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INTRODUCTION. 

IN  my  Propofals  for  printing  this  **  Hiftory 
of  the  Church  of  Chrift"  I  proitiifed  "  An 
Ecclefiaftical  Hiftory  on  a  new  Plan."  The 
Reader  therefore  will  naturally  cxpcft  fome 
diftindt  account  of  a  plan,  which,  in  a  fub- 
jed  fo  generally  known,  lays  claim  to  no- 
velty, in  order  that  he  may  judge  for  himfelf, 
whether  it  appears  fufficiently  interefting  to 
engage  his  perufal  of  the  work  itfelf. 

It  is  certain,  that  from  our  Saviour's  time 
to  the  prelent,  there  have  ever  been  perfons 
whofe  difpofitions  and  lives  have  been  formed 
by  the  rules  of  the  New  Teftament;  men 
who  have  been  real^  not  merely  nominal  Chri- 
ftians,  who  believed  the  dodlrines  of  the  Got- 
pel,  loved  them  becaufe  of  their  divine  excel- 
lency, and  iuffcred  gladly  the  lofs  of  all  things^ 
that  they  might  win  Chrtjt,  and  be  found  in  him*. 
It  is  the  hiftory  of  thefe  men  which  I  pro- 
pofe  to  write.  It  is  of  no  confequence  with 
refpedl  to  my  plan,  nor  of  much  importance 
I  believe  in  its  own  nature,  to  what  external 
church  they  belonged.  1  intend  not  to  enter 
with  any  nicety  into  an  account  of  their  rites 
and  ceremonies,  or  forms  of  church-govern- 

b  ment, 

*  Philip,  ill.  8>  9« 


X  INTRODUCTION- 

ment,  much  Icfs  into  their  fecular  hiftory. 
Even  religious  controverfies  (hall  be  omitted, 
except  thofe  which  feem  to  bear  a  relation  to 
the  eflence  of  Chrift's  religion,  and  of  which 
the  hiftory  of  his  real  church  feems  to  re- 
quire fome  account.  Let  not  the  Reader 
exped,  that  the  adiojis  of  great  men  (great 
in  a  fecular  view  I  mean)  will  be  exhibited 
to  his  notice.  Nothing  but  what  belongs  to 
Chrift's  kingdom  (hall  be  admitted,  and  ge- 
nuine piety  is  that  alone  which  I  intend  to 
celebrate. 

It  mud  havei  (Iruck  a  careful  obferver,  that 
fuch  an  hiftory  is  as  yet  a  great  defideratum. 
Malice  has  been  fed  even  to  fatiety,  by  the 
large  difplays  of  Ecclefiaflical  wickednefs.  The 
wildeft  and  the  moft  vifionary  heretics  have 
£,lled  the  hiftoric  page,  and  their  follies,  both 
in  principle  and  practice,  have  been  deemed 
worthy  of  a  particular  enumeration.  The 
internal  difTeniions  of  churches  have  been 
minutely  defcribed.  The  intricacies  and  in- 
trigues of  Popery,  and  indeed  of  every  other 
fecular  fyftem,  which  pretends  to  wear  a 
religious  garb,  have  been  developed  with  a 
ftudious  particularity;  the  connexion  be- 
tween the  church  and  the  ftate  has  afforded 
very  ample  materials  of  what  is  commonly 
called  Church-Hiftory ;  and  learning  and 
philofophy  have  been  much  more  refpeded 
than  godlinefs  and  virtue. 

No 
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No  doubt  fome  more  ancient  voluminous 
Church-Hiftorians,  as  well  as  Mofheim  in 
his  Compendium^  have  given  us  much  ufe-^ 
ful  information,  and  if  one  can  look  on  them 
as  civil  hiftorians  altogether,  they  are  not 
to  be  blamed.  Had  they  incorporated  into 
their  fecular  narratives  an  account  of  the  pro- 
grefs  of  godlinefs  itfelf,  I  (hould  not  have 
dared  to  reprehend  them  as  Ecclefiaftical 
Hiftorians.  But  they  evidently  give  a  much 
larger  proportion  to  the  hiftory  of  wickednefs, 
than  to  that  of  piety  in  general.  FJence  the 
evils  which  have  been  praftifed  in  Chriftian 
countries  feem  even  greater  than  they  really 
were;  and  the  difagreeable  efFc<fl  which  the 
reading  of  Mofheim  had  on  my  own  mind  is 
probably  no  lingular  cafe,  that  real  religion 
leems  fcarce  to  have  had  any  exiftence.  Infidel 
malice  has  triumphed,  though  very  unreafon- 
ably,  on  account  of  thefe  things;  the  vices  of 
Chriftians,  fo  called,  have  certainly  been  ex- 
aggerated on  the  whole;  and  Deifts  and  Scep- 
tics have  taken  advantage,  partly  from  hence, 
and  partly  from  the  poverty  of  our  information 
concerning  Mahometans  and  Pagans,  to  repre- 
fent  them  as  more  virtuous  than  Chriftians. 

What  account  can  be  given  of  this  unhap- 
pily partial  view  of  Church-Hiftory  ?  Genuine 
godlinefs  is  fond  of  fccrecy ;  humility  is  of  its 
cflence.  She  feeks  not  the  praife  of  men, 
but  the  praife  of  God,  and  hides  even  the 
good  flie  does  from  the  world  more  ftudioufly 
b  2  than 


%\i  INTRODUCTION. 

than  wickednefs  conceals  its  evils;  her  fin« 
ccrcft  votaries  have  likewife  been  chiefly  pri- 
vate perfons,  fuch  as  have  feldom  moved  in 
the  public  and  noify  fcenes  of  life.  The  moft 
celebrated  hiftorians,  virho  hitherto  have  ap- 
pearedy  feem  not  to  have  had  fo  much  reliQi 
lor  godlinefs,  as  to  be  induced  to  take  any 
pains  to  draw  her  out  of  her  modeft  obfcu- 
rity*.  The  prevalence  of  wickednefs  in  all 
ages  has  heightened  the  difficulty  :};.     From 

thefc 

♦  Fox's  Book  of  Martyrs  is  however  one  ftriking 
exception  to  this  remark.  The  Magdeburgcnfian  Cen- 
turlators,  whom  I  did  not  meet  with^  till  I  had  finifhed 
this  Volume,  are  likewife  in  part  exempted  from  the 
charge  of  writing  Ecclefiaftical  hiftory,  in  the  fecular 
manner  which  I  have  feprehended.  Yet  while  they  omit, 
or  very  lamely  recount  fome  moft  important  Chriftian 
fads,  they  relate  with  ted  ous  exaSnefs  mnny  unintercfting 
particulars.  They  feem  however  to  have  been  men  of 
real  piety,  induftry,  aqd  learning,  artd  may  be  of  real  ufe' 
to  me  in  fubfecjuent  parts  of  the  hiftory,  (hoald  I  con- 
tinue it. 

The  volume  of  Mr.  Newton  is  well  known,  and  its 
merit  has  been  acknowledged  by  men  of  piety  and  judg- 
ment. I  once  thought  of  beginning  only  where  he  ended. 
But  as  there  is  an  unity  of  manner  and  ftyle  which  belongs 
to  every  author  who  plans  and  executes  for  himfelf,  and 
as  in  fomc  points  I  really  found  myfelf  to  differ  in  fen- 
timent  from  this  very  refpedlable  writer,  I  altered  my 
opinioM,  contented  in  this  place  to  acknowledge,  that 
{o  far  as"  I  can  recollcft,  the  perufal  of  his  inftru£live 
volume  of  Ecclefiaftical  hiftory  firft  fuggefted  to  me  the 
idea  of  this  work. 

X  An  hiftory  of  the  perverfions  and  abufes  of  religion  is 
not  properly  an  hiftory  of  the  Church  ;  as  abfurd  were  it 
to  fuppofe  an  hiftory  of  the  highway-men  that  have  in* 
fefted  this  country  to  be  an  hiftory  of  England. 


INTRODUCTION.  xin 

thefe  caufes  the  fcarcity  of  materials  for  what 
properly  defervcs  the  name  of  Church-Hif- 
tory  is  much  greater  than  any  perfop^  who  has 
not  examined  the  fubjeft,  can  even  conceive* 
I  have  all  along  however^  to  the  beft  of  my 
ability  and  opportunity^  confulted  original  re- 
cords^  and  have  never  contented  myfelf  with 
copying  the  fentiments  of  modern  hiftorians, 
I  hope  1  (hall  be  allowed  to  call  the  plan, 
I  propofe^  a  proper  one.  Certainly^  the 
terms  ^'  Church  and  Chriflian"  do  in  their 
moft  natural  and  primary  fenfe  refpeiS:  only 
good  men.  The  Divine  Founder  of  our  re- 
ligion has  promifed^  that  the  gates  of  bell 
jhall  not  prevail  againji  it.  Such  a  fuccef- 
iion  of  pious  men  in  all  ages  muft  there- 
fore have  exifled ;  and  it  will  be  no  con- 
temptible ufe  of  fuch  an  hiftory  as  this^  if  it 
prove,  that,  in  every  age,  there  have  been 
real  followers  of  Chrift.  Other  ufes  cannot 
fail  to  offer  themfelvcs.  To  fee  and  trace  the 
goodnefs  of  God  by  his  Providence  and  Grace^ 
in  every  age,  taking  care  of  his  Church,  will 
be,  to  the  devout  mind,  a  rcffefliment  of  the 
moft  grateful  nature.  The  honour  of  Chri- 
ftianity  will  be  fupported,  the  value  of  its 
elTential  do(5trines  afcertained,  and  we  Hiall 
have  frequent  occafion  tp  ftate  what  the  Gof- 
pel  is,  and  what  it  is  not.  Hence  the  tri- 
umphs of  the  Sceptic  will  appear  to  be  un- 
founded in  truth,  when  it  (hall  be  evident  on 
the  whole,   that  Chrift's  religion  has  ever 

exifted 
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cxifted  and  brought  forth  its  proper  fruits, 
to  which  no  other  fyftem  can  make  any  juft 
pretcnfionj  finally,  that  the  evils  of  which 
Chriftians,  fo  called,  have  been  guilty,  arofc 
not  from  the  Gofpel  itfelf,  but  from  the  hy- 
pocrify  of  thofe  who  aflumed  that  wortfxy 
Name,  to  which  neither  their  faith  nor  their 
pradicc  gave  them  any  right. 

Thcfc,  and  other  obvious  advantages  of 
fuch  an  hiftory,  have  determined  me  to  at-r 
tempt  it.  i  feel  oppreffed  with  the  greatnefs 
of  the  fubjc6t.  Neverthelefs,  with  God's 
help,  I  muft  proceed.  In  magnis  voluijfe 
fat  eft. 

I  have  two  things  further  to  premife,  ift. 
To  aflure  the  Reader  that  I  (hall  think  it  my 
indifpenfable  duty  to  give  him  real  fadts; 
'  and  if  I  be  rather  more  copious  in  refledlions 
than  the  fevcre  laws  of  hiftory  allow,  he  will 
do  well  to  obferve,  that  the  faftiionable  mif- 
rcprefcntations  of  ancient  ftory  require  fpme 
attention. 

And,  2dly,  I  fairly  warn  the  Reader  not 
to  expeft  from  me  any  indulgence  in  the 
modern  tafte  of  Scepticifjn.  I  (hall  not  af- 
fcft  to  doubt  the  credibility  of  ancient  re- 
fpedtable  hiftorians.  And  as  it  is  hardly  pof- 
fible  to  avoid  altogether  the  infeftion  of  the 
age  in  which  one  lives,  I  feem  to  myfelf  fuf- 
ficiently  fecured,  by  the  torrent  of  prevailing 
opinions,  from  the  other  extreme  of  fuper- 
ftitious  belief*     Both  ought  to  be  avoided; 

but 
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but  that  which  fupports  itfclf  by  the  appear- 
ance of  folid  fenfc,  by  the  authority  of  great 
names,  and  by  the  love  of  applaufe^  mufl  of 
courfe  be  the  more  enfnaring.  The  prefent 
age  in  matters  of  religion  may  juftly  be  call* 
ed  the  age  of  felf-fufficiency ;  we  condemn 
the  ancients  by  wholefale;  we  fufpedt  their 
hiilorical  accounts  without  judgment;  male* 
volence  and  profanenefs  are  both  fupported 
by  thefe  things;  wefeem  to  imagine,  that  we 
are  without  any  parallels  in  underdanding ; 
we  are  amazed,  that  our  anceftors  (hould  fo 
long  be  deluded  by  abfurdities,  little  fufpedt- 
ing  how  much  fome  future  age  will  pity  or 
blame  us  for  follies  of  which  we  imagine 
ourfelves  perfedly  clear. 

J-M. 
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CHAP.    I. 

^  fMfnmary  Viw  of  the  Church  fo  far  as  it  mOfht 
coUeSed  from  she  Scripture. 

S  E  C  T  1  O  N    1. 

.  JERUSALEM* 

THAT  *•  repentance  and  remlffiort  of  firii 
**  (hould  be  preached  in  the  name  of  Jefiis 
•^  Chrift,    beginning  at  Jerufalem/'*    is  a  text 
M^hich  at  once  points  out  what  the  Chriftian  reli- 
gion is,  and  where  we  are  to  look  for  its  begin- 
ning.    We  arc  to  defcribe  the  rife  of  a  difpcnfa- 
tion  the  moft  glorious  to  God,  and  the  mod  be* 
neficent  to  man.     Chrillianity  found  mankind  in 
an  univerfal  ftate  of  fm  and  mifery.     In  Judea 
alone  fomething  of  the  worftlip  of  the  true  God 
cxiftcd.     The  forms  of  the  Mofaic  oeconomy  fub- 
fifted,  but  greatly  obfcured  and  corrupted  with 
Pharifaic  traditions,  and  Sadducean  profanenefs. 
The  antient  people  of  God  had  defiled  thcmfelves 
with  heathen  profligacy  j  and  though  there  want- 
ed not  a  multitude  of  teachers  among  them,  yet, 
when  He,  who  knew  what  was  in  man,  faw  the 
fpiritual  condition  of  this  people,  "  he  was  moved 
*'  with   compaflion  toward   them,    becaufe  they 
**  fainted,  and  were  as  (heep  without  a  (hcphcrd.'* 

A  Ccr. 
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Certainly  they  were  not  dcftitute  of  a  degree  ar 
Jeaft  of  moral  inAru£bion,  chough  that  was  ex- 
tremely defeftive,  and,  in  many  points  of  view,, 
fundamentally  erroneous.  But  of  that  inftruftion,^ 
which  coniifts  in  repentance  and  rtmiflion  of  fins, 
they  were  totally  deftitute.  Nocwithllanding  the 
light  of  the  Old  Teftament,  the  provifion  of  Sicri- 
fices,the  declarationoffomany  prophecies  concern-- 
ing  the  Meffiah,  and  the  examples  of  fo  many  holy 
.  men,  who,  ia  that  dark  and  preparatory  difpenfa- 
tion,  had  learned  to  fear  God,  and  to  believe  in  his 
promifes  of  grace,  it  does  not  appear,  that  the  body 
of  the  Jewim  nation  were,  in  their  religious  ftate,. 
materially  better  than  the  reft  of  the  world.  That 
men  needed  fuch  a  change  of  difpofition  as  in 
fcripture  is  exprcffed  by  the  term  fxiTai^oia,  to  be 
made  new  creatures^  and  to  receive  the  forgivp- 
ntk  of  fins  by  faith  in  the  facrifice  of  the  Lamb 
of  God,  were  ideas  unknown  in  Judea ;  if  indeed 
we  except  the  dim  light  which  vifited  the  fouls  of 
Zacharias,  of  Simeon,  of  Anna,  and  a  few  other 
devout  perfbns,  who  looked  for  redemption  in 
JeFufaiem. 

Such  was  the  difmal*  night,  in  wRich  the  Sun  oF 
Righteoufnefs  made  his -appearance  in  the  world. 
Scarce  in  any  age  had  ignorance  and  wickednefs  a 
more  general  prevalence,  .  The  hiftory  of  Jofc- 
phu$  evinces,  this ;.  he  dwells  chiefly  indeed  oa 
public  and  political  affairs,  but  yet  throws  a  fuf- 
ficient  light  on  the  manners  of  the  times,  and 
Ifaews,  that  the  extreme  impiety  and  profligacy  of 
the  Herodian  princes  were  but  too  faithfully  tranf- 
€ribed  into  the  lives  of  their  ibbjefts.  There  had 
been  periods  of  Jewifli  ftory  more  favourable  to 
godlinefs  ;  the  age  of  Jofhua  for  inftance,  of  Da- 
vid, of  Ezra  and  Nehemiah :  For  fome  there 
ever  were  who,  at  Icaft^  implicitly  relied  on  the 

God 
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Gtid  of  Ifrael,  and  trufkd  in  the  Redeemer  that 
Was  to  come.  But  the  darkeft  feafon  was  chofen 
for  the  exhibition  of  the  Light  of  Life  by  hii»» 
*'  who  hath  put  the  times  and  feafons  in  his  owtk 
*'  power/* 

To  know  t)g1r  own  depravity  and  helpleflhefsv 
and  by  faith  in  Chrift  to  know  "  experimentally'* 
the  true  cure>  is  doubtlefs  the  genuine  fecret 
of  true  piety.  But  wherever  wicked ncfs  and  pro- 
fanencfs  have  fpread  very  generally^  the  know* 
iedgc  of  thefe  doftrines  is  ufually  loft  i  amidft 
a  thoufand  dlfputes  even  on  religious  fubjeftSip" 
ihefc  arc  crafed  out  of  mcn*s  creeds  which  alone 
can  be  the  means  of  freeing  them  from  vice  and 
folly*  It  was  their  ignorance  of  thefe  things, 
which  moved  the  Son  of  God  to  lament  the  un- 
informed condition  of  the  Jews  in  his  day.  To 
dwell  on  the  hiftory  of  Chrilt  hlmfclf  is  foreign  to 
my  defign.  Indeed  a  few  fouls  were  converted 
during  his  abode  on  earth  :  But  the  five  hundred 
brethren,  who  faw  him  all  at  one  time  after  his  re- 
furreftion^  fcem  to  have  made  the  fum  total  of  hi* 
difciples.  But  all  thefe,  and  the  eleven  fincerc 
Apoftles  themfelvcs,  were  poffefled  with  nocions  of 
a  temporal  kingdom,  the  rock  on  which  their 
countrymen  fatally  fplit  in  their  expofitions  of  the 
fcriptures  relating  to  theexpedted  Mt^/Fiah,  and  had 
not  yet  learned,  with  any  clcarnefs  and  fteadincfsof 
apprehcnfion,to  fct  their  affeftions  on  things  above. 

And  now  was  the  critical  moment,   when  ie 

pleafcd  God  to  ereft  the  fir  ft  Chriftian  church  ac 

Jcryfalem.     This  was  the  firft  of  thofc  **  out- 

*'  pourings"  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  which  from 

A  2  age 

Nfite^  The  urard  **  oui- pouring"  I  have  taktn  from  the  pro* 
puffiest}  lanfjtj^f*^  of  fcriptuie^  as  expr^fHve  of  a  more  remarkable 
flirpby  of  Divine  Once  ai  fome  panicular  feafon*  Modern  pcJite- 
aefs,  I  confels,  knowt  no  fuch  letiDi  qot  dou  u  own  the  idtm  wS* 
ftx«d  to  II, 
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"^aee  to  age  have  vifited  the  earth,  fincc  the  coming 
or  Chrift,  and  prevented  it  from  being  quite  over- 
run with  ignorance  and  fin.  '  It  is  an  un()peakable 
advantage,  that  we  have  the  facred  narrative  to 
unfold  this  to  us ;  the  want  of  fuch  an  advantage 
will  appear  too  fully  in  oiir  hiftory  of  the  fuc- 
cecding  out- pourings*  of  the  Divine  Spirit.  Our 
"duty  however  is  not  to  cortlplain,  but  to  be 
thankful.  If  we  carefully  attend  to  this  firft  in- 
ftance,  it  will  ferve  as  a  fpecimen,  by  which  to  try 
other  religious  phasnomena,  and  whether  they  lead 
'  to  genuine  piety  or  nor,  may  generally  be  judged 
from  their  agreemeYit  or  difagreement  with  this. 

Let  us  then  obf^rve  the  circumftances  in  which 
this  out-pouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit  was  vouch- 
fafed.  As  repentance  and  remiflion  of  fins  were 
the  leading  doftrines  of  Chrift^s  religion,  the  moft 
'  ample  room  had  been  made  for  them  by  the  com- 
pletion of"  his  redemption.  He  had  offered  him- 
'  felf  a  facrifice  for  the  fins  of  men,  **  was  rifen** 
from  the  dead  '*  for  our  juftification,"  and  in  the 
fight  of  his  difciples  was  juft  afcended  up  to  heaven. 
That  the  gofpel,  the  good  -news  of  reconcilia- 
tion with  God  for  penitent  finners,  fliould  begin 
at  JerufaTem,  the  fcene  of  fo  much  wickednefs 
perpetrated,  and  of  fo  much  grace  abufed,  was 
itfelf  no  mean  argument  of  the  riches  of  Divine 
Goodnefs,  and  was  an  illuftrious  exemplification 
of  the  grand  purpofe  of  the  gofpel,  to  juftity  the 
ungodly,' and  to  quicken  the  dead.  By  the  order 
cS  their  Divine  Matter  the  Apoftles  remained  at 
Jerufalem,  waiting  for  the  promifed  Holy  Spirit^ 
**  which  they  had  heard  of  himf,"  and  abode  in  mu- 
tual 

*  t  include  not  in  the  idea  oF  this  tin  fafhionable,  but  figoificant 
term,  the  miraculous  or  extraordinary  operations  oF  the  Spirit  of 
Gtxi.   I  mean  only  fuch  as  he  vouch fafes  in  every  age  to  hit  church* 
JAj  plan  bat  little  coaoedtioa  with  the  former. 
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tual  charity,  and  in  the  fervent  excrcifc  of  ;prayer 
apd  fgpplicacion.     What  the  Holy  Spirit  was  tQ  ^ 
do  for  tbeoi,  they  fcemed  little  to  underftand  y  iiry 
ooe  may  guefs  from .  their  laft  queftion  to  their 
Mafter,  *^  Wilt  thou  at  this  time  rcftore  the  king- 
•*dom  to  Ifrael?**    It  is  natural  to  apprehend, 
that  they  were  feafting  their  imaginations  with  the?., 
delightful  profpeA  of  a  fplendid  kingdomi,  at- 
tended  with  all  the  circumftances  of  external 
pomp  and  ^andeur.     Principalities  and  lordfliips  . 
vfcre  in  their  fancy  foon  to  be;  afTumed  in  the  ropm. 
c^  filhermen's  nets  and  boats,  and  they  pleafed- 
themiclves  with  the  notion  of  their  Matter's  ex- 
ternal dominion  in  the  world.     Not  that   they. 
were  without  a  genuine  tafte  fpr  fomething  in- 
finitely  better.      At   any   rate,    they   afford   us 
an  ufeful  leffoh ;  ^^  they  continued  in  prayer  and 
**  fupplicatiori."     They,  who  do  fo  in  every  age, 
ihall  doubtlefs  underflrand,   in  God's  due  time,' 
what  the  kingdom  of  heaven  means,  and  find  ic' 
by  happy  experience  fet  up  in  their  own  fouls,; 
even  **  righteoufncfs,  and  peace,  and  joy  in  the 
"  Holy  Ghoft  '\ 

During  this  interefting  crifis,  we  do  not  find 
them  employed  in  any  other  bufinefs  than  this  of 
prayer,  except  in  filling  pp  the  apoftolical  college 
of  twelve,  by  the  fubftitution  ot  Matthias  in  the 
room  of  the  unhappy  Judas,  who,  for  the  love  of 
a  little  gain  of  this  world,  had  unfitted  himfelf 
for  the  riches  of  the  next,  and  rendered  himlclf 
unworthy  to  partake  of  the  marvellous  fcene  now 
about  to  be  exhibited.  Behold  then  the  twelvcL 
Apoftles,  Peter,  James,  John,  Andrew,  Philip, 
Thomas,  Bartholomew,  Matthew,  James  the  fotf 
#f  Alpheus,  Simon  Zelotes,  Judas  the  brother  of 
James,  and  Matthias,  expecting  and  longing  fo^ 
ihe  unfpeakable  bleffings  of  true  chriftianity. 

A3  The 
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The  Pcntccoft,  one  of  the  Jewifti  fefttvals»  was 
the  aera  of  the  Divine  Vifitation.  The  Apoftlcs 
were  all  in  harmony  aflcmblcd  together;  when 
lo  I  fuddenly  there  came  a  found  from  heaven 
as  of  a  rufliing  mighty  wind,  and  it  filled  all  the 
houfe  where  they  were  fitting.  Their  Maftcr 
had,  in  his  conference  with  Nicodemus*,  compared 
the  operations  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  the  wind,  and 
the  found  from  heaven  on  this  occafion  was  a  juft 
emblem  of  the  power  of  the  Divine  Influence  now 
commencing.  And  there  appeared  **  unto  them 
*'  cloven  tongues  like  as  of  fire,  and  it  fat  upon 
.**  each  of  themf  :*'  Another  emblem  no  Icfs  juft, 
which  the  church  of  England  ufes  in  her  hymn  tci 
.the  Holy  Ghoft  in  the  ordination- office. 

Thy  blcfled  un^lion  from  above 
Is  comfort,  life,  and  fire  of  love. 

In  truth  they  now  found  they  were  **  baptizc4 
**  with  the  Holy  Spirit  and  with  fire  J/'  And 
the  effects  in  purifying  their  heart,  in  enlighten* 
ing  their  underdandingSf  and  in  furniihing  them 
with  gifts,  and  zeal,  and  boldnefs^  hitherto  un- 
known, were  very  ibon  exhibited.  They  were 
^1  filled  with  the  ^^  Holy  Ghoft,  and  began  to 
*>  fpcak  with  other  tongues,  as  the  Spirit  gave 
^*  them  utterance."  Of  the  many  miraculous 
gifts  now  imparted,  this  of  tongues,  at  once 
fo  ufeful  for  the  propagation  of  the  gofpel^  and 
fo  ftriking  an  atteCtation  of  its  truth,  firft  dif- 
played  itfclf  to  the  amazement  of  a  number  of 
Jews,  out  of  every  nation  under  heaven,  whoi 
Jieard  thcfe  Galileans  fpeak  each  in  his  own  lan- 
guage* There  is  reafon  to  believe,  that  as  many 
of  them  were  devout  men,  they  had  been  prepared 
fey  Divine  Grace  for  theeffcdual  reception  of  the 

gofpet, 
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SoijpeU  and  that  a  confijderable  part  of  the  fkft 
converts  were  of  their  body. 

While  many  were  expreiling  their  admiration 
at  this  ftrange  event,  others,  whom  we  may  fup* 
pofe  to  have  'l>een  chiefly  the  native  Jews,  who. 
iioderftood  iiot  thefe  feveral  languages,  derided 
the  Apofties  as  intoxicated  with  wine;  and  now 
the  zeal  of  Peter  was  ftirred  up  to  preach  both  to. 
diofe  who  admired,  and  to  thof<^  who  fcorned. 
He  begged  them  to  have  fo  much  candour,  as 
aotraihly  to  fuppofe  them  to  be  men  overcome, 
with  liquor,  which  the  very  time  of  the  day 
ivould  forbid,  the  third  hour  of  the  day,  an- 
fwering  to  our  nine  in  the  morning,  when  it 
fecms  no  Jew  was  ever  known  to  be  in  thac 
fituation.  And  as  his  audience  profefled  a  re* 
gard  for  the  facred  oracles,  he  pointed  out  to 
them  a  remarkable  prophecy  in  the  fecond  chapter 
•f  Joel,  then  fulfilling,  the  promife  of  an  ^'  out* 
*•  pouring**  of  the  Spirit  upon  all  flefli,  attended 
with  dreadful  puni(bments  on  thofe  who  Ihould 
defpife  it  5  yet  that  whoever,  in  the  deep  fcnfe  of 
his  finfulnefs  and  mifery,  fliould  call  on  the  name 
•f  the  Lord,  Ihould  be  faved.  He  then  fliews 
them  at  once  how  God  had  fulfilled  his  own  pur« 
po(es  in  the  death  of  Jefus,  while  they  had  been 
executing  the  di&ates  of  their  own  malice :  He 
proceeds  to  teftify  alio  of  his  rcfurredion,  ac* 
cording  to  the  tefVimony  of  David,  in  Pfa.  xvi. 
and  ex.  in  both  which  Pfalms  it  was  evident,  that 
not  David  himfclf,  but  Chrift  was  the  fubjeft  of 
the  prophecy.  He  openly  declares,  that  he  and 
bis  brethren  were  witnefles  of  the  refurrcftion  of 
their  M after,  that  he  was  exalted  to  heaven,  and 
had  received  of  the  Father  the  promife  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  which  he  had  now  flied  forth  on  the 
apolllcs,  and  concerning  which  they  now  had  the 

plain 
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plain  demonftration  of  their  iShfo^  The  con^j'' 
cluflon  which  he  draws  from  this  chain  of  i^rgq- 
iricnti  fuppiortcd  by  the  mutual  ftrepgth  of  fxA^ 
and  propnecies,  was  diis^  that  the  defpifed  per- 
ibn,  whoni  tliirff  had  thought  unworthy  to  live, 
^d  had  esrpoicd  to  the  moft  pairtfiil  and  ignomi- 
liious  death,  'vCras  owned  by  the  God  ot  therir 
Others  to  be  the  Lord  and  Mcfliah,  who  was  thp^ 
^Sfpedwion  of  the  Tews,  and  through  whorn' 
iAoneT^lvatibn  \^as  exnibited  to  finful  men. 

The  deffign  of  the  whole  Icrmori  was  evidently 
t'b  bcgjet^cdrtyiftion  of  fin  ih  the  hearers  •,  and  ir^ 
]^lear^  God  to  crown  it  with  fuccefs.  Multi-r 
tudcs  wire  pricked  in  their  hearts  5  they  fonncf 
themfel  vcs  guilty  of  murdering  the  Chrift  of  God  r 
stnd  fo  powerfully  w^rr  they  ftruck  with  a  fcnfc  of 
iftitire3iti;cmp  unwOrthinefs,  that  they  found  themr 
pelves  alfo  dcftitute  of  all  refourccs  in  themfclves. 
5*Men  and  brethren,  Wh^t  fb^U  we  do?"  they 
iry  to  Piptei'  and  to  the  r^ft.  This  is  indeed  the 
beginning  of  all  true  riepentance,  when  men  find* 
rfiemfelves  rcaTly  loft,  helplefs,  and  willing  to  be 
Jed  in  any  way  which  Go4  (hall  pleafe,  becaufc 
fhcy  havi  no  ability  in  themfelves,  and  *^  there  ijf 
^'no  health  in  themV  Peter  faid  tinto  them, 
^*  Repent  and  be  baptised  every  one  of  you  in  the 
^*  name  of  Jefus  Chrift  for  the  remiffion  of  fins, 
•*  stnd  ye  fhall  receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghoft^ 
^*  For  the  promife  is  linto  you,  and  to  your  chil- 
^*  drcn,  ^nd  to  all  that  are  afar  ofF^  even  as  many 
^  as  the  Lord  our  God  (hall  call/' 

Thus  the  doftrinc  of  repentance  and  remifliori 
cf  fins,  in  the  name  of  Jefus,  began  at  Jerufalem. 
Let  them  loath  themfelyes  for  theii«rpaft  iniquities, 
and  give  thcmfelvcs  up  to  God  for  an  intire  reno- 
yation  of  fool ;  the  Grace  of  God  in  Chrift  wai 

'  oflfered 
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f^rcd'to  fvciy  one  of  them.  He  exhorted  thetn 
^il  to  receive  this  grace,  by  believing  on  Jefut 
for  the  remi (lion  of  fins,  with  a  fubmifiion  to  hh 
ordinance  of  bapcifm  a^  an  emblem  of  wa&ing* 
;way  their  (ins,  and  affured  them,  that  God  woui4' 
receive  them  into  bis  favour  in  this -way;  that 
however  guilty  they  were,  all  their  fins  Ihould  be 
pardoned,  as  if  they  had  never  been  committed, 
and  the- Holy  Ghoft  (boqld  be  poured  on  them 
alfo ;  for  the  promifc  of  it  was  very  general,  tQ 
them,  to  their  children,  to  the  mod  diilant  latKJs, 
wherever  Gud  ihould  call  men  to  reconciliation 
by  Jefus  Chrift.  Thus  did  St.  Peter  convince  hi* 
hearers  of  fin,  ai^d  in^rudt  them  ii)  th^  way  of 
faivation. 

•  They,  whofe  hearts  God  had  fmitten  with  a 
fenfe  of  guilt,  were  confolcd  by  the  gtace  of  for- 
givenefs  •,  and  *♦  with  many  other  words  did  he 
♦'  teftify  and  exhort,  faying,  S^ye  yourfclves  froai 
♦♦  this  untoward  generation,  '  Then  they  that 
**  gladly  received  his  word,  were  bapcizeti ;  and 
^*  the  fame  day  there  were  added  W  ?hem  ^boui; 
♦•  three  thoufand  fouls.*' 

Jn  this  manner  did  the  conviflions  and  confo-, 
lations  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  attend  the  firll  preach- 
ing of  St.  Peter.  '  And  thi3  great  multitudtr  ap- 
pear  to  have  been  fully  converted  to  chrift ianity : 
For  they  continued  '*  ftc.ifaftly  in  the  ApoftlcV 
♦*  doilrine  and  fellowlhip,  and  in  breaking  of 
^'  bread,  and  in  prayers." 

Here  we  fee  the  regular  appearance  of  the  fi:ft 
chrtftian  church.  1  hey  were  not  chriftians  in 
name  only;  they  undcrftood  and  believed  t!ic. 
apoftolicai  doftrine  concerning  repentance  and  re- 
miflion  of  fins  in  the  name  of  JelVs  Chrift-,  they 
cont'nued  united  to  the  paftors  whom  Goii  had 
irutdv  inftruments  of  their  ccrvirrfion  j  they  Vc^ 

ceivxd 
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ceivi^d  conftancly  the  ordinance  of  the  Lord*s 
Supper,  in  which  they  enjoyed  real  communion 
with  their  Saviour,  and  prayer  was  their  daily 
employment  and  delight.  Their  holy  boldnefs 
towards  God,  and  their  joyful  fenfation  of  for* 
givencfs,  were  tempered  with  a  godly  fean 
Every  foul  was  poflfefled  with  it.  They  had  felt 
the  pangs  of  guilt ;  they  had  leen  what  a  price 
was  paid  for  their  redemption ;  they  **  rejoiced 
**  with  trembling,"  as  men  juft  emerged  from  the 
pit  of  deftruftion }  and  the  fame  Spirit  which  cried, 
Abba,  Father*,  in  their  hearts,  taught  them  to 
reverence  his  juftice  and  his  holinefs,  to  fear  him, 
and  to  dread  (in  above  all  other  evils.  And 
though  it  does  not  appear  to  have  been  any  in- 
junction of  the  apoftles,  that  they  fhould  live  to* 
Kther  in  a  community  of  goods,  and  experience 
loon  taught  the  firft  chriftians,  that  the  general 
cftablifliment  and  continuance  of  it  was  imprac- 
ticable, yet  was  it  doubtlefs  a  rare  inltance  or  their 
mutual  charity,  and  proved  how  foon  the  opera- 
tions of  Divine  Grace  had  Ibofened  their  minds 
from  the  love  of  this  world,  that  they  praftifed 
this  for  the  prelent,  and  ^^  fold  their  goods  and 
^  poITcffions,  and  parted  them  to  all  men,  as 
•*  every  man  had  need."  In  this  happy  frame 
tfaey  fpent  much  of  their  time  in  the  temple,  and 
in  the  mutual  offices  of  focial  kindnefs;  even 
their  bodily  food  was  received  with  a  gladnefs  be- 
fore unknown.  The  Grace  of  God  gave  a  pleaf- 
ing  tinfture  to  every  objedt  with  which  they  con- 
verfcd,  and  while  they  extolled  it  with  their  hearts 
and  lips,  they  as  yet  found  favour  with  all  the 
people.  The  natural  enmity  of  the  heart  againfl: 
the  gofpel  of  Chrift  aid  not  at  firlt  fliew  itfelf, 
^nd  the  purity  of  their  lives  could  aot  but  recom- 
mend 
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mend  them  to  the  eftecm  of  others.  **  The  Lord 
^y  added  to  the  church  daily  fuch  as  fhould  bd 
^*  faved.**  Thus  St.  Luke  intimatesr  whofe  grace 
it  was  that  cffeAed  all  this,  and  that  his  hand^ 
in  the  out^pouring  here  defcribed,  ought  ever  co 
Ibe  acknowledged. 

A  miracle  wrought  foon  after  by  Peter  ainl 
John  on  a  lame  man,  a  well-known  beggar  above 
forty  years  old,  gave  a  farther  atteftation  to  their 
dodrine.  Peter  was  led  from  hence  to  preach* 
to  the  admiring  multitude  the  fame  doArine  of 
repentance  and  remifTion,  and  exalted  the  Lord 
Tefus,  as  the  Holy  One,  and  the  Ju(t,  and  the 
Prince  of  Life,  to  whom  they  had  wickedly  pre- 
ferred even  a  murderer,  Barabbas.  He  difclaims 
all  merit  in  himfelf  or  his  colleagues  in  the  miracle^ 
fliews  that  God  had  gloriBed  his  Son  Jefus,  and 
chat  it  was  through  faith  in  his  name,  that  the  ad: 
had  been  performed.  He  charitably  al ledges  their 
Ignorance,  as  the  only  poflible  alleviation  of  their 
guilt,  and  which  indeed  alone  prevented  it  from 
being  unpardonable.  He  exhorts  them  to  repen- 
tance and  converfion,  and  lays  open  to  their  view 
the  profped  not  of  a  temporal,  but  of  a  fpiritual 
kingdom;  in  the  hope  of  which  they  were 
to  rejoice,  and  patiently  bear  the  affliidions  of 
this  prefent  life  *,  warning  them  at  the  fame  time 
of  the  threats  denounced  by  Mofcs  againft  the  dc- 
ipifers  of  the  MelTiah,  through  whom  alone  falva^ 
tion  was  offered  to  all  nations,  though  the  firft 
invitation  was  addrefled  to  the  Jews. 

The  church  was  now  increafed  to  five  thou- 
fand;  and  the  fignal  for  perfecution  was  railed  by 
the  magiftrates  of  Jerufalem,  many  of  whom  were 
Sadducees,  enemies  to  the  dodrine  of  a  refurrec- 
(ion,  and  ja  truth  to  every  thing  that  had  any  ten- 
dency 
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dcncy^  to  riifc  men's  minds  above  the  world* 
The  two  Apoftles  were  imprifoned  that  eveningy 
but  their  examination  was  deferred  till  the  next  day. 
The  high  pried,  and  the  perfons  of  greatefl;  au- 
thority, looked  on  the  matter  as  of  confequence 
fuiEcient  to  call  a  folemn  court  on  the  occafion. 
Peter  to  their  interrogatories  frankly  anfwers,  that 
the  miracle  had  been  ^^  wrought  in  the  namC; 
*^  of  Jefus,  whom  ye  crucified,  whom  God  raifed 
*•  from  the  dead.'*  He  boldly  rebukes  them  fof 
their  contempt  of  him,  who  is  the  only  Saviour :  • 
For  *•  there  is  none  other  name  under  heaven^ 
**  given  to  men,  whereby  we  muft  be  faved,'* 

The  wifdom  and  boldnefs  of  two  unlettered 
filbermen,  who  bad  been  companions  of  Jcfus, 
ilruck  the  court  with  aftonifhmcnt.  But  finding 
noprefent  op^iortilnity  of  gratifying  their  malice, 
on  account  ot  the  fplendor  of  the  miracle,  they^ 
difmifled  them  with  a  (Irid  charge  to  be  filcnt  in. 
future  concerning  the  name  of  Jefus,  though  the 
ilpoftles  ingenuoufly  confefled  their  inability  to. 
comply  with  it,  becaufe  they  muft  obey  God  ra* 
ther  than  man» 

♦  The  Apoftles  returnuig  to  their  company^ 
tnd  reporting  the  threats  of  the  magiftrates,  they 
all  wkn  united  fupplication  intreated  the  Lord  to 
^rant  them  boldnels  to  perfevere,  notwithftanding 
the  menaces  of  his  and  their  enemies.  They  were, 
filled  with  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  enabled  to  pro- 
ceed with  calm  intrepidity. 

The  moft  perfeft  unanimity  as  yet  prevailed, 
among  the  chriftians,  and  they  not  only  profeflfed  to 
liaveail  things  common,  butalfopradtifedit  accord- 
ingly with  the  greateft  chearfulnefs.  Divine  Grace 
was  largely  diffufed  among  them..  The  poor  lacked 
nothing ;  the  richer  brethren  converted  their  pol^ 
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ftflions  into  money,  and  left  the  diftribution  of  the 
whole  to  the  difcretion  of  the  Apoftles.  And  in 
this  liberality  Barnabas  of  Cyprus^  a  Lcvitc  who 
had  lands  of  his  own»  moft  probably  in  his  native 
country,  was  eminently  diftinguifhed. 

It  appeared,  that  the  Apoftles  enjoyed  much 
more  of  the  power  of  Chrift's  religion  than  they 
had  ever  done  while  their  Matter  was  with  them 
on  earth*  Such  was  the  eflfe^  of  the  out-pouring 
of  the  Spirit.  We  hear  no  more  of  their  dreams 
concerning  a  temporal  kingdom.  The  courage 
of  Peter  in*  confronting  the  magiftrates,  forms*  a 
perfedfc  contraft  to  his  timidity  in  denying  his 
Mailer.  Wherever  the  fame  repentance,  faith, 
hope,  charity,  heavenly-mindednefs  appear,  there 
is  true  chriftianity,  there  alfo  the  enmity  of  the 
world  will  be  excited.  Of  this  fomething  has  al- 
ready appeared,  and  more  is  now  calling  for  our 
attention,  as  well  as  fomething  much  more  grie- 
'  vous,  the  detedion  of  hypocrify  in  fome  pro- 
feflbrs. 

The  cafe  of  Judas  had  already  prepared  the 
church  to  expcft  the  appearance  of  tares  among 
the  wheat,  and  our  Lord's  parable  alluded  to,  had 
aflfured  them  of  it.  Yet  when  fuch  things  occur, 
good  men  are  often  too  much  furprized,  and  the 
wicked  unreafonably  triumph.  There  was  one 
Ananias  among  the  difciplcs,  whofe  confcicncc 
had  fo  far  been  imprefled,  as  to  refpeft  that  doc- 
trine and  fellowlhip,  to  which  he  had  joined  him- 
felf,  but  whofe  heart  was  never  divorced  from  the 
love  of  the  world.  A  regard  for  his  reputation 
induced  him  to  fell  his  poffeflions  with  the  reft; 
but  the  fear  of  poverty,  and  the  want  of  faith  in 
God,  difpofed  him  to  referve  part  of  the  price, 
while  he  brought  the  other  to  the  Apollles. 
Peter  upbraided  him  with  his  being  under  the  in- 
fluence 
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duence  of  Satan,  in  lying  to  the  Holj  Ghoft^ 
ihewcd  him  that  the  guilt  of  his  hypocri^  was  ag- 
gravated by  this  coniideration,  that  the  adion  wad 
committed  not  agaihft  man^  but  againft  God;  and 
that  nothing  could  be  faid  to  extenuate  bis  bafe* 
nefs,  becaufe  he  was  under  no  neceifity  of  felling, 
his  property  at  all^  or  of  laying  it  at  the  Apoftle's 
feet,  after  he  had  fold  it  Immediately  the  un- 
happy man  fell  down  dead;  and  about  three 
hours  after  his  wife  Sapphira  was  made  a  fimilar 
monument  of  Divine  Juftice,  as  Ihe  had  been 
partaker  of  her  hufband's  guilt. 

Such  a  proof  of  the  difcernment  of  fpirits,  and 
of  the  power  of  punifhing  hypocrify,  rcfting  in  the 
governors  of  the  church,  filled  all  who  heard 
thcfe  things  with  awe.  The  Lord  had  now  (hewn 
his  holinefs,  as  well  as  his  grace ;  and  the  love  of 
the  worlds  the  ftandirig  herefy  which  infef^s  his 
church  in  all  ages,  was  a  fecond  time  punilhed 
by  a  fignal  interpofition  of  heaven^  Multitudes 
of  both  fexes  were  added  to  the  church,  chiefly  of 
the  CQmmon  people.  Of  the  reft  indeed,  though 
fome  could  not  but  entertain  favourable  fenti* 
ments  of  them,  yet  none  durft  hazard  his.  cha- 
radber  among  the  rich  and  great,  fo  far  as  to 
efpoufe  chriftianity  *. 

:  The  Sadducees  appear  at  this  time  to  have  had 
the  chief  fway  in  the  Jewilh  ftate,  a  licentious 
worldly-minded  fed,  and  in  their  opinions  the 
moli  corrupt  of  all  thofe  which  at  that  time  were 
known  in  Judea.  The  high  prieft  and  his  party 
were  all  of  this  fe6l,  and  were  filled  with  indigna- 
tion, to  fee  the  progrcfs  of  the  gofpeU  Their 
firft  ftep  was  to  imprifon  the  Apoftles,  who  by 
night  were,  through  the  miniftry  of  an  angel,  fct 
free,  and  ordered  to  preach  in  the  temple.     The 
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next  morning  a  full  Sanhedrim  was  cenvened,  and 
the  Apoftles  were  fent  for.  The  court  was  af- 
toftiflied  to  find  them  efcaped  out  of  prifon ;  they 
were  foon  however  informed,  that  their  prifoners 
were  preaching  in  the  temple.  The  favourable 
regard  of  the  common  people  obliged  them  to  ufe 
fome  addrefs  incondufting  their  prifoners  ina  gentle 
manner  before  the  court.  The  high  prieft  upbraids 
them  with  their  difobedience  to  the  former  in- 
junftion  of  filence,  to  whom  they  returned  their 
former  anfwer,  that  "  they  ought  to  obey  God 
rather  than  men,*'  They  bore  witnefs  to  the  rc- 
furredion  of  Chrrft^  and  declared,  that  '*  God 
**  had  exalted  him  with  his  right  hand  to  be  a 
**  Prince  and  a  Saviour,  to  give  repentance  to 
**  Ifrael,  and  forgivencfs  of  fins,"  and  that  **  the 
**  Holy  Ghoft,  whom  God  beftows  on  thofe  who 
**  obey  him,  witncfled"  the  fame  thing.  Wirli 
fuch  plainnefs  did  thefe  firft  chriftians  lay  open 
the  real  nature  of  the  gofpel,  and  exhibit  it  as 
ibmething  extremely  different  from  a  mere  fyfteni 
of  morals,  though  it  included  all  good  morality 
in  its  nature.  The  teftimony  of  Jcfus,  the  for- 
givenefs  of  fins  throughr  his  blood,  and  the  ope- 
rations of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  as  they  were  doubtlefs 
the  peculiar  chara^eriftics  of  chriftianity,  fo  they 
were  thofe  thmgs  which  moft  offended  the  Jewiffv 
rulers,  and  have  been  indeed  the  chief  object  of 
the  enmity  of  unconverted  men  in  all  ages. 

The  fpirit  of  perfccution  was  going  to  exercife 
itfclf  in  violent  counfels.  There  was  however 
one  Gamaliel  among  them,  a  Pharifee,  of  a  fedt 
not  indeed  inimical  to  the  doftrine  of  a  refurrcc- 
tion,  and  by  no  means  fo  heterodox  in  general  as 
the  Sadducees,  though  on  the  whole  agreeing  with 
them  in  their  hatred  of  chriftianity.  This  man 
was  judicious^  learned,  refpedable,  though,  as  far 
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8$  appcsirs,  a  man  of  the  world.  Providertc<!  tn^dt 
an  itnportanc  ufc  of  him,  at  this  time,  to  prolong 
twelve  moft  valuable  lives,  who  were  to  fpread 
the  gofpel  through  the  world,  and  by  their  in- 
fpired  writings,  (not  one  of  which  was  yet  pub- 
lilhed),  to  {peak  to  us  at  this  day.  Gamaliel 
iliewed  them  by  fome  authentic  hiftorical  prece« 
dents,  that  pcrfons  who  rofe  up  to  propagate  new 
fecU,  if  not  fent  of  God,  were  foon  annihilated. 
He  wilfaed  them  to  exercife  forbearance  and  mo* 
deration  toward  the  Apoftles«  whofe  influence 
would  fbon  come  to  nothing,  if ^t  were  merely  hu- 
fliffii ;  if  divine,  to  attempt  its  deftrufbion  would 
be  equally  foolilb  and  impious.  This  fege  advice 
was  followed^  and  the  Apoftles  were  difmifled^ 
but  not  without  ftripes,  and  a  (evere  charge  given 
them,  no  more  to  preach  in  the  name  ot  Jefus. 
They  ceafcd  not  however  to  **  teach  and  preith 
•^  Jefus  Chrift,  and  rejoiced  that  they  were  counts 
•'  ed  worthy  to  fuflTer  fhame  for  his  name.** 

The  church  was  now  much  enlarged,  confift* 
ing  partly  of  native,  partly  of  foreign  Jews,  who 
tjled  the  Greek  language,  called  on  that  account 
Hellrnifts  or  Grecians.  Thefc  fuppofed,  that 
in  the  daily  fupply  of  the  poor,  the  Apoftles  had 
not  miniftercd  equal  relief  to  their  wiclows,  as  to 
thofe  of  the  Hebrews.  Men  who  know  any  thing 
of  the  work  of  God,  in  the  vifitation  of  bis  Holy 
Spirit,  in  great  and  populous  cities,  and  have  any 
acquaintance  with  the  fulnefs  of  employ,  which 
chriftian  minillers  have  on  fuch  occalions,  in 
inilrufting,  warning,  conlbling^  and  direfting 
awakened  and  fcrious  minds,  will  not  wonder,  if 
through  inadvertence  fome  temporary  negkcls 
might  have  taken  place.  The  Apoftles  however, 
with  great  mildncfs  and  wifdom,  foon  regulated 
this  affair.     They  inform  the  difciples,  that  the 
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miniftry  of  the  Word  of  God  muft  be  attended 
to  ia  the  fir  (I  place,  and  mufl:  not  be  negle£led 
for  the  fake  of  providing  for  the  poor.  They 
advife  them  therefore  to  look  out  for  fevedl 
holy  and  wife  men,  to  whom  this  bufinefs  (hould 
be  committed.  **  But  we,*'  fay  they,  "  will  give 
•*  ourlelves  continually  to  prayer,  and  to  the  mi- 
"  niftry  of  the  word*."  O  that  rhofe,  who  call 
themfclves  their  fucccflbrs,  were  always  difpofed  in 
like  manner!  The  whole  multitude  confented  with 
pleafure.  Seven  deacons  were  amicably  eledted^ 
Stephen,  Philip,  Prochorus,  Nicanor,  Timon,  Par- 
menas,and  Nicolas, every  one  of  whom  has  aGreci-^ 
an  name,  and  therefore  may-have  been  an  Hellenift  j 
and  in  this  eafy  way  the  firO:  appearances  of  con- 
tention were  blafted  in  the  church,  and  feven  co- 
adjutors were  appointed  to  the  Apoftlcs,  fome  of 
whom  at  lead  were  of  fignal  fervice,  not  only  in 
temporal,  but  alfo  in  fpiritual  things.  So  happy  is 
it  to  be  under  the  condud  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and 
fo  amiably  did  the  Love  of  Chrift  then  rule  in  the 
hearts  of  his  people.  Even  many  of  the  priefts 
now  obeyed  the  gofpe),  and  Jerufalem  faw  con- 
tinually large  acceffions  made  to  the  church. 

Of  thefc  deacons  Stephen  was  at  firft  the  moli 
diftinguifhed.  A  fynagogue  of  Hcllenift  Jews 
held  a  conteft  with  him,  the  refult  of  which  filled 
them  with  fuch  vexation,  that  they  fuborned  men 
to  accufe  him  of  blafphemy  againft  Mofes,  and 
againft  God.  By  this  artifice  Stephen  was  brought 
before  the  Sanhedrim,  while  God  threw  a  lullrc 
over  his  countenance,  which  even  his  enemies 
could  not  but  obfcrve.  In  his  defence  he  boldly 
rebuked  the  Jews,  and  (hewed  that  their  con- 
dud  was  but  too  faithful  a  copy  of  that  of  their 
fathers,  who  had  treated  Mofes  and  the  prophets 
with  contempt;  and  had  murdered  a  number  of 
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thofe  who  had  prophefied  of  the  coming  of  the  Juft 
One,  of  whom  they  had  now  been  the  betrayers 
and  murderers,  while  they  vainly  gloried  in  the 
magnificence  of  their  temple,  and  put  external 
fervices  in  the  room  of  genuine  piety. 

Thus  did  Stephen  aim  at  the  fame  point  with 
Peter,  to  convince  his  audience  of  fin  in  the  firft 
place,  and  to  leave  them  no  hope  in  their  own 
righteoufncfs.  Seldom  has  the  contraft  between  the 
fpirit  of  the  world  and  the  Spirit  of  God  appeared 
more  ftriking.  **  They  were  cut  to  the  heart, 
*'  and  gnaflied  upon  him  with  thtrir  teeth."  But 
he,  "  full  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  looked  up  ftedfaftly 
*'  to  heaven,  and  faw  the  glory  of  God,  and 
*'  Jefus  (landing  at  the  right  hand  of  God,**  and 
what  he  faw,  he  openly  confeffed.  Their  pati- 
ence was  exhaufted,  and  they  (toned  him  to  death, 
while  he  called  upon  his  Divine  Matter,  "  Lord 
Jefus,  receive  my  Ipirit."  Thus  firm  and  conftant 
was  his  faith,  and  his  charity  was  no  lefs  confpi- 
cuous.  He  kneeled  down,  and  cried  with  a  loud 
voice,  '*  Lord, lay  not  this  fin  to  their  charge-,"  thus 
fliewing  how  entirely  void  of  all  malice  were  thofe 
vehement  rebukes  which  he  had  uttered  againft 
their  wickednefs,  and  which  men  of  pufillanimous 
prudence  are  in  all  ages  difpofed  to  condemn. 
And  when  he  had  faid  this,  he  fell  aflecp*,  the 
ufual  beautiful  phrafe  of  the  New  Teftament,  to 
exprefs  the  death  of  faints,  and  at  the  fame  time 
to  intimate  their  expeftation  of  the  refurreftion. 

The  eloquence  of  a  Cicero  would  be  mere 
feeblenefs  on  this  occafion.  All  praife  is  below 
the  excellency  of  that  fpirit  which  (hone  in  this 
firft  of  martyrs.  Let  it  ftand  as  an  example  of 
the  genuine  temper  of  martyrdom,  of  real  faith 
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iJEi  Chrift,  and  of  Ycal  charity  to  men,  and  let 
heroes  of  the  world  hide  their  heads  in  confiifion. 

Judea  feems  to  have  been  at  this  time  without 
a  procurator.  Pontius  Pilate  had  been  difgraced, 
and  Vitellius,  the  governor  of  Syria,  was  a  man  of 
great  moderation  toward  the  Jews.  In  thefe  cir- 
cumftances  the  mildnefs  of  the  Roman  government 
was  eventually  tlie  occafion  of  a  fevcrc  perfecution 
to  the  church.  The  Jewifh  magiftrates,  who  a 
little  before  had  not  the  power  of  life  and  deaths 
aiid  could  not  murder  the  Lord  of  Life  without 
the  intervention  of  their  Roman  matters,  were 
How  left  to  themfclves,  at  leaft  in  religious  con- 
cerns, and  Stephen  was  their  firft  chriftian  viftim* 
He  was  buried  with  great  lamentation  by  the 
church,  and  a  confiderable  number  fufFered  foon 
after. 

A  young  man  called  Saul,  an  Hellenift*  of 
Tarfus,  a  perfon  of  an  aftive  ambitious  fpirit^ 
who  had  been  educated  at  Jcrufalem  under  Ga- 
maliel, and  outftripped  all  his  equals  in  Judaical 
learning,  diftinguiflied  himfelf  in  this  perfecution. 
He  took  care  of  the  clothes  of  the  witnefles  who 
were  employed  in  ftoning  Stephen  f^  and  made 
havock  of  the  church,  entering  into  "  every  houfe, 
•*  and  haling  men  and  women,  committing  them 
^  to  prifon,  and  when  they  were  put  to  death, 
•'  he  gave  his  voice  againft  tl^em."  In  truth,  the 
difciples  fcemed  now  to  be  left  to  the  rage  of  men 
difpofed  to  (hew  them  no  mercy-,  and  a  fuperficial 
obferver  might  have  fuppofed,  that  the  fate  of 
Theudas  and  Judas,  mentioned  by  Gamaliel,  was 
going  to  attend  the  chriftians.  Men  had  not  yet 
learned,  that  the  blood  of  the  martyrs  was  the  feed 
of  the  church.  The  religious  worlhip  of  the  dif- 
B  2  ciples 

*  That  is  one  JMrnand  bred  a  Jew  in  fome  country  where  tht 
Glcek  language  Ivas  ipoken.       f  ^^  ^ui. 
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ciples  muft  have  fufFered  a  grievous  irtterruption. 
Indeed  none  of  them  found  it  fafe  to  remain  thcrc^ 
The  Apoftlcs  alone  thought  good  to  (land  their 
ground,  and  by  the  watchful  care  ot  their  God 
tney  were  preferved.  The  difperfed  chriftians 
preached  the  word  wherever  they  went.  And 
thus  this  perfecution  was  the  firlt  occafion  of  the 
difFufion  of  the  gofpel  through  various  regions^ 
and  what  was  meant  to  annihilate  it,  was  over- 
ruled to  extend  it  exceedingly.  But  we  (hall  con- 
fine ourfelves  in  this  fedion  to  the  church  of  Je- 
rufalem. 

Saul,  who  was  all  attention  to  the  work  of  per- 
fecution, was  vexed  to  hear,  that  a  number  of 
the  chriftians  had  efcaped  to  Damafcus,  an  an- 
tient  city  of  Syria,  and  procured  a  commifTion 
from  the  high  prieft  to  bring  them  bound  to  Je- 
rufalem.  it  was  a  confiderable  journey,  but  re- 
ligious glbry  was  his  idol.  •  When  he  was  near  to 
Damafcus,  a  fudden  light  from  heaven,  exceeding 
even  that  of  the  fun*,  arretted  the  daring  zealot, 
and  ftruck  him  to  the  ground.  At  the  fame  time 
a  voice  called  to  him,  faying,  Saul,  Saul,  why 
perfecuteft  thou  me  ?  And  he  faid.  Who  art 
thou.  Lord  j  and  the  Lord  faid,  **  I  am  Jefus, 
*•  whom  thou  perfecuteft:  It  is  hard  for  thee  to 
**  kick  againft  the  pricks.**  In  this  marvellous 
manner  did  the  Son  of  God  make  known  his  truth, 
his  majefty,  and  his  power  to  this  enterprizing 
persecutor,  and  evince  to  all  ages  what  he  can  do 
to  the  *'  praife  of  the  glory  of  his  grace.**  The 
will  of  Saul  was  broken,  and  made  fubmiffive  to 
God  for  the  firft  time,  "  Lord,  what  wilt  thou  have 
me  to  do,**  was  his  cry  j  and  whenever  this  is  uttered 
from  the  heart,  it  will  not  fail  to  bring  down  the 
divine  bicfling.     He  was  direfted  to  go  into  Da- 

mafeus^ 
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mafcuSy  where  he  remained  three  days  without 
fight  and  without  food,  yet  conftantly  employed 
in  prayer  for  divine  grace  and  mercy.  Thus  con- 
vidion  of  fin  was  preached  to  him,  attended  with 
circumftanccs  more  extraordinary,  but  of  the  fame 
kind  as  that  which  had  been  preached  to  the  three 
thoufand  firft  converts.  For  though  a  work  of 
converting  grace  may  vary  very  much  in  its  cir* 
cumftances,  yet  its  nature  muft  ever  be  the  fame. 
The  grace  of  forgiv€ncfs  by  Jefus  Chrift  would  have 
been  no  welcome  news  to  this  Pharifee,  had  he  (till 
remained  in  the  confidence  of  his  own  righteouf* 
nefs ;  but  now  it  was  as  life  from  the  dead.  Af- 
ter three  days,  by  the  particular  diredion  of  a 
▼ifion  from  the  Lord  Jefus,  Ananias,  a  difciple  of 
Damafcus,  was  fcnt  to  him  with  the  tidings  of 
peace.  He  had  heard  of  the  aAive  malice  of 
Saul,  but  was  encouraged  to  go  by  a  pofitive  de* 
claration  that  Saul  was  a  chofen  veflel.  He  opened 
his  commiflTion  by  informing  him,  that  the  Lord 
Jefus  had  fent  him,  to  the  end  that  he  might  re- 
ceive his  fight,  and  be  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghoft. 
Both  immediately  took  place.  Ananias  exhorted 
him  to  delay  no  longer,  but  to  "  wafti  away  his 
•'  fins,  calling  on  the  name  of  the  Lord*."  He 
was  baptized,  and  ioon  refrefiied  both  in  mind  and 
body  ;  and  from  that  time,  the  whole  vehemence 
of  his  natural  charadter,  and  the  whole  power  of 
his  intellectual  faculties,  which  were  doubtlefs  of 
the  firft  magnitude  among  men,  were  fandtified 
to  the  fervice  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  he  was  engaged 
in  a  courte  of  labours  with  unparalleled  fuccefs  in 
the  church  to  his  death.  For  this  is  he  who  is 
commonly  known  by  the  name  of  St.  Paul,  and 

B  3  his 
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his  memorial  is  blcflcd  for  ever.  He  was  parti- 
cularly commiQioned  to  preach  to  the  Gentiles, 
and  ot  all  the  A  potties  he  feems  to  have  entered 
with  the  greatcit  penetration  into  the  nature  of 
chi'iftianity. '  Salvation  by  grace  through  faith 
was  his  darling  theme,  a  doctrine  diametrically 
oppofite  to  the  fclf  righteous  fchemc  in  which  he 
had  been  wont  to  glory.  His  countrymen  the 
Jews  were  particularly  fierce  in  oppofing  this,  and 
were  ftung  to  the  quick  to  find  the  lofs  of  their 
favourite  champion.  No  doubt  he  had  beci^ 
fincere  in  his  religion  -,  yet  is  he  far  from  excul- 
pating himfelf  on  this  account.  On  the  contrary 
he  magnifies  the  grace  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  as  ex^ 
tended  to  him  a  blafphemcr,  a  perfecutor,  inju-. 
rious,  and  the  chief  of  finners*,  in  whom  the 
long.fufFering  of  the  Lord  had  been  exhibited, 
for  a  pattern  to  them,  who  fhould  hereafter  be- 
lieve  on  him  to  life  everlafting;  that  mankinc^ 
may  know,  that  God  accepts  finners  on  Chrift's 
account  alone,  and  through  faith  in  his  blood, 
and  that  nothing  can  be  more  contrary  to  the 
whole  defign  of  the  gofpel,  than  to  feck  falvation 
by  their  own  works  of  any  kind.  He  feems  ever 
after  to  have  lamented  deeply  the  miferable  ftate 
of  his  countrymen,  who  "  had  a  zeal  for  God, 
"  but  not  according  to  knowledge^."  He  pitied 
their  felf- righteous  Hate-,  he  knew  how  deceitful 
a  fl:ate  it  was  to  thofe  who  were  under  the  power 
of  it,  by  his  own  experience ;  and  while  he  re- 
joiced on  account  of  that  grace  which  had  re- 
deemed  himfelf  from  hell,  he  commiferated  thofe 
who  were  faft  advancing  thither  in  fearlefs  pre- 
fumption.  In  the  third  chapter  of  the  Philippians 
he  gives  us  a  very  particular  view  of  himfelf. 
To  truft  in  any  thing  for  falvation,  except  Chrift 

alone, 
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alone,  is  with  him  to  *^  have  confidence  in  the 
*•  flcfh."  No  man  feemed  once  to  have  had  more 
jult  pretenQons  for  fuch  confidence  than  he.  His 
regular  circumcifion  on  the  eighth  day,  Hebrew 
delcent,  Pharifaic  ftridknefs,  zealous  Judaifm, 
and  blamelefs  morals,  feemed  to  exalt  him  above 
the  common  level  of  his  countrymen  ;  but  he  de- 
clares that  he  ^^  reckoned  all  thefe  things  as  dung, 
*^  that  he  might  win  Chrift  ^^  and  in  him  alone 
he  dcfires  to  be  found  without  his  own  righteouf- 
nefs  to  truft  in,  and  maintains  the  fettled  determi- 
nation of  his  foul  in  this  article  of  juftification. 
Were  it  not  for  the  pervcrfe  blindncfs  of  fallen 
nature,  one  might  be  aftonilhed  to  hear,  after  the 
view  of  fuch  an  account  of  himfelf,  fo  many  per- 
fons  of  learning  and  good  fenfe  ftill  endeavouring 
to  reprefent  him  as  mixing  grace  and  wot  ks  in 
the  fubjedt  of  juftitication,  and  defcribing  him  as 
only  excluding  ceremonial  works  from  the  office 
of  juftifying  a  finner      But  to  proceed  : 

Having  preached  Chritt  for  three  years  abroad, 
he  went  up  to  Jerufalem.  Here  he  attempted  to 
join  himfelf  to  the  church,  but  the  remembrance 
of  what  he  had  been,  and  the  very  imperfedt  ac- 
count which  they  had  of  what  he  then  was,- pre- 
vented the  chriftians  from  receiving  him,  till 
Barnabas  brought  him  to  the  Apoftles,  (two  of 
them  only,  -Peter,  and  James*  the  Lord's  bro^ 
ther,)  and  informed  them  of  his  genuine*  con- 
verfion.  This  cleared  up  all  doubts,  and  he  was 
now  engaged  in  the  work  of  the  miniltry  there, 
and  would  gladly  have  remained  at  Jerufalem  ^ 
but  the  Lord  by  a  vifion  aflured  him,  that  the 
Jews  would  not  receive  his  teftimony,  and  that 
the  great  fcene  of  his  labours,  was  to  be  among 
fhe  Gentiles. 

In 
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In  faft,  fome  addrefs  was  needful  in  his  brethfen 
to  favc  his  life  from  the  rage  of  the  Jews,  and  he 
was  condufted  to  his  native  city  of  Tarfus.  By 
this  time  however  the  fury  ot  perfecution  fub- 
fided  ;  the  Lord  gave  reft  to  his  church,  and  the 
difciples  both  at  Jerufalem  and  elfe>vhere  walked 
in  the  very  beft  manner,  in  which  they  can  walk 
on  this  fide  heaven,  '*  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord, 
**  and  in  the  comfort  of  .the  Holy  Ghoft."  Where 
thefe  go  together,  cxceffes  of  all  forts  are  pre. 
vented ;  and  inward  joy  and  outward  obedience 
<:onfpire  to  demonftrate,  that  there  Chrift  reign<i 
indeed. 

Yet  fo  flow  are  men  to  receive  new  divine 
truths,  efpecially  thofe  which  militate  againft  old 
prejudices,  that  the  chrift ians  of  Jeruialem  con* 
tended  with  Pcteron  account  of  his  intcrcourfewith- 
f  he  Gentiles  of  Caefarea.  The  fiercenefs  of  Peter's 
natural  character  was  now  abated  •,  with  great 
meeknefs  he  reafoned  on  the  cafe  with  his^  bigoted 
brethren,  and  convinced  them  by  the  evident 
proofs  of  the  Grace  of  God  being  voiichfafcd  to 
Qentile^  that  it  was  lawful  to  have  communiofi 
with  them-f.  They  glorified  God,  faying,  ^'  Then 
*'hath  God  alfo  to  the  Gentiles  granted  repentancq 
f*  to  life.**  Unutterable  grace  indeed  to  us,  con- 
fefled  at  length  and  owned  by  our  elder  brethren 
the  Jews !  David  had  juft  reafon  to  fay^  "  Let 
**  me  fall  into  the  hand  of  the  Lord,  for  his  mer- 
**  cies  are  great,  and  let  me  not  fall  into  the  hands 
*'  of  man;};/*  Even  a  converted  Jew  admits  with* 
difficulty,  that  the  Grace  of  God  may  vifit  A 
Gentile. 

The  vifits  of  Paul  to  Jerufalem  feem  to  have 
been  but  fliort.  The  body  of  the  Jewifli  nation 
fought  his  deftruftion,  and  his  Gentile  connec-* 

tions 
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tkms  and  very  moderate  pradice  of  Mofaical  ceti^. 
monies,  rendered  him  no  peculiar  favourite  in  the 
mother  church,  though  they  ^*  could  not  but 
**  glorify  the  Grace  of  God  which  was  in  him*/* 
But  the  church  is  not  perfeA  on  earth.  His  next 
return  to  Jerufalem  was  however  of  a  popular 
kind,  to  convey  the  alms  of  Gentile  converts 
to  the  Jewifti  chriftians  oppreflcd  by  a  **  famine, 
**  which  came  to  pafs  in  the  days  of  Claudius 
"  Caefarf ."  His  companion  to  Jenifalem  was 
Barnabas,  whofe  liberality  in  the  beginning  had 
been  fo  eminent.  This  fervice  being  difcharged, 
they  both  returned  to  minifter  to  the  Gentiks. 

The  civil  power  of  Judea  was  now  in  the  hands 
of  Herod  Agrippa,  a  great  favourite  of  the  Ro-^ 
man  Emperor,  a  perfon  of  confiderable  talents, 
and  full  of  that  fpecious  virtue,  which  in  fecular 
annals  would  entitle  him  to  great  renown  ;  in  tht 
Church  of  Chrift  he  ftands  a  perfi^cutor,  and  hi$ 
virtues  are  in  the  ftrong,  but  juft  language  of 
Auguftine,  j:fplendida  pcccata.  Yet  his  perfecu- 
tion  was  not  the  efFe6t  of  a  cruel  temper.  Had 
the  Jews  regarded  chriftianity  with  a  favourable 
eye,  he  at  leaft  would  have  protefted  it.  But 
long  before  this  time  the  general  favour  of  the 
common  people  toward  the  chriftians  had  been  dif- 
fipated  by  the  adive  malice  of  the  rulers,  and 
Chrift  was  found  to  have  no  lafting  friends,  but 
thofe  whom  he  made  fo  by  cfFeftual  grace.  The 
firft  vi6lim  of  this  politic  perfecution  was  James 
the  fon  of  Zebedee  ;  he  was  flain  with  the  fword, 
the  firft  of  the  Apoftles,  who  departed  from  the 
church  below,  to  join  that  which  is  above. 

Finding  that  the  aft  was  popular,  Herod  at» 
tempted  to  difpatch^  Peter  alio.     But  God  had 

referved 
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uefcrvcd  him  for  more  fcrvices,  and  yet  in  all  ap- 
pearance there  was  no  hope  of  his  prcfervation. 
He  was  imprifonec),  and  Itridly  guarded,  with  a 
▼lew,  after  the  paffover,  when  the  concourfc  of 
Jews  at  Jerufalem  was  very  large,  to  have  him 
publickly  executed.  The  king  pleafed  himfclf 
with  the  idea  of  ingratiating  himfclf  with  his  fub- 
jeds ;  but  the  church  has  arms  which  men  of 
the  world  underftand  not,  and  they  were  vigo- 
roufly  ufed  on  this  occafion. 

A  fpirit  of  earned  perfevering  prayer  was  pour- 
ed on  the  church  of  Jerufalem.     The  Lord  de- 
layed to  anfwer,  till  the  critical  moment ;  a  me- 
thod not  uncommon  of  exercifing  the  faith,  and 
Teal,  and  patience  of  his  people.     By  the  mira- 
culous interpofition  of  an  angel,    he  was,    the 
night  before  his  intended  execution,  delivered  from 
prifon.     At  firfl:  he  imagined  that  to  be  done  in 
vifion,  which  was  a  reality.     At  length  being  fully 
come  to  himfelf,  and  refledting  on  what  the  Lord  had 
done,  he  came  to  the  houfe  of  Mary  the  mother 
of  John  Mark,  a  woman  of  eminent  piety  and 
fome  opulence,  where  many  chriftians  were  ga- 
thered  together   in   the  divine    employment   of 
prayer.     Thofe  only  who  know  what  the  fpirit  of 
prayer  is,  can  conceive  the  vehtrmence  of  wreft- 
|ing,  which  then  engaged  chriftian  hearts.     The 
fcene  which  followed  was  atoncemoft  allonilhing, 
and  moft  pleafing.     They  hear  a  perfon  knock- 
ing at  the  door,  a  young  woman  named  Rhoda 
comes  to  hearken,   (he  knows  Peter's  voice,  joy 
pi  events  her  from  opening  the  gate,  (he  returns  to 
inform  the  fupplicants,  that  Peter  ftood  before  it; 
they  are  induced  to  fufpeft  her  of  infanity,  rather 
than  to  believe  that  their  prayers  were  heard  •,  fo 
flow  are  even  the  beft  to  believe  the  goodnefs  of 
ppd.     She  perfeveres  in  her  firit  a0ertion ;   it 

xnuft 
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muft  then,  fay  they,  be  his  angel*.  Peter  con- 
tinues knocking ;  they  open  at  length,  behold 
him,  and  are  aftonilhed.  Having  waved  his  hand, 
and  brought  them  to  filence,  he  informs  them  of 
the  Lord's  wonderful  interpofition  in  his  favour. 
Go,  fays  he,  and  (hew  thefe  things  to  James,  and 
the  brethren.  James,  who  was  the  Lord's  bro- 
ther, with  himfelf  and  John,  had  the  greateft 
concern  in  the  government  of  the  mother  church -j* 
at  that  time.  Feter  retires  then  to  a  place  of  con* 
cealment.        ^     . 

Little  did  Herod  apprehend  that  his  own  death 
fliould  precede  that  of  his  prifoner.  On  a  public 
occafion,  in  which  he  appeared  in  great  fplendor^ 
he  delivered  an  oration,  fo  pleafing  to  his  audi- 
ence, *•  that  they  (houted,  it  is  the  voice  of  a 
^'  God,  and  not  of  a  man.**  That  moment  he 
was  fmitten  with  an  incurable  difeafe  by  an  angel, 
becaufe  he  *'  gave  not  God  the  glory.**  Tha^ 
pride  and  ambition,  which  had  gained  him  the 
charadter  of  a  patriot,  orator,  and  ftatefman,  were 
puniftied  with  death  by  Him,  >vho  **  feeth  not  at 
♦'  man  feeth,"  and  he  fell  a  warning  to  princes 
not  to  feek  glory  in  oppofition  to  God. 

The  next  memorable  circumftance  in  the  mo- 
ther church  was  **  the  firft  chriftian  council,*' 
which  will  deferve  our  particular  attention.  The 
controverfy  which  occafioned  it,  involved  a  fub- 
jeft  of  vaft  confequence  in  real  religion. 

J  About  twenty  years  had  elapfed  fince  the  out- 

pouring 

**  The  idea  of  the  miniflry  of  angels  among  men  was  popular 
with  the  Jews ;  poifibly  thefe  good  men  might  carry  it  too  far. 
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t  I  once  for  all  obferve  here,  that  the  niceties  of  chronology 
make  no  part  of  my  (iudy  in  this  work.,  Yet  I  (hall  endeavour  to 
attend  fo  much  to  hiliorical  connexion,  as  to  be  generally  right 
within  a  few  years.  This  feeros  fufficieot  for  my  purpofe»  an4 
)iirhoever  attends  to  the  lecond  and  third  chapters  to  the  GalatiaoSi 
ffill  fee,  that  I  caiuot  err  much  in  this  ioitaoce. 
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pouring  of  the  Spirit  had  commenced,  a  period 
of  time,  in  which,  even  in  the  midft  of  one  of  the 
moft  wicked  nations  in  the  world,  God  h^d  creft- 
ed  his  kingdom  in  the  hearts  of  thoufands,  in 
Jcrufalem  and  the  neighbourhood,  who  had  lived 
in  great  unanimity  and  charity,  **  keeping  the 
'*  unity  of  the  fpirit  in  the  bond  of  peace,**  con- 
fcious  of  their  Divine  Matter's  fpiritual  prefence, 
and  rejocing  in  hope  of  his  fecond  coming  to 
complete  their  felicity.  They  had  fuftained  in 
his  ftrength,  with  much  patience,  two  very  fever* 
perfecutions,  in  the  former  of  which  a  Deacon, 
in  the  fecond  an  Apoftle  had  fealed  the  truth  with 
his  blood.  In  an  earlier  part  of  this  period  their 
holy  harmony  had  been  a  little  interrupted  by  a 
iecular  contention  ;  but  this  was  foon  compofed. 
The  time  was  not  yet  arrived,  when  thofe,  who 
called  themfelves  chriftians,  could  fo  much  for- 
get the  dignity  of  their  profeffion,  as  to  contend 
paffionately  for  worldly  things.  The  prefent 
controverfy  had  a  more  intimate  connection  with 
tht  chriftian  religion  itfelf,  and  therefore  feemed 
more  likely  to  difturb  the  union  of  men,  with  whom 
fpiritual  objcfts  were  the  chief  ground  of  concern. 
The  Jews  were  ftrongly  attached  to  their  own  re- 
ligious national  peculiarities.  Under  the  in- 
fluence of  pride,  envy,  and  other  evil  paflions^, 
this  difpofition  fupported  the  fpirit  of  felf-righte- 
oufnefs.  Nothing  could  be  more  contrary  to  the 
genius  of  the  gofpel  than  the  attempt  of  fome 
chriftian  Jews,  who  endeavoured  to  infufe  into 
the  Gentile  converts  an  idea  of  the  neceffity  of 
circumcifion,  and  of  obedience  to  the  whole  of 
the  Mofaic  ceremonial,  in  order  to  falvation. 
Some  of  the  Pharifees  themfelves  were  now  real 
chriftians,  but  they  were  difpleafed  to  fee  and 
hear  of  fo  many  Gentiles  admitted  into  the  chrif- 
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tian  church,  and  regarded  by  the  Aperies  as  on 
an  equal  footing  with  themfelves  in  the  favour  of 
God.  Thus  were  their  minds  darkened  with  re-» 
fpedl  to  the  article  of  juftification ;  and  before 
they  were  aware,  by  thus  infifting  on  the  necef- 
fity  of  circumcifion,  they  practically  averred,  that 
the  Grace  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  was  not  fuffi-  v 
cient  for  man's  falvation,  that  the  favour  of  God 
was  to  be  purchafed  by  human  works  in  part  at 
leaft,  and  that,  they  by  theif  ritual  obfcrvancca 
contributed  to  their  acceptance  with  God. 

This  was  the  firft  time  that  the  natural  pride 
and  ignorance  of  the  human  heart,  difguifed  un- 
der the  pretence  of  religious  zeal,  attempted  to 
undermine  the  fimplicity  of  the  faith,  by  which 
hitherto  chrirtians  had  rcfted  with  complacency  on 
Jefus  alone,  had  enjoyed  peace  of  confcience,  and 
had  been  conftraincd  to  obedience  by  love.  The 
Apoftles  Paul  and  Barnabas  looked  on  the  grow- 
ing evil  with  a  jealous  eye,  and  after  no  fmall^ 
fruitlefs  altercation  with  the  zealots,  thought  it 
bed  to  reter  the  full  confideration  of  the  queftion 
to  a  council  ot  Apoftles  and  Elders  at  Jerufalem. 
And  now  Paul  returned  to  Jerufalem  the  third 
time  fince  his  converfion,  and  about  feventecn 
years  after  it ;  and  in  his  progrefs  with  Barnabas, 
reported  the  converfion  of  the  Gentiles,  which 
gave  great  joy  to  the  chriftian  Jews  in  general. 

At  the  council  Peter,  who  was  returned  to  Je- 
rufalem, and  fince  Agrippa's  death  was  no  longer 
molcfted,  opened  the  debate  by  obferving,  that 
a  confiderable  time  ago,  God  had  feleded  him 
to  preach  to  the  Gentiles,  and  had  bleffed  his  la- 
bours with  unequivocal  fuccefs,  in  purifying  their 
hearts  by  faith,  and  in  difpenfing  the  Holy  Ghoft 
among  them,  no  lefs  than  on  the  Jews.  After 
God  hjimfelf  had  thus  decided^  he  faid  it  appeared 
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prefumptuous  in  any  to  impofe  a  yoke  on  the  Gert-* 
tiles,  from  which  the  Divine  Indulgence  had  ex- 
empted them.  He  infilled  that  the  yoke  itfelf, 
cfpccially  when  laid  on  the  confcience  as  neceflary 
to  falvation,  was  intolerable;  and  concluded^ 
that  even  they,  who  ftill,  for  charitable  and 
prudential  reafons,  perfifted  in  the  ritual  obfer- 
vances,  were  yet  obliged  to  feparate  them  from 
the  confcience,  and  to  repofe  for  falvation  only  on 
the  "  Grace  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,'*  as  well  as 
thefe  Gentiles,  who  never  had  obferved  them  at 
all.  This  full  teftimony  of  Peter  was  fupported 
by  Paul  and  Barnabas,  who  gave  large  proof 
of  the  Divine  Grace  vouchfafed  to  Gentiles. 
James,  who  feems  to  have  been  the  (landing 
paftor  of  Jerufalem,  confirmed  the  fame  argu- 
ment, by  the  prophets  of  the  Old  Teftament^ 
agreeably  to  Peter's  declaration  of  the  mercy  of* 
God  in  vifiting  the  Gentiles.  He  gave  his  opi- 
nion, that  the  Gentiles  ihould  no  longer  be  mo* 
lefted  with  notions  fubverfive  of  the  Grace  of* 
God,  and  tending  to  teach  them  dependance  on 
human  works  inftead  of  the  atonement  of  Chrift 
for  falvation.  Only  he  recommended,  that  the 
councils  fhould  dire6t  them  to  abftain  from  pol- 
lutions of  idols,  and  from  fornication,  and  from 
things  ftrangled,  and  from  blood*.  For  the  num- 
ber of  Jews  difperfcd  through  Gentile  cities,  and 
who  heard  Mofes  read  every  Sabbath-day,  requir- 
ed thefe  precautions, 

A  letter  was  fent  according  to  thefe  views,  nor 
does  it  appear  that  there  was  one  diflenting  voice 
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in  the  council.  It  is  remarkable,  that  the  fynod 
ufed  this  ftriking  expreflion  of  cenfure  againft  the 
zealots,  they  "  troubled  you  with  words,  fub- 
**  verting  your  fouls."  Certainly  the  charitable 
Apoftles  would  not  fo  ftrongly  have  rebuked  a 
trifling  error.  Nor  is  there,  1  think,  any  other 
method  of  underftanding  this  aright,  but  on  the 
principles  already  dated,  that  the  harm  did  not 
lie  in  the  ceremonies  themfelves,  virtually  abro- 
gated as  they  all  were  by  the  death  of  Chrift,  and 
which  the  Apoftles  themfelves,  fome  of  them  who 
lived  in  Judea  conftantly,  the  reft  occafionally 
praitifed,  but  in  the  dependance  for  falvation 
placed  on  them,  in  oppofition  to  the  Grace  of 
Chrift.  Here  they  knew  it  behoved  them  to  be 
jealous,  that  God  might  be  glorified,  and  fouls 
comforted ;  and  the  joy,  and  confolation,  and 
eftablilhment  in  the  faith*,  which  enfued  amongft 
the  Gentiles,  confirms  this  interpretation. 

It  is  to  be  feared,  that  the  church  of  Jerufalem 
received  not  all  the  benefit  from  the  wifdom  and 
charity  of  the  council,  which  was  to  be  wiftied ; 
though  it  doubtlefs  would  be  of  fervice  to  many. 
But  its  moft  wholefome  effcdts  were  felt  among 
the  Gentiles.  The  account  which  we  have  in  the 
Epiftle  to  the  Galatians  leads  us  to  fufpeft,  that 
the  felf' righteous  fpirit  had  a  very  deep  in* 
flucnce  among;  fome  members  of  the  church  at 
Jerufalem.  The  Apoftle  Paul  was  obliged  to 
exercifc  a  particular  caution  among  them,  and  to 
confer  in  private  with  the  pillars  of  the  church, 
left  he  (hould  give  umbrage  to  the  Jewifli  chrif- 
tians,  and  hurt  his  own  ufefulnefs  among  his 
countrymen -f.  In  this  he  a£ted  with  equal  pru- 
dence and  charity;  yet  nothing  could  induce  him 
to  aft  inconfiftently  with  the  faith.     To  prefs  the 
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Gentile  converts  to  Jewifli  conformity,  appeared 
to  him  in  this  light,  as  no  reafons  but  thofe  of 
peace,  charity,  and  prudential  expediency  could 
be  pleaded  for  the  continuance  of  fuch  obl'ervances 
even  among  Jews ;  and  therefore  among  Gentiles, 
who  never  had  been  under  the  yoke,  no  other  con*  * 
ftrudion  could  be  put  on  the  praftice,  than  that  it 
was  neceffary  to  falvation,  and  that  the  primary 
dodrine  of  the  chriftian  religion,  the  fufficiency  of 
the  blood  of  Chrift  for  pardon  of  fin  wasdifbelieved. 
The  Apoftle  therefore,  who  on  another  occafion 
circumcifcd  Timothy*  becaufe  of  the  Jews  in  the 
neighbourhood,  he  being  by  the  mother's  fide  of 
Hebrew  extraftion,  now  infifted,  that  Titus,  a 
pcrfedt  Gentile,  (hould  not  be  circumcifcd f,  be- 
caufe of  falfe  brethren,  who'  had  craftily  intro- 
duced themfelves  among  the  chriftians,  with  a 
view  to  undermine  their  dependance  on  Jcfus,  and 
to  draw  them  back  to  the  felf-righteoufnefs  of 
Judaifm.  The  liberty  of  Chrift  was  what  he  was 
^sealous  to  fupport,  and  he  would  not  for  an  hour 
allow  any  felf-righteous  mixtures,  "  that  the 
*'  truth  of  the  gofpel  might  continue  with  them 4" 
an  exprefiion  which  throws  farther  light  on  the 
controverfy  wc  have  reviewed,  and  fliews  that 
not  circumcifion  itfelf,  but  the  dependance  on  it 
for  falvation  in  the  room  of  Chrift,  was  the  great 
objedl  of  the  Apoftle's  oppofition. 

He  had  hitherto  found,  to  his  fatisfadbion,  that 
all  his  brethren  of  the  Apoftolic  college  had 
heartily  concurred  in  checking  the  progrefs  of 
felf-righteoufnefs.  But  a  lamentable  inftance  of 
human  imbecillity  foon  appeared.  Peter,  after 
having  j;  taken  a  focial  meal  with  fome  Gentile 
converts,  afterwards  withdrew  from  their  com- 
pany, on  the  arrival  of  fome  Jewifh  zealots,  who 
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tftnrie  to  him  from  James ;  and  thus  for  ftar  of 
their  cenfure  he  durft  not  keep  company  with 
men,  whofe  fellowlhip  he  yet  inwardly  reveren- 
ced, and  expciJted  to  enjoy  in  heaven.  An  error 
committed  by  a  refpeftable  charafter  is  infe&ious* 
Other  Jews  diflembled  with  him ;  even  Barnabas 
was  carried  away  with  their  diffimulation,  and 
the  truth  of  the  gofpel  was  in  danger  of  being 
forfaken  on  the  authority  of  thofe,  who  had 
hitherto  upheld  its  ftandard  in  the  world.  Such 
infirmities  of  the  wife  and  good  (hew,  to  whom 
alone  we  are  obliged  for  the  prefervation  of  chrif- 
tian  truth  in  the  earth.  The  Lord  rouzed  the 
fpirit  of  Paul  on  the  occafion ;  he  vindicated  the 
truth  of  the  gofpel  by  an  open  and  manly  rebuke 
of  Peter,  and  a  check  was  put  to  the  growing  tor- 
rent of  Pharifaifm,  that  dark  but  deadly  foe 
of  the  gofpel,  which  in  one  form  or  other  is  ever 
ready  to  cloud  the  light  of  truth,  and  to  fap  the 
foundation  of  chriftian  peace  and  life. 

St.  PauPs  fourth  vifit  to  Jerufalem  is  but  juft 
mentioned*.  His  fifth  was  attended  with  more 
memorable  events.  It  was  feen  by  the  fpirit  of 
prophecy,  that  he  would  undergo  bitter  perfecu- 
tion  from  the  infidel  Jews ;  and  the  guarded 
kindnefs  with  which  he  was  received  by  many, 
even  of  the  believers  there,  formed  no  pleafing 
inducement  to  him  to  repeat  his  vifits.  But  di- 
vine charity  prevailed  over  all ;  he  rebuked  his 
friends  at  Caefarea,  who  difluaded  him  from  pro- 
fecuting  his  journey,  by  profefling  his  readinefs 
*'  not  only  to  be  bound,  but  alfo  to  die  at  Jeru«- 
*♦  falem,  for  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefusf ."  His 
rcfignation  filenced  them  i  ^  they  faid.  The  will 
**  of  the  Lord  be  done/*    On  his  arrival  he  wait- 
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ed  on  James,  and  in  the  prefence  of  all  the  elders 
recounted  the  work  of  God  among  the  Gentiles. 
They  glorified  the  Lord,  and  rejoiced  fincerely 
on  the  account ;  but  at  the  feme  time  exprefled 
what  concern  it  gave  them  to  find,  how  jealous 
of  Paul  the  brethren  were,  having  heard  a  falfc 
report  of  his  teaching  all  the  Jews  to  forfake  the 
Mofaic  obfervances.  Doubtlefs  he  had  not  done 
this  ;  but  he  had  done  what  difpleafed  the  Jewifli 
zealots;  he  had  infifted  on  the  exemption  of  Gen- 
tiles from  the  yoke,  and  men  once  out  of  humour 
are  difpofed  to  hearken  to  malevolent  exaggera- 
tions. In  this  exigency  the  advice  of  James  was 
at  once  prudent  and  charitable,  that  he  fhould 
join  with  four  men,  who  were  bound  by  a  Naza* 
rite  vow  in  the  cuftomary  fervices  of  the  temple, 
till  a  facrifice  Ihould  be  offered  for  each  of  them. 
With  this  Paul  concurred,  and  gave  the  cleareft 
proof  that  he  knew  how  to  conform  both  to  Jew 
and  Gentile  in  things  indifferent,  with  a  view  to 
promote  the  falvation  of  men.  A  few  remarks  on 
this  fubjeft  (hall  bring  it  to  a  clofc. 

1.  We  fee  here  that  really  there  was  no  diffe- 
rence of  fcntimcnt  between  Paul  and  James  in  re- 
ligious opinions,  as  from  a  few  *  expreCTions  in  the 
epiftle  of  the  latter  fome  are  glad  to  infinuate. 
Thefe  two  Apoftles,  and  indeed  the  whole  coU 
lege,  were  perfedlly  agreed  in  their  views  of  the 
nature  of  the  gofpel. 

2.  In  Peter  there  evidently  was,  in  one  inftance, 
a  duplicity  of  condud  with  refped  to  the  Mofaic 
rites,  in  Paul  a  (leady  uniformity.  He  lived  as  a 
Jew  himfelf :  vows,  fynagogue-worfhip,  and. the 
various  rites  of  the  law  he  obferved,  not  even  fa- 
crifices  excepted,  on  occafion.  He  could  not 
indeed  look  on  them  now  in  any  other  light  than 
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fts  branches  6f  ah  human  eftablifhment;  fince  the 
death  of  Chrift  had  annulled  their  divine  autho- 
rity. The  eftablifhttient  itfelf  he  knew  was  foon 
to  ccafe  by  the  dcftruiflion  of  Jerufalem.  To  him 
and  to  the  reft  of  the  Apoftlcs  it  appeared  more 
charitable,  to  fubmit  to  the  inconveniences  of 
conformity,  than  to  irritate  the  who]e  body  of 
the  Jews  on  account  of  clrcumftantials.  On  this 
ground  pious  men  in  all  ages  have  afted,  and 
thofc  who  have  moft  excelled  in  chriftian  fruitful- 
nefs,  have  been  moit  remarkable  for  their  candour. 
At  tlie  fame  time  the  inflexible  firmnefs  of  Pisigl 
in  vindicating  the  dodrine  of  juftification,  by 
allowing  on  no  account  the  circumcidon  of 
Gentiles,  informs  us,  where  he  laid  the  ftrefs  for 
falvation.  This  union  of  candour  and  firmnefs  in 
the  fame  perfon,  afting  varioufly  in  oppofitc  cir- 
cumftances,  has  led  fome  writers  to  accufe  him 
of  inconfiftency,  who  feem  not  to  have  under- 
ftood  the  principles  of  the  controverfy.  This  was 
the  cafe  of  Jerom  of  old.  His  controverfy  with 
Auguftin  on  the  fubjedt  is  yet  extant  in  the 
cpiftlcs  of  the  latter,  whofe  ftatement  of  the  affair 
]  think  perfedly  juft,  and  it  is  agreeable  to  the 
views  in  which  the  conduit  of  the  Apoftle  has 
now  been  exhibited. 

3.  We  fee  here  how  infinitely  important  the 
do6krinc  of  juftification  is  :  What  excellent  fruits 
it  had  brought  forth*  in  the  Jewifli  church,  now 
confifting  of  many  thoufands,  has  been  (hewn. 
Ic  appears  how  naturally  the  human  heart  departs 
from  the  faith  of  Chrift,  before  it  is  aware.  The 
penetrating  and  zealous  fpirit  of  Paul  was  em- 
ployed by  the  divine  goodnefs,  to  uphold  ft  ill  the 
ftandard  of  truth.  Many,  no  doubt,  received 
benefit  from  his  example-,  but  the  glory  of  this 
church  was  now  rather  finking. 

C  2  4,  The 

^  Ads  xxi.  ao. 


(     S6-    ) 

4.  Tiie  evil  of  bigotry  is  no  lefs  evident,  and 
how  naturally  it  conneds  itfclf  with  fclt-righte- 
oufnefs  is  apparent.  An  eager  ftrcfs  laid  on  any 
ritr,  or  form,  or  external  work  whatever,  eafily 
thus  degenerates.  Stedfallnefs  in  the  faith,  and 
candour,  and  charity,  are,  under  God,  our  prefcr- 
vativcs  againft  it. 

There, was  little  opportunity  of  trying  the  ef- 
fcft  of  the  charitable  fcheme  concerted  between 
the  two  Apoftles  on  the  minds  of  chriftians,  be- 
canfe  before  the  fevtn  days  were   expired,    the 
malice  of  the  infidel  Jews  broke  out  againft  liinn. 
St.  Luke's  narrative  trom  the  twenty-firft  chapter 
to  the  end  ot  his  hillory,  is  fpent  on  the  confe- 
qucnccs  of  this.     With  what  cheerfulnefs,  mag- 
xianiniity,  charity,  and  piety  the  Apoftle  behaved, 
what  power  of  conviftion  the  Lord  gave  to  his  word 
in  throwing  a  Roman  governor  into  a  fit  of  trem- 
bling, and  in  inducing  a  king  to  confefs  his  al- 
molt  conviction  of  chnftianity,  with  what  provi- 
dential  care  his  perfon  was  guarded  from  Jewilh 
malice  by  his  privilege  of  Roman  citizenfhip,  and 
what  perils  he  underwent  by  fea  and  land,  till  he 
arrived  a  prifoner  at  Rome,  and  there  for  two 
years  laboured  in  the  miniftry  among  them  who 
'  vifited  him  in  his  imprifonment  -,  thefe  thinge  arc 
fo  circumftantialiy,    and,  I    may  juftly  add,   fo 
beautifully  related   by  the  facrcd   writer,  that  I 
ihail  refer  my  reader  to  him  altogether,  efpecially 
as  neither  the  hiftory  of  the  mother-church,  nor 
of  any  other  particular  churches,  is  connefted 
with  the  account. 

The  malice  of  the  Jews  baviag  failed  of  its  ob- 
jed  in  Paul  by  his  appeal  to  peefar,  would  gladlr 
have  gratified  itfelf  on  James.  But  he,  though 
xio  -Romaa  ^citizen,  was^Ihieldcd  Jby  £he  Icaity  of  the 
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Roman  government  a  licde  longer.  His  long  re- 
fidence  at  Jcrufalcm,  where  he  was  flationary  at 
fcaft  for  the  mod  part,  had  given  him  an  oppor- 
tunity, by  a  blamelefs  life,  to  abate  the  prejudice 
of  his  unbelieving  countrymen,  and  to  extort  the 
tribute  of  praife  from  the  populace  in  general. 
About  the  year  of  our  Lord  60,  he  wrote  his  ca^ 
tholic  q>iftle.'  It  is  addrefled  to  Jews  in  ge- 
neral ;  lometimes  he  fpeaks  to  chriftians,  fome- 
times  to  infidels,  like  a  pcrfon  well  known,  and 
of  confiderable  influence  among  both.  The  co- 
vctoufnefs,  inhumanity,  and  perfecuting  fpirit  of 
the  nation  are  dclcrtbed  in  ftrong  colours,  and  he 
writes  like  one  who  forcfees  the  I'pcedy  defolation 
which  was  to  overtake  tfaem.  By  the  prafticaF 
turn  of  his  doftrine,  by  his  dcfcanting  on  the 
vices  of  the  tongue*,  their  partiality  tq  the  rich, 
and  contemptuous  treatment  of  the  poor  in  chrif- 
tian  aflVmbliesf,  and  his  direftion  againft  vain 
fwearing:!:,  it  is  but  too  evident,  that  the  church 
had  confivlcrably  declined  from  its  original  purity 
and  fimplicity ;  and  that  the  crafts  of  Satan,  aided 
ever  by  natural  depravity,  were  wearing  out  apace; 
the  precious  fruits  of  that  "  out- pouring"  of  the 
Spirit,  which  has  been  defcribed.  Such  is  the 
common  courfe  of  things  in  all  fimilar  cafes,  within 
the  like  perio.l  of  about  thirty  years.  The  Lord 
had  not  however  forfaken  his  church  ;  and  the 
members  of  it  were  in  a  perfecuted  ftate,  and  were 
brought  before  Jewilh  magiftrates§,  and  vexed,  fa 
far  as  the'rage  of  this  infatuated  nation  had  power 
to  exert  itfelf.  He  particularly  exhorts  them  to 
patience  under  their  trials,  and  a  refignation  to 
the  Divine  Will. 

About   the  fame  time,   or        ittle  after,  this 
church  was  favoured  with  the  epiftle  to  the  He- 
C  3  brews^ 

*  Ghaf .  tit.    t  CXitp.  ii.    t  ^hap.  ?.    %  Chap,  ii,  6. 
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brews,  which  feems  to   have  been  written  by  Sf, 
Paul*, 

As  apoftacy,  partly  througi^  the  fafhiopable 
and  natural  evil  of  relf-righteoufnefs,  and  partly 
through  the  cruelty  of  perfccution,  was  the  grdJa^ 
evil  to  be  feared  among  them,  he  dircfts  them 
particularly  to  maintain  the  chriftian  faifh.  He 
largely  and  diftinftly  (hews  the  accompiilhmept  of 
all  Mofaic  types  in  Jefus.  Hi^  pricfl  hoqd,  facrifice, 
and  interceffion  are  amply  defcribcd.  The  privi- 
leges and  benefits  of  his  falvation  are  diftinftly 
ftated.  He  exhorts  them  to  conftancy  in  the 
fimple  faith  of  Chrift.  He  recommends  thcin  tQ 
pcrfevere  in  fupporting  their  chriftian  aflemblies, 
irom  which  fomcf  had  declined,  probably  through 
ifear  of  perfecution.  He  reminds  them  of  the  fe- 
verities  they  had  patiently  undergone  after  their 
£rfl:  illumination,  of  the  compalfion  which  hi^ 
fuffcrings  had  excited  among  them,  and  h^w 
cheerfully  they  had  endured  the  fpoiling  of  their 
goods,  from  the  confidence  they  "  had  of  a  better 
**  and  enduring  fubftance.'*  The  whole  turn  of 
his  exhortation  (hews,  that  they  were  in  a  Itate  of 
grievous  moleftation  at  the  time  of  writing  thi^ 
cpiftle.  And  yet  from  their  dulncfs  in  divine 
things,  very  ftrongly  reprehended  J,  it  is  certaiq 
their  fpiritual  tafte  was  declined.  The  perfecution 
pf  St.  Papl  at  Jerutalem  probably  excited  a  gene- 
ral hoftility  againll  ihe  church.  That  it  did  not 
proceed  to  bipod  §.  feems  owing  to  no  other  caufe 
than  the  proteAion  of  the  Roman  government.  He 
is  particularly  earnc(t  in  exhorting  them  to  remem- 
ber and  hold  faft  the  grace  of  the  gofpel,  which  their 
firft  minifters  had  taught  them,  to  confider  that 

Jefus 

*  St.  Peter,  iphit  f^ood  epiftle  to  the  Jews,  reminds  them  of 
St.  Paal't  letter  to  them,  wbicb  could  ha?e  been  oo  other  tbao  thk| 
•piftlc. 
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Jefus  Chrift  was  their  great  objed,  and  that  a 
return  to  Jewilh  dependencies  would  ruin  their 
fouls.  On  the  whole,  we  have  here  the  moft 
glorious  views- of  the  gofpel,  and  the  moft  dif- 
.tinfl:  information  of  the  nature  of  a  true  adhe- 
rence to  it ;  though  I  fee  no  evidence  on  the  face 
of  the  epiftle  for  concluding,  that  he  forbad  them 
that  fame  occafional  and  prudential  compliance 
with  Judaifm  in  external  obfervances,  which  all 
the  Apoftles  praftifed.  It  was  the  departure  of 
the  heart  from  the  Lord  Jefus,  againft  which  he 
warned  them.  He  dwells  not  largely  on  parti- 
cular duties.  He  had  not  lived  much  among 
them,  and  fpecial  details  of  praAical  matters 
came  better  from  the  paftoral  pen  of  James. 

Thus  earneftly  did  f^efe  two  Apoftles  inftruft 

*  and  warn  a  declining  church.     But  grace  has  its 

feafons !  God  will  not  always  ftrive  with  man  •, 

yet  the  ufe  of  the  epiftles  will  remain,  till  time 

fhall  be  no  more. 


SECTION    11. 


JUDEA  AND  GALILEE. 


THE  Holy  Land  was  divided  into  three  pro- 
vinces, JuDEA,GALiLEE,and  Samaria.  This 
laft  was  in  a  (ituation  fo  peculiar,  as  to  deferve  to 
be  confidered  diftinftly.  And  of  the  churches  of 
the  two  former,!  have  not  much  more  to  fay, 
than  that  their  ftate,  by  fair  analogy,  may  be  efti- 
mated  from  that  of  the  mother  church.  Indeed 
a  ftrong  foundation  had  been  laid  for  their  con- 
Tcrfion  by  the  n^iniftry  of  John  the  Baptift»  and  by 

that 
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that  of  our  Lord  in  the  days  of  his  flefh.  Tbo 
angel  Gabriel  had  foretold  of  the  fon  of  Zacharias^ 
**  that  many  of  the  phildrea  of  Ifracl  he  ihould 
"  turn  to  the  Lord  their  God*/*  Repentance 
was  his  theme,  and  by  this  he  prepared  the  way 
of  the  Lord.  Jefus  himfelf  condcicended  in  hi$ 
fubordinate  capacity  of  prophet  and  teacher  to 
purfue  the  fame  method,  though  no  regular 
churches  were  yet  formed.  He  promifed  that  the 
gift  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  fhould  be  vouchfafcd  rq 
his  difciples^  and  wc  have  feveral  intimations  f, 
that  a  greater  degree  of  fucccfs,  of  purity,  of 
knowledge,  and  of  glory,  Ihould  attend  his  reli- 
gion after  he  ihould  leave  this  world,  than  during 
his  perfpn^l  muiiftry:|;. 

Judea  and  Galilee  being,  thus  prepared  for  the 
gofpel,  the  bleffcd  tidings  began  to  bp  rprea4 
through  them,  and  to  be  attended  with  rapid  fiiCr 
cefs,  loon  after  the  firft  perfecution  which  arofe 
about  Stephen.  Thofe  who  had  felt  the  flame  o( 
Divine  Lbve  in  Jcrufalem,  being  obliged  to  flee, 
preached  through  thcfe  regions,  and  many  thou- 
fands  were  converted,  as  we  have  fccn.  The  mo- 
ther church,  no  doubt,  was  the  mod  numerous, 
but  various  churches  in  the  country  muft  have 
contributed  to  make  up  the  fum.  1  he  fmall  fize 
of  Paleftine  may  tempt  feme  to  wonder,  if  many 
thoufands  became  chrifl:ians,  how  the  main  body 
of  the  nation  could  yet  remain  in  infidelity.  The 
amazing  populoufnefs  and  fertility  of  the  country 
accounts  for  this.  The  number  of  populous 
towns,  in  Galilee  particularly,  is  adonifhing,  at 
appears  from  Jofephus's  narrative  of  the  Jewift 

w^n 

•  Luke  i.  %,    t  J^^**  *'^-  ^^^  *^'* 
t  Let  this  accdant  once  for  ill,  for  the  much  greater  ofe  wbich  I 
make  of  the  A€t$  aod  of  ;the  Epiftles*  than  of  the  four  Gofpclt. 
^eie  lafl  are  iodeed  ineftimable ;  but  their  ofes  are  of  aootber 
Ubdj  and  &U  not  within  the  plan  of  this  work. 
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war.  The  fingle  town  of  Gadara^,  near  the  lake 
of  Gennezaret,  by  no  means  a  town  of  the  firft 
magnitude,  maintained  two  thoufand  fwine*.  If 
then  the  importance  of  regions  be  meafured  by 
the  number  of  inhabitants,  rather  than  by  the  ex^ 
pent  of  ground,  this  fmall  country  might  vie  pei> 
itaps  witti  modern  Ruflia. 

Of  theie  churches  the  firft  inftruments  were  not 
the  Apoftles  themfelves,  though  they  doubtlefs 
rifited  them    afterwards,    and   confirmed   them. 

i fames  the  fon  of  Zebedee  would  not  confine  his 
abours  to  Jerufalem,  till  the  time  of  his  mar- 
tyrdom,  no  more  than  the  reft  of  the  twelve,  if 
perhaps  we  except  James  the  fon  of  Alpheus, 
who  was  the  firft  ftanding  Paftor  of  Jerufalem. 

Thefe  churches,  moft  probably,  followed  the 
example  of  the  Parent-chqrch,  both  in  its  firft  love 
and  comfortable  progrefs,  and  alfo  in  its  unhappy 
declen(ion.  Peter's  adlivity  in  eftabliftiing  them  was 
very  confpicuous.  •^  The  Lord  wrought  eflTcSu- 
ally"  in  him  for  the  converfion  of  the  Jews  al} 
along-f-.  He  paffed  through  all  quarters,  and  vifited 
the  places  moft  remote  from  the  capital,  fuch  as 
Lydda,  Saron,  and  Joppa  J.  In  all  thefe  places 
the  Spirit  of  God  accompanied  his  work.  It  was 
in  this  laft  city  that  the  Lord  by  him  raifed 
Tabitha  from  the  dead.  I  Ihould  fcarce  have 
mentioned  this  miracle,  in  a  work  which  profefles 
all  along  to  record  the  ordinary,  not  the  extra<^ 
ordinary  operations  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  were  not 
the  woman  diftinguifticd  by  *'  her  good  works  and 
^  alms-deeds  which  ftie  did.^'  All  the  widows  ftood 
by  Peter  weeping,  and  (hewing  the  ^^  coats  and  gar^ 
^'  ments  which  (he  had  made,  while  (he  was  with 
*'  them.**  Thus  had  this  woman's  faith  evidenced 
jtfelf  by  good  works,  and  the  Spirit  of  Piety  and  of 

Prayer 
<^Marl^?.i}.    tGal.ii.9.    lA^ix. 
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Prayer  had  gone  hand  in  hand  with  that  of  induf^ 
trious  beneficence  Hail,  Tabitha !  thou  haft  the 
higheft  glory,  and  of  the  molt  folid  kind,  which  is 
attainable  on  earth.  But  the  reader  fees  how  iimple 
and  low  chriftian  exploits  mud  appear  in  the  eyes 
of  worldly  men.  They  are  not  like  the  fwelling 
deeds  of  heroes  and  ftatefmen,  which  have  hither- 
to, for  the  mod  part,  monopolized  the  hiilorit 
page.  But  the  perfons  who  are  influenced  by  the 
Spirit  of  Chrift,  with  Tabitha,  will  yet  know  with 
whom  they  would  wifli  to  be  numbered.  The 
femM<^  fex,  almofl.  excluded  from  civil  hiltory, 
will  appear  perhaps  more  confpicuous  in  ecclefi- 
aftical.  Lefs  immerfed  in  fecular  concerns,  and 
lefs  haughty  and  independent  in  fpirit,  they  feem, 
in  all  ages,  to  have  had  their  full  proportion,  or 
more  than  the  other  fex,  of  the  grace  of  the  gofpeU 


SECTION    III. 


SAMARIA. 

THIS  country  lay  in  the  midft  between  Judea 
and  Galilee,  though  diftinguilhcd  from 
them  both  in  its  polity  and  religion.  The  inha- 
bitants poflcflcd  a  large  part  of  the  diftrift,  which 
had  belonged  to  the  ten  tribes,  whom  the  kings 
of  Aflyria  had  carried  into  captivity.  Thcfe  con- 
querors had  filled  their  vacant  place  with  various 
colonifts*,  who  mixed  the  worlhip  of  Jehovah 
with  their  idols,  vainly  boafted  of  their  relation 
to  Jacobf,  profeflcd  to  regard  the  law  of  Mofcs, 
and  dcfpifed  or  at  leaft  depreciated  the  reft  of  the 

'  ^  «  Kingi  zfii.   t  Joho  t.  it. 
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Old  Teftament.  Our  Saviour  clearly  decides  the 
conteft  which  for  ages  had  been  carried  on  be-, 
tween  them  and  the  Jews,  in  favour  of  the  lat*^ 
ter*.  But  riiough  the  Samaritan  was  an  idolater 
in  his  very  foundation,  yet  in  moral  praftice  he 
appears  not  worfe  than  the  Jew.  Both,  indeed, 
were  at  this  time  extremely  corrupted,  and  gloried 
in  cherifhing  an  enmity,  which  forbad  them  tha 
exercife  of  common  humanity  to  one  another. 

The  Pivinc  Saviour  pitied  this  people.  He 
vifited  them  himfelff,  and  fome  finners  were 
ponverted.  He  made  a  fecond  attempt  J,  but  the 
bigotry  of  the  village  to  which  he  approached, 
prevented  them  from  receiving  him  there,  a  cir- 
pumftance  which  excited  the  fiery  zeal  of  the  two 
fons  of  Zebedee,  and  gave  occafion  to  our  Lord 
to  fay,  *'  The  Son  of  Man  is  not  come  to  dc- 
^*  ftrby  men's  lives,  but  to  fave  them."  -  He 
meekly  bore  the  repulfe,  and  went  to  another  viU 
lage.  But  the  efFufions  of  his  kindnefs  toward 
jthis  unhappy  people  were  now  to  appear  in  abun- 
dance. 

The  next  perfon  to  Stephen  among  the  feven 
deacons  in  zeal  and  a<5livity,  was  Philip.  Driven 
from  Jerufalem  by  the  perfecution,  he  was  directed 
to  go  to  Samaria,  perhaps  the  fame  as  Sichar, 
where  our  Lord  had  converfed  with  the  woman 
pver  Jacob's  Well.  There  he  preached  Chrift, 
and  the  gofpcl  entered  the  hearts  of  many,  fo 
*•  that  there  was  great  joy  in  that  city§."  The 
inhabitants  appear  to  have  been  a  very  ignorant 
^mple  people,  but  now  that  the  Spirit  of  God 
was  poured  upon  them,  none  received  the  gofpel 
with  more  cordial  plcafure.  One  eflfedt  immedi- 
ately appeared,  which  indeed  never  fails  to  at- 
^nd  the  hearty  reception  of  the  gofpel.    Super- 

ftition 
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ftitioft  and  diabolical  detufions"  vaniffaed.  One 
Simon  had  deceived  this  people  with  force- 
ries,  I  dare  not  fay  with  pretended  forceries:  We 
fliall  fee  fufficitnt  proof,  before  we  have  done 
with  the  apoftolical  hiftory,  that  forcery  was  a 
real  thing.  For  a  long  time  they  had  been  infa- 
tuated, but  Phiiip*s  dodrine  expelled  their  regard 
for  rhefe  things,  and  numbers  of  both  fexes  were 
baptized.  Simon  himfclf,  though  a  ftranger  tO' 
the  nature  and  power  of  ChrilVs  religion,  was  yet 
convinced,  that  chriitianity  in  general  was  true; 
aod  this  teems  the  juft  idea  of  a  mere  hiftorkal 
believer. 

The  Apoftlcs  hearing  of  the  happy  reception 
which  the  gofpel  met  with  at  Samaria,  fent  down 
Fcter  and  John,  who  prayed  on  their  behalf,  that 
the  Holy  Ghoft  might  be  imparted  through  the 
impofition  of  hands.  The  Spirit  wa9  communi- 
cated, not  only  in  extraordinary  gifts,  bm  alio  in 
an  clfufion  of  the  fame  holy  graces,  which  had 
appeared  in  Judea.  The  former  were  thofc  alone,^ 
which  attracted  the  attention  of  Simon.  His 
avaricious  heart  immediately  conceiving  the  prot 
pcft  of  vaft  wealth  ro  be  acquired,  were  he  once 
pofiefied  of  the  power,  he  offered  tliem  a  fum  of 
money  for  the  communication  of  the  fecret.  Peter, 
who  faw  at  once  his  covetoufntfs,  and  his  igno- 
rance, rebuked  him  in  the  fcverefl:  manner,  affured 
him  that  his  heart  was  wrong  altogether,  and  bis 
ftate  accurfed,  notwithftanding  his  baptifm  and 
profeffion  of  chriftianity.  At  the  fame  time  he 
exhorted  him  to  repent  and  to  feck  the  Divine  For- 
givenefs.  Here  we  fee  how  Angularly  remote  the 
religion  of  Jcfus  is  from  all  worldly  plans  and 
ichemes,  and  what  an  awful  difference  there  ever 
is  betweea  a  real  and  nominal  chriffian.  The 
qmicience  of  Simon  tclt  the  reproof  i  he  begged 

the 
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the  Apoftlcs'  prayers,  but  it  does  not  appear 
that  he  prayod  for  himfelf.  Peter  and  John 
preached  through  many  Samaritan  villages,  and 
then  returned  to  Jerufalem. 

The  Samaritans,  a  fort  of  half  Jews,  (for  they 
were  all  circumcifed)  being  favoured  with  the 
fame  fpiritual  bleffings  as  the  reft,  the  minds  of 
chriftians  were  prepared  to  expe&  the  extenfioii 
of  the  fame  grace  to  uncircumcifed  idolaters. 
And  among  the  wonders  of  Divine  Love  which 
we  have  reviewed,  this  is  a  pleaflng  circumftance, 
that  Jews  and  Sanaricans,  who  for  ages  had 
difagree'd  in  rites,  were  now  united  in  Jefus,  and 
whiie  each  felt  the  fame  obligations  to  grace, 
learnt  mutual  charity  for  the  firft  time. 


SECTION    IV. 


ETHIOPIA*. 


IT  is  inftru£live  to  obfcrve,  by  what  gentle  de- 
grees the  goodnefs  of  God  was  preparing  the 
way  for  the  general  difFufion  of  his  grace  i^  the 
world.  The  firft  chriftians,  even  the  Apoftks 
themfelves,  were  by  no  means  difpofed  to  think 
with  any  particular  compaffion  of  Gentiles,  and 
would  fcarce  have  thought  of  fpreading  the  gof- 
pel  beyond  the  bounds  of  their  owh  nation,  bad 
Aot  the  perfecution  driven  many  out  of  JeroialenL 

The 

*  The  Ethiopia  to  which  this  (edioo  is  coofinod,  ieems  to  be 
that  part  of  the  country » whofe  metropolis  is  called  Meroe,  fituated 
m  «  Urge  ifland.-eocoinpafled  by^he  Nile  and  the  rirerf  of  Aftapot 
aad  Aitoborra:  For  in  thefe  parts  (u  the  elder  Pliayiiiforai.ai4 

Sieecishadalongtiinegoycrimiaider  tbethteofCUiidac^    Set 
Te'slifeafPluiip. 


(    46    ) 

The  teachers  thcmfclvcs  needed  to  be  taught  of 
God  this  part  of  their  office.  So  helplefs  is  man 
in  divine  things,  even  after  he  has  been  favoured 
with  grace,  that  by  frcfti  communications  alone^ 
he  can  be  induced  to  make  any  add icional  im- 
provement. After  Philip  had  finilhed  his  work 
at  Samaria,  he  was,  by  an  exraordinary  commif* 
fion,  ordered  to  travel  fouthward  toward  the  de- 
fart.  He  foon  difcovered  the  reafon  ;  he  fell  in 
with  an  Ethiopian  eunuch,  a  minifter  of  Candace, 
Queen  of  the  Ethiopians,  who  had  been  worttiip^ 
ing  at  Jerufalem,  and  was  returning  home  in  his 
chariot.  Men,  who  feel  the  worth  of  their  fouls, 
will  not  be  unemployed  when  alone.  Their  con- 
cern for  their  bed  interefts  will  operate  mod 
powerfully,  when  they  are  mod  difengaged  from 
buGnefs.  The  man  was  reading  the  prophet 
Efaias,  and  the  adorable  Providence  of  God  had 
direded  him  at  that  particular  time  to  the  53d 
chapter,  which  gives  fo  clear  a  defcription  of 
Chrift  crucified.  Philip  afked  him,  if  he  under- 
ftood  what  he  was  reading.  The  man  confefling 
his  ignorance,  defired  Philip  to  come  and  fit  with 
him.  The  Evangelift  took  the  opportunity  of 
expounding  to  him  the  gofpel  through  the  me- 
dium of  the  paflage  he  was  then  reading,  which 
at  once  lays  open  the  guilty  and  miferable  date 
pf  man,  his  recovery  only  by  the  grace  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  the  nature,  end,  and  efficacy  of  his  death 
and  refurredion,  and  juftification  before  God  by 
the  knowledge  of  him.  The  Ethiopian's  mind 
had  been  prepared  for  the  dodrine ;  he  had  been 
at  the  pains  to  attend  Jewifh  indrudbions,  the  bed 
then  to  be  had  in  the  world,  except  the  chridian, 
which  he  now  heard,  for  the  fird  time ;  nor  had 
the  fcandalous  wickednefs  of  the  Jewifh  nation 
hindered  him  from  attending  that  worfliip,  which 

he 
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he  bdicvcd  to  be  of  Divine  Origin.  The  igno* 
ranee  of  his  own  country  fuited  not  the  meaneft 
light  of  a  ferious  mind.  His  cafe  is  an  en- 
couragement for  men,  however  ignorant  and  mif- 
taken  at  prefent,  to  fcek  earncftly  to  God,  as  he 
will  take  care  that  they  Ihall  find.  The  man  felt 
himfelf  guilty  and  wicked,  «and  the  views  of  the 
prophetical  chapter  before  us,  laid  open  by  the 
preacher,  difcovercd  to  him  the  remedy,  which 
it  pkafed  God  fo  powerfully  to  apply  to  his  hearty 
that  as  loon  as  they  came  to  a  certain  water,  he 
defired  to  be  baptized.  Philip  afTured  him,  that 
there  was  no  impediment,  if  he  was  fincere  in  the 
faith  of  Chrift.  On  which  he  profefled,  that  he 
believed,  that  the  Jefus  of  Nazareth,  whom 
Philip  had  preached  to  him,  was  indeed  the  Son 
of  God  propheficd  of  in  Ifaiah,  and  anfwered  the 
.character  of  Saviour  there  ^ivcn  him.  Philip  then 
baptized  him.  Though  his  inftruftor  was%y  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  immediately  taken  from  him, 
he  went  on  his  way  into  his  own  country  rejoic- 
ing*. Doubtlefs  this  joy  had  a  folid  and  power- 
ful caufe ;  and  if  this  cafe  be  compared  with  that 
of  the  three  thoufand  firft  converts,  and  both 
with  the  dodrine  of  the  53d  chapter  of  Ifaiah,  con- 
verfion  will  appear  to  be  a  fpiritual  internal  work, 
humbling  men  for  fin,  and  comforting  them  with 
forgivenefs  by  Chrilt.  The  nominal  profefllon, 
with  which  fuch  numbers  content  themfel^es, 
may  fcem  to  fit  them  for  little  elfe,  than  to  dif- 
grace  chriftianity  by  their  praftice. 

It  is  impoffible  that  the  Ethiopian,  thus  power- 
fully enlightened  and  rejoicing  in  God,  could  be 
filent,  when  he  returned  home.  His  influence 
and  character  would  at  leaft  fecure  him  a  refpedfc- 
ful  attention  from  fome  of  his  countrymen ;  and 

thus 
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thus  the  gofpel  mod  probably  was  fird:  plantedi 
in  Ethiopia.  But  we  have  no  more  fcripturc* 
light  on  the  fubjeft. 


SECTION    V. 


Ci£SAREA» 


THE  great  mixture  of  Jews  and  Gentiles  in 
fome  of  the  extreme  parts  of  the  Holy 
Land  or  its  neighbourhood,  afforded  a  providen- 
tial opportunity  for  the  gradual  illumination  of 
the  latter,  the  abatement  of  Jewifh  bigotry,  the 
demonftration  of  Divine  Grace  in  the  falvation  of 
all  fores  of  men,  and  the  union  of  chriltian  hearts* 
Thu#we  find  that  a  church  was  planted  at  Tyre, 
another  at  Ptolemais*,  places  which  muft  have 
abounded  with  Gentiles.  But  Cxfarea  affords  the 
xnoft  remarkable  inftance  of  the  obfcrvation  juft 
oow  made.  It  was  the  refidence  of  the  Roman 
Governor,  and  was  fo  fituated  in  the  confines  of 
Syria  and  Judea,  that  it  was  a  matter  of  doubt 
to  which  region  it  ought  to  be  afiigned.  And  the 
£oal  determination  ot  this  queftion  in  favour  of 
the  Syrians  is  mentioned  by  Jofephus,  as  one  of 
th^  immediate  caufes  of  the  war,  which  ended 
with  the  deftrudion  of  JerufaJem.  This  circum- 
ftance  (hews  the  great  importance  of  the  city,  and 
the  ftrong  intereft  which  both  parties  had  in  it. 

Philip,  after  a  laborious  paflage  from  Azotus, 
in  preaching  through  all  the  cities^,  fettled  at  length 
in  Casfarea.  Here  he  was  ftationary  for  many 
years  f.    We&od  him  toward  the  oonclufion  c^ 

the 
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khc  period  of  about  thirty  years,  wjiich  takes  in  the 
hiftorY  of  the  A&s^  ftill  fixed  in  the  fame  places 
with  tour  vir^n  daughters,  where  he  entertained 
St.  Paul  in  his  laft  tourney  to  Jerufalem.  I  can 
no  more  conceive  Philip  to  have  been  idle  and 
unfruitful  all  this  time,  than  James  to  have  been 
fo  at  Jerufalem*  A  church  mixed  of  Jews  and 
Gentiles  would  naturally  be  formed  under  fo 
zealous  a  paftor,  whofe  obfervation  of  the  Grace 
of  God  in  the  cafe  of  the  eunuch,  muft  have 
opened  his  mind  to  an  afiedionate  reception  of 
Gentile  converts. 

Indeed  the  abufe,  which  the  malignant  pride  of 
the  Jews  had  made  of  the  Mofaic  prohibition  of 
intercourfe  with  Gentiles,  was  a  great  bar  to  the 
enprpfion  of  the  i^fpel.  The/  refufed  to  keep 
company  with  foreigners,  and  feem  to  have  looked 
on  them  a$  devoted  to  deftru&ion.  The  Apoftles 
themfelves  were  as  yet  under  the  power  of  the 
fame  bigotry,  till  a  vifion  from  heaven  inftrufted 
Peter,  as  he  was  praying  on  the  houfe-cop  at 
Joppa,  that  he  ought  not  to  call  any  man  com- 
mon or  unclean*.  By  this  he  was  prepared  for 
the  work  which  the  Lord  was  immediately  af- 
figning  him.  The  Holy  Spirit  fuggefted  to  him 
that  three  men  were  at  that  time  enquiring  for 
him,  and  direfted  him  to  go  with  them';  *^  for  I 
**  have  fcnt  them  -f-.**  Peter  was  foon  informed 
by  the  men,  that  they  had  been  fent  to  him  from 
Carfarea  ^   by   Cornelius,    a   Roman    centurion 

D  there, 

♦  Aas  X. 

t  TKe  proper  perfgnality  and  ditioity  of  the  Holy  Gboft,  and 
the  onlimited  fobiejlioo  doe  to  him  from  chriftiao  paftori,  and  o£ 
courfe  from  all  cbrittiam,  are  iblidly  dedodbk  from  tbit  and  va- 
rioui  fimiUr  paflagea  in  the*Ads  of  the  Apoitiet. 

±  Mach  has  been  written  ooooemiog  two  ibrts  of  proielytei  to 
tbe  Jewifii  religioo,  drcumclled  ooea,  and  iocomplete  ooeSj  oiled 

Pro- 
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there,  a  devout  man,  and  one  that  feared  God 
with  all  his  family,  gave  much  alms  to  the 
people,  and  prayed  to  God  alway  i  who  had 
been  warned  from  God  by  an  holy  angel  to  fend 
for  him.  Peter  lodged  the  three  men  that  night ; 
two  of  them  were  houfhold  fervants,  and  the 
third  (rare  charafter!)  a  devout  foldier,  who 
waited  oh  him  continually. 

Next  day  Peter  went  with  them,  but  had  the 
precaution  to  take  with  him  fix  Jewifh  chriftians 
from  Joppa  as  witnefles  of  his  proceedings.     The 
next  day  they  entered  Caefarea,  and  came  into  the 
houfe  of  Cornelius,  who  had  called  together  his 
kinfmen  and  near  friends,  with  that  charity  for 
their  fouls,  which  fails  nbt  to  afFedfc  the  minds  of 
thofc  who  have  real  charity  for  their  own.    On 
the  entrance  of  Peter  he  falls  down  and  worfhips. 
Peter  correds  his  miftaken  devotion.     Cornelius 
informs  him,  that  having  been  particularly  en- 
gaged in  fading  and  prayer,  he  was  aflured  by  an 
angel  that  his  prayers  and  alms  were  acceptable 
to  God,  and  had  obeyed  the  Divine  Diredlion  in 
fending  for  him.     Peter  now  preached  the  gofpel 
to  the  company,  frankly  owning,  that  he  was  at 
length  fully  convinced,  that  God  was  no  refpeder 
of  perfons,  but  equally  regarded  Jew  and  Gentile, 
whoever  he  was  that  feared  him,   and  wrought 
^ighteoufnefs.     On  this  broad  bafis  of  encourage- 
ment, he  was  enabled  to  preach  to  them  the  good 
news  of  forgivenefs  of  fins  by  Jefus  Chrift,  whofe 
hiftory  they  knew,  though  they  did  not  underftand. 

the 

Profelytes  of  the  Gate.  Two  learned  critics.  Dr.  Lardoer  and  Dr. 
Doddndge,  feera  to  have  (hewn  however,  that  the  latter  had  no 
cxifteoce.  Cornelius  was  a  Gentile  altogether,  and  treated  as  foch 
by  the  Jews,  though  from  bis  pious  attention  to  the  Jewifh  religiott 
be  mu(t  ha?e  been  at  lead  a  profelyte  of  the  fecond  fort,  if  any  e? er 
was  fo.  In  that  cafe  it  ieems  diificulc  to  conceive,  why  any  Jew 
ftoold  have  made  bch  a  difficulty  of  cooveffing  with  perloos  of  this 
delcriptioo. 
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the  nature  of  his  doftrine.  He  dircfted  thera  now^ 
to  receive  it  cordially  for  their  peace  with  God«^ 
The  perfed  holinels  and  divine  works  of  Jefus 
he  obfcrved,  deaionftratcd  him  to  be  no  impollor^ 
but  fcnt  of  God  uoqueftionabJy  ;  that  he  and  the 
other  Apoftlcs  were  witneflcs  of  his  rcfurrcftion, 
and  hid  received  a  commiflion  from  him  to  preach 
to  the  people,  and  to  urge  men's  acceptance  of  him 
here,  if  ever  they  expe£ted  to  be  welcomed  by 
bim*  when  he  Ihould  judge  the  quick  and  dead 
at  his  fecond  coming  ^  that  all  the  prophets  had 
teftificd,  that  whoever  placed  his  confidence  for 
falvatton  in  his  name,  Jhould  receive  remUBoa 
of  fins. 

Few  words  fuffice,  where  God  himfelf  is  power- 
fully at  work.     The  whole  company  were  con- 
verted to  God.     The  Holy  Ghoft^    both  in  ati 
extraordinary  an^  in  an  ordinary  way,  fealed  the 
ApoftIc*s   fermon.      The   Jewifti    brethren    were 
aftoniibed   to    Bnd   Gen  cites    put    on    an    equal 
footing  with  Jews.     Peter,   after  oblerving  how 
unreafonable  it  would  be  to  d^ny  baptifm  to  per- 
fons  who  had  received  the  Holy  Ghoft,  no  lefa 
than   themlelves^   baptized  the  whole  company^ 
and  at  their  defire  fpent  a  few  days  with  them, 
to  inltru6t  them  farther   in  chriftian  principhs, 
and  then  left  them  to  the  care  of  Philip,  whofc 
charafter  at  Csefarca  would  probably  rife  from 
this  time. 

A  remark  or  two  on  this  important  tranfadion 
will  be  proper. 

I,  The  Grace  of  God  afts  very  varioufly  in 
converting  finners.  There  are  great  (hades  of 
difference  in  the  cafes  of  Saul,  of  the  Eunuch, 
and  of  Cornelius.  ,  The  preaching  of  the  gofpcl 
found  the  firft  a  determined  enemy,  the  fecond  an 
ignorant  enquirer,  the  third  a  regenerate  perfon 
D  2  "  already^ 
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aireidy,  thiBUgh  with  no  more  than  OM  Tefta^ 
rnienc-light.  But  to  all,  the  do&rine  icfelf  is  the. 
fanoe;  Md  the  work  <>f  God  in  humbling  man 
for  his  (inS)  and  leading  him  to  Chrift  atooe  for 
jnftificatron,  is  the  fame. 

d!  How  neceflary  is  it,  that  the  way  of  peace 
by  Chrift  atone  be  diftin&ly  explained  and  under* 
ft^od  !  Corneliust  with  his  enlightened  mind  and 
tender  confcience,  onlefs  he  h^Ki  «nderitood  the 
doftrine  of  forgiveneis  by  the  blood  of  the  Rc^ 
deemer,  had  never  found  peace.  Imperfedioa 
ftfU  attending  his  beft.  actions,  he  m^ift  have  re* 
fnaincd  miferable  in  his  fpirit.  The  doftrine  of 
forgivenefs,  accompanied  by  the  Holy  Spirix« 
brooght  Kim  ^t  once  to  a  peace  of  confcience  be^ 
fore  unknown.  How  carefal  (hould  we  be  to 
xihderfband  it  .aright !  how  zealous  to  tranfmit,  as 
we  can,'  the  precious  jewel  to  pofterity  1 

3.  How  narrow  are  the  hearts  of  men  t  how 
circumfcribed  the  charity  even  of  the  beft !  With 
difficolty  even  chrtftian  Jews  are  brought  to  ad- 
mit as  brethren  theX^entile  converts.  Self-rigbte- 
^ufnefs  is  natural  to  mankind.  That  God  (hould 
rticeive  as  his  children  idolatrous  Gentiles,  m 
-well  as  religious  Jews,  provokes  the  pride  of  the 
h?art. 


S  E  C  T  I  O  N    VI. 

ANtlOCH  jLvD  some  OTHER.  ASIATIC  CHURCHES. 

WE  have  not  yet  feen  all  the  good  e£k&% 
which  Providence  brought  out  of  Ste- 
phen's perfecution.  Though  the  Apoftles  thought 
It  their  duty  10  continue  to  water  the  flocks  of 

Judea 
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Judea  and  Qatilee,  and  co  look  on  JcFufalem  as 
a  fiut  of  central  metropolis  to  thMi  all,  they  en- 
couraged the  inferior  paftors,  who  fled  fVom  thf 
m^  of  perfeeutipn,  to  diiTeminate  tlie  gofpel  in 
Gentile  regions.  Damafcus,  we  have  ftsen,  reaped 
tka  benefit  of  this  difpenfation,  and  fo  did  Tar- 
fus.  Sonfie  travelled  a^  far  as  Fhenice,  Cyprus, 
and  Antiochy  ftill  preaching  only  to  Jews.  At 
length 'fomo  Cyoriot  and  Cyrenian  Jews  ventured 
fp  break  througn  the  pate  of  diftindtion,  and  at 
Antioch,  the  metropolis  of  Syria,  preached  tlie 
Lord  Jefus  to  the  Gentiles.  The  Greek  language 
here  prevailed,  and  on.  this  account  the  inhabi- 
tants Were  called  Grecians^,  being  the  defcendants 
of  a  Macedonian  colony,  planted  there  by  the  fuc- 
ctflbr  of  Alexander.  And  now  the  Lord,  willing 
to  overcome  effedually  the  reluftances  of  felN 
righteous  bigotry,  attended  their  miniilry  with 
remarkable  fuccefs.  The  idolaters  felt  the  reno- 
vating power  of  the  gofpel,  and  in  great  numbers 
turned  to  the  Lord.  The  mother-church  hearing 
of  this,  fent  Barnabas,  whofe  piety  and  charity 
were  renowned,  to  carry  on  and  propagate  a 
work,  whi(:h  required  more  labourers.  His  bene- 
volent heart  was  feafted  with  the  profpeft,  and  the 
reality  of  falvation  by  the  Grace  of  Chrift  thus 
exemplified  on  perfons,  whofe  lives  had  hitherto 
been  involved  in  paganifm,  was  evidenced  in  a 
manner  hitherto  unknown.  Finding  many  con- 
verts, he  exhorted  them  to  perfcverance,  and  the 
addition  of  believers  was  ftill  (o  large,  that  he 
began  to  look  out  for  a  co-adjutor.  He  fought 
for  Saul,  who  was  then  labouring  at  Tarlus, 
perhaps  wi<h  no  great  fuccefs ;  we  are  told  of 
none  at  lealt;  "  for  a  prophet  is  not  honoured  in 
V  his  own  country;*'  and  brought  him  to  An- 
.     .  D  3     .     ■  -        tiocb^ 
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tioch.  This  populous  city  employed  them  i 
ivhole  year.  Here  chriftian  focieties  were  QCgis^ 
krly  formed,  confifting,  in  a  great  meafure,  of 
Gentiles.  And  here  the  followers  of  Chrtft  were 
firft  called  chriftians.  It  is  not  probable,  that 
lliey  would  give  themfelves  that  name.  The 
terms  hnihriH^  ekS^  f^ithful^  JahUz^  were  names 
which  they  would  rather  approve.  The  name 
of  chriftian  feems  given  by  their  ^dverfaries. 
It  is  now  a  term  of  honour,  then  a  more  0[^ 
probrious  one  could  fcarce  be  thought  of  by 
the  learned  and  the  polite.  Were  a  man  allowed 
to  pofiefs  many  good  qualities,  ^^  but  he  is  a 
^^  chriftian,**  would  have  been  deemed  more  than 
a  counter- balance  to  them  all.  And  other  terms 
invented  by  the  malevolence  of  unrfcgcnerate  men, 
in  difierent  ages,  to  ftigmacize  the  fame  fort  of 
perfons,  have  produced,  by  the  bare  found,  the 
fame  effefl;  on  prejudiced  minds. 

The  faith  of  the  Antiochians  was  fignally  ope- 
rative. Warmed  with  the  love  of  Chrift,  and 
xejoicjng  in  the  profpcft  of  heavenly  trealures, 
they  cheerfully  contributed  to  the  relief  of  the 
poor  chriftians  in  Judea,  diftrefled  by  a  famine. 
A  large  extenfion  of  Chrift's  kingdom  in  any 
place,  naturally  calls  together  a  large  number  of 
paftors.  It  is  pleafant  indeed  to  labour  among 
the  faithful,  encircled  with  fincere  friends.  It  is 
not  every  real  faint  who  has  the  fortitude  and  cha- 
rity to  quit  fo  agreeable  a  fcene,  for  the  fake  of 
breaking  up  frefli  ground.  How  much  longer 
thcfe  tciachers  would  have  remained  at  Antioch, 
if  left  to  themfelves,  we  know  not.  But  the 
Holy  Ghoft  now  felefted  Barnabas  and  Saul  for 
other  labours.  They  obeyed  the  call ;  and  Se- 
leucia  in  the  neighbourhood  was  their  firft  dcfti- 
nation.    At  this  port  they  found  a^  convenient 
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paflage  to  the  fertile  and  pleafurable  Ifland  of  Cy- 
prus. MethiDks  the  evil  fpirics,  who  there  fup- 
ported  the  rehgious  rites,  and  the  fenfual  praAices 
of  the  devotees  of  Venus,  began  to  tremble  for 
this  capital  fcene  of  their  dominions. 

From  Salamis,  the  eaftern  point  of  the  Ifland, 
to  Paphos  the  weftern,  they  fpread  the  glad  ti- 
dings of  the  gofpel.  In  this  laft  place  they  found 
Elymas,  a  Jewifh  fprcerer  and  talfe  prophet,  in 
company  with  Sergius  Paulus,  the  Roman  governor 
of  the  Ifland,  a  man  of  fenfe  and  candour,  wHo 
lent  for  Barnabas  and  Saul,  and  defired  to  hear 
the  word  of  God.  The  forcerer  endeavoured  to 
prevent  the  good  effefts  of  their  laboii'rs ;  till 
Paul,  full  of  holy  indignation  at  his  diabolical 
malice,  was  enabled  miraculoufly  to  fl:rike  him 
blind  for  a  feafon.  Sergius  was  aftoniflicd,  we 
are  told,  "  at  the  doftrine**  of  the  Lord  •,  and 
commenced  a  chrifliian  from  that  hour. 

The  two  Apofliles  failed  now  to  the  adjoining 
continent,  and  arrived  at  Perga  in  Pamphylia. 
And  here  John  Mark,  who  had  thus  far  attended 
them  4S  miniftcr,  left  them  and  returned  to  Je- 
rufalem.  It  was,  it  may  feem,  more  agreeable  to 
him  to  profcfs  and  praftife  chriftianity  at  home 
with  his  mother  and  friends,  than  to  expofe  him- 
felf  to  heathens.  Even  then  traces  of  the  love  of 
the  world  were  to  be  feen  among  chriftians. 

Pifidia,  lying  to  the  north  of  Pamphylia,  was 
the  next  fcene.  Here  was  another  Antioch,  and 
the  Apoftles  on  the  Sabbath-day  attended  the 
Jewifli  fynagogue.  After  the  ufual  reading  of 
the  law  and  the  prophets^  the  rulers  gave  them  a 

friendly 

^  Aifts  xiii.  1%,  The  exprefEon  is  rcmarkaWe,  but  has  a  pe- 
culiar propriety.  A  mere  hifiorica^  believer  woald  have  been  alto- 
liiflied  at  the  miracle  merely.  Sergius,  a  true  convert,  who  entered 
toto  the  holy  nature  of  the  goipei  by  9  fpiritual  peiceptioo,  is  aUo<* 
fiiftcd  *•  at  the  doftrinc.**" 
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fnendly  invitation  to  exhort  the  people,  which 
Paul  embraoed  with  his  ufual  zeal.    His  fermoa 
is  much  of  the  fame  drain  with  thofe  of  Peter 
ud  of  Stephen,  tending  to  beg^t  in  the  hearera 
a  conviftion  of  finfulnefs,  and  to  give  teftimony 
to  Jefu8»  concluding  with  a  remarlubly  plain  de* 
cUration  of  the  «cznd  dodrine  of  ju(lification  by 
fiiith  in  Jefiis  only,  and  a  folemn  warning  againft 
tbfi  dreadful  coniequences  of  hardnefs  of  heart, 
•nd  of  contempt  of  the  Divine  Meflage.    The 
Gentiles,  powerfully  imprefled  with   the  nf ws, 
defired  to  hear  more  of  the  fubjeA  the  next  Sab« 
bath.    Many  Jews  and  profely tes  were  converted  ^ 
and  the  whode  city  almoft  came  next  Sabbath  to 
hear.    The  fight  was  too  much  for  the  envy  of 
the  infidel  Jews,  who  oppofed  Paul  with  all  their 
xnight.    The  two  Apodles  boldly  afiured  them, 
that  though  it  was  their  duty  to  carry  the  news  of 
falvation  to  them  firft,  yet  as  they  defpifed  God's 
Gift  of  Eternal  Life,  they  would  turn  now  to  the 
Gentiles,  agreeably  to  the  glorious  prophecy  of 
Ifaiah  *,  where  the  experimental  influence  of  the 
gofpel  on  Gentile  hearts    is    clearly  defcribed* 
The  Pagans,  not  fo  proud  as  the  Jews,  felt  that 
they  had  no  righteoufnefs  to  plead  before  God, 
thankfully  embraced  the  gofpel,  and  believed  in 
great  numbers. 

Pifidia  was  now  full  of  the  gofpel }  and  the  Apo* 
ftles  proceeded  with  vaft  fuccefs,  till  a  perfecution,, 
ftirr^  up  by  the  Jews,  induced  feme  felf-righte- 
ous  religious  ladies,  in  conjunction  with  the  ma- 
gift  rates,  to  drive  them  out  of  their  coafts.  From 
thence  they  came  to  Iconium,  the  northern  ex- 
tremity of  the  country;  and  the  difciples  whom 
they  left,  though  harafled  with  perfecution,  were 
yet  «  filled  with  Joy  and  the  Holy  Ghoft.*'    The 

internal 
*  49th  Chap. 
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tnteroal  coniblation  of  their  religion   fupported 
their  fouls.    In  Iconium  the  two  Apoftks  con- 
tinued a  long^  time,  and  delivered  the  Meflage  of 
Diirine  Reconciliation  with  great  freedom  and 
energy,  to  the  converfion  of  a  great  multitude 
both  of  Jews  and  Gentiles.    Tne  unbelieving 
Jews  *  exerted  their  ufual  malevolence,  and  filled 
the  Gentiles  with  the  ftrongeft  prejudices  ag^inft 
the  chriftians.    In  truth,  their  condudt,  though  by 
no  means  uncommon,  affords  a  dreadful  inftance 
of  human  depravity.     It  cannot  be  denied,  that 
thole  Jews  muft  in  religious  knowledge  have  far 
exceeded  the  idolatrous  inhabitants  of  Iconium. 
They  held  the  Unity  of  the  Godhead,  they  wor- 
(hipped  him  in  their  fynagogue,  they  heard  his 
precepts  from  Sabbath  to  Sabbath  out  of  the  law 
of  Moles  and  the  prophets.     They  muft  have 
known  thus  far,  that  the  Mcffiah  was  foretold  in 
the  laaer,  and  they  could  not  but  be  acquainted 
with  their  duty  both  to  God  and  man  in  many  re- 
fpefts  by  means  of  the  former.     Yet  fo  unreafon- 
able  are  they,  as  to  labour  to  prevent  their  pagan 
neighbours  from  being  inftru6ted  in  any  thing 
that  deferved  the  name  of  religion,  and  to  perfe- 
cute  with  unceafmg  acrimony  two  of  their  own 
countrymen,   who  agreed  with  them  in  the  pro- 
fefllon  of  the  worfhip  of  the  one  living  and  true 
God.     Of  fo  little  influence  is  what  feme  call 
the  **  Unitarian"   religion,    if  it   be  unconneSed^ 
with  the  Knowledge  and  I.ove  of  Jefus  Chrift. 
Perfons,  who  make  it  the  whole  of  their  religion^ 
can,  it  feems,  rather  fee  mankind  remain  buried 
in  the  depths  of  the  mod  fcnfelefs  idolatry  in 
worfhip,  and  of  vicious  profligacy  in  life,   than 
brought  over  to  the  real  chriltian  religion,  the 
hearty  renunciation  of  their  own  righteoufncfs, 

and 
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and  an  humble  dependance  on  the  atoning  blood 
of  Jefus  !  The  preaching  of  Paul  and  Barnabas 
excited  a  variety  of  fpeculations  in  this  city. 
The  Gentiles  were  divided,  and  part  ranged 
themfclves  with  the  Jfews,  and  part  with  the  Apo- 
ft]es.    But  the  former  had  the  advantage  for  the 

Srefent,  becaufe  they  had  the  aVms,  (which  chri* 
ian  foldiers  cannot  ufe)  t>f  violence  ^nd  peric** 
cution.     * 

The  Apoftles,  aware  of  their  defigns,  fled  into 
Lycaonia,  a  country  to  the  eaft  of  Pifidta^  and 
there  preached  the  gofpel,  particularly  in  Lyftnt 
and  Derbe.  In  the  former  of  thefe  places,  a  poor 
cripple,  who  never  had  the  ufe  of  his  feet;  heard 
Paul  with  the  moft  refpeftful  attention,  and  was 
ib  far  wrought  upon  already  in  his  mind,  as  to 
believe,  that  there  was  virtue  in  the  name  of 
Jefus  Chrift  to  heal  him*  To  conBrm  him  in  his 
yet  infant  views  of  the  chriftian  religion,  to  atteft 
the  truth,  and  to  convince  men  that  Jefus  was  both 
mighty  and  benevolent,  Paul  was  enabled  by  9, 
word  to  reftore  the  man  to  the  full  ufe  of  his 
limbs.  Immediately  thefe  poor  idolaters  con- 
cluded, that  the  gods  were  come  down  to  them 
in  the  likenefs  of  men.  Through  this  whole 
country  of  Afia  Minor,  the  Greek  literature,  and 
'  with  it  the  numerous  fables  of  Helleniftic  vanity^ 
abounded.  They  had  heard  of  Jupite»and  Mer-r 
cury  particularly  as  vifiting  mankind,  and. now 
Barnabas,  as  the  elder  perhaps,  and  more  majeftic 
figure  of  the  two,  muft  be  Jupiter,  and  Paul,  as 
the  more  eloquent  fpeaker,  muft  be  Mercury,  the 
clafiical  god  of  eloquence.  The  prieft  of  Jupiter 
brought  oxen  and  garlands  to  the  gates,  and 
would  have,  done  facrifice  with  the  people.  It 
was  a  grievous  circumftance ;  but  I  know  not 
how  to  regret  it.  For  one  of  the  fineft  opportu- 
nities 
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nicieff  was  given  to  the  Apoftles  to  demonftrate 
-the  fpirit  of  real  godlinefs.  However  pleafing  k 
might  be  to  corrupt  nature  to  receive  the  idolar- 
trous  *  homage  of  a  deluded  people,  nothing 
could  be  more  abhorrent  from  the  nature  of  the 
^ofpel  itfelf,  and  from  the  humble  chacadter  of 
Its  teachers.  They  could  not  bear  ahe  fight,; 
they  rent  their  clothes,  and  ran  in  among  the 

nle,  and  expoftulated  with  them  on  the  ab- 
ty  of  their  conduft  ;  afluring  theni  that  they 
were  no  more  than  frail  men  like  themfelves,  and 
that  their  intention  in  preaching  to  them  was,  to 
turn  them  from  thofe  vanities  to  the  living  God« 
who  formerly  indeed  had  left ^11  nations  to  follow 
their  own  ways,  but  now  had  fent  them  to  preach 
a  method  of  falvation  from  thefe  idolatries.  Not 
that  the  worfliip  of  falfe  gods  was  excufable; 
the  conftant  benefits  of  Providence  calling  for 
thankfulnefs,  and  pointing  out  the  Supreme  Cre- 
:  ator  to  the  confcienccs  of  men.  Thus  faithfully 
did  they  preach  convi£tion  of  fin  to  the  Lycao- 
/'.nians,  and  with  difficulty  prevented  the  aftual 
.performance  of  the  facrifice,  which  would  have 
eiven  them  more  pain  than  the  perfecution  that 
followed. 

The  fickle  multitude  were  foon  perfuaded  by 
.fome  Jews,  who  came  from  Antioch  and  Iconium^ 
to  harbour  the  worft  opinion  of  Paul  and  Bar- 
nabas, and  their  diflike  of  fecular  glory  would 
contribute  not  a  little  to  alienate  minds  once  ido- 
latroudy  attached  to  them.  In  a  tumult  Paul 
was  (toned  and  dragged  out  of  the  city,  as  a  dead 
corpfe;  and  while  the  difciples  flood  round  about 

him, 

•  The  hiftorica]  reader  can  fcarce  fail  to  contrafl  with  this  Ix*- 
ba?iour  of  the  Apoftlcs  the  ambitious  arts  of  Jeluic  miflionancs. 
and  to  regret  the  want  of  a  (imtlar  piety  and  integrity  in  a  l<ite  c^^r- 
brated  navaf  commander  in  a  fcene  of  trial  of  the  lame  kind,  wbicb 
happened  a  little  before  his  lamented  cataitrophc. 


<    6o    ) 

him,  he  rofe  up,  and  came  into  the  cit^,  miracv- 
loufly  rcftored,  it  may  feem,  and  departed  the  next 
day  with  Barnabas  to  Derbe.  There  many  were 
concerted,  and  the  perfecuttng  fpirit  intermit- 
ting, they  vifited  a^mn  in  circuit  the  regions  of 
Piudia  and  Lycaonia,  encouraging  the  difciples 
to  perfevere  in  the  faith  of  Jefus  in  confidence  of 
Divine  fupport,  and  in  full  expeftation  of  the 
kingdom  of  heaven,  into  which  real  chriftiani 
muft  not  expe&  to  enter  without  much  tribtt^ 
)ation. 

Thqr  now  ordained  fome  of  the  brethren  rc^ 
minifter  in  every  ^hurch,  and  folemnly  recom- 
mended both  paftors  and  flocks  to  the  care  6f 
that  gracious  Ijord  on  whom  they  believed,  and 
folemn  fading  and  prayer  were  ufed  on  this  oc* 
cafion.  Returning  through  Pamphylia,  they 
preached  again  at  Perga,  and  from  Attalia  failed 
to  the  great  Antioch,  whence  they  had  been  by 
the  prayers  of  the  church  recommended  to  the 
Grace  of  God  for  the  work  which  they  had  fuU 
filled. 

Here  they  remained  a  eonfiderable  time  pre- 
vious to  their  attendance  at  the  council  of  Jeru- 
falem,  after  which  they  returned  to  the  fame 
charch  in  company  with  Judas  and  $ilas,  who 
with  authority  from  the  mother-church  con- 
firmed them  in  the  liberty  of  the  gofpel,  in  con* 
jundion  with  m^ny  other  teachers.  The  chrif- 
tians  of  Antioch  walked  now  in  genuine  confo-^ 
lation,  and  while  they  dared  to  reft  on  Chrift 
alone,  they  pradifed  good  works  in  a  filial  fpirit. 
Thankful  for  the  alTiftance  of  Judas  and  Silas^ 
they  difmiflcd  them  to  the  Apoftics  who  had  fcnt 
them  *.  Silas  however  loved  his  fituation,  and 
remained  in  the  fervice  of  the  Gentiles. 

Some 

•  A^XT. '33. 
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.Some  days  after  Paul  propofed  to  Barnabas  a 
iecond  circuitous  vifit  or  the  Afiatic  churches. 
Barnabas,  fond  of  Mark  his  nephew,  propofed 
to  uke  him  with  them.  Paul,  remembering  his 
former  defertion,  thought  him  unfit  for  the  work* 
On  which  fide  there  was  more  blame  in  this  con- 
teft  may  be  hard  to  determine.  Probably  both 
were  too  poUtive;  biit  t6  ;a8  at  this  diftance 
Paurs  view  of  the  qtieftion  ieems  the  more  jufl*. 
The  confequencc  was  a  Reparation  between  thefe 
two  chriftian  leaders,  and  it  does  not  appear  that 
tfaey  ever  faw  one  another  after,  though  it  ihould 
ao(  Jbe  doubted,  but  rhat  their jefteem  and  regard 
fiir  one  another,  on  the  wholes"  continued.  The 
beft  men  ate  but  men ;  the  progrefs  of  the  gofpel 
was  not  however  tetarded.  Barnabas  failed  with 
M«rk  to  Cyprus,  and  here  he  is  difmi0ed  from 
the  iacrcd  memoirs.  Paul  took  with  him  Silas, 
having  the  recommdidation  of  the  brethren  to 
the  Grace  of  God,  which  would  lead  one  to  con- 
clude, that  the  Antiochians  preferred  his  caufe  to 
that  of  Barnabas.  He  now  went  through  Syria 
and  Silicia,  confirming  the  churches. 

In  Lycaonia  he  found  the  pious  Timotby, 
whom  be  took  as  an  aflbciate,  and  confirmed  the 
Gentile  converts  every  where  in  chriftian  liberty : 
Thus  the  churches  were  eftablifiied  in  the  faith, 
and  increaied  in  number  dnily. 


SEC- 
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SECTION    VL 


OALATIA. 

THE  Love  of  God,  where  it  rules  in  an  zr^ 
dene  degree,  is  infatiable.     The  Apoftle's 
heart  is  not  content  with  the  trophies  already 
ereAed  in  many  parts  of  Afia  Minor.    As  tfaie 
mifer  thinks  no  acquifitions  great,    while  any 
profpeds  of  farther  gain  ftill  open  to  his  view,  fo 
Paul  could  not  with  complacency  reft  in  the  attain- 
ments already  made,  while  fo  much  ground  ftill 
lay  before  him  to  the  north  and  to  the  weft  in  the 
hands  of  Satan.    He  travelled  throughout  Phrygia 
and  Galatia*.    The  plantation  of  the  churches  in 
the  former  country  will  afterwards  engage  our  at- 
tention ;  the  latter,  whofe  hiftory  in  point  of  time  is 
much  fooner  concluded  in  facred  ftory,  will  be  now 
xnoft  conveniently  exhibited.     The  epiftle  written 
to  that  church  affords  us  almoft  the  only  mate- 
rials we  have ;  but  little  as  they  are,  they  are  in- 
eftimable.     I  ani  entirely  convinced  by  Dr.  Lard- 
nerf,  that  this  was  an  early  epiftle,  and  by  no 
means  dated  from  Rome,   as  the  poftfcript  inti- 
mates.    Nor  is  this  the  only  place  in  which  thole 
poftfcripts,    which    the    common    reader  Ihould 
know  make  no  part  of  the  Apoftolical  writings, 
deceive  us. 

The  people  of  this  country  received  the  gofpel 
in  great  numbers,  infomuch  that  feveral  churches 
were  planted  through  the  diftrift.  They  under- 
llood  St.  Paul's  dodrine,  and  received  it  in  its 
true  fenfe  j;,    that  juftification   before  God    is 

at- 
*  Ads  XTX.  6.      t  See  his  Sapplcmeot*      %  Chap,  i,  9. 
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•  attainable  only  by  faith  in  Chrill  crucified.  H^ 
clearly  laid  before  them  the  riches  of  Divine 
Grace.  And  they  had  fo  ftrong  an  impref- 
lion  of  its  truth,  and  felt  fo  much  of  its  energy, 
that  they  feeoied  as  it  were  to  fee  the  Son  of  God 
crucified  among  them*»  received  the  promifed 
Spirit  of  Adoption,  by  which  they  rejoiced  in 
God  as  their  Father  f,  and  cheerfully  fuffered 
much  perfecution  for  the  name  of  Chrift  ^.  Be- 
fore this,  they  had  lived  in  the  darkeft  idolatry ; 
for  thefe  churches  were  formed  almoft,  if  not  en- 
tirely, of  Gentiles  ^.  The  true  God  was  made 
known  to  them,  and  Unitarianifm,  of  itfelf  un- 
able to  emancipate  men  from  fin,  as  the  cafe  of  the 
Jews  evinced,  was  with  them  attended  with  the ' 
diftinct  knowledge  and  lively  faith  of  Jefus. 

What  proves  the  divine  tafte  of  this  people 

was,  that  no  difadvantage  in  the  circumftances  of 

the  delivery  of  the  gofpel  ooerated  with  them  to 

its  prejudice.     Some  remarkable  infirmity  this 

great  man  was  affiided  with  (wh^t  it  was  precifely 

we  are  no  where  told)  but  it  held  out  fomething 

contemptible    in    the  eyes  of    profane  perfons. 

And  it  is  no  fmall  proof  of  their  being  much 

humbled  and  awakened  in   their  minds  by  the 

Spirit  of  God,  that  this  circumftance  leflened  not 

at  all  their  regard  to  the  Apoftle  or  to  his  mef- 

fagc.     *'  They  received  him  as  an  angel  of  God, 

"cveni  as  Chrift  Jefus  Ij/'     They  confcffcd  the 

bleflednefs,  which  they  felt  on  account  of  the 

gofpel,    and  were  ready  to  give  even  the  mofl: 

painful  proofs  of  their  aSe£tion  to  him.     In  all 

this  we  fee,  what  the  Gofpel  is,  what  it  does  for 

men,  who  truly  underfland  and  embrace*  it  in  an 

humbled  heart,  what  was  St.  Paul's  manner  of 

preaching,  and  how  diflTerent  a  thing  chriftianity 

theqi 
*  A^  iii.  X.       t  iv.  6.        i  iii.  if,        $  iv.  8.        J  if.  14. 
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then  appeared  from  the  frigid  fpeculatlons  which 
in  modccn  times  bear  that  name. 

But  foon  after  Paul  had  left  them  with  the 
moft  plcafing  hopes  of  their  fpiritual  growth,  he 
was  altonilhcd  to  hear  of  a  change  for  the  worfe, 
which  took  place  among  them.  Either  fome 
Jews  of  their  country,  or  fome  others  who  lately 
arrived  at  Galatia,  from  other  parts  of  Afia  Mi- 
nor, where  Paul  had  laboured,  took  pains  to 
pervert  them.  They  made  no  attempts  to  un- 
fcttle  their  minds  in  the  views  of  the  Unity  of  the 
Godhead,  and  the  principal  fa&s  of  chriflianity, 
Aor  attempted  to  draw  them  back  to  the  worihip 
of  idols.     Nor  did  they  formally  deny  the  atone- 

,  ment  of  Chrift,  nor  endeavour  to  draw  them  from 
chriflian  worfbip.  Yet  was  it  another  gofpel, 
though  it  deferved  not  the  name  of  gofpel  *^  to 
the  love  of  which  they  feduced  them.  They  af- 
fured  them,  that  they  could  not  be  faved  without 
circumcifion,  and  prevailed  on  them  to  Judaize 
fo  far,  as  to  obferve  the  rites  of  Mofes  in  various 
inftancesf.  They  took  pains  to  eftrange  them 
from  Paul,  and  to  draw  them  over  to  themfelves^ 

,  and  to  a  worldly  fpirit  of  conformity,  loving  to 
appear  fair  in  the  eyes  of  men,  and  feeming  to  be 
zealous  for  good  works,  not  to  praAife  them,  but 
to  avoid  the  perfecution  which  attended  the  Crofs 
of  Chrift  J.  To  give  the  better  effeft  to  their  in- 
finuations,  they  inftilled  into  them  difrefpedful 
ideas  of  Paul  as  far  inferior  to  the  other  Apoftles, 
and,  as  it  fcems,  reprcfented  the  mother-church 
of  Jcrufalem,  with  the  college  of  Apoftles  there, 
as  coinciding  with  themfelves  in  dodl!rine. 

Thus  the  felf-rightcous  poifon,  which  firft  if- 
fued  from  Jerufalem,  was  brought  into  this  dif- 
tant  province,  where  the  ignorance  and  fimplicity 

of 

•  Chap.  i.  $,  r.        t  *▼•  »^-       t  ^.  t%. 
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of  the  pfopfe)  unacquainted  with  Jewifli  modes 
and  habits^  gave  it  the  frceft  room  to  operate. 
Thefe  falfe  teachers  fttli  called  themfeWcs  chrif- 
cians,  and  the  mifchief  Which  they  introduced, 
fcems  it  Brft  fight  no  great  one.  So,  I  doubt 
hot,  feme  fafliionable  perverfions  of  Evangeli- 
cal truth  at  this  day^  of  a  iimilar  kind,  appear  to 
many  to  6e  of  no  great  confcquence.  It  is  no 
fault  of  mine,  that  this  Galatian  delufion  appears ' 
ftrongly  to  refcmblc  thtrrft.  I  •  have  reprdcnted 
things  as  they  appear  to  me  from  the  epiftie. 
The  gfeat  evil  lurking  under  all  this,  was  the 
adulteration  of  the  faith  of  Jefus,  and  of  depen- 
dance  on  him  alone  for  all  falvation.  in  no 
cpiftic  does  the  Apoftle  fpcak  fo  fharply,  or  ex- 
prcfs  himlclf  fo  vehemently.  It  appears  to  have 
come  warm  from  a  charitable  heart,  juft  after  the 
reception  of  the  difagrceable  tidings.  He  profefles 
himfelf  aftoniflicd  at  their  dcfcdion  from  Chrift  j 
and  execrates  any  man  or  even  angei,  who  fhould 
preach  any  other  way  of  falvation.  If  fuch  a 
perfon  ftill  call  himfelf  a  chriftian,  and  hold  the 
hiftorical  faiSts  of  the  gofpel,  the  cafe  is  not  al* 
tercd  for  the  better ;  the  deception  only  paffing 
more  current  on  that  account*.  He  afferts,  that 
if  they  mixed  circumcifion,  or  any  work  of  the 
law,  with  Chrift  in  the  article  of  juftification, 
Chrift  would  be  of  no  effeft  to  them-f.  He  muft 
be  rheir  whole  Saviour,  or  he  would  be  nothing ; 
law  aad  grace  in  this  cafe  being  quite  oppofite. 
He  marks  the  mere  woridiy  nature  of  the  dodtrine 
they  were  embracing  J,  it  would  make  them  nriere 
Jewa  indeed,  proud,  felf-righteous,  void  of  the 
love  of  God  and  man§,  and  no  better  in  their 
fpiritual  (late  than  they  were  while  idolaters ||. 
Thus  they  would  lofe  all  the  liberty  of  the  gofpel, 
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and  be  mere  flaves  in  religion,  like  all  iincon^ 
verted    perfons,    whofe   bottom   is   merely   felf- 
righteous.     He  points  out  to  them  the  peculiar 
nature  of  the  gofpcl,  as  perfedbJy  diftilict  from 
any  thing  that  mere  man  is  apt  to  teach  or  ready 
to.  embrace.     In  the  hiftorical  part  of  the  epiftlc 
he  vindicates  his  own  Apoftolical  character,  in^ 
cukates  throughout  in  all  poffible  variety  of  lan- 
guage,, and  with  his  ufual  copioufnefs,  both  of 
clear  argument  and  (trong  didtion,  the  all-impor- 
tant article  of  j unification,  and  preffes  the  necef- 
fity  of  continuing  in  it,  in  order  to  be  benefited 
by  it.     Otherwife  we  make  Chrift  the  minifter  of 
fin,  or  of  condemnation,   build  again  what  we 
huve  deftroyed,  and,  as  far  as  in  us  lies,  make 
him  to  have  died  in  vain.     He  appeals  to  their 
own  experience  of  the  happy  fruits  of  the  gofpel^ 
which  they  had  felt  within,  and  rcprefents  him- 
felf  as  travailing  in  birth  for  them,  till  Chrift  be 
formed  in'  them.     He  expreflcs  himfelf  dubious 
of  their  ftate,  and  dcfirous  of  vifiting  them,  that 
he  might  adapt  his  language  to  their   perilous 
fituation.     He  wifties  that  their  evil  advifcrs  were 
cut  off\,  fo  mifchievous  were  they  to  fouls,  and 
afiures  them,  tliat  the  Divine  Vengeance  would 
overtake  them.     He  informs  them,  that  the  per- 
fec.ution,  which  he  himfelf  endured,  was  on  ac- 
count of  this  very  dodrine.     This  it  was  that 
ftirred  up  the  enmity  of  the  human  heart ;  and 
this  dodrine  being  loft,    the  gofpel  becon^es  a 
mere  name,,  and  chriftianity  is  loft  in  the  group 
of  common  religions. 

It  will  be  .proper  for  us  to  bear  in  mind  the 
Apbftle's  reafoningson  this  fubjedl,  and  to  apply 
them  to  every  .period  of  church^hiftory  ;  fince  it 
is  evideat,  that  the  rife  or  fall  of  this  great  chrif- 
tiao  article,  muft  determine  the  vigour  or  de- 
cline 
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elite  of  reil  feligion  in  all  ages.  Henegk^ 
not  however  in  his  ufual  manner  to  inculcate  the 
neceflity  of  good  works,  as  the  jufl:  fruits  and 
eridences  of  a  real  chriftian  ftate*^  and  particu* 
larly  encourages  them  to  works  of  mercy,  attend- 
ed with  a  patient  and  cheerful  profpeft  into  eter- ' 
nity,  and  animated  with  genuine  charity  f. 

There  is  reafon  to  hope,  that  the  beft  effefts- 
attended  the  epiftle.  No  very  long  time  after,  the* 
Apoftle  again  vifited  thefe  churches^  and  went 
over  the  whole  country,  ftrengthening  •*  all  the- 
"  difciples  J."  This  is  all  that  I  can  colled  of 
the  hiftory  of  this  church  from  fcriptufe,  except 
a  fingl^  hint  in  another  epiftle§,  in  which  he  re- 
commends to  the  Corinthians  to  ufe  the  fame 
plan  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  faints,  which  he 
had  fuggefted  to  the  Galatians.  From  the  in-^ 
fluence  which  he  hence  appears  to  have  had  in 
.Galatia,  it  is  probable,  that  the  Judaical  perver- 
fion  was  overcome. 


SECTION    VIIL 

PHILIPPI. 

/TpHE  difpenfation  of  the  gofpel  is  doubtlefi 
X  the  greateft  blefling  that  can  be  vouchfafed 
to  any  country.  But  the  times  and  the  feafons  God 
hath  referved  to  himfclf.  Even  in  this  fenfe  fal- 
vation  is  of  grace ;  and  Divine  Providence  alone 
orders  and  appoints,  that  the  gofpel  Ihall  be 
preached  here  or  there,  as  he  pleafes.     Paul  and 

E  2  Silas, 
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Silas,  if  left  to  themfelves,  m  their  progress  tp 
the  weft,  would  have  evapgeli^ed  Pergamus  or 
AfiA  propria  and  Bithynia*,  bu(  were  prevent^ 
by  fpecial  intimations  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  Thf  y 
came  now  to  Troas,  fo  cajkd  from  its  being  the 
place,  OF  near  the  place,  where  old  Troy  had 
ftood,  by  the  fea-coaft,  miccrtain  whither  they 
l^ould  go  next,  and  perhaps  little  apprehenfive, 
that  God  now  for  the  iiril  time  was  introducing  hia 
gofpel  into  Europe.  A  nightly  vifion,  in  which, 
a  Macedonian  intreated  Paul  to  come  over  into 
hi$  cotitotry  and  help  them,  determined  at  once 
their  dcftination.  They  failed  from  Troas  to  the 
lAand  of  Samothracia,  and  the  next;  day  to  Nea- 
polis,  a  Macedonian  fea-porc,  whence  through 
the  gulpb  Qf  Strymon  they  came  to  Philippi,  the 
firft  city  pf  that  part  of  Macedonia,  which  they 
would  meet  with  in  their  way  from  Neapolis. 
So  I  qqderftand  St.  Lulce*s  expreOion  nptam  -,  for 
Theflalonica  was  the  capital  of  Macedonia.  The 
city  itfelf,  though  originally  Macedonian,  and 
fo  named  from  Philip  the  father  of  Alexander, 
was  then  -a  Roman  colony,  inhabited  by  Roman 
citizens,  and  regulated  by  Roman  laws  and  cuf> 
toms.  The  region  itfelf  had  been  renowned  for 
conftituting  the  third  of  the  four  great  mo- 
narchies under  the  arms  of  Alexander,  and  the 
place  itfelf  had  been  fomething  more  than  half  a 
century  agQ  the  fcene  of  a  famous  battle  between 
two  Roman  parties  engaged  in  a  civil  war.  Nei- 
ther of  thc^le  feafons  would  have  been  at  all  con* 
nenient  for  the  gofpeL  The  prefent  was  a  fcene 
%f  cranquillity  and  order  under  the  Roman  go« 
vemmeBt(  and  Macedonia,  though  now  only  a 
iUniao  province,  was  going  to  be  the  fMbjed  of 
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tranfaftions    infinitely    more    noble   than   thofc 
which  adorn  the  hiftory  of  m  greatefl:  princes^ 

The  firft  appearances  did  notpromife  any  thing 
nemarkablc*  They  fpent  a  few  days  at  firft  with 
little  profpeft  of  fucccis.  They  found  a  few 
Jews  here,  who  ufed  on  the  Sabbath  day  to  fre- 
quent an  oratory  out  of  the  city  by  the  river-fide, 
and  fome  women,  religioufly  difpofed,  reforted 
thithcn  It  was  the  conftant  method  of  the 
Apoftles  to  join  themiclves  to  Unitarians,  where- 
e?er  they  could  find  them,  as  the  firft  opening 
for  the  gofpel  of  Chrift,  They  did  fo  here,  and 
fpakc  to  the  women •  One  of  them  was  Lydia, 
a  perfon  of  fome  property,  Her  heart  the  Lord 
opened,  that  **  flic  attended  to  the  things  which 
**  were  fpoken  by  Paul/*  She  was  baptized  with 
her  family,  and  with  affedionate  importunity 
prevailed  on  the  Apoftle  and  his  companions  to 
make  her  houfe  their  home  in  Philippic  Here 
we  have  the  beginnings  of  the  Philippian  churchy 
but  the  convcrfion  was  found  and  (table,  and  her 
pragrefs  in  the  divine  life  feems  of  the  fame  kind 
as  that  of  Cornelius.  Vexed  at  the  profpeft, 
Satan  employed  a  girl  poflcfl^ed  with  a  fpirit  of 
Python  to  bring  the  gofpel  into  contempt^  if  pof- 
fible.  She  conftantly  followed  the  chriftian 
preachers,  and  bore  them  the  mofl  honourable 
teftimony,  Paul  was  grieved,  as  being  fully 
fcnQble  of  the  ill  c^fFeft,  which  a  fuppofcd  union 
between  Clirift  and  Python*  mud  occafion  in  the 
minds  of  men.  He  was  at  length  enabled  mira- 
culoufly  to  ejeft  the  daemon.  The  proprietors 
of  the  girl,  who  had  made  a  traffic  of  her  oracu- 

E  3  lar 

*  The  vtry  term  leads  me  to  apprehend,  that  the  oracubr  work 
of  the  Pythian  Apolb  among  the  pagans  had  fontething  diabolical 
w  ti  ;  and  ihe  (torv  before  til  demonUrates  the  realiiy  of  fuch  de- 
luHoni,  arid  that  human  fraud  and  ingacity  aiooe  are  not  ikfticicDt 
10  acf^ur^t  for  them. 
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Ur  powers,  finding  that  fhe  was  difpofrelled  of 
the  daemon,  wreaked  their  vengeance  on  Paul 
and  Silas,  and  by  flanderous  accufacions  induced 
the  magiftrates  to  fcourge  them  fevcrely,  and  to 
commit  them  to  prifon.  The  jailer  thruft  them 
into  the  inner  prifon,  and  fattened  their  feet  in 
the  ftocks. 

In  this  (ituation,  diflirefling  indeed,  and  in  the 
eyes  of  many  ridiculous,  thefc  two  fervants  of 
God  at  midnight,  though  opprefied  with  pain 
and  hunger  and  every  difagrecable  circumftance, 
were  yet  enabled  to  pray  and  fing  praifes  to  God, 
So  powerful  are  the  confolations  of  the  Holy 
Gholl,  and  fo  much  did  the  Love  of  Chrill 
conftrain  thehi !  And  now  the  Lord  caufed 
a  great  earthquake,  which  opened  all  the  doors 
of  the  prifort,  and  loofed  every  one's  bond$, 
The  jailer  awakening,  in  his  firft  trepidation, 
by  a  praftice  which  I  wifli  had  been  creditable 
among  pagans  only,  was  going  to  ru(h  into 
eternity.  Paul  kindly  affurcd  him,  that  none 
of  the  prifoners  had  efcaped.  And  now  being 
ftruck  with  horror  at  the  thought  of  the  world 
to  come,  to  which  he  had  been  haftcning  in  al} 
his  guilt,  and  being  divinely  convinced  of  his 
danger,  he  came  trembling,  and  fell  down  before 
Paul  and  Silas,  and  brought  them  out,  and  afked 
what  he  miift  do  to  be  laved.  The  anfwer  was 
plain  and  dircft.  Why  do  any  who  call  them- 
JTelves  chriftian  minifters  ever  give  any  other  ? 
**  Belieyc  in  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  thou  (hale 
*'  be  faved  and  thy  houfe/-  They  then  in- 
ftrudted  him  and  his  houfhold  in  the  •  nature  of 
the  gofpel,  and  opened  to  him  the  doftrine  of 
forgivenefs  by  the  blood  of  Chrift.  His  con- 
verfion  appears  evidently  of  the  fame  kind,  as 
that  of  the  three  thoufand  at  Jerufalcm.  He 
was  humbled  for  his  fins,  and  he  received  pardon 
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by  faith  in  Jefus.  His  ready  fubmiffion  to  bap- 
tifm,  his  affe£bionate  treatment  of  thofc  who  had 
Juft  before  been  the  objcfts  of  his  feverity,  and  his 
joy  in  the  Lord,  demonftrated,  that  he  was  turn- 
ed from  Satan  to  God.  His  whole  family  Ihared 
-with  him  in  the  fame  bleflings. 

In  the  morning  the  magiftrates  fent  an  order 
for  the  difmiffion  of  the  prifoners.  But  Paul 
thought  it  not  inconfiftent  with  chriftian  meeknefs, 
to  demand  from  them  an  apology  for  thetr  illegal 
behaviour  to  Roman  citizens  ;  for  fuch  it  fecms 
Silas  was,  as  well  as  Paul.  The  magiftrates, 
alarmed,  came  perfonally  to  make  conceffions, 
which  wereeafily  accepted.  Being  dlfmiffed  from 
{>rifon,  they  entered  into  Lydia's  houfe,  com- 
forted the  difciples,  aad  left  Philippi  for  the 
prefeiit. 

Some  years  after,  the  Apoftle  again  vifited 
^his  people,  and  found  them  (lill  in  a  ilouriihing 
ftate.  He  always  took  a  peculiar  pleafure  in  this 
church  i  and  in  his  epiltie  written  from  Rome, 
•he  thanks  God  for  their  fincere  fellowlhip  in  the 
gofpel  from  the  beginning.  He  exprefles  his  ^x- 
peftation  of  liberty,  and  of  being  enabled  to  fee 
them  again,  and  exhorts  them  to  bear  patiently 
the  perfccutions  to  which  they  were  expofed,  as 
an  evidence  of  the  Divine  Favour*. 

Liberality  was  a  ihining  virtue  of  this  church. 
They  had  fent  once  and  again  to  his  relief  at  Thef- 
falonica-j-.  And  now  they  had  fent  Epaphroditus 
to  Rome,  to  minifter  to  his  wants.  A  dangerous 
illnfefs  had  brought  this  difciple  to  the  borders  of 
the  grave.  Upon  his  recovery  he  was  afflicted 
^o  think  of  the  diftrefs,  which  the  news  of  his 
ficknefs  mud  have  brought  on  the  minds  of  tho 
f  hilippians.    Paul  was  therefore  .the  more  anxious 
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to  fend  him  back.  The  fcnCbility  of  that  lov^^ 
ivith  which  the  Holy  Ghoft  had  influenced  all  cOa* 
cerncd  in  th»s  affair,  is  finely  defcribed  in  thi^ 
part  of  the  epiftle*.  The  Apoltle  toward  the 
dofe  of  it  even  ej^ults  in  the  pieafui-e  which  th^ 
charity  of  thefc  difciples  gave  h.m,  and  aflTures  them, 
that  his  God  would  '*  fMPply  all  their  need  ac- 
*'  cording  to  his  riches  in  glory  by  Chrift  Jefus.** 
He  warns  them  hoAvever  againft  the  dangers  of 
fedudion.  Judaifiqg  teachers  defired  to  pervert 
them.  He  reminds  them  thereloref  of  his 
own  fimplc  dependance  on  the  Lord  Jcfus, 
though  he  had  fairer  pretenfiops  than  moft  men  to 
fcif-righteoufnefs,  and  with  tears  in  his  eyes  de* 
clares,  that  even  then  many  pretended  chriitians 
walked  like  enemies  of  the  Crofs  of  Chrift. 

Such  was  the  work  of  God  at  Philippi.  A 
eonfiderable  number  of  perfons,  once  worihippers 
of  idols,  devoted  to  the  bafefl:  lulls,  and  funl( 
in  the  groffeft  ignorance,  wer^  brought  to  the 
knowledge  and  love  of  the  true  God,  and  the 
hope  of  falvation  by  hi$  Son  Jefvis.  In  this  faith 
and  hope  they  pcrfcvered  amidft  a  world  of  per- 
fecutions,  fteadily  brought  forth  the  fruits  of 
charity,  and  lived  in  th^  jovful  expedapof)  of  n 
ble^ed  refurrcdtion, 


S  E  C  T  I  9  N     13^. 

THESSALONICA* 

OF  Amphipolis  and  Apollonia,  the  next  cities 
of  Macedonia  through  which  St.  PaqI  pafied, 
nothing  particular  is  recorded.  But  at  Thcflalo- 
nica  another  European  church  was  formed  inferior 
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in  folid  piety  to  none  in  the  primitive  times.  It  had^ 
been  rtbujit  by  Philip  of  Maccutm^  and 
nanie  from  his  conqueft  of  Thcflkly.  Here  Paul 
followed  his  yfual  cultom  of  preaching  firll  to 
the  Jews  in  their  fynagoguet  and  fpcnt  the  hrll 
three  Sabbaihs  in  pointing  out  the  evidences 
of  chriftianity.  The  cuftom  of  the  Jews,  in  al- 
lowing any  of  their  countrymen  to  exhort  in  their 
fynagogues,  gave  the  Apoftlc  an  cafy  opportu- 
nity at  preaching  to  this  people,  till  their  ufual 
enmity  and  obitinacy  began  to  exert  icfelf.  Some 
of  the  Jews  were  however  converted*,  and  a 
great  multitude  of  religious  Gentiles,  who  ufcd 
to  attend  the  fynagogue,  and  not  a  few  females 
of  quality.  So  difficult  is  it  for  even  Satan  him- 
fclf,  tu  erafe  all  prrception  ot  the  one  true  God 
frooi  the  minds  of  men,  fo  powerful  is  the  voice 
of  natural  confcience,  and  fo  totally  unreafonable  is 
the  polytheilm  of  the  pagans,  that  notwithftanding 
the  extreme  depravity  of  human  nature,  we  tind» 
wherever  the  Jews  carried  on  the  publick  worfliip 
of  the  God  of  Ifrael,  it  was  coMimon  for  Jbme 
Gentiles  to  join  in  their  worfliip*  Within  the 
bounds  of  tJie  Holy  Land  there  were  a  number 
of  this  fort.  And  I  nbjerve  through  the  whole 
tcnour  of  Jofephus's  hiftory,  that  the  Romans 
treated  what  they  held  facrcd  with  refpeft;  and 
whoever  was  diftinguifhed  by  any  religious 
ihou^hrfulnels  from  others,  found  nothing  to 
fuit  him  in  Gentile  rites,  but  preferred  the  wctr- 
fhip  of  the  Jews.  The  devout  Greeks  converted 
at  ThefTalonica  were  of  this  clafs,  and  this  is  not 
the  firft  inftance  we  have  feen  of  the  Lord's  pre- 
paring perfons,  by  an  attention  to  a  more  imper- 
tccl  light,  for  the  Sun  of  Righteoufnefs*  But 
fi?  is  not  confined  to  one  method.     The  major 
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part  of  the  Thcflalonian  converts  were  idolaters*, 
who  now  turned  to  the  living  and  true  God,  in 
the  faith  and  hope  of  Jcfus,  who  *'  delivered 
*'  them  from  the  wrath  to  come/'  Faith,  hope, 
and  charity  evidenced  this  people  to  be  God's 
ele(5t;  the  word  came  to  their  hearts  in  much 
in  power  and  afTurance  -,  and  though  it  expofed 
them  to  much  afflidion,  this  did  not  prevent  their 
joy  of  the  Holy  Ghoft. 

The  reftlefs  Jews  were  not  afhamed  to  join 
with  the  moft  profligate  pagans  in  perfecuting 
the  new  converts,  and  decent  hypocrites  and  open 
finners  were  once  more  feen  united  in  oppofing 
the  church  of  God.  They  aflaulted  the  houfe  of 
Jafon^at  whofe  houfe  Paul  and  his  companions  were 
entertained.  Precautions  having  been  ufed  to 
fecrete  them,  Jafon  and  fome  other  chriitians  wer€ 
brought  before  the  magiflrates,  and  calumniated 
with  the  ufual  charge  of  fedition.  The  Roman 
governors  however  were  content  with  exading  a 
fecurity  from  Jafon  and  his  friends  for  the  peace 
iof  the  fl:ate.  But  the  Apoftle  knew  too  well  the 
malice  of  the  Jews  to  trull  to  their  moderation 
for  the  prefcnt,  and  therefore  was  obliged  abrupt- 
ly to  leave  the  infant  church,  which  appears 
however,  from  the  firft  epiftlc,  which  not  long 
after  he  fent  to  them,  not  to  have  been  without  pal- 
tors,  whom  he  charges  them  to  honour  and  obey-}-* 

The  growth  of  this  people  in  godlinefs  was 
foon  renowned  through  the  chriftian  world. 
T  heir  pcrfecution  appears  to  have  been  grievous, 
and  hence  the  comfort  of  God  their  Saviour,  and 
the  profpedt  of  the  invifible  world,  became  more 
precious  to  them.  The  Apoftle  made  two  at- 
tempts to  return  to  them,  but  was  as  oft  difap* 
pointed  by  the  malice  of  Satan  J.     Fearing,  left 
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die  weight  of  their  affliftion  might  crufti  their 
religion  in  its  infancy,  he  fcnt  Timothy  to  them— ^ 
to  ellablifh  and  comfort  them.  From*  him  oa 
his  return  he  learnt  the  ftrength  of  their  faith  and 
love,  and  their  affeftionate  remembrance  of  the 
Apoftle,  whofe  benevolent  effufions  of  joy  and 
gratitude  on  the  occafion  exceed  all  encomium. 
The  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  enlighteningl 
comforting,  and  invigorating  this  people,  feemed 
in  a  good  meafure  to  fupply  the  want  of  paftoral 
inftruftion,  in  which  from  their  circumftances 
they  were  probably  defeftive.  Yet  they  felt  the 
love  of  God  in  the  ftrongeft  manner,  and  exer* 
cifcd  it  on  all  around f. 

Fornication   indeed   was  a  fin   fo    commonly  . 
praftifed  among  the  Gentiles,  without  the  leaft 
fufpicion  of  its  evil,  that  Paul  thought  proper  to 
warn  them  againft  it  exprefsly  and  diftinftly:};. 

In  his  fecond  epiftle  he  congratulates  them  on 
their  great  proficiency  in  faith  and  love;  and 
while  he  comforts  them  with  the  profpcft  of  the 
fecond  coming  of  Chrift,  he  takes  occafion  to 
correft  a  miftake,  into  which  they  had  fallen 
from  what  he  had  mentioned  in  his  former  epiftle, 
of  imagining  that  the  lafl:  day  was  at  hand.  Men 
who  had  fuddenly  paflcd  from  the  groffeft  igno- 
rance into  the  full  blaze  of  gofpel-day,  might 
cafily  make  a  miftake,  efpecially  fince  their  af- 
fcftions  were  now  fo  ftrongly  captivated  with  hea- 
venly objefts,  and  they  found  fo  little  in  a  world 
of  perfecQtion  to  cheer  their  minds.  There  ap- 
pears only  one  fault  in  this  people,  which  he 
thought  neceflfary  to  rebuke.  He  intimated  fome- 
thing§  of  it  in  the  former  epiftle,  in  the  latter 
was  more  exprefs||.     It  was  the  want  of  induftry 
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in  thdr  eallihgs,  with  which  he  charged  fomc 
of  them ;  for  this  was  not  a  general  evil. 
How  they  might  fall  into  it,  is  eafy  to  con- 
ceive. Peribns  all  alimc  for  God  and  his  Chrift, 
#Ik1  knowing  little  of  the  deceitfulnefs  of  the 
heart,  and  the  crafts  of  Satan,  mi^ht  find  it  irk- 
ibme  to  attend  to  the  concerns  of  this  life,  it 
was  a  fault  indeed,  and  very  dangerous,  if  per- 
fifted  in ;  but  as  it  was  foon  corroded,  in  all  pro- 
bftbility,  and  in  part  occafioned  by  the  ftrength 
of  heavenly  afie£tions,  one  cannot  be  very  ievcre 
in  cenfuring  them. 

It  may  be  worth  while  for  thofe,  who  feel 
themfelves  much  irritated  againft  fimilar  evils  at^ 
teodant  on  the  out-pouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in 
our  days,  to  confider  whether  they  do  not  ejtercife 
iDore  candour  toward  the  Theflalonians,  and  re- 
form them  as  real  chriftians,  while  they  fcorn 
thofe  who  walk  in  their  fteps  as  enthufiaits. 

This  church  bears  the  ftrongcft  fignatures  of 
godiinefs,  the  efieA  of  no  common  out-pouring 
pf  the  Spirit;  adorning  the  gofpel  with  faith, 
hope,  and  charity,  yet  (hewing  by  their  faults 
:^^'<l^  ^ukI  ignorance  the  importance  of  much  p^ftoral 
^  inftru^tion,  in  which  their  circumftances  fuffcred 
them  not  to  abound,  and  which  under  God  would. 
have  foon  cured  the  former,  and  removed  the 
latter,  and  expofed  only  to  fuch  blemilhes,  as  are 
moft  apt  to  attend  great  attainments  in  the  divine 
life  made  with  vaft  rapidity. 

It  appears,  that  St.  Paul  viQted  this  people  a 
ponfiderable  time  after,  and  gave  them  much  ex- 
hortation •,  but  we  have  no  particular  farther  ac- 
count of  them*.  V 

S  E  C- 
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^  In  the  fifft  epiftlc  he  **  charges  them  by  the  Lord,"  that  it  be 
*  read  tp  all  tbelMly  brethteo."    Ai  thit  feems  to  I^  beto  hb 
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SECTION    X- 


B£REA    AND   ATHENS. 

TJAUL  was  conduced  to  Bcrca,  a  city  of  Ma- 
ll; cedonia,  from  Theflalonica.  Here  alfo  was  a 
Jcwifli  fynagogue,  anu  here  the  preaching  of  the 
X^tok  was  candidly  received  by  Jews  for  the  firft 
time.  A  very  Angular  charaftcr  is  given  of  the 
Jews  of  this  place,  a  liberality  of  mind,  which 
difpofed  them  to  liften  with  attention,  and  to 
icarch  the  fcriptures  of  the  Old  Teftament  with 
daily  afliduity.  The  grace  of  God  feems  to  have 
prepared  thefc  perfons  for  the  gofpel,  and  Paul 
nad  the  plcafure  to  find  a  number  of  the  damp  of 
Cornelius,  who  were  groping  their  way  to  hap- 
pinefs,  and  were  ready  to  hail  the  light  as  foon 
as  it  fliould  dawn  upon  them.  Many  Jews  here 
believed,  and  not  a  few  Gentiles  alfo  of  both 
fcxes ;  thofe  of  the  female  fcx  were  perfons  of 
quality.  The  rage  of  the  Theflalonian  Jews  foon 
however  difturbed  this  pleafing  fcene;  and  ftirred 
up  a  perfecution,  which  obliged  the  chriftians  to 
ufe  fome  art  in  faving  the  Apoftle's  life.  His 
condudors  at  firft  took  the  road  toward  the  fea, 
which  might  lead  the  perfecutors  to  fuppofe  he 
had  Quitted  the  continent.  They  then  brought 
him  iafe  to  Athens*,  once  the  firft  city  of  Greece 

in 

firii  ^iftlft,  and  indeed  the  neweft  part  of  the  whole  New  Tefla- 
metit,  the  ibiemntty  of  the  adjuration  i^n^^v)  has  a  peculiar  pro- 
priety, as  Dr.  Lardner  obferves.  The  ThefTalonians  were  no 
doubt  difpofed  to  receive  it  as  matter  of  apoitolicrl  infpiration, 
and  the  imporuoce  of  brin^g  every  chrillian  to  be  well  acquaiottd 
Wh  the  Wfd  of  Q^  it.  fairly  iiiferFe4. 
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In  all  views,  and  ftill  renowned  for  tafte  arid 
fcience,  the  fchool  in  which  the  greateft  Romans 
ftudied  philofophy.  Here,  while  he  waited  for  the 
arrival  of  Silas  and  Timothy,  he  beheld  the  mo- 
numents of  the  city  with  other  eyes  than  thofc  of 
a  fcholar  and  a  gentleman.  No  place  in  the 
world  could  more  have  entertained  a  curious  and 

Shilofophical  fpirit  than  this.  Temples,  altars^ 
atues,  hiftorical  memorials,  living  philofophers 
of  various  fcfts,  books  of  thofe  who  were  dc- 
ceafed,  a  confluence  of  polite  and  humanized 
perfons  of  various  countries,  enjoying  the*  luxury 
of  learned  leifure,  thefe  things  muft  at  once  have 
obtruded  themfelvcs  on  his  notice;^ and  no  man 
in  any  age,  by  ftrength  of  underftanding,  warmth 
of  temper,  and  juftnefs  of  tafte,  feems  to  have' 
been  more  capable  of  entering  into  the  fpirit  of 
thefe  fcenes  than  Saul  of  Tarfus.  But  Divine 
Grace  had  given  his  faculties  a  very  different  di- 
teftion,  and  the  chriftian  in  him  predominated 
extremely  above  the  philofopher  and  the  critic. 
He  faw  here,  that  even  the  excefs  of  learning 
brought  men  no  nearer  to  God.  No  place  on 
earth  was  more  given  to  idolatry.  He  could  not 
therefore  find  pleafure  in  the  claffical  luxuries 
prefented  before  him :  He  faw  his  Maker  dif- 
graced,  and  fouls  perifhing  in  fin.  Pity  and  in- 
dignation fwallowed  up  all  other  emotions ;  and 
minifters  of  Chrifl,  by  their  own  fcnfations  in  fimi- 
lar  fcenes,  may  try  how  far  they  are  poflcflcd  of 
the  mind  of  Paul,  which  in  this  cafe  certainly 
was  the  mind  of  Chriftt-  If  afieftions  be  lively, 
fome  exertions  will  follow.  He  laid  open  the 
reafons  of  chriflianity  to  Jews  in  their  fyna- 
gogue,  to  Gentile  worfhippers  who  attended 
the  fynagogue,  and  daily  to  any  perfons  whom  he 
met  with  in  the  forum.     There  were  two  fcfts 

very 
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Tcry  bppofitc  to  one  another  among  the  pagait 
philofophers,  the  epicureans  and  the  ftoics.     The 
tbrmcr  placed  the  chief  good  in  pleafure,    the 
latter  in  virtue,  correfpondent  to  the  two  chief 
fcfts  among  the  Jews,  the  Sadducees   and   the 
Pharifees,   and   indeed  to   the  two  forts  among 
mankind  in  all  ages  who  yet  are  in  a  ftate  of  na- 
ture, men  of  a  licentious  and  diflTipated  turn,  and 
fclf- righteous  perfons,  who  fubftitute  their  own 
rcafon  and  virtue  in  the  room  of  Divine  Grace 
and  Influence.     As  thefe  will  in  any  age  unite 
againft  the  real  friends  of  Jefus  Chrift,  fo  it  was 
here.     The  Apoftle  appeared  a  mere  babbler  in 
their  eyes,     Jefus  and  the  refurreftion,  which  he 
preached,    were   ideas   from  which  their  minds 
were  fo  abhorrent,  that  they  took  them  for  a  new 
god  and  goddefs. 

It  belonged  to  the  court  of  Areopagus  to  take 
cognizance  of  things  of  this  nature.  This  court 
had  unjuftly  condemned  the  famous  Socrates,  as 
if  he  had  depreciated  the  eftabliflied  religion, 
though  he  bad  given  as  ftrong  proofs  of  his  poly- 
theiilic  attachments,  as  he  had  of  philofophical 
pride.  It  ought  not  however  to  be  denied,  that 
in  a  lower  fcnle  he  fuffered  for  righteoufnefs' 
fake.  His  honed  rebukes  of  vice  and  improbity 
cxpofed  him  to  death ;  fo  unfafe  is  even  the 
lead  approximation  to  goodnefs  in  a  world  like 
this.  That  St.  Paul  efcaped  condemnation  here, 
feems  owing  to  circumftances.  The  court  under 
the  tolerating  maxims  of  its  Roman  fuperiors, 
feems  now  to  have  had  only  the  privilege  of  ex- 
amining tenets  as  a  fynod,  without  the  penal 
power  of  magiftracy*. 

•  Id  this  however  I  am  not  very  pofiiive :  A  greater  degree  of 
ibeptical  indifference  might,  in  the  progrefs  of  refinement,  have  pre- 
vailed at  Athens  in  the  days  of  St.  Paul,  and  the  court  might  itfelf 
be  at  little  difpofed  to  perfecnte,  as  the  Roman  powers* 
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It  would  carry  me  too  far  to  dwell  on  the  ex- 
cellent apology  of  Paul  delivered  before  this 
court.  He  reproved  their  idolatry  in  language 
and  by  arguments  perfcAly  claflicaU  and  an- 
nounced fo  much  of  the  gofpel,  as  was  adapted 
to  the  very  ignorant  ftate  of  his  audience.  Who- 
ever duly  examines  this  little  malter-piece  of  elo- 
quence, may  fee  that  he  labours  to  beget  in  them 
the  fpirit  of  conviftiOn,  and  to  prepare  them  for 
gqfpel-mercy,  juft  as  Peter  did  in  his  firft  fermon 
at  Jerufalem.  The  means  ufed  by  the  two 
Apoftles  are  as  different,  as  the  circumftances  of 
d  Jewilh  and  Athenian  audience  were.  The  end 
aimed  at  by  both  was  the  fame. 

There  is  reafon  to  apprehend,  that  God  never 
fuffers  the  plain  and  faithful  denunciation  of  his 
gofpel  to  be  altogether  fruitlefs.     A  few  believcfd 
in   reality  and  with   (ledfallnefs,    among  whom 
was  Dionyfius  a  member  of  the  court,  and  a  wo-» 
]in^n  named  Damaris.     Thefe   Paul  left  to  the 
^car^  of  that  gracious  God  who  had  opened  their 
eyes,, and  departed  from  a  city  as  yet  too  haughty, 
^ioQ  fcornful,  and  too  indifferent  concerning  things 
^of  infinite  moment,    to  receive  the  gofpel.     A 
^(phurcb  could  hardly  be  faid  to  be  formed  here, 
^t^oujgh  a  few  individuals  were  converted.     The 
'  liitle  focccfs  at  Athens  evinces  that  a  fpirit  of  li- 
terary trifling  in  religion,  where  all  is  theory,  and 
,  the  confcience  is  unconcerned,  hardens  the  heart 
cffedually.     What  a  contraft  between  the  eflfefts 
of  the  fame  gofpel  difpenfed  to  the  illiterate  Ma- 
cedonians, and  the  philofophical  Athenians.     Yet 
there  want  not  many  who  call  themfelvcs  chrif- 
tians,  who  affeft  to  beftow  on  men  of  the  fbrmcr 
.  fort  the  appellation  of  barbarians,  of  the  latter 
enlightened  perfons. 
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CORINTH. 

THIS  was  at  that  time  the  metropolis  of 
Greece.  Its  (ituatton  in  an  ifthmus  rendered 
k  remarkably  convenient  for  trade.  It  was  the 
refidence  of  the  Roman  governor  of  Achaia,  the 
name  then  given  ro  all  Greece,  and  it  was  at  once 
full  of  op u knee,  learning,  luxury,  and  fenfu- 
ality.  Hither  the  Apollle  came  from  Athens, 
and  laboured  both  among  the  Jews  and  the  Gen- 
tiles* Here  Providence  gave  him  the  acquain- 
tance of  Aquila  and  his  wife  Prifcilla,  two  Jcwifli 
chriftians  lately  expelled  from  Italy,  with  other 
Jews,  by  an  edift  of  the  emperor  Claudius. 
With  them  he  wrought  as  a  tent-maker^  being 
of  the  fame  occupation :  For  every  Jew,  whe- 
ther rich  or  poor,  was  obliged  to  follow  fomc 
trade.  After  the  arrival  of  Silas  and  Timet hy, 
the  Apollle  with  much  vehemence  preached  to 
his  countrymen-,  but  oppofition  and  abufe  were 
the  only  returns  he  met  with.  The  modern  no* 
tions  of  charity  will  fcarcely  "be  reconciled  to  the 
zealous  indignation  which  he  fliewed  on  this 
occafion.  He  fliook  his  garment  and  told  them, 
that  he  was  clear  of  their  dcftrudtion,  he  would 
leave  them,  and  apply  himlelf  to  the  Gentiles  m 
this  city.  With  this  denunciation  he  left  the 
fynagoyue,  and  enttrrcd  into  the  houfc  of  one 
Jijftus,  a  cievout  peribn,  well-affc£led  to  the  gof- 
pet  Crifpus  alfo,  the  ruler  of  the  fynagogue, 
with  his  whole  family,  received  the  truth.  Bac 
^c  hear  of  no  more  Jcwilh  converts  here.    How- 
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ever  many  Corinthians  were  converted.     And  a 
gracious  vilion   of  the   Lord  Jefus*,   %vho   told 
him  thit  he   bad  much  people  in  this  city^  en- 
I  raged   him   to  ft  ay  here  a  year  and  a  half* 
LThe  rage  of  the  Jews  would  doubtlefs  be  railed 
J  to  the  higheft  pitch  v  but,  as  ufual,  the  moderate 
ffpirit  of  the  Roman  government  prevented   its 
[^fengumary  exertions-     Gal  Ho  the  proconful,  bro- 
ther of  the  famous  Seneca,  was  perfrftly  mdif- 
Vent  concerning  the  progrefs  of  chrittlanity,  and 
ffcfufed  to  pay  the  leatt  attention  to  their  com- 
daints  againft  Paul,  who  now  found   himfelf  fo 
ftually  preferved  from  the  fury  of  his  coun- 
;trymcn,    that   he   remained   a   confiderable   time 
longer  in  that  city.     After  his  departure  A  pol- 
ios,  a  zealous   and   eloquent  Alexandrian   Jew, 
.came  to  Corinth,   and   was  made  a  very  power- 
iful  inftrument  of  building  up  this  church,  and 
of  filencing   the  oppofition    of  the  Jews,     The 
lodefty  of  this  man  was  as  confpicuous  as  his 
^  frit.     Till  he  was  inllrufted  more  pcrfeftly  by 
Aquila  and  Prifcilla,  he  knew  no  more  of  chrifti- 
anity  than  what  was  contained  in  the  fyltem  of 
^John  the  Baptilh     That  fo  able  a  man  could  fub- 
fiiic  to  profit  by  others,  was  a  proof  of  an  humble 
frame. 

It  appears,  that' St.  Paul,  fo  far  as  circum- 
stances admitted,  kept  up  a  con  ft  ant  correfpon- 
dcnce  with  the  chxirches.  The  care  of  ihem,  as 
be  fays,  came  upon  him  daily.  The  Corinthians 
Vrotc  to  him  to  afk  his  advice  on  fomc  cafes  of 
Eonfcience,  and  he  undcrftood,  that  a  variety  of 
^evils  and  abufes  had  crept  in  among  them.  On 
thefe  accounts  he  wrote  the  two  epiftlcs  to  the  Co* 
rinthians.  We  are  aftoniftied  to  find  in  rcvicw- 
iRg  them,  how  faulty  many  of  this  church  were, 

and 
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and  the  fcene,  which  they  exhibit,  more  rc- 
lemblcs  modern  than  primicive  limes  in  many  re- 
fpci^ta.  It  fails  noc  wtchin  the  dcihin  of  this  hif* 
tory  CO  enlarge*  Former  writers  have  with  more 
than  fufficient  accuracy  recorUet)  the  evils,  let  one 
at  kail  be  allowed  to  record  the  good  things  of 
the  church.  Their  exemption  from  perfccution 
under  Gailio,  and  their  Itatc  of  eafe  and  profpe- 
fiiy^  fo  uncommon  with  other  churches,  in  a 
great  mcaiurc  account  for  the  little  fpirituality  of 
this  people.  Perhaps  no  church  was  more  nu- 
merous^ and  none  lefs  holy  in  the  Apollolic  age. 
And  it  may  teach  us  not  to  repine  at  the  wantof 
ihc  miraculous  operations  of  the  Holy  Spirit^ 
when  we  confider  that  thefe  Corinthians  abounded 
in  ihem.  But  they  were  proud  of  gifts,  con- 
lentious^  fc If- conceited,  and  warm  partizans  for 
Paul,  Apoljos^  or  Peter,  and  by  the  indulgence  of 

-this  fpirjt,  Ibewed  how  little  they  had  learnt  of 
true  wildom,  which  gives  the  Apoftle  occaQon* 
to  recommend  the  wildom  that  is  from  above,  to 
poitit  out  the  nature  and  properties  of  fpi ritual 
underftanding,  and  to  pour  a  juft  contempt  oa 
that  which  is  merely  natural. 

With  the  pride  of  falfe  wifdom  they  joined  a 
very  blameable  neglcft  in  pra6tice-  One  of  their 
church  lived  in  incert,  nor  wati  the  offender  ex- 
communicated f.     He  rebukes  them  alfo  for  their 

ilictgiournels  and  lafcivioulnefs J.  In  anfwer  to 
their  queries,  he  recommends  celibacy  as  prefer- 
able to  matrimony,  where  a  man  can  praftife  it, 

I  and  that  I  think  from  general  rearonB§,  as  more 
favourable  to  hulmefs,  without  however  depreti- 

ptittng  m^tJ^imony,  or  giving  the  lead  countenance 

vto  the  flood  of  monattic  abufes,  which  afterwards 
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prevailed  In  chriftendom-  But  mankind  are  ever 
prone  to  extremes ;  and  the  extreme  oppofite  to 
iuperftition  fo  much  prevails  at  prefent,  that  I 
Jhould  not  wonder^  if  fome  fliould  ttartle  at  whac 
I  have  mentioned  as  the  fentiments  of  St.  Paul^ 
though  it  be  impofTible  for  any  unprejudiced  per- 
fon  to  underftand  him  ocherwife. 

So  little  were  the  Corinthians  expofed  to  pcrfe- 
cution,  that  they  were  invited  by  their  idolatrous 
neighbours  to  partake  of  their  idol  feafts,  and 
there  were  thofc  who  complied*.  There  were 
falfc:  apoftles  among  them,  who,  by  pretending  lo 
inftrtrft  them  gratis,  endeavoured  to  depretiate 
Paul  as  a  mercenary  perlonf.  Hence,  while  he 
rebukes  the  evils  of  this  people,  he  obferves  that 
he  laboured  among  them  freely,  which  the  falfc 
apoftles  pretended  to  do*  He  proceeds  to  cor- 
rect an  abufe  which  obtained  in  their  affemblies, 
in  the  article  of  decency  of  dreis,  and  another 
much  worfe,  the  profanation  of  the  Lord's  Sup- 
per J.  He  infifts  alfo  on  the  corrcdtion  of  their 
abufe  of  fpi ritual  gifts,  particularly  thofc  of  lan- 
guages §,  It  appears  that  gifts  were  more  prized 
by  them  in  fome  refpefts  than  grace  itfelf,  and 
that  love^  which  he  beautifully  deftribes,  was  at 
a  low  ebb  among  them.  He  occafionally  men- 
tions however  a  very  common  efFeft  attendant  on 
the  preaching  of  the  gofpel  even  at  Corinth,  If 
an  ignorant  idolater  came  into  their  aflemblies, 
he  was  lb  penetrated  with  the  difplay  of  the  truth 
as  it  is  in  JciuSj  tliat  he  could  not  but  difcovcr 
che  very  fccrets  of  his  foul ;  he  would  proftrate 
himfelf  in  the  worfhip  of  God,  and  report  that 

God 


*  1  Cot,  viii*    10*    t  ^   ^^^*  '^*  compared   with  a  Cor.   xl. 
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God  was  in  thern  of  a  truth*,  And^  if  where  the 
gpfpel  was  fa  little  honoured  by  the  lives  of  its 
profeflbrs  as  ac  Corinth,  fuch  power  attended  the 
difpenfacion  of  it,  how  much  more  of  the  fame 
Jcind  may  we  fuppofe  happened  at  Fhilippi  and  at 
Thcflalonica?  For  we  have  not  yet  mentioned  all 
the  evils  of  this  ourwarJly  flourifhing,  but  in- 
wardly diftempered  church*  There  were  fome 
who  even  denied  the  refurreftion  of  the  body, 
which  gives  occafion  to  the  Apoftlc  to  illuftratc 
that  important  •irticlef . 

Though  he  had  prom i fed  to  re-vifit  them  fooi*^ 
yet  in  the  next  epiftle  he  afligns  a  reafoa  why  he 
delayed  longer  than  he  had  intended:,;  Their 
chriftian  ftatc  was  very  imperfeft  %  he  wiftied  to 
be  enabled  by  their  reformation  to  conoe  among 
them  with  more  pleafure*  In  truth,  he  wrote  the 
firft  epiftle  in  much  anguifti  and  affliaion|,  Hi$ 
foul  was  deeply  afftftcd  for  this  people,  and  while 
their  great  progrefs  in  profefllon  feemed  (o  incon- 
fiftent  with  their  experience  and  their  practice,  he 

►fell  the  fincereft  grief.  He  was  relieved  at  length 
by  the  coming  ot  Titus  §.  From  his  account  it^ 
appeared,  that  the  admonitions  were  by  no  means  N 
fruiilefs.  The  cafe  of  the  inceftuous  perfon  Bt 
length  was  attended  to  by  them  as  it  ought  j  they 
proceeded  even  with  morefeverity  than  the  Apoftle 
defsred^  and  though  the  man  gave  the  ftrongcft 
proof  of  repent ance^  they  refufed  to  re- admit  him 
into  their  churchy  till  he  fignified  his  exprels  de- 

[pre  that  they  would« 

F^  It 

*  Thii  H  a  proof  of  the  Divine  f ni?uence  attendant  on  chriiiia* 
mij*  General  proofs  of  ics  auihentkiiy  may  be  drawn  ali^i  fram 
the  fabje^  of  miraculous  gjfu.  His  manner  of  defcribbg  ihefe 
things  proves  their  reality  and  iheir  frequency.  For  no  man  could 
havecoovmcsd  th^fe  Cormthians,  ih^t  they  were  m  polTeJltoia  of 
llicfc  giftSi  if  they  themfelves  bad  not  be^n  confcious  of  theoj* 

t  Cba|>,  XV.    i  %  Cor,  li.  4*    la  Cor.  rii. 
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It  appears,  that  many  at  Icaft  of  tKts  church 
ifcre  recovered  to  a  ftate  of  affedbion  and  praftice 
worthy  of  chriftianity.  He  commends  alfo  their 
liberality  toward  the  diftrefled  chriftians*.  But 
there  was  an  obftinate  party  dill  attached  to 
the  falfe  apoftles,  whofc  conduft  extorted  from 
him  a  commendation  of  himfelf,  his  endowments, 
and  his  office,  which  yet  he  manages  with  great 
delicacy,  while  he  mourns  the  fcandalous  evils 
ftill  exifting  among  themf . 

On  his  arrival  at  Corinth  after  thefe  epiftles, 
he  doubtlefs  executed  what  he  threatened,  fome 
wholefome  feveritics  on  offenders,  unlefs  their 
fpecdj  ^d  (incere  repentance  prevented.  He 
Jpent  three  months  J  in  his  fecond  vifit.  But  we 
have  no  more  particular  account  in  fcripture  of 
this  church. 


^t^^m 


SECTION    XIL 


ROME. 

T  may  fcem  to  have  been  purpofely  appointed 

by  infinite  wifdom,  that  our  firft  accounts  of 

the  Roman  church  Ihould  be  very  iinperfcft,  in 
order  to  confute  the  proud  prctcnfions  to  univer- 
fal  dominion,  which  its  bifhops  have  with  un- 
blu(hing  arrogance  fupported  for  fo  many  ages. 
If  a  line  or  two  in  the  gofptrls  concerning  the 
keys  of  St,  Peter  has  been  made  the  foundation 
of  fuch  lofty  pretentions  in  his  fuppofed  fucceflbrs 
tO'the  primacy,  how  would  they  have  gloried,  if 

his 
*  %  Cor.  ix.    t  Chap.  zi.  xii*   t  AAs  xx. 
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his  labours  at  Rome  had  been  fo  diftlnfHy  cele- 
brated, as  rhofe  of  Su  Paul  in  fevcral  churches  ? 
•AVhtc  bounds  would  have  been  fct  to  the  pride  of 
ecclcfiaftical  Rome,  could  (he  have  boafted  of 
hcrfelf  as  the  mother-church,  like  Jerufalem,  or 
even  exhibited  fuch  trophies  of  fcripcural  fame, 
as  Philippi,  Thefialonica,  Corinth,  or  Ephcfus  i 
The  filcnce  of  fcripture  is  the  more  remarkable, 
becaufc  the  church  itleif  was  in  an  early  period 
by  no  means  inlignificant,  cither  for  the  number 
or  the  piety  of  its  converts.  Their  faith  was 
Jpoken  of  through  the  whole  world*.  The 
Apoftlc  thus  commends  them,  nor  docs  he  in  his 
cpiftle  intimate  any  thing  peculiaHy  faulty  in  their 
principles  or  conduit.  The  epiflle  itfclf,  while 
the  world  endures,  will  be  the  food  of  chriftian 
minds,  and  the  richeft  fyftem  of  doftrlne  to  fcrip- 
tural  theologians.  By  the  diftind:  directions 
which  he  gives  for  the  maintenance  of  charity  be- 
tween Jews  and  Gentilesj  it  appears  that  there 
muft  have  been  a  confiderable  number  of  the 
former  among  them.  If  one  might  indulge  a 
conjefture,  I  fiiuuld  fuppofe  that  Aquila  ami 
Prifcilla,  who  had  laboured  with  St.  Paul  at  Co- 
rinth, both  in  a  fpi ritual  and  temporal  fenfe,  and 
had  been  expelled  from  Italy  by  the  emperor 
Claudius,  and  whom  he  here  faluccs  as  at  Rome, 
were  firft  concerned  in  the  plantation  of  this 
churchj  which  was  numerous,  before  any  Apoftlc 
had  been  there.  Andronicus  and  Junia  are  fa- 
luted  alio  in  the  epiftle,  men  of  character  among 
the  ApoftleSj  whofe  converfion  w^ere  of  an  earlier 
date  than  St.  Paul's,  who  were  alfo  his  kinfmen, 
and  had  fufFered  in  conjunftion  with  him  for  the 
faith.  He  falutes  alfo  a  number  of  others,  though 
they  might  not  all  be  refidents  of  Rome*     The 

work 
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work  of  Divine  Grace  in  diftinguifiiing  per  font 
of  various  families  and  connexions  is  ever  obferv*  ' 
able*     There  were  faints  at  Rome  of  the  two  fa- 
milies of  Ariftobulus  and  Narciffus,     The  for- 
mer was  of  the  royal   blood  of  the  Maccabeev 
and  had  been  carried  prifoner  to  Rome  by  Pom-* J 
pey*     He  himjelt  had  luftcred  a  variety  of  hard-  ' 
fhips  incident  to  a  Ijfc  of  turbulent  anibitton  likel 
I|iS|  yec  fomeof  his  family,  of  no  note  in  civil  h\M 
tOTfr  are  marked  as  the  uifctples  of  Chrift,  and] 
heirs  of  the  true  riches*     Narciffus  is  diftingoifti-*! 
cd  10  Roman  hiftory  as  the  ambitious  prime  mini-l 
fter  of  Claudius;  yzt  fome  of  his  hourtiold  were 
ia  the  Lord. 

Paul  had  long  wifhed  and  even  projcfted  a  vifit 
to  this  church.     He  did  not  expea  that  his  jour-, 
ney  thither  at  lall  was  to  be  at  L^far*s  txpence,** 
Confident  however   he   was,   that   when   he   did 
come  to  them,  it  Ihoyld  be  *'  in  the  fulnefs  of^ 
**  file  bkfling  of  the  gofpel  of  Chrilf     And  htf* 
intfie^ts  ibe.prayer^    of   the  Komans,    that   he 
may  be  delivered  from  the  infidtl  Jew5,  be  ac- 
cept abk  in  his  miniflry  to  his  believmg  country- 
men  at  Jerufakm,  whither  he  was  then  haltrningJ 
that  *'  he  might  come  to  ibem  with  joy  by  the  wilM 
*'  of  God/*  aod  be  with  them  refrcihed.     Thus 
did  chriftians  in  thofe  days  mtrrat  the  prayers  of 
their  brethren  through  the  world,  and  fympathize^ 
with  one  another.     And' the  prayers  were  anfwer- 
cd  ;  Paul  was  faved  from  Jewilh  malice,  was  ac- 
ceptabJe  to  the  Jewifti  converts,  "  who  had  com-iJ 
**  paOion  on   him  in  his   bonds,"  and  was  con- 
duced fafe  to  Rome.     At-Appii  Forum  and  the 
three  taverns  h^  was  met  by  the  Roman  chrif- 
tians^ and  thanked  God  and  took  courage*,   rc- 
ireflicd,  as  he  was  confident  he  Jhould  be,  when 

he 
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arrived  among  them.  Nuae  but  thofc  wha 
jw  what  is  meanc  by  the  comm union  of 
faints,  can  conceive  the  pleafurc  which  he  felt  on 
the  occafion.  After  a  charitable  but  frujtlefs  at- 
tempt to  do  good  to  the  principal  Jews  at  Rome, 
he  employed  the  two  years  of  his  imprironment 
in  receiving  all  who  came  to  him,  preaching  with 
all  confidence,  and  without  moleftation.  On  ac- 
rount  of  his  imprifonment  and  examination  at 
Rome,  the  nature  of  the  golpel  began  to  be  en» 
quired  into*  in  Nero*s  court,  and  the  cqnclufioa 
of  the  cpiftle  to  the  Phi>ippians  makes  it  evident^ 
that  fome  of  his  family  became  chrilliana  indeed. 
And  as  the  court  was  by  no  means  difpofed  to 
treat  him  with  rigour,  but  fdvoured  him  with  fome 
indulgences  ks  a  Roman  citizen,  hence  many 
preachers  in  Rome  and  the  neighbourhood  ejcerted 
thcmfclves  with  more  courage  than  tbrmerly  they 
dared  to  do*  Yet  fome  even  then  could  preach 
Chrill  with  malevolent  views  of  depretiating  the 
Apoftle,  others  did  it  with  finccre  charity.  But 
as  fome  real  benefit  accrued  to  the  fouls  of  men 
from  the  labours  of  the  former  as  well  as  of  the 
latter^  the  heart  of  Paul  (wonderful  heaven* 
taught  charity)  could  rejoice  in  both. 

Some  writers  fcem  to  have  gone  too  far,  in  de* 
nying  that  Peter  ever  was  at  Rome.  But  the 
caufe  of  protellantifm  needs  not  the  fupport  of  aft 
vinreafonable  fccpticifm.  Undoubtedly  the  ac» 
count  of  Peter's  martyrdom  there^  with  chat  of 
Paul,  refts  on  a  foundation  fuffictcnily  ftrong, 
the  concurrent  voice  of  antiquity.  His  firft 
epiftle,  by  theclofe  of  It,  feems  to  have  been  dated 
thence  j  ifor  the  church  at  Babylon,  acording  to 
thcllyle  of  chrifiians  at  that  time,  cbuld  be  no 

ether 
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otlier  than  Rome*    Of  the  literal  Babylon   we 
bear  nothing  in  thofe  times. 


SECTION  xin. 


COLOSSE. 

THIS  city  of  Phrygia  was  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Laddicea  and  Hierapolis,  and  all 
three  feem  to  have  been  converted  by  the  mini- 
ftry  of  Epaphras  the  Coloflian,  a  companion  and 
fellow-labourer  of  Paul,  who  attended  him  at 
Rome  during  his  imprifonment  there,  and  in- 
formed him  of  the  fincerity  and  fruitfulnefs  of 
their  chriftian  profeifion.  For  though  he  fpeaks 
to  the  Coloffians  only,  yet  the  religious  ftate  of 
the  two  neighbouring  cities  may  be  conceived  to 
be  much  the  fame.  The  example  of  Epaphras 
defervcs  to  be  pointed  out  to  the  imitation  of  all 
minifters.  He  always  laboured  fervently  for  them 
in  prayers,  "  that  they  might  (land  perfedt  and 
"  complete  in  all  the  will  of  God*."  And  this 
was  indeed  one  of  the  beft  methods  of  evincing 
the  fincerity  of  his  zeal,  which  Paul  owns  to  have 
been  great  for  thefe  churches. 

The  Apoftle  himfelf,  in  the  fulncfs  of  his  cha- 
rity, wifnes,  that  the  Coloffians  knew  how  ftrong 
the  conflict  of  his  foul  was  for  them,  that  they 
might  feel*  the  comfort,  underftand  the  myftery, 
and  enjoy  the  riches  of  the  gofpcl-f.  They  had 
never  iecn  his  face  in  the  flcfh  ;  but  he  felt  for 
;hem  as  chriftian  brethren,  and  honoured  them 
as    thofe    in    whom    the    word    brought    forth 

fruit, 
*  ColofT.  if.  x»»    t  Chap.  ii.  x,  i. 

/ 


(    9J    ) 

fruit,  and  who  had  a  lively  hope  in  Chrift  beyoiul 
the  grave.  But  there  muft  have  been  ibme  par- 
ticular dangers  incident  to  their  fituation,  to  give 
propriety  to  the  cautions  in  his  epiftle  againft 
philofophy  and  vain  deceit,  againft  Judaical  de- 
pendencies and  rices,  and  againft  an  illegitimate 
humility  and  felf- righteous  aufterities.  Such 
things,  heobferves,  carry  indeed  the  appearance 
of  wifdom  and  goodnefs*,  but  lead  only  to  pride 
and  an  extravagant  felf-eftimation.  And  the  ten- 
dency of  them  is,  to  draw  the  mind  from  that 
fimplicity  of  dependence  on  Chrift^  which  hfhe 
true  reft  of  the  foul,  and  the  right  frame  olP  a 
chriftian. 

In  truth,  the  Jew  by  his  ceremonies,  and  the 
Gentile  by  his  philofophy,  equally  laboured  to 
overturn  the  Gofpel  of  Chrift.  And  their  iclf- 
righteous  efforts  are  then  only  efie<5lually  oppofed, 
when  chriftians  know  their  **  completenefs  in 
*'  Chrift,  and  walk  in  him.'-  After  he  has  de-r 
livcred  a  number  of  beautiful  precepts,  clofely 
interwoven  with  chriftian  dodrine,  he  direds 
them  to  read  his  epiftlc  in  their  affembly,  and 
then  ftnd  it  to  be  read  by  the  Laodiceans,  re- 
ceiving themfelves  an  epiftle  from  them  to  be  read 
in  their  church,  which  moft  probably  was  the 
epiftle  to  the  Ephcfiabs  ;  none  of  thefe  places  be- 
ing at  a  great  diftancc  from  one  another  f.  And 
he  gives  a  plain  charge  to  Archippus  their  pre- 
fent  partor.  We  fee  hence  with  what  care  thefe 
precious  Apoftolical  remains  were  preferved 
among  primitive  chriftians;  and  we  may  conceive, 
in  the  infancy  of  fpiritual  confolation,  how  they 
fed  on  thofe  lively  oracles,  which  we  now  fo  in- 
dolently poflefs. 

I  fee 
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1 15c  nothing  more  to  be  learnt  from  the  fcrip- 
tures  concerning  the  ftate  of  this  church,  except 
the  inftruflive  anecdote  in  the  epiftle  to  Philemon. 
This  man  (a  Cololfian  chriftian)  had  a  flave,  one 
OnefimuSy  who  deferted  from  his  mailer,  proba- 
bly not  without  fome  depredations  of  his  pro- 
perty, and  wandered  to  Rome.  That,  like  all 
great  cities,  was  the  fink  which  received  the  con- 
fidence of  various  vices  and  crimes.  There  the 
wonderful  Grace  of  God  fcized  his  heart.  Pro- 
vidence brought  him  to  hear  Paul  preach,  which 
we  have  feen  he  did.  continually  for  two  years  in 
his  imprifonment.  Though  former  means  of  in- 
ftru£tion  under  his  chriftian  mafter  had  failed, 
now  at  length  his  eyes  were  opened,  s^nd  he  be- 
came a  chriftian  indeed.  Paul  would  have  found 
him  an  ufeful  aflfiftant  at  Rome,  but  thought  ic 
moft  proper  to  fend  him  back  to  his  mafter  at 
C0I0I&,  which  he  does  with  a  fhort  letter ;  a  mafterr 
piece  it  is  of  chriftian  politenefs.  In  his  Colof-^ 
fian  epiftle  he  mentions  him  alfo  as  a  faitjiful  and 
beloved  brother.  What  Divine  Grace  can  do  foe 
men,  even  for  flavcs  whom  proud  philofop^er^ 
dpfpifed,  appears  from  this  injiance. 


SEC- 
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SEC  T  if  O  If  XtV. 

THE    SEVEN    CHURCHES/OF   ASIA* 

THERE  are  fome  Countries  to  which  wc  un- 
dcriland  that  the  gofpel  Was  carried  during 
the  firft  out-pouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  which  are 
incidentally  mentioned  without  any  detailof  fafts. 

Extenfive  as  wc  have  fecn  frdni  St.  Luke's  nar- 
rative the  labours  of  the  Apoftle  were,  it  is  cvir 
dent  from  the  epiftles,  that  he  is  far  froni  relat- 
ing the  whole.  We  cannot  learn,  for  ipftance, 
from  the  Afts,  when  Paul  vifited  Crete.  Yet 
the  Ihort  epiftle  to  Titus,  whom  he  left  there 
iT^ith  epifcopal  authofity  to  ordain  miniiters  in 
every  city,  and  to  regulate  the  churches,  (hews 
that  that  ifland  of  an  hundred  cities  had  been  con- 
fiderabiy  evangelized,  and  many  among  a  people 
proverbially  deceitful,  ferocious,  and  intemperate, 
had  received  the  wholefome  yoke  of  Chrift. 

And  though  I  cannot  but  think,  that  the 
ftfangers  fcattered  throughout  Pontus,  Galatia, 
Cappadocia,  Afia,  and  Bithynia,  to  whom  St. 
Peter  addreflcs  his  two  epiftles,  muft  mean  the 
Jews  of  thofe  countries,  yet  their  cpnverfion 
-would  doubtlefs  be  attended  with  that  of  many 
Gentiles.  Of  three  of  thefe  we  know  nothing 
particularly  ;  the  work  of  God  in  Galatia  has 
been  reviewed,  and  Afia  propria  alone  remains 
now  to  be  confidered,  fo  far  as  I  can  difcover,  of 
all  the  evangelized  regions  mentioned  in  fcripture- 
hiftory. 

It  was  on  his  firfl:  departure  from  Corinth,  that 
Paul  firft  vifited  Ephelusf,  the  firft  named  of  the 
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feren  churches  of  Afia,  to  whom  St.  John  dedi- 
cates the  book  of  the  Revelation.  His  firft  ftay 
was  (liort,  bat  the  impreflion  made  on  his  hearers 
muft  have  been  remarkably  great,  as  they  prefled 
his  lon^r  continuance  among  them.  He  left 
however  Aquila  and  Prifcilla  with  them,  whofe 
labours  were  afterwards  afliftcd  by  Apollos. 

Paul  himfelf  returning  to  Ephefus,  baptized  in 
the  name  of  Jefus  about  twelve  difciples^  who 
had  hitherto  received  only  John's  baptifm*. 
From  this  circumftancc  we  learn,  that  from  the 
fiffl;  pleaching  of  the  Baptiil  nothing  had  been 
done  in  vain.  The  impcrfedk  elements  of  that 
harbinger  of  Chrift  had  paved  the  way  for  clearer 
difcovcrlesi  and  a  variety  of  preparatory  works 
had  tended  to  ripen  the  church  of  God  into  the 
fulnefs  of  light  and  holinefs« 

Paul  preached  three  months  in  the  Jewifli  fyna- 
gogue  at  Ephefus,  till  the  ufual  perverfenefs  of 
tjhc  Jews  induced  him  to  defift,  and  to  form  the 
converts  into  a  diftinft  church.  One  Tyrannus 
lent  his  fchool  for  two  years,  in  which  he  daily 
miniftcred.  Aiid  the  whole  region  of  Afia  pro- 
pria had  at  different  times  an  opportunity  of  hear- 
ing the  gofpcl. 

In  no  place  docs  the  word  of  God  feem  fo 
much  to  have  triumphed  as  at  Ephcfus.  No  Icfs 
numerous  than  thole  of  Corinth,  the  believers 
were  much  more  fpiritual.  The  work  of  con- 
vcrfion  was  deep,  vigorous,  and  foul-transformtng 
to  a  great  degree.  Many,  ftruck  with  the  horror 
of  former  crimes,  made  an  open  confcfiion ;  ancl 
many,  who  had  dealt  in  the  abominations  of  for- 
cerv,  now  fhewed  their  fincere  detcftation  of  them 
by  burning  their  books  before  all  men,  the  price 
of  which  amounted  to  a  large  fum,     "  So  mighti- 
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*'  ly  grew  the  word  of  God,  and  prevailed,'* 
Thus  triumphs  the  facrcd  hiftorian.  Satan  muft 
have  trembled  for  his  kingdom  ;  the  emptinefs  of 
all  the  fyftems  of  philofophy  appeared  no  lefs 
palpable,  than  the  flagitioufnefs  of  vice,  and  the 
enormities  of  idolatry.  The  fpiritual  power  of 
Jefus  was  never  feen  in  a  ftronger  light,  fince  the 
day  of  Pentecoft,  and  the  venal  priefthood  of 
Diana,  the  celebrated  goddefs  of  Ephefus,  appre- 
hended the  total  ruin  of  their  hierarchy. 

No  place  on  earth  was  more  devoted  to  ido- 
latry. A  number  of  ingenious  artifts  were  en* 
riched  by  making  filver  (hrines  for  Diana.  They 
felt  a  fenfible  diminution  of  their  commerce,  and 
found  themfelves  bound  by  intereft  to  fopport  the 
credit  of  the  goddefs^  Much  people  through  al- 
mod  all  Afia  had  been  induced  to  believe,  that 
manufa£tured  gods  wefe  mere  nothings ;  and  it 
feeificd  high  time  to  msfke  fome  ftrong  efforts  in 
favour  of  the  declining  fuperftition.  They  foon 
prevailed  fo  far  as  to  fill  tiie  city  with  tumult^ 
and  hurried  two  of  Paul's  companions  with  them 
into  the  theatre,  where  the  whole  mob  aflembled. 
The  daring  fpirit  of  Paul  would  have  led  him 
into  the  fame  place.  His  chridian  friends  inter- 
pofed,  and  even  fome  of  the  Aliarchs,  perfons 
wlio  prefided  over  the  games,  who  had  a  perfonal 
efteem  for  the  man,  kindly  diffuaded  him.  His 
deiire  fcems  not  void  of  raflinefs,  but  it  was  the 
raihnefs  of  an  hero,  vexed  to  the  foul  to  think 
that  Gaius  and  Ariftarchus^  his  two  friends,  were 
likely  to  fuffer  in  his  abfence.  Now  I  apprehend 
was  that  fealbn  of  extreme  diftrefs,  which  he  felt 
in  Afia,  which  he  defcribes  fo  pathetically*. 
Human  refourccs  failed,  and  God  alone  he  learnt 
could  fupport  him.     The  prudent  and  eloquent 
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B^irahgut  of  a  magiftrate  called  the  town-clerk, 
was  the  providential  inltrument  of  his  deliverance. 
He  calmed  the  fpirits  of  the  Ephefians,  and 
filenced  the  uproar ;  after  which  Paul  afFeftion- 
atcly  embraced  the  difciplcs,  and  left  Ephefus. 
Three  years  he  had  laboured  with  greit  fuccefs, 
and  left  paftors  to  fuperintend  that  and  the  neigh- 
bouring churches.  But  he  forefaw  with  grief, 
ts  he  dfterwards  told  thefe  paftors  in  a  very  pa- 
thetic addrefs,  when  he  had  fent  for  them  to  Mi- 
fcttts*^  that  their  prefent  purity  would  not  con- 
tinue unftained.  Wolves  would  enter  among 
them  to  devour  the  flock,  and  among  themlelves 
heretical  perverfenefs  would  find  countenance^ 
and  produce  pernicious  feparations.  He  did  all 
however  which  man  can  do,  warned  them  of  the 
danger,  and  exhorted  them  to  the  perfevering 
<liicharge  of  their  duty. 

The  parting  between  the  Apoftle  and  thefe  mi- 
nifters  was  of  the  moft  moving  kind ;  but  the 
elegant  and  afie&ing  narrative  of  St.  Luke  is  be- 
fore the  reader.  The  corruption  of  this  excel- 
lent church  feems  not  however  to  have  taken 
place^  when  he  wrote  to  them  his  epiftle^  It  is 
full  of  inftruftion,  and,  next  to  that  to  the  Ro- 
mans, may  be  looked  on  as  a  moft  admirable 
fyitem  of  divinity.  It  has  this  remarkable  re- 
commendation, that,  it  will  ferve  for  any  church 
and  for  any  age.  Not  a  veftige  appears  in  it  of 
any  thing  miraculous,  or  cxclufivcly  primitive. 
The  controverfies  of  the  chriftian  worl:^  concern- 
ing doctrine  would  foon  be  decided,  it  men  would 
iubmit  to  be  taught  by  the  fimple,  literai,  and 
grammatical  ineaning  ot  this  (hort  treatile.  Every 
thing  of  doftrine  and  of  duty  is  in  it,  and  what  the 
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gofpel  really  is,  may  thence  be  coUedled  with  the. 
greateft  certainty. 

It  appears  that  Timothy  was  the  chief  paftoif. 
at  Ephefus  in  his  abfence*.  The  Apoftle's'firjjt, 
epiftle  CO  him  throws  fome  light  oil  the  date  q£. 
this  church  during  his  adminiilraiion. .  There 
were  fome  of  a  Judaical  and  legal  turx)  of  mln^^. 
who  endeavoured  by  ,  contentious  qi^cfttpns,  t^^^ 
pervert  the  fimplicity  of  Evangelical. faith,,  hojpc,^ 
and  love.  There  were  others  in  the  oppolite  ex-. 
treme;  two  perfons.  are  particularly  charaflerizec^ . 
Hymenasus  and  Alexander,  who  abyfed  the  prp-, 
fcffion  of  the  faith  tp  fuch  open  licentioufncfs,  as 
to  render  their  ejeflion  from  the  church  a  nc- 
ccflary  meafure.  So  early  were  the  churches  pf. 
Chriil  infedcd  with  the  fame  evils,  which  at  (hU 
day  fail. not  to  attend  the  propagation  of  Diyii^'j 
Truth.  From  the  direftions  wnich  lie  gi\Bes  t^' 
Timothy  ^  concerning  the  regulation  of  public 
worlhip,  and  the  charaftcr  and  cdndu^  of  cnurch- 
ofiicers,  it  appears  that  ecclefiaftical  polity  had 
taken  a  firm  root  in  this  church.  But  modern' 
partizans  and  bigots  will  look  in  vain  to  find 
their  own  exad  model  in  things  which  the  Wor^ 
of  God  hath  left  indifferent,  or  at  leaft  to  be  dd-| 
cided  only  by  various  circumftances  of  pruden- 
tial expediency.  All  churches  will  find  them- 
fclvcs  much  better  employed,  in  attending  to  the 
praftical  rules,  which  are  compatible  with  very 
different  forms  of  Government.  I  IhouM  fufpedt, 
that  the  fuperftitious  and  felf-righteous  fpirit, 
which  under  a  thoufand  aufterities  afterwards 
fupportcd  itfelf  in  the  eaflern  churches,  and 
proved  one  of  the  moft  powerful  engines  of  po- 
pery, had  even  then  begun  to  Ihew  itfelf  in 
Ephefus,  and  gave  occafion  to  the  Apoftolical 
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captions  againft  them,  as  well  as  to  the  propheti- 
cal declaration  of  the  vaft  incVeafe  of  thofe  evils 
in  after-times*.  It  was  the  charitable  praftice  of 
this  church  to  maintain  chriftian  widows  at  the 
public  expence.  But  I  fear  the  praftice  had  been 
abufcd.  Young  widows,  who  had  lived  a  life  of 
cafe,  had  thrown  themfelvcs  as  a  burden  on  the 
church  •,  aad  however  high  they  might  appear  in 
chriftian  profefflon,  fome  of  them  exchanged  the 
Love  of  Chrift  for  the  love  of  the  world,  and  the 
indulgence  of  fcnfuality-f.  As  an  idle  life  is  a 
great  fourcc  of  thefe  evils,  the  Apoftle  recom- 
mdnds  that  they  (hould  rather  be  encouraged  ta 
enter  again  into  the  matrimonial  ftate,  which 
would  find  them  ufeful  employment,  than  be 
maintained  by  the  church  in  a  ftate  of  indolence. 
The  widows  who  ftiould  be  maintained  by  the  pub- 
lic ftpck,  he  recommends  to  be  thofe  who  were  far 
advanced  in  life,  of  eminent  laborious  piety,  ancj. 
diftinguilhcd  for  their  works  of  charity.  / 

On  the  whole,  we  may  fee  in.  this  excellent 
church  fome  appearances  of  the  very  worft  of 
evils,  which  as  yet  made  feeble  efforts,  were  kept 
dowi^  by  the  fuperior  light  and  grace  that  pre- 
vailed, and  which  fcemed  in  indignant  filence  ta 
be  expefting  future  opportunities  of  diffufing 
thcmfclves. 

We  know  nothing  more  of  this  church  during 
^he  remainder  of  St.  Paul's  life,  nor  after  his 
death,  till  toward  the  clofe  of  the  firft  century.  Ste 
John,  the  only  furvivor  of  the  Apoftles,  long  con- 
tinued his  fatherly  care  of  the  churches  of  Alia 
propria.  During  his  exile  at  Patmos  he  was  favour- 
ed with  a  magnificent  vifion  of  the  Lord  JefusJ^ 
from  whom  he  received  feveral  diftinfik  charges 
^{}r^0e4  to  the  feven  churches  of  Afia,  defcrip- 
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tive  of  their  fpiritual  ftate  at  that  time,  and  glv" 
ing  fuitablc  direftions  to  each  of  them.  The 
paLtors  of  the  churches  are  called  angels,  and 
what  has  been  obfervable  in  all  ages  was  then  the 
cafe,  the  charafter  of  the  paftors  and  the  people 
Was  much  the  fame.  We  have  here  then  fome 
account  of  the  ftace  of  thefe  churches  at  the  clofe 
of  the  firft  century,  from  the  highcft  authority. 
It  is  ihort,  but  important.  Let  us  endeavour  to 
Comprize  it  into  as  clear  a  view  as  poflible. 

The  Fphefians  were  ftill  alive  in  the  faith*. 
Attempts  had  been  made  to  pervert  them,  but  in 
vain.  However  fubtil  the  poifon  of  herefy  be^ 
here  it  could  find  no  admiffion.  No  more  could 
the  abominations  of  the  Nicolaitans,  who  appear 
to  have  been  a  left  of  extreme  moral  corruption. 
They  patiently  bore  the  crofs  ever  attendant  on , 
the  real  faith  of  Jefus,  but  could  not  bear  any 
attempts  made  to  adulterate  it.  The  talle  and 
fpirit  of  the  gofpel  continued  with  them ;  they 
laboured  in  good  works  without  fainting  or  wea« 
rinefs  ;  and  their  fpiritual  difcernmcnt  was  not  to 
be  impofed  on  by  any  pretences.  Yet  they  had 
declined  from  the  intenfcnefs  of  that  love,  which 
they  had  at  firft  exhibited.  Their  hearts  panted 
not  after  Chrift  with  that  fteady  ardour  which 
formerly  had  animated  this  people-,  and  with  all 
the  marks  of  health  remaining,  their  vigour  had 
much  abated. 

How  exaftly  does  this  account  agree  with  the 
common  cafe  of  the  beft  chriftian  churches.  Be- 
caufe  it  is  a  common  cafe,  and  far  from  being  the 
word  cafe,  chrillians  art  apt  to  be  content  with 
fuch  a  decline,  and  to  impute  it  to  necefiity,  to  the 
lofs  of  fudden  fervours  of  no  great  value,  and  to 
plume  themfelves  on  the  folidity  of  an  improved 
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judgment.     But  true  zeal  and  true  charity  ftiould 
be  Ihewn  habitually,  and  not  only  now  and  then 
on  account  of  occafional   inroads  made   by  the 
enemy ,.  and  ought  to  grow  as  the   underftand- 
ing  is  improved.     The  fpirit  of  prayer,  of  love 
to  Chritt,  of  aftive  fcrvices  for  his  name,   was 
now  abated  at  Ephefus,  and  a  cool  prudence  was 
too    much    magnified  at    the    expence  of   cha- 
rity.    The  falvation  of  real  chriftians  there  was 
fate  •,    but  real  chriftians    Ihould    have    more   in 
view,  the  propagation  of  godlinefs  to  pofterity. 
Thefe  cautious  chriftians  did  not   confider  that 
their  decline  paved  the  way  for  farther  and  more 
melancholy  declenfions  in  the  divine  life ;   that 
the  influence  of  their  example  was  likely  to  be 
mifchievous  to  thofe  who  followed,    that   their 
juniors  would  much  more  readily   imitate  their 
defefts  than  their  virtues;  in  fine,  that  a  founda- 
tion was  already  laid  for  the  unchurching  of  this 
people,  and  for  the  defolation  in  which  this  very 
region  now  remains  under  Mahometan  wickednefs 
and  ignorance. 

The  church  of  Smyrna  is  next  addrefled.  It 
was  at  once  in  a  ftate  of  great  purity  of  do6lrine, 
and  holinefs  of  heart  and  life.  The  Divine  Sa- 
viour commends  them  in  general.  That  toward 
the  end  of  the  firft  century  they  fhould  have  pre- 
ferved  the  divine  life  in  fuch  vigour,  a  period  of 
about  forty  years  moft  probably,  is  fomewhat  ex- 
traordinary, if  there  had  been  no  intermiffionsi. 
and  except  in  the  cafe  of  Philadelphia,  not  eafily 
paralleled  in  hiftory.  So  naturally  does  depra- 
vity prevail,  in  a  courfe  of  time,  over  the 
beft-conflituted  churches.  But  their  tribula- 
tion and  poverty  are  particularly  marked.  They 
were  rich  in  grace,  poor  in  circumftances.     If 
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poor  churches  were  fully  fenfible  of  the  mifcbiefs 
which  ufually  arife  from  the  acceflion  of  the  opu- 
fcnt,  they  would  not  plume  themfclves  fo  much 
on  that  account  as  they  often  do.  The  Smyrncan 
chriftians  were  chiefly  of  the  poorer  fort  of  inha- 
bitants i  yet  were  they  infefted  with  pretenders; 
of  the  fame  fpirit  as  thofe  who  attempted  to  adul- 
terate the  gofpel  at  Ephcfus.  It  may  be  fuffi* 
cient  to  fay,  that  they  made  large  pretenlions  to 
pure  religion,  that  their  corruptions  were  Judai- 
cal,  and  that  they  were  under  the  influence  of 
Satan.  A  fevcre  pcrfecution  this  church  is  taught 
to  expedt,  which  was  to  laft  fome  time,  and  they 
are  exhorted  to  perfevere  in  faith. 

The  church  of  Pergamus  was  alfo  approved  of 
in  general.  They  lived  in  the  midft  of  a  very 
impious  people,  who  in  effcdt  worfhipped  Satan 
Tiimfclf,  and  did  all  that  in  them  lay  to  fupport, 
his  kingdom.  Yet  was  the  zeal  of  this  church 
firm  and  Iteady.  Nor  was  its  objeft  a  few  trifling 
punftilios,  or  fome  little  niceties  of  doubtful  dil- 
putation,  but  the  precious  name  of  Chrift  him- 
fclf,  and  the  faith  of  his  gofpel.  Hence  they 
were  cxpofed  not  only  to  contempt,  but  to  dan- 
ger of  life  itfelf,  and  to  cruel  fufferings.  Our  Lord 
mentions  one  with  particular  complacency,  "  my 
**  faithful  martyr  Antipas^'*  We  know  no  more 
of  him  than  what  is  here  recorded,  that  "  he  was 
"  flain  among  them,  where  Satan  dwelt."  But 
what  an  honour  to  be  thus  diftinguilhed  !  Vo- 
lumes of  panegyric  have  been  compofed  for  mere 
ftatefmen,  heroes,  and  fcholars.  How  frigid 
do  they  all  appear  taken  together,  compared 
with  this  fimple  teftimony  of  Jefus  !  But  this 
church  pafles  not  without  fome  blame.  There 
were  fome  among  them  who,  afting  like  Balaam 
of  old,  were  employed  by  Satan  to  entice  fome  of 
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this  church  to  cat  things  facriBced  to  idols^  and 
to  commit  fornication  •,  two  evils  often  clofely 
connedled.  Some  went  even  into,  the  abominations 
of  the  Nicolaitans.  Thefe  are  exhorted  to  repent, 
from  the  feaf  of  Divine  Vengeance.  On  the 
•whole,  with  a  few  exceptions,  and  thofc  of  no 
common  degree  of  malignity,  the  church  of  Per- 
gamus  was  pure  and  lively,  and  upheld  the 
ftandard  of  truth,  though  encircled  with  the 
flames  of  martyrdom. 

The  church   of   Thyatira   was    in  a  thriving 
ftatc.     Charity,    a£tivc  lerviccs,    patient   depcn- 
dance  on  God,  and  a  fteady  reliance  on  the  Di- 
vine Promifes,  marked  their  works  -,  and  what  is 
peculiarly  laudable,  the  iaft  was  more  than  the 
firft.  A  founder  proof  of  genuine  religion  thanfuch 
a  gradual  improvement  can  fcarce  be  conceived.^ 
Yet  it  is  imputed  as  a  fault  to  this  church,  thaf 
they  fufFered  an  artful  woman  to  feduce  fome  into 
the  fame  evils,    which   had  infefted   Pergamus. 
Her  real  name  we  know    not ;    her   allegorical 
name  is  Jezebel  -,  Ihe  refemblcd  the  wife  of  Ahab, 
who  kept  four  hundred   prophets  at  her  table, 
and  exerted  all  her  influence  to  promote  idolatry. 
The  people  of  God  (hould  have  countera6ted  her, 
but  they  did  not,  an   advantage  this  which  de- 
ceitful guides  have  often  gained  through  the  neg- 
ligence  of  the  fincere.     The  very  fcx  of  the  pre- 
tended prophetefs  was   a  fufficient  reafon,    why 
Ihc   fhould    have   been   prevented.     **  Let  your 
"  women   keep  filencc  in  the  churches*,'*  is  an 
exprcfs  prohibition  of  females  from  the  office  of 
teaching,  h6wcver  ufeful  in  other  rcfpedls  pious 
women  may  be  in  the  church.     Our  Lord  in- 
forms them,  that  he  gave  her  fjpace  to  repent, 
but  to  no  purpofcy  and  therefore  now  denounces 
fevere  threatenings  againft  her  and  her  afloisiat^s, 
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at  the  faiii<i  iitnc  vindicating  his  claim  to  divift'e 
worfliip  by  the  incommunicable  title  of  him  who 
fearches  the  hearts,  and  declaring  that  he  would 
Biakfe  himfelf  known  to  be  fuch  in  all  the 
churches.  To  thofe  who  had  kept  themfelves 
tmfpotted  from  thefc  evil$,  he  declares  he  would 
put  no  othef-  burden  on  theni ;  bnly  he  exhorts 
them  to  hold  fall  what  they  already  had  to  the 
day  of  judgment.  The  unfound  chriftians  in  this 
place  pretended  to  great  depths  of  knowledge, 
whrch  were  in  reality  depths  of  Satan.  Such 
often  impofe  on  others,  and  are  impofed  on  them- 
felves by  pretences  to  profound  knowledge  and 
fuperior  degrees  of  fandtity. 

The  church  of  Sardis  prefents  us  with  ah  uii- 
pleafing  fpeftacle.  Their  great  inferiority  to 
Thyatira  evinces,  how  poflible  it  is  for  two  fo- 
cieties  of  chriftians  holding  the  fame  doftrineS, 
to  be  in  a  very  differertt  ftate.  He  who  "  walks 
^*  in  the  midft  of  the  churches,"  extols  the  grow- 
ing faith  and  charity  of  the  firft,  and  condemns 
the  drooping  condition  of  the  fecond.  They  had 
neglefted  that  courfe  of  prayer  and  watchfulnefs, 
which  is  neceflary  to  preferve  the  Divine  Life  in 
vigour.  Their  works  were  now  faintly  diftinguifh* 
able  from  thofe  of  perfons  altogether  dead  in  fin. 
Some*  good  things  remained  in  them,  which  yet 
were  ready  to  die  -,  but  their  lives  brought  no 
glory  to  God,  nor  benefit  to  the  caufe  of  Chrifl, 
and  could  fcarce  prevent  its  being  fcandalized  in 
the  world.  A  few  names  indeed  there  were  in 
Sardis,  whom  Jefus  looked  on  with  complacency; 
they  had  not  defiled  theit'  garments.  But  moft 
of  the  chriftians  there  had  contra£ted  deep  ftains, 
probably  by  freely  mixing  with  the  world,  and 
(tonfortning  to  its  cuftoms.     And  we'  fee  here  an 

awful 
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awful  fa6t  authenticated  in  the  highefl:  pofTible 
manner,  that  among  a  focicty  of  perfons  all  pro- 
feffing  the  gofpcl,  the  greater  part  may  be  very 
dead  in  their  fouls.  It  ftiould  ever  be  remember- 
ed, that  human  nature  is  averfe  to  real  faith,  hea- 
venly hope,  and  genuine  charity.  An  omnipo- 
tent energy  ^lone  can  produce  true  holinefs. 
This  had  been  the  cafe  at  Sardis,  when  the 
church  partook  of  the  firft  Out-pouring  of  the 
Spirit.  Quite  contrary  to  the  ufual  courfc  of 
natural  things,  which  are  brought  to  perfeftion 
by  flow  and  gradual  improvements,  in  Chrift*s 
religion  godlinefs  ftarts  up  in  theinfancy  of  things 
in  its  befl  form.  Seldom  are  the  laft  works  more 
.  than  the  firft,  as  was  the  cafe  at  Thyatira.  He- 
refies,  refinements,  human  cautions,  commonly 
adulterate  the  work  of  God.  An  abufe  of  fome 
frantic  enthufiaft  appears  -,  the  correftion  of  it  by 
fome  prcfumptuous  rationalift  introduces  another 
more  fpecious,  but  more  durable  one.  The  love 
of  the  world  increafes  with  the  abatement  of  per- 
fecutipn.  The  natural  propenfity  of  man  to  fin 
exerts  itfelf  more  and  mOre;  lively  chriftians  are 
removed  by  death  j  their  juniors  inferior  in  all 
folTd  godlinefs,  fuperior  only  in  felf-eftimation, 
reduce  the  fl:andard  of  chriftian  grace  lower  and 
lower ;  apologies  are  invented  for  fin  ;  what  was 
once  experimentally  known,  becomes  matter  of 
barren  fpeculation  i  the  very  fcriptural  tern;}s  of 
vital  religion  are  defpifed  or  fparingly  ufed  ; 
fainter  and  more  polite  modes  of  fpeech,  better 
adapted  to  claflical  neatnefs,  but  proper  to  hide 
the  ambiguities  of  fcepticifm,  are  introduced ; 
the  pride  of  rcafoning  grows  ftrong ;  and  men 
chufe  rather  to  run  the  rifque  of  hell  itfelf,  than 
to  be  thoroughly  humbled.  The  ftrong  hand  of 
God  alone^  in  overbearing  convidions  and  ter- 
rors, 
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rofs,  and  in  the  fwceteft,  but  moft  powerful  atT 
traftions  of  grace,  can  conquer  this  contemptuous 
fpirit.  No  wonder  then,  that  thofe  who  never 
felt,  or  who  have  quenched  in  a  great  meafure 
thefe  terrors  and  thefe  attraf^ions,  relapfe  into  an 
impatient  faftidioqfnefs.  And  then  the  influence 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  itfelf  is  reafoned  againft  with 
petty  cavils,  and  afperfed  by  illiberal  fufpicion^. 
Thofe  who  undertake  to  teach  in  thefe  circum- 
ftances,  in  attempting  to  difcrlminate  the  Spirit 
of  God  from  delufions,  will  be  unfeeling,  rough, 
unfkilful.  To  them  weeds  and  flowers  in  the 
garden  of  Paradife  will  be  the  fame  thing.  A 
malignant  indinct  of  profane  propenfity  tempts 
them  to  pull  up  all  together,  tiii  they  leave  only 
common  fenfe,  and  the  love  of  the  world.  And 
|iow  by  frequent  difufe,  prayer  and  religious  ex- 
ercifes  grow  difagreeable.  Senfual  and  worldly 
objeds  tempt  the  carnal  mind  with  fucccfs. 
Speculations  in  trade  eat  out  the  fpirit  of  godly 
meditation  !  the  feafons  of  religious  duty  arc 
joftled  out  for  the  throng  of  bufinefs,  and  excufes 
of  neceflity  are  eafily  admitted.  Men  find  a  plea- 
fure  in  being  no  longer  reputed  fanatics,  and 
profeflbrs  will  now  a(k  leave  of  the  world,  how 
far  it  will  permit  them  to  proceed  in  religion  with- 
out offence. 

I  dare  not  fay,  that  all  this  exadtly  took  place 
at  Sardis  j  but  much  of  it  did,  no  doubt;  and  9n 
occafion  of  this  firft  inftance  of  a  general  declen- 
fion,  it  feemed  not  amifs  to  point  out  its  common 
progrefs  and  fymptoms. 

Philadelphia  is  highly  extolled.  They  were 
an  humble,  charitable,  fervent  people,  deeply 
fenfible  of  their  own  weaknefs,  fearful  of  bemg 
feduced  by  Satan  and  their  own  hearts,  lie 
affures   them,   that  they   had  a  little  llrength, 

which 
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t^hi^h  hid  tit  once  been  proved  and  exerted  in 
holding  fad  the  fimplicity  of  the  gofpel,  and  in 
detcfting  and  refitting  all  adulterations  of  it. 
They  are  affured,  that  the  Judaical'  heretics 
jBiOuld  be  brought  at  length  to'fubmit  to  become 
their  difciples  in  religion.  And  a  promife  of 
ftrong  fupport  is  held  out  to  them,  becaufe  they 
bad  maintained  a  true  patience  in  fuffering.  To 
them,  as  to  all  the  reft  of  the  chqrches,  the  re- 
wards beyond  the  grave  are  propofed  as  the  grand 
motives  of  perfeverance. 

Laodicea  too  much  refembled  Sardi's.  They 
v^ere  in  a  lukewarm  ftate,  a  religious  mediocrity 
ittoft  odious  to  Chritt,  becaufe  his  religion  calls 
fbr  the  whole  vehemence  of  the  foul,  and  bids  us 
to  be  cool  only  in  worldly  things.  The  founda- 
tion of  this  lukewarmnefs  was  kid  in  prid6. 
They  had  loft  the  conviftion  of  their  internal 
blindnefs,  mifery,  and  depravity.  When  men 
go  on  for  years  in  a  placid  unfeeling  uniformity, 
this  is  always  the  cafe.  They  were  fatisfied 
with  themfelvcs,  and  felt  no  need  of  higher  at- 
tainments. The  counfei  which  he  gives  them  to 
buy  of  him  gold,  white  raiment,  and  eye-falve, 
is  precious ;  and  his  call  to  their  fouls  demon- 
ftrates  that  they  had  learnt  to  maintain  in  eafy 
indolence  an  orthodoxy  of  fentiments,  without 
any  vivid  attention  to  the  Spirit  of  God  •,  and  his 
influence  was  only  not  defpifed  in  Laodicea. 

Such  were  the  fituations  of  the  feven  churches  • 
of  Afia.  The  criticifm  is  indeed  ineftimabltf,^ 
candid,  impartial,  and  penetrating.  He  who  hds 
indulged  us  with  it,  meant  it  for  the  ufe  of  all 
fucceeding  churches,  and  "  he  that  hath  ^ 
^*  ear,  let  him  hear  what  the  Spirit  faith  to  the 
♦*  churches.** 
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THE    REMAINDER.    OF    THE    FIRST   CEMTURY. 

IT  is  the  obfervation  of  one  of  the  antients,  thaf} 
St.  Luke,  in  the  clofe  of  his  Apoftolical  hif- 
torjy  leaves  the  reader  thirfting  for  more.  I  feel 
the  force  and  juftnefs  of  the  thought  at  this  mo- 
ment. I  have  hitherto  failed  by  the  compafs  of 
fcripture,  and  now  find  myfelf  at  once  entering 
into  an  iihaienfe  ocean  withqut  a  guide,  and  have 
undertaken  to  conduft  the  reader  through  a  long 
courfe,  with  fcarce  a  beacon  here  and  there  fet  up 
to  direft  me.  But  I  muft  make  the  beft  ufe  1  can 
of  the  very  fcanty  materials  before  me. 

It  feems  plain,  that  the  Apoftles  in  general  did 
not  leave  Judtra,  till  after  the  firft  council  held  at 
Jerufaiem.  They  feeni  never  to  have  been  in 
hafte  to  quit  the  land  of  their  nativity.  Pro- 
bably the  threatening  appearances  of  its  defolation 
by  the  Romans,  haftened  their  departure  into 
diftant  regions.  And  before  the  cJofc  of  this 
century  it  appears,  that  the  power  of  the  gofpel 
was  felt  throughout  the  Roman  empire.  I  (hall 
divide  this  chapter  into  four  parts,  and  review, 
firft.  The  progrefs  and  perfecution  of  the  church. 
Secondly,  The  lives,  characters,  and  death'i  of  the 
Apoftles  and  moft  celebrated Evangelifts.  Thirdly, 

Jhe 
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The  herefies  of  this  period.  And,  laftly.  The 
general  charadter  of  chriftianity  in  this  firft  age. 

It  was  about  the  year  of  our  Lord  64,  that 
the  city  of  Rome  fuftained  a  general  conflagra- 
tion. The  emperor  Nero,  loft  as  he  was  to  all 
fenfe  of  reputation,  and  hackneyed  in  flagitiouf- 
nefs,  was  yet  ftudious  to  avert  the  infamy  of  be- 
ing reckoned  the  author  of  this  calamity,  which 
was  generally  imputed  to  him.  But  no  fteps  that 
he  could  take  were  fufficient  to  clear  him.  There 
was  however  a  particular  fet  of  people,  fo  Angularly 
diftindt  from  the  reft  of  mankind,  and  fo  much 
hated  on  account  of  the  condemnation  which 
their  doftrine  and  purity  of  life  affixed  to  all  ex- 
cept themfelves,  that  they  might  be  calumniated 
with  impunity.  Thefe  were  then  known  at  Rome 
by  the  name  of  chriftians.  Unlcfs  we  tranfplant 
ourfelyes  into  thofe  times,  we  can  fcarce  conceive 
how  odious  and  contemptible  the  appellation  then 
was.  The  judicious  Tacitus  calls  their  religion 
a  deteftable  fuperftition*,  which  at  firft  was  fup- 
prefled,  and  afterwards  broke  out  afrefti,  and 
fpread  not  only  through  Judea  the  origin  -of 
tf'e  evil,  but  through  the  metropolis  alfo,  the 
common  fewer  in  which  every  thing  filthy  and 
flagitious  meets  and  fpreads.  If  fo  grav^  and 
cautious  a  writer  as  Tacitus  can  thus  afperfe  the 
chriftians  without  proof  and  without  moderation, 
we  need  not  wonder,  that  fo  impure  a  wretch  as 
Nero  (hould  not  hefitate  to  charge  them  with 
the  faft  of  burning  Rome. 

Now  it  was  that  the  Romans  legally  perfecuted 
the  church  for  the  firft  time.  And  thole  who  know 
the  virulence  of  man's  natural  enmity,  will  rather 
wonder  that  it  commenced  not  earlier,  than  that 

♦  Tacitus,  B.  X?. 
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it  raged  at  length  with  fuch  dreadful  fury* 
•*  Some  pcrfons  were  apprehended  wl^o  confcffed 
**  themfelves  chriftians,  and  by  their  evidence,  fays 
"  Tacitus,  a  great  multitude  afterwards  and  they 
"  were  condemned  not  fo  much  for  the  burning 
"  of  Rome,  as  for  being  the  enemies  of  mankind." 
A  declaration  very  remarkable.  True  chriftians, 
though  the  genuine  friends  of  the  fpecies,  cannot 
allow  men  who  are  not  true  chriftians,  to  be' in 
the  favour  of  God.  Their  very  earneftnefs  in 
calling  on  their  neighbours  to  repent  and  believe 
the  gofpel,  proves  to  thofe  neighbours  in  what 
a  dangerous  ftate  they  are  apprehended  to  be  at 
prefent.  All  who  are  not  moved  by  the  admo- 
nitions of  chriftian  charity  to  flee  from  the  wrath 
to  come,  will  naturally  be  difgufted,  and  thus  the 
purefl:  benevolence  will  be  conftrued  into  the 
moft  mercilefs  bigotry.  Thus  chriftians  incurred 
the  general  hatred,  to  which  the  conduft  neither 
of  Jews  nor  heretics  rendered  them  obnoxious. 
And  the  fame  caufe  produces  fimilar  efFedls  to 
this  day. 

Their  execution  was  aggravated  with  infult. 
They  were  covered  with  fkins  of  wild  beafts  and 
torn  by  dogs,  were  crucified,  and  fet  on  fire,  that 
they  might  I'erve  for  lights  in  the  night-time. 
Nero  offered  his  gardens  for  this  fpeiftacle,  and 
exhibited  the  games  of  the  circus.  People  could 
not  however  avoid  pityfng  them,  bafe  and  unde- 
ferving  as  they  were  in  the  eyes  of  Tacitus,  be- 
caufe  they  fuffered  not  for  the  public  good,  but 
to  gratify  the  cruelty  of  a  tyrant.  It  appears 
from  a  paflage  in  Seneca*  compared  with  Juve- 
nal, that  Nero  ordered  them  to  be  covered  with 
wax,  and  other  combuftible  materials  j  and  that, 

after 
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after  a  (harp  ftake  was  put  under  their  chin^  to 
make  them  continue  upright,  they  were  burnt 
alive  to  give  light  to  the  fpeftators  *. 

We  have  no  account  how  the  people  of  God 
behaved  under  thefe  fufFerings.  What  we  know 
of  their  behaviour  in  fimilar  fcenes,  leaves  us  in 
no  doubt  of  their  being  fupported  by  the  power 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft.  Nor  is  it  credible,  that  the 
pcrfecution  would  be  confined  to  Rome.  It 
would  naturally  fpread  through  the  empire,  and 
one  of  Cyriac's  inscriptions  found  in  Spain f,  de* 
monftrates  at  once  two  important  fafts,  that  the 
gofpel  had  already  penetrated  into  that  country, 
and  that  the  church  there  alfo  had  her  martyrs. 

Three  or  four  years  were  probably  the  utmoff 
extent  of  this  tremendous  perfecution,  as  in  the  year 
68  the  tyrant  was  himfelf,  by  a  dreadful  exit, 
fummoned  before  the  Divine  Tribunal.  He  left 
the  Roman  world  in  a  ftatc  of  extreme  confufion. 
Judea  partook  of  it  in  an  eminent  manner. 
About  forty  years  after  our  Lord's  fufferings^ 
wrath  came  on  the  body  of  the  Jewifh  nation  to 
the  uttermoft,  in  a  manner  too  well  known  to  need 
the  leaft  account  in  this  hiftory.  What  became 
of  the  chriftian  Jews,  alone  concerns  us.  The 
congregation  were  commanded,  by  an  oracle  re- 
vealed to  the  bcft  approved  among  them,  that 
before  the  wars  began,  they  fhould  d«part  from 
the  city,  and  inhabit  a  village  beyond  Jordan, 
called  PellaJ.  Thither  they  retired,  and  were 
faved  from  the  deftrudion  which  foon  after  over- 
whelmed their  countrymen,  at  once  obferving  the 
precept,  and  fulfilling  the  well-known  prophecy 
of  their  Saviour,     The  death  of  Nero,  and  the 
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dcftru6tion  of  Jerufalem,  would  naturally  occa- 
fion  rome  refpite  to  them  from  their  fufFerings; 
and  we  hear  no  more  of  their  perfecuted  ftate,  till 
the  reign  of  Domitian,  the  laft  of  the  Flavian  fa- 
mily, who  fuccedcd  to  the  empire  in  the  year  8i, 
He  does  not  appear  to  have  raged  againft  the 
chriftians,  till  the  latter  end  of  his  reign.  Indeed^ 
in  imitation  of  his  father  Vefpafian,  he  made  en- 
quiry for  fuch  of  the  Jews  as  were  defcended 
from  the  royal  line  of  David.  His  motives  were 
evidently  political.  But  there  wanted  not  thofc 
who  were  glad  of  any  opportunity  of  wreaking 
their  malice  on  chriftians.  Some  perfons  were 
charged  with  being  related  to  the  royal  family, 
who  were  brought  before  the  emperor.  They 
appear  to  have  been  related  to  our  Lord,  grand- 
fons  of  Judc  the  Apoftle,  his  coufin.  Domitian- 
afked  them,  if  they  were  of  the  family  of  David, 
which  they  acknowledged.  He  then  demanded, 
what  poffefTions  they  enjoyed,  and  what  money 
they  had.  They  laid  open  the  poverty  of  their 
circumftances,  and  owned  that  they  maintained 
themfelves  by  their  labour.  The  truth  of  their 
confeflfion  was  evidenced  by  their  hands,  and 
their  appearance  in  general.  Domiti^n  then  inter- 
rogated them  concerning  Chrift  and  his  kingdom, 
when  and  where  it  (hould  appear.  They  anfwer- 
cd,  like  their  Mafter  when  queftioned  by  Pilate, 
that  his  kingdom  was  not  of  this  world,  but  hea* 
venly  ;  that  its  glory  fhould  appear  at  the  con- 
fummation  of  the  world,  when  he  fhould  judge 
the  quick  and  dead,  and  reward  every  man  ac« 
cording  to  his  works.  Poverty  is  fometimes  a 
defence  againft  opprcflion,  though  it  never  fliields 
from  contempt.  Domician  was  fatisficd,  that  his 
throne  was  in  no  danger  from  chriftian  ambition, 
ancl  the  grandfons  of  Jude  had  the  honour  to  be 
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difmifled  with  the  fame  fort  of  derifion,  with 
Ivhich  their  Saviour  had  been  difmifled  by  Herod. 
Thus  had  the  Son  of  God  provided  for  his  rela- 
tipns ;  they  were  poor  in  circumftances,  but  rich 
in  faith,  and  heirs  of  his  heavenly  kingdom. 

As  Domitian  improved  in  cruelty,  toward  the 
end  of  his  reign,  he  renewed  the  horrors  of  Nero*s 
perfecution.  He*  put  to  death  many  perfons 
accufed  of  atheifm,  the  common  charge  againft 
chriftians,  on  account  of  their  refufal  to  worfliip 
the  pagan  gods.  Among  thefe  was  the  conful  Fla- 
vius  Clemens  his  coufin,  who  had  efpoufed  Flavia 
Domitilla  his  relation.  Suetonius  obferves,  that 
this  man  was  quite  defpicable  on  account  of  his 
fiothfulnefs.  Many  others  were  condemned  like- 
wife,  who  had  embraced  Jewilh  cuftoms,  fays 
Dion  i  part  of  them  were  put  to  death,  others 
fpoiledof  their  goods,  and  Domitilla  hcrfclf  was 
baniflied  into  the  Ifland  of  Pandataria.  Eufebius 
fays  fomething  of  the  fame  fafts,  with  fome  little 
variatibn ;  but  as  he  profeflcs  to  borrow  from  the 
pagan  writers  in  this  inftance,  I  fhall  be  content 
with  their  account. 

It  is  not  hard  to  conceive  the  real  charafters  of 
thofe  two  noble  perfons.  Genuine  chriftians,  it 
ought  not  to  be  doubted,  whom  God  had  dif- 
tinguilhed  by  his  grace,  and  enabled  to  live  upon 
it,  and  to  fuffer  for  it.  The  blood  of  the  Caefars, 
and  the  fplendor  of  the  imperial  houfe,  rendered 
them  only  more  confpicuous  objefls  of  difguft. 
It  is  well  that  no  pofitive  crime  is  afcribed  to 
either  of  them.  The  charge  of  indolence  againft 
the  huiband  is  natural  enough,  and  does  honour 
to  the  heavenly- mindedncfs  of  the  man,'  whofe 
fpirit  could  not  mix  with  the  evils  of  fecular  am- 
bition,   and   the  vices  of  the   imperial    court. 

Men 
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Mert  of  their  rank  in  this  kingdom,  if  equalljT 
finccrc  in  chriftianity,  would  be  expofed  to  equal 
contempt,  though  from  the  humanity  of  th^ 
times,  and  the  bleffings  of  civil  freedom^  not  to 
equal  danger  of  life  or  property. 

In  the  year  96  Domitian  was  flain,  and  Nerva^ 
the  fucceeding  emperor,  publilhed  a  pardon*  for 
thofe  who  were  condemned  for  impiety,  recalled 
thofe  who  were  baniftied^  and  forbad  the  accufing 
of  any  men  on  account  of  impiety,  or  Judaifm* 
Others  who  were  under  accufation,  or  under  fen* 
tcncc  of  condemnation,  now  efcaped  by  the  lenity 
ofNervai  This  brings  us  to  the  clofe  of  the 
century,  in  which  we  behold  the  chriftians  for 
the  prefent  in  a  ftate  of  external  peace.  One  per- 
ibn  alone  enjoyed  not  the  benefit  of  Nervals  mild-^ 
ncfs.  Domitilia  (till  continued  in  exile,  proba- 
bly as  a  relation  of  the  late  tyrant^  whofe  name 
was  now  odious  through  the  world.  Doubtlefs 
£be  was  not  forfaken  ot  her  God  and  Saviour. 

IL  The  Apoftles  and  Evangelifts  of  this  pe- 
riod, were  their  ftpry  diltinftly  known,  and  cir- 
cumftantially  related,  would  afford  materials  in* 
deed  of  the  rareft  pleafure  to  every  chriftian 
mind.  But  there  never  arofe  in  the  church  any 
hiftorians  like  Thucydides  and  Livy,  to  illuftrate 
the  adtions  of  faints.  Heroes  and  ftatefmen  have 
their  reward  here,  faints  hereafter.  Chrift's  king- 
dom muft  not  appear  to  be  of  this  world,  and 
while  large  volumes  have  been  filled  with  the  ex- 
ploits of  heroes,  and  the  intrigues  of  ftatefmen, 
thofe  men  who  were  the  divine  inftruments  of 
evangelizing  fouls,  the  New  Teftament  hiftory 
excepted,  are  for  the  moft  part' unknown.  What 
I  can  colled  the  reader  ftiall  fee  •,  though  he  wiH 
find  it  is  but  little. 

H  The 
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The  firft  of  the  twelve  Apoftles  who  fufFered 
martyrdom,  we  have  fecn,  was  James  the  fon  of 
Zebedce,  who  fell  a  facrifice  to  Herod  Agrippa's 
ambitious  defire  of  popularity.  I  recall  him  to 
the  reader's  memory  on  account  of  a  remarkable 
circumftance  attending  his  death*.  The  man 
who  had  drawn  him  before  the  tribunal,  when 
he  faw  the  readinefs  with  which  he  fubmitted  to 
martyrdom,  was  ftruck  with  r^morfe,  and  by  one 
of  thofe  fuddcn  converfions  not  infrequent  amidft 
the  remarkable  Out-pourings  of  the  Spirit,  was 
himfelf  turned  from  the  power  of  Satan  to  God^ 
and  confefled  Chrift  with  great  cheerfulnefs. 
They  were  both  led  to  execution,  and  in  the  way 
the  accufer  requefted  the  Apoftle's  forgivenefs, 
which  he  foon  obtained.  James  turning  to  him 
anfwered.  Peace  be  to  thee,  and  kiffed  him, 
and  they  were  beheaded  together.  The  efficacy 
of  Divine  Grace,  and  the  bleffed  fruit  of  holy 
example,  are  both  illuftrated  in  this  (lory,  of 
which  it  were  to  be  wifhed  we  knew  more  than 
the  very  fcanty  account  which  has  been  de- 
livered. 

The  other  James  was  preferved  in  Judea  to  a 
much  later  period.  His  martyrdom  took  place 
about  the  year  62,  and  his  epiftle  was  published 
a  little  before  his  death.  As  he  always  reflded 
at  Jerufalem,  and  was  providentially  preferved 
through  various  perfecutions,  he  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  overcoming  enmity  itfelf,  and  abating 
prejudice,  in  fome  meafure.  The  name  of  Jult 
was  generally  given  him  on  account  of  hi%  lingu- 
lar innocence  and  integrity.  And  as  he  con- 
formed to  Jewilh  cuftoms  with  more  than  occa- 
fional  regularity,  he  was  by  no  means  fo  odious 
in  the  eyes  of  his  countrymen,  as  the  Apoftle  of 

the 
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the  Gentiles.  But  could  he  have  fully  overcome 
the  enmity,  he  could  not  have  been  faithful  to 
Chrift.  Many  Jews  refpeded  the  n>an,  and  ad- 
mired the  fruits  of  the  gofpel  in  him.  The  root 
and  principle  was  ftili  their  abhorrence,  and  from 
the  account  of  Eufcbiiis,  the  teilimony  of  Hege- 
fippus,  an  early  chriitian  hiitorian,  whom  he 
quotes,  and  of  Jofephus,  it  is  t  lain,  that  it  was 
thought  a  pitiable  thing,  that  fo  good  a  man 
fhould  be  a  chriftian.  Paul's  efcape  from  Jewifli 
malice  by  appealing  to  Ciefar,  had  Iharpened  the 
fpirits  of  this  people,  and  they  were  determined 
to  wreak  their  vengeance  on  James,  -who  was 
merely  a  Jew,  and  could  plead  no  Roman  ex* 
emptions.  Feftus  dying  prefident  of  Judea,  be- 
fore his  fucceflbr  Albinus  arrived,  Ananias  the 
high-prieft^  a  Sadducee,  and  a  mercilefs  perfe- 
cucor,  held  the  fuprcme  power  in  tire  interim, 
and  called  a  council,  before  which  he  brought 
James  with  fome  others,  accufing  them  of  break- 
ing the  law  of  Mofcs.  But  it  was  not  eafy  to 
procure  his  condemnation.  His  holy  life  had 
long  obtained  the  veneration  of  his  countrymen*. 
The  great  men  were  uneafy  on  account  of  the 
vaft  increafe  of  chriftian  converts  by  his  means, 
and  endeavoured  to  entangle  him,  by  perfuading 
him  to  mount  a  pinnjjcle  of  the  temple,  and  to 
fpeak  to  the  people  aflcmbled  at  the  time  of  the 
paflbver,  againrt  chriftianity.  James  being  placed 
aloft,  delivered  a  frank  confeflion  of  Jefus  as 
then  fitting  at  the  right  hand  of  power,  and  who 
ftiould  come  in  the  clouds  of  heaven.  Upon  this 
Ananias  and  the  rulers  were  highly  incenfed. 
To  difgrace  his  charader  was  their  firft  intention. 

H  2  This 

•  I  have  coinparcd  Jofephus*s  account  wiih  that  of  Hegefippas, 
which  hli  I  thiok  compatible  enough  with  the  former,  ^d  no  waf 
improbable,  though  i  think  he  gives  his  chara^er  more  of  the  af- 
cetic,  thao  I  beiiere  to  be  coofiiteat  with  that  of  a  chriitian  Apoltle. 
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This  had  failed.  To  murder  his  perfon  was  the 
next,  and  the  attempt  was  of  much  more  eafy 
execution.  Crying  out,  that  Juftus  himfelf  was 
feduced,  they  threw  him  down,  and  ftoned  him. 
The  Apoftle  had  ihength  to  fall  on  his  knees, 
and  to  pray,  "  I  befeech  thee.  Lord  God  and 
*•'  Father,  for  them ;  for  they  know  not  what 
"  they  do.**  One  of  the  priefts,  moved  with  the 
fcene,  cried  out,  "  Ceafe,  what  do  you  mean  ? 
•*  this  juft  man  is  praying  for  you."  A  perlbn 
prefent  with  a  fuller's  club  beat  out  his  brains, 
and  completed  his  martyrdom. 

Very  remarkable  is  the  acknowledgment  of 
Jofephus.  "  Thefe  things"  (meaning  the  miferics 
of  the  Jews  from  the  Romans)  "  happened 
"to  them  by  way  of  revenging  the  death  of 
**  James  the  Juft,  the  brother  of  Jefus  whon:> 
"  they  call  Chrift.  For  the  Jews  flew  him, 
**  though  a  very  juft  man*."  And  from  the  fame 
writer  we  learn,  that  Albinus  feverely  reprimand- 
ed Ananias,  and  foon  after  deprived  him  of  the 
high-priefthood. 

After 

♦  I  fee  no  rcafoo  to  doubt  the  authenticity  of  this  paflage ; 
which  gives  abundant  confirmation  to  his  famous  teflimony  of 
Chrifi ;  which  is  as  follows.  **  About  this  time  Jived  Jefus  a  wife 
man  ;  if  indeed  we  may  call  him  a  man  ;  for  he  performed  mar- 
▼ellous  things  ;  he  was  an  inftru^or  of  fuch  as  embraced  the  truth 
with  pleafure.  He  made  many  converts  both  among  the  Jews  and 
Greeks.  This  was  the  Chrift.  And  when  Pilate,  on  the  accufa- 
tioD  of  the  principal  men  among  us,  had  condemned  him  to  the 
crofs,  thofe  who  before  entertained  a  refped  for  him,  continued 
(lilJ  fo  to  do ;  for  he  appeared  to  them  alive  again  on  the  third 
day  ;  the  divine  prophets  having  declared  thefe  and  many  other 
wondeiful  things  concerning  him.  And  the  fe^  of  chrifiians  fo 
named  from  him  fublifts  to  this  very  time." 

I  have  examined  as  carefully  as  1- can  the  doubts  which  have  been 
ftarted  on  the  authenticity  of  this  paffage.  To  me  ihey  feem  mere 
furmifes.  One  of  them,  the  fuppofed  inconfiftency  of  the  hifto- 
riaOf  io  tefiifying  fo  much  of  Chrift,  and  yet  remaining  an  im- 
cooYerted  Jew,  affords  an  argument  in  its  favour.  Incontiflcocies 
oaght  to  be  expe^ed  from  incooliiteDt  perfons.    Such  are  oiaoy  id 

the 
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After  the  death  of  James,  and  the  defolation  of 
Jerufalcm,  the  Apoftles  and  difciples  of  our 
Lord,  of  whom  many  were  yet  alive,  gathered 
thcmfelves  together  with  our  Lord's  kinfmen,  to 
appoint  a  paftor  of  the  church  of  Jcrufalem  in 
the  room  of  James.  The  eleftion  fell  on  Simeon 
the  fon  of  that  Cleopas  mentioned  by  St.  Luke, 
as  one  of  the  two  who  went  to  Emmaus,  and  who 
was  the  brother  of  Jofeph,  our  Lord's  reputed 
father.  We  fball  leave  Simeon,  the  chief  paftor 
of  the  Jewilh  church,  at  the  end  of  this  century. 

Paul  the  Apoftle  feemsto  have  laboured  with  un- 
wearied aftivity  from  about  the  year  36  to  the  year 
63,  that  is,  from  his  converfion  to  the  period  in 
which  St.  Luke  finifhes  his  hiftory.  Within  this 
period  he  wrote  fourteen  epiftles,  which  will  be 
the  bleffed  means  of  feeding  the  fouls  of  the  faith- 
ful to  the  end  of  time.  The  fecond  epiftle  to 
Timothy  has  been  commonly  fuppofed  to  have 
been  written  juft  before  his  martyrdom.  I  am 
convinced  by  Dr.  Lardner's  reafonings*,  that  it 
was  more  probably  written  during  his  two  years 
imprifonment  at  Rome,  and  that  he  was  under  no 
particular  apprehenfion  of  fufFering  immediate- 
ly-f-.  From  this  epiftle  it  is  evident,  that  he  had 
already  been  called  before  Nero,  agreeably  to 
the  prediftion,  "  thou  muft  be  brought  before 
*'  Casfar-,"  and  that  no  chriftian,  not  even  any 

H3  of 

Uic  chrifliao  world  at  this  day,  who  in  like  circumftancea  woul4 
have  a^ed  a  firoilar  part.  Sucli  was  Jofephus.  He  knew  and  had 
(iadied  fomething  of  all  forts  of  opinions  in  reli^on,  and  his  writ- 
ings (hew  him  to  have  been  firm  in  nothing  but  a  regard  to  hia 
worldly  interell.  To  me  he  feems  to  fay  juft  fo  much  and  no 
more  of  Chrifl,  as  might  be  expeded  from  a  learned  fceptic,  of  re- 
markable good  fenfe,  and  fupreme  love  of  worldly  things. 

*  See  the  Supplement  to  the  Credibility. 

This  feems  evident  by  his  charging  Timothy  to  come  to  him 
Tore  wiater. 


befc 
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af  thofe  who  had  welcomed  his  arrival  in  Italy, 
durft  appear  for  him  -,  he  feelingly  complains, 
•*  all  men  forfook  me.'-  Yet  he  knew  how  to 
diftingoifli  between  malevolence  and  timidity  j 
and  therefore,  though  he  could  not  excufe  their 
negleft  of  him,  he  prays  God  that  it  might  not 
be  laid  to  their  charge.  The  terror  of  Nero 
feems  to  have  (Iruck  the  Roman  chriftians,  many 
of  whom  might  have  born  witnefs  in  his  favour. 
Even  Demas  forfook  him  from  the  love  of  the 
world,  and  departed  to  Theffalonica.  There  arc 
fcafons  of  critical  danger,  which  try  the  hearts  of 
the  trueft  chriftians.  It  was  yet  a  new  thing  for  a 
thrift ian  to  be  brought  before  an  emperor,  and 
they  had  not  prepared  themfelves  by  watching 
and  prayer  for  the  uncommon  occafion.  Bu( 
the  Grace  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  which  had  hitherto 
been  fo  eminently  with  the  Apoftle,  forfook  him 
not  in  his  trying  moments.  The  Lord  "  ftood 
**  with  him,  and  ftrengthened  him*.**  He  was 
enabled  to  teftify  fqr  Chrift  and  his  gofpel  before 
Nero,  with  the  fan-^e  franknefs,  fortitude,  and 
eloquence,  that  be  had  done  before  Felix,  Feftus, 
and  Agrippa.  And  for  the  firft  time,  and  pro- 
bably the  laft,  the  murderous  tyrant  Nero  heard 
the  glad  tidings  of  falvation.  It  feems,  by  the 
cxpreffion,  '^  that  all  the  Gentiles  might  hear,** 
that  Paul  was  heard  in  a  very  full  and  folemn 
aflembly,  and  had  an  opportunity  of  giving  a 
clear  account  of  chriftianity.  And  as  fome  of 
Csefar's  houfhold  are  mentioned  as  faints  in  the 
epiftie  to  the  Philippians,  there  is  reafon  to  ap- 
prehend, that  the  preaching  was  not  in  vain. 
He  was,  as  he  owns,  "  delivered  from  the  mouth 
"  of  the  lion/'  Nero  had  not  then  begun  to  jper- 
fecute,  and  at  leaft  would  fee  the  juibiefa  of  bis 
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plea  as  a  Roman  citizen,  and  be  difpofed  to  favour 
It.  Nor  ought  the  adorable  Providence  of  God  tp 
be  pafled  in  filence,  who  gave  this  man  of  aban- 
doned wickednefs  an  opportunity  of  hearing  the 
word  of  falvation,  though  it  made  no  ufeful  im- 
preflion  on  his  mind.  Paul  fcems  to  have  had 
this  audience  during  the  former  part  of  his  im- 
prifonment  at  Rome,  and  to  have  been  remanded 
to  his  confinement  for  the  prcfent. 

Here  he  wrote  the  epiftles  to  the  Philippians 
and  Coloflians  before  the  end  of  the  year  62. 
From  the  former  of  thefe  it  appears,  that  the 
whole  court  of  Nero  was  made  acquainted  with 
his  cafe,  and  that  the  caufe  of  the  gofpel  was 

{)romoted  by  this  means.  In  the  epiftle  to  Phi- 
emon,  which  accompanied  that  to.  the  Coloflians, 
he  exprefles  a  confidence  of  being  foon  fet  at 
liberty,  and  promifes  in  that  cafe  Ihortly  to  pay 
them  a  vifit*.  And  as  he  mentions  Demas 
with  refpeft  as  his  fellow-labourer,  both  in  thi^ 
epiftle  to  the  Coloflians,  and  in  that  to  Philemon, 
1  apprehend  Demas  had  repented  of  his  pufillani- 
mity,  and  was  returned  to  the  Apoftle  and  to  his 
duty.  This  is  the  fecond  cafe  in  which  it  pleafed 
God  to  make  ufe  of  this  extraordinary  man  for 
the  prefervation  of  the  church.  The  former  re- 
fpefted  thedodlrine  of  juft  ification,  from  which  even 
Apoftles  were  indireftly  declining,  as  this  does  the 
godly  fpirit  of  zeal  and  open  confeflion  of  Chrift. 
Such  is  the  floth  and  cowardice  of  man  in  divine 
things,  and  fo  little  need  is  there  to  teach  us 
prudential  wifdom,  that  unlefs  God  now  and  theo 
ftirred  up  the  fpirits  of  fomc  eminent  chriftian 

heroes. 


*  I  follow  Dr.  Lardoer  in  the  dates  of  the  ei>i(tles,  which  he  haa 
ioveftigated  with  fiogular  diligence  aod  fagacity ;  aod  I  ooce  for 
all  ackoowledge  my  repeated  obligattons  to  him  in  things  of  this 
nature. 
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heroes,  to  venture  through  all  difBculties,  ancj 
Hand  foremoft  for  the  truth  againft  all  oppofition, 
Satan  would  bear  down  all  before  him.  Paul 
was  one  of  the  firft  of  thcfe  heroes^  and  we  fhall 
fee  in  every  age,  that  God  raifes  up  fome  of  this 
hardy  temper,  whom  the  \vorld  is  ever  pleafed  to 
call  fanatics,  for  (hewing  that  greatnefs  of  foul 
in  an  heavenly  caufe,  which  in  an  earthly  one 
they  would  admire. 

Having  obtained  his  liberty  in  the  year  63,  he 
moft  probably  would  foon  fulfil  his  promife  to 
yifit  the  Hebrews  •,  after  which  he  might  fee  his 
Coioflian  friends.  There  is  no  certain  account 
of  his  coming  either  to  Jerufalem  or  to  Colofle; 
but  moft  probably  he  executed  what  he  had  a 
little  before  promifed.  That  he  ever  vifited 
Spain  or  our  Ifland,  is,  to  fay  no  more,  extremely 
doubtful.  Of  the  laft  there  is  a  very  unfounded 
report,  and  of  the  former  no  other  proof,  than 
the  mention  of  his  intention  in  the  epiftle  to  the 
Romans,  which  had  been  written  in  the  year  58, 
fince  which  time  all  his  meafures  had  been 
broken.  And  if  he  once  more  made  an  Afiatic 
tour  after  his  departure  from  Rome,  there  fcems 
not  time  enough  for  his  accomplifhing  the  weftern 
journey,  as  he  fuflcred  martyrdom  on  his  return 
to  Rome  in  64  or  65.  He  could  have  had  no 
great  pleafure  at  Jerufalem ;  every  thing  was 
there  haftening  to  ruin.  No  man  was  ever  pof- 
fefled  of  a  more  genuine  patriotic  fpirit  than  this 
Apoftle.  The  Jpwifli  war,  which  commenced  in 
66^  would  have  much  afBifted  him,  had  he  lived 
to  fee  it.  But  returning  to  Rome  about  a  year 
before,  he  fell  in  with  the  very  time  when  Rome 
was  burnt,  and  chriftians  were  accufed  as  incen- 
diaries. He  now  found  no  mercy  in  Nero,  who 
would  naturally  be  difpleafed  at  the  effe£t,  which 
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he  had  obfervcd  his  preaching  had  produced  in 
his  own  family.  A  cup-bearer  and  a  concubine 
of  his  had  been,  through  Paul's  means,  converted 
to  the  faith,  as  Chryfoftom  alTures  us ;  and  this 
haftened  his  death.  He  was  flain  with  the  fword 
by  Nero's  order*. 

He  had  many  fellow-labourers,  whofe  names 
he  has  immortalized  in  his  writings.  Timothy 
was  a  particular  favourite,  whom  antiquity  re- 
gards as  the  firft  bifhop  of  Ephefus,  as  it  does 
Titus  as  the  firft  biftiop  of  Crete  f.  Luke  of  An- 
tioch,  the  beloved  phyfician,  was  another,  the 
writer  of  the  third  gofpcl,  and  the  faithful  re- 
later  of  this  Apoftle's  tranfaftions,  of  which  he 
was  an  eye-witnefs,  in  the  Afts  of  the  ApolHes. 
He  fcems  to  have  retired  into  Greece  after  St. 
Paul's  firft  difmiflion  by  the  emperor,  and  there 
to  have  written  both  his  ineftimable  treatifes  about 
the  year  63  or  64. 

Crefcens,  whom  Paul  fent  to  Galatia,  is  ano. 
ther  of  his  fellows-labourers.  Linus,  the  firft 
bifhop  of  Rome,  may  be  added  to  the  lift,  and  Dio- 
nyfius  the  Arcopagite  of  Athens,  whom  Eufe- 
bius  reckons  the  firft  biftiop  of  the  church  in 
that  city. 

We  have  finiftied  the  lives  of  two  men,  of  An- 
gular excellence  furely,  James  the  Juft,  and 
Paul  of  Tarfus.  The  former,  by  his  uncommon 
virtues,  attrafted  the  efteem  of  a  whole  people, 
who  were  full  of  the  ftrongeft  prejudices  againft 
him  ;  and  the  latter — has  fuch  a  man  ever  exifted 
among  all  thofe,  who  have  inherited  the  corrupt- 
ed nature  of  Adam  ?  He  had  evidently  a  foul  of 
a  large  and  capacious  kind,  poflefled  of  thofe 
feemingly  contradiftory  excellencies  which,  where- 
cvcr  they  appear  in  combination,  fail  not  to  form 
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nn  extraordinary  chara£ker.  Doubclefs  both  hr$ 
parts  and  his  learning  were  very  great,  and  many 
with  half  his  abilities  have  elFefted  national  revo-» 
lutions,  and  diftinguilhed  themfclves  in  the  hif^ 
tory  of  mankind.  His  confummate  fortitude 
was  tempered  with  the  rareft  gentlenefs,  and 
the  moft  adkive  charity.  His  very  copious  and 
vivid  imagination  was  chaftized  by  the  moft  ac- 
curate judgment,  and  was  conncfted  with  the 
clofeft  argumentative  powers.  Divine  Grace  alone 
could  caufefo  wonderful  a  temperature,  info- 
much,  that  for  the  fpace  of  near  thirty  years  after 
his  converfion,  this  man,  whofe  haughtinefs  and 
fiery  temper  had  hurried  him  into  a  very  fan- 
guinary  courfe  of  perfecution,  lived  the  friend  of 
mankind,  returned  good  for  evil  continually,  the 
model  of  patience  and  benevolence,  and  fteadily 
attentive  only  to  heavenly  things,  while  yet  he 
had  a  tafte,  a  fpirit,  and  a  genius,  which  might 
have  Ihone  among  the  greateft  ftatefmen  and  men 
of  letters  that  ever  lived. 

We  have  then,  in  thefe  two  men,  a  ftrong  fpeci- 
men  of  what  Grace  can  do,  and  we  may  fairly 
challenge  all  the  infidels  in  the  world,  to  produce 
any  thing  like  them  in  the  whole  lift  of  their 
heroes.  Yet  amidft  the  conftant  difplay  of  every 
godly  and  focial  virtue,  we  learn  from  Paul's  owi^ 
account,  that  he  ever  felt  himfelf  "  carnal,  fold 
*'  under  fin,"  and  that  fin  dwelt  in  him  continu- 
ally. From  his  writings  we  learn,  what  the 
depth  of  human  wickednefs  is ;  and  none  of  the 
Apoftles  feem  to  have,  underftood  fo  much  as  he 
did,  the  Riches  of  Divine  Grace,  and  the  pecu- 
liar glory  of  the  chriftian  religion.  The  doftrines 
of  eleftion,  juftification,  regeneration,  adoption  j 
of  the  priefthood  and  offices  of  Chrift,  and  of  tl>e 
internal  wQrk  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  as  well  as  the 
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moft  perleft  morality  founded  on  chriflrian  prin- 
ciple,  arc  to  be  found  in  his  writings,  and  what 
Quint itian  faid  of  Cicero  may  be  juftly  applied 
to  the  Apoftlc  of  the  Gentiles :  *'  IlUfeprofeciJfe 
^^  fctat^  cut  Patilus  valde  placehit.** 

During  this  whole  Out-pouring  of  the  Spirit 
(of  fo  little  account  in  the  fight  of  God  are  na- 
tural human  excellencies  and  talents)  I  fee  no 
evidence  of  any  perfons  being  employed  in  it  of 
extraordinary  genius  and  endowments,  St.  Paul 
excepted,  St,  Luke  indeed  appears  by  his  writ- 
ings to  have  been  a  claffical  fcholar,  of  a  chaf- 
tizcd  and  regular  tafte,  a  neat  and  elegant  writer, 
who  approaches  more  nearly  to  attic  purity  of 
diftion  than  any  of  the  New  Teftament  writers. 
To  St.  Paul  the  greatnefs  of  his  thoughts,  and 
the  fervour  of  his  zeal,  give  a  magnificent  kind 
of  negligence  in  compofition,  in  the  mid  ft  of 
which  there  is,  if  I  miftake  not,  a  vaft  aflfemblage 
of  the  moft  fublime  excellencies  of  oratory,  and 
the  plaineft  evidence  how  high  he  might  have 
ftood  in  this  line  of  eminence,  had  he  been  am- 
bitious, or  rather  had  he  not  been  perfectly  care- 
lefs  of  fuch  kind  of  fame.  But  that  fuch  un- 
learned men  as  the  reft  of  the  Apoftles  were, 
none  of  whom  appear  by  nature  to  have  been  at  3ve 
the  reft  of  mankind,  though  none  of  them  want- 
ing in  common  faculties,  fhould  have  been  able 
of  themfelves  to  fpeak,  to  aft,  and  to  write  as 
they  did,  and  produce  fuch  an  amazing  revolu- 
tion in  the  ideas  and  manners  of  mankind,  would 
require  the  moft  extravagant  credulity  to  admit. 
The  power  of  God  is  demonftfatcd  from  the  im- 
becillity  of  the  inftruments. 

The  minds  of  men  void  of  the  Love  of  God 
are  always  apt  to  fufpeA  of  Fanaticifm  the  moft 
precious  myfteries  of  the  gofpel^  and  the  whole 
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of  experimental  religion.  And  the  more  vigoV 
roufly  thefe  things  are  dcfcribed,  the  ftronger  the 
fufpicion  grows.  May  not  this  have  been  one 
reafon  why  Paul  was  direfted  to  expofe  himfelf 
the  moft  to  this  unjuft  cenfure,  by  dwelling  more 
copioufly  than  any  of  the  reft  on  views  moft  di- 
rectly evangelical,  who  yet  muft  be  allowed  by 
all  who  are  not  willing  to  betray  their  own  want 
of  difcernment,  to  have  been  a  man  of  eminent 
folidity  of  underftanding.  If  chriftian  experience 
be  a  foolifh  thing  indeed,  it  is  ftrange  that  the 
wifeft  of  all  the  chriftians  ftiould  have  been  the 
largeft  in  defcribing  it. 

Of  St.  Peter  we  have  by  no  means  fo  large  an 
account  as  of  St.  Paul.  The  laft  view  we  have 
of  him  in  fcripture  prefents  him  to  us  at  Antioch. 
This  was  probably  about  the  year  50.  After 
this  he  was  employed  in  fpreading  the  gofpel 
principally  among  his  own  countrymen,  but  one 
cannot  fuppofe  exclufively  of  Gentiles,  in  Pontus, 
Galatia,  Cappadocia,  Afia,  and  Bithynia.  His 
two  epiftles  were  direfted  to  the  Hebrew  con- 
verts of  thefe  countries.  And  if  he  was  far  lefs 
fuccefsful  than  Paul  among  the  Gentiles,  he  was 
much  more  fo  than  he  among  the  Jews.  He 
who  wrought  effectually  in  the  one  among  the 
former,  was  mighty  in  the  o;her  among  the  lat- 
ter*. It  ftiould  ever  be  remembered,  who  alone 
did  the  work,  and  gave  the  increafe. 

Peter  probably  came  to  Rome  about  the  year 
63.  Thence  a  little  before  his  martyrdom  he 
wrote  his  two  epiftles.  Strange  fidions  have 
been  invented  of  his  afts  at  Rome,  of  which  I 
ftiall  fufficiently  teftify  my  diflDelief  by  filence, 
the  method  which  I  intend  conftantly  to  ufe  in 
things  of  this  nature.   It  is  evident,  however,  thaf 
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he  here  met  again  with  that  Simon  the  forcerer, 
whom  he  had  rebuked  long  ago  in  Samaria^  and 
who  was  pradtifing  his  forceries  in  a  much  higher 
ftile  in  the  metropolis.  No  doubt  the  Apoitle 
oppofed  him  fuccefsfuUy,  but  we  muft  be  content 
with  a  very  vague  and  declamatory  account  of  it 
from  Eufebius,  for  want  of  a  better.  At  lengthy 
when  Paul  was  martyred  under  Nero,  Peter  fuf* 
fered  with  him  by  crucifixion  with  his  head  down-* 
ward,  a  kind  of  death  which  he  himfelf  defired, 
moft  probably  from  an  unfeigned  humility,  that 
he  might  not  die  in  the  fame  manner  as  his  Lord 
had  done.  Nicephorus  informs  uis,  that  he  had 
fpent  two  years  at  Rome.  In  his  fecond  epiftle 
he  obferves,  that  his  Lord  had  ihewn  him,  that 
his  death  was  fbon  to  take  place.  And  this  gives 
a  degree  of  credibility  to  a  ftory  of  Ambrofe  re- 
lated in  one  of  his  difcourfes,  the  purport  of 
which  is,  that  the  pagans  being  inflamed  againfl: 
him,  the  brethren  begged  him  to  retreat  during 
the  violence  of  the  pcrfecution.  Their  intreaties 
moved  him,  ardent  as  he  was  for  martyrdom. 
He  began  to  go  out  of  the  city  by  night.  But 
coming  to  the  gate*,,  he  faw  Chrift  entering  into 
the  city.  Whereupon  he  faid.  Lord,  whither 
art  thou  going  ?  Chrift  anfwered,  I  am  coming 
hither  to  be  crucified  again.  Peter  hence  under- 
ftood,  that  Chrift  was  to  be  crucified  again  in 
his  fervant.  This  induced  him  voluntarily  to  re- 
turn, and  he  fatisfied  the  minds  of  the  brethren 
with  this  account,  and  was  foon  after  feizcd  and 
crucified.  Whoever  confiders  the  very  folemn 
manner  in  which  our  Lord  foretold  the  violent 
death  of  this  Apoftle,  in  the  clofe  of  St.  John's 
gofpel,  and  that  in  his  fecond  epiftle  he  himfelf 
declares  that  his  Divine  Mafter  had  fhewn  him, 
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that  he  fhould  quickly  put  off  his  tabernacle, 
will  find  no  difficulty  in  conceiving,  that  the 
vifion  now  related  from  Ambrofe{for  Chrift*s  ap- 
pearance need  not  to  be  imagined  any  more)  might 
nave  taken  place  a  little  time  before  the  writing 
of  this  epiftle,  as  that  may  have  a  little  time  pre- 
ceded his  apprehcnfion  and  violent  death.  I 
mention  this  as  a  probable  conjefture  only.  The 
ftory  itfelf  is  conlonant  to  the  miraculous  powers 
then  in  the  church,  and  its  evidence  refts  on  the 
charadter  of  Ambrofe  himfelf,  an  Italian  bifhop, 
whofe  integrity  and  underftanding  arc  equally  rc- 
Ipeftable. 

Peter's  wife  had  been  called  to  martyrdom  a 
little  before  himfclf.  He  faw  her  led  to  death, 
and  rejoiced  at  the  Grace  of  God  vouchfafed  to 
her,  and  addreffing  her  by  name,  exhorted  and 
comforted  her  with.  Remember  the  Lord*. 

There  are  two  ftriking  atteftations  to  the  cha- 
rafter  of  Peter,  which  may  be  fairly  drawn  from 
the  facred  writings.  As  it  is  allowed  on  all 
hands,  that  he  authorized  the  publication  of  St. 
Mark's  gofpel,  had  he  been  difpofed  to  fpare  his 
o<vn  charafter,  he  had  not  fuffered  the  fhameful 
denial  of  his  Mafter  to  have  been  defcribed,  as  it 
is  in  that  Evangelifl,  with  more  aggravated  cir- 
cumftances  of  guilt,  and  with  fainter  views  of 
his  repentance,  than  are  to  be  found  in  the  other 
Evangelifts.  I  an>  indebted  for  the  othca^-  remark 
to  Bifhop  Gregory,  the  firft  of  that  name.  In  his 
fecond  epiftle  he  gives  the  moll  honourable  attef- 
tation  to  the  Apoftle  Paul's  epiftles,  though  he 
mud  know,  that  in  one  of  them,  that  to  the  Gala- 
tians,  his  own  conduct  on  a  particular  occafion 
was  cenfured.  This  is  evidently  above  nature. 
The  moft  unfeigned  humility  appears   to   have 

beer 

*  clement  Strom.  7. 


(    "7    ) 

been  an  eminent  part  of  the  charafter  of  this 
Apoftle,  who  in  his  early  days  was  remarkable 
for  the  forwardnefs  of  his  temper.  His  natural 
character  was  no  uncommon  one.  Franlc^  open^ 
adtive,  courageous,  fanguine  in  his  attachments 
and  in  his  paflions,  no  way  deficient,  but  not 
eminent  in  underftanding,  a  plain  honed  man, 
ycf>  ^y  grace  and  wifdom  fupernatural,  made  only 
inferior  to  Paul,  and  an  inftrument  of  the  greateft 
good  in  the  converfion  of  numbers.  He  fecms  to 
nave  lived  long  in  a  ftate  of  matrimony,  and  by 
Clement's  account,  was  induftrious  in  the  educa-> 
tion  of  his  children. 

Mark  /^as  filler's  fon  to  Barnabas,  the  fon  of 
Mary,  a  pious  woman  of  Jerufalcm.  He  was 
probably  brought  up  in  chriftianity  from  early 
life,  and  his  conduft  for  fome  time  gives  a  credi- 
bility to  an  opinion,  tolerably  confirmed  by  ex- 
perience, that  early  converts,  or  thofe  who  have 
been  religioufly  brought  up,  do  not  make  that 
vigorous  progrcfs  in  divine  things  generally,  which 
thofe  do,  whofe  converfion  has  commenced  after 
a  life  of  much  fin  and  vanity.  Their  views  arc 
apt  to  be  faint,  and  their  difpofitions  in  religion 
languid  and  indolent.  We  are  told  by  Epipha- 
nius,  that  Mark  was  one  of  thofe  who  were  of- 
fended at  the  words  of  Chrift  recorded  in  the  6th 
chapter  of  St.  John,  and  then  forfook  him,  but 
was  afterwards  recovered  by  means  of  Peter. 
After  our  Lord's  afcenfion,  he  attended  his  uncle 
Barnabas  with  Paul ;  but  foon  left  them  and  re- 
turned to  Jerufalem.  Barnabas  however  hoping 
the  bed  from  one,  whom  he  held  fo  dear,  pro- 
pofed  him  to  Paul  as  their  companion  on  fome  fu- 
ture occafion.  After  the  rupture  which  this  occa- 
fioned  between  the  two  Apoftles,  Barnabas  took 
him  with  him  to  Cyprus. 
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Undoubtedly^  his  charader  improved.  Some 
plants  are  of  flow  growth,  but  attain  at  length 
great  vigour,  and  bear  much  fruit.  Even  Paul 
himfelf,  who  had  been  fo  much  offended  with 
him,  at  length  declared,  he  is  profitable  to  me 
for  the  miniftry  *.  From  the  epiftlc  to  the  Co- 
ioflians,  it  is  evident  that  he  was  with  the  Apoftle 
in  his  imprifonment  at  Rome.  This  was  in  the 
year  62.  His  gofpel  was  written  by  the  defire 
of  the  believers  at  Rome  about  two  years  after. 
I  know  not  when  to  fix  the  time  of  his  coming 
to  Egypt.  But  he  is  allowed  to  have  founded 
the  church  of  Alexandria,  and  to  have  been  bu- 
ried there.  He  was  fucceeded  by  Anjanus,  of 
whom  Eufebius  gives  the  higheft  eulogium.  It 
is  evident,  that  the  fociety  of  thofe  three  great 
men,  Barnabas,  Paul,  and  Peter,  at  different  times 
was  very  ufeful  to  him.  Probably  his  natural  in- 
dolence needed  fuch  incentives.  We  feem  to 
have  obferved  then  one  of  the  firft  promoters  of* 
chriftianity,  of  a  cafl  of  mind  different  from  any 
we  have  hitherto  reviewed.  And  the  variety  of 
tempers  and  talents  employed  in  the  fervicc  of 
God,  and  fandbified  by  the  fame  Divine  Energy, 
affords  a  field  of  fpeculation  neither  unpleafing 
nor  unprofitable. 

Of  the  labours  of  eight  Apoftles,  nothing  in  a 
manner  is  recorded,  James,  Andrew,  Philip^ 
Bartholomew,  Thomas,  Matthew,  Jude,  Simon, 
and  Matthias. 

Of  John  the  Apoftle  a  few  valuable  fragments 
may  be  coUeded.  He  was  prefent  at  the  council 
of  Jerufalem,  which  was  held  about  the  year  50, 
nor  is  it  probable,  that  he  left  Judea  till  that 
time.  Afia  Minor  was  the  great  theatre  of  his 
miniftry,  particularly  Ephefus,  the  care  of  which 
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thurch  remained  with  him  after  the  deceafe  of 
the  reft  of  the  Apoftles.  The  breaking  out  of 
the  war  in  Judea  would  probably  oblige  the 
Apoftle  to  bid  a  total  farewell  to  his  native  coun* 
try.  While  he  rcfided  at  Ephefus,  going  once 
to  bathe  there,  and  perteiving  that  Cerinthus  was 
in  the  bath,  he  came  out  again  haftily.  Let  us 
See,  fays  he,  left  the  bath  ihould  fall^  while  Ce« 
rinthus,  an  enemy  of  truth,  is  within.  The  ftory 
is  told  of  Ebion  as  well  as  Cerinthus;  they  were 
both  heretics,  and  of  a  fimilar  charafter.  It  is  an 
cafy  m^ftake  for  a  reporter  of  the  ftory  to  confound 
the  one  with  the  other  ;  but  it  is  not  eafy  to  be 
accounted  for,  that  the  whole  Ihould  have  had  no 
foundation.  For  the  teftimony  of  Irenaeus,  who 
had  it  from  perfons  who  were  informed  of  it  by 
Fblycarp  the  difciple  of  St.  John,  feems  fuffici- 
cntly  authentic.  Irenaeus  evidently  believed  the 
ftory  himfelf ;  and  I  think  the  judgment  of  one 
who  lived  near  thofe  times,  a  man  too  of  exqui- 
fite  judgment,  muft  outweigh  the  criticifms  of 
all  modern  authors.  The  faftiion  of  the  age  hu- 
manely fceptical,  and  clothing  profane  indiffe- 
rence with  the  name  of  candour,  is  ever  ready  to 
fcduce  even  good  men  into  a  dift)elief  of  ftories  of 
this  nature,  however  well  attefted.  But  let  the 
circumftances  of  St.  John  be  confidered.  He 
was  a  furviving  apoftolical  luminary.  HeVetical 
pravity  was  deeply  fpreading  its  poifon.  •  Senti- 
ments, very  derogatory  to  the  perfon^  work,  and 
horiour  of  Jefus  Chrift,  were  diffufed  with  great 
perverfcnefs  of  induftry.  What  fliould  the  cha- 
ritable Apoftle  do  ?  I  apprehend,  that  he  would 
have  been  forward  to  relieve  the  diftreffes  of  the 
moft  malignant  heretic  in  the  world.  But  to 
have  joined  the  company  of  the  principal  fup- 
porters  of  herefy,  would  have  been  to  counte- 
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nance  it.     He  well  knew  the  ufual  arts  of  fe- 
duccrs.     They  were  ready  always  to  avail  them- 
felves  of  the  feeming  countenance  of  Apoftks  or 
apoftolical  men,  and  thence  to  take  an  opportu- 
nity of  ftrengthening  themfclves,    and  diffufing 
their  poifon.     Such  has  been  their  conduft  in  ali 
ages.     Having  no  ground  of  their  own  to  (land 
on,  they  continually  endeavoured  to  reft  on  the 
authorities  of  this  or  that  great  man,  of  allowed 
evangelical   refpeftability.     Their  artful  conduft^ 
clothed  with  the  pretence  of  Charity,  points  out 
to  the  real  friends  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  what  they 
ought  to  do,  from  motives  of  real  benevolence  to 
mankind,  patiently  to  bear  the  odious  charge  of 
bigotry,  and  to  take  every  opportunity  of  tefti- 
fying  their  abhorrence  of  their  views.     Humanly 
fpeaking,  I  fee  not  how  Divine  Truth  is  to  be 
fupported  in  the  world,  but  by  this  procedure  ; 
and  I  fcruple  not  to  fay,  that  St.  John's  conduft 
appears  not  only  defenfible,    but  laudable,  and 
worthy  the  imitation  of  al}  chriftians.     And  it  is 
agreeable  to  what  he  himfelf  declares.     He  fays 
in  one  of  his  fhort  epiftles,  addreffed  to  a  chrHlian 
lady,  that  if"  any  come  to  her  houfe,  and  bring 
•*  not  the  true  dodlrine  of  the  gofpcl,  ftie  ought 
•*  not  to  receive  him,  nor  bid  him  God  fpeed,  be- 
••  caufe  to  bid  him  God  fpeed,  would  make  her 
••  partaker  of  his  evil  deeds.*'    His  menacing  lan- 
guage concerning  Diotrephes,  in  the  other  cpiftle 
to  Gaius,  breathes  what  fome  would  call  the  fame 
uncharitable  fpirit.     And   when  I  fee  St.  Paul 
ftaking  his  garment  againft  the  infidel  Jews,  and 
hear  him  faying,  "  Youp  blood  be  on  your  own 
••  heads,  I  am  clean  ;*'  and  when  I  find  him  fay- 
ing to  the  Galatians,  "  If  an  angel  from  heaven. 
•*  Ihould  preach  any  other  dodrinc,  let  him  be 
^*  accuffed^'^and  wifhing  that  they  were  even  cut  oflF 

which 
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'which  troubled  them,  I  am  prq)ared  what  to  think 
of  the  holy  John's  indignation  againft  Cerinthus. 

Indeed  the  primitive  chriftians  were  even  more 
careful  to  avoid  the  fociety  of  falfe  chriftians  than 
of  open  unbelievers.  With  the  latter  they  had  at 
times  fome  free  intercourfe,  with  the  former  rc- 
fufed  even  to  eat*.  And  we  have  already  fcco, 
how  our  Saviour  commends  the  impatience  of  the 
.  Ephefians,  who  could  not  bear  falfe  profeflbrs,  who 
had  tried  thofe  who  call  themfelvcs  "  Apoftles, 
**  and  are  not,  and  had  found  them  liars." 

It  is  one  of  the  defigns  of  this  hiftory,  to  ihcw 
the  real  condudl  of  chriftians  in  life  ;  and  the  fadt 
before  us,  of  John's  behaviourto  Cerinthus,  illut 
traces  this.  But  if  we  muft  fo  far  humour  the 
tartc  of  Socinians  and  fceptics,  as  to  allow  our- 
felves  to  doubt  of  the  truth  of  well-attefted 
fafts,  becaufe  they  contradift  the  fafliionable  tor- 
rent, we  (hall  injure  the  truth  of  hiftory,  make 
prefent  manners  the  ftandard  of  credibility,  and 
ieem  to  agree  to  a  very  abfurd  modifti  pofition, 
that  charity  is  the  fame  thing  as  humanity.  And 
I  would  a{k  any,  to  whom  the  infcftion  of  mo- 
dern manners  renders  this  reafoning  of  difficult 
digeftion,  whether  he  ftiould  more  approve  of  the 
conduft  of  one  gentleman,  who  ftiould  mix  in 
cafy  familiarity  with  a  company  of  murderers, 
or  of  another,  who  ftiould  fly  from  it  with  hor- 
ror. If  we  believe  fpiritual  murderers,  who  la- 
bour to  ruin  fouls  by  propagating  anti-chriftian 
views,  to  be  even  more  pernicious  than  the  for- 
mer, we  fliall  not  be  under  any  difficulty  to  vin* 
dicate  St.  John. 

We  have  feen  one  aftion  of  this  Apoftle  un- 
reafonably  doubted  of  in  our  times,  through  the 
prevalence  of  herefy.     Another  comes  before  us 
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loaded  vtth  the  fame  fceptical  objedions,  through 
the  prevalence  of  dcifm.  Tertullian*  tells  us^ 
that  by  order  of  Domitian  John  was  caft  into  a 
caldron  of  boiling  oiJ,  and  came  out  again  withv  . 
out  being  hurt.  This  muft  have  happened  moft 
probably  during  the  latter  part  of  his  reign. 
Tertullian  was  certainly  competent  to  relate  fuch 
a  fadb  as  this.  It  is  now  generally  difbelieved  or 
doubted.  But  why  ?  We  fee  no  miracles' in  our 
times;  but  let  the  reader  tranfport  himfelf  into 
the  firft  century,  and  he  will  fee  no  more  impro*- 
bability  in  the  nature  of  the  thing  for  this  mi- 
xacle  exerted  in  favour  of  John,  than  for  another 
in  favour  of  Paul,  recorded  in  the  laft  chapter  of 
the  Afts.  The  miracle  foftened  not  the  heart  of 
Domitian,  who  would  probably  fuppofe  the 
Apoftle  to  have  been  fortified  by  fome  magical 
incantations.  He  banifhed  him  into  the  folitary 
Iflc  of  Patmos,  where  he  was  favoured  with  the 
vifions  of  the  Apocalypfc.  After  Domitian's  death 
iie  returned  from  Patmos,  and  governed  the  Afi- 
atic  churches.  There  he  remained  till  the  time 
of  Trajan.  At  the  requeft  of  the  biihops,  he 
went  to  the  neighbouring  churches,  partly  to  or- 
dain pallors,  and  partly  to  regulate  the  congre* 
gations.  At  one  place  in  his  tour  obferving  a 
fcmarkably  handfome  young  perfon,  he  warmly 
recommended  him  to  the  care  of  a  particular  paf- 
tor.  The  young  man  was  baptized,  and  for  a 
time  lived  as  a  chriftian.  But  being  gradually^ 
corrupted  by  company,  he  became  idle,  intem- 
perate, and  at  length  fo  difhoneft,  as  to  become 
a  captain  of  a  band  of  robbers.  Some  time 
after  John  had  occafion  to  inquire  of  the 
pa(Eor  concerning  the  young  man,  who  told 
him,  that  he  was  now  dead  to  God,  and  inha«- 
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bited  a  mountain  over  againft  his  church*.  John, 
in  the  vehemence  of  his  charity,  went  to  the 
place,  and  ezpofed  himfelf  to  be  taken  by  the 
robbers.  Bring  me,  fays  he,  to  your  captain, 
^ho  beheld  him  coming.  As  foon .  as  he  Knew 
the  Apoftle,  he  was  ftruck  with  fhame  and  fled. 
The  aged  Apoftle  following  him  cried.  My  fon, 
why  flyeft  thou  from  thy  father,  unarmed  and 
4>ld?  Fear  not,  as  yet  there  remaineth  hope  of 
falvation.  Believe  me,  Chrift  hath  fent  me. 
Hearing  this,  the  young  man  ftood  ftill,  trem* 
.bled,  and  wept  bitterly.  John  prayed,  exhorted, 
and  brought  him  back  to  the  fociety  of  chriftians, 
nor  did  he  leave  him,  till  he  found  him  fully  re- 
Aored  by  Divine  Grace, 

'  Even  the  truth  of  this  ftory  has  been  queftion- 
ed  by  Bafnage.  But  as  I  know  no  reafon  for 
hefitation,  I  (hall  leave  it  with  the  ferious  reader, 
who  loves  to  behold  the  tokens  of  Grace  from  age 
•to  age  difpenfed  to  finners. 

We  have  yet  another  ftory  of  St.  John,  fliort, 
but  pleafing,  and  which  has  had  the  good  for- 
tune to  pafs  uncontradi£ted.  Being  now  very 
x)ld,  and  unable  to  fay  much  in  chriftian  aflcTm- 
blies,  "  Children,  love  one  another,"  was  his 
conftantly- repeated  fermon.  Being  afked  why  he 
told  them  only  one  thing,  he  anfwered,  that  no- 
thing elfe  was  needed.  This  ftory  refts  on  the 
fingle  teftimony  of  Jcrom,  fo  far  as  I  have  found. 
But  as  it  feems  to  fall  in  witli  the  fpirit  of  the 
age  more  than  the  others,  its  truth  is  allowed. 
We  may  hence  obferve,  how  little  regard  is 
paid  to  real  evidence  by  many  critics,  who  feem  to 
make  modern  manners  the  teft  of  hiftorical  credi- 
bility. Whatever  fad  fliews  the  fpirit  of  zeal, 
jChe  reality  of  miracles,    or  the  work  of  the 
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pivifie  Spirit  on  the  heart,  muft  be  queftioncA 
What  indicates  benevolence  alone,  muft  be  al^ 
lowed  to  ftand  its  ground.  In  truti>,  I  Ihould  be 
forry  to  have  fo  beautiful  a  ftory  called  in  quef- 
fion,  but  its  evidences  are  not  fuperior  (o  thofc 
of  the  three  former. 

John  lived  three  or  four  years  after  his  return 
to  Afia^  having  been  preferved  to  the  age  of  an 
hundred  years  for  the  benefit  of  the  Church  of 
Cbrift,  a  pattern  of  charity  anJ  goodnefs,  greater 
than  I  know  how  to  defer i be. 

Of  the  Apoftle  Barnabas  nothing  is  known, 
except  what  is  recorded  in  the  A6is.  There  we 
have  an  honourable  encomium  of  his  chara6ler,and 
a  particular  defcription  of  his  joint  labours  with 
St.  Paul.  It  is  a  great  injury  to  him,  to  apprc- 
hend  the  epiftle  which  goes  by  his  name,  to  be 
bis. 

The  work  of  Hermas,  though  probably  written 
by  the  perfon  mentioned  in  the  epiftle  to  the  Ro- 
mans, and  truly  pious,  is  yet  a  compofition  of 
inferior  merit,  nor  is  it  worth  while  to  detain  the 
reader  upon  it.  Indeed  we  have  no  ecclcfiaftical 
wdrk,  exclufive  of  the  fcriptures,  except  one, 
which  does  any  peculiar  honour  to  the  firft  cen- 
tury. To  believe,  to  fufFcr,  to  love,  not  to  write, 
was  the  primitive  tafte. 

The  work  which  I  except  is  Clement's  epiftle 
to  the  Corinthians.  This  is  he,  whom  Paul  calls 
his  fellow-labourer,  whofe  **  name  is  in  the  book  of 
*'  life*."  He  long  furvived  Paul  and  Peter,  and 
was  no  doubt  a  blefling  to  the  Roman  church, 
over  which  he  prefided  nine  years.  Hist  epiftle 
was  read  in  many  primitive  churches,  and  was 
admired  exceedingly  by  the  antients.  It  has  a 
JTimplicity  and  a  plainnefs,  not  eafily  reliOied  by  a 
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fyftematic  modem,  but  which  has  a  wonderful 
depth  of  holinefs  and  wifdom.  A  few  quotations 
relating  to  its  hiftory,  its  doctrine,  and  its  fpirit, 
will  not  improperly  clofe  this  account  of  the  paf- 
tors  of  the  firft  century. 

Its  hiftory  will  bring  again  to  our  view  the 
church  of  Corinth,  which  we  have  already  fecn 
diftra61:ed  with  fchifms  and  contentions,  and  more 
than  any  other  primitive  church,  difgracing  its 
high  calling  with  fecular  ambition.  From  the 
teftimony  of  Clement  it  appears,  that  St.  Paul's 
two  epiftlcs  had  been  abundantly  ufefu),  and  that 
he  had  reafon  to  rejoice  in  the  confidence  which 
he  repofcd  in  the  fincerity  of  profeffion,  which 
prevailed  in  many  of  them,  notwithftanding  thefe 
evils.  The  account  which  he  gives  of  their  good 
fituation,  mayjuftly  be  confidered  as  the  proper 
fruit  of  apoftolical  admonitions.  "  What  ftran* 
**  gers  that  came  among  you,  did  not  take  ho- 
^^  nourable  notice  once  of  the  firmnefs  and  fulnefs 
^  of  your  faith  ?  Who  of  them  did  not  admire 
**  the  fobriety  and  gentlcnefs  of  ^our  godly  fpirit 
"  in  Chrift  ?  Who  did  not  extol  the  liberal  prac- 
*'  tice  of  your  chriftian  hofpitality?  How  ad- 
'*  mirable  was  your  fognd  and  mature  knowledge 
"  of  divine  things }  Ye  were  wont  to  do  all 
"  things  without  refpeft  to  perfons,  and  ye  walk- 
^'  ed  in  the  ways  of  God  in  due  fubjeftion  to  your 
"  paftors,  and  fubmitting  yourfelves  the  younger 
"  to  the  elder.  Ye  charged  young  men  to  attend 
**  to  the  gravity  and  moderation  becoming  the 
*'  chriftian  charafter;  young  women  to  difcharse 
^*  their  duties  with  a  blamelefs,  holy,  and  chafte 
**  confcicntioufnefs,  loving  their  huft>ands  with 
**  all  fuitable  tendernefs  and  fidelity,  and  to  guide 
'*  the  houfe  in  all  fobernefs  and  gravity.  Then 
^  ye  aU  (hewed  an  humble  fpirit,  void  of  boafting 
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^^  and  arrogance,  more  ready  to  obey  than  tq 
^^  command,  more  ready  to  give  than  to  receive. 
"  Content  with  the  divine  allotments,  and  attending 
**  diligently  to  his  word,  ye  were  enlarged  in  your 
**  bowels  of  love,  and  his  fufFcrings  on  the  crofs^ 
^^  were  before:  your  eyes.  Hence  a  profound  and 
^  happy  peace  was  imparted  to  you  all,  an  un- 
^*  wearied  defire  of  dping  good,  and  a  full  Out- 
**  pouring  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  was  with  you. 
^*  Full  of  holy  counfel,  in  all  readinefs  of  mind, 
^'  with  godly  affurapce  of  faith,  ye  ftretched  forth 
^^  your  hands  to  the  Lord  Almighty,  intrcating 
••  him  to  be  gracious  to  you,  if  in  any  thing  ye 
V  unwillingly  offended.  Your  care  was  day  an4 
*'  night  for  all  the  brethren,  that  the  number  of 
*'  his  eledt  might  be  faved  in  mercy  and  a  good 
**  confcience.  Ye  were  indeed  finqere  and  harm-? 
*'  lefs,  and  forgiving  one  another.  All  diffen- 
•*  fion  and  fchifm  in  the  church  was  abominably 
•*  to  you ;  ye  mourned  over  the  faults  of  your 
•'neighbours;  their  infirmities  ye  fympathized 
•*  with  as  your  o\yn  -,  ye  were  unwearied  in  all 
*'  goodnefs,  and-  ready  to  every  good  work. 
**  Adorned  with  a  venerable  and  upright  conver- 
•*  fation,  ye  performed  all  things  in  his  fear,  and 
*'  the  law  of  Gpd  w^s  written  deep  indeed  on  the 
"  tables  of  your  hearts." 

It  is  pleafing  to  fee  this  numerous  church,  of 
whom  our  Saviour  had  lb  long  ago  declared,  that 
he  had  much  people  in  this  city,  ftill  toward  the 
clqfc  of  the  century  alive  in  the  faith,  hope,  and 
charity  of  the  gofpel,  free  in  a  great  degree  from 
the  eyils,  which  had  coft  St.  Paul  fo  much  care 
and  grief,  and  preferving  the  vigour  of  true 
chriftianity.  But  hiftory  muft  be  faithful,  and 
their  decline  is  defcribed  in  the  fame  epiftlc. 
Pride  and  a  fchifmatical  fpirit,  which  have  fince 
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tarniflied  fo  many  churches,  and  which  were  evili 
particularly  Corinthian^  defaced  this  agreeable 
pifturc.     But  let  Clement  fpeak  for  himfclf : 

**  Thus  when  all  glory  and  enlargement  were 
**  given  to  you,  that  fcripturc  \vas  fulfilled,  Je- 
^^Jburun  waxed  fat  and  kicked.  Hence  envy^  ftrife, 
*'  diflenfion,  perfecucion,  diforder,  war,  and  defo- 
"  lation  have  feized  your  church.  I'be  child  has 
*'  behaved  bimfelf  proudly  againft  ihe  antiint^  and  the 
*'  kafi  againft  the  homurabk^  the  mean  againft  the 
"  eminent^  and  ihe  fooliftj  againft  the  wife.  Hence 
"  righteoufnefs  and  peace  are  far  from  you,  be- 
"  caufc  ye  all  leave  the  fear  of  God,  and  your 
"  fpi ritual  fight  is  become  too  dim  to  be  guided 
'*  by  the  faith  of  the  gofpeL  Ye  walk  not  in  his 
**  ordinances,  nor  walk  worthy  of  the  Lord  Chrift, 
*^  but  ye  all  walk  too  much  according  to  your 
*'  own  evil  luftsj  nourifhing  and  chcrifliing  a  ma- 
^*  lignanc  fpi  r  it  of  envy,  by  which  the  fir  ft  death 
**  came  into  the  world*" 

The  fchifm  pregnant  with  fo  many  evils  gave 

occafion  to  this  epiftlc.     It  feems  the  ditlrai^ed 

cihurch  afked  counfel  of  the  church  of  Rome,  and 

lier  venerable  paftor  wrote  this  epiftle  in  confe- 

€quence  of  their  requeft.     He  apologizes  indeed 

for  the  delay  of  writing,  which  he  imputes  to  the 

^fBii5i:ions  and  diftreirfs  which  befel  the  church  of 

Home,  muft  probably  on  account  of  Domirian'^ 

perfccution,  the  letter  itfelf  being  written  about 

the  year  94.     In  thefe  times  the  fin  of  fchifm  was 

looked  on  with  the   greateft   horror.      Clement 

calls  the  promoters  of  it  '*  the  haughty  diforderly 

**  leaders  of  the  abominable  fchifm/*     It  is  no 

trifling  evil,  which  men  incur,   by  precipitately 

giving  up  themfelvcs  to  the  will  of  thofe,  whofc 

aim   is  ftrife,  and  the  advancement  of  a  feft  or 

party,  jiot  the  intereft  of  godlincfs.     He  fpeaks 
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af  tho{e,  who  talk  of  peace  with  thrir  lips,  white 
their  conduft  (hews,  that  they  love  to  break  the 
unit jr  of  the  church,  like  thofe  hypocrites,  who 
draw  nigh  to  "  the  Lord  with  their  lips,  while 
*«  their  heart  rs  far  from  him.** 

The  attentive  reader  cannot  butobferve,  how 
irmch  of  the  fame  evil  in  our  days  prevails  to  the 

freat  injury  of  real  piety,  and  yet  how  little  it  is 
epiored,  rather  how  encouraged  and  promoted  by 
fpccious  reprefentations  of  liberty,  of  the  right  of 
private  judgment,  of  ajuft  contempt  of  implicit 
faith,  and  pleas  of  confcience.  Yet  it  is  certain, 
that  thefe  things  have  their  weight,  and  ought  "to 
be  moft  ferioufly  attended  to,  when  we  are  really 
called  on  in  the  path  of  duty.  It  is  not  my  pro- 
vince to  explain  the  middle  path  in  this  fubjeft, 
but  it  is  certain,  that  modern  evangelical  churches 
^re  far  gone  into  the  vicious  extreme  of  fchifm. 

Vera  rerum  vocahula  amtfmus.     Sallust. 

To  encourage  feparations  from  faithful  paftors, 
ought  to  be  the  fhame,  but  it  is  the  glory  of 
many.  And  perhaps  an  humble  fpirit  will  from 
Clement  himfelf  acquire  fufficient  inftruftion, 
how  to  difcriminate  the  fpirit  of  confcientious 
zeal  from  that  of  fchifm,  and  to  know  when  they 
ought  not  to  feparate  from  the  church  to  which 
they  belong.  '*  The  Apoftles,  fays  he,  with  the 
•'  greateft  care  ordained  the  rulers  of  the  church, 
*'  and  delivered  a  rule  of  fuccefTion  in  future, 
♦^  that  after  their  deceafe  other  approved  mep 
"  might  fucceed.  Thofe  then  who  were  ordained 
•*  by  them,  or  in  fucccflion  by  other  choice  rulers 
**  of  the  church,  with  the  approbation  and  con- 
^*  currence  of  the  whole  church,  and  who  in  a 
**  blamclefs  condud  have  miniftered  to  the  flock 
^*  of  Chrift  in  humility,  who  for  a  feries  of  years 

**  hav^; 
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^^  hare  been  wA\  reported  of  by  all  men,  theft 
*•  we  think  it  uftrighteous  to  deprive  of  tl^e  mi- 
«*  luftry.  Nor  is  it  a  fin  of  fmaU  magnitude,  to 
•'  rjcdt  from  th^  facred  office,  rpcn  whofe  miniftry 
*^  bath  been  thus  blamelefs  and  holy.  Happy 
•*  ihofe  prcibyters,  who  havefiniflied  their  courfc, 
•*  departing  in  peace,  and  in  the  fruitful  difchargc 
**  of  their  office.  They  at  Icaft,  remote  from 
**  envy  and  faction,  are  not  fubjeft  to  popular 
^*  caprice,  nor  expofed  to  the  danger  of  out- living 
**  the  sjAFeftions  of  their  flock,  and  their  own 
•*  fruitfulnefs.  We  fee  with  grief,  brethren,  that 
•*  yc  have  deprived  of  the  miniftry  fomc  of  your 
*•  godly  paftors,  whofe  labours  for  your  fouls  dcr 
^*  terved  a  diflTerent  treatment.*^  And  he  goes  orj 
to  fhew^  that  godly  men  in  fcripturc,  **  were  per- 
*•  fecuted,  but  by  the  wicked,  were  imprifoned, 
•*  but  by  the  unholy,  were  (toned,  but  by  the  ehe- 
♦•  roies  of  God,  were  murdered,  but  by  the  pro- 
•*  fane.  Was  Daniel  caft  into  the  den  of  lions 
«'  by  men  who  feared  God  ?  Were  Shadrach, 
«•  Meihach,  and  Abednego  caft  into  the  midil  of 
^*  the  burning  fiery  furnace,  by  men  who  wor- 
^*  (hipped  the  Moft  High  ?" 

WhaC  the  fin  of  fchifm  is,  in  what  manner  the 
Corinthians  were  guilty  of  it,  and  how  far  all 
this  is  applicable  to  the  cafe  of  churches  at  this 
day,  will  need  no  comment.  He  afterwards  re- 
nf>inds  them  of  their  former  guilt  in  St.  Paul's 
time.  "  Do  take  up  the  writings  of  the  bleflfed 
**  Apoftle,  what  did  he  fay  to  you  in  the  begin- 
•*  lirng  of  the  gofpel  ?  Truly,  by  Divine  Infpira- 
"  tion^  he  gave  you  diredlions  concerning  himfelf, 
*'  and  Cephas,  and  Apollos,  becaufe  even  then 
••  ye  were  fplitting  into  parties.  But  your  party- 
^^  fpirit  had  then  lefs  evil  in  it,  becaufe  it  was 
**  exercifed  toward^  Apoftles  of  eminent  hdinefs, 
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•*  and  towards  one  much  approved  of  by  them* 
^  But  now  confidcr  who  they  are  that  have  fub- 
^*  verted  you,  and  broken  the  bonds  of  brotherly 
•*  love.  They  are  fhameful  things,  brethren, 
•*  very  fhameful :  Oh  tell  it  not  on  chriftian 
**  ground,  that  the  antient  and  flourifliing  church 
••  of  Corinth  has  fallen  out  with  their  paftors^ 
?*  from  a  weak  partiality  for  one  or  two  perfons^. 
•*  This  rumour  hath  not  only  reached  us  chrif- 
^  tians,  but  is  fpread  anK>ng  infidels,  fo  that  the 
**  name  of  God  is  blafphemed  through  your  folly, 
f^  and  your  own  fpiritual  health  is  endangered 
**  indeed."  After  exhorting  them  with  much 
pathos  to  heal  the  breaches,  he  toward  the 
plofe  befceches  them  "  to  fend  back  our  meffen- 
*•  ger$  (hortly  in  peace  with  joy,  that  they  may 
"  quickly  bring  us  the  news  of  your  concord, 
**  which  we  fo  ardently  long  for,  that  we  may 
^  fpeedily  rejoice  on  your  account."  What  cf- 
fc&  this  had  on  the  Corinthians,  we  know  not* 
Yet  I  repent  not  of  quoting  fo  much  of  the 
cpiftle,  as  may  (hew  the  whole  hiftory  of  the 
fchifm.  The  fpirit  of  declenfion  from  fimple 
chriftianity,  and  the  way  by  which  the  Spirit  of 
God  is  commonly  provoked  to  depart  from 
churches  once  flourifhing  in  holinefs,  is  well  de- 
fcribed.  Human  nature  we  fee  too  to  have  been 
always  the  fame.  And  a  (landing  admonition  is 
afforded  to  chriftian  churches  to  beware  of  that 
nice,  faftious,  and  licentious  fpirit,  which,  under 
pretence  of  fuperior  difcernmcnt  and  regard  for 
liberty  of  confcience,  has  often  broken  the  bonds 
of  peace,  and  fomctimes  fubjeded  the  bcft  of 
paftors  to  fuffer  from  a  people  profeffing  godli- 
ijefs,  what  might  have  been  expcfted  only  from 
Derfons  altogether  impious  and  profane. 
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He  occafionally  introduces  alfo  a  piece  of  hid 
tory^  which  I  need  not  apologize  for  giving  the 
reader.  *'  Set  before  your  eyes  the  holy  Apoftles* 
••  Through  envy  Peter  underwent  a  variety  of  af- 
"  fii&ions,  and  having  fufFcrcd  martyrdom,  went 
**  to  the  due  place  of  glory.  Through  envy 
^  Paul  obtained  at  length  the  reward  of  his  pa« 
•*  cience,  having  fevcn  times  been  caft  into 
*^  chains,  being  fcourged,  ftoned,  having  preach- 
•*  cd  the  gofpel  in  the  caft  and  the  weft,  he  ob- 
^*  tained  a  good  report  through  faith,  preaching 
•*  righteoufnefs  through  the  world  to  the  utmoft 
•*  bounds  of  the  weft ;  and  fuffering  martyrdom 
•*  from  princes,  he  left  this  world,  and  reached 
•'  the  (hore  of  a  bleflcd  immortality,  the  moft 
*'  eminent  pattern  of  thofe  who  fufFer  for  righte- 
••  Gufnefs'  fake.  Through  the  godly  converwtion 
••  and  labours  of  thefe  men,  a  great  multitude  of 
•*  the  eledt  was  gathered  together,  who  through 
"  envy  were  afflifted  with  cruel  torments,  and 
*'  obtained  a  good  report  through  faith  among 
*'  us.  Through  the  fame  evil  principle,  even 
**  women  among  us  have  fuftained  the  moft  cruel 
**  and  unrighteous  fufFcrings,  and  finiflied  in  pa- 
•*  ticnt  faith  their  courfe,  and  received,  notwith- 
**  ftanding  the  weaknefs  of  their  fex,  the  prize  of 
**  chriftian  heroes." 

The  nature  of  the  epiftle  being  pradlical,  and 
thofe  to  whom  it  was  written  not  being  corrupted 
in  their  fentiments,  much  of  do£trine  in  any  ac- 
curate method  is  not  to  be  expedted.  Yet  we 
may  fee  the  fundamentals  of  godlinefs.  Salvation 
only  by  the  blood  of  Chrift,  the  neceffity  of  re- 
pentance in  all  men,  becaufe  all  men  are  guilty 
before  God,  thefe  he  fuppofes  and  burlds  on  con- 
tinually. **  Let  us  ftedfaftly  behold  the  blood  of 
^  Chrift^  and  fee  how  precious  it  is  in  the  fight 
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^  of  God,  which  being  Aed  for  our  ikWation, 
**  hath  procured  the  Grace  of  Repentance /for  aH 
*•  the  world.'* 

And  the  nature  and  neccffity  of  lively  fahh,  as 
ttiprtnciple  of  all  true  goodnefs  and  happinefs, 
and  perfeftly  diltinft  from  the  dead  hiftorical  af- 
fcm,  with  which  it  is  by  many  fo  unhappily 
confounded,  is  well  illuftrated  in  the  cafe  of 
Lot's  wife.  "  She  had  another  fpirit,  another 
*'  heart ;  hence  fhe  wa^  made  a  monument 
^'  of  the  Lord's  indignation,  a  pillar  of  (alt  to  this 
^*  day,  that  all  the  earth  in  all  generations  may 
•'  know,  that  the  double-minded,  who  ftagger  at 
•*  the  promifcs  of  God,  and  diftruft  the  power  of 
**  Grace  in  unbelief^  fhall  obtain  nothing  of  the 
"  Lord,  but  the  fignal  difplay  of  his  vengeance.** 

The  Divine  Dignity  and  Glory  of  our  Saviour, 
is  well  defcribed  in  thcfe  words.  "  Our  Lord 
**  Jefus  Chrift,  the  Sceptre  of  the  Majefty  of 
•*  Godj  came  not  in  the  pomp  of  arrogance  or 
^^  pride,  though  who  can  underftand  the  thun* 
*'  der  of  his  power  ?  But  he  was  meek  and 
*'  lowly." 

The  dodrine  of  eleftion  runs  remarkably 
through  the  epiftle,  in  conneftion  with  holinefs, 
as  the  icripturc  always  dates  it.  A  pafiage  may 
properly  be  quoted  here,  to  fhew  that  it  was  a 
primitive  doftrine,  and  made  ufe  of  for  the  pro- 
motion of  an  holy  life.  "  Let  us  go  to  him  in 
"  fan&ification  of  heart,  lifting  up  holy  hands  to 
*'  him,  influenced  by  the  love  of  our  gracious 
*'  and  compafTionate  Father,  who  hath  made  us 
*'  by  his  election  his  peculiar  people.  Since 
**  therefore  we  are  the  eleft  of  God,  holy  and  be- 
**  loved,  let  us  work  the  works  of  holinefs." 

The  diftinguifhing  do&rine  of  chriftianity, 
without  which  indeed  the  gofpel  is  a  mere  name, 
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and  incapable  of  confoling  iinncrs^  h  dcrjbihfi 
juftification  by  the  Grace  of  Chrift  through  faith 
alone.  See  a  teftimony  to  it  in  this  author.  It 
defcrves  to  be  diftindtly  remembered,  as  an  un- 
equivocal teftimony  of  the  faith  of  the  primitive 
church. 

^  All  thcfe  (he  is  fpealdng  of  thcOld  Teftament 
*•  fathers)  were  magnified  and  honoured,  not 
•*  through  themfclvcs,  not  through  their  works, 
•*  not  through  the  righteous  deeds  which  they 
"  performed,  but  through  his  will.  And  we  alfo 
**  by  his  will  being  called  in  Chrift  Jcfus,  are 
•*  juftrficd  not  by  ourfelves,  nor  by  our  wifdom, 
•*  or  underftanding,  or  godlinefs,  or  by  the  works 
**  which  we  have  wrought  in  holinefs  of  heart, 
•*  but  by  faith,  by  which  the  Almighty  hath 
••  juftified  all^  who  are  or  have  been  juftified  from 
**  the  beginning." 

His  quick  perception  of  the  common  objeftion, 
what  need  then  of  good  works  ?  His  ready  anfwer 
to  it,  and  his  manner  of  flating  the  necefTity  of  good 
works,  and  of  placing  them  on  their  proper 
bafis,  (hew  how  deeply  he  had  ftudied,  and  how 
cxquifitely  he  felt  St.  Paul's  dodrines.  **  But 
•*  what  then  ?  Shall  we  negleft  good  works  ? 
•*  Does  it  follow  from  hence,  that  we  (hould  leave 
•*  vthe  law  of  loving  obedience  ?  God  forbid  •,  let 
**  us  rather  haften  with  all  earneftnefs  of  mind  to 
•*  every' good  work;  for  the  Lord  himfelf  re- 
**  joices  in  his  works.  Having  fuch  a  pattern, 
•*  how  ftrenuouQy  (hould  we  follow  his  will,  and 
•*  work  the  works  of  righteoufncfs  with  all  our 
**  might." 

The  doftrine  of  the  Spirit*s  work  on  the  heart, 
and  of  the  experience  of  his  confolations  in  the 
ioul,  which  in  our  days  is  (6  generally  charged 
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with  enthufiafm^  appears  from  the  following  pa(^ 
fage: 

**  How  bleiTed,  how  amazing  the  gifts  of  God, 
^*  beloved !  Life  in  immortality,  fplendor  in 
**  rightcoufnefs,  truth  in  liberty,  faith  in  affu- 
*'  ranee,  fobriety  in  holinefs!  And  thus  far  in  this 
•'  life  we  know  experimentally.  If  the  earhefts 
•*  of  the  Spirit  be  fo  precious,  what  muflT  be  the 
*'  things  which  God  hereafter  hath  prepared  for 
"  them  that  wait  for  him  ?" 

I  forbear  to  quote  his  views  of  the  refurredion, 
and  his  beautiful  manner  of  fupporting  the  doc- 
trine by  the  analogy  of  nature,  after  the  manner  of 
St.  Paul.  His  mi  (take  in  applying  the  ftory  of  the 
Arabian  Phoenix  has  been,  I  think,  too  fevepely 
cenfured..  None  in  truth  ought  to  cenfure  it  as  « 
blemiOi,  except  thofe  who  can  fo  much  compliment 
their  own  fagacity,  as  to  fay,  that  they  in  like  cir- 
cumllances  would  not  have  done  the  fame.  Had 
the  fad:  been  true,  it  doubtlefs  would  have  afford- 
ed an  happy  illuftration  of  the  dodrine  of  a  refur-* 
redion.  It  was  a  ftory  generally  believed  in  his 
days.  Thkt  Clement  believed  it,  is  no  proof  of 
weaknefs  of  judgment}  it  only  {hews,  that  the 
epiftle  is  not  properly  infpired. 

What  men  are  by  nature,  how  dark  and  mi- 
ferable,  what  by  converting  grace  in  the  renewal 
of  tbe  underftanding,  is  thus  exprcffcd  : 

*'  Through  him,  that  is  Jefus  Chrift,  let  us 
**  behold  the  glory  of  God  Ihining  in  his  face  ; 
"  through  him  the  eyes  of  our  hearts  were  open- 
"  ed ;  through  him  our  underftanding,  dark  and 
"  foollfh  as  it  was,  riles  again  into  his  marvellous 
*'  light ;  through  him  the  Lord  would  have  us  to 
"  talle  of  immortal  knowledge.'* 

This  epiftle  feems  to  come  as  near  to  apofto- 
lical  fimplicity,  as  any  thing  we  have  on  record. 
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The  illuftration  of  its  fpirit would  (hew  this  abun- 
dantly. It  is  difficult  to  do  this  by  fingle  paf- 
iages.  A  temper  fo  heavenly,  meek,  holy,  cha*- 
ritable,  patient,  yet  fervent,  pious,  and  humble^ 
runs  through  the  whole.  Take  a  fentence  or  two 
by  way  of  fpecimen. 

**  Chrift  is  their's,  who  are  poor  in  fpirit,  and 
'  lift  not  up  themfelves  above  the  Hock,  but  are 
content  to  be  low  in  the  church." — "  Let  us 

*  obey  our  fpiritual  pallors,  and  honour  our  elders, 

*  and  let  the  younger  be  difciplined  in  the  fear  of 
God.     Let  our  wives  be  direded  to  what  is 

*.good,  to  follow  chaftity,  modefty,  meeknefs, 
'^fiiKcrity.     Let  them  evidence  their  power  of 

*  felf-government  by  their  filence,  and  let  them 
Ihew  love  not  in  the  fpirit  of  a  fedt  or  party, 
but  to  all  who  fear  God.'*     Again,  "  Let  not 

'  the  ftrong  dcfpife  the  weak^  and  let  the  weak 
reverence  the  ftrong.  Let  the  rich  communi- 
'  cate  to  the  poor,  and  let  the  poor  be  thankful 

*  to  God,  for  thofe  through  whom   their  wants 

*  are  fupplied.     Let  the  wife  exert  his  wifdom, 

*  not  merely  in  words,  but  in  good  works.     Let 

*  the  humble  prove  his  humility,  not  by  teftify- 
ing  of  himfelf  how  humble  he  is,  but  by  a 

'  condudt,  that  may  occafion  others  to  give  tef- 
timony  to  h\m  ;  let  not  the  chaftc  be  proud  of 
his  chaftity,  knowing  that  from  God   he  has 

*  received  the  gift  of  continency."     *'  Have  we 

*  not  all  one  God,  one  Chrift,  one  Spirit  of  Grace 

*  poured  upon  us,  and  one  calling  in  Chrift  ? 
'  Why  do  wc  feparate  and  diftraft  the  members 
'of  Chrift,  and  fight  againft  our  own  body,  and 
'  are  come  to  fuch  an  height  of  madiiefs,  as  to 

*  forget  that  we  «re  members  one  of  another." 

"  Is  any  among  you  ftrong-in  faith,  mighty  in 

**  knowledge,    gifted  in  utterance,  judicious  in 
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"  doftrines,  and  pure  in  conduft  !  The  more  he 
**  appears  exalted  a^ove  others,  the' more  need  has 
**  he  to  be  poor  in  fpirit,  and  take  care,  that  he 
**  look  not  to  his  own  things,  but  that  he  ftudy 
**  to  promote  the  common  good  of  the  church," 

*'  Every  one,  whofe  heart  has  any  good  degree 
**  of  the  fear  and  love,  which  is  the  refult  of  our 
"  common  hope,  had  rather  that  he  himfelf  be 
"  expofed  to  cenfure  than  his  neighbours  ;  and 
*'  had  rather  condemn  himfelf,  than  break  that 
**  beautiful  bond  of  brotherly  love,  which  is  de- 
**  livered  to  us." 

After  preffing  the  beautiful  example  of  the 
charity  orMofcs  recorded  in  the  book  of  Exo- 
dus*, he  fays,  "  who  of  you  has  any  generofity 
"  of  fentiment,  or  bowels  of  compaffion,  or  ful- 
"  nefs  of  love  ?  Let  him  fay,  if  the  ftrife  and 
**  fchifm  be  on  my  account,  twill  depart,  where- 
**  ever  you  pleafe,  and  perform  whatever  the 
'  **  church  (hall  require.  Only  let  Chrift*s  flock 
"  live  in  peace  with  their  fettled  paftors^  Surely 
"the  Lord  will  fmile  on  fuch  a  charafter." 

III.  The  reader  will  not  expeft  that  I  fhould 
folicitoufly  regifter  the  names,  and  record  the 
opinions  and  afts  of  thofe,  who  are  commonly 
called  heretics.  I  have  only  to  view  them  in  one 
fmgle  light,  as  they  deviated  from  the  fpirit  of 
the  Gofpel.  Let  us  keep  in  view  what  it  really 
is.  The  fimple  faith  of  Chrift  as  the  only  Saviour 
of  loft  finnersy  and  the  cfFeitual  influences  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft  in  recovering  fouls  altogether  depraved 
by  fin,  thefe  are  the  leading  ideas. 

When  theouc-pouring  of  the  Spirit  began,  thefe 
things  were  taught  with  power,  and  no  fentiments 
which  militated  againft  them,  could  be  fupporterf 
for  a  moment.     As,  through  the  prevalence  of 
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humdn  corruption  and  the  crafts  of  Satan,  the 
love  of  the.  truth  was  leffened,  herefies  and 
various  abules  of  the  Gofpel  appeared  ;  and  in 
eftimating  them,  we  may  form  fome  idea  of  the 
declenfion  toward  the  end  of  the  century,  which 
doubtlefs  was  nor  confined  to  the  Jewifh  Church, 
but  appears  in  a  meafure  to  have  affefted  the  Gen- 
tile^ alfo. 

The  epiftolary  part  of  the  New  Teftament  af- 
fords but  too  ample  proof  of  corruptions.  The 
Apoftle  Paul  guards  the  Romans  againft  falfe 
teacher^,  one  mark  of  whofe  charafter  was,  "  that 
by  good  words  and  fair  fpecches  they  deceive  the 
hearts  of  the  fimple*/'  Corinth  was  full  of  evils 
of  this  kind.  There  falfe  apoftles  transformed 
thcmfelves  into  the  appearance  of  real  ones.  The 
Jewilh  evilof  felf-righteonfnefs,  which  threatened' 
the  deftruftion  of  the  Galatian  church,  has  been 
diftinftly  confidered.  Many  Chriftians,  fo  called, 
**  walked  as  enemies  of  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  whofe 
*'  end  was  deftruftion,  whofe  god  was  their  belly, 
"  whofe  glory  was  in  their  fhame,  who  minded 
"  earthly  things f.**  So  Paul  tells  the  Philippians, 
and  with  tears  of  charity. 

That  amazing  mafs  of  aufterities  and  fuperfti* 
tions,  by  which  in  after-ages  the  purity  of  the 
faith  was  fo  clouded,  and  that  felf-righteoufnefs 
which  fuperfeded  men's  regard  to  the  mediation 
of  Jefus,  and  the  glory  of  Divine  Grace,  were  be- 
ginning,  even  in  the  Apoftle's  days,  as  the  epiitle, 
to  the  Coloflians  (hewS. 

The  prophecy  of  Antichrift,  in  the  firft  epiftlc 
of  Timothy,  chapter  the  fourth,  exprefsly  inti- 
mates, that  its  fpirit  had  already  commenced  by 
the  exceffive  valuation  of  celibacy  and  abftinencc. 
And  the  corrupt  mixtures  of  vain  philofophy  had 
K  2  already 
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already  fcduced  fome  from  the  faith.  Under  the 
gradual  increafe  of  thefe  evils,  a  meaner  tafte  was 
formed,  in  feveral  churches  at  leaft,  who  could 
even  bear  to  admire  fuch  injudicious  writers  a». 
Hermas  and  thePfeudo.  Barnabas,  *  Peter,  and 
Judef,  have  graphically  defcribed  fome  horrible 
enormities  of  nominal  chriftians,  little  if  at  all 
inferior  to  the  mod  fcandalous  eruptions  of  the 
fame  kind  in  thefe  latter  ages.  The  fpirit  of 
fcbifm  we  have  feen  again  breaking  out  in  the 
church  of  Corinth.  But  let  us  obfcrvc  more  dif- 
tindlly  the  heretical  opinions^  of  the  firft  Century. 

Ecclefiaftical  hiftorians,  who  have  pafled  by  the 
moft  glorious  fcenes  of  real:  chriftianity,  have  yc« 
with  minute  accuracy  given  us  the  lifts  of  heretics^ 
fubtilizcd  by  rtrfined  fubdivifions  without  tmd^ 
It  feems  more  ufeful  to  obferve  them,  as  they 
ftand  contradiftinguiflied  to  that  faith  which  was 
once  delivered  to  the  faints.  Tertullian  reduces 
the  herefies  in  the  apoftolic  times  to  two,  the 
Docetae  and  the  Ebionites.  Theodoret  alfo  gives- 
the  fame  account  of  them. 

Of  the  inftruments  of  Satan  in  thefe  things^  Si- 
mon, who  had  been  rebuked  by  Peter  in  Samaria,^ 
was  the  moft  remarkable,  the  father  of  theGnoftics 
or  Docetaf,  and  of  a  number  of  heretical  opinions- 
and  praftices  of  the  firft  century.  However  ob» 
fcurc  the  hiftory  of  SinKMi  himfelf  may  be,  the 
leading  opinions  of  the  Docetae  are  obvious 
enough.  They  held,  that  the  Son  of  God  had  no 
proper  humanity,  and  that  he  died  only  in  ap- 
pearance on  the  crofs.  Ccrinthus  allowed  hinv 
a  real  human  nature,  but  fuppofed,  that  Chrift, 
whom  yet  all  the  heretics  looked  on  as  properly 
inferior  to  the  fupreme  God,  defcending  fronv 
heaven^  united  himfelf  to  the  man  Jefus. 

The 

♦  1  P«t.    t  Judft'i  EpifUt. 
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The  Ebionites  were  not  much  different  from 
the  Cerinthians  ;  they  removed  the  appearance 
of  myltcry  from  the  fubjetl:,  for  the  moft  part 
looked  on  Jefus  Chrift  as  a  mere  man  born  of 
Mary  and  her  hulband,  though  a  man  of  a  moft 
excellent  charafter.  Whoever  think.<  it  needful 
to  examine  thefe  things  more  nicely,  may  confult 
Irensus.  The  account  of  Ebton  is  in  Eufebius, 
Ihort,  but  fufficiently  clear. 

It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  with  fuch  low 
ideas  of  the  Redeemer's  pcrfon,  the  Ebionites  dc;- 
nied  the  virtue  of  his  atoning  blood,  and  laboured 
to  eftablifti  juftification  by  the  works  of  the  law. 
Their  rcjeftion  of  the  divine  authority  of  St. 
Paul's  epiftles,  and  accufation  of  him  as  an  An- 
tinomian,  naturally  arife  from  their  fyftem.  Ter- 
tullian  tells  us,  that  this  was  a  Jewifli  feft,  and 
their  obfervance  of  JewiQi  rites  demonftrates  that 
he  is  right  in  the  obfervation. 

Thefe  two  heretical  fchemes,  the  one  oppofing 
the  humanity  of  Chrift,  the  other  annihilating 
the  divinity,  were  the  inventions  of  men  lean- 
ing to  their  own  under  ft  and  ings,  and  unwilling 
to  admit  the  great  myftery  of  godlinefs,  God 
manifcft  in  the  flefh.  The  primitive  chriftians 
held,  that  the  Redeemer  was  both  God  and  man, 
equally  poflcffed  of  the  real  properties  of  both 
natures,  and  no  man,  willing  to  take  his  creed 
from  the  New  Teftament,  ever  thought  otherwife; 
the  proofs  of  both  natures  in  one  perfon,  Chcift 
Jefus,  being  pretty  equally  diffufed  through  the 
facred  books.  One  verfe  in  the  ninth  chapter 
to  the  Romans,  the  fifth,  exprcfling  both,  would 
confound  all  the  critical  powers  of  heretics,  and 
therefore  forces  them,  on  the  flighteft  grounds, 
to  have  recourfe  to  their  ufual  method  of  fuf- 
K  3  pcdUng 
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pcfting  the  foundnefs  of  the  facrcd  Text.  The 
only  difficulty  in  this  fubjeft  is,  for  man  to  b^ 
brought  to  believe  on  divine  authority  that  doc^ 
trine,  the  grounds  of  which  he  cannot  compre- 
hend. Though  we  have  juft  as  good  realbn  to 
doubt  the  union  of  foul  and  body  in  man,  from 
our  equal-ignorance  of  the  bond  of  that  union, 
yet  proud  men,  unacquainted  with  that  internal 
mifery  and  depravity  of  our  nature,  which  renders 
a  complete  character  like  that  of  Chrift,  fo  di- 
vinely fuitable  to  their  wants,  and  fo  exadlly  pro- 
per to  mediate  between  God  and  man,  were  foon 
willing  to  oppofe  the  dodtrine  of  the  Incarnation  of 
Jefus  5  and  as  there  were  two  ways  of  doing  this, 
by  taking  ^way  one  or  other  of  the  two  natures, 
we  fee  at  once  the  origin  of  the  two  feds  before 
us.  And  the  doftrine  of  the  atonement  was  op- 
pofcd  by  both,  by  the  Pocetas,  in  their  denial  of 
the  real  human  nature  of  Jefus,  and  by  the 
Ebionitcs  in  their  denial  of  the  Divine  Nature, 
which  ftamps  an  infinite  value  on  his  fgfierings. 

Such  were  the  perverfions  of  the  doftrines  of 
the  incarnation  and  atonement  of  the  Son  of  God. 
Nor  did  the  doftrine  of  juftification  by  faith  only, 
which  St.  Paul  had  fo  ftrenuoufly  fupportcd, 
efcape  a  fimilar  treatment.  In  all  ages  it  has  been 
cither  fiercely  bppofed,  or  bafely  abufed.  The 
cpiftle  to  theGalatians  defcribes  the  former,  Jude's 
epiftle  the  hitter.  And  the  memoirs  of  thcfc 
heretics,  (liort  and  imperfect  as  they  are,  inform 
us  of  fome,  who  profe^fcd  an  extraordinary  degree 
of  fanftity,  to  be  abftradled  altogether  from  the 
flefh,  and  to  live  in  exceffive  abftemioufnefs. 
Others  again,  as  if  to  fupport  their  chriftian  li- 
berty, lived  in  fin  with  greedrnefs,  and  indulged 
themfclves  in  all  the  gratifications  of  fenfuality. 
Mankind  need  indeed  a  fpiritual  'illumination  and 

direftion. 
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i^ircftion,  to  improve  the  grace  of  the  gofpel  to 
the  real  intercfts  of  holincfs.     At  this  day  there 
are.thofe,  who  think  that  the  renunciation  of  all 
our  own  works  in  point  of  depcndance  muft  be 
the  de(tru(5tion  of  holincfs,  and  are  thence  led  to 
fcek  falvation   by  the  works  of  the  law  ;  while 
others,  admitting   in  words   the  grace  of  Jefus 
Chrift,   encourage   themfclves   in   fin.     A  truly 
humbled  frame,  and  a  clear  infigbt  into  the  beauty 
of  holinefs,  through  the  effedual  influence  of  the 
Divine  Spirit,  will  teach  men  to  live  by  the  faith 
of  Jefus.     The  Gentile  converts  by  the  Gnoftic 
herefy,  and  the  Jewifli  by  that  of  Ebion,  were 
confiderably  corrupted  toward  the  clofe  of  the 
century.     The  latter  indeed  of  thefe  herefies  had 
been  raifing  itfelf  gradually  for  fome  time.     We 
have  feen,  that  the  objeft  of  the  firft  council  of 
Jerufalem  was  to  guard  men  againft  the  impofition 
pf  Mofaic  obferyances,  and  to  teach  them  to  rely 
on  the  Grace  of  Chrift  alone  for  falvation.     But 
(elf-righteoufnefs  is  a  weed  of  too  quick  a  growth 
to  be  eafily  eradicated.     The  Pharifaic  Chriftians,. 
we  may  apprehend,    were  not  immediately  ad- 
vanced to  the  full  fize  of  herefy.     But  when  they 
proceeded  to  rejeft  St.  Paul's  writings,   we  may 
fairly  conclude,  that  they  fully  rejeded  the  article 
of  juftification.     A  feparation  was  made,  and  the 
Ebionircs,  as  a  diftincl  body  of  men,  deferved  the 
name  of  heretics. 

St.  Paul  indeed,  who  had  with  an  eagle's  eye 
explored  the  growing  evil,  was  now  no  more  in 
the  world.  But  the  Head  of  the  church  prolonged 
the  life  of  his  favourite  John  to  the  extreme  age 
of  an  hundred ;  and  his  authority  checked  the 
progrefs  of  heretical  pravity.  He  refided  much  at 
Ephefus,  where  Paul  had  declared,  that  grievous 
firolves  would  make  their  appearance.     Jerom 

fays. 
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fays,  that  he  wrote  his  gofpcl  at  the  dcfif:e  of  the 

bifliops   of  Afia   againft  Cerinthus   and   Ebion. 

Indeed  fuch  cxpreflions  as  thefe,  "  the  paflbvcr  a 

"  feaft  of  the  Jews,'*  and  "  that  fabbath  day  was 

^*  an  high  day,"  fecm  to  indicate,  that  the  Jcwifli 

polity  was  now  no  more,  it  not    being   natural 

to  give  fuch  explications  of  cuftoms,  except  to 

thofe,   who  had  no  opportunity  of  ocular  infpec- 

tion.     I  cannot  but   think,   that  Dr.  Lardner  in 

his  attenr)pts  to  (hew,  that  St.  John  in  his  gofpel 

had  no  intention  to  oppofe  any  particnlar  hercfies, 

has  betrayed  his  own   predilcftion   for  Socinia- 

nifm*.     In  an  affair  merely  hiftorical,  I  know 

none  whofe  judgment  and  induftry  dcferve  more 

lygard.  But  he  is  an  enemy  of  the  vital  doftrines  of 

the  gofpel,  though  as  candid  an  one  as  his  principles 

would  permit.    In  truth,  there  are  various  internal 

proofs  which  corroborate  the  teftimony  of  Jerom, 

The  very  beginning  of  his  gofpel  is  an  authcwita- 

tive  declaration  of  the  proper  Deity  of  JefusChrift. 

The  attentive  reader  cannot  but  recolleft  various 

difcourfes-  to  the  fame  purport.     The  confeffion 

of  Thomas,  after  his  refurreftion,  Itands  (ingle  in 

St.  John's  gofpel.     The  particular  pains  which  he 

takes,  to  affure  us  of  the  real  death  of  his  matter^ 

and  of  the  ifluing  of  real  blood  and  water  from 

his  wounded  lide,  are  delivered  with.an  air  of  one, 

zealous  to  obviate  the  error  of  the  Docctaj.     Nor 

can  I  underftand   his   laying  fo  great  a  ftrefs  on 

Jefus  Chrift's  coming  in  the  flefhf  in  any  other 

manner. 

While  this  Apoftle  lived,  the  heretics  were  much 

difcountenanced.     And  it  is  certain  that  Gnoftics 

and  Ebionites  were  always  looked  on  as  pcrfcftly 

diftindb  from  the  chriftian  church.  There  needs  no 

itiorc  evidence  to  prove  this,  than  their  arrangement 

by 

*  S6e  bis  fupplement  to  the  credibility  io  the  hiitory  of  St.  John. 
t  I  John  iv. 
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by  Irensus  and  Eufcbius  under  heretical  partie3« 
Doubtlefs  they  called  themfclves  chriftians,  and 
fo  do  all  heretics,  for  obvious  reafons ;  and,  for 
reafons  as  obvious,  all  who  are  tender  of  the  fun- 
damentals of  the  Gofpel  (hould  not  own  their 
right  to  the  appellation.  A  remark  or  two  may- 
be made,  betore  we  difmifs  them. 

1.  It  does  not  appear  by  any  evidence  that  1 
can  find,  that  thefe  men  were  perfecuted  for  their 
religion.  Retaining  the  chriftian  name,  and  yet  glo- 
rifying man's  righteoufnefs,  wifdom,  and  ftrengthj 
**  they  fpake  of  the  world,  and  the  world  hcarq 
•*  them."  The  Apoftlc  John,  in  faying  this,  has 
his  eye  on  the  Docctas  particularly.  In  our  own 
times  perfons  of  the  fame  (lamp  would  willingly 
ingratiate  themfclves  with  real  chriftians,  and  yet  af 
the  fame  time  avoid  the  crofs  of  Chrilt,  and  what- 
ever would  expofe  them  to  the  enmity  of  the 
world.  We  have  even  the  teftimony  of  Juftia 
Martyr,  that  Simon  was  honoured  in  the  Pagan 
world,  even  to  idolatry*.  What  ftrefs  is  laid  on 
this  circumftance  in  the  New  Teftament,  as  an 
evidence  of  the  charafters  of  men  in  religion,  is 
well  known. 

2.  If  it  be  made 'an  objection  againft  evange- 
Ileal  principles,  that  numbers  who  profefs  them 
have  run  into  a  variety  of  abufes,  pervcrfions,  and 
contentions,  we  have  feen  enough,  even  in  the 
firft  century,  of  the  fame  kind  of  evils  to  convince 
us,  that  fuch  objeftions  militate  not  againU  divine 
truth,  but  might  have  been  made  with  equal  force 
againfl  the  apoftolical  age. 

3.  A  Angular  change  in  one  refpedt  has  taken 
place  in  the  chriftian  world.  The  two  heretical 
parties  above  defcribed,  were  not  much  unlike 

thp 
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the  Arians  and  Socinians  at  this  day.  The  former 
have  the  fame  ideas  as  the  Docetae  radically, 
though  it  would  be  unjuft  to  accufe  them  of  the 
Antinomian  abominations,  which  defiled  the  fol- 
lowers of  Simon  •,  the  latter  are  the  very  counter^ 
part  of  the  Ebionites.  The  Trinitarians  were 
then  the  body  of  the  church  ;  and  fo  much  fur 
perior  was  their  influence  and  numbers,  that  the 
other  two  were  treated  as  heretics.  At  prefcnt 
the  two  parties,  who  agree  in  leflening  the  dig- 
nity of  Chrift,  though  in  an  unequal  manner,  are 
carrying  on  a  vigorous  controverfy  againft  one 
another,  while  the  Trinitarians  ^re  defpifed  by 
both  as  unworthy  the  notice  of  men  of  reafon  and 
letters.  Yet  I  fhall  beg  le^ve  to  infifl:  on  the 
neceflity  of  our  underftanding  certain  fundamental 
principles  as  neceflary  to  conftitute  the  real  gofpel. 
The  Divinity  of  Chrift,  the  atonement,  juftifica- 
tion  by  faith,  regeneration — we  have  fecn  jhefe 
to  be  the  principles  of  the  primitive  church,  and 
within  this  inclofure  the  whole  of  that  piety  which 
produced  fuch  glorious  cfFefts  has  been  confined, 
and"  it  is  worthy  the  attention  of  learned  men  to 
confider  whether  the  fame  remark  may  not  bf 
made  in  all  ages. 

ly.  Thus  have  we  feen  the  moft  aftonifhiqg 
revolution  in  the  human  mind  and  in  human  map- 
pers, that  was  ever  fecn  in  any  age,  efFefted  with- 
out any  human  power  legal  or  illegal,  and  even 
againft:  the  united  oppofition  of  all  the  powers 
then  in  the  world  ;  and  this  too  not  in  countries 
rude  or  uncivilized,  but  in  the  moft  humanized, 
the  moft  learned,  and  the  moft  poliftied  part  of 
the  globe,  within  the  Roman  empire ;  no  part  of 
which  was  exempted  from  a  fenfible  (hare  in  it§ 
<^ed:s.     This  empire,  within  the  firft  century  at 

leaft, 
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Jcaft,  feems  to  have  been  the  proper  limit  of  chrift 
tian  conquefts  .* 

If  an  infidel  or  fceptic  can  produce  any  thing 
like  this  effefted  by  other  religions,  he  may  with 
jbme  plaufibility  compare  Mahometanifm  or  anjr 
other  human  religion  with  chriftianity.  But  a$ 
the  gofpel  ftands  unrivalled  in  its  manner  of  fub- 
duing  the  minds  of  men,  the  argument  for  its 
divinity  from  its  propagation  in  the  world  ^ill 
remain  invincible. 

And  furely  every  difpaflionate  obferyer  muft 
coqfefs,  that  the  change  was  from  bad  to  good. 
No  man  will  venture  to  fay,  that  the  religious  and 
moral  principles  of  Jews  and  Gentiles,  before  their 
converfion  to  chriftianity,  were  good.  The  idola- 
tries, abon^inations,  and  ferocity  of  the  Gentile 
world  will  be  allowed  to  have  been  qot  Icfs  than 
they  are  defcribed  in  the  firft  chapter  to  the  Ro- 
mans ;  and  the  writings  of  Horace  and  Juvenal 
will  prove,  that  the  pi£ture  is  not  exaggerated. 
The  extreme  wickednefs  of  the  Jews  is  graphi- 
cally delineated  by  their  own  hiftorian,  and  is  not 
denied  by  any.  What  but  the  influence  of  God, 
gnd  an  out-pouring  of  his  Holy  Spirit  (the  firft  of 
the  kind  fince  the  coming  of  Chrift,and  the  meafure 
and  ftandard  for  regulating  our  views  of  all  fuc- 
ceeding  ones)  can  account  for  fuch  a  change  ? 
From  the  A6ts  of  the  Apoftles  and  their  Epif- 
tles,  I  have  drawn  the  greateft  part  of  the  narra- 
tive ;  but  the  little  that  has  been  added  from 
other    fources  is  not  heterogeneous.      Here   are 

thoufands 

*  (ndeed  that  France  had  any  fliare  in  the  bleflings  of  the  gofpel 
vnxhm  this  century,  can  only  be  inferred  from  the  knowledge  we 
ha?e,  that  it  was  introduced  into  Spain.  Whether  our  own  country 
was  e?aogelized  at  all  in  this  century,  is  very  doubtful.  Nor  can 
we  be  certain  that  any  miniiters  as  yet  bad  pafled  into  Africa.  Thq 
aflertioo  therefore  that  the  gofpel  had  fpread  through  the  Roman 
empire,  muft  be  underftood  with  a  few  exceptions,  though  I  think 
fcarcc  any  more  than  thofe  which  have  been  mentioned. 
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thoafands  of  men  turned  from  all  wickedncfs  to 
all  goodncfs,  many  very  fuddenly,  or  at  leaft  in  a 
ihort  fpace  of  time,  reformed  in  underftanding,  in 
inclination,  in  affeftion ;  knowing,  loving,  and 
confiding  in  God ;  from  a  (late  of  mere  felfilhnefs 
converted  into  the  pureft  philanthropifts  ;  living 
only  to  pleafe  God,  and  to  exercife  kindne^ 
toward  one  another  •,  and  all  of  them,  re- 
covering really,  what  philofophy  only  pretendecj 
to,  the  dominion  of  reafon  over  paflion,  un- 
fcignedly  fubjeft  to  their  Maker,  rejoicing  in  his 
favour  amidft  the  fevered  fufierings,  and  ferencly 
waiting  for  their  difmiffion  into  a  land  of  blifsful 
immortality.  That  all  this  muft  be  of  God,  is 
demonftrative :  but  the  inference  which  follows 
of  the  divine  authority  of  Chrift,  and  of  the 
wickednefs  and  danger  of  defpifing  or  even  neg- 
lecting him,  is  not  always  attended  to  by  thole  whq 
are  moft  concerned  in  it. 

But  the  chriftian  church  was  not  yet  in  pof- 
feflion  of  any  external  dignity  or  political  impor-^ 
tance.  No  one  nation  as  yet  was  chriftian,  though 
thoufands  of  individuals  were  fo,  but  thofe  chiefly 
of  the  middling  and  lower  ranks.  The  modern 
improvements  of  cjvil  fociety  have  taught  men 
however,  that  thefc  are  the  ftrength  of  a  nation, 
and  that  whatever  is  praife- worthy  is  far  more 
commonly  difFufed  among  them,  than  among  the 
noble  and  great.  In  the  prcfcnt  age  then  it  fhoald 
be  no  djfparagement  to  the  charafter  of  the  firft 
chriftians,  that  the  church  was  chiefly  compofcd 
of  perfons  too  low  in  life,  ro  be  of  any  weight  in 
the  defpotic  fyftem  of  government  which  theii 
prevailed.  We  have  fcen  two  perfons  of  the 
Imperial  Family  *j  and  onef  of  uncommon  genius 
and  endowments,  but  fcarce  any  more  of  the  fame 

fort, 
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fort,  CGnncflcd  wkh  chriftianity.  Wc  fhould  not 
then  be  furprized, .  that  chriftians  are  fo  little 
noticed  by  Tacitus  and  Jofephus,  intent  only  as 
they  were  on  fublunary  politics,  and  fcarce  deign- 
ing to  think  of  any  as  exifting  in  an  individual 
capacity.  Nor  is  this  itfelf  a  fmall  exemplifica- 
tion of  the  genius  of  this  religion,  deftined  to 
form  men  for  th^  next  life,  and  not  for  this. 

In  dodrine  they  all  worfhipned  the  one  living, 
and  true  God,  who  made  himSif  known  to  them 
in  three  perfons.  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft ; 
each  of  thefe  they  were  taught  to  worlhip  bythe 
very  office  of  baptifm  performed  in  the  name  of 
the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghofl:.  And 
the  whole  ceconomy  of  grace  fo  conllantly  re- 
minded them  of  their  obligations  to  the  Father* 
who  chofe  them  to  falvatipn,  to  the  Saviour  who 
died  for  them,  and  to  the  Comforter  who  fup- 
ported  and  fandified  them,  and  was  fo  clofely 
conneded  with  their  experience  and  praftiee,  that 
they  were  perpetually  incited  to  worfhip  the  Di- 
vine Three  in  One.  They  all  agreed  in  feeling 
conviftion  of  fm,  of  helplelTnefs,  of  a  ftate  of 
perdition ;  in  relying  on  the  atoning  blood,  perfeft 
righteoufnefs,  and  prevalent  intercefBon  of  Jefus, 
as  their  only  hope  of  heaven.  Regeneration  by 
the  Holy  Ghoft  was  their  common  privilege,  and 
without  his  conftant  influence  they  owned  them- 
felves  obnoxious  only  to  fin  and  vanity.  Their 
community  of  goods,  and  their  lovc-feafts%  though 
difcontinued  at  length,  probably  becaufe  found 
fmpraAicable,  demonftrated  their  fuperlative  cha- 
rity and  heavenly- mindednefs.  Yet  a  gloomy 
cloud  hung  over  the  conclufion  of  the  century. 

The  firft  impreffions  made  by  the  out-pouring 
of  the  Spirit  are  generally  the  ftrongcft  and  the 

moft 
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ttiofl:  dccifivcly  diftinfl:  from  the  fpirit  of  tM 
^orld.  But  human  depravity,  over-born  for  a 
time,  rifcs  afrefh,  particularly  in  the  next  genera- 
tion. Hence  the  difordcrs  of  fchifm  and  herefy. 
Their  tendency  is  to  deftroy  the  pure  work  of 
God.  The  firft  chriftians,  with  thepureft  charity 
to  the  perfons  of  heretics,  gave  their  errors  no 
quarter,  and  difcountenanced  them  by  every  rca- 
fonable  method.    ^ 

The  heretics,  on  the  contrary,  endeavoured  td 
unite  themfelves  with  chriftians.  If  the  fame 
methods  be  at  this  day  continued,  if  the  heretic 
endeavour  to  promote  his  falfe  religion  by  pre- 
tended charity,  and  the  chriftian  ftand  aloof  from 
him,  without  dreading  the  charge  of  bigotry,  each 
aft  in  charafter,  as  their  predeceffors  did.  The 
heretics  by  weakening  men's  attachment  toChrift* 
and  the  fchifmatics  by  promoting  a  worldly  and 
uncharitable  fpirit,  each  did  confidcrable  mifchief; 
but  it  was  the  lefs,  becaufe  chriftians  carefully 
kept  themfelves  diftinft  from  the  heretical^  and 
thus  fet  limits  to  the  infeftion. 

It  has  been  of  unfpeakable  detrittiertt  to  the 
chriftian  religion,  to  conceive  that  all  who  profefs 
it,  are  believers  of  it>  properly  fpeaking.  Whereas 
very  many  are  Chriftians  in  name  only,  never  at- 
tending to  the  nature  of  the  gofpel  at  all.  Not  a 
few  glory  in  fentiments  fubverfive  of  its  genius  and 
fpirit.  And  there  are  ftill  more  who  go  not  fo  far 
in  oppofition  to  godlinefs,  yet  by  making  light  of 
the  whole  work  of  grace  on  the  heart,  they  are 
as  plainly  void  of  chriftianity.  We  have  fcen  the 
firft  chriftians  individually  converted;  and  a^ 
human  nature  needs  the  fame  change  ftill,  the 
particular  inftances  of  converfion  dcfcribed  in  the 
Afts  are  models  for  us  at  this  day.  National 
converfions  were  then  unknown,  nor  has  the  term 

any 
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any  proper  meaning.  But  when  ideas  of  chriftianj 
by  wholefale  grow  falhionable,  oppofices  are 
mixed,  the  form  of  the  gofpel  ftands,  and  its 
power  is  denied.  But  let  us  not  anticipate ;  thefe 
fcenes  appeared  not  in  the  firft  century. 


CENTURY     II. 

CHAP.     I. 

The  biftory  of  Cbriftians  during  the  reign  of  Trajan. 

THE  mafter  of  the  Roman  world  in  the  be- 
ginning of  this  century  was  the  renowned 
Trajan.  His  predeceflbr  Nerva  had  Feftored  the 
cbriflian  exiles,  and  granted  a  full  toleration  ta 
the  Church.  Hence  the  laft  of  the  Apoftles  had 
recovered  his  ftation  at  Ephefus,  and  flept  in  the 
Lord,  before  the  (hort  interval  of  tranquillity  was 
clofed  by  the  perfccuting  fpirit  of  Trajan.  What- 
ever account  may  be  given  or  conjeftured  of  the 
caule  of  his  diflike  of  chriftians,  he  had  a  con* 
firmed  prejudice  againft  them,  and  meditated  the 
cxtindiion  of  the  name  •,  nor  does  it  appear  that  he 
ever  changed  his  fentimems^  or  retraced  his  edifts 
againft  them. 

There  is  an  account  of  his  perfecution  in  his 
correfpondence  with  Pliny  the  governor  of  Bithy- 
nia,  a  man  well  known  in  claffical  hiftory.  The 
iv^o  epiftles  between  the  mafter  and  the  fervant 
defer ve  to  be  tranfcribed  at  length*;  they  feem  to 
have  been  written  in  106  or  107. 

C.  Plity 
Plioy's  Epiftles,  x.  97»  9S. 
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C.  Pliny  to  Trajan  Empert^  bealtb. 

It  w  my  ufual  cuftom.  Sir,  to  refer  all  thingj^ 
of  which  I  harbour  any  doubts,  to  you.  For  who 
can  better  dired  my  judgment  in  its  hefitation^ 
or  inffruft  my  underftanding  in  its  ignorance  ?  1 
never  had  the  fortune  to  be  prefent  at  any  examU" 
nation  of  chriftians,  before  I  came  into  this  pro- 
vince. I  am  therefore  at  a  lofs,  to  determine  what 
is  the  ufual  objeft  either  of  enquiry  or  of  punifh-i^ 
ment,  and  to  what  length  either  of  them  is  to  ht 
carried.  It  has  alfo  been  with  me  a  queftion  very 
problematical,  whether  any  diftindlion  fhould  be 
made  between  the  young  and  the  old,  the  tender 
and  the  robuft  -,  whether  any  room  fhould  be 
given  for  repentance,  or  the  guilt  of  chriftianity 
once  incurred  is  not  to  be  expiated  by  the  moft 
unequivocal  retradtation;  whether  the  name  itfelf^ 
abftrafted  from  any  flagitioufnefs  of  condiift,  or 
the  crimes  connedled  with  the  name,  be  the  objeA 
of  punifhment^  In  the  mean  time  this  has  been 
my  method,  with  refpcdl  to  thofe,  who  were 
brought  before  me  as  chriftians.  I  aiked  them 
whether  they  were  chriftians-,  if  they  pleaded 
guilty,  I  interrogated  them  twice  afrefli,  with  a 
menace  of  capital  punifliment.  In  cafe  of  ob- 
ftinatc  perfeverance,  1  ordered  them  to  be  ex- 
ecuted. For  of  this  I  had  no  doubt,  whatever 
was  the  nature  of  their  religion,  that  a  fullen  and 
obftinate  inflexibility  called  for  the  vengeance  of 
the  Magiftrate.  Some  there  were  infefted  with 
the  fame  madnefs,  whom,  on  account  of  their 
privilege  of  citizenOiip,  I  referved  to  be  lent  to 
Rome,  to  be  referred  to  your  tribunal.  In  the 
courfe  of  this  bufinefs,  informations  pouring  in, 
as  is  ufual  when  they  are  encouraged,  more  cafts 
occurred.     An  anonymous  libel  was  exhibited, 

with 
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with  a  catalogue  of  names  of  perfons,  who  yet 
declared,  that  thejr  were  not  chriftians  then^  or 
ever  had  been,  and  Repeated  after  me  an  ipvoca* 
tton  of  the  gods  and  of  your  image^  which  for 
this  purpofe  I  had  ordered  to  be  brought  with  the 
images  of  the  deities,  performed  facrcd  rites  with 
wine  and  frankincenfe,  and  execrated  Chrift,  none 
of  which  things  I  am  told  a  real  chriftian  can  ever 
be  compelled  to  do.  On  this  account  I  difbilied 
them.  Others,  named  by  an  informer,  firft  af-> 
firmed,  and  then  denied  the  charge  of  chriftianity; 
declaring  that  they  had  been  chriftians,  but  had 
defifted  feme  three  years  ago^  others  ftill  longer^ 
fomc  even  twenty  years  ago.  All  of  them  wor- 
Ihipped  your  image,  and  the  ftatues  of  the  gods» 
and  alfo  Ocecrated  Chrifl:.  And  this  was  the 
account  which  they  gave  me  of  the  nature  of  the 
religion  they  once  had  profefled,  whether  it  de- 
fcrves  the  name  of  crime  or  error,  that  they  were 
accuftomed  on  a  dated  day  to  meet  before  day- 

,  light,  and  to  repeat  among  themfelves  an  hymn 
to  Chrifl:  as  to  a  god,  and  to  bind  themfelves  by 
an  oath  with  an  obligation  of  not  committing  any 
wickednefs,    but  on  the  contrary  of  abftaining 

.from  thefts,  robberies,  and  adulteries,  alfo  of  not 
violating  their  promife,  or  denying  a  pledge,  after 
which  it  was  their  cuftom  to  feparate,  and  to  meet 
again  ata  promifcuous  harmlefs  meal,  from  which 
laft  they  yet  defifted,  after  the  publication  of  my 
cdift,  in  which,  agreeably  to  your  orders,  I  forbad 
any  focieties.  On  which  account  I  judged  it. the 
more  neceflary,  to  enquire  by  torture  from  two 
females,  who  were  faid  to  be  deaconnefles,  what 
is  the  real  truth.  But  nothing  could  I  colled, 
except  a  depraved  and  exceflive  luperftition.  De- 
ferring therefore  any  farther  invcltigation,  I  de-f 
termined  to  confult  you.  For  the  number  of 
L  culprits 
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culprits  is  fo  great,  as  to  call  for  ferious  confute 
tation.  For  many  are  informed  againft  of  every 
age  and  of  both  fexes,  and  more  dill  will  be  in 
the  fame  fituation.  For  the  contagion  of  the 
fupcrftition  hath  fpread  not  only  through  cities^ 
but  even  villages  and  the  country.  Not  that  I  ^ 
think  it  impoflible  to  check  and  to  c'&rrcft  it. 
The  fuccefs  of  my  endeavours  hiiheno  forbids 
fuch  defponding  thoughts  ;  for  the  temples,  once 
almoft  defolate,  begin  to  be  frequented,  and  the 
facred  folemnities,  which  had  long  been  inter- 
mitted, are  now  attended  afrefti ;  and  the  facri- 
ficial  viftims  are  now  fold  every  where,  which 
once  could  fcarce  find  a  purchafer.  Whence  I 
conclude,  that  many  might  be  reclaimed,  were 
the  hope  of  impunity  on  repentance  abfolutcly 
confirmed/' 

Trajan  to  Pliny. 

"You  have  done  perfeftly  right,  my  dear  Pliny, 
in  the  enquiry  which  you  have  made  concerning 
chriftians.  For  truly  no  one  general  rule  can  be 
laid  down,  which  will  apply  itfelf  to  all  cafes. 
They  muft  not  be  fought  after.  If  they  arc 
brought  before  you  and  convidted,  let  them  be 
capitally  punifhed,  yet  with  this  rcftriftion,  that 
if  any  renounce  chriftianity,  and  evidence  his  fin- 
cerity  by  fupplicating  our  gods,  however  fuf- 
pefted  he  may  be  for  the  paft,  he  fhall  obtain 
pardon  for  the  future  on  his  repentance.  JBut 
anonymous  libels  in  no  cafe  ought  to  be  attended 
to ;  for  the  precedent  would  be  of  the  worft 
fort,  and  perfeftly  incongruous  to  the  maxims  of 
my  government." 

The  moral  charafter  of  Pliny  is  one  of  the 
mod  amiable  in  all  Pagan  antiquity  -,  yet  does  it 
appear,  that  he  joined  with  his  mafter  Trajan  in 

his 
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his  hatred  of  chriftians.  In  the  courle  of  this 
hiftory  many  inftances  of  the  fame  kind  will  oc-» 
cur.  Trajan's  character  is  doubtlefs  much  in- 
ferior, iilultrious  indeed  by  reafon  of  great  talents^ 
and  great  exploits,  but  by  the  teftimoliy  of  Dio^ 
Spartian,  and  Julian^  ftained  with  flagrant  vice*, 
and,  as  is  generally  confefTed,  tarnifhed  by  an 
extravagant  ambition.  But  how  is  it  to  be  ac- 
counted for,  that  men,  who  feem  enamoured  with, 
the  beauty  of  virtue,  fhould  turn  from  it  with 
perfeft  difguft,  and  even  perfecute  it  with  ran- 
cour, when  it  appears  in  the  mod  genuine  co* 
lours  ?  Let  thofe  who  imagine  fuch  men  as  Pliny 
to  be  good  and  virtuous  in  the  proper  fenfe  of  the 
words,  try  to  folve  this  phaenomenon  on  their 
principles.  On  thofe  of  the  real  gofpel  the  quef- 
tion  is  not  hard  to  be  determined.  Admitting 
that  Pliny  might  at  firft  be  prejudiced  againft 
chriftians  from  mifreprefentation,  how  happens 
it,  that  he  continues  lo  after  better  information, 
even  when  he  is  convinced,  that  no  moral  evil  is 
to  be  found  in  the  chriftians  of  Bithynia,  that  their 
meetings  are  peaceable,  and  the  ends  aimed  at  by 
them,  not  only  innocent,  bur  laudable?  The  truth 
isj  virtue  in  Pliny's  writings,  and  virtue  in  St* 
Paul's,  means  not  the  fame  thing.  For  humility, 
the  balis  of  aChriftian's  virtae,  the  pagan  has  not 
even  a  name  in  his  language.  The  glory  of  God 
is  the  end  of  virtue  in  the  one,  his  own  glory  is 
the  end  of  virtue  in  the  other.  The  chriftians  of 
Bithynia  would  be  able  to  give  the  fevere  inqui- 
fitor  *'  a  reafon  of  the  hope  that  was  in  them  with 
**  meeknefs  and  fear,"  and  then  fuffering  accord- 
ing to  the  will  of  God,  to  commit  the  keeping  of 
their  fouls  to  him  in  well-doing,  as  to  a  taithful 
Creator.  Thefe  and  other  precious  fentiments  in 
L  2  St. 
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St.  Pcter^s  firft  cpiftlc,  which  was  addrcffed  ta 
ibmeof  their  fathers,  pofiibly  to  fomeof  them  thea 
alive,  would  now  be  remembered  by  them  with 
peculiar  force.  A  vain-glorious  mind  like  Pliny% 
elated  with  confcious  reditude,  would  fcorn  cq 
hear  of  being  favcd  by  the  atoning  blood  of  Jefu8> 
would  not  believe  the  reprefentation  of  human 
nature  which  they  would  give  him,  and  would 

E refer  his  reafon  before  the  Holy  Ghoft.  Had 
5  been,  like  Cicero,  deeply  tinged  with  the  aca- 
demical philofophy  of  Greece,  like  him  he  would 
bave  gloried  in  fceptical  ambiguity,  or  have  ia-» 
clined  t6  the  Athciftic  views,  to  which  moft  of 
the  old  philofophers  were  devoted.  But  as  he 
feems  to  have  imitated  him,  rather  in  his  paffion 
for  oratorical  glory,  than  in  his  philofophicat 
fpirit,  he  retted  in  the  vulgar  creed,  highly  ab- 
furd  as  it  was,  and  preferred  it  to  the  pureft 
dilates  of  chriftianity.  The  former  thwarted  not 
his  pride  and  his  lufts ;  the  latter  required  the 
humiliation  of  the  one,  and  the  mortification  of 
the  other. 

We  fee  here  the  true  reafon  of  the  enmity 
of  men  of  amiable  morals,  who  are  deftitutc 
of  holinefs,  in  all  ages,  againft  the  gofpeL 
Were  enmity  capable  of  being  abated  by  argu- 
ment, Pliny  might  have  fcen  the  iniquity  of  his 
proceedings.  To  call  a  thing  madnefs  and  de- 
praved fuperftition,  on  the  face  of  which  he  fee» 
much  good,  and  no  evil,  i$  the  height  of  uo- 
neaibnablenefs.  But  it  is  pradifed  by  many  ac 
this  day  who  call  themfelves  chriftians^  but  are 
neally  as  av-crfe  to  the  gofpel  as  Pliny  was ;  and 
if  we  would  not  be  deceived  by  mere  names,  but 
wo\Ud  enter  into  the  fpirit  of  things,  who  they 
>ai:e  chat  refenable  Pliny,  and  who  they  are  that 

refemble 
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rtfemhk  the  Chriftians  of  Bithynia,  would  not  be 
difficult  to  underftand. 

In  fad,  as  there  are  now,  fo  there  were  then, 
perfons  who  worfliipped'Chrift  as  their  God,  who 
loved  one  another  as  brethren  united  in  him;  men 
who  derived  from  his  influence  fupport  under  the 
fevereft  preflures,  calumniated  by  others,  treated 
as  filly  people,  on  account  of  that  bumble  and 
feif-denying  fpirit,  by  which  they  kept  up  com- 
munion with  their  Saviour  on  earth,  and  expeded 
CO  enjoy  him  in  heaven.  It  was  not  the  fault  of 
Trajan  and  Pliny,  that;  fuch  principles  were  not 
exterminated  from  the  earth.  They  hated  the 
Doen,  their  religion  ftill  more. 

The  difference  between  the  perfecutors  and  the 
fu0erers  is  remarkable  with  refpeft  to  the  fpirit  of 
politics.  The  religion  of  Trajan  was  governed  by 
chis.  And  his  fervant  thinks  it  needful  to  force  men 
to  follow  his  religion,  whether  they  believed  it  to 
be  right  or  not.  Perfecuting  edifts  appear  to  have 
been  in  force  againfl:  chriftians  before  the  corre- 
fpondence  which  we  have  fecn,  and  Nervals  tole- 
ration feems  to  have  ceafed.  But  the  chriftians 
ihewed,  that  their  Matter's  kingdom  was  not  of 
this  world.  They  were  meek  and  paffive,  as 
Chrift  himfelf  had  been,  and  as  Peter  had  ex- 
horced  them  xs>  be.  Their  number  was  very  large 
in  Bithynia,  capable  furely  of  raifmg  a  rebellion 
troublefome  to  the  ftatc  •,  and  they  would  have 
done  fo,  had  their  fpirits  been  as  turbulent  as 
tbofe  of  many  pretended  chriftians.  "  But  they 
were  fubjedt  not  only  for  wrath,  but  alfo  for  con- 
fcience'  fake.*'  Had  there  been  the  leaft  fufpicion 
of  a  feditious  fpirit  among  them,  Pliny  muft  have 
mentioned  it;  and  their  difcontinuance  of  their 
fealts  of  charity,  after  they  found  them  difagree- 
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able  to  government,  is  a  proof  of  their  loyal  and 
peaceable  temper. 

In  Afia,  Arrius  Antoninus  perfecuted  with  ex- 
treme fury.  I  am  not  certain  whether  his  perfc- 
cution  belongs  to  the  reign  of  Trajan  ;  but  as 
there  was  an  Antoninus  very  intimate  with  Pliny, 
the  ftory  told  of  him  by  TertuUian*,  may  as  well 
bq  introduced  here  as  any  where  elfe.  The  whole 
body  of  chriftians,  wearied  with  conftant  hard- 
Ihips,  prefented  themfelves  before  his  tribunal. 
He  ordered  a  few  of  them  to  execution,  and  faid 
to  the  reft,  "  miferable  people,  if  yqu  choofc 
*'  death,  you  may  find  precipices  and  halter* 
*'  enough/'  I  am  willing  to  believe,  that  the 
chriftians  meant  to  difarm  the  perfecutor  by  the 
fight  of  their  numbers. 

One  of  the  moft  venerable  charatSters  at  this 
time  was  Simeon,  Biftiop  of  Jerufalem,  the  fuc- 
ceflbrof  St.  James.  Jerufalem  indeed  was  no 
more,  but  the  church  (till  exifttd  in  Ibnie  part  of 
Judea.  Some  heretics  accufed  him  as  a  chriftian 
before  Atticus  the  Roman  governor.  He  was 
then  an  hundred  and  twenty  year^  old,  and  was 
fcourged  many  days.  The  perfecutor  was  afto- 
niftied  at  his  hardinefs,  not  moved  with  pity  for  his  , 
fufFerings;  at  laft  he  ordered  him  to  be  crucified -f. 

It  was  in  the  year  107,  that  Ignatius,  Bifhop  of 
Antioch,  was  martyred  for  the  faith  of  Jefus. 
On  the  death  of  Huodius,  about  the  year  70,  he 
had  been  appointed  in  his  room  by  the  Apoftles, 
who  were  then  alive.  He  governed  the  church 
during  this  long  period.  Nor  was  it  a  fmall  in- 
dication of  the  continued  grace  of  God  to  that 
city,  to  have  been  blefled  lb  long  with  fuch  a 
luminary.  We  muft  be  content  with  the  (hort 
charafter  given  of  his  miniftry  in  the  adls  of  Ig- 

natius^ 
*  Ad  Scapul.  C.  ult.    f  £ufeb.  B.  iii.  c.  39. 
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Tiatius,  a  piece  of  martyrology  firfl:  publifhed  by 
Archbifhop  Uflicr,  from  two  old  manufcripts  m 
1647,  and  carrying  in  it  ftronger  marks  of  cre- 
dibility than  is  ufual  with  fuch  compofitions. 

"  He  was  a  man  in  all  things  like  to  the 
•*  apoftles :  as  a  good  governor,  by  the  helm  of 
*•  prayer  and  fading,  by  the  conftancy  of  his  doc- 
^*  trine  and  fpiritual  labour,  he  oppofed  himfelf  to 
^*  the  floods  of  the  adverfary ;  he  was  like  a  divine 
*'  lamp  illuminating  the  hearts  of  the  faithful  by 
**  his  expofition  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  -,  and 
**  laftly,  to  preferve  his  church,  he  fcrupled  not 
**  freely  to  expofe  himfelf  to  a  bitter  death." 
Thefe  A6ts  were  compiled  by  thofe  who  went 
^ith  him  from  Antioch,  and  were  eye-witnefles 
<)f  his  fufFerings*. 

Ambition  and  the  luft  of  power  were  not 
iftronger  features  in  the  charadter  of  Cafar;  than 
the  defire  of  martyrdom  was  in  that  of  Ignatius, 
Divine  Providence  however  preferved  him  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Church  during  the  perfecution  ®f 
Domitian,  and  referved  him  to  the  time  of  Tra- 
jan. This  Prince  being  come  to  Antioch  about 
th^  tenth  year  of  his  reign,  in  the  year  107,  in  his 
'way  to  the  Parthian  war,  Ignatius,  fearing  for  the 
<:hriftians,and  hoping  to  avert  the  ftorm  by  offering 
himfelf  to  fuffer  in  their  (lead,  came  voluntarily 
into  the  prefence  of  Trajan.  I  (hall  deliver  the  con-  • 
fcrence,  as  it  (lands  in  the  Afts,  a  monument  of  falfe 
glory  (hrouding  itfclf  under  fuperftition  and  igno- 
rance on  the  one  hand,  and  of  true  glory,  fup- 
ported  by  the  faith  and  hopeof  Jcfus,  on  the  other. 

Being  come  into  the  emperor's  prefence,  he  was 
thus  addre(red  by  Trajan  f.     What  an  impious 

wretch 

*  Wake's  Epiftles. 
t  See  the  AAs  of  IgDatius,  and  the  preface  of  the  life  of  Ignatius 
prefixed  to  an  excelleot  Tragedy  written  by  Mr.  Gambold>  which 
feprefents  the  ipurit  of  primitiye  Chriltianity. 
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wretch  art  thou,    both   to  tranfgrefs  our  com*- 
mands,  and  to  inveigle  other  fouls  into  the  fame 
folly  to  their  ruin  ?  Ignatius  anfwcred,  Thcopho- 
rus  ought  not  to  be  called  fo  -,  for  wicked  fpi.rita 
are  departed  from  the  fcrvants  of  God.     But  if 
you  call  me  impious  becaufe  of  my  hoftility,  I 
own  the  charge  in  that  refpeft.     For  I  diflblvc  all 
their  fnares,    fuftained   inwardly    by  Chrift   the 
heavenly  King.    Traj.  Pray  who  is  Theophorus? 
Ign.  He  who  has  Chrift  in  his  bread.    Traj.  An4 
thinkeil  thou  not  that  gods  refide  in  us  alfo,  who 
fiffht  for  us  againft  our  enemies  ?  Ign.  You  mif* 
take  in  calling  the  daemons  of  the  nations  by  ^he 
name  of  gods.     For  there  is  only  one  God,  who 
made  heaven  and  earth,  the  fea,  and  all  chat  is  io 
thertx ;    and  one  Jefus  Chrift,  his  only  begotten 
Son,  whole  kingdom  be  my  portion.     Traj.  His 
kingdom  do  you  fay,  who  was  crucified  under 
Pilate?  Ign.  His,  who  crucified  my  fin  with  its 
author,  and  has  put  all  the  fraud  and  malice  of 
Satan  under  their  feet,  who  carry  him  in  their  . 
heart.     Traj.  Doft  thou  then  carry  him  who  was 
crucified  within  thee  ?  Ign.  1  do  j  for  it  is  writ- 
ten ;  *'  I  will  dwell  in  them,  and  walk  in  them.". 
Then  Trajan   pronounced    this   fenttnce  againft 
him,  "  Since  Ignatius  confeffes,  that   he  carries 
"  within  himfelf  him  that  was  crucified,  we  com-  . 
•'  mand,  that  he  be  carried  bound  by  foldiers  to 
**  great  Rome,  there  to  be  thrown  to  the  beafts  for 
**  the  entertainment  of  the  people." 

The  great  Scaliger  was  puzzled  to  conceive 
what  could  induce  Trajan  to  order  his  being  fent 
fo  long  a  journey  for  execution.  It  might  feem 
more  natural  for  him  to  have  ordered  him  to 
fuffer  in  the  view  of  his  own  flock,  in  order  tA 
deter  them  from  chriftianity.  But  Trajan  might 
think  the  example  much  more  ftriking  and  ex- 

tenfiie^i 
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tenfive,  by  ufing  the  method  which  he  took.  At 
any  rate  Providence  undoubtedly  difplayed  the 
honours  of  the  crofs  much  more  copioufly  by  this 
means,  as  will  appear  by  what  follows.  The 
(lo&rine  of  Union  with  Chrifl:  by  faith,  now  fo 
much  ridiculed,  appears  here  in  its  full  glory. 
And  if  ever  we  be  called  to  fcenes  like  thefe,  we 
ihall  feel  the  need  of  it  ftrongly,  and  be  fenfible 
pf  the  impotence  of  thofe  fchemes  of  mere  mora| 
virtue,  which  are  now  fubftituted  in  its  room* 
Chrift  within  can  alone  fqpport  the  heart  in  th^ 
hour  of  fevere  trial. 

The  fcene  before  us  is  auguft;  the  ftate  of 
Chriftendom  at  that  time  is  much  illuftrated  by  it. 
The  feven  epiftles  of  this  great  man,  undoubtedly 

?^nuine  as  they  are,  and  accurately  diftinguifhed 
rom  all  corrupt  interpolations*,  will  come  in  aid 
fo  the  a£ts  of  his  martyrdom ;  by  them  he  being 
dead,  yet  fpeaketh ;  and  what  the  gofpel  can  dq 
for  men,  who  really  believe  it,  and  feel  the  energy 
pf  the  Spirit  of  its  Divine  Author,  has  not  often 
been  more  illuftrioufly  difplayed. 

From  Antioch  he  was  hurried  by  his  guards  to 
Seleucia ;  failing  from  thence,  after  great  fatigue 
he  arrived  at  Smyrna.  While  the  (hip  remained 
in  port,  he  was  allowed  (he  pleafure  of  vifiting 
Polycarp,  who  was  bi(bop  of  the  chriftians  there. 
They  had  been  fellow-difciples  of  St.  John ;  and 
the  holy  joy  of  their  interview  may  be  conceived 
by  thofe,  who  know  what  the  love  Of  Chrift  is, 
gnd  how  it  operates  in  the  breafts  of  thofe  in 
whom  he  dwells.  Deputies  were  fent  from  the 
various  churches  of  Afia  to  attend  and  confole 
him,  and  to  receive  fome  benefit  by  his  fpiritual 
communications.  Bifhops,  prefbyters,  and  dea- 
cons 

*  Ardibilhop  Uflier  ha9  preferred,  or  rather  rellorecl,  thefe 
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cons  convcrfcd  with  him ;  a  general  convocation 
of  the  churches  feenns  to  have  taken  place.  From 
Ifence  he  fent  letters  to  the  churches.  Four  of  the 
feven  were  written  from  Smyrna,  rhofe  to  the 
churches  of  Ephcfus,  Magnefia,  Tralles,  and 
Rome. 

The  church  of  Ephefus  appears,  from  his 
cpiftle  to  them,  dill  to  have  maintained  its  cha- 
raAcr  of  evangelical  purity.  And  from  the  ac 
count  which  he  gives  of  them,  their  zeal,  in 
which  they  had  decayed,  was  revived;  and  the 
rage  of  perfecution  was  the  hot-bed,-  which  re- 
animated their  fouls,  and  made  them  fruitful 
again  in  faith,  hope,  and  charity.  The  very 
titles  by  which  he  addrefles  them  demonftrate 
what  their  faith  was  in  common  with  that  of  the 
whole  church  at  that  time,  and  abundantly 
fliew  the  vanity  of  thofe,  whofe  diflike  of  the 
peculiar  truths  of  chriftianity  induces  them  to 
fuppofe,  that  the  ideas  of  predeftination,  elec- 
tion, and  grace,  were  purely  fyftematic  inventions 
of  Auguftin,  and  unknown  to  the  primitive  chrif- 
tians.  We  are  certain,  that  St.  Paul's  cpiftles, 
and  that  particularly  addreiTed  to  this  church,  .are 
full  of  the  fame  things. 

"  Ignatius,  who  is  alfo  called  Theophorus,  to 
•^  the  worthily  happy  church  in  Ephefus  of  Afia^ 
*'  bleffcd  in  the  majefty  and  fulnefs  of  God  the  Fa- 
**  ther,  predeftinated  before  the  world  to  be  perpc- 
*'  tually  permanent  in  glory,  immoveable,  united, 
**  and  eleft  in  the  genuine  fufFering*,  by  the  will 
"  of  the  Father,  and  of  Jefus  Chrift  our  God, 
**  much  joy  in  Jefus  Chrift,  and  in  his  fpotlefs 
'*  grace.**  The  charafter  he  gives  of  their  Bifhop 
Onefimus  raifes  our  idea  of  him  to  a  great  degree. 
He  calls  him  "  inexpreffible  in  charity,    whom 

"I 

f  AUudiog  doubtlels  to  the  errors  of  the  Dooetse. 
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ff  I  bcfeech  you 

f*  and  all  of  you  to^ 

*^  name,  who  has  couhw  bread  of  God,    If  the 

^*  fuch  a  Bilhop/'   With  Fivfo  much  ftrcngth,  how 

tions   alfo  fome  prelbyters  Aqv>p  and  the  whole 

church,  'Mnwhom,'*  fays  he,  ^N^pm  it  is  proud, 

"  in  love.'*     Onefimus  probably >s.^ritjcn,  God 

flave  of  Philemon,  a  growing  plantS«  therefore 

rime.  ^S^be  fub- 

The  unafFcfted  charity  and  humility  ofi^jj^j^ 
deferves  oqr  attention.  He  alone  feeme 
confcious  of  his  attainments,  while  the 
chriftian  world  admired  him.  ''  I  do  not,  fays 
didtate  to  you,  as  if  I  were  a  perfon  of  any  con- 
fequence.  For  though  I  am  bound  for  the  name 
of  Chrift,  I  am  not  yet  perfedted  in  Chrift  Jefus. 
For  now  I  begin  to  be  a  difciple,  and  (peak  to 
you  as  my  teachers.  For  I  ought  to  be  fuftained 
by  you  in  faith,  in  admonition,  in  patience,  in 
Jong  fuffcring.  But  fince  charity  will  not  fufFer 
me  to  be  filent  concerning  you,  for  this  reafon  I 
take  upon  me  to  exhort  you  to  run  together  with 
me  according  to  the  mind  of  God." 

Nothing  lies  more  on  his  heart  in  all  his  epi/lles, 
than  to  recommend  the  moft  perfeft  union  of  the 
jnembers  of  the  church,  and  to  reprobate  fchifms 
and  diffenfions.  He  conceives  of  them  as  all 
ijnited  to  Jefus  Chrift,  all  partaking  of  the  fame 
Spiritual  life.  To  feparate  from  the  church,  and 
to  lofe  that  fubordination  in  which  they  all  flood 
CO  their  paftors,  was  to  tear  in  pieces  the  body  of 
Chrift,  and  to  expofe  themfelves  to  the  feduftions 
of  f hofe,  who  would  draw  them  from  the  faith 
and  hope  of  the  gofpel.  In  modern  times  this 
language  is  judged  not  very  confonant  to  the  fpi- 
rit  of  liberty,  on  which  we  are  fo  apt  to  felicitate 
purfelves.    And  I  am  perfuaded,  that  the  ftrong 

manner^ 
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cons  convcrfcd  with  him  j  a/ 
of  the  churches  feems  to  1 
Iience  he  fcnt  letters  to  tfft;  -• » 
fcvcn  were  written  £»§■ '^  g  g 
churches  of  Ephp» -ro  s-S, 
Rome.  Aa.Vl  3'rS' 

The  churo^i"!^^'  "" 


epiftle  to^'Z  "  S  I  g.W^ 
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the  fame  conduA  toward  godly  paftors  \%  doubr- 
lefs  the  true  wifdom  of  the  church ;  and  the  fpirit 
of  fchifm,  ambition,  and  felf-conceit,  difguifing 
itfclf  under  the  fpccious  pretences  of  liberty  and 
of  confcience,  has  produced  the  molt  fatal  effeds. 
Ignatius  certainly  would  not  have  wilhed  the 
Ephefians  to  follow  unfound  and  unfaithful  paf- 
tors  *,  but  much  more  caution  in  judging,  and  4 
much  greater  degree  of  fubmiffion  to  minifters 
confeffedly  upright,  are  doubtlefs  requifite,  than 
moft  in  our  days  are  willing  to^admit.  "  Let  no 
\^  one  miftake)  if  any  man  is  not  within  the  altar, 

*  I  fhall  not  enter  into  fo  large  a  field  of  critidrm ;  whoerer  bit 
leifure  aixi  temper  fofHcieDt  for  the  fofajed,  may  read  with  advio? 
tage  Da  Pin's  ftatemeot  of  the  controverfy  concerning  Ignatiui'a 
einftlesi  and  may  thence,  I  belieye,  learn  all  that  is  needful  t0  bo 
iLBftiM  cottcerning  it. 
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♦*  he  is  deprived  of  the  bread  of  God,  If  the 
^  prayer  or  one  or  two  has  fo  much  ftrength,  how 
**  much  more  that  of  the  Bilhojp  and  the  whole 
•*  Church  ?  He  who  fcparates  trom  it  is  proud^ 
*•  and  condemns  himfelf.  For  it  is  written,  God 
•.^refiftcth  the  proud.  Let  us  ftudy  therefore 
"  obedience  to  the  Bifhop,  that  we  may  be  fub^ 
^je6Jt  to  God.  And  the  more  filent  and  gentle 
"  any  one  obfervcs  the  Bilhop  to  be,  the  more  on 
^  that  account  fliould  he  reverence  him.  For 
^  every  one,  to  whom  the  Mailer  commits  the 
**  ftcwardlhip,  ought  to  be  received  as  the  Matter 
«  himfelf'—"  Indeed,"  fays  he,  «  Onefimus  ex- 
•*  cccdingly  commends  your  godly  order,  that  you 
**  all  live  according  to  truth,  and  that  no  hcrefy 
**  dwells  with  you" — "  Some  are  accuftomed  to 
**  carry  about  a  fpecious,  but  fallacious  name, 
••  whofe  works  are  unworthy  of  God,  whom  you 
*'  ought  to  avoid  as  wild  bcafts.  For  they  are 
**  raging  dogs^  biting  in  fecret,  whom  you  (hould 
**  fhun,  as  being  perfons  very  difficult  to  be  cured. 
**  One  Phyfician  there  is  bodily  and  fpiritual,  be* 
*'  gotten  and  unbegotcen,  God  appearing  in  flefb, 
*'  in  immortal  true  life,  both  from  Mary  and 
"  from  God,  firft  fufFering,  then  impaflible"— 
**  I  have  known  fome  pafling  from  hence*,  whom 
•*  you  did  not  fufFer  to  fow  among  you,  flopping 
♦*  your  ears  ;  fo  that  you  would  not  receive  their 
**  feed,  as  being  ftones  of  the  temple  of  your 
*'  Father,  prepared  for  the  building  of  God  the 
"  Father,  lifted  up  into  heavenly  places  by  the 
.**  engine  of  Jefus  Chrift:,  which  is  his  crofs,  ufing 
*'  the  Holy  Spirit  as  a  cord." — "  Yet  pray  alfo 
•*  for  other  men  without  ceafing ;  for  there  is 
"  hope  of  converfion  in  them,  that  they  alfo  may 

"be 

*  From  Smyrnt,  I  fappofe,  where  the  hcrefy  of  the  Doum  w» 
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**  be  brought  to  God.  Give  them  an  opportunity 
"  to  be  inftrufted  at  leaft  by  your  works"— i 
•*  Without  Chrift  thfnk  nothing  becoming,  in 
"  whom  I  carry  about  my  bonds,  fpiritual  jewels, 
*'  in  which  may  I  be  found  at  the  refurreftiont 
*'  through  your  prayer,  that  my»lot  may  be  caft 
*'  among  the  Ephefian  Chriftians,  who  have  al- 
**  ways  harmonized  with  theApoftlcs  in  the  power 
•*  of  Jefus  Chrift." 

*'  Ye  are  partakers  of  the  myfteries  with  Paul 
"  the  holy,  the  renowned,  the  blefled,  whofc 
*'  footfteps  may  I  follow."  *'  Frequent  aflemblies 
**  for  thankfgiving  and  prayer.  For  when  yoii 
"  affiduoufly  attend  on  thcfe  things,  the  powers 
*'  of  Satan  are  demolifhed,  and  his  pernicious 
*'  kingdom  is  diflblvcd  by  the  unanimity  of  your 
**  faith" — "  Remember  me,  as  Jefus  Chrift  alfo 
*'  does  you.  Pray  for  the  church  in  Syria,  whence 
"  I  am  led  bound  to  Rome,  the  meaneft  of  the 
"  faithful  who  are  there." 

I  know  not  how  the  reader  may  conceive ;  but 
to  my  mind,  under  all  the  difadvantages  of  a  ftyle 
bloated  with  Afiatic  tumour,  and  ftill  more  per- 
haps of  a  Text  very  corrupt,  the  ideas  I  have 
quoted  (and  indeed  the  greateft  part  of  the  epiftlc 
is  little  inferior)  while  they  reprefcnt  partly  the 
faith,  difcipline,  and  fpirit  of  the  Ephefian  church, 
and  partly  the  charitable  and  heavenly  mind  of 
Ignatius,  give  the  faireft  pattern  of  real  chrif. 
tianity,  alive  in  its  root  and  in  its  fruits.  We 
fee  here  what  chriftians  once  were,  and  what  the 
doftrines  of  divine  grace  are.  And  that  happy 
union,  order,  and  peace,  which  flouriftied  fo  long 
at  Ephefus,  untainted  with  herefy,  and  ever  pre- 
ferving  the  fimplicity  of  reliance  on  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift,  calls  for  our  commendation  of  their 
obedience  to  their  faithful  paftors,  the  want  of 

con- 
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confcientioufnefs  in  which  matter,  fo  foon  diffi^ 
pates  the  fpirit  of  the  gofpel  in  many  modern 
churches,  and  whilft  it  feeds  the  pride  of  corrupt 
nature,  reduces  them  into  contemptible  little 
parties,  at  variance  with  one  another,  and  leaves 
them  an  eafy  prey  to  the  crafty  and  defigning. 

The  letters  of  Ignatius  add  fomething  to  the 
dock  of  hiftory,  as  they  introduce  to  our  ac* 
quaintance  the  two  Afiatic  churches  of  Magnefia 
and  Tralles,  which  elfe  had  been  unknown  to  us. 
In  truth,  that  whole  fertile  region  of  Afia  propria 
feems  to  have  been  more  thoroughly  evangelized 
than  any  other  part  of  the  world  at  that  time. 
From  the  time  of  St.  Paul's  labours  at  Ephefus, 
"  when  all  they  which  dwelt  in  Afia  heard  the 
"  word  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  both  Jews  and 
**  Gre^pks*,*'  to  the  martyrdom  of  Ignatius,  that 
is  for  half  a  century  or  upwards,  the  truth  as  it 
is  in  Jefus  was  preferved  in  its  purity  in  thefe 
churches  ;  the  oppofers  of  the  gofpel  could  gain 
no  footing  at  all  in  fome  of  them,  in  others  made 
no  great,  or  at  lead,  no  abiding  impreflions ;  in 
fome  the  fervour  of  piety  was  much  declined,  in 
others  it  ftill  retained  a  confiderable  ftrength.  A 
ftrong  fenfe  of  the  infinite  value  of  Jefus  in  his 
Godhead,  his  priefthood,  and  his  blood,  prevailed 
in  this  region  -,  faith  and  love  were  fed  by  the 
view  of  the  Saviour;  and  patience  in  fuflfcring  for 
his  name  was  one  of  their  moft  common  virtues. 

Damas,  the  Bifiiop  of  Magnefia,  appears  to  have 
been  a  young  perfon,  whom  Ignatius  calls  "  worthy 
•*  of  God."  Eminent  grace  in  pcrfons  of  tender 
years  was  fometimes  in  the  primitive  church  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  being  raifed  to  the  Epifcopacy.  In 
his  letter  to  the  Magneuans  he  warns  them  not  to 
defpife  his  youth,  but  to  imiute  the  holy  Pref- 

byters, 

*  Ads  xiz.  lo. 
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byters^  who  gave  place  to  him,  but  not  to  hifU 
fo  properly,  as  to  the  Father  of  Jcfus  Chrift,—* 
*^  Some  indeed  call  a  man  a  Bifhop,  but  do  every 
*'  thing  independantly  of  lym.  Such  feem  to  me 
**  to  have  loit  a  good  confcience,  becaufe  thcii* 
*'  aflemblies  are  not  regulated  with  ftedfaftneft 
"and  chriftian  order.**  He  mentions,  alfo  with 
honour  BafTus  and  ApoUonius  as  Prefbyters,  and 
Sotio  the  deacon,  "  whofe  happinefs,"  fays  be, 
**  may  I  partake  of,  becaufe  he  is  fubjeft  tp  the 
*'  Biihop,  as  to  the  grace  of  God,  and  to  tiie 
**  preftytery,  as  to  the  law  of  Jefus  Chrift." 

Here,  as  elfcwhere,  he  evidently  points  out 
three  diftinft  ranks  in  the  primitive  church,  the 
Bifhop,  the  Prefbyters,  and  the  Deacons.  A  blind 
and  implicit  fubmifTion  to  an  hierarchy,  however 
worthlefs  and  ignorant,  was  then  unknown.  But 
a  juft  and  regular  fubordination,  according  to  the 
ranks  of  men  in  the  church,  was  then  much  at- 
tended to;  and  nothing  like  it,  humanly  fpeaking^ 
fo  much  encourages  and  enables  godly  paftors  to 
difcharge  their  office  with  zeal  and  alacrity.  Nor 
is  it  difficult  to  conceive,  what  was  the  mod: 
cuftomary  mode  of  church-government  in  thoie 
times.  In  vain ,  I  think,  will  almoft  any  modern 
church  whatever  fet  up  any  claim  to  refemblance. 
Ufher's  model  of  reduced  Epifcopacy  feems  to 
come  the  nearcft  to  the  plan  of  primitive  churches. 
At  firft  indeed,  or  for  fome  time,  at  lead  in  fome 
inftanccs,  church  governors  were  only  of  two 
ranks,  Prefbyters  and  Deacons.  This  feems  to 
have  been  the  cafe  of  Philippi*  and  of  Ephefus-f-, 
and  the  term  Bifhop  was  confounded  with  that  of 
Pre(byter.  The  church  of  Corinth  continued 
long  in  this  ftate,  fo  far  as  one  may  judge  by 
Clement's  epidle;    atid  thence  we  may  in  part 

account 
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account  for  the  continuance  of  their  contentious 
fpirit.     As  thefe  churches  grew  numerous,  they 
could  neyet-  be  all  aflembled  in  one  place ;    the 
VrtlbytcH  muft  have  miniftred  to  different  con- 
gregations,   though   the  church  continued  one. 
Toward  the  end  of   the  firft  century  all  the 
churches  followed  the  model  of  the  mother-church 
of  Jerufalem^  where  one  of  the  Apoftles  was  the 
firft  Bifhop.  A  fettled  prefidency  obtained,  and  the 
name  of  angel  was  firft  given  to  him,  though  that 
of  Biflhop  foori  fucceeded.     That  this  was  the 
cafe  in  the  fcven  churches  of  Afia,    is  certain. 
The  addrefs  of  the  charges  to  him  in  the  book  of 
the  Revelation  dcmonftrateS  his  fupcriofity.    The 
Deacon,    it  is  well  known,    was  chofen   to  ad- 
minifter  in  facred  employments  of  an  inferior  kind. 
Thefe  three  ranks  appear  to  have  been  general  in 
the  former  part  of  this  century  through  the  chrif- 
tian  world. 

it  has  been  an  error  common  to  all  parties,  to 
treat  thefe  little  fubjefts,  as  if  they  were  jure 
dhiWj  or  like  the  laws  of  the  Medes  and  Perlians^ 
Unalterable.  Could  it  conveniently  be  done,  I 
think  however,  that  a  reduced  Epifcopacy,  in  which 
the  Diocefes  are  of  fmall  extent,  as  thofe  in  the 
primitive  Church  undoubtedly  were,  in  which 
the  Prefident  refiding  in  the  metropolis  exercifes 
a  fuperintendancy  over  ten  or  twelve  Prelbyters  of 
the  fame  city  and  neighbourhood,  fomething  like 
the  form  of  government  which  obtains  in  fome  * 
large  Pariihes  in  England,  Leeds  and  Halifax 
in  yorkfiiire,  for  inftance,  would  bid  the  faireft 
to  promote  order,  peace,  and  harmony. 

But  theChriftian  world  has  been  more  anxious 
to  fupport  different  modes  of  government,  than 
to  behave  as  chriftians  ought  to  do  in  each  of 
them;    A  fubjeft  of  much  greater  importance  is 
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fuggcftcd  to  us  by  a  paffage  in  the  epiftle  to  the 
Magnelians,  "  As  there  are  two  coinSv  one  of 
'*'  God,  the  other  of  the  world,  and  each  of  then^ 
'*  is  innprefied  with  its  own  charafter,  the  unbe- 
**  lievers  are  of  this  world,  the  believers  in  love 
*'  have  the  character  of  God  the  Father  through 
**  Jefus,  into  whofe  fufferings  if  we  are  unwilling 
**  to  die,  his  life  is  not  in  us.'*  Thus  doea  Ig- 
natius call  our  attention  to  the  grand  diftin^tioa 
of  men  into  two  forts  before  God,  of  which  who- 
ever has  felt  the  force,  will  be  little  folicitous 
concerning  other  diftinftions. 

Let  us  hear  Ignatius's  teftiniony  to  the  Deity 
of  Chrifl-,  and  to  juftification  by  his  grace  through 
faith,  and  to  the  conftant  influences  of  the  Holy 
Spirit.  And  we  fhall  fee  at  the  fame  time,  how 
the  Jcwilh  leaven  of  felf-righteoufnefs  had  not 
ceafed  to  attempt  at  lead  to  darken  and  to  cor- 
rupt thefe  eflentials  of  the  Gofpel.  The  Jew* 
mufl  have  been  at  this  time  in  a  very  low  ftate ; 
yet  their  Pharifaifm  is  fo  congenial  to  the  human 
mind,  that  minifters  in  all  ages  will  fee  occafioa 
to  warn  their  people  againft  it,  as  well  as  Ignatius^ 

**  Be  not  deceived  with  heterodox  opinions,  nor 
old  unprofitable  fables.  For  if  we  dill  live  ac- 
cording to  Judaifm,  we  confers  that  we  have  not 
received  grace.  For  the  Divine  Prophets  lived 
according  to  Jefus  Chrift.  For  this  they  were 
perfecuted,  being  infpired  by  his  grace,  to  aflure 
the  difobedient,  that  there  is  one  God,  who  xna^ 
nifefted  himfelf  by  Jefus  Chrifl:  his  Son,  who  is 
his  Eternal  Word — If  then  they  have  call  oflf  in- 
deed  the  old  ftate,  and  are  come  to  a  new  hope  la 
Chrift,  let  theni  no  longer  obferve  the  Jewifli  Sab- 
bath, but  live  according  to  the  life  of  the  Lord\ 
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lA  which  aUb  our  Life  rofe  again  by  himfelf  and 
\}j  his  death,  which  fome  deny,  by  whom  we 
iiave  received  the  myftery  of  believing,  and  on 
account  o(  this  we  endure,  that  we  may  be  found 
difciples  of  jefus  Chrift  our  only  teacher.  How 
can  we  live  without  him,  whofe  difciplcs  even  the 
prophets  were^  and  in  fpirit  expefted  him  as  their 
teacher-— Let  us  not  then  be  infenfible  of  his 
loving-kindnefs.  For 'if  he  meafured  to  us  ac- 
cording to  what  we  have  done,  we  ai'e  ruined. 
Therefore  being  his  difciples,  let  us  learn  to  live 
according  to  chrillianicy  :  For  he  who  follows 
any  other  name  than  this,  is  not  of  God.  Lay 
afide  then  the  old  bitter  leaven,  arid  be  tranf- 
formed  into  a  new  leaven,  which  is  Jefus  Chrift— 
For  chriftianity  does  not  believe  in  Judaifm,  but 
Judaifm  in  Chriftianity,  that  every  tongue  be- 
lieving in  God  might  be  gathered  together.— 
Thefe  things  I  warn  you,  my  beloved,  not  be- 
caufe  I  have  known  fome  of  you  thus  difpofed, 
but  as  the  leaft  of  you  I  am  willing  to  admonifh 
you,  that  you  fall  not  into  the  fnares  of  vain- 
glory, but  that  you  may  be  well  affured  of  the 
nativity,  fufFering,  and  refurredtion,  during  the 
government  of  Pontius  Pilate,  of  which  literally 
and  really  Jefus  Chrift  was  the  fubjeft,  who  is 
our  hope,  from  which  may  none  of  you  be  turned 
afide. — I  know  that  ye  are  not  puffed  up  ;  for  ye 
have  Jefus  Chrift  in  yourfclves,  and  the  more 
1  praife  you,  the  more  I  know  that  you  are 
afhamed."  Beautiful  view  of  their  genuine  hu- 
mility! 

"  Study  then  to  be  confirmed  in  the  dpftrines 
"  of  the  Lord  and  the  Apoftlcs,  that  in  all  things 
**  which  ye  do,  ye  may  have  good  fuccefs  in  flefh 
^'  and  fpirit,  in  faith  and  love,  in  the  Son,  and 
^*  the  Father,  and  the  Spirit— Knowing  that  ye 
M  2  **  arc 
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•*  arc  full  of  God,  I  have  briefly  exhorted  jroo* 
**  Remember  me  in  your  prayers,  that  I  may 
"  come  to  God,  and  to  the  church  in  Syria,  of 
"  which  I  am  unworthy  to  be  called  a  Member. 
"  For  I  need  your  united  prayer  in  God,  and  your 
*'  charity,  that  the  church  m  Syria  may  be  thought 
*'  worthy  to  partake  of  the  dew  of  heavenly  gract 
"  through  your  church.  The  Ephefians  from 
**  Smyrna,  whence  I  write,  falute  you,  prefent 
•*  before  the  glory  of  God,  as  you  alfo,  who  iri 
**  all  things  have  refrcftied  me,  together  with 
*VPolycarp,  Bifhop  of  the  Smy means,  and  the 
**  reft  of  the  churches  in  the  honour  of  Jefus 
*'  Chrift  falute  you.  Be  ftrong  in  the  concord  of 
^'  God,  pofleffing  an  infeparable  Spirit,  which  is 
«  Jefus  Chrift.** 

From  Smyrna  he  wrote  alfo  to  the  church  of 
Tralles,  the  Bifhop  of  which  was  Polybius,  "  who 
*•  fo  rejoiced  with  me,  fays  he,  that  I  beheld  aH 
•*  your  multitude  in  him.  Receiving  therefore 
*'  your  divine  benevolence  through  him,  I  feemed 
**  to  find  you  as  I  have  known  you  to  be,  foU 
•*  lowers  of  God.  For  fince  ye  arc  fubjeft  to  the 
•«  Bifhop  as  to  Jefus  Chrift,  you  appear  to  me  to 
"  live  not  after  man,  but  after  Jefus  Chrift,  who 
^*  died  for  us,  that  believing  in  his  death  you 
**  might  efcapc  death.** 

In  what  follows  we  have  an  intimation  of  the 
weak  and  infant  ftate  of  this  church,  which^ 
though  found,  had  probably  not  been  fo  long 
planted  as  the  reft.  And  the  martyr  feems  to 
cxprefs  ibme  confcioufnefs  of  the  fuperior  attain-^ 
ments  and  gifts  which  he  pofTefTed,  but  checked 
with  deep  humility. 

•*  I  have  a'ftrong  favour  of  God,  but  I  take  a 
**  iuft  qieafure  of  myfelf,  left  I  perifh  by  boafting. 
^  for  now  I  muft  more  abuodaotly  fear,  and  not 

^attend 
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**  attend  to  thofe   who  would  inflate  me  with 

"pride— I  love  indeed  to  fuflTer,    but  do  not 

^  know  whether  I  am  worthy— I  need  gentlenefs 

^*  of.  fpirit,  by  which  the  prince  of  this  world  is 

"  diflolved.     Cannot  I  write  to  vou  of  heavenly 

**  things  ?  but  I  fear  left  1  Ihould  hurt  you,  being 

"  infants.     E>ccufe   me  then,   left,    through  in- 

**  capacity  of  receiving,  you  be  fufFocated."     He 

goes  on  to  guard  them  againft  fchifms  and  here^ 

ues,  to  rem'md  them  of  the  foundation  of  the 

Gofpel,  Chrift  and  him  crucified,  and  in  his  ufual 

manner  to  recommend  obedience  to  their  paftors } 

and  he  modeftly  thus  concludes,  **  As  yet  I  am 

"  not  out  of  the  reach  of  danger ;  but  the  Father 

^*  is  faithful  in  Jefus  Chrift,  to  fulfil  my  petition 

**  and  yours,  in  whom  may  we  be  found  blamelefs.** 

The  fubjeft  of  his  letter  to  the  Roman  chriftians 

was,  to  intreat  them  not  to  ufe  any  methods  for 

liis  deliverance.     He  had  the  prize  of  martyrdom 

before  him,  and  he  was  unwilling  to  be  robbed 

!of  it.     He  fpeaks  with  uncommon  pathos  •,  but 

take  his  own  words. 

**  I  fear  your  charity,  left  it  fhould  hinder  me. 
•*  For  it  will  be  eafy  for  you  to  do  what  you 
^*  pleafe.  But  it  is  difiicult  for  me  to  attain  to 
^  God,  if  you  fpare  me. — If  you  be  filent  in  my 
^*  behalf,  I  ihall  be  made  partaker  of  God  ;  but 
**  if  you  love  my  flefli,  1  (hall  again  have  my 
^^  courfe  to  run. — I  write  to  the  churches  and 
^*  fignify  to  them  all,  that  I  die  willingly  forGod^ 
^*  unlefs  you  prevent.  I  befcech  you,  that  you 
"•*  (hew  not  an  unreafonable  benevolence  toward 
**  me.  Suffer  me  to  be  the  food  of  beafts,  by 
^  whom  I  ftiall  attain  to  God.  I  am  God's  wheats 
^^  and  (hall  be  ground  by  the  teeth  of  wild  beafts^ 
^^  that  I  may  be  found  the  pure  bread  of  God. 
^Rather  encourage  the  beahs^  that  they  may 
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**  become  my  ftpulchre,  that  nothing  of  my  hodyr. 
"  may  be  left,  that  I  may  give  no  trouble  to  any 
*'  one,  when  I  fall  afleep. — From  Syria  to  Rome, 
"  I  fight  with  wild  beafts,  by  land  and  fea,  by 
^*  night  and  day,  chained  to  ten  leopards,  who 
^*  are  made. even  worfe  by  kind  treatment.  By 
**  their  injuries  I  learn  the  more  to  be  a  dif- 
"  ciple,  yet  am  I  not  hereby  juftified.  May  I 
**  enjoy  the  wild  beafts,  which  are  prepared  roc 
**me;  I  wilh  they  may  exercife  all  their  fiercc- 
"  nefs  upon  me,  whom  I  will  encourage,  that 
**  they  may  afluredly  devour  me,  and  not  ufe  mc 
**  as  Ibme,  whom  they  have  feared  to  touch.    But 

if  they  will  not  do  it  willingly,  I  will  provoke 
*'  them  to  it.  Pardon  me,  I  know  what  is  gooa 
**  for  me.  Now  I  begin  to  be  a  difciple ;  nor 
•*  fhall  any  thing  move  me,  of  things  vifible'and 
*'  invifible,  that  I  may  enjoy  Jefus  Chrift.  Let 
**  fire  and  the  crofs,  let  the  companies  of  wild 
"  beafts,  let  breaking  of  bones  and  tearing  of 
*'  limbs,  let  the  grinding  of  the  whole  body,  and 
*'  all  the  malice  of  the  Devil  come  upon  me ; 
"  be  it  fo,  only  may  I  enjoy  Jefus  Chrift.  Al^ 
*5  the  ends  of  the  world,  and  the  kingdoms 
*'  of  it  will  profit  me  nothing.  It  is  better  for 
"  me  to  die  for  Jefus  Chrift,  than  to  reign  over 
"  the  ends  of  the  earth.  Him  I  fcek  who  diecf 
**  for  us ;  Him  I  dcfire  who  rofc  again  for  us'. 
"  He  is  my  gain  laid  up  for  me — Suffer  mc  to 
"  imitate  the  Paflion  of  my  God.  If  any  of  you 
"  have  Him  within  you,  let  him  conceive  what 
**  I  feel,  and  fympathize  with  me,  knowing  what 
"  a  conflift  1  have.  The  prince  of  this  world^ 
'*  wifties  to  carry  me  away,  and  to  corrupt  my 
'*  purpofe  toward  God.  Let  none  of  you  prefent 
*'  affift  him.  My  love  is  crucified,  and  there  is  in' 
•*  mc  no  fire  that  loves  Water,  or  its  own  exlinffion^ 

' i'bu; 
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^  but  living  and  fpeaking  in  me,  it  fays,  Come 
**  to  the  Father.  I  have  no  delight  in  the  bread 
**  that  pcriflieth,  nor  in  the  pleafures  of  this  life; 
•*  I  long  for  the  bread  of  God,  the  flcfli  of  Jefus 
•*  Chrift,  of  the  feed  of  David,  and  I  defire  to 
^  drink  his  blood,  incorruptible  love." 

Certainly  no  words  can  exprefs  in  a  ftronger 
manner  the  intcnfenefs  of  fpiritual  define,  and  one 
may  look  down  wkh  contempt  and  pity  on  all  the 
magnanimity  of  fecular  heroes  and  patriots,  as 
compared  with  it.  Yet  I  have  fome  doubt, 
whether  all  this  flame,  ftrong  and  fincere  as 
it  unqueftionably  was,  had  not  fomething  mixed 
with  it  by  no  means  of  fo  pure  a  kind.  For 
I  mean  not  to  carry  the  reader's  admiration 
or  my  own  beyond  the  limits  of  human  im- 
becillity.  Ought  not  the  Roman  chriftians  to 
endeavour  to  fave  Ignatius*s  life  by  all  honeft 
means  ?  Has  any  man  a  right  to  hinder  others 
from  attempting  to  fave  his  life  ?  or  will  his  in- 
treaties  give  them  a  right  to  be  as  indifferent  for 
his  prefcrvation  as  he  himfclf  is  ?  ought  not  every 
man,  however  prepared  for  death,  and  preferring 
it,  if  God  pleafe,  to  ufe  all  poffible  methods, 
confident  with  a  good  confcience,  to  preferve  his 
life? 

I  cannot  anfwer  thefe  queries  to  the  advantage 
of  Ignatius's  determination.  Was  not  his  defire 
of  martyrdom  exceflive  ?  If  he  was  wrong,  it 
was  doubtlefs  a  miftake  of  his  judgment.  1  fear 
the  example  of  Ignatius  did  harm  in  this  refpe<St 
in  the  church.  Martyrdom  was,  we  know,  made 
ttK)  much  of  in  the  third  century  •,  fo  hard  is  it 
to  be  kept  from  all  extremes  ;  ours  are  generally 
of  the  oppoflte  kind. 

I  am  induced  to  fuffer  my  thoughts  to  run  in 
(bis  ftrain,  by  looking  at  St.  Paul.    He  indeed 

would 
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would  go  to  Jerufalem,  though  he  knew  he  (bould 
be  bound.  But  the  certainty  of  death  was  boc 
before  his  eyes,  and  therefore  his  refolution  in 
this  cafe  is  not  fimilar  to  that  of  Ignatius.  As 
for  the  reft,  he  took  no  pains  to  diifuade  others 
from  faving  his  life.  He  took  pains  to  favc  it 
himfclf.  He  blames  his  friends  at  Rome  for  de- 
ferting  him.  And  the  eagernefs  for  martyrdom 
which  Ignatius  expreffes,  I  fee  neither  in  Paul 
nor  in  any  of  the  Apoftlcs.  They  rather  refer 
themfelves  calmly  to  the  will  of  God  in  things 
which  concern  themfelves.  On  the  whole,  there 
appears  in  Ignatius,  the  fame  zeal  for  God  and 
love  to  Jefus  Chrift,  and  the  fame  holy  contempt 
of  earthly  things,  which  was  fo  eminent  in  the; 
Apoftles ;  but  I  fufpeft,  not  an  equal  degree  of 
calm  refignation  to  the  Divine  Will.' 

.  The  time  which  he  was  allowed  to  fpend  at 
Smyrna,  in  company  with  his  beloved  Polycarp 
and  other  friends,  muft  have  been  highly  agree- 
able to  him.  But  his  keepers  were  impatient  of 
their  long  ftay  ;  the  reafons  were  moft  probably 
of  a  maritinnic  nature.  The  feafon  for  the  publick 
fpe£lacles  at  Rome  was  advancing,  and  they  were 
afraid  of  not  arriving  in  time.  They  now  fet  lail, 
for  Troas,  where  at  his  arrival  he  was  refreftied 
with  the  news  of  the  perfccution  ceafmg  in  the 
church  of  Antioch.  He  had  been  attended  hither 
by  Burrhus,  the  deacon  of  Polycarp;  and  him, 
he  difpatched  with  an  epiftle  to  the  Philadel- 
]5hians,  by  way  of  return  for  the  vifit  which  their 
Bifhop  had  paid  him  at  Troas.  For  here  alfo 
feveral  churches  fenc  their  meflcngers  to  vifit  and 
to  falute  him,  and  Providence  fo  far  reftrained  the 
inhumanity  of  his  guards,  that  he  was  allowed  to 
have  intercourfe  with  them.  He  wrote  here  three 
epiftles  more. 

The 


(  i85  y 

The  Pbiladelphians  appear  ftill  to  be  favoured 
^ith  the  fame  fpirit  of  grace,  by  which  they  had 
been  already  fo  honourably  diftinguilbed  among 
the  feven  churches  of  Afia,  He  recommends,  as 
jufual,  unity,  concord,  obedience;  not  that  he 
had  found  any  thing  amifs  in  them,  in  thefe  re- 
fpeds. 

One  may  form  fonve  idea  of  the  manner  in 
IRrhich  thefe  primitive  chriftians  enjoyed  the  grace 
of  God,  and  admired  and  loved  it,  as  it  appeared 
in  one  another,  by  his  way  of  fpeaking  of  the 
Philadelphian  Bifhop,  whofe  name  is  not  giveqi 
to  us,  *'  whom,  fays  he,  I  know  not  from  him- 
^  felf,  nor  by  men  to  have  obtained  the  miniftry 
f'for  the  common  good  of  faints,  nor  tl^rough 
**  vain- glory,  but  in  the  love  of  God  the  Father, 
f*  and  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  I  am  perfcftly 
"  charmed  with  his  meekncfs ;  when  filent,  lie 
^  exhibits  more  power  than  vain  fpcaker8.-~He 
**  recommends  to  them  to  preferve  an  unity  in 
f*  the  adminiftration  of  the  Lord's  Supper.  .  For 
**  there  is  one  flefli  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and 
*^  one  cup  in  the  unity  of  his  blood,  one  altar, 
**  as  alfo  one  Bilhop,  with  the  Prelbytery  and  the 
*'  Deacons  my  fellow-fcrvants,  that  ye  may  do 
?*  whatever  ye  do  according  to  the  will  of  God." 

The  firmnefs  of  chriftian  faith,  and  his  zeal 
againft  the  fpirit  of  felf-righteoufnefs,  are  ob- 
fervable  in  the  following  paflage.  *'  If  any  int 
"  terpret  judaifm  to  you,  hear  him  not.  For  it 
"  is  better  to  hear  the  Gofpel  from  a  circumcifcd 
^^  perfon,  than  Judaifm  from  an  uncircumcifed 
"  one.  But  if  both  fpeak  not  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
!^  they  are  to  me  pillars  and  fepulchres  of  the 
'*  dead,  on  which  are  written  only  the  names  of 


•*  men/* 


Having 
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Having  fpoken  of  the  anticnts,  he  fays,  «  the 
**  antient  things  to  me  are  JefusChrift,  the  anticnt 
^^  things  inacceffible  to  man,  his  crofs,  and  death, 
"  and  refurrcftion,  and  faith  which  is  in  him,  in 
**  which  I  dcfire  (through  your  prayer)  to  be 
^  juftificd."  He  begs  them  to  fend  a  Deacon  to 
Antioch,  to  congratulate  his  people  on  the  cet 
fation  of  perfecution.  Toward  the  conclufion  he 
fpeaks  or  Philo,  the  deacon  from  Cilicia,  who 
miniftred  to  him,  together  with  Agathopes  a  choice 
faint,  who,  renouncing  the  world,  had  followeci 
him  from  Syria. 

He  wrote  alfo  from  Troas  to  the  Smyrneanr, 
and  his  commendations  of  them  are  confonant  to 
the  charafter  they  bear  in  the  book  of  the  Reve<r 
lation.  They  had  weathered  the  ftorm  of  perfe- 
cution, which  was  there  prophefied  of,  fulfilled, 
I  apprehend,  under  Domitian,  ^nd  h^d  probably 
enjoyed  the  miniftry  of  Polycarp  from  St.  John's 
time.  The  moft  ftriking  thing  in  this  epiftle,  is 
the  zeal  with  which  he  warns  them  againft  the 
Docctae.  In  what  lay  the  evil  of  their  hercfy  ? 
It  took  away  the  atoning  blood  of  Chrid,  and  the 
hope  of  a  bleffed  refurreftion.  In  what  lies  the 
real  glory  of  chriftian  religion  in  his  view,  is  not 
hard  to  underftand  ;  and  it  is  worth  while  for 
modern  Divines  to  learn  from  him.  *'  I  glorify 
*•  Jefus  Chrift  our  God,  who  hath  given  you  wif- 
**  dom.  For  I  underftand,  that  you  are  pcrfeft 
^*  in  the  immoveable  faith — of  our  Lord  Jefus 
*'  Chrift,  who  realfy  was  of  the  feed  of  Davi4 
*^  according  to  the  flefh — born  of  a  virgin  realfy^ 
*^  who  realfy  fufFered  under  Pontius  Pilate.—— 
"  For  all  thefe  things  he  fuffcred  for  us,  that  we 
**  might  be  faved. .  And  he  truly  fufFered,  as  alfo 
^'  he  irufy  raifed  up  himfelf,  not  as  fome  infidels 
^  lay  chat  he  femed  to  fufier,  themfclves  only 
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fffeaning  to  be,  and  as  they  think,  it  fhall  happen 
^*  to  them. — I  forewarn  you  of  thofe  bcafts,  who 
f*  arc  in  the  fhape  of  men,  whom  you  ought  no^ 
"  only  not  to  receive,  but  if  poffible  not  even  to 
"meerwith."  An  humble  and  thankful  fenfe 
of  the  unfpeakable  value  of  Chrift,  leads  naturally 
to  this  charity,  and  the  want  of  it  leaves  men 
always  under  the  appearance  of  candour  to  a  cruel 
infenfibility  of  heart,  and  an  undiftinguifhing 
Scepticifm.  '*  Only  you  ought  to  pray  for  them,! 
*•  if  they  may  be  converted,  which  is  a  difficult 
**  cafe.  But  Jefus  Chrift,  our  true  life,  has  the 
**  power  of  this.**  It  feems,  that  thcfe  heretics;, 
with  their  ufual  artifices  laboured  •  to  work  them- 
felves  into  the  good  graces  of  Ignatius.  He  fees 
through  their  defigns,  and  fays,  "  for  what  does 
"  it  pirofit  me,  if  any  man  commend  me,  and  yet 
"  blafpheme  my  Lord,  denying  him  to  have  come 
♦*  in  the  flelh  ? — They  fcparate  from  the  Eucharift 
"  and  from  prayer,  becaufe  they  confefs  not  the 
"  Eucharift  to  be  the  flelh  of  our  Saviour  Jefus 
"  Chrift,  who  fuffered  for  our  fins, — They  who 
♦'  contradid  the  gift  of  God,  die  in  their  reafon^ 
"  ings." — Union  with  the  Biftiop  he  ftrenuoufly 
infifts  on.  "  It  is  not  lawful  without  the  Bilhop, 
?'  to  baptize,  or  to  make  an  agape  (love  feaft).'* 

We  fee  the  method  of  true  chriftians  in  thefe 
times.  They  carefully  feparated  from  heretics  ; 
they  beheld  their  views  with  horror ;  they  ftuck 
clofe  to  Chrift.  His  Godhead,  Manhood,  Atone- 
ment, Priefthood,  were  ineftimably  precious  in 
their  eyes.  They  could  not  allow  thofe  to  be. 
chriftians  at  all,  who  denied  the  fundamentals. 
In  fine,  they  preferved  order  and  clofe  connexion 
with  their  paftors ;  they  did  nothing  in  religiot^ 
without  them.  Thefe  were  the  means  of  pre- 
ferving  truth  among  them.    And  the  long  courfe 
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ttience  entering  into  the  Tufcan  fea,  and  palling 
by  feveral  iflands  and  cities,  at  length  they  came 
in  view  of  Puteoli,  which  being  fhewn  to  him,  he 
haftened  to  go  forth,  defirous  to  tread  in  the  fteps 
of  the  Apoftle  Paul ;  but  a  violent  wind  arifmg 
would  not  permit  him  to  accomplilh  this  defign; 
The  wind  continuing  favourable,  in  one  day 
and  night,  "  we  indeed  (fay  the  relaters  of  the 
martyrdom  his  attendants)  were  unwillingly  hur^ 
ried  on,  as  forrowing  to  think  of  being  feparated 
from  the  martyr.  But  to  him  it  happened  ac- 
cording to  his  wifh,  that  he  might  fooner  leave 
the  world,  and  depart  to  his  Lord  whom  he  loved.' 
Wherefore  failing  into  the  Roman  port,  and  thofc 
impure  fports  being  at  an  end,  the  foldiers  began 
to  be  offended  with  his  flownefs,  but  the  Bifhop 
joyfully  complied  with  their  haftincfs."  ThePort 
was  at  Oftiaj  fome  miles  from  Rome,  and  here 
he  was  met  by  the  Roman  Chriftians,  who  in- 
timated their  ftrong  defire  for  his  prcfervation; 
Some  of  them  probably  had  fome  influence,  and 
were  willing  to  try  it.  Ignatius,  however,  was 
inflexible.  He  was  now  brought  to  Rome,  and 
prefented  to  the  Prcfeft  of  the  eity. 

When  he  was  led  to  execution  he  was  attended 
by  a  number  of  the  brethren,  and  was  allowed  to 
join  in  prayer  with  them.  And  he  prayed  to  the 
Son  of  God*  in  behalf  of  the  churches,  that  he 
would  put  a  (lop  to  the  perfecution,  and  continue 
the  love  of  the  brethren  toward  each  other.  He 
was  then  led  into  the  amphitheatre^  and  fpeedily 
thrown  to  the  wild  beafts.  He  had  here  alfo  his 
wilh.  The  beafts  were  his  grave.  A  few  bones 
only  were  left,  which  the  deacons  gathered,  care- 
fully preferved,  and  afterwards  bgried  at  Antioch. 

The 

*  I  nfe  the  expreffion  of  the  A6U :  let  the  reader  make  the  ^ 
infinrence  for  himielf . 
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The  writers  thus  conclude.  "  We  have  madef 
•*  known  to  you  both  the  day  and  the  time,  that 
^*  being  aflfembled  together  according  to  the  time 
•'  of  his  martyrdom,  we  may  communicate  with 
*'  the  magnanimous  martyr  of  Chrift,  who  trod« 
**  under-foot  the  devil,  and  completed  the  courfc 
**  which  he  had  devoutly  wiQied  in  Chrift  Jefus 
**  our  Lord,  by  whom  and  with  whom  all  glory 
"  and  power  be  to  the  Father  with  the  blefled 
**  Spirit  for  ever.     Amen.'* 

Ufher  has  prefcrved,  or  rather  reftored  to  us  alfa 
an  epiftle  of  Polycarp  to  the  Philippians.  It 
breathes  the  fame  fpiric  as  thofe  of  his  fellow- 
difciple,  but  has  lefs  pathos  and  vigour  of  fen- 
timcnc.  Quotations  from  it  will  be  needlefr.  He 
begs  the  Philippians  to  communicate  to  him  what 
they  knew  of  Ignatius,  whom  they  had  feen  at 
Philippi,  after  his  departure  from  Smyrna.  We 
fee  hence  how  the  churches  then  formed  one  large 
fraternity,  abftraded  from  partial  views  of  fup- 
porting  little  fadions  and  intcrcfts.  He  exhorts 
them  to  obey  the  word  of  righteoufnefe,  and  to 
exercifc  all  patience,  which  they  had  feen  ex- 
emplified in  Ignatius,  and  in  others  among  them- 
felves,  and  in  Paul  himfelf,  and  the  reft  of  the 
Apoftles ;  for  they  loved  not  this  prefent  worlds 
but  him  who  died  and  was  raifed  again  by  God 
for  us.  By  his  account  it  appears,  that  the  Phi- 
lippians ftill  retained  the  chriftian  fpirit.  One 
of  the  Preftjyttrs,  Valens  and  his  wife^  had  fmned 
through  covetoui'nefs.  Would  to  God  fuch  fpots 
in  the  paftoral  charafter  were  as  lingular  in  our 
times  !  Polycarp  beautifully  expreflcs  his  cha- 
ritable concern  for  them,  and  exhorts  them,  in 
affedionate  fympathy,  to  endeavour  to  reftore 
their  fpiritual  health. 

Thus 
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Thus  much  for  Trajan's  pcrfccurion,  for  the 
fpirit  of  chriftiansj  fo  far  as  ij:  can  be  collcdtcd^  at 
that  timc^  for  the  martyrdom  of  Ignatius,  and  foi 
the  fignal  glory  which  God  was  plcafcd  to  diffuft 
around  it  among  the  churches. 


CHAP.     II. 


THE   HISTORY   OF   CHRISTIANS    DURIMCJ  THt  UttGUi 
OF  ADRIAN  AND  ANTONINUS  PIUS. 

TRAJAN  died  in  the  year  117.  The  latt«i* 
part  of  his  rci^n  had  been  employed  in  hii 
great  military  expedition  into  the  Eaft,  whence* 
he  lived  not  to  return.  His  exploits  and  triumphs 
fall  not  within  my  province ;  I  have  no  bufinefs 
with  him  except  in  that  line,  in  which  to  a  chrif* 
tian  he  muft  appear  to  the  greateft  difadvantagCf 
and  out  of  which  it  were  heartily  to  be  wifhed^ 
that  he  had  ever  given  any  evidence  of  a  defire  ta 
remove.  His  fucceffor,  Adrian,  appears  not  to 
have  ever  iffued  anv  perfccuting  edifts.  But  th* 
iniquity  of  his  predcceflbr  furvived,  and  Adrian's 
filent  acquicfcence  for  a  time,  gave  it  fufficicnt 
fcope  to  exert  itfelf  in  afts  of  barbarity. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Gofpel  fpread  more  and 
more.  A  number  of  Apoftolical  perfons  demon- 
ftratcd  by  their  conduft,  that  the  Spirit,  which 
had  influenced  the  Apoftles,  refted  upon  them. 
Filled  with  divine  charity,  they  diltributed  their 
fubftance  to  the  poor,  and  travelled  into  regions^ 
which  as  yet  had  not  heard  the  found  of  thd 
Gofpel  i  and  having  planted  the  faith,  they  or- 
dained other  perfons  as  paftors^  committing  to 

them 
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them  the  culture  of  the  new  ground,  and  pafled 
themfelves  to  other  countries.     Hence  numbers 
through  grace  embraced  the  do^rine  of  falvation, 
at  the  firft  hearing,  with  much  alacrity *«     It  is 
natural  to  admire  here  the  power  of  grace  in  the. 
produdlion  of  fo  pure  and  charitable  a  fpirit,  tQ 
contrail  it  with  the  illiberal  felfiflinefs  too  pre- 
valent even  among  the  beft  in  our  days,  and  to 
regret  how  little  is  done  for  the  propagation  of  the 
Gofpel  'through  the  world,  by  nations  whofe  aids 
of  commerce  and  navigation  are  fo  much  fuperifir 
to  thofe  enjoyed  by  the  antients.     One  advantage 
thefe  Chriltians  poffeffcd  indeed,  which  we  have 
not.     They  were  all  one  body,  one  church,  of 
one  name,    and  cordially  loved  one  another  as 
firethren.     The  attention  to  fundamentals,  to  real 
chriftianity,  was  not  difllpated  by  fchifmatic  pe* 
culiarities,    nor  was  the  body  of  Chrift  rent  in 
pieces   by   fadtions.     There  were    indeed    many 
ncretics  i  but  real  chriftians  admitted  them  not 
into  their  communities-,  the  line  of  diftindion  was 
drawn  with  fufficient  precifion,  and  a  dillike  of 
the  perfon  or  offices  of  Chrift,  and  of  the  real 
Ipirit  of  holinefs,  difcriminated  the  heretics  :  and 
Reparation  from  them,  while  it  was  undoubtedly 
^he  bed  mark  of  charity  to  their  fouls,  tended  to 
j^referve  the  faith  and  love  of  true  chriftians  in 
genuine  purity. 

Among  thefe  holy  men  Quadratus,  was  much 
cliftinguiflied.  He  fucceeded  Publius  in  the 
fiifhopric  of  Athens,  who  had  fuffered  martyrdom 
either  in  this  or  the  foregoing  reign.  He  found 
"^he  flock  in  a  difperfed  and  confuted  ftatef,  their 
{Dublick  aflemblies  were  deferted,  their  zeal  was 
^rown  cold  and  languid,  their  lives  and  manners 

N  wc» 
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were  corrupted,  and  they  feemed  likely  to  apofta- 
tize  from   chriftianity.     Quadratus   laboured  to 
recover  them  with    much  zeal    and  with  equal 
fuccefs*.     Order  and  difcipline  were  reftored,  and 
with  them  the  holy  flame  of  godlincfs.     One  of 
the  ftrongeft  teftimonies  of  thefe  things,  is  the 
account  which  the  famous Origen,  (who  lived  fume 
years  after)  in  the  fccond   book  of  his  trcatifc 
againft  Celfus,   gives   of   the  Athenian  Church.' 
While  this  great  man  is  demonftrating  the  ad- 
mirable eflicacy  of  chriftian  faith  on  the  minds  of 
men,  he  exemplifies  his  pofitions   by   this  very 
church  of  Athens,  on  account  of  its  good  order, 
conftancy,  meeknefs,  and  quietnefs,  infinitely  fu- 
perior  to  the  common  political  aflembly  at  Athens, 
which  was  faftious  and  tumultuary,  and  no  way 
to  be  compared  with  the  chriftian  church  in  thac 
city,  he  affirms  that  it  was  evident,  that  the  worll 
parts  of  the  church  were  better  than  the  beft  of 
their  popular  aflemblies.     This  is  a  very  pleafihg 
tcftimony  to  the  growth  of  chriftianity,  fincc  the 
time  that  a  handful  of  feed  was  fown  there  by  St. 
Paul ;  and  let  the  tcftimony  of  fo  penetrating  and 
fagacious  an  obferver  as  Origen  be  confidered,  as 
one  of  the  many  proofs  that  might  be  given  of 
the  happy  effedl  which  real  chriftianity  has  on 
human  fociety.     To  a  mind  not  intoxicated  with 
vain  ideas  of  fecular  glory,  the  chriftian  part  of 
Athens  muft  appear  infinitely  more  happy  and 
more  refpeftabk,  than  that  commonwealth  ever 
had  been  in  the  meridian  of  it's  glory.     But  wc 
hope  in  future  pages  to  give  much  ftronger^roofit 
of    the  advantages  derived  to  fociety  from  the 
Gofpel. 

In  the  fixth  year  of  his  reign,  Adrian  came  to 
Athens,  and  was  initiated  in  the  Eleufinian  myf-  . 

teries. 

^  Cave*t  life  ofQuadratut. 
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tcrics.  This  Prince  was  remarkably  fond  of  Pagan 
inftitutions,  and  by  this  very  circumftance  demon- 
ftratcd  a  fpiric  extremely  foreign  to  chriftianity. 
The  perfecutors  proceeded  with  fanguinary  vi- 
gour ;  when  Quadratus  at  length  prefented  an 
apology  to  the  Emperor,  defending  the  Gofpel 
from  the  calumnies  of  it's  enemies  ;  in  which  he 
particularly  took  notice  of  our  Saviour's  miracles, 
his  curing  difeafes,  and  raifing  the* dead,  fomc 
inftances  of  which,  he  fays,  were  alive  in  his  time. 
Ariftides,  a  Chriftian  writer  at  that  time  in 
Athens,  addrcfled  himfelf  alfo  to  Adrian  in  art 
apology  on  the  fame  fubjeft.  The  good  fenfe  of 
the  Emperor  at  length  was  rouzed  to  do  jufticc 
to  his  innocent  fubjefts.  The  apologies  of  the 
two  writers  may  be  reafonably  fuppofed  to  have 
had  fome  effeft  on  his  mind.  Yet  a  letter  from 
Screnius  Granianus,  Proconful  of  Afia,  may  be 
conceived  to  have  moved  him  (till  more.  He 
wrote  to  the  Emperor,  that  it  feemcd  to  him  un- 
Fcafonable,  that  the  chriftians  fhould  be  put  to 
death,  merely  to  gratify  the  clamours  of  the 
people,  without  trial,  and  without  any  crime 
proved  againft  them.  This  feems  the  firft  inftancc 
of  any  Roman  Governor  daring  publickly  to  throw 
out  ideas  contradiftory  to  Trajan's  iniquitous 
maxims,  which  inflifted  death  on  chriftians  as 
fuch,  abftrafted  from  any  moral  guilt.  And  it 
feems  to  me  a  fufficient  proof,  that  the  feverc 
fufFerings  of  chriftians  at  this  period,  which  ap- 
pear to  have  been  very  remarkable  in  Afia,  were 
more  owing  to  the  adtive  and  fanguinary  fpirit  of 
perfecution  itfelf,  which,  from  Trajan's  example, 
was  become  very  fafhionable,  than  to  any  explicit 
regard  for  his  Edifts.  We  have  Adrian's  Refcript 
addreflfed  to  Minucius  Fundanus,  the  fuccelfor 
of  Granianus,  whofe  Government  feems  to  have 
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been  nearly  expired,  when  he  wrote  to  the  Em- 
peror. 

*To  Minucius  Fundanus. 

•'  I  have  received  a  letter  written  to  me  by  the 
very  illuftrious  Serenius  Granianus,  whom  you 
have  fucceeded.  To  me  then  the  affair  feems 
by  no  means  fit  to  be  (lightly  pafTed  over,  that 
men  may  hot  be  difturbed  without  caufe,  and 
that  Sycophants  may  not  be  encouraged  in  their 
odious  pradices.  If  the  people  of  the  province 
will  appear  publickly,  and  make  open  charges 
againft  the  chriftians,  fo  as  to  give  them  an  op- 
portunity of  anfwering  for  themfelves,  let  them' 
proceed  in  that  manner  only,  and  not  by  rude 
demands  and  mere  clamours.  For  it  is  much 
more  proper,  if  any  will  accufe  them,  that  you 
Ihould  take  cognizance  of  thefe  matters.  If  any 
then  accufe,  and  fhew  that  they  commit  any  thing 
againft  the  laws,  do  you  determine  according  to 
the  nature  of  the  crime.  Bur,  by  Hercules*,  if 
the  charge  be  a  mere  calumny,  do  you  eftimate 
the  enormity  of  the  offence,  and  punifti  it  as  it 
dcferves." 

Notwithftanding  the  obfcurity,  which  I  find 
Dr.  Jortin  and  Dr.  Lardner  fuppofe  to  be  in  this 
refcript,  I  cannot  but  think  it  clearly  (hews  that  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  Emperor  to  prevent  chrif- 
tians  from  being  punifhed  as  fuch.  The  only 
reafon  for  hefitation  which  I  can  fee  is  the  incon* 
fiflency  of  it  with  Trajan's  refcript.  But  it  does  not 
appear  that  Adrian  meant  the  condu(5l  of  his  pre- 
decefTor  to  be  the  model  of  his  own,  and  we  mall 
fee  in  the  next  reign  flill  clearer  proofs  of  the 
equity  of  Adrian's  views.     It  is  but  a  piece  of 

juftice 

'    *  Thif  it  ao'!Oatb,  demoBftratiog  only  the  earoe(ioe&  of  the 
writer  10  his  declaratioot,  according  to  the  nfiial  profancoefs  of  mem 
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juftice  due  to  this  Emperor,  to  free  his  charaftcr 
-  from  the  charge  of  pcrfecution,  and  chriftians 
of  that  or  any  age  could  not  objeft  to  the  propriety 
of  punifhing  them  equally  with  other  men,  it  they 
violated  the  laws  of  the  ftate.  But  it  is  the  glory 
of  the  times  we  are  now  reviewing,  that  no  men 
were  more  innocent,  peaceable,  and  well-difpofed 
citizens  than  they.  Yet  the  enmity  of  men's 
minds  againft  real  godlinefs,  fo  natural  in  all 
:^ps,  laid  them  under  extreme  difadvantages  un- 
known to  others,  in  vindicatmg  themfelves  from 
unjuft  afperfions;  and  this  forms  indeed  one  of  the 
moft  painful  croITes  which  good  men  muft  endure 
in  this  life.  One  of  thefe  difadvantages  was,  the 
many  heretics  who,  wearing  the  name  of  chrif- 
tians, wcr^  guilty  of  the  moft  deteftable  enormi- 
ties. Thefe  were  indifcriminately  charged  by  the 
pagans  on  chriftians  in  generah  This  circum- 
flance,  in  addition  to  other  ftill  more  important 
reafons,  rendered  them  careful  in  preferving  the 
line  of  feparation  diftinft  ;  and  by  the  excellency 
of  their  doftrine,  and  the  purity  of  their  lives, 
they  were  enabled  gradually  to  overcome  all  un- 
candid  infinuations. 

There  is  extant  alfo  a  letter  of  Adrian*,  in 
which  he  fpeaks  of  the  chriftians  as  very  numerous 
at  Alexandria,  and  of  Chriftian  Bilhops,  in  a 
manner,  as  confiderable  as  the  priefts  or  Serapis. 
Since  St.  Mark's  rime,  it  is  evident,  though  wc 
have  fcarce  any  particular  accounts,  that  the 
Qofpel  muft  have  flourifhed  abundantly  in  Egypt. 
But  the  fame  equitable  rule  of  government, 
^hich  forbad  Adrian  to  punifh  the  chriftians,  led 
him  to  be  very  fcvere  againft  the  Jews  :  for  now 
appeared  Barchochebas,  who  pretended  to  be  the 
ftar  prophelied  of  by  Balaam.     This  miferable 

N  3  people, 

*  Vopifcutf  b,  A.  07. 
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people,  who  had  rejedtcd  the  true  Chrift,  received 
the  impoftor  with  open  arms;  who  led  them  into 
horrid  crimes,  and  amongft  the  reft  into  a  cruel 
treatment  of  the  chriftians*.  The  iflue  of  the 
rebellion  was  the  entire  exclufion  of  the  Jews' 
from  the  city  and  territory  of  Jerufalem.  Ano- 
ther city  was  eredbcd  in  its  fteaJ,  and  called  af- 
tcr  the  Emperor's  name,  ^lia.  This  leads  us 
to  confider  how  the  ftatc  of  the  Mother-Church 
of  Jerufalem  was  aflfcded  by  this  great  Re-^ 
volution.  The  chriftian  Jews  previous  to  the 
deftrudlion  of  Jerufalem  by  Titus,  as,  it  has  beep 
obferved,  had  retired  to  PcUa,  a  little  town  beyond 
Jordan,  inhabited  by  Gentiles.  The  unexpedcd 
retreat  of  Ceftius  had  given  them  this  opportunity 
of  effefting  their  efcape.  How  long  they  con- 
tinued here,  is  uncertain.  They  muft  however 
have  returned  before  Adrian's  time,  who,  coming 
to  Jerufalem  47  years  after  the  devaftation,  found 
there  a  few  houfes  and  a  little  church  of  Chriftians 
built  on  mount  Sion.  Here  the  church  of  Jerufalem 
kept  their  fojemn  aflcmblics,  and  feemcd  to  have 
acquired  a  fplendid  acceflion  by  the  converfion  of 
Aquila,  the  Emperor's  kinfman,  whom  he  made 
governor  and  ovcrfecr  of  the  new  city.  But  ftill 
purfuing  his  magic  and  aftrological  ftudies,  he 
was  caft  out  of  the  Church.  Strong  proof  that 
the  Mother-Church  ftill  retained  a  mealure  of  it's 
priftine  purity  and  difcipline.  Corrupt  churches 
are  glad  to  retain  perfons  of  eminence  in  their 
communion,  however  void  of  the  fpirit  of  the 
Gofpel.  Aquila,  incenfed,  apoftatized  to  Judaifm, 
and  tranOated  the  Old  Teftament  into  Greek -f. 

Eufebius,  b.4.  c.  5.  gives  us  a  lift  of  the  Bilhops 
who    fucceflively    prefided   in  Jerufalem,      The 

fira 

*  Juftin  Martyr,  in  his  M\  (commonly  called  fecond  apofogy) 
obferVet  that  Barchochebas  cruelly  tortured  the  chriitiaot,  wno  rc<- 
ftticd  to  deny  and  blafpheme  Jefus  Cbriii. 

t  Cave's  life  of  Siaeoo. 
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firft  was  the  Apoftle  James,  the  fecond  Simeon^ 
both  whofc  ftories  have  been  recorded.  He  men- 
tions thirteen  more,  but  we  have  no  account  o^ 
their  charafters  and  adions.  During  all  this  time 
fomething  judaical  leems  to  have  continued  in 
their  pradice;  though  Jewiih  ideas  would  na- 
turally decay  by  degrees.  The  revolution  under 
Adrian,  at  length  put  a  total  end  to  the  Jcwifh 
Church,  by  the  extirpation  and  banifhment  of 
this  people.  To  fuch  outward  changes  is  the 
Church  of  Chrift  fubjeft;  a  new  Church  however 
arofe  in  ^lia,  of  the  Gentiles,  whofe  firft  Bifhop 
was  Mark. 

Adrian,  after  a  reign  of  twenty  one  years,  was 
fucceeded  by  Antoninus  Pius,  who  appears  to 
have  been,  at  lead  in  his  own  perfonal  chara6ter 
and  intentions,  always  guiltlefs  of  chriftian  blood.  ^ 
It  was  very  difficult  for  the  enemies  of  Chrift  to  ^ 
fupport  their  perfecuting  fpirit,  with  any  tolerably 
fpecious  pretenfions.  The  abominations  of  here- 
tics, whom  ignorance  and  malice  will  ever  con- 
found with  real  chriftians,  Furnilhed  them  with 
feme.  Probably  thefe  were  much  exaggerated  ; 
but  whatever  they  were,  the  whole  chriftian  name 
was  accufed  of  them.  Inccft  and  the  devouring 
of  infants  were  charged  upon  them,  and  thus  a 
handle  was  affbrc^ed  for  the  barbarous  treatment 
of  the  beft  of  mankind ;  till  time  decedted  the  Gan- 
ders, and  men  became  at  length  alhamed  of  af- 
fefting  to  believe,  what  was  in  its  own  nature 
improbable,  and  was  fupported  by  no  evidence. 
It  pleafed  God  at  this  time  to  endow  fome  chrif- 
tians  with  the  power  of  defending  his  truth  by 
the  manly  arms  of  rational  argumentation.  Juftin 
Martyr  prefented  his  firft  apology  to  the  Em- 
peror Antoninus  Pius,  about  the  third  year  of 
his  reign,  A.  D.  140.     He  was  of  that  fpecies  of 

men 
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men  who  in  thofe  days  were  ufually  called  Pfai« 
lofopbers.     His   converfion   to  chriftianity,    hit 
views  and  fpirit,  his  labours  and  fuflferings,  will 
deferve  to  be  confidered  in  a  diftinft  chapter. 
Suffice  it  hpre  to  fay,  that  the  information  and 
arguments  which  his  firft  apology  contained,  were 
hot  in  vain.     Antoninus  was  a  man  of  fcnfc  and: 
humanity,  open  toconviftion,  uncorrupted  by  the 
vain  and  chimerical  philofophy  of  the  times,  and 
defirous  of  doing  jufticc  to  all  mankind.     Afia 
propria  was  ftill  the  fcene  of  vital  chriftianity  and 
of  cruel  perlecution.     Thence  the  chriftians  ap- 
plied to  Antoninus,    complaining  of  the  many 
injuries  which  they  fuftained  from  the  people  of 
the  country,  who  it  feems  laid   to  the  charge  of 
chriftians  the  earthquakes  which  had  lately  hap- 
pened.     The  Pagans  were  much  terrified,   and 
afcribcd  them  to  the  vengeance  of  Heaven  againft 
the  chriftians.    We  have  both  in  Eufcbius*  and  at 
the  end  of  Juftin's  firft  apology,  the  cdid  fcnt  to 
the  common  council  of  Afia,  every  line  of  which 
will  deferve  our  attchtion. 

7 be  Emperor  to  the  commcn  council  of  Afia. 

"  I  am  quire  of  opinion,  that  the  Gods  will 
take  care  to  difcover  fuch  perfons.  For  it  much 
more  concerns  them  to  punifli  thofe  who  rcfufe 
to  worfhip  them  than  you,  if  they  be  able.  But 
you  harafs  and  vex  them,  and  accufe  them  of 
Atheifm  and  other  crimes,  which  you  can  by  no 
means  prove.  To  them  it  appears  an  advantage 
to  die  for  their  religion,  and  they  gain  their  pointy 
while  they  throw  away  their  lives,  rather  than 
comply  with  your  injundlions.  As  to  the  earth* 
quakes,  which  have  happened  in  paft  times,  or 
lately,  is  it  not  proper  to  remind  you  of  your  own 

defpondencyi 

*  B.  4*  xi,  xii,  xiii. 
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defpondcficy,  when  they  happen,  to  defire  you  to 
compare  your  fpirit  with  theirs,  aad  obfenre  how 
ierenely  they  confide  in  God  ?  In  fuch  feafons  yoa 
fccto  to  be  ignorant  of  the  Gods,  and  negleft  * 
their  worfhip,  and  you  live  in  the  praftical  ig<- 
norance  of  the  fupreme  God  himfelf,  and  you 
harafs  and  perfecute  to  death  thofe  who  do  wor* 
ihip  him.  Concerning  thcfe.  Men  fome  others  of 
the  provincial  governors  wrote  to  our  divine 
father  (Adrian)  to  whom  he  returned  anfwer,  that 
they  (hould  not  be  molefted,  unlefs  they  appeai'ed 
to  attempt  fomething  again (l  the  Roman  govern** 
ment.  Many  alfo  have  fignified  to  me  concerning 
thefe  men,  to  whom  I  have  returned  an  anfwer^ 
agreeable  to  the  maxims  of  my  Father.  But  if 
any  will  ftill  accufe  any  of  them  as  fuch  (as  chrif- 
tians)  Ice  the  accufed  be  acquitted,  though  he 
appear  to  be  a  chriftian,  and  let  the  accuier  be 
puni(bed.''  Set  up  at  Ephefus  in  the  common 
affembly  of  Afia. 

Eufebius  informs  us$  that  this  was  no  empty 
cdid,  but  was  really  put  in  execution.     Nor  did 
t!his  Emperor  content  himfelf  with  one  edift.     He 
wrote  to  the  fame  purport  to  the  Larifleans,  the 
Theflalonians,  the  Athenians,  and  all  the  Greeks. 
As  this  Prince  reigned  23  years,  fuch  vigorous 
mcafures  muft,  after  fome  time  at  leaft,  have  had 
their  effeft.   And  we  may  fairly  conclude  that  dur- 
ing a  great  part  of  this  reign  the  chriftians  were 
permitted  to  worfhip  God  in  peace.     A  few  re- 
marks on  the  conduct  of  this  Pricioc,  and  the 
fz&s  which  appear  on  the  face  of  his  edid,  will 
be  here  not  improper. 

1 .  There  are,  it  feems,  fome  inftances  of  Princes, 
even  in  antient  hiftory,  not  unacquainted  with  the 
juft  principles  of  religious  liberty,  which  are  now 
more  generally  underftood.    Not  the  moil  intel- 
ligent 
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ligent  legiflator  in  any  age,  underftood  the  natu- 
ral rights  of  confcience  better  than  Antoninus 
Pius.  He  faw  that  chriftians,  as  fuch,  ought  not 
to  be  punifhed.  His  fubjeds,  bigoted  and  bar- 
barous, were  far  from  thinking  fo,  and  it  was  not 
till  after  repeated  edicts  and  menaces,  that  he 
forced  them  to  ceafe  from  perfecution. 

2.  In  the  conduft  of  this  Emperor  one  may  fee 
how  far  human  nature  may  advance  in  moral 
virtue  by  its  natural  refources,  while  it  remains 
deftitute  of  the  grace  of  God  and  a  real  principle? 
of  holinefs.  If  the  advocates  of  natural  morality, 
conHdered  as  abftrafted  from  chriftianityj  were  to 
fix  on  a  charafter  the  moft  able  to  fupport  the 
weight  of  their  caufe,  it  would  be  their  intereft  to 
put  it  into  the  hands  of  Antoninus  Pius.  He 
would  defend  it,  not  with  pompous  fyftems  and 
declamatory  flourifhes,  but  by  an  amiable,  gene<p 
rous,  and  magnanimous  conduft.  I  have  been 
aftonifhed  at  the  ch^rafter  that  is  given  of  him* 
Doubtlefs  a  more  diftindl  and  explicit  detail  of 
his  life  would  leffen  our  admiration.  We  have 
not  the  opportunity  of  knowing  him  fo  thoroughly 
as  Socrates  and  Cicero.  The  former  by  the  wri- 
tings  of  his  fcholars,  the  latter  by  his  own,  arc 
known  as  minutely  as  if  they  were  our  contem- 
poraries. -  Could  the  Emperor  be  as  accurately 
furveyed,  poffibly  fomething  of  the  fupercilious 
pride  of  the  Grecian,  or  of  the  ridiculous  vs^in 
glory  of  the  Roman  patriot,  might  appear.  They 
are  both  "^ry  eminent  patterns  of  moral  virtue ; 
but  yet,  with  all  the  disadvantages  of  fuch  impcr- 
feft  hiftorians  as  Viftor  and  Julius  Capitolinus, 
they  muft  give  the  palm  to  Antoninus.  Defpotic 
power  feems  in  his  hands  to  have  been  only  ^  an 
inftrument  of  doing  good  to  mankind.  His  tern- 
per  was  mild  and  gentle  in  a  very  high  degree ; 

yet; 
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as  if  he  had  been  of  the  moft  keen  and  irriuble 
difpofuion.     He  took  care  of  his  fubjcfts  with  fo 
great  diligence,  that  he  attended  to  all  perfons 
and  things,  as  if  they  had  been  his  private  pro- 
perty*.    Scarce  any  fault  is  afcribed  to  him,  but 
that  he  carried  his  inquifitive  temper  to  excefs. 
His  fucceflbr  the  fccond  Antoninus  owns,  that  he 
was  religious  without  fuperliition,    and  that  he 
was  not  fuperftitious  in  the  worfhip  of  the  Gods. 
This  we  have  in  his  Stoical  meditations  ftill  ex- 
tant *f.     We  cannot  therefore  doubt  but  that  he 
had  an  opportunity  of  knowing  what  chriftianity 
was.     He  knew  fomethin^  of  it»  and  he  approved 
of  the  moral  conduft  of  chriftians.     He  gives 
them  the  moll  honourable  charadcr,  has  no  fear 
of  them  as  difloyal  or  turbulent,  and  makes  com- 
parifans  between  them  and  Pagans  to  the  advan- 
tage of  the  former.     From  an  expreflion  in  the 
edi<5V,  **  if  ihey  be  able,"  one  is  almoft  tempted 
to  fufpect,  that  he  had  very  little  internal  relpeft 
for  the  gods.     Were  there  no  God,    no  Divine 
Providtnce,  and  no  future  ftate,  the  virtue  of  this 
man  would  doubdefs  be  complete*     But  his  cafe 
Ihews,  that  it  is  pofTible,   by  the  united  influence 
<?f  good  fenfe  and  good  temper^  lor  a  man  to  be 
extremely  beneficent  to  his  fellow- creature^,  with- 
out the  leaft  regard  to  his  Maker.     Surely  were 
chriftianity  and  mere  moral  virtue  the  fame  things, 
-Antoninus  ought  to  be  called  a  chriftian.     Yet 
it  does  not  appear  that  he  ever  feriouDy  ftudied 
the  GofpeL     A  fceptical  careleflhefs  and  indif- 
fercncCi  not  unlike  that  temper  which  under  the 
names  of  candour  and  moderation  has  now  over- 
fpread  the  face  of  Europe,  feems  to  havepofleCed 

the 
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the  mind  of  this  amiable  Prince :  and  while  he 
attended  to  the  temporal  good  of  mankind,  and 
felicitated  himfelf  on  his  good  aftions,  he  feemed 
to  forget  that  he  had  a  foul  accountable  to  the 
Supreme  Being,  and  fcarce  to  think  it  pofTible, 
that  it  fhould  have  any  guilt  to  anfwer  for  before 
him.  The  evil  of  fuch  a  contempt  of  God  is 
what  mankind  are  of  all  things  lead  inclined  ra 
difcern.  Yet  it  is  the  evil  of  all  others  the  moft 
vehemently  oppofed  in  fcripture  under  the  feveral 
branches  of  idolatry,  unbelief,  felf-righteoufnefs, 
'  and  pride.  And  without  a  knowledge  of  it  and 
a  humble  fenfe  of  guilt  on  account  of  it,  the  very 
nature  of  the  gofpel  itfelf  cannot  be  underftood. 
The  conclufion  refulting  from  this  confideration 
is,  that  godlincfs  is  perreftly  diftinft  from  mora- 
lity, which  always  flourilhes  indeed  where  god- 
linefs  is,  but  is  capable  of  a  feparate  exiftence. 

3.  The  edidt  of  this  good  Emperor  is  a  Angu- 
larly valuable  teftimony  in  favour  of  the  chriftians 
of  that  time.  It  appears  that  there  were  then  a 
race  of  men  devoted  to  the  ferviceof  Chrift,  ready 
to  die  for  his  name  and  on  account  of  his  religion,  ^ 
rather  than  to  renounce  it,  who  exemplified  the 
fuperior  worth  of  that  religion  by  a  fuperior  pro- 
bity and  innocence  of  manners,  fo  as  to  appear 
as  the  beft  of  fubj^dls  in  the  opinion  of  an  Em- 
peror of  the  higheft  candour,  intelligence,  and 
acute  obfcrvation.  They  were  not  inferior  to 
the  beft  of  the  heathens  in  morality,  and  had  be- 
fides,  what  this  Emperor  confeffes  their  enemies 
were  void  of,  a  fincere  fpirit  of  reverence  for  the 
Supreme  Being,  an  unaffected  contempt  of  death^^ 
and  that  to  which  Stoicifm  pretends,  a  real  ferenity 
of  mind  under  the  moft  prefTing  dangers,  and  this 
grounded  on  an  unfhaken  confidence  in  God.  Wc 
fee  hence  that  the  out-poqring  of  the  Spirit  of 

God, 
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God,  which  began  at  the  feaft  of  Pentecoft,  was 
(bill  continued.  Chriftians  were  fo  in  power,  and 
not  in  name  only,  by  the  teftimony  of  an  heathen 
Prince ;  and  thofe  who  would  fubftitute  morality 
in  the  room  of  their  religion,  would  do  well  to 
confider,  that  good  morality  itfelf  knows  no  fup- 
port  like  that  of  chriftianity.  This  divine  reli- 
gion comprehends  every  poflible  good  thing  that 
can  be  found  in  all  others,  and  has  over  and  above . 
its  own  peculiar  virtues,  and  a  fund  of  confolation 
and  an  energy  of  fupport  under  the  profpeft  of 
death  itfelf,  and  points  out  the  only  fafe  and  fure 
road  to  a  blifsful  immortality. 


CHAP.     III. 


JUSTIN    MARTYR. 


THIS  great  man  was  born  at  Neapolis  in 
Samaria,  antiently  called  Sichem.  His  fa- 
ther was  a  Gentile,  probably  one  of  the  Greeks, 
belonging  to  the  colony  tranfplanted  thither,  who 
gave  his  fon  a  philofophical  education.  In  his 
youth  he  travelled  for  the  improvement  of  his 
underftanding,  and  Alexandria  afforded  him  all 
the  entertainment  which  an  inquifirive  mind  could 
derive  from  the  falhionable  ftudies.  The  Stoics 
appeared  to  him  at  firft  the  matters  of  happinefs. 
He  gave  himfelf  up  to  one  of  this  fe6t,  till  he 
found  he  could  learn  nothing  from  him  of  the 
nature  of  God.  It  is  remarkable  (as  he  tells  us 
himfelf*)  that  his  Tutor    told  him  this  was  a 

knowledge 
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knowledge  by  no  means  neceflary ;  which  much 
illuftrates  the  views  of  Dr.  Warburton  concerning 
thefc  antient  philofophers,  that  they  were  Atheifts 
in  reality.  He  next  betook  himfclf  to  a  Peripate- 
tic, whofe  anxious  dcfirc  of  fettling  the  price  of 
his  inftruftions  convinced  Juftin,  that  truth  did 
not  dwell  with  him.  A  Pythagorean  next  engaged 
his  attention,  who  requiring  of  him  the  previous 
knowledge  of  mufic,  allronomy,  and  geometry,  dif- 
mifled  him  for  the  prcfent,  when  he  underftood 
he  was  unfurnilhcd  with  thofe  ftudies.  In  much 
folicitude  he  applied  himfelf  to  a  Platonic  Phi- 
lofopher,  with  a  more  plaufible  appearance  of 
fuccefs  than  from  any  of  the  foregoing.  He  now 
gave  himfelf  to  retirement.  As  he  was  walking 
near  the  Tea,  he  was  met  by  an  aged  perfon  of 
a  venerable  appearance,  whom  he  beheld  with 
much  attention.  Do  you  know  me  ?  fays  he ; 
when  Juftin  anfwered  in  the  negative,  he  aflccd 
him  why  he  furveyed  him  with  fuch  attention  ?  I 
wondered,  fays  he,  to  find  any  perfon  here.  The 
ftranger  obferved  that  he  was  waiting  for  fome 
domeftics,  but  what  brought  you  here,  fays  he  ? 
Juftin  profeffed  his  love  of  private  meditation: 
the  other  hinted  at  the  abfurdity  of  mere  fpecu- 
lation  abftrafted  from  praftice,  which  gave  oc- 
cafion  to  Juftin  to  exprefs  his  ardent  defire  of 
knowing  God,  and  to  expatiate  on  the  praifes  of 
philofophy.  The  ftranger  by  degrees  endeavoured 
to  cure  him  of  his  ignorant  admiration  of  Plato 
and  Pythagoras,  and  to  point  out  to  him  the  writ- 
ings of  the  Hebrew  prophets  as  being  much  more 
antient  than  any  of  thofe  called  philofophers,  and 
led  him  to  fome  view  of  chriftianiry,  in  it's  nature 
and  in  it's  evidences,  adding,  "  above  all  things, 
pray,  that  the  gates  of  light  may  be  opened  to 
thee  i  for  they  arc  not  difcernible,   nor  to  be 

underftood 


(      207      ) 

underftood  by  all,   except  God    and   his  Chrift 

?;ivc  to  a  man  to  undcrftand."     The  man  having 
poken  thefe  things  and  much  more,    left  me» 
fays  Juftin,  direfting  me  to  purfue  thefe  things,* 
and  I  faw  him  no  more.     Immediately  a  fire  was 
kindled  in  my  foul,  and  1  had  a  ftrong  affeAion 
for  the  prophets  and  thofe  men  who    are    the 
friends  of  Chrift,  and  weighing  within  myfelf  his   ' 
words,    I  found   this  to  be  the  only   fure  phi- 
lofophy.     We  have  no  more  particulars  of  the 
cxercifcs  of  his  foul  in  religion.     His  converfion 
took  place  from  hence  fometime  in  the  reign  of 
Adrian.     But  he  has  fhewn  us  enough  to  make 
it  evident,  that  converfion  was  then  looked  on 
as  an  inward  fpiritual  work  on  the  foul,  and  that' 
he  had  the  fubftance  of  the  fame  work  of  grace 
which  the  Spirit  operates  at  this  day  on  real  chrif- 
tians.      There    appears    in    his    cafe  an    earneft 
though tfulnefs,  attended  with  a  ftrong  defire  to 
know  God,  and  an  experimental  fenfe  of  his  own 
ignorance,  and  of  the  infufficiency  of  human  re- 
fources.     Then  the  providential  care  of  God  in 
bringing  him  under  the  means  of  chriftian  in- 
ftruftion,  a  direction  to  his  foul  to  pray  for  fpi- 
ritual illumination,  the  divine  hunger  created  in 
his  heart,  and  in  due  time  the  fatisfaftory  com- 
forts and  privileges  of  real  chriftianity ;  which 
with   him  was  not  mere  words  and  declarations, 
but  he  found  it,  he  fays,  to  have  a  formidable 
majefty  in  it's  nature,    adapted  to  terrify  thofc 
who  are  in  the  way  of  tranfgreflion,  as  well  as  a 
fweetnefs,  peace,  and  ferenity  for  thofe  who  arc 
converfant  in  it.     He  owns  in  another  of   his 
works*,  that  the  example  of  chriftians  fufFering 
death  fo  ferenely  for  their  faith,  moved  his  mind 

not 
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not  a  little ;  this  is  an  obvious  conflderation  and 
need  not  to  be  infifted  on ;  it  is  not  for  the  intereft 
of  the  caufe  of  thofe  called  Philofophers  in  any  age, 
that  it  fhould  be  infifted  on.  Jnftin  after  his  con- 
verfion  ftill  wore  the  ufual  philofophic  garb,  which 
demonftrates  that  he  retained,  perhaps,  too  great 
an  affection  for  the  ftudies  of  his  youth*;  and  if 
I  miiVake  not,  he  always  preferved  a  very  ftrong 
tindure  of  the  philofophic  fpirit,  though  not  ia 
fuch  a  manner  as  to  prevent  his  finccre  attach- 
ment to  the  Gofpel, 

Coming  to  Rome  in  the  time  of  Antoninus 
Pius,  he  there  wrote  a  confutation  of  the  heretics; 
particularly  of  Marcion,  the  fon  of  a  Bi(hop  born 
in  Pontus,  who  for  lewdnefs-f-  was  ejedted  from 
the  church  and  fled  to  Rome,  where  he  broached 
errors  of*  an  Antinomian  tendency.  It  makes  no 
part  of  my  plan  to  define  the  fyftems  of  heretics, 
but  only  to  fpcak  of  them  as  they  come  in  my 
way,  with  a  fpecial  reference  to  their  oppofitioii 
to  the  fundamentals  of  the  Gofpel.  That  ho* 
linefs,  without  which  no  man  fhall  fee  the  Lord, 
and  which  was  the  great  defign  of  Chrifl:  to  pro* 
mote,  found  in  this  pretended  chriftian  a  cordial 
enemy  ;  and  Juftin,  who  had  tafted  of  the  holy 
nature  of  the  Gofpel  in  his  own  experience,  with-^ 
flood  him  both  in  converfation  and  by  his  writ- 
ings. About  the  year  140,  he  publiflied  his 
excellent  apology  for  the  chriftians,  addreffed  to 
Antoninus  Pius,  which  may  be  reafonably  fup** 
pofed  to  have  had  a  confiderable  influence  •on 
the  political  conduct  of  that  prudent  Emperor, 
with  refpe£t  to  the  chriftians. 

It 

♦  Cave's  life  of  JufHn. 
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It  appears  from  this  performance,  that  it, was 
common  to  accufc  chridians  merely  as  fuch,  and 
to  charge  the  faults  of  any  who  bore  the  name  on 
the  whole  body.  Thus  there  is  no  new  thing 
under  the  Sun.  The  term  Chriftian  was  matter 
of  obloquy  at  that  time,  as  fevcral  modern  terms 
have  been  fince.  And  it  requires  no  great  degree 
of  rational  powers  to  fhew,  as  Juftin  has  done 
completely,  the  abfurdity  and  inconclufivcnefs  of 
fuch  objedlions,  whether  aniient  or  modern.  He 
takes  notice  alfo  of  the  happy  efFedt?  which  the 
condu6l  of  chriftians  had  then  on  mankind, 
"  Many  inftances  among  us,  he  obferves,  we  have 
to  Ihew  of  powerful  changes  among  men,  of  men 
being  imprefled  by  the  fobriety  and  temperance 
of  their  neighbours,  in  favour  of  the  Gofpel,  or 
by  obferving  the  unexampled  mecknefs  of  fellow- 
travellers  under  cruel  treatment,  or  the  uncom- 
mon integrity  and  equity  of  thofe  with  whom 
they  tranmdted^ufinefs."  '  We  fee  hence  frefli 
proofs  of  the  continuance  of  vital  religion  in  the 
lime  of  Juftin;  a  man  calling  himfelf  a  chriftian, 
without  any  praftical  power  of  the  religion,  would 
fcarce  have  then  been  clafled  among  the  brethren. 
I  find  alfo  frefli  proofs,  in  this  apology,  of  the 
ftrong  line  of  diftinftion  then  kept  up  between 
chriftians  and  heretics.  He  obferves  that  the 
latter  were  fond  of  the  name,  and  yet  were  not 
pcrfecuted.  There  was  nothing  in  their  fpiric 
and  condudt  that  provoked  perfecution.  He  takes 
notice  alfo  of  the  fmall  number  of  Jewilh  converts 
in^comparifon  of  the  main  body  of  the  nation.  But 
this,  he  obferves,  was  agreeable  to  the  prophecies 
of  the  Old  Teftament.  He  defcribes  likewife 
the  cuftoms  of  the  primitive  chriftians  in  publick 
worQiip,  and  in  the  adminiftration  of  the  Sacra- 
ments, in  order  to  ftiew  the  falfity  of  the  charges 
generally  urged  againft  them. 

O  Not 


(       2IO      ) 

Not  long  after  his  firft  apology,  Juftin  left 
Rome,  and  went  to  Ephcfus,  where  he  had  his 
difcourfe  with  Trypho  the  Jew,  the  fubftancc  of 
which  he  -gives  us  in  his  dialogue,  which  is  ftill 
preferved  to  us.  The  moft  material  hiftorical 
circumft^nccs  relating  to  Juftin*s  own  converiffon, 
have  already  been  recited.  We  may  take  n6tic<i 
alfo  of  the  common  calumny  againft  chriftians, 
of  their  eating  men,  of  their  extinguifhing  thd 
lights,  and  of  their  promifcuous  fenfuality,  Thcfe 
things  he  mentions  in  this  work,  as  not  believed 
by  perfons  of  fcnfe  and  candour  among  their 
enemies,  and  therefore  not  meriting  aferious 
confutation. 

On  his  return  to  Rome,  he  had  frequent  con- 
tefts  with  Crefcens  the  Phiibfopher,  a  man  equdllf 
remarkable  for  malignity  to  chriftians,  and  for 
the  moft  horrid  vices.  Juftin  now  prefcnted  hif 
jfecond  apology  to  M.  Antoninus  Philofdphiis^ 
the  fucceflbr  or  Pius,  and  a  determined  enemy  to 
chriftians.  He  was  in  hopes  of  foftening  his 
niind  toward  the  chriftians,  as  he  had  done  that 
of  his  prcdeceflbr,  but  in  vain.  Marcus  was 
their  enemy  during  his  whole  reign,  and  they 
fcarce  ever  had  an  enemy  more  implacable.  Thi 
immediate  occafion  of  the  fecond  apology  was 
this,  as  he  himfelf  relates. 

"  A  certain  Woman  at  Rome  had,  together  with 
her  huft)and,  lived  in  extreme  profligacy  and  li- 
centioufnefs.  But  on  her  converfion  to  chriftianity, 
being  changed  herfclf,  ftie  endeavoured  to  per- 
fuade  her  hufljand  alfo  to  imitate  her  example, 
reprefenting  to  him  the  punilhment  of  eternal  fire, 
which  in  a  future  ftate  would  be  inflifted  on  the 
difobedient.  But  he  perfifting  in  his  wickednefs, 
flie  was  induced  to  wifli  for  a  feparation.  By  the 
advice  of  her  friends  fee  continued  however  tb 
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live  with  him,  hoping  in  time  he  might  be  brought 
to  repentance.  Upon  his  coming  to  Alexandria, 
he  proceeded  to  greater  lengths  of  vvickednefs,  fo 
that  finding  the  connexion  now  no  longer  to- 
lerable, (he  procured  a  divorce  from  him.  He, 
not  impreflVd  with  the  happy  change  which  had 
taken  place  in  her  difpofitions,  and  unmoved  with 
her  coqipalfionate  attempts  to  refcue  him  from 
ruin,  accufed  her  of  being  a  chriftian.  Upon 
which  (he  prefented  a  petition  to  you,  O  Emperor, 
that  ihe  might  have  time  to  difpofe  apd  regulate 
her  houihold  affairs,  and  after  that  promifed  to 
anfwer  to  the  charge,  which  petition  you  granted. 
The  huA>and  finding  his  wife  to  have  gained  a 
refpite  from  his  malice,  diverted  it  to  another 
objed:,  to  one  Ptolemy,  who  had  inftrufted  her 
in  chriftianity,  and  who  had  been  pu^nifhed  by 
Urbicius  the  Prefed  of  Rome.  He  perfuaded  a 
centurion  his  friend  to  imprifon  Ptolemy,  and 
afk  him  whether  he  was  a  chriftian.  He,  no 
flatterer  or  dilTembler,  ingenuoufly  confefTed,  and 
was  a  long  time  punifhed  with  imprifonment. 
At  laft,  when  he  was  brought  before  Urbicius, 
and  aiked  only  this  queftion  whether  he  was  a 
chriftian,  he  confefted  himfelf  a  teacher  of  the 
divine  truth.  For  no  true  chriftian  can  adt  other- 
wife.  Urbicius,  ordering  him  to  be  led  to  exe- 
cution, one  Lucius,  himfelf  a  chriftian,  obferving 
the  abfurdity  of  thefe  proceedings^,  expoftulated 
with  Urbicius,  on  the  iniquity  of  putting  men. 
to  death  merely  for  a  name,  abftraded  from  any 
one  fpecific  charge  of  guilt,  a  conduct  unworthy 
of  Emperors  fuch  as  Pius  the  laft,  or  Philofophus 
the  prefent*,  or  the  facred  Senate.  "  ifou  too 
O  2  feem 

*  I  am  aware  that  the  Greek  in  JafHo  would  make  it  probable 
^lat  Pius  was  theo  rdgning ;  but  Eofehiai'^  coatrary  teffimoaf 
4eteniiiiies  me  w  think  otberwiA. 
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fecm  to  me  to  be  of  the  fame  feft,"  was  all  thaf 
the  Prcfcft  deigned  to  reply.  Lucius  confeflcd  that 
he  was,  and  was  himfclf'kd  alfo  to  execution, 
which  he  bore  with  triumphant  ferenity,  declaring 
that  he  was  now  going  from  unrighteous  gover- 
nors to  God  his  gracious  Father  and  King.  A 
third  perfon  was  fentenced  alfo  to  death  on  the 
fame  occafion.     And  I  alfo,  continues  Juftin,  cx-» 

Eeft  by  perfons  of  this  fort  to  be  murdered,  per* 
aps  by  Crefcehs  the  pretended  Philofopher.  For 
the  name  really  belongs  not  to  a  Man  who  pub- 
lickly  accufes  chriftians  of  Atheifm  and  impietjr^ 
to  pleafe  many  deceived  perfons,  though  he  is 
totally  ignorant  of  their  real  charafter.  I  myfclf 
have  interrogated  him  and  proved  that  he  is  quitp 
unacquainted  with  the  fubjcft.  I  am  willing  to. 
undergo  an  examination  before  you  in  company 
with  him.  And  if  my  queftions  and  his  anlwers' 
were  known,  it  would  appear  evident  to  youf- 
felf,  that  he  knows  nothing  of  our  affairs,  or 
^t  lead  conceals  what  he  does  know." 

But  Marcus  was  not  a  man  difpofed  to  exercifc 
common  juftice  towards  chriftians.  The  phil 
lofophic  garb  was  no  fhield  to  Juftin,  even  in  the 
eyes  of  an  Emperor,  who  piqued  himfelf  on  the 
firname  of  Philofopher.  The  fincerity  of  his 
Chriftian  attachments  outweighed  every  argument 
and  every  plaufible  appearance  in  his  favour. 
Crefcens  procured  his  imprifonment  for  the  crime 
of  being  a  chriftian,  the  greateft  evil  of  which  a 
human  being  could  be  guilty  in  the  eyes  of  this 
Emperor,  The  afts  of  his  martyrdom,  which  carry 
more  marks* 'of  truth  than  many  other  marty. 
rologies,  give  this  account*.  **  He  and  fix  of 
his  companions  having  been  apprehended,  were 
brpught  before  Rufticus.  the  Prefeft,  who  I  fup- 
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[)fc  had  fucceeded  Urbicius,  a  man  famous  for 
attachment  to  Stoicifm^  and  a  pcrfon  of  con- 
fiderable  eminence.  He  had  been  tutor  to  the 
Emperor,  who  acknowledges,  in  the  lil  book  of 
his  Meditations,  his  obligations  to  him  on  feveral 
accounts,  and  particularly  for  his  teaching  him 
to  be  of  a  placable  and  forgiving  temper.  An 
inftance,  one  among  thoufands,  that  it  is  poffible 
for  a  man  to  be  ItrongJy  imprefled  with  man/ 
beautiful  Ideas  of  morality,  and  flill  to  remain 
an  inflexible  enemy  to  the  Gofpel.  Rufticus  un- 
dertook to  perfuade  Juftin  to  obey  the  Gods,  and 

•  tomply  with  the  Emperor's  ediiSts.  He  defended 
the  rcafonablenefs  of  his  religion.  Upon  which 
the  Governor  enquired  in  what  kind  of  learning 
and  difcipline  he  had  been  educated.  He  told 
him,  that  he  had  endeavoured  to  underftand  all 
kinds  of  difcipline,  and  tried  all  methodr  of 
learning,  but  finding  fatisfadion  in  none  of  them^ 
he  at  lalt  had  found  reft  in  the  chriftian  doftrine, 
however  fafliionable  it  might  be  .to  defpife  it. 
Wretch !  replies  the  indignant  Magiftrate,  art 
thou  captivated  then  by  that  religion  ?  I  am,  fays 

^  ^  Juftin,  I  follow  the  chriftians,  and  their  doftrinc 

*  is  right.  "  What  is  their  dodtrine  ?"  It  is  this, 
we  believe  the  one  only  God  to  be  the  Creator  of 
all  things  vifible  and  invifible,  and  confefs  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift  to  be  the  Son  of  God,  foretold 
by  the  prophets  of  old,  and  who  fliall  hereafter 
appear  the  Judge  of  mankind,  a  Saviour,  teacher, 
and  matter  to  all  thofe  who  are  duly  inftrufted 
by  him.    As  for  myfelf,  I  am  too  mean  to  be  able 

-  to  fay  any  thing  becoming  his  infinite  Deity;  this 
Was  the  bufinefs  of  the  prophets,  who  many  ages 
1^0  had  foretold  the  coming  of  the  Son  of  God 
into  the  world.  *'  Where  do  the  chriftians  ufually 
**  aflcmble  ?"  The  God  of  the  chriftians  is  not 
O  3  confined 
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confined  to  any  particular  place.  "  In  what 
**  place  do  you  inftruft  your  fcholars  ?**  Juftin 
mentioned  the  place  in  which  he  dwelt,  and  told 
him  that  there  he  explained  chriftianity  to  all 
'who  reforted  to  him.  The  Prefeft  having  feve- 
rally  examined  his  companions,  again  addrefled 
Juftin.  **  Hear  thou  who  haft  the  charafter  of  an 
**  orator,  and  imagineft  thyfclf  to  be  in  the  pof-* 
**  feffion  of  truth.  If  I  fcourge  thee  from  head 
*'  to  foot,  thinkeft  thou  that  thou  (halt  go  to 
**  Heaven?**  Although  I  fuffer  what  you  threaten, 
yet  I  expert  to  enjoy  the  portion  of  all  true  chrif- 
ti'ans,  as  I  know  that  the  divine  grace  and  favour 
is  laid  up  for  all  fuch,  and  (hall  be  fo,  while  the 
world  endures.  "  Do  you  think  that  you  (hall 
**  go  to  Heaven,  and  receive  a  reward  ?"  I  not 
only  think  fo,  but  I  know  it,  and  have  a  certainty 
of  it  which  excludes  all  doubt.  Rufticus  infilled 
that  they  (hould  all  go  together,  and  facrificc  to 
the  gods.  No  man  whofc  undcrftanding  is  found, 
replies  Juftin,  will  defert  true  religion  for  the 
fake  of  error  and  impiety.  "  Unlefs  you  com- 
**  ply,  you  (hall  be  tormented  without  mercy** 
"We  defire  nothing  more  fincerely  than  to  endure 
tortures  for  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  ahd  be  faved. 
Hence  our  happinefs  is  promoted,  and  we  (hall 
have  confidence  before  the  awful  tribunal  of  our 
Lord  and  Saviour,  before  which,  by  the  divine 
appointment,  the  whole  world  muft  appear.  The 
reft  aflfentcd,  "  difpatch  quickly  your  purpofc, 
**  we  are  chriftians,  and  cannot  facrifice  to  idols," 
The  Governor  then  pronounced  fentence,  *'  as  to 
**  thofe,  who  refufe  to  facrifice  to  the  gods,  and 
**  to  obey  the  imperial  edifts,  let  them  be  firft 
*'  fcourged,  and  then  beheaded  according  to  the 
"  laws."     The  martyrs  rejoiced  and  blefifed  God, 
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fcnd  being  led  back  to  prifon,  were  whipped  anci 
afterwards  beheaded*     Their  dead  bodies  were 
taken  by  chriflian  friends,  and  decently  interred. 
Thus  flept  in  Jefus  the  Chriftian  Philofophcr 
Juftin,  about  the  year  163,  and  about  the  thij-d 
or  fourth  year  of  the  reigti  of  Marcus.     His  Apo- 
logies and  his  dialogue  with  Trypho  have  been 
mentioned  already.     Like  many  of  the  antienc 
fathers  he  appears  to  us  under  the  greateft  difad- 
vantage.     Works  really  his  have  been  loft,  and 
others  afcribed  to  him,  which  are.ibme  of.  them 
not  his,  and  others  at  leaft  of  ambiguous  autho- 
rity.    He  is  the  firft  chriftian  firtce  the  Apoftles* 
days,  who  added  to  an  unqueftionable  zeal  and 
Jove  for  the  Gofpel  the  charadter  of  a  man  of 
learning  and  philofopKy.     His  early  habits  were 
retained^  and  yet  were  confecrated  to  the  fervice 
of  God.     He,  at  leaft^  ftiould  not  be  fufpefted  of 
vnreafonable  impulfes  and  fancies.     His  religion 
M^as  doubtlefs  the  effeft  of  ferious  and  long  de- 
liberation^  and  the  very  beft  and  moft  important 
life  which  a  Gentleman  and  a  Scholar  can  make 
of  his  rational  faculties,  to  determine  his  choice 
in  religion,  was  made  by  Juftin.     He  examined 
the  various  philofophic  fefts^  not  merely  for  the 
purpofe  of  amufement  or  oftentation,  but  to  find 
out  God,  and  in  God  true  happinefs.     He  tried 
and  found  them  all  wanting-,  he  fought  him  in 
the  Gofpel,  he  found  him  there,  confeffed  himi 
gave  up  every  thing  for  him^  was  fatisfied  with 
Jiis  choice^  and  died  in  ferenity.     His  perfcvering 
in  the  profeflion  of  philofophy  might  probably 
have  another  view  befidcs*he  gratification  of  his 
own  tafte.     He  might  hope  to  conciliate  the  sS-^ 
fedtion^  of  philofophers,  and  allure  them  to  chrif- 
tianity.     The  charity  of  his  heart  appears  indeed 
to  be  great.     He  prayed  for  all  men,  he  declined 

no 
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fto  dangers  for  the  good  of  fouls,  he  involved 
himfelf  in  difputes  with  philofophers  for  their 
benefit,  to  the  extreme  hazard  of  himfelf. '  His 
houfe  was  open  for  the  inftruftion  of  all  who  con- 
flilted  him ;  though  he  fcems  to  have  never  at 
fiHned  the  ecclefiaftical  charader.  To  draw  gen- 
tlemen and  perfons  of  liberal  education  to  pay  a 
regard  to  chriftianity,  fecms  to  have  been  his  chief 
employment.  But  he  found  it  eafier  to  throw 
away  his  own  life  than  to  perfuadeone  philofopher 
to  become  a  chriftian.  The  danger' of  learned 
pride,  the  vanity  of  hoping  to  difarm  the  enmity 
of  the  wife  of  this  world  by  the  moft  charitable 
conceflions,  and  the  incurable  prejudice  of  the 
great  againft  the  humble  religion  of  Jefus,  are 
much  illuftrated  by  his  ftory.  So  is  the  viftorious 
efficacy  of  Divine  Grace,  which  fingled  out  Juftin 
from  a  race  of  men  of  all  others  the  moft  oppofite 
to  Chrift.  We  have  feen  a  philofopher  persecuted 
to  death,  informed  againft  by  one  of  his  brethren,, 
condemned  by  another,  and  fuffering  by  ''the 
authority  of  an  Emperor,  who  gloried  more  in 
the  philofophic  than  in  the  Imperial  name.  A 
man  of  his  learning  and  fagacity  fhould  not  be 
fuppofed  deftitutc  of  argument  and  fyftem  in  his 
views.  Men  of  fenfe  will  fcarcc  think  the  ideas^ 
of  fuch  a  perfon  unworthy  of  their  attention.  Let 
us  fee  then  briefly  what  Juftin  thought  in  Re- 
ligion. I  fhall  quote  only  from  works  undoubt- 
edly his.  We  may  poffibly  fee  that  chriftian 
principles  may  be  ferioufly  maintained  in  con- 
fiftence  with  the  love  of  fcience  and  letters,  and 
perhaps  we  may  obferve  fome  degree  of  adultera^ 
tion,  which  they  received  from  paffing  through  a 
channel  of  all  others  the  moft  unfavourable  foF 
the  conducing  of  their  oourfe,  the  chanixtl  (^ 
philefophy. 

It 
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It  is  certain  Juftin  worfhippcd  Chrift  as  the 
true  God  in  the  full  and  proper  fcnfc  of  the  words. 
We  have  feen  one  teftimony  of  it  already  in  his 
examination  before  Rufticus.  But  let  the  reader 
hear  his  words.  Trypho  f  the  Jew  finds  fault 
with  the  chriftians  on  account  of  this  very  fend- 
mcnt,  "  To  mc  it  appears,**  fays  he,  **  a  paradox 
**  incapable,  of  any  found  proof,  to  fay,  thatxhis 
**  Chrift  was  God  before  all  time,  and  that  then  he 
"  was  made  man,  and  fufFered :  and  to  affert  that 
he  was  any  thing  more  than  a  man,  of  men, 
appears  not  only  paradoxical,  but  foolifti.  f 
"  know,  anfwered  Juftin,  that  it  appears  para-* 
**  doxical,  and  particularly  to  thofe  of  your  na- 
*'  tion,  who  are  determined  neither  to  know  nor 
**  do  the  will  of  God,  but  to  follow  the  inventions 
**  of  your  teachers,  as  God  declares  of  you. 
*.*  However  if  I  could  not  demonftrate  that  he 
"  exifted  before  all  time,  being  God  the  Son  bf 
**  the  Maker  of  the  univerfe^  and  was  made  man 
^  of  the  Virgin,  yet  as  this  perfonage  was  (hewn 
^*  by  every  fort  of  proof  to  be  the  Chrift  of  God, 
*•  be  the  queftion  as  it  may  refpefting  his  Di- 
**  vinity  and  Humanity,  you  have  no  right  ta 
"  deny  that  he  is  the  Chrift  of  God,  even  if  he 
"  were  only  mere  man ;  you  could  only  fay,  that 
**  I  was  miftaken  in  my  idea  of  his  charafter. 
**  For  there  are  fome  who  call  themfelves  chrif- 
'*  tians,  who  confefs  him  to  be  the  Chrift,  but 
**  mere  man  only,  with  whom  I  agree  not,  nor 
^^  moft  of  thofe  who  bear  that  name,  becaufe  we 
"  are  commanded  by  Chrift  himfelf  not  to  obey 
**  the  precepts  of  men,  but  his  own  injundions, 
•*  and  thofe  of  the  holy  prophets.-  Thofe,  fays 
^"  Trypho,  who  fay  that  he  was  man  alone,  and 
!*  was  in  a  particular  manner  ai^ointed^  and  made 
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^'  Chrift;  appear  to  mc  to  fpeak  more  rationally 
*'  than  you.  For  we  all  expeft  Chrift  a  man,  of 
**  men,  that  Elias  will  come  to  anoint  him/' 
What  we  feem  to  be  taught  by  the  paffagc  13 
this :  that  the  general  body  of  chriftians  in  thd 
fecond  Century  held  the  proper  Deity  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  that  they  believed  that  this  was  a  part  of 
Old  Tcftament  revelation,  that  they  looked  on  a 
fmall  number  who  held  his  mere  humanity  to  be 
men  who  preferred  human- teachers  to  divine; 
and  that  in  this  they  agree  with  the  Jews,  thcf 
moft  implacable  enemies  of  chriftianity,  who  yet, 
abftrafted  from  the  queftion  of  the  pcrfon  of 
Chrift,  were  inexcufable  in  denying  his  Divine 
Miffion.  The  learned  reader  may  judge  for  him- 
fclf,  by  turning  to  the  paffage  in  Juftin,  whether 
it  will  bear  the  weight  which  I  have  laid  on  it. 
The  teftimony  of  a  man  fo  thoughtful,  judicious, 
and  honeft  as  Juftin,  muft  be  as  decifive  as  that 
of  any ;  and  how  far  the  paflage  may  tend  to 
determine  the  queftion  much  agkated  in  our 
times,  which  relates  ro  the  opinion  of  the  antients 
concerning  the  Perfon  of  Chrift,  may  dcferve 
confideration. 

In  another  part  of  the  fame  dialogue*,  he 
fpeaks  of  Chrift  as  the  God  of  Ifrael  who  was 
with  Mofes,  and  ftiews  what  he  meant  when  he 
faid  that  true  chriftians  regarded  what  they  were 
taught  by  the  Prophets.  In  his  firft  apology,  he 
tells  the  Emperor  in  what  fenfe  chriftians  were 
Atheifts,  they  did  not  worfhip  the  iGods  com- 
monly fo  called,  but  they-)-  worfliipped  and 
adored  the  true  God  and  his  Son,  and  the  pro- 
phetic Spirit,  honouring  them  in  word  and  in 
truth.  Were  thofewho  call  themfelvcs  Unitarians 
as  candid  and  impartial  as  they  profefs,  the  con- 
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trovcrfy  concerning  the  Trinity  would  be  Ibonf 
at  an  end.  That  the  primitive  chriftians  wof^ 
Ihipped  one  God  alone,  all  who  efpoufe  the  Tri* 
nity  will  grant  to  thefe  perfons.  Let  them  i;^itk 
equal  franknefs  acknowledge  that  they  worfhipped 
the  one  God  in  the  three  Perfons  juft  now  mcH'- 
tioned,  and  then  we  have  the  Trinity  in  Unity, 
Why,  if  we  were  difpofed  to  humble  ourfelvcs 
before  divine  Revelation  as  much  as  they  were, 
fliould  not  we  without  further  difputation  do  the" 
feme  ?  Juftin  ufcs  two  terms  ufuaHy  expreffivc 
of  that  worihip  and  adoration,  which  incom- 
municably  belongs  to  the  Deity*. 

The  all-important  doftrine  of  Juftiflcation  he 
ftates-f-  in  the  fame  manner  as  St.  Paul  does,  be-' 
licving  that  to  prcfs  the  neceffity  of  Mofaic  rites 
on  others  was  to  fall  from  the  faith  of  Chrift,  and 
the  learned  reader  may  fee  more,  at  large  his  view* 
of  Regeneration  and  forgivenefs  of  all  paft  fins 
through  Chrift  Jefus  J,  and  how  extremely  dif- 
ferent his  views  were  from  that  nominal  Chrif» 
tianity  which  contents  fo  many. 

He  appears  to  have  the  cleareft  views  of  that 
fpecial  illumination,  without  which  no  man  will 
underftand  and  reli(h  real  godlinefs.  His  firfl: 
unknown  inftrudlor  had  taught  him  this,  and  he 
feems  never  to  have  forgotten  it.  He  informs 
Trypho,  that  for  their  wickednefs,  God  had 
hidden  from  the  Jews  the  power  of  knowing  di- 
vine wildom,  except  a  remnant,  who  according 
to  the  grace  of  his  compaflion  were  referved,  that 
their  nation  might  not  be  like  Sodom  and  Go* 
morrah.  The  eternal  punifhment  of  the  wicked 
he  avows  fo  plainly,  that  I  (hall  fpare  quotations 
upon  it. 

There 
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"fhcrc  fcems  howevci;  fomething  in  his  trairi  o^ 
thinking,  which  was  the  cffcft  of  his  philofophic 
fpirit,  and  produced  notions  not  altogether  agree- 
able to  the  fpirit  of  the  Gofpel,  though  his  fun- 
damentals were  unqueftiofiably  found. '  Thud 
toward  the  clofe  of  the  fccond  apology  he  de- 
clares that  the  doftrines  of  Plato  were  not  hetero- 
geneous to  thofeof  Chrilt,  but  only  not  altogether 
fimilar.  And  he  feems  to  aflcrt,  that  both  he 
and  the  Stoics  and  Pagan  writers,  both  in  profe 
and  verfe,  faw  fomething  of  truth  from  the  por- 
tion of  the  feed  of  the  Divine  Word,  which  he 
makes  to  be  the  fame  as  the  Word  the  only  be- 
gotten  Son  of  God.  The  reader  who  is  capable 
of  confulting  the  laft  folio  page  of  the  apologjr 
may  judge  for  himfelf,  whether  he  does  not  here 
confound  together  two  things  perfeftly  diftinft^ 
the  light  of  natural  confcicnce  which  God  has 
given  to  all  men,  and  the  light  of  divine  gracd 
peculiar  to  the  children  of  God.  Certain  it  is^ 
that  St.  Paul  who  fpeaks  of  both,  in  the  epiftlc 
to  the  Romans,  always  carefully  diftinguifhcs 
them,  as  of  a  kind  entirely  different  from  one 
another.  He  never  allows  unconverted  men  to 
have  any  portion  at  all  of  that  light  which  19 
peculiarly  Chridian.  But  thus  it  was  that  this 
excellent  man  feems  to  have  forgotten  the  guard, 
which  can  fcarce  be  too  often  repeated,  againfr 
philofophy.  We  may  fee  hereafter  how  myftic$ 
and  heretics  and  platonizing  Chriftians  jumbled 
thcfe  things  together  entirely,  and  what  attemptaf 
were  made  by  the  Philofophers  to  incorporate 
their  To  ev  with  the  Gofpel.  Juftin  feems  unwarily 
to  have  given  them  fome  handle  for  this,  and,  lif 
I  miftakc  not,  was  the  firft  fincere  Chriftian  who 
was  feduced  by  philofophy  to  adulterate  the  Gof- 
pelr  though  in  a  fmall  degree.     It  fhould  ever 
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be  remembered,  that  chriftian  light  itands  fingle 
and  \inmixed,  and  will  not  bear  to  be  kneaded 
into  the  fame  mafsf  with  other  fyftems^  religious  or 
philofophical.  And  we  feem  to  have  marked 
the  beginning  of  the  decay  of  the  firfl:  fpiritual 
out-pouring  among  the  Gentiles,  through  falfe 
wifdom  :  as  long  before,  from  the  firft  council 
of  Jerufalem,  we  marked  it's  decay  in  the  Jewifl^ 
Church,  through  ielfr-righteoufnefs. 

The  fame  prejudice  in  favour  of  the  inftructor 
of  his  youth  leads  him  to  pay  him  an  extraor- 
dinary compliment,  as  if  he  really  knew  the  true 
God,  and  loft  his  life  for  attempting  to  draw 
men  from  Idolatry.  Whereas  almoft  every  line 
of  the  narrative  left  us  by  his  difciples  ihews, 
that*  he  was  as  much  an  idolater  as  the  reft  or 
his  countrymen.  And  the  laft  words  he  uttered^ 
it  is  well  known,  were  entirely  idolatrous.'  Juftir^ 
had  not  learnt  fo  fully  as  St.  Paul  would  have 
taught  him,  that  ^'  the  world  by  wifdom  knew 
**  not  God."  In  the  laft  page  of  his  Trypho 
there  is  alfo  a  phrafeology  extremely  fufpicious. 
He  fpeaks  of  a  fclf-determining  power  in  manf, 
and  ufcs  much  the  fame  kind  of  reafoning  on  the 
fubjeft  of  free  will  as  has  been  faftiionable  fince 
the  days  of  Arminius.  He  feems  to  have  been 
the  firft  of  all  fincere  Chriftians,  who  introduced 
this  foreign  plant  into  chriftian  ground.  I  (hall 
call  it  foreign  till  any  can  prove  it's  right  to  exift 
in  the  foil  fcom  fcriptural  evidence.  That  which 
renders  it  plain,  that  I  do  not  miftake  his  mean- 
ing is,  that  he  never  explicitly  owns  the  doftrine 
of  eleftion,  though  with  happy  inconfiftcncy,  like 
fome  other  real  chriftians,  he  involved  it  in  his 
experience,  and  implies  it  in  various  parts  of  his 
works. 

But 
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'«  But  the  ftrahger  once  admitted  was  not  eafily 
expelled.  The  language  of  the  Church  was  fi- 
kntly  and  gri^dually  changed,  in  this  refped,  from 
that  more  fimple  and  fcriptural  mode  of  fpeaking 
ufed  by  Clement  and  Ignatius,  who  knew  the 
cledion  of  grace,  but  not  the  fclf-detcrmining 
power  of  the  human  will.  We  (hall  fee  hereafter 
the  progrefs  of  the  evil,  and  it's  arrival  at  full 
maturity  under  the  foftering  hand  of  Pelagius. 


CHAP.     IV. 

JHS   EMPEROR   MARCUS    ANTONINUS    AND   H^S    PER- 
SECUTION OF  THE  CHRISTIANS. 


HE  fucccedcd  Pius  in  the  year  i6i,  and  ap- 
pears very  foon  after  to  have  commenced 
the  perfecution  againft  the  chriftians,  in  which 
Juftin  and  his  friends  were  flain.  It  excites  a 
curiofity,  not  foreign  from  the  dcfign  of  this  hif- 
tory,  to  fee  what  could  be  the  caufe  of  fo  much 
enmity  againft  a  people,  confeflcdiy  harmlefs,  in 
a  Prince  fo  coftfiderate,  humane,  and  in  general 
well-intentioned  as  Marcus  is  allowed  to  be,  and 
this  too  contrary  to  the  example  of  his  predeceflbr, 
whofe  memory  he  doubtlefs  much  revered,  from 
whofe  intelligent  and  inveftigating  fpirit  he  muft 
liave  derived  ample  information  concerning  the 
chriftians,  and  whom  in  all  other  matters  ot  go- 
vernment he  imitated  fo  exaftly.  The  cafe  is 
this :  Marcus  Antoninus  was  all  his  reign,  which 
continued  19  years,  an  implacable  perfecutor  of 
;hciftians<»  and  this  not  from  mere  ignorance  of 
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their  moral  charaftcr.  He  knew  them,  yet  hated 
them,  and  (hewed  them  no  mercy.  He  allowed 
and  encouraged  the  mod  barbarous  treatment  of 
their  perfons,  and  was  yet  himfelf  a  perfon  of 
great  humanity  of  temper,  juft  and  beneficent  to 
the  reft  of  mankind :  free  from  all  reproach  in 
his  general  condudb,  and  in  feveral  parts  of  it  a 
model  worthy  the  imitation  of  Chriftians. 

I  think  it  impoiTible  to  folve  the  phasnomenon 
on  any  other  principles  than  thofe  by  which  the 
enmity  of  many  philofophers  of  old,  and  of 
many  devotees  and  exafb  moralifts  of  modern 
times  againft  the  chriftian  religion,  is  to  be  ex- 
plained. The  Gofpel  is  not  only  in  it-s  own 
iiature  diftinft  from  carelefs  and  diffolute  vice, 
but  alfo  from  the  whole  religion  of  philofophers, 
I  mean  of  thofe  who  form  to  themfclves  a  religion 
from  natural  and  felf-devifed  fources,  either  in 
oppofition  to  or  with  the  neglcft  of  the  revealed 
^ord  of  God,  and  the  influence  of  his  Holy  Spi- 
rit,  applying  that  word  to  the  heart  of  man.  In 
all  ages  it  will  be  found  that  the  more  ftrenuoufly 
men  fupport  fuch  religion,  the  more  vehemently 
do  they  hate  chriftianity.  Their  religion  is  pride 
and  fcif-importance,  denies  the  fallen  ftate  of 
*nan,  the  provifion  and  efficacy  of  grace,  and  the 
glory  of  God  and  the  Redeemer.  The  enmity 
lience  occafioned  is  obvious.  It  muft  be  con- 
lidered  then  that  Marcus  Antoninus  was  of  the 
Stoical  feft,  who  carried  felf-fufiiciency  to  the 
utmoft  pitch. 

He  fancied  that  he  carried  God  within  him.  > 
Xiike  moft  of  the  philofophers  he  held  the  doftrine 
^f  the  To  iv^  but  he  held  it  in  all  it's  deteftable 
impiety  and  arrogance.  With  him  to  be  good 
and  virtuous  was  the  eafieft  thing  in  the  world ; 
it  was  only  to  follow  nature,  and  to  obey  the 
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difkates  of  the  Deity,  man's  own  foul,  Avhich  was 
divine  and  felf-fufficicnt.  He  could  not  with 
thcfc  views  be  humble,  nor  pray  earneftly,  nor 
feel  his  own  internal  wickednefs  and  mifery,  nor 
bear  the  idea  of  a  Saviour  and  Mediator.  Had 
be  contented  himfelf  with  Pius  to  be  a  vulgar 
perfon  in  religion,  the  humanity  of  his  nature, 
cfpecially  if  aided  by  an  equally  found  under- 
(landing,  (but  of  that  I  have  fome  doubt)  would 
probably  have  led  him,  like  Pius,  to  have  refpefted 
the  excellent  charadler  and  virtues  of  Chriftians, 
and  he  would  have  felt  it  his  duty  to  have  pro- 
tefted  fuch  peaceable  and  deferving  fubjeds.  But 
the  pride  of  Philofophy  fcems  to  have  been  hurt. 
Whoever  has  attended  to  the  fpirit  of  hia  la 
Books  of  Meditations,  and  duly  compared  them 
with  the  doftrine  of  the  Gofpel,  muft  fee  them 
to  be  totally  oppofite,  and  will  not  wonder  that 
Chriftians  felt  from  a  fcrious  Stoic  what  mieht 
have  been  expefted  from  a  flagitious  Nero.  Pride 
and  licentioufnefs  are  equally  condemned  by  the 
Gofpel,  and  equally  fcek  revenge.  If  this  be  a 
true  ftate  of  the  cafe,  the  philofophic  fpirit, 
ftated  as  above,  however  differently  modified  in 
different  ages,  will  always  be  inimical  to  the  Gof- 
pel, and  the  beft  of  moralifts  will  be  found  in  union 
with  the  worft  of  villains  on  this  fubjeft.  **  Bc- 
*'  ware  of  philofophy,'*  is  a  precept  which  as  much 
calls  for  our  attention  now  as  ever. 

Yet  fo  fafcinating  is  the  power  of  preju- 
dice and  education,  that  many  would  look  on 
it  as  a  grievous  crime  to  attempt  to  tear  the 
laurels  of  virtue  from  the  brows  of  Marcus  An- 
toninus. Certainly  hpwever,  had  his  virtue  been 
genuine,  or  at  all  of  a  piece  with  that  of  the 
fcriptures,  he  could  never  have  treated  CbriftianSt 
as  wf  (hall  ke  he  did. 

Yet 
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Yet  this  is  he  whom  Mr.  Pope  celebrates  ill 
fhofc  lines. 

Who  noble  ends  by  noble  means  obtniM» 
Or  failing  faiilc«  in  exile  or  in  chains* 
Like  good  *  Anrelios  let  him  reign,  or  bleed 
Like  bocrates,  that  man  is  great  indeed. 

Providence  fefcths  however  to  have  determined, 
that  thofe  who,  in  contradidtion  to  the  feelings  or 
human  nature,  dark  and  indigent  as  it  is,  and 
needing  a  heaven-imparted  virtue,  will  yet  proudly 
exalt  their  own  fufBcicncy,  fhall  be  fruftrated  and 

()ut  to  Ihame.  The  latter  of  thefc  men,  with  his 
aft  breath,  gave  a  fanftion  to  the  moft  abfurd 
idolatry,  and  the  former  did  fuch  deeds  as  I  almofl 
ihudder  to  relate. 

It  is  remarkable  that  Gataker,  the  Editor  oi 
Antoninus's  Meditations,  reprefertts  himfelf  as 
quite  aftiamed  to  behold  the  fuperior  virtues  of  this 
Prince,  as  defcribed  in  his  book,  and  fpeaks  of  him* 
fclf  in  the  moft  humiliating  terms  on  this  account. 
Not  to  infift  on  this  obvious  circumftance,  that 
to  fay  and  to  do  are  not  the  fame  things,  and  that 
there  is  no  reafon  to  apprehend  that  Marcus 
equalled  in  praftice  what  he  defcribes  in  theory, 
if  a  comparifon  were  drawn  between  the  author 
and  his  commentator  with  refpedl  to  humility,  it 
would  be  much  to  the  difadvantage  of  the  former. 
I  have  not  ftudied  Marcus  Aurelius  with  fo  much 
anxious  care  as  to  be  affured,  from  an  infpedion 
of  the  work,  that  there  appear  no  traces  of  this 
Virtue  in  the  Emperor ;  but  the  general  turn  of 
the  whole  book  leads  me  to  conclude,  that  its 
writer  felt  no  abafing  thoughts  of  himfelf.  In 
truth,  no  Philofopher  (I  have  already  defined  in 

P  what 

*  Some  readers  may  perhaps  Qccd  to  bf  informed  that  AotODiaufl 
wai  alfo  called  Anrelias. 
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what  fenfe  I  call  men  Philofopbers)  ever  made 
Tuch  a  confeiTion  of  himfelf  as  Gataker  does.  Such 
is  the  cBcdi  of  fome  knowledge  of  chriftianicy  on 
the  human  mind ! 

If  we  attend  to  the  notices  of  hiftory  on  the 
education  and  manners  of  Marcus,  the  account 
which  has  been  given  of  his  enmity  againfl  the 
^ofpel  will  be  amply  confirmed.  Adrian  had 
mtroduced  'him  among  the  Salian  priells  when 
eight  years  old,  and  he  became  accurately  verfed  > 
in  the  rituals  of  his  priefthood.  At  twelve  he  be- 
gan to  wear  the  Philofopher's  cloak  ^  he  pradifed 
aufterities,  lay  on  the  bare  ground,  and  was  with 
difficulty  perfuaded  by  his  mother  to  ufe  a  mattrcfs 
and  flight  coverlet.  He  placed  in  his  private 
chapel  gold  (latues  of  his  deceafed  mafters,  and 
vifited  their  fepulchral  monuments,  and  there  of- 
fered facrifices,  and  ftrewed  flowers.  So  devoted 
was  he  to  ftoicifm,  that  he  attended  the  fchooU 
after  he  became  Emperor  •,  and  the  faith  which  he 
put  in  dreams  fufficiently  proves  his  fuperftitioua 
credulity.  From  a  man  fo  much  lifted  up  by 
fclf-fufficiency,  bigotry,  and  fuperfVition,  fo  illi* 
beral  a  cenfure  as  this  of  the  chriftians  *  is  not 
matter  of  furprife.  "  This  readinefs  (he  is  fpeak- 
•*  ing  of  being  rcfigned  to  the  profpcft  of  death) 
**  ought  to  proceed  from  a  propriety  of  deliberate 
^*  judgment,  not  from  mere  unintelligent  obfti- 
*'  nacy,  as  is  the  cafe  of  chriftians,  but  fhould  be 
*^  founded  on  grounds  of  folid  reafon,  and  with 
**  calm  compohire,  without  any  tragical  raptures, 
**  and  in  fuch  a  way  as  may  induce  others  to  ad- 
**  mire  and  imitate.**  Had  this  Emperor  ever  at- 
tended to  the  dying  fcenes  of  chriftians  tortured 
to  death  by  his  orders,  with  any  degree  of  candour 
9nd  impartiality,  he  might  have  fcen  all  thefe  cir- 
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cumftances  exemplified  in  their  deaths.  Thou- 
fands  of  them  have  fufiered  with  deliberate  judg- 
ment, preferring  heavenly  things  to  earthly,  hav- 
ing counted  the  coft,  and  made  a  reafonable  de^ 
cificm^  not  uncertain  (as  he  expreflfes  himfelf)  con- 
cerning a  future  life,  calmly  departing  this  liifk 
without  any  circumftances  to  juftlfy  tht  fufpiciOA 
of  pride  or  oftentation,  and  adorned  With  nieek«- 
nefs,  cfieerfulnefs,  and  charity,  which  induced  teiis 
of  thoufands  to  examine  what  that  hidden  ertergjr 
of  chriftian  life  mud  be,  which  produces  fuch  eik*- 
alted  fentiments  and  futh  grandeur  of  fpirit.  And 
the  power  of  prejudice  was  never  more  ftrongly 
exhibited  than  in  this  malignant  fentence;  which^ 
in  truth,  is  the  more  inexcufable,  becaufe  he  la* 
boured  under  no  involuntary  ignorance  of  chri- 
ftians.  For,  befides  the  knowledge  of  them  which 
he  muft  have  acquired  under  his  predeceffor,  ht 
had  an  opportunity  of  knowing  them  ffom  various 
apologies  publilhed  in  his  reign.  Juftin*s  fecond 
apology  we  have  feen  was  publiflied;  one  fentence 
of  which  demonftrates,  in  how  ftriking  a  manner 
oar  Saviour's  prophecy  was  then  fulfilled,  a  man'i 
foes  (halL  be  they  of  his  own  houlhold.  Every 
where  he  obfcrves,  if  a  Gentile  was  reproved  by  A 
father  or  relation,  he.  would  revenge  himfelf  by 
informing  againft  the  reprover;  in  confequencc  of 
which  he  was  liable  to  be  dragged  before  theGoveN 
nor,  and  put  to  death.  Tatian  alfo,  Athenagoras, 
Apollinaris  Bilhop  of  Hierapolis,  and  Theophilus 
or  Amioch,  and  Melito  of  Sardis,  publifhed  apolo- 
gies. This  laft  publifhed  his  about  the  year  177^ 
of  which  fomc  valuable  remains  are  preferved  frt 
^ufebius.  A  part  of  his  addrefs  to  Marcus  de- 
ierves  to  be  quoted  *  on  account  of  the  juftnefs 
of  the  feiuiooents,  and  the  politenela  with  which 
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they  arc  delivered.  "  Pious  perfons  aggrieved  by 
new  edi£ls  publilhed  throughout  Afia,  and  never 
before  praftifed,  now  fuffer  pcrfecution.  Fpr 
iiudacious.fycophants,  and  men  who  covet  other 
perfons*  goods,  take  advantage  of  thefe  proclama* 
tions  openly  to  rob  and  fpoil  the  innocent  by  night 
;ind  by  day.  If  this  be  done  through  your  order, 
let  it  (land  good  ;  for  a  juft  Emperor  cannot  aft 
unjuftly,  and  we  will  cheerfully  carry  away  the 
honour  of  ibch  a  death  :  this  only  we  humbly 
crave  of  your  Majefty,  that,  after  an  impartial 
examination  of  us  and  our  accufers,  you  would 
juftly  decide  whether  we  defcrve  death  and  puni(h* 
menr,  or  life  and  protection.  But  if  thefe  pro* 
ceedings  be  not  yours,  and  the  new  edifts  be.  not 
the  efefts  of  your  perfonal  judgment,  (edifts 
which  ought  not  .to  be  enaded  againO:  barbarian 
enemies)  in  that  cafe  we  intreat  you  not  to  defpife 
us,  who  are  thus  unjuftly  oppreffed.'*  He  after- 
wards reminds  him  of  the  juftice  done  to  chri- 
flians  by  his  two  immediate  predecefTors. 

From  this  account  it  is  evident  that  Marcus, 
by  new  edifts,  commenced  the  perfecution,  and 
that  it  was  carried  on  with  mercilcfs  barbarity  in 
thofe  Afiatic  regions  which  had  been  relieved  by 
Pius.  There  is  nothing  pleafant  that  can  be  fug- 
gefted  to  us  by  this  view  of  things,  but  this  cir- 
cumftance,  that  the  out-pouring  of  the  Spirit  of 
God  dill  continued  to  produce  its  holy  fruits  in 
thofe  highly-favoured  regions.  • 

In  the  two  next  chapters  I  (hall  defcribe 
diftinftly  two  fcenes  of  this  Emperor's  perfecu- 
tion. Nothing  more  in  general  concerning  him 
remains  to  be  mentioned,  except  the  remarkable 
ftory  of  his  danger  and  relief  in  the  war  of  the 
Marcomanni.*    He  and  his  army  being  hemmed 

in 
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in  by  the  enemy,  were  ready  to  perifli  with  thirft  j 
when  fuddenly  a  ftorm  of  thunder  and  lightning 
affrighted  the  enemies,  whilft  the  rain  refrefhed  the 
Romans.  It  is  erideht  that  the  victory  was  ob- 
tained by  a  remarkable  proyidential  interpofition. 
The  chriftian  foldiers  in  his  army,  we  are  fare,  in 
their  diftrefs  would  pray  to  their  God,  even  if 
Eufebius  had  not  told  us  fo.  All  chriftian  writers 
fpeak  of  the  relief  as  vouchfafed  in  anfwer  to  their ' 
prayers,  and  no  real  chriftian  will  doubt  of  the 
foundnefs  of  their  judgment  in  this  point.  I  have 
only  to  add,  that  Marcus,  in  a  manner  agreeable 
to  his  ufual  fuperftition,  afcribed  his  deliverance 
to  his  gods.  Each  party  judged  according  to 
their  views,  and  thofe  moderns  who  afcribe  the 
whole  to  the  ordinary  powers  of  nature,  judge  alfo 
according  to  their  ufual  fcepticifm.  Whether  the 
Divine  interpofition  deferves  to  be  called  a  miracle 
or  not,  is  a  queftion  rather  concerning  propriety 
of  language  than  religion.  This  feems  to  me  all 
that  is  needful  to  be  laid  on  a  fa6t  which  on  one 
fide  has  been  magnified  beyond  all  bounds,  and 
on  the  other  has  been  reduced  to  mere  infignifi- 
cancy.  It  happened  in  the  year  174.  He  lived 
five  years  after  this,  as  far  as  appears,  a  perfecutor 
to  the  laft. 


CHAP.     V. 


MARTYRDOM   OF    POLYCARP. 

I  HE  year  167,  the  fixth  of  Mar<:us,  Smyrna 
was  diftinguiflied  by  the  martyrdom  of  her 
p  Polycarp. 
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The  reader  has  heard  of  him  before  iq  the  ac« 
count  of  Ignatius.    He  had  fucceeded  Bucolus^  4 
vigilant  and  induftrious  bifhop,  in  the  charge  of 
Smyrna.     The  Apoftlep,  and  we  may  apprehend 
St.  John  particularly,  ordained  him  to  this  o£ce. 
I{e    had    been    familiarly   converfant  with   the 
Apoftles,   and   received   the  government  of  the 
church  from  thofc  who  had  been  eye-witneffes  and 
roinifters  of  our  Lord,  and  continually  taught  that 
which  he  had  been  taught  by  them  *.     Umer,  in 
his  prolegom.  to  Ignatius,  has  laboured  to  (hew  j; 
that  he  was  the  angel  of  the  church  of  Smyrna 
addreifed  by  our  Saviour.     If  he  is  not  miftakea 
in  thi$»  the  charafter  of  Polycarp  is  delineated  by 
z  hand  indeed  divine,  and  the  cnartyrdom  before 
t;a  wa^s  particularly  predidled.     He  mud  indeed 
h^ve  prefided  74  years  over  that  church  by  this  ac- 
count: ;  but  we  fhall  hereafter  fee  that  his  age  muft 
hftve  been,  extremely  great.     He  certainly  long 
furvivcd  his  friend  Ignatius,   and  was  refcrved  to 
fuffcr  by  Marcus  Antoninus.     Some  time  before 
this  he  came  to  Rome  to  hold  a  conference  with 
Anlcetus,  the  bifliop  of  that  See,  concerning  the 
time  of  obferving  Eafter.     The  matter  was  foon 
decided  between  them,  as  all  matters  fhould  be 
which  enter   not  into   the  effence  of  godlinefs. 
They  each  obfervcd  their  own  cuftonis  without 
any  breach  of  charity  between  them,  real  or  ap- 
parent.    But  he  found  more  important  employ, 
ment  while  at  Rome.     The  hcrefy  of  Marcion 
was  ftrong  in  that  city  %  and  the  teftimony  and 
zealous  labours  of  one  who  had  known  fo  much 
of  the  Apoftles  were  fuccefsfuUy  employed  againft 
it,  and  many  were  reclaimed.     It  was  not  in  Mar- 
cio^'s  power  to  ui^ermJne  the  authority  of  tbi^ 
venerable  A6fUK.    To  pjocgre  a  feemiog  coq^t- 
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tfoh  was  the  utmoft  he  could  etpeft,  arid  h  was 
as  fuitable  to  h»  views  to  attempt  this,  as  it  was 
to  thofe  of  Polycarp  to  oppofe.  Meeting  hittt 
one  day  in  the  ftreet,  he  called  out  to  him,  Poly- 
carp, own  us.  I  do  own  thee,  fays  the  zealous 
bifhop,  to  be  the  firft-born  of  Satan.  I  (hall  refer 
the  reader  to  what  has  been  faid  already  of  St. 
Jdin*s  fimilar  conduft  on  fuch  occafions,  addiog 
only  that  Irenacus,  from  whom  Eufebius  relates 
the  ftory,  commends  his  condu6t,  and  fpeaks  of  it 
as  commonly  praftifed  by  the  Apoftles  and  their 
followers.  Irenaeus  informs  us  *  that  he  had  a 
particular  delight  in  recounting  what  had  .been 
told  by  thofe  who  had  feen  Chr^  in  the  flefh,  that 
he  ufcd  to  relate  what  he  had  been  informed  con- 
cerning his  doftrine  and  miracles,  and  when  he 
heard  of  any  heretical  attempts  to  overturn  chri- 
flian  fundamentals,  he  would  cry  out.  To  what 
times,  O  God,  haft  thou  referved  me !  and  would 
leave  the  place. 

Indeed  when  it  is  confidered  what  Marcion 
maintained,  and  what  unqueftionable  evidence 
Polycarp  had  againft  him  in  point  of  matter  of 
faft,  we  Ihall  fee  he  had  juft  reafon  to  teftify  his 
difapprobation.  The  man  was  one  of  the  Docetas; 
with  him  Chrift  had  no  real  manhood  at  all.  He 
rcjefted  the  whole  Old  Teftament,  and  mutilated 
the  New.  He  held  two  principles,  after  the  man- 
ner of  the  Manichccs,  in  order  to  account  for  the 
origin  of  evil.  If  men  who  affcrt  things  fo  fun- 
damentally fubverfive  of  the  gofpel,  would  openly 
difavow  the  chriftian  name,  they  might  be  endured 
with  much  more  compofure  by  chriftians,  nor 
would  there  be  any  call  for  fo  fcrupulous  an  ab- 
fence  from  their  fociety^  as  St.  Paul  has  deter- 
Quned  the  cafej:.    But  for  fuch  men,  whether 

antient 
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antient  or  modern,  to  call  themfclvcs  chriftians, 
is  an  intolerable  infult  on  the  common  fenfe  of 
mankind.  We  know  nothing  more  of  the  life  of 
this  great  man.  Of  the  circumftances  of  his  death 
we  have  an  account,  and  they  deferve  a  copious 
relation. 

The  greateft  part  of  the  antient  narrative  is 
prefcrved  by  Eufebius.*  The  beginning  and  the 
end,  which  he  has  not  given  us,  have  been  refto<^ 
red  by  the  care  of  Archbifliop  Ufher.  It  is  an 
epiftle  written  in  the  name  of  Polycarp*s  Church 
of  Smyrna :  I  have  ventured  to  tranflate  the  whole 
myfelf,  yet  not  without  examining  what  Valcfius, 
the  Editor  of  Eufebius,  and  Archbifhop  Wake^ 
have  left  us  on  the  fubjcd:.  It  is  doubtlels  one  of 
the  mod  precious  ornaments  of  antiquity,  and  it 
feemed  to  deferve  alfo  fomc  notes  and  illuftrations: 

**  The  Church  of  God  which  fojourns  at  Smyrna, 
to  that  which  fojourns  at  Philomclium  j:,  and  in  all 
places  where  the  holy  catholic  church  fojourns 
throughout  the  world,  may  the  mercy,  pe^ce,  and 
love  of  God  the  Father,  and  of  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift^  he  multiplied  !  We  have  written  to  yon, 
brethren,  as  well  concerning  the  other  martyrs, 
as  particularly  the  blcfled  Polycarp,  who,  as  it 
were,  fealing  by  his  teftimony,  clofed  the  perfe- 
cution.  For  all  thefe  things  which  were  done 
were  fo  conduced,  that  the  Lord  from  above 
might  exhibit  to  us  the  nature  of  a  martyrdom 
perfeftly  evangelical.  For  Polycarp  did  not  preci- 
pitately give  himfelf  up  to  death,  but  waited  till  he 
was  apprehended,  as  our  Lord  himfelf  did,  that 
we  might  imitate  him ;  not  only  caring  for  our- 
♦  felves, 
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felves,  but  alfo  for  oar  neighbours.    It  is  the  of- 
fice of  folid  and  genuine  charity  not  only  to  defire 
our  own  falvation,  but  alfo  that  of  all  the  bre<» 
thren*.    Blefled  and  noble  indeed  are  all  martyr- 
doms which  are  regulated  according  to  the  will  of 
God.     For  it  behoves  us  who  affume  to  ourfelves 
the  charadter  of   chriftians,    a  nafne  profefling 
diftinguifhed  fandity,  to  fubmit  to  God  alone  the 
arbitration  of  all  wants  J.     Doubtlcfs  their  mag- 
nanimity, their  patience,  their  love  of  the  Lord, 
deferve  the  admiration  of  every  one  ;  who  though 
torn  with  whips  till  the  frame  and  ftruAure  of 
their  bodies  was  laid  open  even  to  their  veins  and 
arteries,  yet  meekly  endured  •,  fo  that  thofe  who 
ftood  around  pitied  them  and  lamented.  But  fuch 
was  their  fortitude,  that  none  uttered  a  figh  or  groan^ 
evincing  to  us  all  that  at  that  hour  the  martyrs  of 
Chrift,  though  tormented,  were  abfenr,  as  it  were, 
from  the  body,  or  rather  that  the  Lord  being  pre- 
fent,  converfed  familiarly  with  them ;  and  theyi 
fupported  by  the  grace  of  Chrift,  dcfpifcd  the  tor- 
ments of  this  world,  by  one  hour  redeeming  them- 
fclves  from  eternal  puni(bment,     And  the  fire* of 
favage  tormentors  was  cold  to  them.     For  they 
had  fteadily  in  view  a  define  to  avoid  that  fire 
which  is  eternal  and  never  to  be  quenched.     And 
with  the  eyes  of  their  heart  they  had  refpcft  to 

the 

*  ( trandate  accordiag  to  the  Greek.  But  though  common  candoar 
may  put  a  favourable  conftruAion  on  the  exprefHonSi  the  honour 
then  pat  on  martyrdom  feems  exceffive. 

X  They  doubtlefs  mean  to  ceofure  the  felf-will  of  thofe  who 
threw  themfelves  on  their  perfecutors  before  they  were  providenti- 
ally called  to  it.  And  doubtlefs  the  calm  patience  of  Poiycarp,  in 
this  refpedt,  much  excelled  the  impetuofity  of  Ignatius.  But  Pqfycarp 
was  much  older  than  he  was  when  Ignatius  fu^ered,  and  very  pro- 
bably had  grown  in  grace.  And  the  Afiatic  churches  feem  to  have 
correded  the  errors  o(  .exceffive  zeal,  which  even  in  their  befi 
chriiHans  had  formerly  prevailed.  The  cafe  of  Quiotus  will  fooa 
throw  a  liglit  oa  this  KiDJed. 
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tiic  good  things  referved  for  thoic  who  endure^ 
tbp^s  wbkb  eye  bath  not  feen^  nor  ear  heardy  nor  harh 
it  entered  into  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive.  ■.  But  tbcy 
were  then  exhibited  to  then)  by  the  Lord,  being  in* 
deed  no  longer  meir,  but  angels.  In  like  manner 
thofe  who  were  condemned  to  the  wild  beads  un^. 
derwent  for  a  time  cruel  toorments,  being  placed 
under  (hells  of  fea-fi(h,  and  expofed  to  various 
other  tortures,  that  if  pebble  the  infernal  tyrant, 
by  an  uninterrupted  fcries  of  fufierin^,  niight 
tempt  them  to  deny  their  Mafter.  Much  did  Sal- 
tan contrive  againfl:  them  i  *  but,  thanks  to  God, 
without  effe£):  againft  them  alL  The  magnanimous 
Germanicus,  by  his  patience^  ftrengthened  the 
veak)  who  fought  with  wild  beads  in  an  illuftriout 
manner ;  for  the  Proconful,  defixous  of  periUading 
bim,  and  telling  him  to  pity  his  ^e,  he  drew  the 
wild  beads  to  himfelf  by  provocations,  defirous 
of  departing  more  quickly  from  a  world  of  wrck«> 
ednefs.  And  now  the  whole  multitude,  admiring 
the  fortitude  of  chridians,  the  true  friends  and 
worlhippers  of  God,  cried  out.  Take  away  the 
atheids,  j:  let  Polycarp  be  fought  for.  One,  by 
name  Quintus,  lately  come  from  Phrygia,  his  na* 
tive  country,  on  fight  of  the  beads,  trembled* 
He  had  perfuaded  fome  perfons  to  prefent  them* 
lelves  before  the  tribunal  of  their  own  accord. 
Him  the  Proconful,  by  foothing  fpeeches,  induced 
to  fwear  and  to  facrifice.  On  this  account,  bre- 
thren, we  do  not  approve  of  thofe  who  offer  them^ 
felves  to  martyrdom  \  for  we  have  not  fo  learned 
Chrid. 

Th» 

*  Tht  language  of  thefe  antieot  cfariftiant  defeircs  to  he  ootioed'; 
they  have  their  eye  more  fteadily  on  a  Divine  influence  on  the  one 
hand,  and  a  diaboUod  one  oa  the  other,  than  it  faihiooable  in  oar 
liaiei. 

X  The  term  of  reproach  then  commMly  affind  to  cfariOiaai. 
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The  admirable  Polycarp»  when  he  heard  what 
pafledy  was  quite  unmoved^  and  defired  to  remain 
in  the  city.    But,  induced  by  the  intreaties  of  his 
people,  be  retired  to  a  village  not  far  from  the 
city ;  and  fpent  the  time  with  a  few  friends,  night 
and  day,  in  nothing  elfe  than  in  praying  for  all 
the  churches  in  the  world,  according  to  his  ufual 
cuftom.    Three  days  before  he  was  feized  he  had 
a  vilion  while  he  was  praying.     He  faw  his  pil- 
low confumed  by  fire,  and  turning  to  the  com- 
rany  he  faid  prophetically,  I  muft  be  burnt  alive* 
Thofe  who  fought  him  being  at  hand,  he  retired  to 
another  village ;  and  immediately  the  officers  came 
to  the  houfe,  and  not  finding  him,  they  feized  two 
fervants,  one  of  whom  was  induced,  by  torture, 
to  confefs  the  place  of  his  retreat.     Certainly  it 
was  impoffible  to  conceal  him,  fince  even  thofe  of 
his  own  houlhold  difcovered  him.     And  the  Te« 
trarch,  called  Cleronomus  Herod*  haftened  to  in- 
troduce him  into  the  Stadium,  that  fo  he  might 
obtain  his  lot  as  a  partaker  of  Chrift,   and  thofe 
who  betrayed  him  might  (hare  with  Judas.  Taking 
then  the  fervant  as  their  guide,  they  went  out 
about  fupper-timc,    with  their  ufual   arms,    as 
a^ainft  a  robber,  and  arriving  late,  they  found 
him  lying  in  an  up^er  room  at  the  end  of  the 
houfe,  whence  he  might  have  made  his  efcape,  ^ 
but  be  would  not,  faying,  The  will  of  the  Loird 
h^  done.     Hearing  that  they  were  arrived,   he 
came  down  and  converfed  with  them,  thofe  who 
were  prefent  admiring  his   age  and  conftancyi 
fome  laid,  was  it  worth  while  to  take  pains  to  ap- 

Srehend  lb  aged  a  perfon  ?  He  immediately  or* 
ered  meat  and  drink  to  be  fet  before  them,  as 
much  as  they  pleafed,  and  begged  them  to  allow 

hin\ 

*  Thoft  who  koofw  the  eaftem  cnttom  of  flat-roofed  boofiss,  wiD 
not  be  iarprized  at  thii. 
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him  one  hour  to  pray  without  molcftation  ;  which 
being  granted,  he  prayed  (landing,  full  of  the 
grace  of  God,  fo  that  he.  could  not  be  filent  for 
two  hours  ;  end  the  hearers  were  aftoniihed,  and 
many  of  them  repented  that  they  were  come  to 
feize  fo  divine  a  charafter. 

When  he  had  ceafed  praying,  having  made  men* 
tion  of  all  whom  he  had  ever  known,  fmall  and 
great,  noble  and  vulgar,  and  of  the  whole  Catholic 
church  through  the  world,  the  hour  of  departing 
being  come,  they  fet  him  on  an  afs  and  led  him  to 
the  city*.  The  Irenarch  Herod,  and  his  father 
Nicetes,  met  him,  who  taking  him  up  into  their^ 
chariot,  began  to  advife  him,  afking.  What  harm' 
is  it  to  fay.  Lord  Casfar,  and  to  facrifice,  and  be 
fafc  ?  At  firft  he  was  filenr,  but  being  prefled,  he 
faid,  I  will  not  follow  your  advice.  When  they 
could  not  perfuade  him,  they  treated  him  abufively^ 
and  thruft  him  out  of  the  chariot,  fo  that  in  fall- 
ing he  bruifed  his  ^high.  But  he,  dill  unmoved 
as  if  he  had  fuffcred  nothing,  went  on  cheerfully 
under  the  conduft  of  his  guards  to  the  Stadium. 
There  the  tumult  being  fo  great  that  few  could 
hear  any  thing,  a  voice  from  heaven  faid  to  Poly- 
carp,  entering  on  the  Stadium,  "^  Be  ftrong,  Poly- 
carp,  and  play  the  man.  None  faw  the  fpeaker, 
but  many  of  us  heard  the  voice. 

When  he  was  brought  to  the  tribunal,  there 
was  a  great  tumvilt,  as  foon  as  it  was  generally 
underftood  that  Polycarp  was  apprehended.  The 
Proconful  afked  him,  if  he  was  Polycarp,  to 
which  he  aflcnted.     The  other  began  to  advife 

him» 

*  I  have  not  thought  it  worth  while  to  tranflate  what  relates  to 
the  time  when  Polycarp  fuffered,  in  which  the  Jearned  difagree  in 
the  mode  of  interpretation. 

t  The  reader  (hould  remember  that  miraculous  interpolitioas  oC 
farioQS  kinds  were  ftill  frequent  in  the  church. 
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hiiii,  picy  thy  great  age>  and  the  like.  Sweafr  by 
the  fortune  of  Csefar  5  repent,  fay.  Take  away  the 
atheifts.  Polycarp,  with  a  grave  afpe&,  behold* 
ing  all  the  multitude,  waving  his  hand  to  theoi, 
and  looking  up  to  heaven,  faid.  Take  away. the 
atheifts.  The  Proconful  urging  him^  and  faying^ 
Swear,  and  1  will  releafe  thee,  reproach  Chrift. 
Polycarp  faid.  Eighty  and  fix  years  have  I  fervcd 
him,  and  he  hath  never  wronged  me,  and  how  can 
I  blafpheme  my  King  who  hath  faved  me !  The 
other  ilill  urging.  Swear  by  the  fortune  of  Casfar. 
Polycarp  faid.  If  you  ftill  vainly  contend  to  make 
me  fwear  by  the  fortune  of  Cacfar^  as  you  fpeak, 
affcdting  an  fgnorance  of  my  real  charafter,  hear 
me  frankly  declaring  what  I  am.  I  am  a  chrifl 
tian ;  and  if  you  defire  to  learn  the  chriftian  doc*- 
trine,  aflign  me  a  day,  and  hear.  The  Proponful 
faid,  Pcrfuade  the  people.  Polycarp  faid,  I  have 
thought  proper  to  addrefs  you ;  for  we  are  taught 
to  pay  all  honour  to  magiftracies  and  powers  ap» 
pointed  by  God,  which  is  confiftent  with  a  good 
confciencc.  But  I  do  not  hold  them  worthy  to 
apologize  before  them*.  I  have  wild  beafts, 
fays  the  Proconful.  I  will  expofe  you  to  them, 
unlcfs  you  repent.  Call  them,  replies  the  Martyn 
Our  minds  are  not  to  be  changed  from  the  better 
to  the  worfe:  but  it  is  a  good  thing  to  be  changed 
from  evil  to  good.  I  will  tame  your  fpirit  by 
fire,  fays  the  other,  fince  you  dcfpife  the  wild 
beafts,  unlcfs  you  repent.  You  threaten  me  with 
fire,  anfwers  Polycarp,  which  burns  for  a  moment, 
and  will  be  foon  extindt ;  but  are  ignorant  of  the 
future  judgment,  and  the  fire  of  eternal  puaifti- 

ment 

*  I  cannot  thiok  that  this  was  faid  io  contempt  of  the  vulgar,  but 
on  account  of  the  prejudice  and  enmity  which  their  condud  ex- 
hibited at  that  time. 
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fnent  referved  for  the  ungodly.  But  why  do  you 
delay  ?  Do  what  you  -pleafe.  Saying  this  and 
more^  he  was  filled  with  confidence  and  joy,  and 
grace  (hone  in  his  countenance ;  fo  that  he  was 
fo  far  from  being  confounded  by  the  menaces, 
that  on  the  contrary  the  Proconful  was  yifibly 
embarraflcd  •,  he  fent,  however,  the  herald  to  pro- 
claim thrice,  in  the  midft  of  the  aflembly,  Poly- 
carp  hath  profefied  himfelf  a  chriftian.  Upon 
this  all  the  multitude,  both  of  Gentiles  and  of 
Jews,  who  dwelt  at  Smyrna,  with  infatiable  rage 
(houted  aloud.  This  is  the  do£tor  of  Afia,  the  Ul- 
ther  of  chriftians,  the  fubverter  of  our  gods,  who 
hath  taught  many  not  to  facrifice  nor  to  adore. 
They  now  begged  Philip,  the  Afiarch,  to  let  out 
a  lion  againft  Polycarp.  But  he  refufcd,  obferv- 
ing  that  the  aniphitheatrical  fpe£tacles  of  the  wild 
beafts  were  finiOied.  They  then  unanimoufly 
fhouted,  that  he  Ihould  be  burnt  alive  ^  for  his 
vifion  was  of  neceflity  to  be  accomplilhed.  Whilft 
he  was  praying  he  obferved  the  fire  kindling,  and 
turning  to  the  faithful  that  were  with  him,  he 
faid  prophetically,  I  mud  be  burnt  alive;  the 
work  was  executed  with  all  poffible  fpecd  :  the 
people  immediately  gathered  fuel  from  the  work- 
fhops  and  baths,  in  which  employment  the  Jews  ♦ 
didinguiflied  themfelves  with  their  ufual  malice.  As 
foon  as  the  fire  was  prepared,  dripping  off  his 
cloaths,  and  looting  his  gFrdle,  he  attempted  to  take 
off  his  fiioes,  a  thing  unufual  to  him  before,  be* 
caufe  each  of  the  faithful  were  wont  to  drive  who 
ihould  be  mod  affiduous  in  ferving  him.     For 

before 

*  I  fcarce  know  a  more  (Iriking  view  of  the  jodicia]  curfe  iofliAed 
ftn  the  Jews  than  this.  Indeed  this  people  ail  along  exerted  them* 
felvcs  ill  pcrfecutioo,  sod  Jufiin  Martyr  tells  us  of  a  charge  which 
had  bwi  fcot  from  Jerufalem  by  the  chief  priefts  againft  ChriT* 
tiaos  dire&d  to  their  brethren  through  the  work!. 
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before  his  martyrdom  his  integrity  and  blamelefii 
condu£t  had  always  procured  him  the  mod  un- 
feigned refpeft.  Immediately  the  ufual  appen- 
dages of  burning  were  placed  about  him.  And 
when  they  were  going  to  fallen  him  to  the  ftakc, 
he  fald.  Let  me  remain  as  I  am  ;  for  he  who  giv- 
cth  me  ftrengch  to  fuftain  the  fire,  will  enable  me 
alio,  without  your  fecuring  me  with  nails,  to  re- 
main unmoved  in  the  fire.  Upon  which  they 
bound  him  without  nailing  him.  And  he,  put- 
ting his  hands  behind  him,  and  being  bound  as  a 
diftinguifhed  ram  fele£ted  from  a  great  flock,  a 
burnt-ofirring  acceptable  to  God  Almighty,  faid, 
O  Father  of  thy  beloved  and  blcflcd  Son,  Jefus 
Chrift,  through  whom  we  have  attained  the  know- 
ledge of  thee,  O  God  of  angels  and  principalities. 
and  of  all  creation,  and  of  all  the  ju(t  who  live  in 
thy  fight,  I  blefs  thee,  that  thou  haft  counted  me 
worthy  of  this  day,  and  this  hour,  to  receive  my 
portion  in  the  number  of  martyrs,  in  the  cup  of 
Chrift,  for  the  refurreftion  to  eternal  life  both  of 
ibul  and  body,  in  the  incorruption  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft ;  among  whom  may  I  be  received  ^before 
thee  this  day  as  a  facrifice  well-favoured  and  ac- 
ceptable, as  thou  the  faithful  and  true  God  haft 
prepared,  declaring  before-hand,  and  fulfilling 
accordingly.  Wherefore  I  praife  thee  for  all  thofe 
things,  I  blefs  thee,  I  glorify  thee,  by  the  eternal 
HighPrieft,  Jefus  Chrift,  thy  well-beloved  Son: 
through  whom,  with  him  in  the  Holy  Spirit,  be 
Iglory  to  thee  both  now  and  for  ever.     Amen. 

And  when  he  had  pronounced  Amen  aloud^ 
and  finiihed  prayer,  the  ofiicers  lighted  the  fire, 
^nd  a  great  flame  burfting  out,  we,  to  whom  it 
'was  given  to  fee,  faw  a  wonder,  who  alfo  were  rc- 
ierved  to  relate  to  others  that  which  happened. 

For 


y 
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For  the  flame  forming  the  appearance  of  an  arch# 
as  rhc  fail  of  a  veffcl  filled  with  wiod»  was  as  a 
wall  round  about  the  body  of   the  martyr.     And 
it  was  in  the  mtdft>  not  as  burning  fiefli,  but  as 
gold  and  fiivcr  refined  in  a  furnace.    We  received 
alfo  in  our  noftrils  Tuch  a  fragrance,  as  of  frankin- 
cenfe,  or  fome  other  precious  perfume.   At  length 
the  impious  obfcrving  that  his  body  could  not  be 
confumed  by  the  fire,  ordered  the  Confeftor  "•  to 
approach^  and  to  plunge  his  Iword  into  his  body* 
Upon  this  a  quantity  of  blood  guihed  out,    (a 
that  the  fire  was  ejctinguilhed,  and  all  the  multi- 
tude were  aftoniflied  to   fee  the  difference  thus 
providentially  made  between  the  unbelievers  and 
iheclcdj  of  whom  the  admirable  perlbnage  be- 
fore us  was  doubtlcfs  one,  m  our  age  an  apoftoli- 
cal  and  prophetical   teacher>  the  Bilhop  of  the 
Catholic  church  of  Smyrna.     For  whatever  he 
declared  was  fulfilled  and  will  be  fulfilled.     But 
the  envious,  malignant,  and  fpiteful  enemy  of  thd 
juft,  obferving  the  honour  put  on  his  martyrdomi 
and  his  blamekfs  life,  and  knowing  that  he  was 
now  Crowned  with  immortality,   and  the  prize  of 
unqueftionabJe  victory,  ftudied  to  prevent  us  from 
obtaining  his  body,  though  many  of  us  longed  to 
do  itf  and  to  communicate  |  with  his  facred  fielh* 
For   fome   fuggefled    to  Nicetes,    the   father   of 
Herod,  and  the  brother  of  Alee,  f  to  go  to  the 
Proconful,  and  in  treat  him  not  to  deliver  them 

the 

*  An  offjcer ,  whofe  bufirtefi  k  was  io  the  Roman  gamel  to  ilif- 
patcb  any  bc^tt  that  was  unruly  or  daagerous. 

J  I  iec  no  ground  f<>r  tlje  weli-known  P*ipiflic»l  inference  frona 

littice  of  ih^  vifti^rsaJcfibed  to  relics^     To  exprds  an  Affeflionatd 
regjrd  to  iKc  J-ccaled  by  a  dcceot  aiiemion  lo  die  fiiijtf al  mt-f^ 
aJ]  tU^it  is  ntcttUhly  mettot  by  tUc  expieflion, 

f  Alee  is  fpoken  of  with  honour  in  Ignauas'i  Epiffte  to  the 
Smyrncans.  She,  ii  feems,  liad  found.  In  her  ne areU  rcliiliom^  tDfC< 
Iridic  foes  to  whatever  fbg  held  duu 
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the  body,  left,  fay  they,  leaving  the  Crucified  Oiitf^ 
they  fliould  begin  to  worfliip  him.  And  they 
faid  thefe  things  upon  the  fuggeftions  and  argu<^ 
tnents  of  the  Jews,  who  alfo  watched  us,  when 
we  were  going  to  take  his  body  ff-om  the  pile ;  un- 
acquainted indeed  with  our  views,  that  it  is  not 
poffible  for  us  to  forfake  Chrifl:,  who  fuflfered  for 
the  falvation  of  all  who  are  faved  of  the  human 
race,  nor  ever  to  worfhip  any  other*.  For  we 
adore  him  as  being  the  Son  of  God ;  but  we  juftly 
love  the  martyrs  as  difciples  of  the  Lord$  and 
followers  of  him,  on  account  of  that  didinguifhed 
affeftion  which  they  bore  towards  their  King  and 
their  Teacher,  and  may  we  be  ranked  at  laft  in 
their  nufiiber !  The  Genturidri,  perceiving  the 
malevolence  of  the  Jews,  placed  the  body  in  the 
tnidl}:^  and  burnt  it.  Then  we  gathered  up  his 
bones,  more  precious  than  gold  and  jewels,  and  de- 
pofited  them  in  a  proper  place;  where,,  if  it  be 
poffible,  we  fhall  meet,  and  the  Lord  will  grant 
us,  in  gladnefs  and  joy,  to  celebrate  the  birth-day 
of  his  martyrdom,  both  in  commemoration  of 
thofe  who  have  wreftled  before  us,  and  for  the  in* 
ftra£bion  and  confirmation  of  thofe  who  come  af<- 
ter  J.  Thus  far  concerning  the  bleflcd  Polycarp. 
Eleven  brethren  from  Philadelphia  fufFered  with 
him,  but  he  alone  is  particularly  celebrated  by  all ; 
even  by  Gentiles  he  is  fpoken  of  in  every  place.  He 
was,  in  truth,  not  only  an  illuftrious  teacher,  but 
alfo  an  eminent  martyr,  whofe  martyrdom  all  de- 
fire  to  imitate^  bccaufe  it  was  regulated  exaftly 

CL  by 

*  The  faith  of  Chrif!,  and  a  juft  honoar  paid  to  tnte  ebriftiaof^ 
abftra£ted  froiii  fuperflition  and  idolatry^  appear  io  this  pafiage,  &c. 

t  If  we  were  in  oar  times  fubjef!  to  fuch  fafFeripgfy  I  fufpefl  diefe 
atmiferiarY-inartyrdoros  of  antiquity  might  be  thooght  uleful  to  ut 
tffi>.  The  Ibperititioa  of  after-times  appears  not,  I  thioki  in  this 
cpilne* 
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by  Evangelical  principles.  For  by  patience  he 
conquered  the  unjuft  magiftrate,  and  thus  receiv- 
ing  the  crown  of  immortality,  exulting  with 
Apoftles  and  all  the  righteous,  he  glorifies  God, 
even  the  Father,  and  blefles  our  Lord,  even  the 
Ruler  of  our  bodies,  and  the  Shepherd  of  his 
Church  difperfed  through  the  world.  You  defired 
a  full  account ;  and  we,  for  the  prefent,  have  fent 
you  a  compendious  one  by  our  brother  Mark. 
When  you  have  read  it,  fend  it  to  the  brethren 
;  beyond  you,  that  they  alfo  may  glorify  the  Lord, 
who  makes  fele£tions  from  his  own  fervants,  who 
ihall  thus  honour  him  by  their  deaths,  and  who 
not.  To  him  who  is  able  to  condu6fc  us  all  by 
his  grace  and  free  mercy  into  his  heavenly  king- 
dom, by  his  only-begotten  Son  Jcfus  Chrift,  to 
him  be  glory,  honour,  power,  majcfty,  for 
ever.  Amen.  Salute  all  the  Saints ;  thofe  with 
<i)s  falute  you,  particularly  Evariftus  the  writer, 
ivith  all  his  houfe.  He  fufFered  martyrdom  the 
iecond  day  of  the  month  Xanthicus,  the  feventh 
day  before  the  Calends  of  March,  on  the  great 
fabbath,  the  eighth  hour.  He  was  apprehended 
by  Herod,  under  Phihp  the  Trallian  Pontifex, 
Statius  Quadratus  being  Proconful,  but  Jefus 
Chrift  reigning  for  ever,  to  whom  be  glory,  ho- 
nour, majcfty,  an  eternal  throne  from  age  to  age.- 
We  pray  that  you  may  be  ftrong,  brethren,  walk- 
ing in  the  Word  Jefus  Chrift,  according  to  theGof- 
pel,  with  whom  be  glory  to  God,  even  the  Father, 
and  to  the  Holy  Spirit,  for  the  falvation  of  his  eledt- 
ed  Saints,  among  whom  the  blefTed  Polycarp  hath 
fufFered  martyrdom,  with  whom  may  we  be  found 
in  the  kingdom  of  Jefus  Chrift,  having  followed 
his  fteps ! 

Thefe  things  Caias  hath  tranfcribed  from  the 
copy  of  IreniBii3>  the  difciple  of  Polycarp,  who  alfo 

lived 
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lived  with  Irenseus.  And  I  Socrates  of  Corinth 
have  tranfcribcd  from  the  copy  of  Caius.  Grace 
be  with  you  all.  And  I  Pionius  have  tranfcribed 
from  the  fore- mentioned,  having  made  fearch  for 
it,  and  received  the  knowledge  of  it  by  a  vifion  o£ 
Polycarp,  as  I  (hall  (hew  in  what  follows,  collcft- 
ing  it  when  now  almoft  obfolete.  So  may  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrilt  colleft  me  with  his  eleft,  to 
whom  be  glory  with  the  Father  and  the  Holy 
Spirit  to  the  ages  of  ages.     Amen.^^ 

I  thought  it  not  amifs  for  the  Englifh  reader  to 
fee  the  manner  in  which  books  were  then  fuccef- 
fively  prefcrved  in  the  church.  Of  Irenaeus  we 
(hall  hear  more  hereafter.  Nor  ought  Pionius's 
account  of  his  vi(ion  to  be  haftily  (lighted,  by  thofe 
who  con(ider  the  fcarcity  of  ufeful writings  in  thofe  ^ 
days.  Whether  the  cafe  was  worthy  of  fuch  a  di- 
vine interpofition,  we,  who  indolently  enjoy  books, 
without  end,  can  fcarce  be  judges.  Hdwever,  if 
any  chufe  to  add  this  to  the  number  of  pious 
frauds,  which  certainly  did  once  much  abound, 
the  authenticity  of  the  whole  account  remains  un- 
impeached,  as  very  near  the  whole  is  in  Eufebius. 
This  hiftorian  mentions  Metrodorus,  a  Prcfbyter 
of  the  fedt  of  Marcion,  who  peri(hed  in  the  flames 
among  others  who  fuffered  at  Smyrna.  It  cannot 
be  denied  that  Heretics  alfo  have  had  their  mar- 
tyrs. Pride  and  obftinacy  will  in  fome  minds 
per(ift  even  to  death.  But  as  all  who  have  been 
claflTed  among  heretics  have  not  been  fo  in  reality, 
Metrodorus  might  be  a  very  different  fort  of  a 
man  from  M^ircion. 

A  comparative  view  of  a  chriftian  fuffering,  as 
we  have  feen  Polycarp,  with  a  Roman  Stoic  or 
untutored  Indian  undergoing  affliftions,  where  we 
have  an  opportunity  to  furvey  all  circumftances, 
might  (hew,  in  a  praAical  lights  the  peculiar  ^- 

Q^  2  nius 
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niuft  and  ipirit  of  chrifti^nity,  and  it's  divine  fd- 
pcriority.  At  the  fame  time  thofe  who  now  con- 
tent themfelves  with  a  cold  rationality  in  religion, 
may  alk  themfelves  how  it  would  have  fitted  them 
to  endure  what  Polycarp  did,  and  whether  fome- 
thing  of  what  is  falfely  called  enthufiafm,  and 
which  the  foregoing  epiftle  breathes  fo  profufely, 
be  not  really  and  folidly  divine. 


CHAP-     VI. 


THE   MARTYRS   OF    LYONS   AND   VIENNE. 

•  'T^  H  E  flame  of  Antoninus*s  perfecution 
t  reached  a  country  which  hitherto  has  af- 
forded us  no  ecclefiaftical  materials,  I  mean  that 
of  France,  in  thofe  times  called  Gallia.  Two 
neighbouring  cities,  Vienne  and  Lyons,  appear  to 
have  been  much  favoured  with  evangelical  light 
and  love.  Vienne  was  an  ancient  Roman  colony  ^ 
I^yons  was  more  modern,  and  her  prefent  bi(hop 
was  Pothinus.  His  very  name  points  him  out  to 
be  a  Grecian.  Irenasus  was  a  Prelbyter  of  Lyons, 
and  feems  to  have  been  the  author  of  the  epiftle 
which  Eufebius  has  preferved,  and  which  the 
reader  (hall  fee  prefently.  Other  names  concerted 
in  the  fubjcft  are  evidently  of  Greek  extraction, 
and  it  is  hence  molt  probable  that  fome  Afiatic 
Greeks  had  been  the  founders  of  thefe  churches. 
Whoever  calls  his  eye  on  a  map  of  France,  and 
fees  the  fituation  of  Lyons,  at  prefent  the  largeft 
and  mod  populous  city  in  that  kingdom,  next  to 
Paris>  may  ooferve  how  favourable  the  confluence 

•  EatA.  IV.  X  C 
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of  the  Rhine  and  the  Soanc»  (anciently  called  the 
Arar)  on  which  it  ftands,  is  for  the  purpofes  of 
commerce  *,  The  navigation  of  the  Mediterranean, 
in  alU  probability,  was  condudred  by  merchants 
of  Lyons  and  of  Smyrna,  and  hence  the  eafy  in- 
troduftion  of  the  golixrl  from  the  latter  place  and 
the  other  Afiatic  churches  is  apparent.  How 
much  God  had  blelTed  the  work  in  France,  the 
accounts  of  their  fufFcrings  will  evince.  Lyons 
and  Vienne  appear  to  be  daughters,  of  whom  their 
Afiatic  mothers  needed  not  to  be  afhamed. 

The  ipijik  of  ibe  churches  t^f  Vimm  and  Lyons  io  ibi 
bretbrm  in  Afia  and  Phrygia ;[;. 

The  fervants  of  Chrift,  fojourning  in  Vienne 
and  Lyons  in  France,  to  the  brethren  in  Afia 
propria  and  Phrygia,  who  have  the  fame  faith  and 
hope  of  redemption  with  us,  peace^  and  grace, 
and  glory  from  God  the  Father  and  Chrift  Jefus 
uur  Lord, 

We  are  not  competent  to  defcribc  with  accu- 
racy, nor  is  it  in  our  power  to  exprefs  the  great- 
nefs  of  the  affliftion  luftained  here  by  the  faint% 
the  incenfe  animofity  of  the  heathen  againfl:  them, 
and  the  complicated  fufferings  of  the  blefled 
martyrs.  The  grand  enemy  aflaultcd  us  with  all 
his  might,  and  by  his  firfteffays  exhibited  inten- 
tions of  cxercifing  malice  without  limits  and  with- 
out controuL  He  left  no  method  untried  to  ha» 
bituate  his  Oaves  to  his  bloody  work,  and  to  pre- 
prepare  them  by  previous  exercifes  againft  thefer- 
vantsofGod,  Chriftians  wercabfolutely  prohibited 
0^3  from 

•  When  will  the  moderns  !eam  to  conned  navigiuon  aad  com- 
tnerce  with  the  pm|>agaiLon  of  ihe  G  of  pel  ? 

1  Eufcbmi  does  not  give  the  whole  of  the  cpiflle  at  length,  but 
'^  emits  fome  parts,  and  bierrupti  the  thread  of  the  nirradve*  It  \% 
not  oecdtary  to  notice  the  particular  inftances. 
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from  appearing  in  any  houfcs,  except  their  own,  in 
baths,  in  the  noarket,  or  In  any  place  whatever.  The 
grace  of  God,  however,  fought  for  us,  prcferving 
the  weak  and  expofing  the  ftrong,  who,  like  piU 
lars,  were  able  to  withftand  him  in  patience,  and 
to  draw  the  whole  fury  of  the  wicked  againft 
themfelves.  Thefe  entered  into  the  conteft,  fuf- 
taining  every  fpecies  of  pain  and  reproach.  What 
was  heavy  to  others,  to  them  was  light,  while 
they  were  haftening  to  Chrift,  evincing  indeed,  that 
tbefufferings  of  thu  prefent  time  are  not  worthy  to  be, 
compared  with  the  glory  that  Jhall  be  revealed  in  us. 
The  firft  trial  was  from  the  people  at  large;  fhoutSj^^ 
blows,  the  dragging  of  their  bodies,  the  plunder- 
ing of  their  goods,  cafting  of  ftones,  and  the  con- 
fining of  them  within  their  own  houfes,  and  all 
the  indignities  which  may  be  expcded  from  a 
.  fierce  and  outrageous  multitude,  thefe  were  mag- 
nanimoufly  fuftained.  And  now,  being  led  into 
the  Forum  by  the  tribune  and  the  magiftrates,  they, 
•were  examined  before  all  the  people,  whether  they, 
were  chriftians,  and,  on  pleading  guilty,  were  fhut 
up  in  prifon  till  the  arrival  of  the  governor*. 
Before  him  they  were  at  length  brought,  and  he 
treated  us  with  great  favagenefs  of  manners.  The 
fpirit  of  Vettius  Epagathus,  one  of  the  brethren, 
was  roufed,  a  man  full  of  charity  both  to  God 
and  man,  whofe  conduft  was  fo  exemplary,  though 
but  a  youth,  that  he  might  juftly  be  compated  to 
old  Zacharias ;  for  he  walked  in  all  the  command- 
ments and  ordinances  of  the  Lord  blamelefs,  a 
man  ever  unwearied  in  afts  of  beneficence  to  his 
neighbours,  full  of  zeal  towards  God,  and  fervent 
in  fpirit.    He  could  not  bear  to  fee  fo  manifeft  a 

perverfion 

*  It  is  probaUe,  bat  oot  quite  certain,  that  this  Governor  was 
Serems,  ^u^terwards  Emperor.  The  coodaA  of  this  Gofemor  wat 
vortby  of  ib  inhumaii  a  Prince* 
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pcrverfion  of  juftice^  but,  being  moved  with 
indignation,  he  demanded  to  be  heard  in  behalf  of 
the  brethren,  and  pledged  himfelf  to  prove  that 
there  was  nothing  atheiilic  or  impious  among 
them,  thofe  about  the  tribunal  (houting  again(t 
him^  for  he  was  a  man  of  quality,  and  the  gover- 
nor  being  impatient  of  fo  equitable  a  demand,  and 
only  afking  him  if  he  were  a  chriftjan,  and  he  con- 
fe/Tmg  in  the  moft  open  manner,  the  confequence 
was^  that  he  was  ranked  among  the  martyrs.  He 
was  called,  indeed,  the  Advocate  of  the  Chriftiansi 
but  he  had  an  Advocate  •  within,  the  Holy  Spirit 
more  abundantly  than  Zacharias,  which  he  de- 
mon ft  rated  by  the  fulnefs  of  his  charity,  cheer- 
fully laying  down  his  life  in  defence  of  his  bre- 
thren ;  for  he  was,  and  is  ft  ill,  a  genuine  difciple 
of  Chrift,  following  the  Lamb  whicheribever  he 
gocth.  J  The  reft  began  now  to  be  diftinguiftied* 
The  capital  martyrs  appeared  indeed  ready  for  the 
contcft,  and  difcharged  their  part  with  all  alacrity 
of  mind.  Others  appeared  alfo  unready,  unex- 
ercifcd,  and  as  yet  weak,  unable  to  fuftain  the 
Jhock  of  fuch  a  conreft ;  of  thefe  ten  in  number 
lapled,  whofe  cafe  filled  us  with  great  grief  and 
unmeafurable  for  row,  and  dejeded  the  fpirits  of 
thofe  who  had  not  yet  been  apprehended,  who, 
though  they  fuftained  all  indignities,  yet  deferted 
not  the  martyrs  in  their  diftrefs.  Then  we  were 
all  much  alarmed,  becaufe  of  the  uncertain  event: 

of 


*  It  i*  not  eafy  to  tranflate  tKis,  becaufe  of  the  ambJguous 
■fe  qF  the  term  ne»pK^f;T§»,  which  figniiks  both  a  comforter 
and  an  advocate.  Bcdde&  their  only  advocate  in  hcaveo,  Jcfut 
Chnil,  cbnllians  have  the  comfort  and  power  of  his  Spirit  within. 

X  Every  man  who  reads  this  muil  fee  the  imqaify  and  ahfurdiiy 
of  the  governor.  A  term  of  reproach  ftandsin  the  room  af  argti* 
ment.  The  name  Chriftian  has  Jang  ceafc^d  to  be  infamous^  Bat 
the  word$  LoJkrd,  Purttao>  Pietiiij  and  MethodUtt  bave  fuppbed 
iti  place. 
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of  confeffioD,  not.  that  we  dreaded  the  tormei>(a 
with  which  we  were  threatened,  but  becaufe  We 
looked  forward  unto  the  end,  ancl  feared  the  dan- 
ger of  apoftacy.    Perfons  were  now  apprehended 
daily  of  fuch  as  were  counted  worthy  to  fill  up 
the  number  of  the  lapfed,  fo  that  the  moft  eiccf- 
lent  were  felefted  from  the  two  churches,  even 
diofe  by  whofe  labour  they  had  been  founded  and 
eftablilhed  *.     There  were  feized  at  the  fame  titn^ 
fome  of  our  heathen  fervatits,  (for  the  governor 
had  openly  ordered  us  all  to  be  fought  for)  who, 
by  the  impulfe  of  Satan,  fearing  the  torments 
which  they  law  infjifted  on  the  Saints,  on  the  fug- 
geftion  of  the  foldiers,  accufed  us  of  eating  human 
flelh,  and  of  unnatural  mixtures,  and  of  things 
not  fit  even  to  be  mdlrtioned  or  imagined^  and 
fuch  as  ought  not  tq  be  believed  of  mankind  J, 
Thefe  things  being  divulged,  all  were  incenfed 
even  to  madnefs  againft  us ;  fo  that  if  fome  were 
formerly  more  moderate  on  account  of  any  con- 
ncdions  of  blood,  affinity,  or  ffiendfhip,   they 
were  then  tranfported  beyond  all  bounds  with  in- 
dignation.   Now  it  was  that  our  Lord's  word  was 
fulfilled,  *'  The  time  will  come  when  whofocver 
*'  killeth  you  will  think  that  he  doeth  God  fer- 
"  vice."     -f  The  holy  martyrs  now  fuftained  tor- 
tures which  exceed  the  powers  of  dcfcription  ; 
Satan  labouring,   by  means  of  them,   to  extort 
fomething  flanderous  to  chriftianity.     The  whole 
fury  of  the  multitude,  the  governor,  and  the  fol- 
diers, was  fpent  in  a  particular  manner  on  Sanftus 

of 

*  Hence  I  judge  that  their  churches  were  of  no  great  antiquity. 

t  Here  we  fee  again  the  ufual  charge  of  unnatural  crimes  objeded 
CO  the  chriltiaos»  believed  in  the  paroxyfin  of  the  periecution,  bat 
afterwards  generelly  diiclaimed  by  ibber  perfoos. 

t  Surely  they  needed  much  the  aid  oi  the  Heavenly  Gomforferj 
promiftd  m  tkoto  difcoarfes,  to  enable  them  to  fuftaio  the  load  H 
calumDy  fo  kjoriooi  and  diftrcffi^g. 
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of  Vienne,  the  deacon,  und  on  Maturus,  a  late 
convert  indeed,  but  a  magnanimous  wreftler,  and 
on  Attalus  of  {'ergamus,  a  man  who  had  ever 
been  the  pillar  and  fupport  of  our  church,  *  and 
on  Blandina,  through  whom  Chrift  fhewed,  that 
thofe  things,  that  appear  unfightly  ^nd  contempdr 
ble  among  jnen,  are  moil  honourable  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  God,  on  account  of  love  to  his  name^ 
^hibited  in  real  energy,  and  not  boafting  in 
pompous  pretences.  For  while  we  all  feared, 
and  among  the  reft  her  miftrefs,  according  to  the 
flefh,  herlplf  one  of  the  noble  army  of  martyrs, 
was  afraid  that  (he  would  not  be  ajble  to  witnels 
a  good  confeflion,  becaufe  of  the  weaknefs  of  her 
body,  Blandina  was  endued  with  fo  much  forti- 
tude, that  thofe  who  fucceffively  tortured  her  fron^ 
morning  to  night,  were  quite  worn  out  with 
Iktigue,  and  owned  themfelves  conquered  and  ex- 
haufted  of  their  whole  apparatus  of  tortures,  and 
were  amazed  to  fee  her  ftill  breathing,  whilft  her 
body  was  torn  and  laid  open,  and  confefled  that 
one  fpecies  of  torture  had  been  fufficient  to  dif- 
patch  her,  much  more  fo  great  a  variety  as  had 
been  applied.  But  the  bleffed  woman,  as  a  gene* 
rous  wreftler,  recovered  frclh  vigour  in  the  aft  of 
confeffion;  and  it  was  an  evident  rcfrefhment, 
fupport,  and  an  annihilation  of  all  her  pains  to  fay, 
*M  am  a  chriftian,  and  no  evil  is  committed 
**  among  us/' 

In  tlie  mean-time  Sanftus  having  fuftained,  in 
a  manner  more  than  human,  the  moft  barbarous 
indignities,  while  the  impious  hoped  to  extort 
from  him  fomething  injurious  to  the  gofpel,  from 
the  duration  and  intenfenefs  of  his  fufferings,  re- 
fifted  with  fo  much  firmnefs,  that  he  would  neither 

•  tell 

*  A  fifftber  confirmation  of  the  Ufjca  that  the  GoQ^el  had  been 
broQg^  into  Fnuice  by  the  chariuUe  zed  of  the  Afiauc  cbiifliaos* 
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tell  his  own  name^  nor  that  of  his  nation  or  (late, 
nor  whether  he  was  a  freeman  or  flave ;  but  to 
every  interrogatory  he  anfwered  in  Latin,  "  I  am 
"  a  chriftian."  This  he  repeatedly  owned  was  to 
him  both  name,  and  date,  and  race,  and  every 
thing,  and  nothing  elfe  could  the  heathen  draw 
from  him.  Hence  the  indignation  of  the  gover- 
nor and  the  torturers  was  fiercely  levelled  againft 
him,  fo  that  having  exhaufled  all  the  ufual  mc^ 
thods  of  torture,  they  at  lad  fixed  brazen  plates 
to  the  moft  tender  parts  of  his  body.  Thefe  were 
fcorchcd  of  courfe,  and  yet  he  remained  upright 
and  inflexible,  firm  in  his  confeflion,  being  be- 
dewed and  rcdfrefhed  by  the  heavenly  fountain  of 
the  water  of  life  which  flows  from  the  •  belly  of 
Chrift.  His  body  witnefTed  indeed  the  ghaftly 
tortures  which  he  had  fuftained, .  being  one  con- 
tinued wound  and  bruife,  altogether  contraded, 
and  no  longer  retaining  the  form  of  a  human  crea- 
ture; in  whom  Chrift  fufFering  wrought  great 
marvels,  confounding  the  adverfary^  and  (hewing, 
for  the  encouragement  of  the  reft,  that  nothing  is 
to  be  feared  where  the  love  of  the  Father  is ;  no- 
thing painful  where  the  glory  of  Chrift  is  exhi- 
bited. For  while  the  impious  imagined,  when 
after  fome  days  they  renewed  his  tortures,  that  a 
frefti  application  of  the  fame  methods  of  punifti- 
ment  to  his'  wounds,  now  fwollen  and  inflamed^ 
muft  cither  overcome  his  conftancy,  or,  by  dif- 
patchiog  him  on  the  fpot,  ftrike  a  terror  into  the 
reft,  as  he  could  not  even  bear  to  be  touched  by 
the  hand,  this  was  fo  far  from  being  the  ca(p,  that, 
contrary  to  all  expe£lation,  his  body  recovered  its 

natural 

*  An  illudrious  tefliroony  to  the  doAriDe  of  the  Spirit's  ioflQencety 
now  fo  much  depreciated,  but  which  was  then  the  fupport  of  fuf- 
ferioff  chridiaos.  The  allufion  is  to  John,  7th  chapter,  "  He  that 
*'  beueveth  od  me,  out  of  his  belly  (hall  flow  riyers  of  lifiog  wateff% 
'*  And  this  ^akc  he  of  the  Spirit/* 
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natural  pofitlon  in  the  fecond  courfe  of  torture ; 
he  was  rcftored  ro  his  former  (hape  and  the  ufe  of 
his  limbs  j  to  that,  by  the  grace  of  Chrift>  it 
proved  not  a  puniihment*  but  a  cure* 

One  of  thofe  who  had  denied  Chrift  was  Biblias- 
The  devil^  imagining  that  he  had  now  devoured 
her^  and  dcGrous  to  augment  her  condemnation^ 
by  inducing  her  to  accuk  the  chriftians  falfely, 
kd  her  to  the  torture,  compelling  her  to  charge  us 
with  horrid  impieties,  as  being  a  weak  and  timorous 
creature-  But  in  her  torture  Hie  recovered  her- 
felfj  and  awoke  as  out  of  a  deep  fleep,  being  ad- 
moniihed  by  a  temportary  punillimenc  of  the  dan- 
ger of  eternal  fire  m  hell ;  and»  in  oppofuion  to 
the  impious,  fhe  faid.  How  can  we  eat  infants,  to 
whom  it  is  not  lawful  to  eat  the  blood  of  beafts  ?  * 
And  now  flie  profefled  herfclf  a  chnftian*  and  was 
|;Bdded  to  the  army  of  martyrs.  The  power  of 
Chrift,  exerted  in  the  patience  of  his  people,  had 
now  exhaufted  the  ufual  artifices  of  torment,  and 
the  devil  was  driven  to  new  refources,  They 
were  thru  ft  into  the  darkeft  and  moft  noifome  parts 
of  the  prifon  j  their  feet  were  diftended  in  a 
wooden  trunk  even  to  the  fifth  hole,  and  in  this 
Jicuation  they  fufFered  all  the  indignities  which 
diabolical  malice  could  inflict.  Hence  many  of 
them  were  fuffocated  in  prifon,  whom  the  Lord, 
lihewing  forth  his  own  glory,  was  pleafed  thus  to 
rtakc  to  himielf.  The  re  It,  though  affliiJled  to  luch 
a  degree  as  to  fecm  fcarce  capable  of  recovery 
under  the  kindeft  treatment,  dettitureas  they  were 
of  all  help  and  fupport,  yet  remained  alive, 
ftrengthened  by  the  Lord,  and  confirmed  both  in 

body 

*  Hence  it  appeari  that  the  cattog  of  bload  was  not  pradtifed 
I  iniong  the  chrifUaas  of  Lyons :  and  ihat  they  understood  not  chri- 
Pitan  liberty  in  this  poioti  will  not  be  wondered  at  by  ihofe  who 
I'^oofider  iLe  drcamltanccs  of  the  Mt  chrtftiaos. 
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body  and  mind,  encouraging  and  conoforting 
the  reft. 

Some  young  perfons  who  had  been  lately  feized, 
and  whofe  bodies  had  been  unrxercifed  with  fuf- 
ferings,  unequal  to  the  feverity  of  the  confine- 
ment, expired*  The  bleflfed  Pothinus,  bifhop  of 
Lyons,  upwards  of  ninety  years  of  age,  and  very 
infirm  and  afthmatic,  yet  flrong  in  fpirit,  and 
pantiqg  after  martyrdom,  was  dragged  before  the 
tribunal  i  his  body  worn  out  indeed  with  age  and 
difeafe,  yet  he  retained  a  foul  through  which  Chrift 
might  triumph.  Being  born  by  the  foldiers  to 
the  tribunal,  and  attended  by  the  magiilrates  and 
all  the  multitude,  fhouting  againft  him  as  if  he 
were  Chrift  himfelf,  he  made  a  good  confelfion. 
Being  aflced  by  the  governor,  who  was  the  God  of 
the  Chriftians,  he  anfwered.  If  you  be  worthy,  you 
fliall  know.  He  was  then  unmercifully  hailed 
about,  and  fufiered  variety  of  ill  treatment ;  thofe 
who  were  neat  infulting  him  with  hands  and  feet, 
without  the  leaft  refpeft  to  his  age ;  and  thofe  at  a 
diftance  throwing  at  him  whatever  came  to  hand, 
every  one  looking  upon  himfelf  as  an  offender,  it 
he  did  not  infult  him  fome  way  or  other.  For  thu3 
they  imagined  they  revenged  the  caufe  of  their 
gods  ;  and,  fcarce  breathing,  he  was  thrown  into 
prifon,  and  after  two  days  expired. 

And  here  appeared  a  remarkable  difpenfation 
of  Providence,  and  the  immenfe  compaffion  of 
Jefus,  rarely  exhibited  indeed  among  the  brethren, 
but  not  foreign  to  the  charafter  of  Chrift.  For 
thofe  who  when  firft  apprehended  had  denied, 
were  themfelves  fhut  up  in  prifon  and  fufiered 
dreadful  feverities,  as  this  denial  of  Chrift  availed 
them  not.  But  thofe  who  confefled  what  they 
were,  were  imprifoned  as  chriftians,  abftraded 
from  any  other  charge.    Thcfc,  as  murderers  and 

inceftuoiui 
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inceftuous  wretches,  were  puni(hed  much  more 
than  the  reft ;  for  the  joy  of  martyrdom  fupported 
the  latter,  and  the  hope  of  the  promifea,  and  the 
love  of  Chrift,  and  the  Spirit  oi  the  Father.  The 
former  were  oppreflcd  with  the  pangs  of  guilt;  fa 
that,  while  they  were  dragged  along,  their  very 
countenances  diftinguiihed  them  from  the  rtft: 
For  the  faithful  proceeded  with  cheerful  ftepsi 
their  countenances  fhining  with  much  grace  and 
glory;  their  bonds  were  as  the  moft  beautiful  or- 
naments, and  they  looked  as  a  bride  adorned  with 
her  richeft  array,  breathing  the  fragrance  of  Chrift 
fo  much,  that  fome  thought  they  had  been  literally 
perfumed.  But  the  others  went  on  dejeded, 
fpiritlcfs,  and  forlorn,  and  in  every  way  difgraced, 
evea  infulted  by  the  heathen  as  cowards  and  poU 
troons,  and  treated  as  murderers,  and  having  loft 
the  precious,  the  glorious,  the  foul-reviving  ap« 
pellation.  The  reft  obferving  thefe  things,  were 
confirmed  in  the  faith,  confeiTed  without  hefita- 
tioa  on  their  being  apprehended,  nor  admitted  the 
diabolical  fuggeftion  for  a  moment. 

The  martyrs  were  put  to  death  in  various  ways: 
weaving  a  chaplet  of  various  odours  and  flowers, 
they  prefented  it  to  the  Father.  In  truth,  it  be- 
came the  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  God  to  appoint 
that  his  fervants,  after  enduring  a  great  and  va* 
riegated  conteft,  fhould  as  vi£tors  receive  the  great 
crown  of  immortality.  Maturus,  Sandlus,  Blan- 
dina,  and  At  talus,  were  led  to  the  wild  beafts  into 
the  amphitheatre,  to  the  common  fpedacle  of 
Gentile  inhumanity. 

One  day  of  the  fliews  being  afforded  to  the  peo- 
ple extraordinary  on  our  account,  Maturus  and 
San£tus  again  underwent  various  tortures  in  the 
amphitheatre,  as  if  they  had  fuffered  nothing  be- 
fore*   Thus  were  they  treated  like  thofe  wreftlers 

who^ 
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who,  having  conquered  feveral  times  already,  were 
obliged  afrefli  to  contend  with  other  conquerors 
by  neih  lots,  till  fome  one  was  conqueror  of  the 
whole  number,  and  as  fuch  was  crowned  :  *  here 
they  fuftained  again  the  blows  ufually  inflifled  on 
thofe  who  were  condemned  to  wild  beads,  as  they 
were  led  to  the  amphitheatre  -,  they  were  expofcd 
to  be  dragged  and  torn  by  the  beads,  and  to  all 
the  barbarities  which  the  mad  populace  with 
ihouts  exafted,  and  above  all  to  the  iron  chair,  by 
which  their  bodies  being  roafted,  emitted  a  difa- 
greeable  fmell.  Nor  was  this  all ;  the  perfecutors 
raged  ftill  more,  if  poffible,  to  overcome  their  pa- 
tience. But  not  a  word  could  be  extorted  from 
Sandus,  befides  what  he  firft  had  uttered,  the 
word  of  confeflion.  Thefe/then  remaining  alive 
a  long  time,  expired  at  length,  being  made  a  fpcc- 
tacle  to  xhc  world,  equivalent  to  all  the  variety 
ufual  in  the  fights  of  gladiators. 

Blandina,  fufpended  to  a  (lake,  was  expofed  as 
food  to  the  wild  beads ;  who,  becaufe  fhe  was  feen 
fufpended  in  the  form  of  a  crofs,  employed  in  ve- 
hement fupplicarion,  infpired  the  combatants  with 
much  alacrity,  while  they  beheld  with  their  bodily 
eyes,  in  the  perfon  of  their  fider,  him  who 
was  crucified  for  them,  that  he  might  perfuade 
thofe  who  believe  in  him,  that  every  one  who  fuf- 
fers  for  the  glory  of  Chrid  always  has  communion 
with  the  living  God ;  and  none  of  the  beads  at 
that  time  touching  her,  fhe  was  taken  down  from 
the  dake,  thrown  again  into  prifon,  and  referved 
for  a  future  conted  ;  that  having  overcome  in  va- 
rious exercifes,  die  might  fully  condemn  the  old 

ferpent, 

^  The  allufions  to  the  favage  (hews,  fo  freaueotly  made  io  this 
oarrative»  point  out  their  frequency  in  thefe  terocious  times,  and 
gi?e  at  occafion  to  reflet  on  the  mild  appearances  which  fociety 
has  affumed,  fince  evca  the  form  of  chriiiianity  lias  prevailed  in 
the  world. 
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ferpent,  and  fire  th«  brethren  with  a  noble  fpirit 
of  chriftian  emulation,  weak  and  contemptible  as 
fhe  might  be  deemed,  yet  clothed  with  Chrift  the 
mighty  and  invincible  champion,  vidtorious  over 
the  enemy  in  a  variety  of  rencounters,  and  crowned 
with  immortality. 

Attalus  alfo  was  vehemently  demanded  by  the 
multitude ;  for  he  was  a  perfon  of  great  reputa- 
tion among  us ;  and  he  advanced  in  all  the  cheer- 
fulnefs  and  ferenity  of  a  good  confcience,  an  ex- 
perienced Chriftian,  and  ever  ready  and  afbive  in 
bearing  teftimony  to  the  truth ;  being  led  round 
the  amphitheatre,  and  a  tablet  being  carried  be- 
fore him,  infcribed  in  Latin,  "  This  is  Attalusv 
'*  the  Chriftian.**  The  rage  of  the  people  would 
have  had  him  difpatched  immediately ;  but  the 
governor  underftanding  that  he  was  a  Roman,  or- 
dered him  back  to  prifon,  and  concerning  him 
and  others  who  could  plead  the  fame  privilege  of 
Roman  citizenfhip,  he  wrote  to  the  emperor,  and 
waited  for  his  inftruftions. 

The  interval  which  this  circumftance  occafioned 
was  not  unfruitful  to  the  church,  the  unbounded 
companion  of  Chrift  appeared  in  their  patience, 
the  dead  members  were  reftored  to  life  by  the 
means  of  the  living,  and  the  martyrs  became 
Angularly  ferviceable  to  the  lapfed,  and  the  church 
rejoiced  to  receive  her  fons  returning  to  her  bofom: 
for  by  their  means  moft  of  thofe  who  had  denied 
Chrift  were  recovered,  and  dared  to  profefs  the 
Saviour ;  and  feeling  again  the  divine  life  in  their 
fouls,  they  approached  to  the  tribunal ;  and  that 
God  who  willcth  not  the  death  of  a  finner  being 
again  precious  to  their  fouls,  they  deiired  a 
frefti  opportunity  of  being  interrogated  by  the 
governor* 

Casfar 


\ 
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*  Caifar  fent  orders  that  the  confeflbrs  (hoiild 
be  put  CO  death,  and  the  apoftates  difmiflcxL  It 
was  now  the  general  aflembly,  held  annually  at 
Lyons,  frequented  from  all  parts,  and  this  was  At 
time  when  the  chriftian  prifoners  were  again  ex- 
pofed  to  the  populace.  The  governor  again  in- 
terrogated ;  Roman  citizens  had  the  privilege  of 
dying  by  decollation,  the  refl:  were  expofed  to 
wild  Deads,  and  now  it  was  that  our  Redeemer 
was  magnified  in  thofe  who  had  apoftatized.  They 
were  interrogated  feparate  from  the  reft,  as  per- 
fons  foon  to  be  difmifled,  and  made  a  confeflion  to 
the  furprife  of  the  Gentiles,  and  were  added  to  the 
lid:  of  martyrs.  A  fmall  number  ftill  remained  in 
apoftacy,  but  they  were  thofe  who  poflfefled  not 
the  lead  fpark  of  Divine  faith,  or  had  the  leaft  sc- 
quaintance  with  the  riches  of  Chrift  in  their  fouls^ 
and  had  no  fear  of  God  before  their  eyes,  whofe 
life  had  brought  reproach  on  chriftianicy,  and  had 
evidenced  them  to  be  the  children  of  perdition  ^  i 
but  all  the  reft  were  added  to  the  church. 

During  their  examination  one  Aleitander,  a 
Phrygian  by  nation,  a  Phyfician  by  profeffion^  a 
man  who  had  lived  many  years  in  France,  and 
was  generally  known  for  his  love  of  God  and 
zealous  regard  for  divine  truth,  a  perfon  of  apofto- 
lical  endowments,  and  ftanding  near  the  tribanal^ 

and 

'*  It  muft  be  confeiTed  that  the  power  of  Stoicifm  io  haitleamff 
the  heart  was  never  more  itrongly  Uluftrated  than  in  the  oie  of 
Marcua  Antoninus,  thus  breaking  ail  the  rights  of  Roman  cicizea* 
fliip,  and  all  the  feelings  of  homanity.  It  puts  me  io  miiid  of  Mr. 
Pope's  lines. 

In  lazy  apathy  let  Stoics  boait 
«    Their  virtue  ba'd— 'tis  fix*d  as  in  a  froft. 

t  The  difference  between  true  and  merely  profeffiog  cbrfftiailf 
is  well  dated,  and  deferves  to  be  noticed.  A  feafon'of  perftmioa 
fepvates  real  believers  and  real  experienced  chriftiaos  from  others* 
much  more  vifibly  than  miniftere  cao  now  do  by  the  moll  jadidow 
diittnOioM. 
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iitd  by  his  gefturcs  encouraging  them  to  profrfi 
the  faith,  appeared  to  all  who  furrouadcd  the  tri- 
bunal as  one  who  travailed  in  pain  on  their 
account.  And  now  the  multitude^  incenfcd  at 
the  chriftian  integrity  at  length  exhibited  by  the 
lapled»  made  a  clamour  again rt  Alexander  as  the 
catifc  of  this  change.  And  the  governor  placed 
hiin  before  hitn,  and  aOcing  htm  who  he  was,  and 
he  dccbring  that  he  was  a  chriftian,  the  former^  in 
'%  pafTion^  condemned  him  to  the  wild  beaCls^  and 
the  day  after  he  was  introduced  with  Attalus.  For 
the  governor,  willing  to  gratify  the  people:,  deli- 
vered him  again  to  the  wild  beafts,  which  two 
having  undergone  all  the  ufual  methods  of  tor- 
ture to  the  amphirhtatre,  and  fuftained  a  very 
grtevoua  cunfiid^  at  length  expired.  ^  Alexander 
neither  groaned  nor  fpake  a  word,  but  in  his  heart 
convcrfcd  with  God.  Attalus,  fitting  on  the  iron 
chair,  and  being  fcorched^  when  the  fmell  jflTued 
from  him,  faid  to  the  multitude  in  Latin,  '*  This 
indeed  which  you  do  is  to  devour  men  ;  but  we 
devour  not  our  fellow^creatures/  nor  praftifc  any 
other  wickednefs/*  Being  afked  what  is  the  name 
of  God,  he  anfwered,  God  has  not  a  name  as 
men  have* 

On  the  lall  day  of  the  fpe£tacles,  Blandina  was 
again  introduced  with  Ponticus,  a  youth  of  fifteen  i 
tliey  had  been  daily  brought  in  to  fee  the  puniQi- 
tnent  of  the  reft.  They  were  ordered  to  fwear  by 
tlieir  idols  \  and  the  mob  perceiving  them  to  per- 
feverc  immoveably,  and  to  treat  their  menaces 
with  fuperior  contempt,  was  incenled,  and  no  pity 
was  Ihewn  to  the  fex  of  the  one  or  the  tender  age 
of  the  other.  Their  tortures  were  now  aggr,ivatcd 
by  all  forts  of  methods,  and  the  whole  round  of 
barbarities  was  tnfi;cled  ;  but  menaces  and  punifh- 
ments  were  ecjually  ineffedual.  Ponticus,  ani- 
R  mated 
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mated  by  his  fitter,  who  was  obferved  by  the  hea-^ 
then  to  ftrengthen  and  confirm  him,  after  a  mag^ 
nanimous  exertion  of  patience,  yielded  up  the  ghoft. 
And  now  the  bleffed  Blandina,  lafl:  of  all,  as  a 
generous  mother  having  exhorted  her  children,  and 
lent  them  before  her  viftorious  to  the  king,  re- 
viewing the  whole  feries  of  their  fufFerings,  haftened 
to  undergo  the  fame  herfelf,  rejoicing  and  tri- 
umphing in  her  exit,  as  if  invited  to  a  marriage- 
fupper,  not  expofed  to  wild  beads.    After  ihe  had 
endured  ftripes,  the  tearing  of  the  beafts,  and  the 
iron  chair,  (he  was  inclofed  in  a  net,  and  thrown: 
to  a  bull  •,  and  having  been  tofled  fome  time  b^ 
the  animal,  and  being  quite  fuperior  to  her  painSy. 
through  the  influence  of  hope,  and  the  realizing 
view  of  the  objefts  of  her  faith  and  her  fellowfhip 
with  Chrift,  (he  at  length  breathed  out  her  foul. 
Even  her  enemies  confcffcd  that  no  woman  among 
them  had  ever  fufFered  fuch  and  fo  great  things. 
But  their  madnefs  againtt  the  faints  was  not  yec 
fatiated.     For  the  fierce  and  favage  tribes  of  men 
being  infligated  by  the  ferocious  enemy  of  man- 
kind, were  not  eafily  foftened  ;  and  they  now  be- 
gan another  peculiar  war  againft  the  bodies  of  the 
faints.     That  they  had  been  conquered  by  their 
patience,  gave  them  no  (lings  of  remorfe,  even  the 
feelings  of  common  fcnfe  and  humanity  being  ex- 
tingui(hed  among  them.     Their  difappointment 
incrcafed  their  fury.     The  devil,  the  governor, 
and  the  mob  equally  (hewed  their  malice,  that  the 
fcripture  might  be  fulfilled,  "  He  that  is  unjuft, 
"  let  him  be  unjuft  ftill,**  as  well  as,  "  He  that  is 
*'  holy,  let  him  be  holy  ftill  v'*  *  for  they  expofed 
to  dogs  the  bodies  of  thofe  who  had  been  fuffo- 
cated  in  prifon,  carefully  watching  night  and  day, 

left 

*  Rev.  xxu.  XI.  A  Rnkwa  prodF  of  the  facred  regard  paid  to 
that  difine  work  in  the  fecood  ccotnry. 
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left  any  of  our  people  (hould  perform  funeral 
rites  for  them  by  ftealth.  And  then  expofing 
what  had  been  left  by  the  wild  beads,  or  by  the 
fire,  relics  partly  torn,  and  partly  fcorched,  and 
the  heads  with  the  trunks,  they  preferred  them 
unburied  fome  days  by  military  guards.  Some 
gnaflied  on  them  with  their  teeth,  dcfirous^  if  pof- 
fible,  to  make  them  feel  dill  more  of  their  malice* 
Others  laughed  and  infuked,  praifmg  their  Gods, 
and  afcribing  the  vengeance  inflicted  on  the 
martyrs  to  them.  All  were  not,  however,  of  this 
ferocious  mogld.  Some  of  a  gentler  fpirit,  who 
fympathizcd  with  us  in  fome  degree,  could  not, 
however,  avoid  upbraiding  us,  often  faying,  Where 
is  their  God,  and  what  profit  do  they  derive  from 
their  religion,  which  they  valued  above  life  itfelf  ? 
So  various  were  the  agitations  of  mind  among 
them.  ♦ 

As  for  ourfclves,  our  forrow  was  great,  becaufe 
We  were  deprived  of  the  plcafure  of  interring  our  . 
friends.  Neither  the  darknefs  of  the  night  could 
befriend  us,  nor  could  we  prevail  by  prayers  or 
by  price.  They  watched  the  bodies  with  unre- 
mitting vigilance,  as  if  to  deprive  them  of  fe* 
pulchre  was  to  them  an  obje6l  of  great  import^ 
ance.  The  bodies  of  the  martyrs  having  been 
contumelioufly  treated  and  expofed  for  fix  days, 
were  burnt  and  reduced  to  afiies,  and  fcattered  by 
the  wicked  into  the  Rhone,  that  not  the  leafl:  par- 
ticle of  them  might  appear  on  the  earth  any  more. 
And  they  did  thefe  things  as  if  they  could  pre^ 
vail  againll  God,  and  prevent  their  refurreftion, 
to  deter  others,  as  they  faid,  from  the  hope  of  a 
future  life,  on  which  relying  they  introduce  a 
R  2  ftrangc 

*  See  here  the  diverdty  of  men's  condu^  flowioa  from  the  natu- 
ral diverfity  of  men's  teroperi  or  educauoo,  while  all  are  yet  equally 
Totd  of  the  fear  and  love  of  God. 
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ftrange  and  new  religion^  and  defpife  the  moft  Ex- 
cruciating tortures,  and  die  with  joy.  "  Now  lc5t 
^^  us  fee  if  they  will  rife  a^atn,  and  if  their  God 
^*  can  help  them  and  deliver  them  out  of  otwr 
<«  hands/'  • 

Eufebius  obfervcs  here,  that  the  reader  may 
judge  by  analogy  of  the  fiercenefs  of  this  perfccu- 
tion  in  other  parts  of  th6  empire,  from  this  detail 
of  th^  affairs  at  Lyons  ;  and  then  adds  fomething 
from  the  epiftle  concerning  the  humility,  meek- 
nefs,  and  charity  of  the  martyrs^  which  he  coiw 
trails  with  the  unrelenting  fpirit  of  the  Novatians^ 
which  afterwards  appeared  in  the  church.  '*  They 
were  fuch  lincere  followers  of  Chrift,  wboj  thn^k 
he  was  in  the  form  $/  a  mahj  thought  it  not  robbery 
to  be  equal  with  God^^  that  though  elevated  to  ixxch 
height  of  glory,  and  though  t^y  had  born  wic- 
nefs  for  Chrift  not  once  or  twice  only,  but  of- 
ten^ Jiri  a  variety  of  fuSRerings,  yet  they  aflumed 
riot  the  venerable  name  of  martyrs,  nor  permitted 
tis  to  addrefs  them  as  fuch.  But  if  any  of  us  hf 
tetter  or  word  gave  them  the  title^  they  reproved 
us  vehemently.  For  k  was  with  much  plealure 
that  they  gave  the  appellation  in  a  peculiar  fenfe 
to  Him  who  is  the  faithful  and  true  witnefs^  the 
firft-begotten  from  the  dead,  and  the  Prince  of 
divine  life.  And  they  remembered  with  refpeft 
the  deceafed  martyrs,  and  faid,  they  indeed  were 
martyrs  whom  Chrift  hath  deigned  to  receive  ta 
himfelf  in  their  eonfefllon,  fealing  their  ceftimony 
by  their  exit,  but  we  are  low  and  mean  confeflbrs. 
With  tears  chey  intreated  the  brethren  to  prajr 
fervently  for  thcito,  that  they  might  be  perfe^ed. 

The 

*  The  natural  enmity  of  the  hbtnan  mind  againfi  the  things  of  ~ 
God  was  nercr  more  (trongFy  cxempli6ed  than  in  this  perfecution* 
The  fbUy  of  thinking  to  defeat  the  eooniels  of  God  appears  moil' 
coDfpfcQOiis ;  ttid  fo  does  the  faith  and  ho|ie  of  a  bleftd  refurrtc^ 
cioof  the  peculiarly  aoimatiog  theme  of  ime  cbrHliattt 
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The  encrg>%  however,  of  the  character  of  martyrs 
they  exhibited  io  real  fails,  anfwcring  with  much 
boldnefs  to  the  Gentiles ;  and  their  magaanimity, 
undaunted^  calm,  and  intrepid,  was  vifible  to  all 
the  world,  thuugh  the  fear  of  God  induced  them 
to  rcfufc  the  title  of  martyrs.  They  humbled  them- 
fclves  under  the  mighty  hand  by  which  they  arc 
now  exalted.  *  They  were  ready  to  give  a  modeft 
reafon  of  the  hope  that  was  in  them  before  all» 
they  accufcd  none^  they  look  pleafure  in  com- 
mending,  none  In  ccnfuring,  and  they  prayed  for 
their  murderers,  as  Stephen  the  accomplifhed 
tnartyr  did,  *'  Lord  lay  not  this  fin  to  their  charge," 
And  if  he  prayed  thus  for  thofe  who  ftoned  him, 
how  much  more  for  the  brethren  ?  This  was  in- 
deed their  ambition,  that^  by  the  genuine  folidity 
of  their  charity,  the  malignant  dragon  being  fuf- 
focatcd,  might  be  obliged  to  difgorgc  himfelf  of 
thofe  alive  and  unhurt,  whom  he  thought  he  had 
devoured,  Nor  did  they  glory  over  the  lapfedj 
they  fupplied  their  weakneffes  with  maternal  ten- 
derncfs,  and  fhed  many  tears  over  them  to  the 
Father  %  they  afked  life  for  them,  and  he  gave 
them  it,  which  they  were  glad  to  communicate  to 
their  neighbours,  in  all  things  coming  off  vifto- 
rious  before  God^  ever  cultivating  peace,  ever 
commending  peace,  in  peace  they  went  to  God, 
not  leaving  trouble  to  their  mother,  the  church, 
nor  faftion  and  fedition  to  the  brethren,  but  joy, 
peace,  unanimity,  and  charity/' 

Eufebius  has  given  us  another  paflTage  alfo 
which  deferves  attention,  Alcibiades,  one  of  the 
martyrs,  had  led  the  life  of  an  Afcetic  before  the 
perfccution,  and  ufed  to  fubfiftonly  on  bread  and 
water  j  as  he  continued  the  fame  regimen  while  in 
confinement^  it  was  revealed  in  a  viOon  to  Attalus, 

R  3  after 
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after  his  firfl:  conteft  in  the  amphitheatre,  that  At* 
cibiades  did  ill  not  to  ufe  the  creatures  of  God, 
and  gave  an  occafion  of  fcandal  to  otliers.  '  Alci- 
blades  was  hence  induced  to  change  his  diet,  and 
partake  of  the  bounty  of  God  with  thankfgiving. 
In  truth,  thefe  martyrs  appear  to  have  been  not 
left  deilitute  of  the  grace  of  God,  but  to  have 
indeed  been  favoured  with  the  influences  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft.-^Eufebius  tells  us  alfo  of  an  epiftle 
direfted  l?y  thefe  martyrs  to  Eleutherus  the  Bifliop 
of  Rome,  in  which  they  give  a  very  honourable 
encomium  of  Irenasus  the  prefbyter.  Of  him  we 
ftall  have  occafion  to  fpeak  more  hereafter.  He 
was  appointed  fucceflbr  to  Pothinus,  outlived  the 
ftorm,  and  governed  the  church  afterwards  with 
much  ability  and  fuccefs.  The  letter  to  the 
churches  of  Afia  and  Phrygia,  of  which  Eufebius 
has  given  us  fqch  large  and  valuable  extrafb, 
feems  to  give  a  ftrong  idea  of  his  piety  an4 
judgment. 

The  fuperftitions  which  afterwards  broke  out 
with  fo  much  ftrength,  and  like  a  llrong  mift  fo 
long  obfcured  the  light  of  the  church,  appear  not 
to  have  tarnifhed  the  glory  of  thofc  Gallic  mar- 
tyrs. The  cafe  of  Alcibiades,  and  the  wholeibmc 
check  which  the  Divine  goodnefs  put  to  his  well- 
meant  aufterities,  demonftrate  that  excefles  of 
this  nature  had  not  yet  gained  any  remarkable  af- 
cendancy  in  the  church.  And  the  defcription  of 
the  humility  and  charity  of  the  martyrs  fbews  a 
fpirit  much  fuperior  to  that  which  we  IhaU  have 
occafion,  with  regret,  to  notice  in  fome  fucceeding 
annals  of  martyrdom.  In  a  word,  the  power  of 
Divine  Grace  appears  little  lefs  than  apoftolical 
in  the  church  at  Lyons.  The  only  difagreeable 
circumftance  in  the  whole  narrative  is  the  too 
florid  and  tumid  ftile,  peculiar  to  the  Afiatic 

Greeks, 
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Greeks,  and  which  Cicero,  in  his  Rhetorical 
works,  fo  finely  contrails  to  the  Attic  neatnefs 
and  purity.  In  a  tranflation  it  feems  fcarce  pof- 
fible  to  do  jufticc  to  thoughts  extremely  evangel!- 
cal  and  Ipiritual,  clothed  originally  in  fo  tawdry 
a  garb.  Yet  under  this  great  difadvantagc  a  dif- 
cerning  eye  will  fee  much  of  the  unftion  of  real 
godlinefs.  At  firft  fight  we  are  ftruck  with  the  dif- 
Jference  between  primitive  fcriptural  chriftianity, 
and  that  afit:6tation  of  rational  divinity,  which  has 
fo  remarkably  gained  the  afcendant  in  Chriftendom 
in  our  times.  In  the  account  we  have  read,  the 
good  infliience  of  the  Holy  Spirit  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  evil  irtfluencc  of  Satan  on  the  other, 
are  brought  forward  every  where  to  our  view. 
In  our  times  both  are  concealed,  or  almoft  anni- 
hilated, and  nothing  appears  but  what  is  merely 
human.  Whether  of  the  two  methods  is  moft 
agreeable  to  the  fcripture,  muft  be  obvious  to 
every  ferious  and  honeft  enquirer.  Chrift's  king- 
dom, in  the  narrative  before  us,  appears  indeed 
fpiritual  and  divine-,  chriftian  faith,  hope,  and 
charity,  do  their  work  under  the  direftion  of  his 
Spirit;  chriftians  are  humble,  meek,  heavenly, 
minded,  patient,  fuftained  continually  with  aid  in- 
vifible,  and  you  fee  Satan  aftively,  but  unfuccefl"- 
fully,  engaged  againft  them.  In  modern  chriftian 
religion,  what  a  diiffcrent  tafte  and  fpirit !  every 
thing  is  of  this  world  !  policy,  ambition,  the  dif- 
play  and  parade  of  learning  and  argument,  the 
belief  of  Satanic  influence  ridiculed  always  as  weak 
fuperftition,  and  natural  reafon  and  felf-fufficiency 
triumphing  without  meafure,  leave  no  room  for 
the  exhibition  of  the  work  of  God  and  the  power 
pf  the  Holy  Ghoft! 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.    VIL 

TJfE  STATE  OF  CHRISTIANS  UNDER  THC  REIQNS  O? 
COMMODVS,  PERTINAX,  AND  JULIAN,  AND  THJB 
^TORY  OF  PEREGRINUS. 

THE  reigns  of  the  two  laft-mentioncd  Eoi- 
perors  which  clofe  the  century  are  fliortf 
and  contain  no  chriilian  nKimoirs.  That  of  Conw 
modus  is  remarkable  for  the  pe^ce  graq^  to  tibe 
church  of  Chrift  through  the  world.  *  1  he  means 
which  Divine  Providence  ufed  for  this  purpofie 
is  ftill  more  fo.  Marcia,  a  woman  of  low  ranl;^ 
was  the  favourite  concubine  of  this  Eonperor; 
She  had  on  fome  account,  not  now  undcrllood, 
a  predileftion  for  the  chriftians,  and  employed 
her  intercft  with  Commodus  in  their  favour.  ^ 
He  was  himfelf  the'moft  vicious  and  proHigate>of 
all  mortals,  though  the  fon  of  the  grave  Marcus 
Antoninus.  Thofe  who  looked  at  fccular  ob-' 
jefts  and  moral  decorum  alone,  might  r-egret  the 
change  of  Emperors.  In  one  particular  point 
only  Commodus  was  more  juft  and  equitable 
than  his  father.  The  church  of  Chrift  is  as  ab- 
horrent in  its  plan  and  fpirit  from  nwral  Philofo- 
phers  as  from  Debauchees,  and  though  friendly 
to  every  thing  virtuous  and  laudable  in  fociety, 
has  a  tafte  peculiarly  its  own.  And  the  power 
andgoodnefs  of  God  in  making  even  fuch  wnetchcd 
charaders  as  Commodus  and  Marcia  to  ftem  the 
torrent  of  perfecutiqn,  and  to  afibrd  a  breathing 
time  of  12  years  under  the  fon,  after  i8  years  of 
the  moft  cruel  fufFerings  ynder  the  Father,  deferve 

to 
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to  be  remarked.  The  gofpcl  now  flourifhcd 
abundantly,  and  many  of  the  oobility  of  Rome, 
with  their  whole  families,  embraced  it.  Such  a 
circumftancc  would  naturally  excite  the  envy  of 
the  great*  The  Roman  Senate  fek  its  dignity 
defiled  by  innovations,  which  to  them  appeared 
to  the  laft  degree  concemptiblc,  and  to  this  ma- 
lignant fource,  I  thi^k,  is  to  be  afcribcd  the  only 
inftance  of  perlccution  in  this  reign, 

Apollonius,  a  pcrfon  renowned  for  learning 
and  philofophy  at  that  time  in  Rome,  was  a  fm- 
cere  chriitian,  and  as  a  chriftian  was  accufed  by 
an  informer  before  Pcrenn is  the  judge,  a  perfon 
of  confidcrablc  influence  in  the  reign  of  Commor 
dus*  The  law  of  Antoninus  Pius  had  enacted 
grievous  punilhments  again  ft  the  accufers  of 
chnftians.  One  cannot  fuppofe  his  cdi£t  had  any 
force  during  the  reign  of  his  fucccffor,  but  under 
Commodus  it  was  revived,  or  rather  a  new  one 
fttll  more  fevcre  was  enafted,  that  the  accufers 
Ihould  be  put  fo  deaths*  Perennis  fen  tented  the 
accufer  accordingly,  and  his  legs  were  broken* 
Thus  far  he  fecms  to  have  obeyed  ithe  diftates  of 
tl>e  law ;  in  what  follows  he  obeyed  the  didlates 
of  his  own  malice,  or  rather  that  of  the  Senate. 
He  begged  of  the  prifoner  with  much  earneftnefs, 
that  he  would  give  an  account  of  his  faith  before 
the  Senate  and  the  Court.  ApoUonius  complied, 
and  delivered  an  apology  for  chriftianity  \  in  con- 
fcquence  of  which^  by  a  decree  of  the  Senate,  he 
was  beheaded.  It  is  not  quite  cafy  to  account  for 
this  procedure.  It  is  perhaps  the  only  trial  we 
read  of  in  which  both  accufer  and  accufed  fuf- 
fcred  judicially,  Eufebius  obferves,  that  the 
laws  were  ftill  in  force,  commanding  chriftians  to 
be  put  to  death  who  had  been  prefented  before 

the 
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the  tribunal.  But  Adrian,  or  certainly  Antoninus 
J^ius,  had  abrogated  this  iniquitous  edi£):  of  Tra- 
jan. Under  Marcus  it  might  be  revived,  as  what 
cruelty  againft  chriftians  might  not  be  expe£bed, 
under  him  ?  Now  Coypimodus,  by  menacing  per- 
fecutors  y^ith  death,  might  fuppofe  he  had 
fufficicntly  fecured  the  chriftians.  Yet,  if  a  for- 
ip^l  abrogation  of  the  law  againd  chriftians  had 
been  neglefted,  one  may  fee  how  Apollonius  came 
to  fufFer  as  well  as  his  adverfary.  In  truth,  had 
be  been  filent,  he  probably  had  faved  his  life. 
Infidious  artiBces,  under  the  pretence  of  much 
refpedt  and  defirc  of  information,  feem  to  have 
(Ir^wn  him  into  a  meafure  which  cod  him 'his  life. 
However  he  died  in  a  caufe  able  to  bear  him  out 
even  beyond  the  limits  of  time ! 

There  is  a  remarkable  ftory  of  one  Peregrinus^ 
which  we  meet  with  in  the  works  of  Lucian, 
which,  as  it  falls  in  with  this  century,  and  throws 
Jight  on  the  charadter  of  chriftians  who  then  livedj 
deferves  to  be  here  introduced.  "In  his  youth  he  fell 
into  fhameful  crimes,  for  which  he  was  near  lofing 
his  life  in  Armenia  and  Afia.  I  will  not  dwell  on 
thofe  crimes ;  but  I  am  perfuaded  that  what  I  am 
about  to  fay  is  worthy  of  attention.  There  is  none 
of  you  but  know  that  being  chagrined  that  his 
father  wa§  ftill  ^live  after  being  turned  of  fixty 
years  of  age,  he  ftrangled  him.  The  rumour  of 
fo  black  a  crime  being  fpread  abroad,  he  betrayed 
his  guilt  by  his  flight.  He  wandered  about  in 
divers  countries  to  conceal  the  place  of  his  retreat, 
till,  upon  coming  into  Judea,  he  learnt  the  ad- 
mirable doftrine  of  the  chriftians,  by  converfing 
with  their  priefts  and  teachers.  In  a  little  time  he 
fhewed  them  that  they  were  but  children  com- 
pared to  him  ;  for  he  became  not  only  a  prpph^t^ 
but  the  head  of  their  congregation  ^  in  a  word,  he 
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was  every  thing  to  thcmi    he  explained  their 
booksj   and  compofcd  fome  himfelf',    infomuch 
that  they  Ipoke  of  him  as  a  God»  and  confidered 
Bim  as  their  lawgiver  and  ruler.     However  thcfc 
people  adore  that  great  perfon  who  had  been  cru- 
cified in  Faleftine/  as  being  the  firft  who  taught 
men  that  religion.     While  thcfc  things  were  go- 
ing on,   Peregrinus  was  apprehended  and  put  in 
prifon  on  account  of  his  being  a  chriftian.     This 
difgrace  loaded  him  with  honour,  the  very  thing 
he  ardently  defired,  made  him  more   reputable 
among  thofe  of  that  perfuafion,  and  furnifhed  him 
with  a  power  of  performing  wonders.    The  chrif- 
tians,  grievoufly  afBided  at  his  confinement,  ufed 
their  utmoft  efforts  to  procure  him  his  liberty  ^ 
and  as  they  faw  they  could  not  compafs  it,   they 
provided  abundantly  for  all  his  wants,  and  ren- 
dered  him  all  imaginable  fer vices.     There  was 
ktny  by  break  of  day,  at  the  prifon-gatc,  a  com- 
pany of  old  women,  widows,  and  orphans,  fome 
of  whqm,   after  having  corrupted  the  guard  with 
money,    pafled  the   night  with  him  -,  there  they 
partook  together  of  elegant  repalls,  and  enter- 
tained one  another  with  religious  difcourfes.  They 
called  that  excellent  man  the  New  Socrates*  There 
came  even  chriftians,  deputed  from  many  cities  of 
Afia,  to  converfe  with  him,   to  comfort  him,  and 
to  bring  him  fupplies  of  money  ;  for  the  care  and 
diligence  which  the  chriftians  exert  in  thcfe  June- j 
tures  is  incredible  ;  thev  fparc  nothing  in  thefc^ 
cafes :  they  fent,  therefore,  large  fums  to  Pere- 
grinus, and  his  confinement  was  to  him  an  occa- 
uon  of  amalTing  great  riches ;  for  thefe  poor  crea- 
tures are  firmly  perfuaded  they  fhall  one  day  en- 
joy immortal  life ;  therefore  they  defpife  death 
with   wonderful   courage,    and   offer   themfelves 
voluntarily  to  punifhment.     Their  firft  lawgiver 
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h»B  put  k  into  their  heads  thut  the^  are  all  bre- 
thren. iSin.ce  they  Separated  from  us,  they  periep 
Ycre  in  reje£ting  the  gods  of  the  Grecians,  and 
worfliipptng  that  deceiver  who  was  crucified ;  thejf 
regulate  their  manners  and  conduct  by  his  laws  ; 
chegr  deipife,  therefore,  all  c^r^hly  pofle/Iions,  and 
enjoy  theen  in  xommon.  Therefore  if  any  ma- 
gician or  J^uggler,  any  cunning  fellow  who  knows 
bow  to  make  his  advantage  of  opportunity,  hap- 
pens to  get  into  their  K)ciety,  he  immediateijp 
grows  rich;  becaufe  it  is  eaCy  for  a  man  of  this 
£>f!t  to  abufe  the  fimplicity  of  thefe  filly  people. 
However  Pereginus  was  fet.at  liberty  by  the  prefi- 
dent  of  Syria,  who  was  a  Jover  of  pbilofophy  and 
ks  profeflbrs,  and  who,  having  perceived  that  ^i$ 
man  courted  death  out  of  vanity  and  a  fondnei^ 
for  renown,  releafed  him,  defpifing  him  too  much 
CO  liave  a  defire  of  inflicting  capiul  punifixmeiic 
on  him.  feregriqus  returped  into  his  own  cpua- 
<^,  and  as  fome  were  inclin[ed  to  profecute  him 
on  account  of  his  parricide,  he  gave  all  his  wealth 
fp  his  fellowwcitizens,  who,  being  gained  by  this 
liberality,  impofed  iilence  on  his  accufers.  He 
left  his  country  a  fecond  time  in  order  to  travel^ 
i'eckoning  he  ibould  find  every  thing  he  wanted  in 
the  purfes  of  the  chriftians,  who  were  punctual  ii| 
acconipanying  him  wherever  he  went,  and  fup- 
iplied  him  with  all  things  in  abundance.  He  fub^ 
lifted  in  this  manner  for  fome  time;  but  havii^ 
done  fomething  which  the  chriftians  abhor,  (thejr 
ikw  him,  I  think,  make  ufe  of  fome  meats  for- 
bidden amongft  them)  he  was  abandoned  hy. 
-them  ;  infomuch  that  having  not  any  longer 
the  means  of  fupport,  he  would  fain  have 
revoked  the  donation  he  had  made  to  his. 
jcouniry,** 
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The  native  place  of  this  extraordinary  man  waf 
Parium  in  Mylla,  After  his  renunciation  of  chri- 
ftianity  he  afTiimed  the  charaftcr  of  a  philofophcr. 
In  that  light  he  is  mentioned  by  fevcral  heathcii 
luthors;  and  this  part  he  afted  till  the  time  of 
his  death*,  when  in  his  old  age  he  threw  himfclf 
into  the  flames,  probably  becaufc  fuicide  was  ho^ 
nourabk  in  the  c)  ts  of  the  Gentiles,  and  becaufe 
Empedoclcs,  a  brother  philofopher,  had  thrown 
himfclf  into  the  vulcano  at  mount  iEtna*.  A  rc-'^ 
mark  or  two  muft  be  made  on  the  writer,  the  hero^^ 
and  the  chriftians  of  thofe  times. 

It  Will  not  be  necelTary  to  give  an  anxious  an- 
fwer  to  the  railleries^  cavils,  and  infinuations  ol*^ 
Luc  J  an  in  this  narrative.     Whoever  knows  any  I 
thing  of  real  chrirtianity,  and  the  ufual  obloquy, 
thrown  upon  iiy  will  eafily  make  juft  dedu6tions,j 
and  fcparate  what  is  true  from  what  is  falfe,    Lu^ 
cian  was  one  of  the  moft  facetious  authors  of  an-J 
tiquity.     He  doubtlefs  poflened  the  talents  of  wiC] 
and  fat  J  re  in  a  fupreme  degree.     But  truth  and] 
candour  are  not  ufually  to  be  expcfted  from  wri- 
ters of  this  fort,  and  like  all  men  of  his  vcin^  whofCS 
eyes  are  turned  malignantly  towards  all  obje£tl 
but  thcmrelves*   he  was  intolerably  felf- conceited*] 
He  may  be  ranked  with  Voltaire,  Hume,  RouITcaiig 
and  other  modern  writers  of  this  Ilamp.     Eveilf^ 
Pope  and  Swift,  though  without  their  open  and 
avowed  inBdelity^  have  much  of  the  fame  turn  of 
mtndy    farcaftic,    unfeeling,    and    fufpcfting  evil 
every  where,  except  in  themfelves.     The  common 
confequence  of  fuch  a  temper,  indulged  without 
reftrainc,  is  a  Iceptical  indifference  to  all  forts  of 
religion^  a  contempt  of  every  mode  of  it  without 
iiittinftion^  and  a  fupercilious  felf<applaufe  on  ac- 
count 

Chrillianity. 
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eount  of  their  own  fuperior  difccrnmcnt.  Such 
men,  of  all  others,  feem  moft  to  fall  under  the 
qenfure  of  the  wife  man.  He  that  trujieth  his  own 
heart  is  a  fool.  They  take  for  "granted  the  fin- 
cerity,  humanity,  and  benevolence  of  their  own 
hearts,  with  as  much  pofitivenefs  as  they  do  the 
obliquity  and  hypocrify  of  other  men's.  An- 
tiquity had  one  Lucian ;  and  it  muft  be  confeflcd 
the  abfurdities  of  paganifm  afforded  him  a  large 
field  of  fatire,  which  eventually  was  not  unfer- 
yiceable  to  the  progrefs  of  chriftianity.  Our  times 
have  had  many  of  this  ftamp ;  and  it  is  one  of  the 
moft  ftriking  eharadfeeriflics  of  the  depravity  of  mo-, 
dern  tafte,  that  they  are  fo  much  read  and  efteemed* 
Peregrinus  is  no  uncommon  charafter.  In  a 
lower  fcene  I  have  fecn  fuch  men  of  extreme 
wickednefs,  whofe  early  life  feems  to  have  been 
devoted  to  nothing  but  evil^  then  fomething  of  the 
garb  and  mode  of  real  chriftians  was  afiumed.  It 
is-  not  every  one  who  has  the  abilities  of  Pere- 
grinus to  wear  it  with  confummate  addrefs,  and  to 
impofe  on  genuine  chriftians  of  undoubted  dif- 
cernment.  The  favagc  heart  of  Lucian  feems  to 
rejoice  in  the  impofitions  of  Peregrinus,  and  par- 
ticularly that  he  was  able  to  impofe  on  chriftians 
fo  long  and  fo  completely.  A  philanthropic  mind 
would  rather  have  been  tempted  to  mourn  over 
the  depravity  of  human  nature,  that  it  fhouki  be' 
capable  of  .fuch  wickednefs.  Providence  of- 
ten fets  a  difmal  mark  upon  fuch  men  irt  thrs 
life.  He  lived  long  enough  to  appear  a  complete 
impoftdr,  and  be  rendered  intolerable  to  chriftians; 
he  afted  the  philofopher  afterwards,  it  feems,  a 
long  time  J  for  what  is  called  philofophy  is  con- 
fident enough  with  hypocrify,  and  his  dreadfiri 
end  ihould  be  awfully  inftruftive  to  mankind. 
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Yet  what  is  there  in  all  this  account  of  the 
chriftians,  difcoloured  as  it  is  by  the  malignant 
author,   which  does  not  tell  to  their   honour  ? 
^hilc  Pcregrinus  madea  creditible  profeflion,  they 
received  and  rejoiced  in  him;  they  did  not  pretend 
zo  infallibility.     His  fuperior  parts  and  artifice 
enabled  him  a  long  time  to  deceive.     It  is  pro- 
bable that  he  avoided  as  much  as  poffible  the  fo- 
€;icty  of  the  moft  fagacious  and  penetrating  ampng 
chriftians.     The  followers  of  Jefus  had  learnt  to 
ijpare  their  neighbours'  motes  and  to  feel  their  own 
beams.      They   were   moft    folicitoufly    guarded 
againft  that  fpecies  of  deception  which  is  the  moft 
faul,  the  delufion  of  a  man's  own  heart.    If  many 
of  them  were  hence  too  much  expofed  to  the  fnares 
of  defigning  men,  the  thing  tells  furely  to  their 
honour,  rather  than  to  their  difgrace.     As  for  the 
reft,  their  liberality,  their  zeal,  their  compaflion, 
their  brotherly  love,   their  fortitude,  their  hea- 
venly-mindednefs,  are  confefled  in  all  this  narra- 
tive to  have  been  exceeding  great.     I  rejoice  to 
hear  from  the  mouth  of  an  enemy  fuch  a  teftimony 
to  the  charaAer  of  chriftians  ;  it  is  one  of  the  beft 
which  I  can  meet  with   in  the  fecond  century. 
Amidft  fuch  a  dearth  of  materials  it  was  not  to 
be  omitted.     Chriftians  muft  then,  at  leaft,  have 
been  in  morals  much  fuperior  to  the  reft  of  man- 
kind, and  it  is  only  to  be  lamented;  that  he  who 
could  relate  this,  had  not  the  wifdom  to  make  a 
profitable  ufe  of  it  for  himfelf. 


CHAP. 
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c  rt  A  p.    Vllt. 

90Ui    AfcCOUKt    OF    CHRISTIAN    AirTHORS    WHtf 
FLOURISHED   IN   THIS    CENTURY. 

TT  may  throw  feme  additional  light  oh  the  hif- 
X  tory  of  chriftian  do€fcrine  and  manners  in  this 
century,  to  give  a  brief  view  of  thefe.  Yet  fom€ 
of  the  moft  renowned  have  been  already  fpokeci 
to,  and  a  few  more  of  great  refp^ftability  (hall  be 
deferred  to  the  next  century,  becaufe  they  out- 
lived this. 

Dionyfius,  bifhop  of  Corinth^  lived  under  th« 
teign  of  Marcus  Antoninus  and  his  fofn  Conn- 
modus.  He  wrote  many  epiftles  to  varioui 
churches,  which  demonftrace  his  care  and  vigU* 
lance  in  fupport  of  chriftianiry;  a  pleafing  proof 
that  Corinth  was  Angularly  favoured  by  being 
polTefled  of  a  zealous  and  charitable  paftof^ 
though  of  his  labours  there,  and  of  the  ft  ate  of 
the  numerous  fociety  of  chriftians  under  his  mi- 
niftry,  we  have  no  account.  He  wrote  to  the! 
Lacedaemonians  an  inftruftion  concerning  the 
doftrine  of  the  gofpel  and  an  exhortation  to  peace 
and  unity.  He  wrote  to  the  Athenians  alfo,  and 
by  his  ccftimony  he  confirms  the  account  before 
given  of  their  dcclenfion  after  the  martyrdont  of 
Publixis,  and  their  revival  under  the  care  of  Qua- 
dratus,  and  here  he  informs  us  that  Dionyfius 
the  Areopagite  was  the  firft  bifhop  of  Athens. 
In  his  letter  to  the  Chriftians  in  Crete  he  highly 
commends  Philip  the  Bifliop,  and  guards  them 
againft  herefies.  In  his  cpiftle  to  the  churches  of 
Pontus,  he  direfls  that  all  penitents  ftiould  be  re- 

ceived 
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ceivcd  who  return  to  the  church,  whatever  their 
pad  crimes  have  been,  even  herefy  itfelf.  One 
may  infer  from  hence,  that  difcipline  was  as  yet 
adminiftered  with  mUch  (Iri&nefs  in  the  churches^ 
and  that  purity  of  dodrine,  as  well  as  of  life  and  man* 
ners,  were  looked  on  as  of  high  importance,  info^ 
much  that  fome  were  inclined  to  a  degree  of  rigour 
incompatible  with  the  gofpel,  which  promifcs  full 
and  free  forgivenefs  through  Chrift  to  every  re- 
turning (inner,  without  limitations  or  exceptions. 
Such  inferences  concerning  the  manners  and  fpirit 
of  the  chriliians  at  that  time  feem  obvious  and 
natural;  the  prefent  date  of  church-difciplinc 
among  all  denominations  of  chriftians  in  England 
woula  undoubtedly  require  very  diJQferent  forts 
of  directions.  He  writes  alfo  to  Pinytus,  Bifliop 
of  the  Gnoflians  in  Crete,  advlGhg  him  not  to  im* 
pofe  on  the  chriftians  the  heavy  burden  of  the 
obligation  to  preferve  their  virginity,  but  to  have 
refpc&  to  the  weaknefs  incident  to  molt  of  them. 
It  feemed  worth  while  to  mention  this  alfo  as  a 
proof  that  monaftic  aufterities  were  beginning  to 
appear  in  the  church,  and  that  the  beft  men,  after 
the  example  of  the  Apoftles,  laboured  to  controul 
them.  Pinytus  in  his  reply  extols  Dionyfius,  and 
exhorts  him  to  afford  his  people  more  folid 
nourifhment,  and  fend  frequent  letters  to  him 
which  might  fill  his  congregation,  left,  being  al- 
ways fed  with  milk,  they  (hould  remain  in  a  ftate 
of  iofancy.  This  anfwer  fpcaks  fomething  of  the 
depth  of  thought  and  knowledge  in  godlinefs^ 
with  which  Pinytus  was  endowed. 

In  his  letter  to  the  Romans,  djrefted  to  Sotcr 
their  Biihop,  he  recomniends  to  them  to  continue 
a  charitable  cuftom,  which,  from  their  firft  planta- 
tion, they  had  always  pradtifed,  which  was  to  fend 
relief  to  divers  churches  throughout  the  world, 

S  and 
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and  to  aflifl:  particularly  thofe  who  were  con- 
demned to  the  mines;  a  ftrong  proof  both  that  the 
Roman  church  continued  opulent  and  numerous, 
and  alfo  that  they  ftill  partook  much  of  the  fpirit 
ofChrift.* 

Theophilus  of  Antioch  is  a  perfon  of  whom 
it  were  to  be  wilhed  that  we  had  a  larger  account. 
He  was  brought  up  a  Gentile,  educated  in  all  the 
knowledge  which  was  then  reputable  in  the  world, 
and  was  doubtlefs  a  man  of  confiderable  parts  and 
learning.  His  converfion  to  chriftianity  feems  to 
have  been  the  moft  reafonable  in  the  world.  The 
Holy  Spirit  in  his  operations  ever  appears  to  adapt 
himfelf  much  to  the  different  tempers  of  the  fub- 
jeds  of  them.  Theophilus  was  a  reafoner,  and 
the  grace  of  God,  while  it  convinced  him  of  his 
inability  to  work  himfelf  out  of  his  doubts,  effec- 
tually inftrufted  his  underftanding.  The  belief 
of  a  rcfurrcftion  fcems  to  have  been  a  mighty  im- 
pediment to  his  reception  of  the  gofpcl.  What 
is  called  philofophy  varies  in  different  ages.  Such 
an  objeftion  to  chriftianity  would  fcarce  now  be 
made;  but  philofophy  ever  fails  not,  in  fome  fornr 
or  other,  to  withftand  the  religion  of  Jefus. 

Of  his  labours  in  his  bifhopric  of  Antioch  wc 
have  no  account.  He  carried  on  a  correfpondencc 
with  a  learned  man  Autolycus,  with  what  fuccefs 
in  the  end  we  are  not  told.  He  appears  alfo  to 
have  been  very  vigilant  againft  faftiionable  herefies. 
He  fat  13  years  in  his  bimopric,  and  died  in  peace 
about  the  fecond  or  third  year  of  Commodus.  J 

Melito,  Bifhop  of  Sardis,  from  the  very  little 
of  his  remains  that  are  extant,  may  be  conceived 
to  be  one  whom  God  might  make  ufe  of  for  the 
revival  of  godlinefs  in  that  drooping  church.  The 

very 

•  Eufeb.  B.  4.  C.  43. 
t  Euftb.  B.  4*  C.  »3.  and  Ca?e't  Life  of  Theophilai, 
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Very  titles  of  fome  of  his  works  excite  our  regret 
for  the  lofs  of  them.  One  of  them  is  on  the  mb- 
miffion  of  the  fenfes  to  faith;  another  on  the 
foul,  the  body,  and  the  (pirit ;  another  on  God 
incarnate.  A  fragment  of  his,  preferved  by  the 
author  of  the  Chronicle^  called  the  Alexandrian^ 
fays,  that  the  chriftians  do  not  adore  infenfible 
ftones,  but  that  they  worfhip  one  God  alone,  who 
is  before  all  things  and  in  all  things^  and  Jefus 
Chrift  who  is  God  before  all  ages.  He  lived 
under  the  reign  of  Marcus  Antoninus.  His  un- 
fucceisful  but  mafterly  apology  prefented  to  that. 
Emperor,  was  before  taken  notice  of.  He  tra- 
velled into  the  eaft  on  purpofc  to  colledt  authentic 
ecclefiaftical  information,  and  gives  us  a  catalogue 
of  the  facred  books  of  the  Old  Teftament.  He 
died  and  was  buried  at  Sardis ;  a  man  whom 
Polycrates,  Bifhop  of  Ephefus,  his  contemporary^ 
calls  an  eunuch^  that  is,  one  who  made  himfelf  an 
eunuch  for  the  kingdom  of  heaven's  fake.*  Seve- 
ral fuch,  I  apprehend,  were  in  the  primitive  times. 
But  the  depravity  of  human  nature  is  ever  puih- 
ing  men  into  extremes  on  the  right  hand  and 
on  the  left.  There  foon  arofe  fome  who  made  a 
felf-righteous  ufe  of  thefe  inftances  of  felf-denial, 
and  clogged  them  with  unwarrantable  exceflfes. 
The  contrary  extreme  is  now  fo  prevalent,  that 
for  a  man  to  follow  the  example  of  Melito  on  the 
fame  generous  principles  which  our  Saviour  ex- 
preflfes,  would  be  thought  very  extraordinary,  and 
even  ridiculous.  But  whatever  has  the  fandtion 
of  Holy  Writ  Ihould  be  obferved  to  the  honour 
of  tliofc  who  pradtife  it,  whether  agreeable  to  the 
tafte  of  the  age  we  live  in  or  not,  unlefs  we  mean 
to  fet  up  the  eighteenth  century  as  a  Pope  to  judge 
the  foregoing  fevenceen.  The  fame  Polycrates - 
S  a  obfervet 

**  Matthew  xix.  Eureb.  B.  4.  C.  25.  Dopio  and  Ca?ci. 
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dbferves  of  him,  that  his  aftions  were  regulated 
by  the  motions  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  that  he 
lies  interred  at  Sardis,  where  he  expefbs  the  judg* 
ment  and  refurre&ion. 

Bardafanes  of  Mefopotamia,  a  man  renowned 
fbr  learning  and  eloquence,  efcaped  not  the  poHa- 
tion  of  the  fantaftic  herefy  of  Valentinian.  His 
talents  and  his  love  of  refinement  were  probably 
his  fnare ;  but,  as  he  afterwards  condemned  the 
fabulous  dreams  by  which  he  had  been  infatuated^ 
and  is  allowed  to  be  found  in  the  main,  fome  relics 
of  his  former  herefy  might  remain  without  mrate* 
rially  injuring  either  his  faith  or  his  practice.  I 
know  no  particular  reafon  for  mentioning  him  at 
all,  but  for  the  fake  of  introducing  a  remarkable 
paflage  from  him,  prcfcrvcd  by  Eufebius*,  whick 
ihews  at  once  the  great  pvogreis  and  deep  energy 
of  chriftianity. 

**  In  Parthia,**  fays  he,  "  polygamy  is  allowed 
and  praftifed,  but  the  chriftians  of  Parthia  prac^ 
tife  it  not.  In  Perfia  the  fame  may  be  iaid  with 
refpedt  to  inceft.  In  Bafkria  and  in  Gaul  the 
rights  of  matrimony  are  defiled  with  impunitv. 
The  chriftians  there  a£k  not  thus.  Iii  truCTi„. 
wherever  they  refide,  they  triumph  in  their  prac- 
tice over  the  worft  of  laws  and  the  worft  of  cuf- 
toms.'^  This  eulogium  is  not  more  ftroni^  than 
jtift ;  and  the  influence  of  God,  in  fupportmg  his^ 
own  truth  and  his  own  religion,  appeared  by  fuch 
fruits  as  no  other  reUgion  or  philofophy  could 
ever  (hew, 

Miltiades  was  ufefully  engaged  in  difcriminating 
the  genuine  influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit  from  the 
fiftitious,  of  which  unhappy  inftances  had  then  ap- 
peared. Falfe  prophets  evinced  the  mofl:  ftupid 
Ignorance  in  the  beginning,  in  the  end  a  diftem- 
pered  imagination  and  furious,  frenzy.    Miltiades. 

Ihewed 
*  Eofcb.  Precep.  Evaog.  Joitio's  Rmarkt  IV. 
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Ihewed  that  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  de<^ 
icribed  in  fcripture,  was  fober,  confident,  re»- 
lonable,  of  a  quite  diiFerent  caft  and  genius. 
Inhere  is  no  new  thing  under  the  fun  ;  impo(hires 
and  delufions  exift  at  this  day,  and  why  fhould 
it  not  be  thought  as  reafonable  now  to  difcrtmi* 
nate  genuine  from  (iditious  or  diabolical  in- 
fluences,  by  laying  down  the  true  marks  and  evi- 
dences of  each,  inftead  of  fcornfully  treating  oU 
filike  as  enthufiaftic  ?  The  extraordinary  and  mira- 
culous influences  come  chiefly  under  M iltiades*s 
infpedion  ;  they  were  at  that  time  very  comnKm 
in  the  Chriftian  Church ;  and  delufive  pretences^ 
particularly  thofe  of  Montanus  and  his  fol- 
lowers, were  common  alfo.  The  difcerning  rea- 
der will  know  how  to  apply  thefe  things  to 
our  own  times. 

Apollinarius  of  Hierapolis  wrote  feveral  books 
under  the  reign  of  Marcus  Antoninus.  We  have 
at  prefent  only  their  titles.  One  of  them  was  a 
Defence  of  Chriftianity,  dedicgtedto  the  Emperor. 
The  work  of  which  we  know  the  mofl:,  from  a 
fragment  preferved  in  Eufebius,  is  that  againft  the 
Montanifts,  which  will  fall  under  our  obfervacion 
in  the  next  chapter. 

Athenagoras,  towards  the  latter  end  of  this  cen- 
tury, wrote  an  apology  for  the  Chrifttan  Religion. 
His  teftimony  to  the  doftrine  of  the  Trinity,  con* 
tained  in  it,  expreflfes  fomething  befides  a  fpecula- 
tive  belief  of  it.  It  fceips  to  have  appeared  to  him  of 
eflential  confequence  in  praftical  godlinefs.  He 
is  a  writer  not  mentioned  by  Eufebius.  Diu  Pin 
does  him  injuftice  by  obferving  that  he  recom- 
mends the  worfliip  or  angels.  I  have  not  accefs 
to  his  apology,  but  (hall  give  a  remarkable  quo- 
ution  from  Dr.  Waterland,  to  whom  I  am  obliged 
for  the  only  valuable  information  I  have  of  this 
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author.  ♦  Speaking  of  chriftians,  he  defcribes 
them  as  men  that  made  fmall  account  of  the 
prefent  life,  but  were  intent  only  upon  contempUt'> 
mg  God,  and  knowing  his  Word,  who  is  from 
him,  what  union  the  Son  has  with  the  Father, 
what  communion  the  Father  has  with  the  Son; 
what  the  Spirit  is,  and  what  the  union  and  diftinc- 
tion  are  of  fuch  fo  united,  the  Spirit,  the  Son,  and 
the  Father. 

If  this  is  true,  (and  Athenagoras  may  well  be 
credited  for  the  fad)  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  ^at^ 
that  the  primitive  chriftiaiis  were  fo  anxioufly  te^' 
nacious  of  the  doftrine.  It  was  the  climate  iii 
which  alone  chriftian  fruit  could  grow.  Their 
fpeculations  were  not  merely  abftradled.  They 
found,  in  the  view  of  th?  Father,  Son,  and  Holy 
Ghoft,  fomething  of  energy  to  raife  them  frqrn 
earth  to  heaven.  This  could  be  nothing  elfe  thaa 
the  peculiar  truths  of  the  gofpel,  which  are  fo 
clofely  interwoven  with  the.dodrine  of  the  Trinity. 
The  right  ufe  of  the  dpftrine  is  briefly,  but 
ftrongly  intimated  in  the  paflage,  and  tbe  connec- 
tion between  chriftian  principles  and  prafticc  ap- 
pears.  In  truth,  a  Trinitarian  fpecufatift  may  be 
as  worldly-minded  as  any  other.  His  do(^riafe, 
however,  contains  that  which  alone  can  make  a 
man  otherwife. 


CHAP. 


*  Epiphtoial  Heref.  54-  <•    See  Dr.  Waterlaod^s  Importaooe 
of  ibe  dc&tiat  of  the  Trioity. 
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CHAR    IX. 

THE  HERESIES  AND  CONTROVERSIES  OF  THIS  CEN-^ 
TURY  REVIEWED,  AND  AN  IDEA  OF  THE  STATE 
AND  PROGRESS  OF  CHRISTIANITY  DURING  THE. 
COURSE  OF   IT. 

IT  is  furely  not  worth  while  to  enter  minutely 
into  the  herefies  which  appeared  in  this  cen- 
tury. Befides  that  my  plan  calls  me  not  to  no- 
tice them  at  allj  any  further  than  they  may  throw 
ibmc  light  on  the  work  of  God's  Holy  Spirit  and 
the  progrefs  of  godlinefs,  in  the  times  in  which 
they  appeared.  For  they  could  never  defer ve  to  be 
made  objefts  of  capital  attention  on  their  own 
account.  Yet  it  was  neceifary  to  examine  and 
confute  them.  Irenasus  did  charitably  in  fo  do- 
ing. It  is,  however,  to  be  regretted,  that  in 
his  celebrated  work  againft  herefies,  he  fhould 
be  obliged  to  employ  fo  much  time  on  fcenes  of 
fo  much  nonfenfe.  Let  it  be  remarked  in  gene- 
ral, that  the  fame  oppofition  to  the  Deity  of  Chrift, 
or  his  manhood,  and  the  fame  infidious  methods 
of  depreciating  or  abufing  the  doftrincs  of  grace, 
continued  in  the  fecond  century,  which  had  be- 
gun in  the  firft,  with  this  difference,  that  they 
were  now  multiplied,  varied,  complicated,  and 
refined  by  endlefs  fubtilties  and  fancies,  in  which 
the  poverty  of  tafte  and  genius,  fo  common  in  a 
period  when  letters  are  declining,  appears  no  lefs 
than  the  corruption  of  chriftian  doftrine.  Like 
fpots  in  the  fun,  however,  they  vanifhed  and  dif- 
appeared  from  time  to  time,  though  revived  again 
in  different  forms  and  circumftances.    Not  one 

of 
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of  the  herefiarchs  of  this  century  was  able  to  create 
a  firong  and  permanent  intereft,  and  it  is  no  little 
proof  of  the  continued  goodnefs  and  grace  of  God 
to  his  church,  that  they  (till  kept  themfelves  fe* 

Siarate  and  diftindt,  and  prefervcd  the  purity  of 
ifcipline. 
It  has  often  been  faid,  that  many  have  been 
enlifted  among  heretics,  who  were  real,  chriftians. 
When  I  fee  a  proof  of  this,  I  (hall  take  notice  of 
it.  But  of  the  heretics  in  the  fecond  century,  I 
ftar,  in  general,  no  fuch  favourable  judgment 
ought  to  be  pa(red.  The  (late  of  chriftian  aflTaifSt 
in  truth,  was  fuch  as  to  afford  no  probable  reafon 
for  any  real  good  man  to  diflfent.  Where  was 
there  more  of  piety  and  ^virtue  to  be  found  than 
among  the  general  fociety  of  chriftians  ?  And 
how  could  any  be  more  expofed  to  the  crofs  of 
Chrifk  than  they  ? 

The  firft  fee  of  heretics  of  this  century,  were 
thofe  who  oppofed  or  corrupted  thp  doArines  of 
the  perfon  of  Chrift.  A  fingle  quotation  from 
Bufcbius  may  be  fiifficient  as  a  fpeciiTien. 

Speaking  of  the  books  which  were  publi(hed  in 
thefe  times,  he  obferves  *,  "  among  them  thei^  is 
found  a  volume  written  againft'  the  herefy  of  Ar- 
temon,  which  Paulus  of  Samofata  in  our  days 
endeavoured  to  revive."  When  this  book  had  con- 
futed thefaid  prefumptuous  herefy,  which  affirmed 
Chrift  to  be  a  mere  man,  and  that  thi^  was  an  antient 
opinion,  after  many  leaves  tending  to  the  confuta- 
tion of  this  blafphemous  falfhood,  he  writes  thus: 
**They  affirm  that  all  oqr  anceftors,  even  the  Apof- 
tles  themfelves,  were  of  that  opinion,  and  taught  the 
fame  with  them,  and  that  this  their  true  do&rine 
was  preached  and  embraced  to  the  time  of  Victor, 

the 
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the  Xlllth  Bilhop  of  Rome  after  Peter,  and  was 
corrupted  by  his  fucceflbr  Zephyrinus.  This 
might  carry  a  plaufible  appearance  of  truth,  wcr^ 
it  not  iirft  contradifted  by  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
next  by  the  books  of  feveral  perfons  long  before 
the  time  of  Viftor,  which  thqr  publilhed  againft 
the  Gentiles  in  the  defence  or  the  truth,  and  in 
confutation  of  the  herefies  of  their  time.  I  mean 
Juftin,  Miltiades,  Tatian,  and  Clement,  with 
many  others,  in  all  which  works  Chrift  is  preached 
and  publilhed  to  be  God.  Who  knoweth  not 
th^  the  works  of  Irenasus,  Melito,  and  all  other 
chriftians  do  confefs  Chrift  to  be  both  God  and 
Man  i  In  fine,  how  many  pfalms,  and  hymns,  an4 
canticles  were  written  from  the  beginning  by 
faithful  chriftians,  which  celebrate  Chrift,  the 
Word  of  God,  as  no  other  than  God  indeed  ?  How 
then  is  it  poffible,  according  to  their  report,  that 
our  anceftors,  to  the  time  or  ViAor,  fliould  have 
preached  fo,  when  the  creed  of  the  church  for  fo 
many  years  is  pronounced  as  certain,  and  known 
to  all  the  world?  And  ought  they  not  to  be 
afhamed  to  report  fuch  Jdfehoods  of  Victor,  when 
they  know  it  to  be  a%ft,  that  this  very  Victor 
excommunicated  Theodotus,  a  tanner,  the  father 
of  this  apoftacy,  who  denied  the  divinity  of  Chrift, 
bccaufe  he  firft  affirmed  Chrift  to  be  only  man. 
If  Viftor,  as  they  report,  had  been  of  their  blaf- 
phemous  fentiments,  how  could  he  have  excom* 
municated  Theodotus  the  author  of  the  herefy  ?" 

Vidlor's  government  was  about  the  clofe  of  the 
fccond  century.  The  anonymous  author  before 
us  writes  moft  probably  in  the  former  part  of  the 
third.  Nor  is  his  teftimony  much  invalidated  by 
^is  being  anonymous.  The  fafts  to  which  he 
fpeaks  were  notorious  and  undeniable.    We  fee 

hence 
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hence  that  aU  parties,  notwithftanding  the  con-* 
tempt,  which  fome  affeft,  of  the  teftimony  of  anti- 
quity and  tradition,  are  glad  to  avail  themfelves 
of  it  where  they  can  ;  which  is  itfelf  a  proof  of 
the  tacit  confent  of  all  mankind,  that  this  tefti- 
mony, though  by  no  means  decifive,  nor  fuch  as 
ought  ever  to  be  ^ut  in  competition  with  fcrip- 
iure,  yet  weighs  fomething,  and  ought  not  to  be 
treated  with  unreferved  dildain.    In  our  own  days 
the  fame  attempt  has  been  made  in  thp  fame  caufc^ 
"^ith  what  probability  of  fuccefs,  in  the  way  of 
found  argument,  let  the  reader,  who  has  confidered 
the  paflage  I  hs^ve  quoted  from  Eufebius,  judge 
for  himfelf.     In  fad,  it  appears  that  a  denial  of 
the  Deity  of  Chrift  could  not  find  any  patron 
within  the  pale  of  the  church  for  the  firft  200 
ij^ears.     The  prevalency  of  fentiments  derogatory 
to  the  perfon  and  offices  of  Chrift  was  rcferved  for 
9  later  period.     Every  perfon  of  any  eminence  in 
the  church  for  judgment  and  piety  holds  unequi- 
vocally an  oppofite  language.     In  fome  of  the 
moft  renowned  we  have  feen  it  all  along  in,  the 
fx>urfe  of  this  century*  "-^ 

This  Theodotus  was  a  citizen  of  Byzantium,  a 
tanner,  but  a  man  of  parts  and  learning.  Here- 
tical perverfions  of  fcripture  hav^  often  been  in- 
vented by  fuch  perfons,  and  pride  and  fdf-conceit 
fcem  to  have  a  peculiar  afcendancy  over  men  who 
have  acquired  their  knowledge  in  private  by  their 
own  induftry  :  One  of  the  beft  advantages  of  pul>- 
lic  feminaries  being  undoubtedly  this,  that  mo- 
defty  and  reafonable  fubmiffion  are  learnt  in  them, 
and  men,  by  feeing  and  feeling  their  own  inferi- 
ority, are  taught  to  think  more  lowly  of  their 
own  attainments.  This  felf-taught  currier  fpecu- 
lated,  felt  himfelf  important  enough  to  dare  to  be 
(ingular,  and  revived  the  herefy  of  Ebion,     He 
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vras  brought  with  fome  other  chriftians  before  peN 
fecuting  Magiftrates.  His  compatiions  honeftly 
conffpfled  Chrift  apd  fufTered.  He  was  the  onljr 
man  of  the  company  who  denied  him.  In  truths 
he  had  no  principles  ftrong  enough  to  induce  him 
to  be^r  the  crqfs  of  Chrift.  Theodotus  lived  dill 
a  denier  of  Chrift»  and  bfeing  afterwards  upbraided 
for  denying  his  God,  No,  uys  he,  I  have  not  de- 
fied God,  but  man,  for  Chrilt  is  no  more.  *  His 
jierefy  hence  obtained  a  new  name,  that  of  the 
God-denying  apoftacy.  j;  Perfecution  often  does 
in  this  life,  m  part,  what  the  laft  day  will  do  com- 
pletely, feparate  wheat  from  tares  1 

2,  The  controverfy  concerning  the  proper  time 
pf  the  obfervation  of  Eafter,  which  had  been  ami- 
cably adjuded  between  Polycarp  of  Smyrna  and 
Anicetus  of  Rome,  who  had  agreed  to  differ,  was 
unhappily  revived  towards  the  clofe  of  this  ceo*- 
tury.  ^ynod^  were  held  concerning  it,  and  an 
uniformity  was  attempted  in  vain  throughout  the 
qhurch.  Victor  of  Rome,  with  much  arrogance 
and  temerity,  as  if  be  had  felt  theirery  foul  of  the 
future  Papacy  formi^d  in  hirnfelf,  inveighed  againft 
the  Afiatic  churches,  ^qd  pronounced  them  ex- 
communicated perfons.  The  firmnefs,  modera- 
tion, and  charity  of  one  man  was  of  great  fervice 
in  qualhing  the  dangerous  contention.  Irenseus^  ® 
Bilhop  of  Lyons,  rebuked  the  uncharitable  fpirit 
of  ViAor,  reminded  him  of  the  union  between 
JPolycarp  and  his  predeceflbr  Anicetus,  notwith- 
ftanding  their  difference  of  fentiment  and  pradice 
\n  this  point,  and  preiTed  the  drong  obligation  of 
chriftians  to  love  and  unity,  though  they  might 
differ  in  fmaller  matters;   and  furely  a  fmafler 
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matter  of  divcrfity  was  fcarce  ever  known  to  oc- 
cafion  a  contention. 

The  particulars  of  the  debate  arc  not  worth  re- 
citing. Certain  fundamentals  being  dated  in  the 
firft  place,  in  which  all  real  chriftians  are  united^ 
they  may  fafely  be  left  each  to  follow  their  pri- 
vate judgment  in  other  things,  and  yet  hold  the 
unity  of  the  fpirit  in  the  bond  of  peace.  But  that 
this  was  effeAed  with  fo  much  diiliculty,  and  that 
fo  (light  a  fubjed  fhould  appear  of  fo  great  a  mo- 
ment at  this  time,  feems  no  fmall  proof  that  the 
power  of  true  godlinefs  had  fufFered  fome  declen'- 
fiOQ,  and  was  an  omen  of  the  decay  of  the  happy 
effcfts  of  the  firft  j^cat  out-pouring  of  the  Spirit^ 
toward  the  clofe  of  this  century.  When  faith  and 
love  are  fimple,  ftrong,  and  aftive  in  an  eminent 
degree,  fuch  fubjeds  of  debate  are  ever  known  to 
vanifh  as  mifts  before  the  fun. 

3.  The  church  was  internally  (haken  and  much 
disfigured  by  the  herefy  of  Montanus.  This  is 
the  account  of  it  given  by  Apollinaris  of  Hiera- 
polis,  who  took  pains  to  confute  it.  *  ^*  Beinff 
lately  at  Ancyra  in  Galatia,  I  found  the  church 
throughout  filled,  not  with  Prophets,  as  they  call 
them,  but  with  falfe  prophets,  where,  with  the 
help  of  the  Lord,  I  difputed  in  the  church  for 
many  days  againft  them,  fo  that  the  church  re- 
joiced and  was  confirmed  in  the  truth,  the  adver- 
faries  were  vexed  and  murmured.  The  original 
of  them  was  this  :  There  is  a  village  in  Myfia,  1^ 
region  of  Phrygia,  called  Ardaba,  where  we  arc 
told  that  Montanus,  a  late  convert  in  the  time  of 
Gratus,  Proconful  of  Afia,  elated  with  ambition, 
gave  advantage  to  Satan  againft  him.  The 
man  behaved  in  a  frantic  manner,  and  pretended 
to  prophecy.     Some  who   heard  him^  checked 

hifl^ 
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him  as  a  lunatic,  and  forbad  his  public  exhibi- 
tions, mindful  of  our  Saviour's  predidions  and 
warnings  ^gainft  falfe  prophets;  others  boaded 
of  him  as  endued  with  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  for- 
mtting  the  Divine  admonitions  Were  enfnared  by 
his  arts  and  encouraged  his  impofture.  Two 
women  were  by  Satan  poflefled  of  the  fame  fpirit, 
and  fpake  foolifli  and  fanatical  things.  They 
gloried  in  their  own  fuppofed  fuperior  fanfticy 
and  happinefs,  and  were  deluded  with  the  moft 
flattering  cxpcftations. — Few  of  the  Phrygians 
were  feduced,  though  they  took  upon  them  ta 
revile  every  church  under  heaven  which  did  not 
pay  homage  to  their  pretended  infpirations.  The 
laithful  throughout  Afia  in  frequent  fynods  ex- 
amined and  condemned  the  herely.** 

It  has  ever  been  one  of  the  greateft  trials  to 
men  really  led  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  befides  the 
open  joppofition  of  the  prophane,  to  be  obliged  to 
encounter  the  fubtil  devices  of  Satan  in  raifing  up 
pretended  illuminations,  which,  by  their  folly, 
and  wickednefs,  and  felf-conceit,  expofe  godlinefs 
to  contempt.  The  marks  of  diftindlion  are  plain 
to  ferious  minds  and  thofe  of  toleraUe  judgment 
and  difcretion^  but  men  void  of  the  fear  of  God 
win  not  diftinguilh.  We  fee  here  an  inftance  of 
what  has  often  been  repeated  from  that  day  to 
the  prefent  in  the  church  of  Chrid,  and  real 
chriftians  did  then,  what  ought  always  to  be  done 
now,  examine,  expofe,  condemn,  and  feparate 
themfelves  from  fuch  deluGons,  while  enthufiafts, 
of  every  age,  in  folly,  pride,  and  uncharitablenefey 
have  followed  the  pattern  of  Montanus.  Nothing 
happened  here  but  what  is  foretold  in  fcripture, 
and  is  in  truth  fo  common  a  concomitant  of  the 
real  work  of  God,  that  wherever  it  appears,  there 
this  appears  alfo. 

4.  BttI 
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.  4*  But  the  eruptions  of  fanaticifm  are  too 
Unnatural  to  remain  long  in  any  degree  of 
ftrength.  Whatever  high  pretentions  thev  make 
to  the  influences  of  the  Divine  Spirit,  they  arc 
ever  unfavourable  to  them  in  reality,  not  only  by 
their  unholy  tendency  during  the  paroxyfm  of 
zeal,  but  much  mord  fo  by  the  eflrcdts  of  con- 
temptuous profanenefs  and  incredulous  fcepticifm 
which  they  leave  behind  them.  It  is  for  the  fake 
of  thefe  chiefly  that  Satan  feems  to  invent  and 
fupport  fuch  delufions.  But  his  grand  refource 
againft  the  gofpel  is  drawn  from  contrivances 
more  congenial  with  the  nature  of  man.  The 
deceit  of  philofophy  formed  the  lafl:  corruption  of 
this  century,  which  I  (hall  lay  open  to  the  beft  of 
my  judgment  from  the  lights  of  hiftory.  It  was 
toward  the  clofe  of  the  century  that  it  made  its 
appearance,  nor  were  the  efl^efts  of  it  very  great 
at  prefent;  in  the  next  century  they  appeared  very 
diftinaiy. 

Alexandria  was  at  this  time  the  moft  Renowned 
feminary  of  learning.  A  fort  of  philofophers 
there  appeared  who  called  themfelves  Eclectics, 
becaufe,  without  tying  themfelves  down  to  any 
one  fct  of  rules,  they  chofe  what  they  thought 
moft  agreeable  to  truth  from  diflferent  mafliers  and 
fcfts.  Their  prctenfions  were  fpccious,  and  while 
they  carried  the  appearance  of  candour,  modera- 
tion, and  difpaflionate  inquiry,  adminiftred  much 
fuel  to  the  pride  of  men,  leaning  to  their  own  un- 
derftandings.  Ammonius  Saccas,  a  famous  Alex- 
andrian teacher,  feems  to  have  reduced  the  opi- 
nions of  this  fe£t  to  a  fyftem.  Plato  was  his  prm- 
cipal  guide;  but  he  invented  many  things  of 
which  Plato  never  dreamed.  What  his  religious 
profcfllon  was  is  difputed  among  the  learned. 
Undoubtedly  he  was  bred  a  chriftian,  and  though 
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Porphyry,  in  his  enmity  ^gainft  chriftianity,  ob- 
lerves  that  he  forfook  the  Gofpcl  and  returned  to 
Gentilifm,  yet  the  teftimony  of  Eufebius,  *  who 
muft  have  known,  feen)S  decifive  to  the  contrary, 
that  he  continued  a  chriftian  all  his  days.  And 
his  trafbs  of  the  agreement  of  Mofes  and  Jefus, 
and  his  harmony  of  the  four  Gofpels  demonftrate 
that  he  defired  to  be  confidered  as  a  chriftian. 
This  man  fancied  that  all  religions,  vulgar  and 
philofophical,  Grsecian  and  barbarous,  Jewifh  and 
Gentile,  meant  the  fame  thing  at  bottom.  He 
undertook,  by  allegorizing  and  fubtilizing  various 
fables  and  fyftems,  to  make  up  a  coalition  of  all 
lefts  and  religions,  and  from  his  labours  continued 
by  his  difciples,  fome  of  whofe  works  dill  remain, 
men  learnt  to  look  on  Jew,  Philofopher,  vulgar 
Pagan,  and  Chriftian,  as  all  of  the  fame  creed. 

Dr.  Lardner,   in  oppofttion  to  Mofheim,  who 
feems  to  have  very  fuccefsfully  illuftrated  this 
matter,  contends  that  there  were  no  fuch  motley- 
mixed  charadlers,  and  that  the  fcheme  is  chime- 
rical.    1  have  attended  as  well  as  I  can  to  his  own 
account  of  the  man  in  his  colleftion,'  and  to  his 
review  of  philofophers  in  the  third  and  following 
centuries,  and  it  appears  to  me  that  there  were 
fuch  perfons.     Ammonius  himfelf  feems  to  have 
been,  if  1  may  be  allowed  the  expreflion,  a  Pagano- 
Chriftian.     That  Eufebius  and  Porphyry  ftiould 
each  claim  him  for  their  own,  is  no  little  proof  of 
iiis  ambiguous  charadter,  and  I  wi(h  we  may  not 
have  too  melancholy  proofs  of  the  fame  thing, 
^vhen  we  come  to  confider  the  charafters  of  many 
of  the  fathers  who  followed.     Longinus,  who  was 
of  the  fame  fchool,    though   more  a  philologift 
^han  a  philofopher,  in  his  well-known  refpeftful 
cj^uotation  from  Mofes,  evinces  that  he  was  tinc- 
tured 
•  B.  4.  C.  zS.  Ec.  Hif. 
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lift  tiie  firft  century  fuch  it  doubtful  charaftcr 
would  have  been  a  rare  ph^nonienon.  Philofo- 
phcrs  found  no  defirc  to  coalcfcc  with  ^  religion 
conicmptible  in  their  eyes  in  all  refpefts.  It 
Kras  not  till   numbers   gave  it  fume  refpeftabi- 

'  lirjr^  that  fuch  a  coat ic ion  took  place,  Seneca 
would  have  thought  himie]f  fufiiciently  liberal  in 
being   content   with  fcorning   a  religioni   which 

fAmmonius  a  century  afterwards  deigned  td  incor- 
poratej  in  pretence  at  Icaft,  with  his  philolbphy. 
Ic  has  been  obfcrvcd,  that  the  attempt  of  the 
court  of  Charles  the  Firft  to  draw  over  fopie  of 
lhe  parliamentary  leaders  td  their  intcreft,  was  a 
fure  fign  of  the  diminution  df  regal  defpbtifm. 
S*',tm  beheld  the  decay  of  his  empire  of  it^olatry 
and  philofophy  in  the  fame  light,  and  it  behoved 
him  to  try  the  fame  arts  to  preferve^  if  he  couId» 
what  remained.  Melancholy  and  dlfaftrous  as 
Was  the  evil  we  are  contemplating,  and  even  more 
decifively  deftruftive  to  the  progrefs  of  vital  god- 
linefs  than  any  other  which  had  yet  appeared,  it 
was  however  an  evidence  of  the  viftorious  ftrength 
of  the  Gofpel,  and  a  confcffion  of  weaknefs  on 
the  part  of  Paganifm. 

In  carrying  on  thefc  a£ls  of  feduclion,  the  infidi- 
Dufnefs  of  luch  middle  charafters  confifted  much 
in  expatiating  on  the  truths  which  lie  in  common, 
as  of  the  grcateft  importance,  and  in  reducing,  as 
far  as  in  them  lay,  the  peculiar  truths  of  the  Gof- 
pel  into  oblivion.  It  was  juft  in  this  manner,  I 
remember,  that  a  clergyman  fpeaks  (I  think  a 
vicar  of  Newcaille)  in  a  fermon  preached  on  the 
acceflion  of  James  the  Second.  While  he  deals 
out  drains  of  fulfome  adulation  on  the  fovercign, 
he  anfwcrs  the  objedtion  againft  him  drawn  from 
his  religion,  by  obferving  of  what  little  impor- 
tance opinions  were^  and  that  moral  and  prafbical 
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matters  were  alone  worthy  of  conlideration.  The 
condud:  of  James,  in  a  little  time  after,  Ihewed  the 
weaknefs  of  this  reafoning;  and  the  effefts  of  this 
philofophical  evil,  which  like  leaven  foon  fpread 
in  fome  faint  degree  over  the  whole  church, 
fliewed  too  plainly  that  pure  and  undedled  fenti- 
ments  of  religion  are  of  high  importance. 

We  have  hitherto  found  it  no  hard  matter  to 
difcover,  in  the  teachers  and  writers  of  chriftianity, 
the  vital  do£lrines  of  Chrift,  We  (hall  now  find 
that  the  moft  precious  truths  of  the  gofpel  begin 
to  be  lefs  attended  to,  and  lefs  brought  into  view^ 
Even  Juftin  Martyr,  before  the  period  of  ecle£lic 
corruption,  by  his  fondnefs  for  Plato  adulterated 
the  gofpel  in  fome  degree,  as  we  have  obferved, 
particularly  in  the  article  of  free  will.  Tatian,  a 
fcholar  of  his,  after  his  mailer's  death,  went  bolder 
lengths,  and  deferved  the  name  of  heretic.  He 
dealt  largely  in  the  merits  of  continence  and 
chaftity,  and  thefe  virtues,  pufhed  into  extravagant 
excefTes  under  the  notion  of  fupcrior  purity,  be- 
came great  engines  of  felf-righteoufncfs  and  fu- 
perftition,  and  obfcured  men's  views  of  the  faith 
of  Chrift,  and  darkened  the  whole  face  of  chri- 
ftianity.  Under  the  foftcring  hand  of  Ammonius 
and  his  followers,  this  fiftitious  holinefs  was 
formed  into  a  fyftem,  and  generated  the  worft  of 
evils  under  the  form  of  eminent  fanftity.  That 
man  is  altogether  fallen,  that  he  is  to  be  juftified 
wholly  by  the  faith  of  Chrift,  that  his  atonement 
and  mediation  alone  procures  us  accefs  to  God 
and  eternal  life,  that  holinefs  is  the  efFeft  of  Di- 
vine Grace,  and  is  the  proper  work  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  on  the  heart  of  man ;  thefe,  and  if  there  be 
any  other  fimilar  evangelical  truths,  as  it  was  not 
poflible  to  mix  them  with  Flatonifm,  faded  gra- 
dually 
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dually  of  themfelves  in  the  church,  and  were  at 
length  partly  denied  and  partly  forgotten. 

St.  Paul's  caution  againft  phiiofophy  and  vain 
deceit,  it  appears,  was  now  fatally  neglected  by  the 
chriftians.  Faife  humility,  will-worfhip,  curious 
and  proud  refinements,  bodily  auftcrities  mixed 
with  high  felf- righteous  pretenfions,  ignorance  of 
Chrift  and  of  the  true  life  of  faith  in  him,  miferably 
fuperfeded  by  ceremonies  and  fuperftitions  :— All 
thefe  things  are  divinely  delineated  in  the  2d  chap-* 
ter  to  the  Coloflians,  and,  fo  far  as  words  can  do 
it,  the  true  defence  againft  them  is  powerfully 
defcribed. 

The  cultivation  itfelf  of  the  human  mind, 
when  carried  on  in  the  bed  manner,  is  apt  to  be 
abufed  to  the  perverfion  of  the  gofpeh  Yet  I 
would  not  put  the  Mathematics  and  natural  Phi- 
iofophy on  the  fame  footing  as  the  Platonic  or 
Stoical  do£trInes.  In  truth,  for  thefe  lad,  Phiio- 
fophy is  too  good  a  name ;  they  had  little,  as  they 
were  condufted  by  the  fchool  of  Ammonius  or 
by  Antoninus,  that  deferved  the  attention  of  a 
wife  man.  The  phiiofophy  of  the  moderns,  when 
applied  either  to  quantity  or  to  the  works  of  na- 
ture, is  doubtlefs  pofTefled  of  truth  and  folidity  ; 
that  of  the  ancients  was  falfe  and  romantic.  Yet 
great  care  is  requifite  to  keep  even  modern  phiio- 
fophy within  its  bounds,  and  to  prevent  its  mix- 
ture with  chriftianity :  and  the  danger  of  being 
elated  by  pride,  and  of  being  made  too  wife  for 
the  teaching  of  God's  Holy  Spirit,  is  common  to 
it,  with  all  other  forts  of  fecular  knowledge.  As 
to  moral  Phiiofophy  and  Metaphyfics,  they  feem, 
in  point  of  danger  to  religion,  to  harmonize  more 
with  ancient  philolbphical  evils.  Even  great  and 
fatal  miflakes  in  religion  may  be  made  through 
their  means.  In  general,  fetting  afide  a  very  fmall 
T  2  portion 
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portion  of  natural  truths  which  are  agreeable  to 
the  moral  fenfe  and  confcience  of  mankind,  they 
feem,  as  they  have  been  generally  managed,  the 
very  fame  fort  of  evils  as  thofe  which  the  Apoftle 
to  the  Coloflians  fpeaks  againft.  His  guard  againft 
philofophy  is  equally  applicable  to  ttem\  and  as 
they  militate  generally  againft  the  vital  truths  of 
chriftianity,  undoubtedly  the  cultivation  of  them 
has  corrupted  the  gofpel  in  our  times,  as  much  as 
the  cultivation  of  more  ancient  philofophy  cor- 
rupted it  in  early  ages.  Indeed  whatever  pretends 
to  incorporate  with  the  gofpel,  and  is  yet  not 
chriftian,  muft  do  mifchief  by  the  efFeft  of  the 
combination,  however  fpecioufly  it  may  addrels 
itfelf  to  the  reafon  of  man^  prejudiced  by  felf- 
conceit  and  the  love  of  fin. 

And  here  we  fhut  up  the  view  of  the  fecond 
century,  which,  for  the  moft  part,  exhibited  proofs 
of  Divine  Grace  as  ftrong,  or  nearly  fo,  as  the 
firft.  We  have  feen  the  fame  unfhaken  and  Am- 
ple faith  of  Jefus,  the  fame  love  of  God  and  of 
the  brethren,  and  that  in  which  they  fingularly 
excelled  modern  chriilians,  the  fame  heavenly 
fpirit  and  viftory  over  the  world.  But  a  dark 
ihade  is  enveloping  thefc  divine  glories.  The 
Spirit  of  God  is  grieved  already  by  the  ambitious 
intrufions  of  felf-righteoufnefs,  argumentative  re- 
finements, and  Pharifaic  pride;  and  though  it  be 
more  common  to  reprefent  the  moft  fenfible  decay 
of  godlinefs  as  commencing  a  century  later,  to  me 
it  leems  already  begun.  Yet  the  efFedls  of  the 
firft  out-pouring  of  the  Spirit,  and  fome  rich  com- 
munications of  the  fame  Spirit  will  appear  in  the 
third  century. 

CENTURT 
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CHAP.     I. 

IREU/EVS. 

BEFORE  we  proceed  with  the  orderly  courfe 
of  events  in  this  century,  it  may  be  conve- 
nient to  continue  the  account  of  authors  belong- 
ing to  the  laft,  whofe  deaths  happened  within  this. 
We  meet  with  four  celebrated  men  of  this  dc- 
fcription ;  Irenasus,  TertuUian^  Pantsaenqs,  and 
Clement  of  Alexandria. 

Of  Irenasus  it  were  to  be  wiftied  we  had  a  more 
copious  account.  The  place  of  his  birth  is  quite 
uncertain.  His  name,  however,  points  him  out 
to  be  a  Grecian.  His  inftru6tors  in  chriftianity 
were  Papias,  Bifhop  of  Hierapolis,  and  the  re- 
nowned Polycarp.  The  former  is  generally  al- 
lowed to  have  been  a  man  of  real  fandtity,  but  of 
flender  capacity.  He,  as  well  as  Polycarp,  had 
been  Difciples  of  St.  John,  and  with  all  the  imbe- 
cillity  of  judgment  which  is  afcribed  to  him, 
might,  under  God,  have  been  of  fignal  fervice  to 
Irenaeus.  But  the  inftruftions  of  Polycarp  feem 
to  have  made  the  deeped  impreffions  on  his  mind 
from  early  life. 

The  church  of  Lyons,  we  have  feen,  was  a 
daughter  of  the  church  of  Smyrna,  or  of  the  other 
neighbouring  churches.  Pothinus  muft  have  been 
a  Greek  as  well  as  Irenasus  ;  who  as  Prefbyter 
aflifted  the  venerable  Prelate  in  his  old  age.     His 
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concern  in  writing  the  account  of  the  Mar- 
tyrdoms of  Lyons  has  been  already  mentioned. 
After  the  death  of  Pothinus,  about  the  year  169, 
he  fucceeded  him.  Never  was  any  Paftor  more 
feverely  tried  by  a  tempcftuous  fcene.  Violent 
perfecution  without,  and-  fubtil  herefies  within, 
called  for  the  exertion,  at  once,  of  confummatc 
dexterity  and  of  rpagnanimous  refolution.  Irenaeus 
was  favoured  with  a  large  meafure  of  both,  and 
weathered  out  the  ftorm.  l^ut  herefy  proved  a 
more  conftant  enemy  than  perfecution.  The 
multiplication  of  it  in  endlefs  refinements  induced 
him  tP  write  his  book  a^ainft  herefies,  which  muft 
hav^  been  at  that  time  a  very  feafonable  work* 
His  vigour  and  charity  alfo  in  compofing  the  10* 
fignificantdifputes  about  Eafter  have  been  noticed. 
The  beginning  of  the  third  century  was  marked 
with  the  perfecution  under  Septimius  Scverus,  the 
fucceflTor  of  Julian.  He  himfelf  had  mqft  pro- 
bably  direfted  the  perfccutior;  at  Lyons,  in  which 
Pothinus  fufixrred,  and  when  he  began  to  perfecut? 
as  Emperor,  be  would  naturally  recall  the  idea  of 
Lyons,  and  of  the  perfecution  in  which  he  had  fo 
large  a  fliare*.  Gregory  of  Tours,  and  the  ancient 
Martyrologifts  inform  us,  that  after  feveral  tor- 
ments Irenaeus  was  put  to  death,  and  together 
with  him  almofi:  all  the  chriftians  of  that  populous 
city,  whofe  numbers  could  not  be  reckoned, 
fo  that  the  ftreets  of  Lyons  flowed  with  the  blood 
qf  phriftians.  We  may  eafily  allow  that  this  is  a 
rhetorical  ex^geer§tion.  Yet  I  fee  no  reafon  with 
fome  to  deny  the  truth  of  this  fecond  perfecution 
fit  Lyons,  and  of  Irenaeus  fufl^ering  martyrdom 
under  it,  Gregory  of  Tours  is  not  the  beft  au* 
thority,  but  there  is  no  circumftance  of  improba* 
bility  here.     The  filence  of  Eufebius  affords  n(^ 

argiime(\|; 
*  Cave's  Life  pf  Ireoaeof  • 
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araument  to  the  contrary,  bccaufe  he' is  far  from 
relating  the  deaths  of  all  celebrated  chriftians.  Of 
thofe  in  the  Weft  particularly,  he  is  by  no  means 
copious  in  his  narrative,  and  the  natural  cruelty  of 
Severus,  added  to  hisformer connection withLyons, 
gives  to  the  fad):  a  ftrong  degree  of  credibility. 

The  labours  of  Ircnaeus  in  Gaul  were  doubtlefs 
of  the  moft  folid  utility.  Nor  is  it  a  fmall  in- 
duce of  the  humility  and  Charity  of  this  great 
man,  accurately  verfed  as  he  was  in  Grecian  litera- 
ture, that  he  took  pains  to  learn  the  barbarous 
dialed  of  Gaul,  conformed  himfelf  to  the  ruftic 
manners  of  an  illiterate  people,  and  renounced  the 
politenefs  and  elegant  traits  of  his  own  country, 
for  the  love  of  fouls.  Rare  fruit  of  chriftian 
charity  !  and  highly  worthy  the  attention  of  paftors 
in  an  age  like  this,  in  which  fo  many  undertake 
to  preach  chriftianity,  and  yet  diftinguiOi  them- 
felves  in  any  thing  rather  than  in  what  peculiarly 
belongs  to  their  office  ! 

His  book  of  herefies  is  nearly  the  whole  of  his 
writings  that  have  efcaped  the  injuries  of  time. 
His  affiduity  and  penetration  are  equally  re- 
markable in  analyzing  and  difiedbing  all  the  fan- 
ciful fchemcs,  with  which  heretics  had  difgraced 
the  chriftian  name.  It  is  eafy  to  fee  that  his  views 
of  the  gofpel  are  in  the  fame  ftyle  as  thofe  of 
Juftin*,  whom  he  quotes,  and  with  whofe  works 
he  appears  to  have  been  acquainted.  Like  him 
he  is  filent,  or  nearly  fo,  on  the  eledion  of  grace, 
which  from  the  inftrudtors  of  his  early  age  he 
muft  often  have  heard.  And  like  him  he  defends 
the  Arminian  notion  of  free-will,  and  by  fimilar 
arguments  j:*    His  philofophy  feems  to  have  had 

the 
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the  famd  influence  on  his  mind,  to  darken  fome, 
truths  of  fcripture,  and  to  mix  the  dodrine  of 
(Dhrifl:  with  fome  human  inventions. 

There  is  not  much  of  pathetic,  pradical,  or 
prperimeiital  religion  in  the  work.  The  author's 
plan,  which  led  him  to  keep  up  a  conftant  atten- 
tion to  fpeculative  errors,  did  not  admit  it.  Yet 
there  is  every  where  fo  fcrious  and  grave  a  fpirit, 
and  now  and  then  fuch  difplays  of  godlinefs,  as 
ihew  him  very  capable  of  writing  what  might  have 
been  Angularly  ufeful  to  the  church  in  all  ages.  . 

He  makes  a  ftrong  ufe  of  the  argument  of  tra- 
dition in  fupport  of  the  apollolical  dodrine  againft 
the  oovcl  herefies.  His  acquaintance  with  pri- 
mitive chriftians  gave  him  a  great  right  to  prcfs 
this  argument,  and  the  fo^ce  of  it  in  a  certain  de- 
gree is  obvious.  The  Papifts  have  perverted  thcle 
declarations  of  his  into  an  argument  in  favour  of 
their  church.  But  what  may  not  men  pervert 
tod  abufe  ?  The  rcafonable  ufe  of  tradition,  as  a 
Collateral  proof  of  chriftian  dodrines,  is  not  hence; 
invalidated.  What  he  obfcrves  here  concerning 
the  barbarous  nations  is  remarkable*.  "  If  there 
was  any  doubt  concerning  the  leaft  article,  ought 
we  not  to  have  recourfe  to  the  moft  ancient 
churches  where  the  Apoftlcs  lived?  But  what 
would  it  fignify  if  the  Apoftles  had  left  us  no 
writings?  Ought  we  not  to  follow  the  tradition 
which  they  left  to  thofe  with  whom  they  com- 
mitted the  care  of  the  churches  ?  It  is  what  fevcral 
barbarous  nations  obfcrvc,  who  believe  in  Jcfus 
without  paper  or  ink,  having  the  doftrine  of  fal- 
vation  written  oh  their  hearts  by  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
-and  faithfully  keeping  up  to  ancient  tradition 
concerning  one  God   the  Creator  and  his   Son 

Jefus 

*  B.  3.  C.  4.'-*5ee  Fkury't  Chnrch  Hiitory  00  the  Subjcd  of 
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Jefijs  Chrift.  Thofe  who  have  received  this  faith 
iBvithout  fcripture,  are  Barbarians  a3  to  their  man- 
ner of  fpeaKing,  compared  with  us ;  but  as  to 
their  fentimcnt^  and  behaviour,  they  are  very  wife 
and  very  agreeable  to  God,  perfevering  in  the 
practice  of  juftice  and  charity.  And  if  any 
one  (hould  preach  to  them  in  their  language, 
what  the  Heretics  have  invented,  they  would  im- 
mediately Hop  their  ears  and  flee  far  off,  and 
would  not  even  hear  thofe  blafphemies." 

Thus  it  appears  that  to  the  illiterate  Barbarians 
tradition,  though  a  poor  fubfticute,  fupplied  the 

Solace  of  the  written  word.  We  may  not,  however, 
uppofe  that  their  faith  was  blind  and  implicit. 
Our  author  gives  a  ftrong  teftimony  to  their  god- 
linefs,  and  thofe  of  them  who  were  taught  indeed 
of  God  would  have  in  themfelves  the  Itrongeft 
and  mod  reafonable  of  all  proofs  of  the  dfivinity 
of  their  religion.  Of  the  Holy  Spirit's  influences, 
and  of  the  native  energy  of  Divine  Truth  on  the 
hearts  and  lives  of  very  illiterate  men,  we  feem  to 
have  here  a  very  valuable  teftimony. 

There  is  no  new  thing  under  the  fun  ; — the 
artifices  of  the  Valentinians  in  alluring  men  to  their 
communion  are  fpecimens  of  the  wiles  of  heretics 
in  all  ages.  *'  *  In  public  they  ufe  alluring  dif^ 
courfes,  bccaufe  of  the  common  chriftians,  as  they 
call  thofe  who  wear  the  chriftian  name  in  general; 
and  to  entice  them  to  come  often,  they  pretend  to 
preach  like  us  ;  and  complain  that  though  their 
dodrine  be  the  fame  as  ours,  we  abftain  from 
their  communion,  and  call  them  heretics.  When 
they  have  feduced  any  from  the  faith  by  their  dif- 
putes,  and  made  them  willing  to  comply  with 
them,  they  begin  to  open  their  myfteries." 

He 
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He  doubtlcfs  agrees  with  all  the  primitive  chri- 
ftians  in  the  doftrine  of  the  Trinity,  and  makes 
ufe  of  the  45th  pfalm  particularly  to  prove  the 
Deity  of  Jefus  Chrift.  He  is  no  lefs  clear  and 
found  in  his  views  of  the  incarnation* ;  ^nd,  in 
general,  notwithftanding  fome  philofophical  adul- 
terations, he  certainly  maintained  all  the  eflentials 
of  the  gofpel. 

The  ufe  of  the  myftic  union  between  the  god- 
head and  manhood  of  Chrift  in  the  warH  pr  re- 
demption, and  in  general  the  fall  and  the  recovery^ 
are  fcarce  held  out  more  inftruftively  by  ^ny 
writer  of  antiquity.  The  learned  reader,  who  has 
a  tafte  for  what  is  peculiarly  chriftian^  will  not  be 
difples^ed  to  fee  a  few  quotations  j;. 

^^  He  united  man  to  God :  For  if  man  had  not 
overcome  the  adverfary  of  man,  the  enemy  could 
not  harve  been  legally  conquered.  And  again,  if 
God  had  not  granted  falvation,  we  Ihould  not 
have  been  put  into  firm  poflefTion  of  it ;  and  if 
man  had  not  been  united  to  God,  he  could  not 
have  been  a  partaker  of  immortality.  ,  It  behove^ 
then  the  Mediator  between  Gpd  and  man,  by  his 
affinity  with  both,  to  bring  both  into  agreement 
with  each  other. 

•  -f-  "  The  all-powerful  Word  of  God,  and  pcrfeft 
in  righreoufnefs,  juftly  fet  himfelf  againft  the 
apoftacy,  rede,eming  his  own  property  from  hind 
rSatan)  not  by  violence,  as  he  bore  rule  over  us 
trom  the  beginning,  infatiably  making  rapine  of 
what  was  not  his  own.  But  the  Lord,  redeeming 
us  with  his  own  blood,  and  giving  his  life  for  our 
life,  and  his  flefh  for  our  fle(b,  effefted  our 
falvation/* 

He 
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He  beautifully  exprcffes  our  recovery  by  a  re- 
capitulation in  Chrift.*  ^*  Our  Lord  would  not 
have  gathered  up  thefe  things  in  himfelf,  had  he 
not  been  made  fle(h  and  blood  according  to  the 
original  creation  of  man,  faving  in  himfelf  in  the 
end  what  had  periflied  in  the  beginning  in  Adam. 
He  therefore  had  fletti  and  blood,  not  of  another 
kind,  but  gathering  into  himfelf  the  very  original 
creation  of  the  Father,  he  fought  that  whicl> 
ivas  loftier 

Undoubtedly  the  intelligent  fcriptural  reader 
will  recollect  the  divine  reafoning  of  the  author  to 
|he  Hebrews  very  fimilar  to  all  this.  And  thofc 
who  fee  how  well  the  views  of  Irenaeus  are  fup- 
ported  by  him,  will  know  how  to  judge  of  the 
Opinions  of  thofe  who  call  this  fcholaftic  theology, 
will  fee  how  accurately  the  primitive  fathers, un- 
(jerftood  and  maintained  the  dodrines  now  deemed 
fanatical,  and  will  obferye  the  propriety  of  being 
zealous  for  chriftian  peculiarities.  Oqe  (hort  quo- 
tation fhall  conclude  this  account  of  the  book  of 
herefies. 

"  The  Word  of  God,  Jefus  Chrift,  on  account 
of  his  immenfe  love,  became  what  we  are,  that  he 
might  make  us  what  he  is." — Book  5,  Preface. 

Of  the  few  fragments  of  this  author  there  is 
nothing  that  fecms  to  deferve  any  particular  atten- 
tion, except  that  of  an  Epiftle  to  Florinus,  whom 
he  had  known  in  early  life,  and  of  whom  he  had 
hoped  better  things  than  thofe  into  which  he  was 
afterwards  feduced.  "  Thefe  doftrines,  fays  he, 
thofe  who  were  Prelbyters  before  us,  thofe  who 
jiad  walked  with  the  Apoftles,  did  not  deliver  to 
you.     For  I  faw  you,  when  I  was  a  boy,  in  the 
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wear  the  PaUkm^  a  more  vulgar  and  ruftic  kind 
of  garment,  as  more  worthy  of  their  religion.  All 
his  writings  betray  the  fame  four,  monadic,  harfh, 
and  fevere  turn  of  mind.  '**  Touch  not,  taftc 
not,  handle  not,''  might  feem  to  have  been  the 
maxims  of  his  religious  condud.  The  Apoftle 
there  warns  chriftians  againft  will-worfhip  and 
voluntary  humility^  and  (hews  that  while  the  flefb 
outwardly  appears  to  be  humbled,  it  is  inwardly 
puffed  up  by  thefe  things,  and  induced  to  forfakc 
the  head,  Chrift  Jefus.  This  fubtil  fpirit  of  felf. 
righteoufnefs  may,  in  all  likelihood,  in  Tcrtul- 
lian's  time,  have  very  much  overfpread  the  Afri- 
tan  church,  or  his  writings  would  fcarce  have  ren- 
dered him  fo  celebrated  amongft  them. 

All  his  religious  ideas  feem  tinged  deeply  with 
the  fame  train  of  thinking ;  his  treatife  of  repen- 
tance is  meagre  and  difmal  throughout,  and  while 
it  enlarges  on  outward  things,  and  recommends 
the  rolling  of  our  bodies  before  the  priefts,  is  very 
(light  on  the  eifential  fpirit  of  repentance  itfelf. 

A  chriftian  foldier  had  refufed  to  wear  a  crown 
of  laurel  which  his  commander  had  given  him  with 
the  reft  of  his  regiment,  was  punifhed  for  it,  and 
Warned  by  the  chriftians  of  thofe  times,  becaufe 
his  conduft  had  a  tendency  to  irritate  needlefsly 
the  reigning  powers.  I  am  apt  to  think  that  he 
might  have  worn  it  as  innocently  as  St.  Paul  com- 
mitted 'himfelf  to  a  ihip  whole  fign  was  Caftor 
and  Pollux.  It  was  a  merely  military  ornament^ 
and  could  no  more  be  faid  to  have  any  connexion 
with  idolatry  than  almoft  every  cuftom  of  civil 
life  muft  have  had  at  that  time.  The  Apoftle,  I 
think,  would  have  accufed  the  foldier  of  difobe-^ 
dience  to  his  lawful  fuperiors,  and  might  have 
referred  chriftians  to  his  own  determination  in  the 

cafe 
♦  Colo£  IX. 


(     303    ) 

cafe  of  eating  things  facrificed  to  idols^  eat  cf  Jkcb 
things  as  they  fet  before  yoUj  ajking  no  queftions  for 
confcience  fake.  But  TertuUian  decides  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  queftion^  and  applauds  tht  difo*^ 
bedience  of  the  foldicr.  His  reafons  are  dilho- 
nourable  to  his  underftanding.  He  owns  that 
there  is  no  fcriptufe  to  be  found  againft  com- 
pliance in  this  cafe.  Tradition  he  thinks  a  fuf- 
ficient  reafon  for  contumacy,  and  then  mentions 
fome  traditional  cuftoms  maintained  in  the  African 
churches,  among  which  the  very  frequent  figning 
of  themfclves  with  the  fign  of  the  crofs  is  one. 

Superftition  had  made,  it  feems,  deep  inroads 
into  Africa.  It  was  rather  an  unpoliflied  region, 
and  much  inferior  to  Italy  in  point  of  civilization. 
Satan's  temptations  are  fuited  to  tempers  and 
fituations.  But  furely  it  was  not  by  fuperftitious 
pradices  that  the  glad  tidings  of  falvation  had 
been  firft  introduced  into  Africa.  There  muft 
have  been  a  deep  decline.  One  of  the  ftrongeft 
proofs  that  the  comparative  value  of  the  chriftian 
religion  in  countries  is  not  to  beeftimated  by  their 
diftance  from  the  apoftolic  a^e,  is  deducible  from 
the  times  of  TertuUian.  If  I  be  fpared  to  pro- 
ceed, we  Ihali  fee  Africa  exhibit  a  much  more 
pleafing  fpeftacle. 

All  this  man's  cafuiftical  determinations  favour 
of  the  fame  afperity.  He  approved  not  of  flight 
in  perfecution,  in  dired):  contradiction  to  our  Sa- 
viour's determination*.  He  takes  notice  of  a 
martyr  named  Rutilius,  who,  having  fled  fcveral 
times  from  place  to  place  to  avoid  perfecution,  and 
faved  himfelf  by  money,  was  fuddenly  fcizcd  and 
carried  before  the  Governor,  when  he  thought 
himfelf  fecure,  and  finiflied  his  martyrdom  by 
fire,  having  undergone  feveral  torments. 

I  had 
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I  had  hiuch  rather  quote  Tertullian  as  ati  hifio-^ 
rian  than  as  a  reafoner.  We  may  make  ufefu! 
tefledtions  on  this  fad^  without  concerning  our* 
jeivcs  with  his  inferences. 

He  difapproved  alfp^  at  lead:  after  his  fepara- 
turn  from  the  churchy  of  fecond  marriages^  and 
tidied  them  adultery.  For  as  he  does  not  appear 
to  have  been  much  acquainted  with  the  depravity^ 
mtfery,  and  imbecillity  of  human  nature,  mofl:  of 
his  precepts  carry  rather  a  ftoical  than  a  chridian 
appearance.  He  was,  in  his  own  nature,  doubt- 
leis  a  man  of  great  natural  fortitude,  and  mod 
probably  of  great  ftrength  of  body,  as  he  li^ed  to 
an  advanced  age.  He  feems  not  to  have  had  any 
thing  of  that  fympathy  with  the  weak  which 
forms  fo  beautiful  a  part  of  the  chriftian  charac* 
tcr.  The  church  in  general  was  not  fevere  enough^ 
according  to  his  ideas  of  difcipline,  yet  it 
mtift  be  confefled  they  were  by  no  means  wanting 
in  that  refpeft.  In  our  licentious  times,  when 
floth  and  diflipation,  the  very  oppofite  extremes 
to  thofe  which  plcafed  the  genius  of  Tertullian,- 
abound,  all  who  love  the  ways  of  Ghrift  regret 
that  difcipline  is  at  io  low  an  ebb. 

The  Montanifts,  whofe  aufteritics  were  extreme, 
and  whofe  enrhufiafm  was  real,  feduced  at  length 
our  fevere  African,  and  he  not  only  joined  them, 
but  wrote  in  their  defence,  and  treated  the  body 
of  chriftians  from  whom  he  feparated  with  much 
contempt.  I  have  the  fatisfaclion  as  yet  to  find, 
that  the  largeft  body  of  chriftians,  fo  called^  was 
the  founded:. 

Tertullian,  we  are  told,  refented  fome  treatmenfc 
which  he  met  with  from  fome  Roman  chriftians. 
But  of  this  I  know  no  particulars ;;  pnly  this  was  faid 
to  have  influenced  his  feceffion  from  the  church/ 
Error,  however,  is  very  inconftant :  He,  in  a  great 
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Itieafurc,  left  the  Montafiifts  afterwards^  and 
formed  a  fed  of  his  own,  called  TercullianKIs, 
who  continued  in  Africa  till  Auguftin's  time,  bf 
whofe  hbours  their  exiftence,  as  a  fe£t,  wat 
brought  to  a  clofe.  The  chaf  after  df  TertulliaH 
is  very  ftrongly  delineated  hj  himfelf  in  his  oWA 
writings.  Had  there  been  any  thing  peculiarly 
chriftian  which  he  had  learnt  from  the  Montanifts^ 
his  works  would  have  (hewn  it ;  but  they  are  all 
of  the  fame  uniformly  fable  complexion;  no^ 
does  he  feem  to  have  improved  in  any  thing  but 
in  icvcrity. 

It  is  but  an  unpleafing  picture  which  truth  has 
obliged  me  to  draw  of  this  man.  One  agreeable 
circumftance  attending  his  hiftory  is  this ;  that  it 
was  not  on  account  of  any  fundamental  error  in 
principle,  that  he  left  the  church.  The  faith  of 
Cbrift,  and  the  praftice  of  real  godlinefs  was  in  it« 
beyond  doubt,  to  a  much  greater  degree  than  iii 
the  heretics  of  thofe  times,  if  it  be  allowed  and 
hoped,  as  it  ought  to  be,  that  fome  good  perfons 
jBiight  be  amongft  them.  The  abilities  of  Tertul- 
lian,  as  an  orator  and  a  fcholar,  are  far  from  being 
contemptible,  and  have  doubtlefs  given  him  a  re- 
putation to  which  his  theological  knowledge  by 
no  means  entitles  him.  Yet  the  man  feems  al- 
ways in  good  earneft,  and  therefore  much  more 
eftimable  than  thoufands  who  would  take  a  plea* 
fure  in  defpifing  him,  while  they  themfelves 
are  covered  with  prophanenefs.  It  is  not  for  us 
to  condemn,  after  all,  a  man  who  certainly  ho^ 
noured  Chrift,  defended  feveral  fundamental  chri- 
ftian do6trines,  took  large  pains  in  fupporting 
whac  he  took  to  be  true  religion,  and  ever  meant 
to  ferve  God.  He  might  even  in  his  latter  days, 
if  not  before^  be  favoured  with  that  humbling  and 
traosfofmiflg  knowledge  of  Chrift  which  nftight  fie 
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him  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  kingdom  of  heaveti. 
Superftition  and  enthuGafm  are  compatible  with 
real  godlinefs;  prophanenefs  is  not  fo.  It  were 
to  be  wilhed,  that  thofc,  who  are  moft  in- 
terefted  in  this  remark,  were  more  difpofed  to 
attend  to  it  than  they  generally  are. 

In  his  treatife  againfl:  Praxeas,  he  appears  to 
have  very  clear  and  found  views  of  the  doftrinc 
of  the  Trinity.  He  fpcaks  of  the  Trinity  in  Unity, 
**  Father,  Son,  ?ind  Holy  Ghoft,  yet  one  God.'* 
He  fpeaks  of  the  Lord  Jefus  as  both  God  and 
man,  fon  of  man  and  fon  of  God,  and  called  Jefus 
Chrift.  He  fpeaks  alfo  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  the 
Comforter,  the  fanftifier  of  the  faith  of  thofc  who 
believe  in  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Spirit.  He 
obferves  that  this  rule  of  faith  had  obtained  from 
the  beginning  of  the  gofpel,  antecedent  to  any 
former  heretics,  much  more  to  Praxeas,  who 
was  of  yeftcrday.  To  thofe  who  know  the  pri- 
mitive  times  I  need  not  fay,  that  TertuUian's  own 
herefy  leflens  not  the  credibility  of  his  teftimony 
to  thefe  things.  His  Montanifm  altered  not  in 
the  leaft  his  view  of  the  Trinity. 

The  herefy  of  Praxeas  confided  in  making  the 
Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Spirit,  all  one  and  the 
fame.  The  diftinftion  of  perfons  in  the  Godhead 
was  denied  by  him.  This  is  no  other  than  what 
has  fince  been  better  known  by  the  name  of  Sa- 
bellianifm.  No  doubt  the  myftery  of  the  Trinity 
is  this  way  removed  ;  but  then  what  becomes  of 
the  Divine  Revelation  itlelf  ?  All  attempts  to  fub- 
vert  the  faith  of  fcripture,  on  this  fubjeft,  labour 
under  the  fame  error,  a  defire  to  accommodate 
Divine  Truths,  which  require  the  fubmiflion  of 
our  reafon,  to  our  narrow  faculties,  and  to  ftrip 
the  Almighty  of  his  Attribute  of  Incomprchen- 
fible.    TertuUian  informs  us  that  Praxeas  firft 
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brought  this  evil  from  Afia  into  the  Roman  worlds 
and  leduced  many,  but  at  lafl:  waiB  confuted  and 
filenced  by  **  an  inftrumcnt  whom  God  pleafed 
to  make  ufe  of,"  a  modeft  periphrafis,  I  appre- 
hend, for  himfelf,  and  the  evil  feemed  eradicated. 
Even  Praxeas  himfelf  had  the  ingenuoufnefs  to 
retra£t  his  miftake,  an4  his  hand-writing  ftill  re- 
mains among  the  natural  men  (fo  Tertuliian  calls 
the  chriftians  in  general  from  whom  he  had  fepa- 
rated)  and  he  no  more  revived  hi§  herefy.  Others 
revived  it  afterwards^  which  occafioned  the  treatife 
whence  I  have  cxtrafted  this  brief  account. 

In  his  Apology,  the  eloquence  and  argumentative 
powers  of  our  author  appear  moft  confpicuous. 
He  refutes^  in  the  ufual  manner,  the  ftale  heathen 
calumnies  of  chriftians  feeding  on  infants.  The 
remarkable  power  of  chriftians  over  daemons  he 
fiates  in  the  fame  manner  as  various  of  the  fathers 
have  done.  *  He  appeals  to  the  confciences  of 
mankind,  and  a  common  praAice  even  among 
idolaters  founded  on  it,  as  a  proof  of  the  unity  of 
the  Godhead.  His  defer iption  is  remarkably 
ftriking.  "  What  God  hath  given,"  was  an  uni- 
Verfal  mode  of  fpeaking.  In  appealing  to  God,  to 
fay,  "  God  fees  it,  and  I  recommend  to  God,  and 
God  will  rcftore  to  me.  O  teftimony  of  the  foul, 
naturally  in  favour  of  chriftianity ;  and  when  men 
fcriouQy  pronounce  thefe  words,  they  look  not  to 
the  Capitol,  but  to  heaven.  For  the  foul  knows 
the  ieac  of  the  living  God,  whence  it  had  its  own 
origin."  I  fcarce  remember  a  finer  obfervation 
made  by  any  author  in  favour  both  of  the  natural 
voice  of  confcience  and  of  the  patriarchal  tradi- 
tion of  true  religion  •,  for  both  may  fairly  be  fup- 
pofed  concerned  in  the  fupporc  of  this  praftice. 
It  (hews  how  difficult  it  was  for  Satan  to  eradicate 
fcntirely  every  vcftige  of  truth;  and  every  Claflical 
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rttaiter  iiiay  obfcrve  hc^  common  it  is  foir  the 
t^agan  Ivriters  to  fpcak  of  God  as  otic,  when  they 
itft  moft  ferious,  and  inftatitly  to  Aide  into  the 
vulgar  Polytherftn  when  they  begin  to  trifle. 

!t  is  a  beautiful  vicl^  of  the  manners  a^d  fpirit 
6f  the  chriftians  of  his  time,  which  this  Apotogy 
exhibfts.  A  few  quotations  may  illuftrate  th^ 
ftrbjefl:,  and  fcrve  to  (hew  what  real  chrrftianity 
does  for  rri^n. 

"  We  pray,  fays  he,  for  the  fafety  of  the  Era- 
Jurors  to  the  eternal  God^  the  true,  the  living 
God,  whom  EmperOrs  themfelves  would  deftre  to 
be  propitious  to  them  above  all  others  who  are 
called  Gods.  We,  looking  up  to  heaven  with 
6ut-ftrdtched  hands,  becaufe  they  are  haritile^ 
with  naked  head,  becaufe  we  are  not  afhamed^ 
i^ifithoUt  a  prompter,  becaufe  we  pray  from  the 
heart,  conftantly  pray  for  all  Emperors,  that  they 
Ittay  have  a  long  life,  a  fec^fe  empire,  a  fafe  houfe, 
ftrong  Armies,  a  faithful  ienate,  a  well- moralized 
people,  a  quiet  ft  ate  of  the  world,  whatever  Cs^far 
would  wifti  for  himfclf  in  his  public  and  private 
capacity.  T  cannot  folicit  thefe  things  from  any 
other  than  from  Him  from  whom,  I  know,  I  ihall 
obtain  them,  becaufe  he  alodS^n  do  thefe  thingSt 
end  I  atii  lie  who  may  expe£t  them  of  him,  being 
his  fervant,  who  worlhip  him  alone,  and  lofc  my 
life  for  his  fervice.  Thus  then  let  the  h6ofs  pierce 
•US,  while  our  hands  are  ftretched  out  to  God,  let 
crofies  fufpend  us,  let  fires  con  fume  us,  -let  fwords 
l^icrce  our  breafts,  let  wild  beafts  trample  on  us, 
ti  praying  chriftian  is  in  a  frame  for  enduring  any 
thing.  A&  in  this  manner,  ye  generoas  rulers  ; 
kill  the  foul  who  fupplicates  God  for  the  Emperor. 
Were  we  difpofcd  to  return  evil  for  evil,  it  were 
^fy  for  us  to  revenge  the  injuries  which  we 
IttfhiiA.    fiut  God  foi^bid  that  hk  people  fhbuld 

vindicate 
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viadicace  themfelves  by  human  fire,  or  be  reluc^ 
cant  to  eodure  tha.t  by  which  their  fincerity  is 
evinced.  Were  we  difpofed  to  aft  the  part,  I 
will  not  fay  of  fccrct  aflaflins,  but  of  open  cne- 
mies,  ihould  we  want  forces  and  numbers  ?  Arc 
wc  not  difpcrfed  through  the  world  ?  It  is  true 
wc  are  but  of  yefterday,  and  yet  we  have  filled 
all  your  places,  cities,  iflands,  caftles,  boroughs, 
counfels,  camps,  courts,  palaces,  fenate,  foriim. 
Wc  leave  you  only  your  temples.  To  what  war 
Ihould  we  not  be  ready  and  well  prepared,  even 
though  unequal  in  numbers,  we  who  die  with  fp 
much  pleafure  ?  were  it  not  that  our  religion  re-, 
miircs  us  rather  to  fuflTer  death  than  to  inflift  it. 
Were  wc  to  make  a  general  feceflion  from  your  do- 
minions, you  would  be  aftoniihed  at  your  folitude. 

We  are  dead  to  all  ideas  of  honour  and  dignity; 
nothing  is  more  foreign  to  us  than  political  con- 
cerns.    The  whole  world  is  our  republic. 

We  are  a  body  united  in  one  bond  of  religion, 
difcipline,  and  hope.  Wc  meet  in  our  aflTemolies 
for  prayer.  We  are  compelled  to  have  recourfc 
to  the  Divine  Oracles  for  caution  and  recplleftion 
on  all  occafions.  We  nourifh  our  faith  by  the  * 
Word  of  God,  we  ereft  our  hope,  we  fix  our  con- 
fidence, we  ftrengthen  our  difcipline  by  repeatedly 
inculcating  precepts,  exhortations,  correftions, 
and  excommunication,  when  it  is  needful.  This 
laft,  as  being  in  the  fight  of  God,  is  of  great 
weight,  and  is  a  (Irong  prejudice  bf  the  future 
judgment,  if  any  behave  in  fo  fcandalous  a  manner 
as  to  be  debarred  from  holy  communion.  Thofe 
who  prefide  among  us  are  elderly  perfons,  not 
diftinguilhed  for  opulence,  but  worth  of  charaftcr. 
Every  one  pays  into  the  public  cheft  once  a 
month,  or  when  he  pleafe$,  and  according  to  his 
ability  and  inclination >  for  there  is  no  compulfion. 

U  3  Thcfe 
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Thefe  are,  as  it  were,  the  dcpofits  of  piety. 
Hence  we  relieve  and  bury  the  needy,  fupport 
orphans  and  decrepid  perfons,  thofe  who  have  fuf- 
iftred  Ihipwrcck,  and  thofe  who,  for  the  Word  of 
Cod,  arc  condemned  to  the  mines,  or  imprifon- 
ment.  This  very  charity  of  ours  has  caufed  us  to 
be  noticed  by  fome  •,  fee,  fay  they,  how  they  love 
one  another.** 

He  afterwards  takes  notice  of  the  extreme  rea- 
dinefs  with  which  chriftians  paid  the  taxes  to  go- 
yernment,  in  oppofition  to  the  fpirit  of  fraud  and 
deceit,  with  which  fo  many  afted  in  thefe  matters. 
But  I  muft  not  enlarge  •,  the  reader  may  form  an 
idea  of  the  purity,  integrity,  heavenly-mindcdnefs, 
and  paflivcnefs  under  mjuries,  for  which  the  firft 
chriftians  were  fo  juftly  renowned.  The  cfFeft  of 
that  glorious  efFufion  of  the  Divine  Spirit  in  ex- 
ternal things  was  the  production  of  this  meek  and 
charitable  conduft,  and  every  evidence  that  can  be 
defired  is  given  to  evince  the  truth  of  this  account. 
The  *  confefiion  of  enemies  unites  here  with  the 
relations  of  friends. 

I  ftiall  clofe  the  account  of  TertuUian  with  a 
few  fads  taken  from  his  Addrefs  to  Scapula,  the 
perfecuring  governor,  without  any  remarks. 

*'  Claudius  Herminianus,  in  Cappadocia,  vexed 
becaufe  his  wife  was  become  a  chriftian,  cruelly 
treated  the  chriftians.  Being  eaten  with  worms, 
let  no  one,  fays  he,  know  it,  left  the  chriftians  re- 
joice. Afterwards  knowing  his  error,  becaufe  he 
had  by  force  of  torments  caufed  fome  to  abjure 
chriftianity,  he  died  almoft  a  chriftian  himfelf.         ' 

Xincius  Severus,  at  Thiftrum,  himfelf  taught 
chriftians  how  to  anfwer  fo  as  to  obtain  their 
difmiffion. 

Afpe^. 

V  See  the  foregoing  account  of  Peregrinus,  page  a66. 
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"^  Afpcr  having  moderately  tortured  a  perfon  and 
brought  him  to  fubmit,  would  not  compel  him  to 
facriiice,  having  before  declared  among  the  advo- 
cates, that  he  was  vexed  that  he  had  any  thing  to 
do  with  fuch  a  caufe. 

The  Emperor  Severus  himfelf  was  in  one  part 
of  his  life  kind  to  the  chriftians.  Proculus,  a 
chriftian,  had  cured  him  of  a  diforder  by  the  ufe 
of  oil,  and  he  kept  him  in  his  palace  to  his  death, 
a  perfon  well  known  to  Caracalla  the  fucceifor  of 
Severus,  whofe  nurfe  was  a  chriftian.  Even  per- 
fons  of  the  higheft  quality,  of  both  fexes,  Severus 
protected  and  commended  openly  againft  the 
raging  populace. 

Arrius  Antoninus,  in  Afia,  perfecuting  vehe- 
mently, all  the  chriftians  of  the  ftate,  prefented 
themfelves  in  a  body,  and  he,  leading  a  few  to 
death,  difmiffed  the  reft,  faying,  *'  If  you  want  to 
flie,  wretched  men,  ye  may  find  precipices  and 
halters." 


CHAP.     III. 


PANTiENUS. 


ONE  of  the  moft  refpeftable  cities  within  the 
precindts  of  the  Roman  empire  was  Alexan- 
dria the  metropolis  of  Egypt.  Here  the  gofpel 
had  been  planted  by  St.  Mark,  and  from  the  con- 
fiderable  fuccefs  which  had  attended  it  in  moft 
capital  towns,  it  is  probable  that  many  were  con- 
verted. But  of  the  firft  paftors  of  this  church, 
and  of  the  work  of  God  among  them,  we  have  no 
account.  Our  more  diftinft  information  begins 
with  what   is  evil.    The  Platonic  Philofophers 

ruled 
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jnikd  th«  tafltc  of  thrs  city,  which  piqued  it^ 
felf  on  its  fuperior  erudition.  Ammonius  Saccas 
had,  as  we  have  feen,  reduced  there  the  notions 
^  the  learned  into  a  fyftem,  which  prcteaded  to 
embrace  all  forts  of  fentiments,  and  his  fucceflbrs 
'for  fevcral  ages  followed  his  plan.  We  are  toW, 
that  from  St.  Mark'^  time,  a  chriftian  catechetical 
fchool  was  fupported  here.  Whether  it  be  fo  or 
fiot,  Pantagnus  is  the  firft  matter  of  it  of  whcoi 
we  have  any  account.  It  (hould  feem  from  a  paf* 
fage  of  Eufebius,  *  that  he  was  an  Hebrew  by 
defcent.  He  had  by  tradition  th«  true  doftrine, 
received  from  Peter,  James,  John,  and  Paul  \ 
and  no  doubt  he  deferved  this  teftimony  of  Euie- 
bius,  notwithftanding  the  unhappy  mi3?tgrc  of 
philofophy  which  he  imbibed  in  this  region,  For 
Fantacnus  was  very  much  addifted  to  the  fcft  of 
|he  Stoics,  a  fort  of  romantic  pretenders  to  per^ 
feftion,  which  doftrine  flattered  human  pride, 
but  was  furcly  ill  adapted  to  our  natural  imbecility 
and  the  views  of  innate  depravity.  The  com- 
bination of  this  with  chriftianity  miift  have 
debafed  the  Divine  doftrine  very  much  in  the  fyf- 
tem  cf  Pantjcnus ;  and  though  his  inftrudions 
clouded  the  light  of  the  gofpel  ampng  thofe  whQ 
were  difpofed  implicitly  to  follow  his  diftates, 
yet  it  is  not  improbable,  but  that  many  of  the 
fimple  and  illiterate  chriftians  there  might  happily 
efcape  the  infcftion,  and  prefer ve,  unadulterated, 
the  genuine  fimplicity  of  the  faith  of  Chrift. 
The  bait  of  reafoning  pride  lies  more  in  the  way 
of  the  learned,  and  in  all  ages  they  are  more  proi^ 
to  fnatch  at  it. 

Pantaenus  always  retained  the  title  of  the  Stoic 
Philofopher,  after  he  had  been  admitted  to  eminent 
employments  in  the  Chriftian  church  J.     For  ten 

years 
*  B.  5:  C.  zo.  }  Gate's  Life  ef  FantaiaM. 
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the  office  of  Ca- 
that  defined  him» 


years  he  laborioufly  difcharged 

techiftf  and  freely  taught  all 

whereas  the  fchool  of  his  predcc€0brs  had  been 

more  private. 

Some  Indian  Am  baflTadors  (from  what  part  of  In- 
dia th<fy  came,  it  is  not  cafy  to  determine)  in  treated 
Demefrius,  then  Bifhop  of  Alexandria,  to  fend 
them  fome  worthy  perfon  to  preach  the  faith  m 
their  country,  Pant^nui  was  fixed  on  as  the  per- 
fon, and  the  hardships  he  muft  have  endured  in  ic 
were  doubtlcis  great.  But  there  were  at  that  time 
*  many  Evangelifts,  who  had  the  Apollolical 
fpirit  to  propagate  the  faith  ac  the  hazard  of  their 
lives.  And  as  Pantsenus  very  freely  complied 
with  this  call,  we  have  here  one  of  the  bed  proofs 
of  his  being  poflefled  of  the  fpirit  of  the  gofpd. 
His  labours  among  ignorant  Indians,  where  nei- 
ther fame,  nor  eafe,  nor  profit  were  attainable, 
appear  to  me  much  more  fubftantial  proofs  of  his 
godlinefs,  than  hi^  catechetical  employments  at 
Alexandria  could  be.  The  former  would  oblige 
him  ro  attend  chiefly  to  chriftian  fundamentals, 
an4  could  afford  little  opportunity  of  indulging 
I  he  philofophic  fpirit.  We  are  told  he  found  in 
India  the  Gofpel  of  St*  Matthew,  which  had  been 
carried  thither  by  the  Apoftle  Bartholomew,  who 
had  firft  preached  amongft  them,  t  mention  this, 
but  much  doubt  the  truth  of  it.  Of  the  particu- 
lar fuccefs  of  his  labours  we  have  no  account ;  but 
he  lived  to  return  to  Alexandria,  and  refumed  his 
trarechetical  office.  He  died  not  long  after  the 
commencement  of  the  third  century*  He  ufed 
to  inftruft  more  by  word  than  by  writing.  Some 
Commentaries  on  the  Scriptures  are  all  that  arc 
mentioned  is  his,  and  of  them  not  a  fragment 
remains. 

Candour, 
*  £uy>.  1.  ji  C.  p. 
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Candour,  I  think,  requires  us  to  look  on  him  as 
9  fincere  chriftian,  whofe  fruicfulnefs  was  yet  very 
much  checked  by  that  very  philofophy  for  which 
Eufebius  fo  highly  commends  him.  A  blading 
wind  it  furely  was,  but  it  did  not  intirely  deftroy 
chriftian  vegetation  in  all  whom  it  infe6ted.  Be« 
hold  now  his  Difciple,  from  whom  we  may  fee 
more  clearly  what  the  Matter  was,  becaufe  we 
have  more  evidence  concerning  him.  But  the 
chriftian  reader  is  prepared  tp  expeft  a  declenfion 
}n  di^ne  things,  in  the  ftate  of  the  church  before  us. 


CHAP.     IV, 


CLEMENS    ALEXANDRINUS. 


HE  was,  by  his  own  confeffion,  a  fcholar  of 
Pantsenus,  and  of  the  fame  philofophical 
caft  of  mind.  He  was  of  the  Ecleftic  feft.  It  is 
fincerely  to  be  regretted  that  Clemens  had  any 
acquaintance  with  them  •,  fo  far  as  he  mixed  chri- 
ftianity  with  their  notions,  fo  far  he  tarnifhed  it, 
and  by  his  zeal,  activity,  learning,  and  reputation, 
at  the  fame  time  that  he  taught  many,  he  clouded 
the  light  of  the  gofpel  among  thofe,  who  yet  in 
fundamentals  were  profited  by  his  inftrudtion. 
Hear  how  he  defcribes  himfelf :  ♦  «  I  efpoufe  not 
this  or  that  philofophy,  not  the  Stoic,  nor  the 
Platonic,  nor  the  Epicurean,  nor  that  of  Ariftotle; 
but  whatever  any  of  thefe  fefts  had  faid,  that  was 
fit  and  juft,  that  taught  righteoufnefs  with  a  divine 
and  religious  knowledge,  felefting  all  this  I  call 
it  philofophy." 

It 
^  Strom.  L.  z.    See  Cave's  Life  of  Clemens. 


I 


I 


I 


I 


(  315  ) 

It  is  evident  from  hence,  that  from  the  timo 
that  this  philofophizing  fpirit  had  entered  into  the 
church,  through  Juftin^  it  had  procured  to  itfelf 
a  refped  to  which  its  merit  no  way  intiiled  it. 
What  is  there  even  c^  good  Ethics  in  all  the  phi- 
lalbpIiLrs,  which  Clement  might  not  have  learnt 
in  the  New  Teftamcnt,  and  much  more  perfeftly, 
and  without  the  danger  of  pernicious  adultera- 
tions ?  Doubtlefs  many  valuable  purpofes  are  a^- 
fwered  by  an  acquaintance  with  thefe  writers  j 
but  to  diftatc  to  us  in  religion,  Clement  fhould 
have  known,  was  no  part  of  thetr  bufinefs :  that 
**  the  world  by  wtfdom  knew  not  God,'*  and  "  be- 
ware of  philofophy/'  The  chriftian  world  was 
now  gradually  learning  to  negle(5t  chefe  cautions, 
and  Divine  knowledge  is  certainly  much  too  high  a 
term  for  any  human  doftrine  whatever. 

He  fuccecded  his  matter  Pantsenus  in  the  ca- 
techetical fchool,  and  under  him  were  bred  the 
famous  Origen,  Alexander  Bifhop  of  Jerufalem, 
and  other  eminent  men,  I  am  forry  to  hear  him 
fay,  that  as  the  hufbandman  firft  waters  the  foil, 
and  then  cafts  in  his  feed,  (the  Egyptian  ideas  of 
agriculture  are  plainly  before  him)  fo  the  notions 
he  derived  out  of  the  writings  of  the  Gentiles 
jerved  firft  to  water  and  foften  the  earthy  parts  of 
the  foul,  that  the  fpi ritual  feed  might  be  the  better 
caft  in,  and  take  vital  root  in  the  minds  of  men. 

This  certainly  is  not  a  chriftian  dialeft,  nor  did 
the  Apoftles  place  Gentile  philofophy  in  the  foun- 
dation, nor  believe  at  all  chat  it  would  allift  in 
railing  the  fuperftru&ure  of  chriftiantty.  On  the 
contrary^  they  looked  on  philofophical  religion  as 
lb  much  rubbifli  j  but  in  all  ages  the  blandilh- 
ments  of  ^lere  reafon  deceive  us,  *^vain  man  would 
^e  wife:' 

Befides 
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BcAdfs  the  office  of  C^tecbift,  he  was  mtde 
Prefbycer  ia  the  church  of  Akxandria.  During 
the  pcrfecution  under  Scvcrus,  moft  probably,  he 
vifited  the  Eaft»  and  had  a  peculiar  intimacy  with 
Alcxanlder  Biflxop  of  Jeruwjem.  He  appears  to 
have  been  a  holy  man,  and  flSfTered  impriionment 
for  the  faiths  and  in  that  Situation  wrote  a  letter 
to  the  church  of  Antioch,  which  was  carried  by 
Clemens,  Something  of  the  fpirit  of  chriftianitjr 
appears  in  the  fragment  of  this  letter.  **  Alexan- 
der, a  fervant  of  God,  and  aprifoner  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
to  the  ble0ed  church  at  Antioch,  in  the  Lorc^ 
greeting;.  Our  Lord  has  n^de  my  bonds,  in  thia 
time  or  my  imprifonment,  light  and  eafy  to  o^e  ^ 
while  I  underftood  that  Afclepiades,  a  perfon  ad- 
mirably qualified  by  his  eminency  in  the  faith,  wa3 
by  Divine  Providence  become  Bifliop  of  your  holy 
church  of  Antioch.  Thefe  letters,  brethren,  I 
have  fent  you  by  Clemens  the  blefled  Prefbyter,  a 
plan  of  approved  integrity,  whom  ye  both  do  al-^ 
ready  and  fhall  (lill  further  know ;  who  having 
been  here  with  us  according  to  the  good  will  oT 
God,  hath  much  eftablifhed  and  augmented  the 
church  of  Chrift.'*  From  Jerufalem  Clemens 
went  to  Antioch,  and  afterwards  returned  to  his 
charge  at  Alexandria.  The  time  of  his  death  i^ 
uncertain. 

The  philofophy,  to  which  he  was  fo  much  adr 
didted,  would  naturally  darken  his  views  of  fome 
of  the  moft  precious  truths  of  the  gofpel:  particu- 
larly the  doClrine  of  juftification  by  faith  in  Jefqs 
Chrift  will  always  fuffer  from  this  connexion,  the 
philofophers  knowing  no  religion  but  what  is  in- 
fufed.  There  is  doubtlefs  good  proof  of  the  fojid 
piety  of  this  learned  man.  Little  is  known  of  his 
liFe.  But  a  more  complete  idea  may  be  formed 
of  his  religious  tafte  and  fpirit  by  a  few  quotations. 

His 
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:is  exhortations  *  to  the  Gentiles  is  a  difcourfc 
wricicn  to  convert  the  Pagans  from  their  religion* 
and  perfuade  them  to  embrace  that  of  Jcfui 
Chrift,  In  the  beginning  of  it  he  Ihews  what 
difference  there  is  between  the  defign  of  Jcfus 
Chrift,  and  that  of  Orpheus,  and  thofe  ancient 
muficlans  who  were  the  firft  authors  of  idolatry, 
by  telling  a^,  that  thefe  drew  in  men  by  their  Ring- 
ing and  the  fweetnefs  of  their  mufic^  to  render 
them  miicrabk  Daves  to  idols,  and  to  make  them 
like  the  very  beafts,  and  (locks,  and  Hones  whom 
they  adored.  **  Whereas  Jefys  Chrift,  who  from 
all  cterni^ty  was  the  Word  of  God,  always  had  a 
companionate  tenderncfs  for  men,  and  at  la  ft  took 
their  nature  upon  him,  to  free  them  from  the 
flavery  of  Daemons,  to  open  the  eyes  of  the  blind, 
and  the  ears  of  the  deaf,  to  guide  their  paths  in 
the  way  of  dghtcoufnefs,  to  deliver  them  from 
death  and  hell,  and  to  beftow  on  them  everlafting 
life,  and  to  put  them  into  a  capacity  of  living  an 
heavenly  life  here  upon  earth  j  and,  laftly,  that 
God  made  himlelf  man  to  teach  man  to  be  like 
unto  God/*  He  fhews  them,  that  eternal  falvation 
cannot  otherwlfe  beexpeded,  and  that  crernai  tor- 
ments cannot  otherwife  be  avoided,  but  by  believ- 
ing in  Jefus  Chrift^  and  by  living  conformably  to 
his  laws.  **  If  you  were  permitted,'*  fays  he,  "  to 
porchale  eternal  lalvatian,  what  would  you  not  give 
for  it  ?  And  now  you  may  obtain  it  by  faith  and 
love,  there  is  nothing  can  hinder  you  from  ac- 
quiring it,  neither  poverty,  nor  mifery,  nor  old 
age,  nor  any  ftate  of  life.  Believe,  therefore,  in 
one  God,  who  is  God  and  man,  and  receive  eter- 
nal falvation  for  a  recompcnce.  Seek  God»  and 
you  fliall  live  for  ever," 

The 
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The  candid  chriftian  fees  that  the  fundamedtal^ 
bf  the  gofpel  are  here  laid  down,  as  one  might  cx- 
pc6k  in  a  difcourfe  of  this  nature,  though  not  in 
the  clearcft  and  happieft  manner.  *  In  hiar 
Paedagogue  he  defcribes  the  word  incarnate  as  the 
inftruftor  of  men  -,  that  he  performs  his  fundtions 
by  forgiving  our  fins  as  he  is  God,  and  by  in- 
ftrufting  us  as  he  is  man,  with  great  fweetnefe 
and  love;  tho*  he  equally  inftrufts  all  forts,  be- 
caufe  all  are  children  in  one  fenfe.  Yet  we  muft 
not  look  on  chriftian  do£trines  as  childifh  and 
t:ontemptible :  on  the  contrary,  the  quality  of 
children  which  they  receive  in  baptifm  J  renders 
them  perfcft  in  the  knowledge  of  Divine  things,' 
by  delivering  them  from  fins  by  grace,  and  en- 
lightening them  with  the  illumination  of  faith  3 
fo  that  we  are  at  the  fame  time  both  children  and 
men  ;  and  the  milk  with  which  we  are  nourifhedv  • 
being  both  the  word  and  will  of  God,  is  very  folid 
and  fubftantial  nourifliment/*  Here  feem  to  be 
fome  of  his  beft  ideas  of  chriftianity. 

In  his  Stromata  he  fpeaks  with  his  ufual  par- 
tiality in  favour  of  philofophy,  and  (hews  the  ef- 
fcft  his  regard  for  it  had  on  his  own  mind,  Jby 
faying  that  faith  is  God's  gift,  but  fo  as  to  depend 
on  our  own  free  will.  His  account  of  the  pcrfeft 
chriftian,  whom  he  calls  Gnofticus,  rs  fullied  by 
ftoical  rhapfodies  -f.  "  He  is  never  angry,  and 
nothing  afFefts  him:  becaufe  he  always  loves  God, 
he  will  look  upon  that  time  as  lolt  which  he  is 

obliged 

♦  Du  Pitt. 

X  Or  regeneration.  The  outward  fign  and  the  inward  fpiritual 
grace,  on  account  of  their  ufual  connection  in  the  primitive  chYirch» 
are  ufed  as  fynoniroous  by  a  number  of  primitive  writers,  whicki  bai 
Vfthappily  given  occafion  to  one  of  the  word  abufes,  from  thofe  vho* 
place  all  grace  in  form  and  ceremony  only.         / 
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obliged  to  fpend  in  receiving  nourilhmcnt,  he  i* 
employed  in  continual  and  mental  prayer.  He  is 
mild,  affable,  patient,  but  at  the  fame  time  fo 
rigid  as  not  to  be  tempted,  neither  giving  way  to 

glcafure  nor  pain.**  But  enough  of  thefe  views. 
feudo-religionifts  have  Gnce  his  time  dealt  largely 
in  thefe  reveries,  fo  inconfiftent  with  that  humbling 
fenfe  of  imbecility,  and  that  fincere  conflift  againft 
the  Gn  of  our  nature,  which  is  peculiarly  chri- 
ftian.  In  truth,  if  his  knowledge  of  chriftian 
doftrine  was  defeftive  anv  where,  it  lay  in  the 
point  of  original  fin.  Of  this  his  philofophers 
knew  nothing  aright  -,  and  it  muft  be  owned  he 
fpeaks  of  it  in  a  confufed  manner  at  leaft.  On 
the  whole,  fuch  is  the  baneful  effedt  of  mixing 
things  which  will  not  incorporate,  human  inven- 
tions with  chriftian  truth,  that  this  writer,  learned, 
laborious,  and  ingenious  as  he  was,  in  the  fubjeft 
of  real  chriftian  knowledge  and  in  the  experience 
of  divine  things,  according  to  the  light  of  fcripture, 
may  feem  to  be  far  exceeded  by  many  obfcure  and 
illiterate  perfons  at  this  day  :  his  being  a  truly 
pious  perlbn,  in  the  main,  is  no  objedtion  to  this 
account  ;  it  only  demonftrates,  in  a  ftronger 
manner,  the. danger  of  admitting  the  peftilent 
fpirit  of  human  felf-fufficiency  to  diftate  in  chri- 
ftian religion. 


CHAP.     V. 

THE  AFFAIRS  OF  THE  CHURCH  DURING  THE  REIGNS 
OF  SEVERUS  AND  CARACALLA. 

THE  lives  of  the  four  perfons,  we  have  reviewed, 
feem  proper  to  be  prefixed  to  the  general 
iiUtory  of  the  third  century,  partly  becaufe  they 

were 
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wertf  ftudious  meni  not  very  much  conneA^  with 
the  publk  ftate  of  chriftianity;  and  partly  beeaufc 
their  views  and  tafte  in  religion  being  known^ 
may  prepare  the  reader  to  expedt  that  unhappy 
mixture  of  philofophical  (elf-righteoufnefs  and  fu- 
perftition^  which  much  clouded  the  light  t>f  the 
gofpel  in  this  century. 

SeveruSy  though  in  his  jrounser  days^  it  (hould 
iecmt  a  bitter  perfccutor  of  chrilVians  at  Lyons^ 
was  yet)  through  the  influence  of  the  kindnefs 
which  he  had  received  from  Proculus,  favourably 
difpofed  toward  the  chriftians.  It  was  not  till 
about  the  tenth  year  of  his  reign,  which  falls  in 
with  the  year  two  hundred  and  two,  that  his  native 
ftrocity  of  temper  brake  out  afrefh,  in  kindling  a 
very  fevere  perfecution  againft  the  chriftians.  He 
was  juft  returned  vidtorious,  from  the  Eaft,  againft 
Niger,  and  the  pride  of  profperity  induced  him  to 
foroid  the  propagation  of  the  gofpel.  Chriftians 
ftiU  thought  it  right  to  obey  God  rather  than  manJ 
Scverus  would  be  obeyed,  and  exercifed  the  ufual 
cruelties.  The  perfecution  raged  every  where, 
but  particularly  at  Alexandria.  From  various 
parts  of  Egypt  the  chriftians  were  brought  thither 
aofufier,  and  expired  in  torments.  Of  this  number 
was  Leonidas,  father  of  the  famous  Origen ;  he  was 
beheaded,  and  left  his  fon  very  young«  Our  au- 
thor *  fclefts  from  the  letters  and  narrations  of 
his  friends  fome  account  of  him,  which  it  will  be 
proper  to  take  from  his  own  narrative. 

Laetus  was  at  that  time  Governor  of  Alexan-* 
dria  and  the  reft  of  Egypt,  and  Demetrius  was 
juft  eleAed  Biftiop  of  the  chriftians  in  that  city. 
Great  numbers  now  fufFering  martyrdom,  young 
Origen  panted  for  the  honour,  and  needlefsly  ex- 
pofed  himfelf  to  danger.     His  mother  checked 

hia 
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h|»  (imprudent  zeal  at  firft  by  earneft  entreaties  i 
b||(  perceiving  that  he  (till  was  bent  on  fuffering 
with  his  father,  who  at  that  time  was  clofely  con- 
fi^d,  flie  very  properly  exercifed  her  motherly 
aatliority  by  confining  him   to  the  houfe,   and 
hiding  from  him  all  his  appareU     The  veheoKnt 
fpirit  of  Origen  prompted  him,  when  he  could  do 
bOChing  elfe,  to  write  a  letter  to  his  father^  ia 
tvhicb  he  thus  exhorted  him,  ^'  Father,  faint  not» 
imd  don't  be  concerned  on  our  account.'^  He  had 
kten  carefully  trained  in  the  ftudy  of  the  fcrip>: 
tores  under  the  infpeftion  of  his  pious  father^ 
who^  together  with  the  ftudy  of  the  liberal  arts,' 
hid. particularly  fuperintended  this  mod  important 
t>trc  of  education.    Even  before  he  fufiered  him 
10  be  exercifed  in  profane  learning,  he  inftrufted 
him  in  fcripture,  and  gave  him  daily  a  certaia 
taflc  out  of  it  to  repeat.     The  penetrating  genius 
of  Origen  led  him,  in  the  courfe  of  his  employ- 
ment, to  invefligate  the  fenfe  of  fcripture^  and  to 
aik  his  father  queftions  beyond  his  ability  to  folve. 
The  father  checked  his  curiofity,   reminded  him 
of  his  imbecility,  and  admonifhed  him  to  be  con- 
tent with  the  plain  grammatical  fenfe  of  fcripture, 
which  obvioufly  offered  itfelf ;  but  inwardly  re- 
joiced, it  feems,  that  God  had  given  him  fuch  a 
fon.     And  it  would  not  have  been  amifs,  had  he 
rejoiced  with  trembling ;  perhaps  he  did  fo,  and 
Origen's  early  lofs  of  fuch  a  father,  who  probably 
#as  more  fimple  in  chriftian  faith  and  piety  than 
he  himfelf  ever  was,  might  be  ^n  extreme  difad- 
vantage  to  him.     Youths  of  great  and  uncommon 
parts,  accompanied,  as  is  generally  the  cafe,  with 
much  ambition  and  boundlefs  curiofity,  have  often 
been  the  inilruments  of  Satan  in  perverting  Divine 
truth ',  and  it  is  not  fo  much  attended  to  as  it 
ought  to  be  by  many  truly  pious  and  humble 
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fouls,  thar  the  fiipenor  eminence  of  youths,  whom 
they  refpeft,    in  parts  and  good  fenfe,    is  by  no 

I  means  a  prognoftic  of  the  like  fup^riority  in  real 
fpiritual  knowledge  and  dilcernment  in  Divine 
things.     Men  of  genius,  if  they  meet  with  en- 

Icouragement,  will  be  fure  to  dillinguifh  them- 
ielves  in  whatever  line  of  life  they  move.  But 
perfons  even  of  remarkable  endowments,  though 

.  fincerc  in  chriftianity,  may  not  only  in  the  praftice, 
but  even  in  the  perceptton  of  gofpel-truths^  be 

[far  oiu-ftripped  by  others  who  are  naturally  much 

[their  inferiors^  becaufe  the  latter  are  by  no  means 

|fo  expofed  to  the  crafts  of  Satan,  arc  not  fo  liable 
to  be  warped,  in  their  judgments,  from  chriftian 
Iimplicity,  arc  more  apt  to  look  for  underftand- 
ing  from  abovcj  and  are  Icfs  difpofed  to  lean  to  an 
arm  of  flefli. 

We  fcem  to  dhcover,  in  the  very  beginning  of 
Origen,  the  foundation  of  that  prefumptuous  fpirit 
which  led  him  afterwards  to  philofophi2e  fo  dan- 

.geroufly  in  chriftian  religion,  never  to  content 
himfeJf  with  plain  truths  but  to  hunt  after  fome- 
thing  lingular  and  extraordinary,   though  it  mull 

,  be  acknowledged  his  fincere  defire  of  ferving  God 
appeared  from  early  life*,  nor  does  it  ever  fcem  to 
have  forfaken  him,  fo  that  he  may  be  confidered 

j  ds  having  been  a  child  of  God  from  early  years* 
His  father  dying  a  martyr,   he  was  left  an  or- 

tphan,  aged  fcventecn  years,  with  his  mother  and 
other  children,  fix  in  number.  His  father's  fub- 
flancc  being  confifcated  by  the  Emperor,  the  fa- 

'  jnily  was  reduced  to  great  diftrcfs.     But  Provi- 

^dence  gave  him  a  friend  in  a  rich  and  godly  ma- 
tron, who  yet  fupportcd  in  her  houfc  a  certain 
perfon  of  Antioch,   who  was   noted  for  herefy, 

^  We  cannot  at  this  diftance  alfign  her  motives  for 
this  ^   but  Origen,  thgugh  obliged  to  be  in  his 

company 
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tompany,  ct>uld  not  be  prevailed  on  to  joia 
in  prayer  with  him.  He  now  vigoroufly  applied 
himielf  to  the  improvement  of  his  underftandingj 
and  having  no  more  work  at  fchool^  it  fcems,  be- 
caufe  he  foon  acquired  all  the  learning  his  mafter 
could  give  him,  and  finding  that  the  bufinefs  of 
catechizing  was  deferred  at  Alexandria^  becaufe  of 
the  pcrfccution,  he  undercook  the  work  him* 
felf,  and  feveral  Gentiles  came  to  hear  him  and 
became  his  Difciples.  He  was  now  in  his 
eighteenth  year,  and  in  the  heat  of  the  perfecu- 
tion  diftinguifhed  himlelf  by  his  attachment  to 
the  Martyrs,  not  only  thofe  of  his  acquaintance^ 
but  in  general  thofc  who  fuffered  for  chriftianity* 
He  vifit^d  fuch  of  them  as  were  fettered  in  deep 
dungeons  and  clofc  imprifonment,  and  was  prefcnt 
with  them  even  after  their  condemnation,  boldly 
attending  them  to  the  place  of  execution*  to  the 
great  peril  of  his  own  life,  openly  embracing  and 
laluting  them,  and  was  once  in  imminent  danger  of 
being  Itoned  to  death  on  this  account.  This 
danger  of  his  was  often  repeated,  infomuch  thar' 
foldiers  were  commanded  to  watch  about  his  houfe^ 
becaufe  of  the  multitudes  that  crowded  thither  for 
inftruftion.  As  the  perfecution  daily  prevailed, 
it  feemed  however  impoITible^  humanly  fpeaking, 
for  him  to  efcapc  :  he  could  no  longer  pafs  fafely 
through  the  ftreets  of  Alexandria  j  but  often 
changing  lodgings,  he  was  every  where  purfued, 
yet  his  inftruftions  had  great  efFeft,  and  his  zeal 
incited  numbers  to  attend  to  chrirtianity^ 

The  charge  of  the  fchool  was  now,  by  Deme- 
trius the  Bifhop,  committed  to  him  alone,  and  he 
converted  it  wholly  into  a  fchool  of  religious 
inftruftion,  maintaining  himfelf  by  the  fale  of  the 
profane  books  which  he  had  been  wont  to  ftudy* 
Thus  he  lived  many  years,  an  amazing  monumenc 
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at  once  of  induflry  and  felf-denid.  Notonly  tko 
day,  but  the  greater  part  of  the  night  was  devioted 
to  religious  ftudy,  and  he  pra^fedj' with  Ucarai 
cdnfcientioufnefs,  our  Lord's  nilesi  of  liot  fca^ing 
two  coats,  nor*  fhoes^  nor  providing  £air  futuritjr* 
He  was  familiar  with  cold,  nakednefe,  ^ndi  pdrerty^ 
offended  many  by  his  lanwilUhgnefs  t6  •  reddve 
their  gratuities,  and  lived  many  yc£U%  wstHcxtctho 
ufc  of  (hoes,  abftained  from  wind,-  and  iivcd  fo 
abftemioufly  as  to  endanger  hiB  lifis.  Many^.iiim-r 
tated  his  exceflSvc  auftcritics ;  they  were  atthaf 
time  honoured  with  the  name  *of  Philofophcrs^ 
and  fbme  of  his  followers  patiently  iwffibrcki 
niartyrdom.  <  ^  r 

I  ftate  fads  as  I  find  them<)  a  ftrongfpirit  taf 
ielf-righteoufnefs,  meeting  with  a  fecret  ambStiwi^ 
too  fubtil  to  be  perceived  by  hiim  who  is  th^  dope 
6f  it^' and  fupported  by  a  natural  fortitude  of 
mind,  and  the  adive  exertion  of  great  talents,  iuth 
enabled  many  in  external  things  to  feem  fuperiot 
in  piety  to  men  of  real  humility  and  fdf-difiididnoe^ 
who,  penetrating  more  happily  into  the  genius  of 
the  Gofpel,  by  the  cxercife  of  faith  in  the  Son  of 
God,  and  that  genuine  charity  which  is  its  fruity 
are  led  into  a  courfe  of  conduA  le(s  dazzling  in* 
deed,  but  much  more  agreeable  to  the  Gofpel. 
One  cannot  form  an  high  idea  of  the  folid  jikI^ 
ment  of  thefe  Alexandrian  chriftians?  Were  there 
none  of  the  elder  and  more  experienced  chriftians 
there,  who  were  capable,  with  meeknefs  of  wifdom, 
to  corred  the  exuberances  of  this  zealous  youth, 
and  to  have  fhewn  him  that,  by  refufing  the 
comforts  of  life,  he  affefted  a  fuperiority  tol  Faul 
himfelf,  who  gratefully  received  tRc  alms  of  the 
Philippians  ?  But  this  excefs  muft  have^  been  at- 
tended with  great  defeds  in  inward  vital  godit*- 
nefs.    The  reader  is  again  referred  to  ii  Coloffians 

for 
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for  a  comment  on  the  condufk  of  Origen.  How 
much  better  had  it  been  for  him  to  have  continued 
fL-  fcholar  for  ^fomc  time,  before  his  pride  was 
fcafted  by  being  appointed  a  teacher !  But  the  lively 
flow  of  genius  leems  to  have  been  midaken  for  great 
growth  in  cbriftian  knowledge  and  piety. 
-  One  of  his  fcholars^  called  Plutarch,  was  led  to 
mkrtyrdom.  Origen  accompanied  him,  to  the  place 
of  execution,  the  odium  of  the  fcholars  fufferings 
rcfleAed  on  the  mafter,  and  it  was  not  without  a 
peculiar  Providence  that  he  efcaped  the  vengeance 
of  the  citizens.  After  him  fuffcred  Serenus  by  fire ; 
the  third  martyr  was  Heraclidcs ;  the  fourth  Heron. 
The  former  had  not  yet  been  baptized,  being  only 
what  was  then  called  a  Catechumen-,  the  latter  had 
been  lately  baptized,  but  both  were  beheaded.  Afe- 
cond  Serenus  of  the  fame  fchool,  having  fuftained 
great  torments  and  much  pain,  was  beheaded.  A 
woman  alfo,  called  Rais,  as  yet  a  Catechumen,  fuf- 
fercd  death.  Potamisena,  a  young  woman  re- 
markable for  beauty,  purity  of  mind,  and  firmnefs 
in  the  faith  of  Chrift,  fufFered  very  dreadful  tor- 
ments  •,  (he  was  fcourged  very  forely  by  the  order 
of  Aquila  the  Judge,  who  threatened  to  deliver 
her  to  be  abufed  by  the  bafeft  charadters.  But 
remaining  ftill  unmoved,  fhe  was  led  to  the  fire 
and  burnt  together  with  her  mother  Marcella. 
The  heart  of  Bafilides,  a  foldier,  who  prefided  at 
her  execution,  was  foftened.  He  pitied  htr, 
treated  her  courteoufly,  and  protefted  her,  fo  far 
as  he  durft,  from  the  infolence  of  the  mob.  She 
acknowledged  his  kindnefs,  thanked  him,  and  pro- 
mifed  that  after  her  departure  (he  would  intreac 
the  Lord  for  him.  Scalding  pitch  was  poured 
on  her  whole  body,  which  (he  fuXtained  in  much 
patience.  Some  time  after  Bafilides  being  re- 
quired of  his  felloW'foldiers  to  fwpar  on  fomc  oc- 
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cafion,  he  refufed,  confefling  himfelf  a  chri(lnii|« 
They  dilbelieved  him  at  firft,  but  finding  him  fo- 
rious,  carried  him  before  the  Judge,  who  re- 
manded him  to  prifon.  The  chriftians  viGte4 
him,  and  aiking  him  the  caufe  of  his  fudden 
change,  he  declared  that  Potamiasna  had,  throe 
days  after  her  martyrdom,  appeared  to  him  by 
night,  informing  him  that  (he  had  performed  her 
promife,  and  that  he  fliould  Ihortly  die.  After 
.  this  he  fufi^ered  martyrdoni. 

The  reader  will  think  this  an  extraordinary 
ftory ;  yet  it  would  be  rafh  to  rejeft  it  altogether ; 
Eufebius  lived  not  long  after  the  time  of  Origea, 
had  made  accurate  inquiries  after  him  and  his  fol- 
lowers in  Alexandria,  and  obferves  ch^t  the  fame 
of  Fotamiaena  w^s  in  his  time  very  great  in  that 
province.  Her  martyrdoni  and  that  of  the  fqldier 
feem  fufHciently  authentic.  Her  promife  to  pray 
for  him  after  her  departure  only  (hews  the  gradual 
prevalence  of  fanatical  philofophy,  will-wor(hip, 
and  the  like-,  and  if  the  reader  is  not  prepared  by 
^  fufficient  degree  of  candour  to  admit  the  truth 
of  chriftian  narratives  and  the  reality  of  chriftian 
grace,  though  pitiably  (lained  in  many  inftances 
with  fuch  fupetftition,  he  ^i^ill  find  little  fttisfa?- 
tion  in  the  evidences  of  chriftian  piety  for  many 
ages.  But  we  are  flaves  to  habit ;  vfc  make  in 
our  times  great  allowances  for  the  love  of  the 
world  in  chriftians  ;  we  a^e  not  fp  eafily  difpofed 
to  make  allowances  for  fuperftitions.  Yet  many 
wrong  fentiments  and  views  may  be  found  where 
the  heart  is  devoted,  in  faitn  and  love,  to  God  ai^d 
his  Chri(l.  The  only  difiiculty  remaining  is, 
how  we  can  apprehend  that  Gbd  (hould  fanftify 
fuperftition  by  fending  Potamiaena  to  appear  to 
Bafilides  ?  I  apprehend  that  God  being  at  work 
with  his  foul,  the  idea  of  th^  wpm^  would  naty- 
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rally  make  a  ftrong  imprcflion  on  his  mind,  and 
he  might  dream  what  he  mentioned.  On  the  whole 
the  ftocy  feems  tinged  with  the  fupcrftition  of  the 
times,  and  yet  is  too  remarkable  in  chriftian  an- 
nals to  defervc  to  be  forgotten. 

An  a&ioa  performed  about  this  time  by  Origcn 
jlluftrates  his  charafter  in  the  ftrongcft  manner- 
Though  difpofed  beyond  moft  to  allegorize  the 
fcripturcs,  in  one  paflage  he  followed  the  literal 
fenfe  of  the  words  too  clofcly,  *'  There  are  fome 
who  have  made  themfelves  eunuchs  for  the  king- 
dom of  heaven's  fake*/*  Being  much  converfant 
among  women  as  well  as  men,  in  his  work  of  ca- 
techizing and  expounding  the  fcripturts,  he  was 
thus  at  once  defirous  of  cutting  off  all  tempta- 
tions from  himfelf,  and  the  Qanders  of  infidels. 
But  though  he  pradtifed  this  upon  himfelf,  lie  took 
all  poflible  pains  to  conceal  the  faft  from  his  fa- 
miliar friends- 
One  cannot  but  admire  how  ftrong  fclf- righteous 
maxims  and  views  were  grown  in  the  church ; 
but  who,  except  thofe  who  are  loft  to  all  fcnfe  of 
goodnefs,  will  not  revere  the  piety  of  his  motives 
and  the  fervour  of  his  zeal?  It  could  not  how^ 
ever  be  concealed.  Demetrius,  his  Biftiop,  at 
firft  encouraged  and  commended  him  ;  after- 
wards J  through  the  power  of  envy,  on  account 
of  his  growing  popularity,  he  publiflied  the  fait 
abroad  with  a  view  to  afperfe  him.  However  the 
Bifhops  of  Caefarea  and  Jerufalem  protefted  and 
fupportcd  him,  and  ordained  him  a  Preftjyrer  m 
the  church.  Day  and  night  he  continued  ftill  to 
labour  at  Alexandria.  But  it  is  time  to  look 
about  into  other  parts  of  the  Roman  empire,  and 
fee  what  efFcds  the  per  fee  ut  ion  of  Sever  us  had  in 
other  places  befides  Alexandria. 

Alexander^ 
—  •  Matthew  xix,  11.  t  Eufeb*  B.  6.  C  7* 
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Alexan4fir,  a  Bifhop  in  Gappadocia,  cohfefTed 
the  faith  of.phrlft^  and  fuflrained  a  variety  of  (u£^ 
fcring$j  and  yet  by  the  providence  of  GoA  ^as  at 
length  delivered,  and  travelled  afterwards  to  Jcra- 
felenij  There  he  was  joyfully  received  by,  Nar- 
ci^us  thc:  very  aged  Bifhop  of  that  Sec,  a  nun  of 
^^traordinary  piety,  who  aflbciatecf  Alexander 
with  him  in  the  work.  3ome  spittles  of  the  latter 
were  extant  in  Eufebius's  time,  who  gives  us' a 
fliort  fragment  of  one  of  them,  fufficiently  au- 
thenticating the  fadt  that  thofe  two  holy  men  were 
joint  paftors  of  Jerufalem. 

"  Narciffus  greets  yog,  who  governed  this 
bifhopric  before  me,  and  now  beiag  an  hundred 
and  fixteen  years  old,  prayeth  with  me,  and  that 
very  ferioufly,  for  the  ftate  of  the  church,  and  be- 
leeches  you  to  be  of  one  mind  with  me.*'    • 

If  the  ancient  marryrologifts  had  been  pre- 
ferved  lincorrupted,  they  would  afford  \is  ufeful 
materials,  and  illuftrate  much  the  fpirit  and  ge- 
nius of  real  chriftianity  in  its  primitive  profeflbrs. 
But  frauds,  interpolations,  and  impoftures,  are 
endlefs  -,  the  papal  and  monaftic  fuperftitions  in 
after-ages  induced  their  fupporters  to  corrupt 
thefe  martyrologifts,  and  indeed  the  writings  of 
the  fathers  in  general.  The  difficulty  of  procur- 
ing materials  for  a  well-connefted  credible  hiftory 
of  real  chriftians  is  hence  increafcd  exceedingly. 
What  I  cannot  believe,  I  (hall  not  take  the  trou- 
ble to  tranfcribe ;  what  1  can,  where  the  matter 
appears  worthy  of  memory,  ft|aU  be  exhibited. 
This  is  the  cafe  of  the  martyrs  of  Scillita,  a  city 
of  Africa,  in  the  province  of  Carthage.  The  nar- 
ration is  fimple,  credible  throughout,  and  worthy 
of  the  pureft  ages  of  the  gofpel,  and  the  fads  be- 
long to  the  times  of  Scverus. 

"  Twelve 
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-•«  Twelve  pei&ns  were  brought  before  SatumU 
|}us  the  Proconful  at  Carthage,  the  chief  of  whoiti 
vere  Speratus,  Narzal,  and  Cittin,  and  three  wq. 
fDOQ,  Donata,  Secunda,  and  Veftina.    When  thev 
came  before  the  Proconful,  he  faid  to  them  all^ 
**  YcM  may  cxpeft  the  Emperor  our  matter's  par- 
don,  if  you  Kturn  to  yOur  lenfes*;  andobferve  the 
ceremonies  of  bur  gods.^'    To  which  Speratus 
Kpiied,    ♦•  We  have  never' been  guilty  of  any 
thing  tliat  is  evil,  nor  been  partakers  of  injuftice. 
We  have  even  prayed  for  thofc  who  perfecute  us 
unjuftly ;  in  which  we  obey  our  Emperor,  who  pre* 
fclibed  to  us  this  rule  of  behaviour/'    Saturninus 
infwered,  **  We  have  alfo  a  religion  that  is  fimple, 
we  fwear  by  the  genius  of  the  Emperors,  and  we 
offer  up  vows  for  their  health,  which  you  ought 
alfo  to  do."   Speratus  anfwered,  •*  If  you  will  hear 
me  peacda:bly,  I  will  declare  unto  yoq  the  myftcry 
of  chriftian  fimplicity.**  The  Proconful  faid,  "Shall 
1  hear  you  fpeak  ill  of  our  ceremonies  ?  rather 
fwear  all  of  you,  by  the  genius  of  the  Emperors 
0ur  mailers,  that  you  may  enjoy  the  pleafurcs  of 
iife."  Speratus  anfwered,  *^  I  know  not  the  genius 
of  the  Emperors.     I  ferve  God,  who  is  in  heaven, 
whom  no  man  hath  feen,  nor  can  fee.    1  have  ne- 
ver been  guilty  of  any  criniic  punilhablc  by  the 
public  laws  ;  if  I  buy  any  thing,  I  pay  the  duties 
to  the  colleftors  •,  I  acknowledge  my  God  and  Sa- 
viour to  be  the  Emperor  of  all  nations ;    I  have 
rnade  no  complaints  againft  any  perfon,  and  there- 
fore they  ought  to  maKe  none  againft  me.*'     The 
Proconful  turning  to  the  reft  faid,  "**  Do  not  ye  imi- 
tate the  folly  of  this  mad  wretch,  but  rather  fear 
our  Prince  and  obey  his  commands."     Cittin  an- 
iWtfed,  "  We  fear  only  the  Lord  our  God,  who  is 
in  tfeayen."  The  Proconful  then  faid, "  Let  them 

be 
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Ijc" earned  to  prifon,  and  put  in  fetters  till  to- 
morrow/' 

The  next  day  the  Proconful  being  feated  on  his 
|, tribunal^  caufed  them  to  be  brought  before  him, 
and  faid  to  the  women*  "  Honour  our  Prince,  and 
I 'da  facrifice  to  the  gods,"     Donata  replied,  "  We 
honour  Csefar  as  Cfefar-,   but  to  God  we  offer 
prayer  and  worfliip."     Vcftina  faid^  '*  I  alfo  am  a 
.chriftUn,"     Secunda  faid,  *'  I  alfo  believe  in  my 
God»  and  will  continue  ftcdfaft  to  him  ;  and  for 
I  your  gods^  we  will  not  fervc  and  adore  them/' 
The  Proconful   ordered   them   to   be  feparatcdj 
then,  having  called  for  the  men,  he  faid  to  Spcra- 
Fus,  **Perfevere(l  thou  in  being  a  chriftian  ?"  Spera- 
[.  tus  anfwereds  "  Yes,  I  do  perfevere;  let  all  give  ear^ 
[.I  am  a  chriftian ;"  which  being  heard  by  the  reft^ 
.  they  faid, ''  We  alfo  are  chriftians."  The  Proconful 
,  faid,  *'  You  will  neither  confider  nor  receive  mercy/* 
They  replied^  "  Do  what  you  pleafe,  we  Ihall  die 
joyfully  for  the  fake  of  Jefus  Chrift/'    The  Pro- 
conful afked,  "  What  books  are  thofe  which  you 
read  and  revere  ?**  Speratus  replied,  *'  The  four 
Gofpels  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jcfus  Chrift,  the 
Epiftles  of  the  Apoftle  St.  Paul,  and  all  the  Scrip- 
ture that  is  infpired  of  God/'     The  Froconlul 
faid,  "  I  will  give  you  three  days  to  come  to  your- 
felvcs/'   Upon  which  Speratus  anlwered,  *'  I  am  a 
chriftian,  and  fuch  are  all  thofe  who  are  with  me, 
and  we  will  never  quit  the  faith  of  our  Lord  Jefus* 
Do,  therefore,  what  you  think  fit/* 

The  Proconful  feeing  their  refolutlon,  pro- 
nounced fentence  againft  them,  that  they  ftiould 
die  by  the  hands  of  the  executioner,  in  thefe  terms: 
*'  Speratus,  &c,  having  acknowledged  them  felvcs 
to  be  chriftians,  and  having  refufcd  to  pay  due 
honour  to  the  Emperor,  I  command  their 
heads  to  be  cut  off/'     This  fentence  having  been 

read. 
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read»  Speratus  and  the  reft  faid,  **Wc  give  thanki 
to  God,  who  honoureth  us  this  day  with  being  re- 
ceived as  martyrs  in  heaven 5  for  confefTing  his 
name."  They  were  carried  to  the  place  of  punifti- 
ment>  where  they  fell  on  their  knees  all  together^ 
^nd  having  again  given  thanks  to  Jefus  Chrift, 
they  were  beheaded  *- 

f  At  Carthage  itfelf  four  young  catechumens 
were  (eized,  Revocatus  and  Felicitas^  {laves  to  the 
fame  mafter,  with  Saturninus  and  Secondulus,  and 
alfo  Vivia  Perpetua,  a  lady  of  quality.  She  had 
a  father,  a  mother,  and  two  brothers,  of  whom 
one  was  a  catechumen  \  fhij  was  married,  and  had 
a  fon  at  her  brcaft^  which  (he  fuckled  herfclf  ^  (he 
was  about  twenty-two  years  qf  age,  and  was  theji 
with  child.  To  thcfe  five  Satur  voluntarily  joined 
himfclf  by  an  cxcefs  of  zeal  too  common  at  that 
fime*  While  they  were  in  the  hands  of  the  per- 
iecutors,  the  father  of  Perpetua,  himfelf  a  Pagan, 
but  full  of  affcftion  to  his  favourite  offspring, 
importuned  her  to  fall  from  the  faith.  His  in- 
trcaties  were  vain.  Her  pious  conftancy  to  him 
appeared  an  abfurd  obftinacy>  and  enraged  him  fo 
much  as  to  induce  him  to  give  her  very  rough 
treatment.  For  a  few  days  while  thcfe  catechu- 
mens were  under  guard,  bi4t  not  confined  in  the 
prifon,  they  found  means  to  be  baptised,  and 
Perpetua's  prayers  were  direfted  particularly  for 
patience  under  bodily  pains.  They  were  rlicn  put 
into  a  dark  prifon.  To  the  reft,  more  accuftomed 
to  hardlhipSj  this  change  of  fcene  had  nothing  in 
it  fo  terrible.  To  her>  who  had  known  nothing 
but  the  delicacies  of  genteel  life,  it  was  peculiarly 
ghaftly^  and  her  concern  for  her  infant  was  ex- 
treme, Tcrtius  and  Pomponius,  two  Deacons  of 
the  church,  obtained  by  money ^  that  they  might 
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go  cut  of  the  dark  dungeon,  and  for  fome  houfs 
refrelh  themfejtves  in  a  more  tx)mDiodious  plabc, 
^here  Perpetua  gave  the  bresifl:  to  her  infant^  and 
th^n  recommended:  him  carefully  to  her  mother. 
For  fome  time  ber '  mind  wai  de V6ured  with  con^ 
cern  for  the  diftreis  (he  had  brought  on  her  fa-^ 
mily,  though  it  was  for  the  fake  of  a  gdod  coh- 
ftience^  but  in  time  her  fpirit  was  nriore  compdfed, 
and  her  prifon  became  a  palace. 

Her  father  feme  time  after  came  to  the  prifon 
overwhelmed  with  grief,  which,  in  all  probability, 
was  augmented  by  the  refleftions  he  made  oti  his 
pafTionate  behaviour  to  her  at  their  laft  interview, 
f*  Have  pity^  my  daughter,**  fays  he,  *^  on  my 
grey  hairs  •,  have  pity  on  your  father,  if  i  was  ever 
worthy  of  that  name ;  if  I  myfelf  have  brought 
you  up  to  this  age,  if  1  have  preferred  you  t6  all 
your  brethren,  mkke  me  not  a  reproach  to  man- 
kind, refpeft  your  father  and  your  aunt  (thefc,  it 
feems,  were  joined  in  the  intcrcfts  of  paganifm, 
while  the  mother  appears  to  have  been  a  chriftian, 
otherwife  his  filence  concerning  her  feenis  fcarce 
to  be  accounted  for)  have  companion  on  your 
fon,  who  cannot  furvive  you  ;  lay  afide  your  ob- 
ftinacy,  left  you  deftroy  us  all ;  for  jf  you  perilh, 
we  muft  all  of  us  fhut  our  mouths  ia  difgrace/* 
The  old  gentleman,  with  much  tcndernels,  kiffcd 
her  hands,  threw  himfelf  at  her  feet,  weeping  and 
calling  her  no  longer  his  daughter,  but  his  miftrefs. 
He  was  the  only  pcrfon  of  the  family  who  did  not 
rejoice  at  her  martyrdom.  Perpetua,  though  in» 
wardly  torn  with  filial  afFeftion,  could  offer  him 
no  other  comfort  than  to  defire  him  to  acquiefce 
in  the  Divine  difpofal. 

The  next  day  they  were  all  brought  before  the 
court,  .and  examined  before  vaft  crowds.  There  the 
unhappy  old  gentleman  appeared  with  his  little 
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gnodToii^jandAakhigPerpetua  9tlbSk;<an]vtrtaf'hi( 
toiflbre  ^jmQjpitf  on  dw  childi  '  Tke'  Praiu^iftti^^ 
HilanaB^  joined  in  ihe  fuk^  Imc  i^  naina  -Tho<iiA 
itiari^^tfacn:  attempdsd  to  dmw  hisi  dauigfattr ';fiiMi 
thoicaScdd}.  iHUad«'  otxlerad  him  t&  bebcatte^ 
awdaibhxwvrtoshich  he  received  (#ith  ^i  fta^^  waa^ 

.biSilarian  ordered  vt  hem  to  be  expoM  fo  the- wild 
beafts.  They  then  returned  cheerfoUfft^-' their 
priibnf  .  Perp ecua '  fent  the '  Deacon,  Pampomas^ 
taiicanand  her  child  of  her  fathery^  whieh  he  re* 
&bd la  return:  The  health  of  the  chi)d,*^we  are 
cold,;  f afield  not,  nor 'did  Ferpetua  f^sel^-anf 
bodily  inconveniencer 

"Secondorus.died  inipvifam  rPelidtas  waa  eight 
mqtnths^gone  with  child,  and  feeing  the  day  of  the 
piibiic.  {hews  ta  be  near^:  flie  was  afflifted  left  her 
OBOCUtaon.ihookiibe  deferred.  Thsee  days  before 
t&c^^i^fiAacieSy  iisr  companions  joined 'ill  prayer 
fiMTihen  Prcfently  after  her  prayers,  her  pains 
aoneiupon  her,^  and  Ihe  was  \ieli\rered  of  a  child; 
boti  with  thuch^  difficulty*  One  of  the  door- 
koqiers^  who  perhaps  expected  to  haTe  found  in: 
heir  a  ftoical  infenfibility,.  and  heard  her  crie$«  faid, 
^frDo^yjou  complain  of  this  ?  what  will  you  do  when 
ycnrarp  expofed  to  the  beafts  ?''  Felicitas  *  anfivered, 
wkh  i,  fagacity  truly  chriftian,  ^*  It  is  tthatifufter 
now,  but;  then  there  will  be  another  with  me,  that 
will  fufier  for  me,  becaufe  I  Ihall  fuffer  for  his* 
fake.^  Her;  new-born  daughter  was  delivered  to  a 
chriftian  woman,  who  nuifed  it  as  her  own. 
'  The  tribune,  belieying  a  report  of  fome  that  the 
prifoners  would  free  themfelves  by  magical  prac* 
rices,  treated  them  roughly,  *•  Why  don*t  you,'* 
filers  Ferpetua,  •>  give  us^^ibme  relief?  Will  it  not 
be  for  your  honour  that  we  fliouM  appear  well' fed 
at  the  fpeaacks  ?" 

This 
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This  addrefs  of  hers  had  the  defired  tffcStj  and 
procured  a  very  agreeable  alteration  in  their  treats 
ment.  The  day  before  the  (hews  they  gave  them 
their  laft  meal,  the  martyrs  did  their  utmoft  to 
convert  it  into  an  *  <xyA^,  they  ate  in  public;  their 
brethren  and  others  were  allowed  to  vrfit  them,  and 
the  keeper  of  the  prifon  himfelf,  by  this  timc^ 
^as  converted  to  the  faith;  they  talked  to  the 
people,  warned  them  to  flee  from  the  wrath  to 
come,  pointed  out  to  them  their  own  happy  lot^ 
and  fmiled  at  the  curiofity  of  thofe  who  ran  co  fee 
them.  "  Obferve  well  our  faces,"  cries  Satur,  with 
much  animation^  ^*  that  ye  may  know  them  at  the 
day  of  judgment.** 

The  Spirit  of  God  was  much  with  them  on  the 
day  of  trial ;  joy,  rather  than  fear  was  painted  on 
their  looks.  Perpetua,  cherifhed  by  Jefus  Chrift, 
went  en  with  a  compofed  countenance  and  an  eafy 
pace,  holding  down  her  eyes,  left  the  fpedtators 
might  draw  wrong  conclufions  from  their  vivacity^ 
Some  idolatrous  habits  were  offered  them :  "  Wcr 
facrifice  our  lives,**  fay  they,  "  to  avoid  this,  and 
thus  we  have  bargained  with  you.**  The  Tribune 
defifted  from  his  demand. 

Perpetua  fang,  as  already  viftorious,  and  Re- 
vocatus,  Saturninus,  and  Satur,  endeavoured  to 
affeft  the  people  with  the  fear  of  the  wrath  to 
Come.  Being  come  into  Hilarian*s  prefence, 
**  Thou  judgcft  us',**  fay  they,  ''  and  God  (hall 
judge  thee.**  The  mob  was  enraged,  and  infifted 
on  their  being  fcourged  before  they  were  expoied 
to  the  beads.  It  was  done,  and  the  martyrs  re- 
joiced in  being  conformed  to  their  Saviour's 
fufferings. 

Perpetua  and  Felicitas  were  ftript,  and  put  into 
the  nets,  and  expofed  to  a  wild  cow.     The  fpec- 

*  A  loye-feait. 


C     33S     ) 

tators  were  fliocked  at  the  fight,  the  one  being  an 
accomplifhed  beauty,  the  other  newly  delivered^ 
her  breafts  ftill  dropping  i  they  drew  them  back 
and  covered  them  with  loofc  garments,  Pcrpecua 
was  fir  ft  attacked,  and  falling  on  her  back,  fhc 
put  herfclf  into  a  fitting  pofture,  and  feeing  her 
habit  torn  by  her  fide,  (he  retired  to  cover  herfelf ; 
ftie  then  gathered  up  her  hair,  that  Ihe  might  not 
feem  difordered  \  (he  raifed  herfelf  up,  and  feeing 
Felicitas  bruifed,  fhe  gave  her  her  hand  and  lifted 
her  up  V  then  they  went  taward  the  gate,  where 
Perpetua  was  received  by  a  catechumen,  called 
Rufticus,  who  attended  her,  **  1  wonder,*'  fays  (he» 
"  when  they  will  cxpofe  us  to  the  cow  /'  rfie  had 
been,  it  fecms,  infenfible  of  what  had  pa(red,  nor 
could  believe  it  till  (he  faw  on  her  body  and 
cloaths  the  marks  of  her  fufferings.  She  caufed 
her  brother  to  be  called,  and  addre(rmg  herfelf  to 
him  and  Ru(ticus,  (be  faid,  **  Continue  firm  in  the 
faith,  love  one  another,  and  be  not  ofifended  at 
our  fufFerings/* 

The  people  infifted  on  having  the  martyrs 
brought  into  the  mid  ft  of  the  amphitheatre,  that 
they  might  have  the  plealure  of  leeing  them  die; 
fome  of  the  martyrs  rofe  up  and  went  forward  of 
their  own  accord,  after  having  given  one  another 
the  kifs  of  charity,  others  received  the  lad 
blow  without  fpeaking  or  ftirring,  Perpetua  fell 
into  the  hands  of  an  unfkilful  gladiator,  who 
pricked  her  between  the  bones  and  made  her  cry 
out.  She  herfelf  guided  his  trembling  hand  to 
her  throat,  and  thus  with  the  reft  (he  flept  with 
Jcfus. 

Auguftinc,  in  his  expofition  of  the  47th  pfalm, 
taking  notice  of  the  viftorious  ftrength  of  Divine 
love  prevailing  over  all   natural  affeftians^   in- 
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U4iu%A  {he  CMk  ot*  IVq^tua*,  *•  We  know  and 
iV4«t  ihu>  u\  i\w  \\\(\\:\u\^i^  v^t* the  Mclicvi  Perpti;»:a/' 
\\<  i\\\\\\\sM\s  \)w  \^\\\c  ilory  u'Tj  in  :hrtc  d'-^z 
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witfi  the  blood  of  the  martyrs  of  Jefus.  Vlvarius 
and  Androlas,  who  had  been  fcnt  by  Polfcarp  here 
to  preach  the  gofpcl,  fuffered  death.  At  Cdmana 
in  t^amphylia  Zotiais  the  BiDiop,  who  had  diftin- 
guiihed  himfclf  by  writing  againft  the  Montanifts, 
obtained  the  crown  of  martyrdom. 

No^  it  was  that  fome  churches  purch^ifed  their 
peace  and  quiet,  by  paying  money  not  only  to  the 
magiftrates,  but  alio  to  the  informers  and  foldiefs 
who  were  appointed  to  fearch  them  out-  The  paftors 
of  the  churches  approved  of  this  proceeding,  be* 
caufc  it  was  only  fufFering  the  lofs  of  their  goods^ 
and  preferring  that  to  the  endangering  of  theif 
fotlls.  However  an  accurate  cafuift  may  decide  this 
queftion,  it  is  eafily  conceivable  that  tliis  might  be 
pradifed  in  real  uprightnefs  of  heart  by  many. 
But  it  is  \3fual  with  God  to  moderate  the  fufferings 
of  his  people,  and  not  fufFer  them  to  be  tried  by 
perfecucion  at  once  very  long  and  very-violent. 

In  the  year  two  hundred  and  eleven  the  tyrant 
Sevcrus  was  called  hence,  after  a  reign  of  eighteen 
years,  and  under  his  fon  and  fucceflTor  Caracatla^ 
monfter  of  wickednef^  as  he  proved  to  be,  the 
church  found  repofe  and  tranquillity* 

Divine  Providence  had  prepared  for  the  church 
this  mitigation  of  her  trials,  long  before,  in  the 
circumftances  of  Caracalla's  education.  He  had 
known  Proculus  the  chriftianj  who  had  recovered 
the  health  of  his  father,  and  was  maintained  in  his 
palace  to  his  deaths  and  had  himlelf  been  nurfed^ 
when  an  infant^  by  a  chnftian  woman.  Thougli 
this  could  not  win  his  heart  to  Jefus  Chrift,  it 
gave  him  an  early  predileftion  in  favour  of  chri- 
itians,  infomuch  that  oblerving,  when  he  was 
fevcn  years  old,  a  play- fellow  of  his  to  be  beaten 
becaufe  he  tollowed  the  Jcwilli  religion*,  (the 
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Pagan  author  moft  probably  means  the  Chriftian) 
he  could  not,  for  fome  time  after,  behold  with 
patience  either  his  father  or  the  father  of  the  boy. 
Certainly  few  men  have  ever  exceeded  him  in  the 
ferocious  vices ;  yet,  during  the  feven  years  and 
.  fix  months  which  he  reigned,  the  chriftians  found 
in  him  friendfliip  and  proteftion.  Indeed  for  the 
fpace  of  thirty  and  eight  years,  from  the  death  of 
Severus  to  the  reign  of  Decius,  if  we  except  the 
ihort  turbulent  interval  of  Maximinus,  the  calm 
of  the  church  continued*.  About  the  year  two 
'hundred  and  ten  Origen  came  to  Rome,  where 
Zcphyrinus  was  Bifliop,  defirous  of  vifiting  that 
antien£  church,  but  foon  returned  to  Alexandria, 
and  to  his  office  of  catechizing.  He  aflbciated  to 
himfelf  Heraclas  in  the  office  of  catechizing,  leav- 
ing to  him  the  inftruftion  of  the  more  ignorant, 
and  giving  himfelf  up  to  the  care  of  thofe  who 
.  had  made  a  greater  proficiency.  His  aftive  fpirit 
began  alfo  to  be  employed  in  the  ftudy  of  the 
Hebrew  tongue,  the  firft  fruit  of  which  was  the 
publication  of  the  Hexapla.  In  this  great  work 
he  gave  the  Hebrew  text  and  the  tranflations  of 
the  Scptuagint,  Aquila,  Symmachus,  Theodotion, 
and  two  others,  which  had  long  been  obfolete, 
and  whofe  authors  were  unknown.  Of  thefe  inter- 
preters Symmachus  was  an  Ebionite,  that  is,  he 
.  field  that  Chrift  was  but  a  mere  man;J;,  and  he  in- 
veighed againft  the  genuine  gofpel  of  St.  Matthev/, 
'  for  no  other  reafon,  that  I  can  fee,  but  on  account 
of  the  clear  teftimony  which  the  beginning  of  it 
affords  againft  his  herefy^ — Thefe  works  of  Origen, 
in  addition  to  his  conftant  courfe  of  labour  both 
in  writing  and  in  preaching,  are  monuments  at 
leaft  of  the  moft  laudable  induftry.  The  evange- 
lical reader  would  wifh,  no  doubt,  to  fee  ftrongcr 
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^gns  of  real  chriftian  proficiency,  in  experiment^ 
and  practical  religion,  as  the  fruit  of  his  labours* 
^ut  we  mud  be  content  with  fuch  matter  as  ec-^ 
clefiaftical  materials  afford  us. 

One  Ambrofe,  addifted  to  the  Valentiniam 
herefy,  an  extremely  fanciful  and  romantic 
fcheme,  not  worth  the  trouble  of  an  explana- 
tion, cither  for  authors  or  readers,  found  himfelf 
:^confuted  by  Origen,  and  was  brought  over  to 
the  church.  Many  learned  men  alfo  felt  the 
•force  of  his  argumentations.  Heretics  and  phi* 
lofophers  attended  his  lectures,  and  he  took,  no 
"doubt,  a  very  excellent  method  to  win  their  re- 
gard to  himfelf  at  leafl*,  by  inftruding  them  in 
profane  and  fecular  learning.  When  philofophers 
prelTed  him  with  their  opinions,  he  confuted  them 
by  arguments  drawn  from  other  philofophers,  and 
commented  on  their  Works  with  fo  much  acuteneft 
^hd  fagacity,  as  to  deferve  among  Gentiles  the 
reputation  of  a  great  philofopher.  He  encouraged 
many  to  ftudy  the  liberal  arts,  affuring  them,  that 
they  would,  by  that  means,  be  much  better  fur- 
nifhed  for  the  contemplation  of  holy  fcripture^ 
and  was  entirely  of  opinion,  that  feeular  and  phi- 
lofophical  inftitutes  were  very  neceffary  and  pro- 
fitable for  himfelf. 

Docs  not  the  reader  fee  how  much  we  are  al- 
fcadyj  in  the  courfe  of  chriftian  annals,  departed^ 
though  by  infenfible  degrees,  from  chriftian  fim- 
•plicity  ?  Here  is  a  man  looked  up  to  with  reve- 
rence as  the  greateft  light,  at  lealt  in  the  eaftern 
church,  a  fcholar  himfelf,  in  his  younger  days,  of 
the  amphibious  Ammonius,  mixing  chriftianity 
'  and  philofophy,  leduring  pagan  philofophers,  and 
drawing  them  over,  in  form  at  leaft,  to  embrace 
tlie  religion  of  Jeius.  His  fuccefs  among  them 
appears  very  great.     In  their  books  the  philofo- 
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jiheirs  of  thofe  days  often  mention  this  man  ;  fotnc 
dedicate -their  books  to  him,  others  refpe&fulljr 
deliver  their  ^works  to  him  as  their  matter.     AU 
this  EufelMus  tells  us  with  much  apparent  fatif* 
laAion.     To  him  the  -gofpel  feems  to  havje  tri- 
"tfinphed  over  Gentilifm  by  this  means.     I  own  I 
cannot  but  think  that  it  was  rather  corrupted  bj 
Gentilifm.     What  can  Origen  mean  by  aflerting 
the  utility  and  even  ♦  neceffity  of  philofophy  for 
liimfclf  as  a'chriftian  ?  Are  not  the  fcriptures  aik 
to  make  a  man  wife  unto  fahation  through  faith  which 
is  in  Chriji  JefuSy  that  the  man  of  God  maj^  beperfeS^ 
-thoroughfy  furnifl)ed  to  every  good  work  ?  Suppofe  a 
taan  of  common  fenfe,  perfedly  unacquainted  with 
^1  the  learned  lore  of  Ammonias,  to  (tudy  only 
the  facred  books,  with   prayer,    dependence  on 
4[)ivine  guidance  and  illumination,  and  with  fdf- 
^xamination  .^  Is  it  not  conceivable  that  he  may 
Acquire  a  competent  knowledge  *,  may  he  not  ob<^ 
^tain  an  eminent  knowledge  of  the  fcriptures  ?  Cer- 
tainly an  acquaintance  with  the  clafiics  and  philo- 
-fophers  may  furnilh  him  with  ftrong  arguments 
♦to  prove  the  neceflSty  and  excellency  of  Divine 
'Revelation,  and  deferves  fcrioufly  to  be  encou* 
raged  in  all  who  are  to  inftruft  others,  for  their 
improvement  in  tafte,  language,  eloquence,  and 
hiltory.     But  if  they  are  to  didateJn  religion, 
or  are  thought  capable  even  of  adding  to  the 
ftock  of  theological    knowledge,   the   fcriptures 
(with    reverence    be    it   fpoken)    may   feem    to 
'have  been  defcftively  written.     In  truth,  we  hear 
nothing  now  of  conviftion  of  fin,   of  conver- 
fion,  of  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  of  the 
love  of  Chrift,   among  thefe  learned  converts  of 
Origen.     They  are  pleafed  with  him,  and  fupe- 
rior  parts  and  learning  are  fure  to  command  the 
tfteem  of  mankind.     What  are  all  the  labours  cf 
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Origen,  which  we  have  now  before  us,  but  vaia 
attempts  to  mix  things  which  the  Holy  Ghoft 
has  declared  will  not  incorporate  ?  One  certaia 
mifchief  would  naturally  follow-,  characters  would 
be  confounded -,  among  the  learned  henceforward 
t(ie  diftinftion  between  godlinefs  and  philofophy 
is  tpo  faintly  nnarked.  If  Origen  had  fimply  and 
plainly  expounded  to  thefe  men  the  peculiar  and 
?ital  truths  of  the  gofpel,  I  cannot  but  fufpeft 
that  many  of  them  would  have  ceafed  to  attend 
his  inftru&ionsr 

The  famous  Porphyry,  than  whom  chriftianity 
had  never  a  more  acrimonious  enemy,  takes  no- 
fice  of  Origen's  allegorical  mode  of  interpreting 
fcripture,  obferves  that  he  was  acquainted  with 
him  when  young,  and  bears  teftimony  to  his  rapid 
improvements  under  Ammonius.  He  aflferts,  what 
indeed  Eufebius,  who  muft  have  known,  contra* 
difts,  that  Ammonius,  though  brought  up  a  chri- 
ftian,  turned  afterwards  a  Gentile.  He  acknow* 
ledges  that  Origen  continually  perufed  PlatQi 
Numenius,*and  the  red  of  the  Pythagoreans;  that 
be  w^  well  verfed  in  Chaeremon  the  Stoic,  and 
Comutus,  whence  he,  borrowing  the  Gra^ciaf^ 
manner  of  allegorical  interpretations,  applied  it  to 
the  Jewifh  fcriptures. 

We  have  fcen  before  the  wanton  fpirit  of  alle- 
;ory  introduced  by  Ammonius.  It  is  very  pro* 
able  that  Origen  thence  learnt  to  treat  the  fcrip- 
tures  in  the  fame  manner  as  Porphyry  affirms.  He 
had  the  candour  to  confefs  that  he  had  been  mif- 
taken  in  his  literal  interpretation  of  our  Saviour's 
words  concerning  the  eunuchs.  He  afterwards 
learnt  to  allegorize  all  the  three  claufes  in  the  pa(^ 
fage,  falling  into  a  contrary  extreme* ;  and  in  ge- 
xieral  he  unhappily  introduced  fuch  a  complicated 
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icheme  of  fanciful  interpretation,  as  for  many  ages 
after,  through  the  exccfs  of  fcfpedt  paid  to  tho 
snan,  much  clouded  the  light  of  fcripture. 

There  wanted  not,  however,  thofe  who  found 
fault  with  Origen  for  all  this  attachment  to  phi- 
lofophy.  Probably  (imple  fouls  who  defired  to 
be  led  with  the  fincere  milk  of  the  fVord^  thai  tbef 
might  grow  thereby^  found  themfelves  ftarved 
amidft  all  this  heterogeneous  doctrine.  He  thought 
himfelf  called  on  to  vindicate  his  pra£tice,«  which 
he  only  does  by  obferving  the  ufe  of  philofophy 
in  confuting  heretics,  and  by  the  example  of 
Pantsnus,  and  of  Heraclas,  an  Alexandrian  paftor, 
I  fuppofe  his  coadjutor,  who  formerly  had  worn 
the  common  drels,  and  afterwards  took  up  the 
philofopher's  garb,  and  ftill  ftudied  earneftly  the 
Dooks  of  philofophers.  What  does  all  this  prove 
but  the  epidemical  progrefs  of  the  difeafe  ? 

The  governor  of  Arabia  fcnt  to  Demetrius,  de- 
firing  the  inftruftion  of  Origen,  who  journeyed 
for  that  purpofe  into  Arabia  and  returned  to 
Alexandria.  • 

The  elegant  publication  of  Minucius  Felix,  a 
work  deferving  even  to  be  ranked  among  the 
Latin  claffics  for  its  neatnefs  and  purity  of  ftylc, 
was  an  ornament  to  the  Latin  church.  The  ar- 
guments againfl:  Paganifm  are  well  pointed  and 
well  adapted  to  the  Itate  of  the  world  at  that  time; 
it  is  only  to  be  regretted  that  we  fee  not  more  of 
the  real  nature  of  chriftianity  in  the  work. 

In  the  year  two  hundred  and  fourteen  Macrinus 
fucceeded  Caracalla,  who  reigned  feven  years  and 
px  months. 
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CHAP.     VI. 

CHRISTIAN  AFFAIRS  DURING  THE  REIGNS  OF  MA- 
CRINUS,  HELIOGABALUS)  ALEXANDER,  MAXIMI<- 
NUB,  PUPIENUS,  GORDIAN,  AND  PHILIP, 

♦  Tk  TACRINUS  reigned  not  quite  a  year,  and 
xVx  was  fuccceded  by  Heliogabalus,  who  was 
flain  after  he  had  fwayed  the  fceptre  three  years 
and  nine  nionths.  He  died  in  the  year  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty-two.  His  follies  and  vices  arc 
infamous,  but  he  perilhed  at  the  age  of  eighteen. 
The  church  of  God  fuffcred  nothing  from  him> 
nor  does  he  apf)ear  .to  have  conceived  any  parti- 
cular prejudices  againft  it :  on  the  contrary,  he 
expreffed  a  defire  of  removing  the  rites  of  chriftian 
worihip  to  Rome.  It  is  not  worth  while  to  at- 
tempt an  explanation  of  the  views  of  fo  fenfelefs 
and  foolifli  a  prince.  He  was  fuccceded  by  his 
coufin  Alexander,  who  was  as  yet  in  the  i6th 
year  of  his  age,  and  was  one  of  the  belt  moral 
characters  in  profane  hiftory. 

His  mother,  Mammsea,  is  called  by  Eufebius  a 
woman  moft  godly  and  religious.  I  am  at  a  lofs 
how  to  vindicate  the  expreffion.  It  does  not  ap- 
pear that  fhe  received  the  faith  of  Chrift.  But 
neither  fhe  nor  her  fon  perfecutcd ;  they  rather 
Approved  and  countenanced  the  chriftians.  Per- 
fons  of  candour  and  probity  themfclves,  they  faw 
that,  in  ethics  at  leaft,  the  people  of  God  con- 
curred with  their  own  views.  Their  condudl  was 
laudable ;  but  fee  the  mifchief  of  uniting  chri- 
ftianity  with  philofophy  !  how  cheap  and  common 
is  the  term  godly  grown  in  the  eye  of  Eufebius  ! 
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The  Providence  of  God  not  only  fccurcd  hi* 
church  from  fuffering,  but  procured  it  a  favourable 
patron  in  this  princefs  and  her  fon.  The  Emperor 
nad  a  domcftic  chapel,  where  he  every  morning  wor- 
ibipped  chofe  princes  who  had  been  placed  among 
the  gods,  whofe  characters  were  moil  efteemed  j 
among  whom  he  placed  Apollonius  of  Tyamu 
Jefus  Chrift,  Abraham,  and  Orpheus  ♦•  He  had, 
a  defire  to  eredb  a  temple  to  Chrift  an4  tp  receive 
liim  into  the  number  of  the  gods. 

.  Take  another  inftance  of  his  candour  toward 
tHe  chrii!lians  :  a  difpute  was  brought  before  him 
concerning  the  property  of  a  piece  of  ground 
ivhich  was  claioied  by  certain  tavern-keepers,  ^and 
i^hich,  having  been  common,  the  christians  haa 
occupied  for  a  place  of  worship*  It  is  fitter^  fai4 
Alexander,  that  God  ibould  be  ferved  there,  ij^ 
^ny  manner  whatever,  rather  than  a  tavern  (hould| 
be  made  of  it.  He  frequently  ufed  this  chriftian 
fentence,  *'  Do  as  you  would  be  done  by."  H^p 
obliged  a  crier  to  repeat  it  when  he  puniQied  any 
perfon,  and  was  fo  tond  of  it  that  he  caufed  it  tQ 
be  written  in  his  palace  and  in  the  public  build* 
ings.  When  he  was  going  to  appomt  governors; 
or  provinces,  or  other  officers,  he  propofcd  their: 
jnames  in  public,  giving  the  people  notice,^  that  if 
they  had  any  crime  to  accufe  them  of,  they  (houkl 
convidt  them  of  it.  It  would  be  a  ftiame,  fay^ 
he,  not  to  do  that  with  refpeft  to  Governors,  who 
are  entrutted  with  men's  properties  and  lives^ 
which  is  done  by  Jews  and  Chriftians  when  they 
publilh  the  names  of  thofe  whom  they  mean  to  or- 
dain Priefts.  And,  indeed,  byOrigen*s  account  J, 
the  Chriltians  were  very  careful  in  the  choice  of 
their  pallors,  and  civil  magiftrates  were  by  no 
ineans  to  be  compared  with  them  in  probity  and 
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^and  morality.  This  prince  bad,  it  feems,  tbd 
ihuch  gravity  and  virtue  for  the  times  in  which 
he  lived,  and  iQmc  in  dcrilion  dallcd  him  Archy- 
fynagogu$. 

It  fccm$  to  have  been  his  plan  to  encourage 
t'vfery  thing  that  carried  the  appearance  of  reli- 
gion and  virtue,  and  to  difcountenancc  what- 
ever was  openly  immoral  and  profane-  His  hifto- 
rian  *  tells  us  that  he  favoured  aftrologers,  and 
bcrmitted  them  to  teach  publicly  ;  that  he  him- 
|df  was  well  fkilled  in  the  vain  fcicnce  of  the 
Arufpices,  and  w?is  maftcr  of  that  of  the  Augurs 
\n  a  high  degree. 

In  the  year  two  hundred  and  twenty-nine  Alexan- 
der was  obliged  to  go  to  the  eaft,  and  to  refide  at 
Antioch.  His  mother  Mammasia  went  with  him, 
dnd  having  heard  of  the  fame  of  Origen,  and  be- 
ing very  curious  to  hear  new  things,  fhe  fenc  him 
a  guard,  and  caufcd  him  to  come  to  her.  All  the 
account  we  have  of  this  interview  is,  chat  he  con- 
tinued there  awhile,  and  publifhed  many  things 
to  the  glory  of  God,  and  concerning  the  power  of 
the  heavenly  doftrine,  and  then  returned  to  his 
fchool  at  Alexandria. 

What  Origen  taught  this  princefs  we  are  not 
told ;  what  he  ought  to  have  taught  her,  the  Ads 
of  the  Apofties  would  have  amply  informed  him. 
A  plain  and  arrlels  declaration  of  the  vanity  and 
Wickednefs  of  all  the  reigning  idolatries  and  phi- 
jofophical  feds,  and  what  is  Itill  more  of  the  cor- 
ruption, helplefihefs,  and  mifery  of  man,  and  a 
faithful  information  concerning  the  only  way  of 
falvatioji  by  Jcfus  Chriil,  the  great  duty  of  bc- 
Jieving  on  him,  confelfing  him,  and  admitting  the 
iaridifying  operations  ot  his  Spirit,  thei'e  things  a 
bcrfedly  found  preacher  would  have  fliewn  her, 
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and  Ws  exhortations  would  have  been  entirely 
founded  on  thefe  doftrines  ;  nor  would  he  have 
fpund  any  occafion  to  aid  his  meffage  by  the  au- 
thority of  Plato  or  any  other  philofopher.  It  does 
not  appear  that  any  remarkable  effe£t  attended  the 
ininillry  t)f  Origen  on  this  occafion.  That  he. 
fpake  what  he  believed  and  what  he  thought  moft 
wife  and  expedient,  1  doubt  not;  it  is  only  to  be 
lamented,  that  his  own  tafte  and  views  were  too 
fimilar  to  thofe  of  Mammsea  and  her  fon,  to  en- 
able him  to  reprefent  chriftianity  to  them  in  the 
cHareft  and  the  moft  ftriking  manner.  In  truth, 
it  is  to  be  feared  that  a  number  of  chriftians 
fo  called,  and  Alexander  himfelf,  were  much  of 
the  fame  religion  at  this  time.  He  feems  to  have 
learnt,  in  fome  meafure,  the  doftrine  of  the  unity 
of  the  Godhead,  and  by  the  help  of  the  ecleftic 
philofophy  to  have  confolidated  all  religions  into, 
one  mafs.  But  things  that  accompany  falvation 
will  not  incorporate  with  this  plan. 

The  liberality  of  his  friend  Ambrofe  enabled 
Origen  to  profecute  his  fcriptural  ftudies  with  vaft 
rapidity.  Ambrofe  himfelf  was  a  deacon  of  the 
church,  and  by  his  faithfulnefs  under  perfccution 
obtained  the  name  of  Confeffor. 

At  this  time  Noetus  of  Smyrna  propagated  the 
fame  herefy  in  the  eaft,  which  Praxeas  had  done 
in  the  weft,  that  there  was  no  diftinftion  between 
the  divine  perfons.  The  paftors  of  the  church 
of  Ephefus,  to  which  he  belonged,  fummoned 
him  before  them,  and  aflced  whether  he  really 
maintained  this  opinion.  At  firft  he  denied  it; 
but  afterwards,  having  formed  a  party,  he  became 
more  bold,  and  publicly  taught  his  herefy.  Being 
again  interrogated  by  the  paftors,  he  faid,  "  What 
harm  have  I  done?  I  glorify  none  but  one  God;  I 
know  none  befides  him  who  hath  been  begotten, 
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who  fuffercd  and  died."  He  evidently  in  this  way 
confounded  the  perfons  of  the  Father  and  the  Son 
together  j  and  being  obftinate  in  his  views,  was 
gefted  out  of  the  church  with  his  difciples.  We 
have  here  an  additional  proof  of  the  jcaloufy  of 
the  primitive  chriftians  in  fupport  of  the  funda- 
mental articles  of  chriftianity,  and  the  connedion 
indiflblubly  prefcrvcd  between  heretical  pravity 
and  pride  of  heart  appeared  alfo  in  this  man.  He 
called  himfclf  Mofes,  and  his  brother  Aaron  ^. 

Origen  was  now  fent  for  to  Athens  to  affift  the 
churches,  who  were  there  difturbed  with  fcveral 
hcrefics.  From  thence  he  went  to  Palcftine.  At 
Cefarea  Theoftiftus  the  bifhop  and  Alexander 
bifhop  pf  Jerufalcra  ordained  him  a  pricft  at  the 
age  of  forty.five,  about  the  year  two  hundred  and 
thirty.  Demetrius,  his  own  bilhop,  was  offended, 
and  at  length  divulged  what  had  hitherto  been 
kept  very  fccret,  the  indifcreet  mutilation  which 
Origen  had  committed  in  his  youth.  Alexander 
defended  himfclf  in  what  he  had  done  by  tlie  en- 
comium which  Demetrius  had  given  of  Origen  in 
his  letter.  The  latter  on  his  return  to  Alexandria 
found  his  bilhop  quite  incenfed  againft  him,  who 
procured  him  to  be  even  ejected  from  the  church 
By  a  council  of  paftors  on  account  of  fome  errors 
that  appeared  in  his  works.  What  judgment  is 
to  be  forbcd  of  thefe  errors  I  (hall  have  a  future 
occafion  to  confider.  Banil>.ed  from  Egypt,  this 
great  man  lived  now  in  Paled ine  with  his  friends, 
Theodillus  and  Alexander,  ftill  followed  by  many 
difciples,  and  particularly  refpcftcd  by  Firmilian 
of  Cappadocia,  who  looked  upon  it  as  a  happinels 
to  enjoy  his  inftruftions.  Here  ailb  the  famous 
Gregory  Thaumaturgus  attended  his  theological 
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Iciflurcs,  which  were  ftill  delivered  in  Origen's 
ufual  manner. 

Demetrius,  bifliop  of  Aie^candria,  died,  after 
having  held  that  office  forty-three  years.  A  long 
fpace  !  but  our  informations  are  too  indiftinS:  to 
enable  us  to  know  his  real  charafter.  His  treat* 
ment  of  Origen  needed  furely  a  very  upright  con- 
fcience  toward  God  in  things  of  e0ential  moinent 
to  juftify  it.  Origen's  affiftant  Heraclas  fuc- 
cecded  him. 

In  the  year  two  hundred  and  thirty-Bve  Alex- 
ander was  murdered  together  with  his  mother^ 
and  Maximin  the  murderer  obtained  the  empire. 
His  malice  againft  the  houfe  of  Alexander  difpofed 
him  to  perfecute  the  chriftians,  and  he  gave  orders 
to  put  tq  death  the  pallors  of  churches;  nor  was 
the  perfecution  conBned  to  them  ;  others  fuffered 
with  them,  and  it  feems  by  Firmilian*s  letter  tQ 
Cyprian  of  Carthage,  that  the  flame  extended  to 
Cappadocia.  Ambfofe,  the  friend  of  Origen,  and 
Protodetus,  minifter  of  Casfarea,  fufferedmuch  in 
the  courfe  of  it,  and  to  them  Origen  dedicated 
his  book  of  martyrs.  He  himfclf  was  obliged  to 
retire.  But  the  tyrant^s  reign  lafted  only  three 
years,  in  which  time  it  muft  be  confeffed  that  the 
reft  of  the  world  had  tafted  of  his  ferocity  as  much 
as  the  chriftians.  His  perfecution  of  them  had  been 
local,  and  his  cruelties  to  all  mankind  infatiable. 

Pupienus  and  Balbinus,  the  fucceflbrs  of 
Maximin,  were  (Iain  in  the  year  two  hundred  and 
thirty-eight,  and  Gorcjian  reigned  for  fix  years, 
and  was  then  fupplanted  by  the  ufual  military 
turbulence  to  make  way  for  his  murderer,  Philip 
the  Arabian. 

Origen,  in  a  letter  to  his  fcholar,  Gregoiy 
Thaumaturgus,  lays  down  a  rule  for  ftudying  the 
fcripturps,  which  fhcws  that  his  philofophy  had 
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not  obliterated  his  chriftianity.  He  exhorts  him 
lo  apply  himfelf  chiefly  to  the  holy  fcripture,  to 
read  it  very  attentively  ;  not  to  fpeak  or  judge  of 
it  lightly,  but  with  unihaken  faith  and  prayer^ 
^icn,  fays  be,  is  abfolutely  neceflary  for  under- 
ftanding  it. 

A  frelh  attempt  was  now  made  to  pervert  the 
doctrine  of  the  perfon  of  Chrift.  Beryllus,  biftiop 
of  Boftra  in  Arabia^  affirmed  that  our  Saviour, 
before  his  incarnation,  had  no  proper  divinity, 
but  only  his  Father's  divinity  dwelling  in  him- 
felf. Thus  Eufcbius  ftates  the  matter.  It  is  no.C 
eafy  to  form  any  clear  ideas  at  all  of  his  fenti- 
ments ;  they  feem,  however,  to  annihilate  the  di- 
vine perfonality  of  the  eternal  Word.  The  man, 
it  feems,  was  not  obftinate,  he  liftened  to  found 
icriptural  argument,  and  was  therefore  reclaimed 
by  means  of  Origen.  He  even  loved  his  inftruftor 
ever  after,  and  was  fmcerely  thankful  to  him,  a 
circumdance  which  reflcds  an  amiable  light  on 
the  charader  of  Beryllus  *. 

Philip  began  to  reign  in  the  year  two  hundred 
and  forty-four.  Eufebius  tells  us  that  he  was  a 
cbriftian,  and  defirous  of  being  received  into  the 
church  as  fuch,  but  was  obliged  by  the  biihop  to 
join  himfelf  to  thofc  who  for  their  fins  were  ex- 
amined and  put  into  the  room  of  penitents.  But 
what  bifhop  ?  Babylas  of  Antioch  is  mentioned 
by  Chryfoftom  long  after.  But  as  Eufcbius  men- 
tions the  whole,  ftory  only  as  a  report,  it  is  void 
of  proper  authenticity.  That  he  was  a  cbriftian 
by  profeflion  fccms  well  attcfted  by  the  concur- 
rent voice  of  antiquity,  though  molt  probably  he 
ranked  only  at  his  death  as  a  catechumen.     But 
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^hat  he.  could  dbndiift  the  fecular  games,  io\l  bf 
idolatry  as  they  were,  which  took  place  in  the 
fourth  year  of  his  reign^  and  in  the  year  of  Chrift 
two  hundred  and  forty-feven,  (hewed  that  he  was 
not  difpofed  td  give  up  any  thing  for  the  fake  of 
Chrift.  There  is  not  the  leaft  appearance  that  he 
Vas  cordial  in  his  profeffion  of  the  gofpel.  In 
the  mean- time  its  progrefs  in  the  world  muft 
•have  been  very  great  to  induce  a  worldly-minded 
man  like  Philip  to  countenance  it.  To  him  alfo, 
and  to  his  wife  Severa,  Origen  wrote  an  epiftle, 
which  was  extant  in  Eufebius'  time. 

By  Origen's  account  in  one  of  his  homilies,  it 
appears  that  the  long  peace  which  the  church 
(with  only  the  (hort  interruption  of  Maximin'^ 
perfecution)  had  enjoyed^  had  brought  on  a  great 
degree  of  lukcwarmncfs  and  even  much  religious 
indecorum  among  therti.  Let  the  reader  only  ob- 
ferve  the  difference  between  the  fcenes  he  herd 
defcribes  and  the  conduft  of  the  chriftians  both 
in  the  firft  and  fecond  century^  and  he  will  fed 
the  greatncfs  of  the  declenFion. 

*  *'  Several,  fays  he,  come  to  church  only  on  fo- 
iemn  feftivals,  and  then  not  fo  much  for  inftruc- 
tion  as  for  divcrlion  ;  fome  go  out  again  as  foon 
as  they  have  heard  the  lefture,  without  conferring 
or  a(king  the  pallors  any  queftions  ;  others  ftay 
not  till  the  Icfturc  is  ended,  and  others  know  not 
whether  there  is  any  fuch  thing,  but  entertain 
themfelvcs  in  a  corner  of  the  church." 

If  any  thing  under  God  can  conquer  this  care- 
lefs  fpiric,  ic  muft  be  the  faithful  difpenfati^n  of 
the  peculiar  truths  of  the  gofpel  in  a  praftical 
foul-fearching  manner.  But  the  rbility  for  this 
was  much  declined,  in  the  eaftern  part  of  the 
church   efpecially.     He  complains  clfcwhere  of 
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the  ambitious  and  haughty  manners  of  pallors,  and 
of  the  wrong  fteps  which  fome  took  to  obtain 
frefertnenls. 

This  great  man  was  now  once  more  employed 
in  confuting  another  error  in  Arabia ;  it  was  of 
ihofe  who  denied  the  intermediate  ftate  of  fouls ; 
and  this  he  managed  with  his  ufual  good  fuccefs^. 

Philip  enjoyed  the  fruits  of  his  crimes  five 
years,  and  was  then  (lain  and  fucceeded  by  Decius. 
A  little  before  his  death,  in  the  year  two  hundred  and 
forty-eight,  Cyprian  was  chofen  bifliop  of  Carthage. 
But  in  naming  him  a  ftar  of  the  firft  magnitude,  in 
thcfe  days,  has  been  mentioned  ;  and  after  the  fa- 
tigue of  hunting  out  a  little  of  chriftian  goodnefs 
with  much  diinculty,  it  will  not  be  anjifs  to  re- 
create ouil'clves  with  the  contemplation  of  a  cha- 
rafter  partaking  indeed  of  the  declenfions  of  thefc 
times,  but  far  fuperior,  in  real  fimplicity  and 
piety,  I  apprehend,  to  thofe  in  the  call  which  we 
have  reviewed. 


CHAP.     VII. 

THE    CONVERSIOrJ    OF    CYPRIAi;. 

THE  life  of  this  man  was  written  by  Pontius 
his  deacon.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  one 
who  muft  have  known  him  fo  Well,  (hould  have 
written  in  fo  incompetent  a  manner.  Y^ry  little 
diftinft  information  is  to  be  gathered  from  him  •, 
but  his  own  letters  are  extant,  and  from  theni  I 
(hall  endeavogr  to  exhibit  whatever  is  of  the 
greateft  moment.     They  are,  in  truth,  a  valuable 
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treafure  of  ecclefiaftical  hiftory  :  the  fpirit,  tafttfi 
difcipline,  and  habits  of  the  times^  among  chri* 
ftmns,  are  ftrongly  delineated ;  nor  have  we  in  all 
this  century  any  account  to  be  compared  with 
them.  He  was  a  profeflbr  of  oratory  in  the  city 
of  Carthage,  and  a  man  of  wealth,  qviality,  and 
ilighity.  Caccilius,  a  Carthaginian  pre(byter,  had 
the  felicity,  under  God,  to  condud  him  to  the 
knowledge  of  Chrift,  and  in  his  gratitude  Cypriali 
afterwardis  affumed  the  praenomen  of  Cjecilius.  His 
converfion  was  about  the  year  two  hundred  and 
forty,  fix,  two  years  before  he  was  chofen  bilhop 
of  Carthage.  About  thirteen  years  was  the  wbofo 
fcene  of  his  chriftian  life.  But  God  can  do  great 
things  in  a  little  time,  or  to  fpeak  more  nervouQy 
with  the  facred  writer,  "  one  day  is  with  the  Lord 
as  a  thoufand  years."  He  did  not  proceed  by  flow 
painful  fteps  of  argumentation,  but  feems  to  have 
been  led  on  with  vaft  rapidity  by  the  cfFedtual 
operation  of  the  Divine  Spirit,  and  happily,  in  JA 
great  meafure  at  lead,  to  have  efcaped  the  fhoals 
and  quickfands  of  falfe  learning  and  felf-conceit^ 
which  we  have  feen  fo  much  to  tarnifh  the  cha- 
rafter  of  his  eaftern  brethren.  Faith  and  loVC 
feem  in  native  fimplicity  to  have  poflefled  him 
when  an  early  convert.  He  faw  with  pity  th€ 
poor  of  the  flock,  and  he  knew  no  method  fo  pro- 
per of  employing  the  unrighteous  mammon  as  to 
relieve  thrir  diftrefs*.  He  fold  whole  eftatcs  for 
their  benefit. 

It  was  an  excellent  rule  of  the  Apo(lIe*s  con- 
cerning ordination,  *'  Not  a  novice,  left,  being 
lifted  up  with  pride,  he  fall  into  the  condemna- 
tion of  the  devil."  There  appeared  however  in 
Cyprian  a  fpirit  at  once  fo  fimple,  fo  zealous,  and 
fo  intelligent,  that  in  about  two  years  after  his 
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coiHrerfibn  he  was  chofen  prefbyter,  and  then  bi- 
flibp  of  Carthage. 

It  was  no  feigned  virtue  that  advanced  him 
thas  in  the  eyes  of  the  people.  The  love  of 
Chrift  evidently  preponderated  in  him  above  .all 
iecular  confid^rations.  His  wife  oppofed  his 
chriftian  fpirit  of  liberality  in  vain.  The  widow, 
the  orphan,  and  the  poor,  found  in  him  a  fympa- 
thiting  benefaftor  continually.  The  prefbyter 
Cacilius  muft  have  beheld  with  niuch  delight  the 
growing  virtues  of  his  pupil,  and  dying  recom- 
mended to  his  care  his  wife  and  children.  It  was 
with  much  reluftance  that  Cyprian  obferved  the 
dcfigns  of  the  people  to  choofe  him  for  their 
bifcop.  He  retired  to  avoid  their  folicitations^^ 
his  houfe  was  befie^ed,  and  his  retreat  rendered 
impoffible.  Ha  yielded  at  length  to  accept  of  the 
painful  pre-eminence.  For  fo  he  foon  found  it. 
Ifct  five  prcfbyters  were  enemies  to  his  exaltation. 
His  lenity,  patience,  and  benevolence  toward  them 
was  remarked  by  all. 

Pontius  tells  us  that  he  did  many  things  before 
ht  was  chofen  bifhop.  Indeed  a  fpirit  adtive  like 
his  muft  be  employed.  But  he  does  not  oblige  us 
with  the  communication  of  any  of  his  works.  His 
letter  to  Donatus  may  fafely  be  placed  within  this 
period;  as  St.  Auftin  tells  us  it  was  his  firft  work. 
Part  of  this,  as  it  will  illuftrate  his  converfion, 
and  Ihcw  the  fpirit  of  a  man  penetrated  with  Di- 
vine love,  and  lately  recovered  from  the  idolatry 
of  the  world,  well  deferves  to  be  tranflated, — **  1 
find  your  whole  care  and  concern  at  prefent  is  for 
converfion  :  you  look  at  me,  and  expert  from  me 
in  your  afFeftion  what  I  am  afraid  I  cannot  by  any 
Iftcans  anfwer.  Small  fruits  muft  be  expedted 
ttom  my  meannefs  •,  yet  I  will  attempt,  for  the 
fobjeft  matter  is  on  my  fide.    Let  plaufible  arts 

Z  of 


(     354     ) 

of  ambition  be  jufed  in  courts  •,  but  when  we  fpeak 
of  the  Lord  God,  plainnefs  and  fincerity^  not  the 
powers  of  eloquence,  (hould  be  ufed.  Hear  then 
things  not  eloquent,  but  ftrong  •,  not  courtly,  but 
rude-,  yet  proper  to  celebrate  the  Divine  gcodncfs. 
Hear  then  what  is  felt  before  it  is  learnt,  and  is 
not  coUefted  by  a  long  courfe  of  fpeculation,  but 
is  imbibed  by  the  foul,  by  the  compendium  of 
,grace  ripening  her  as  at  once. 

While  I  lay  in  darkncfs  and  the  night  of  pa- 
ganifm,  and  when  I  fludtuated  uncertain  and  dubi- 
ous with  wandering  fteps  in  the  fea  of  a  rempeftuous 
age,  ignorant  of  my  own  life,  alienated  from  light 
and  truth,  it  appeared  to  me  a  harfh  and  difficult 
thing,  as  my  manners  then  were,  to  obtain  what 
Divine  Grace  had  promifed,  that  a  man  (hould  be 
born  again  *,  and  that,  being  animated  with  the 
love  of  regeneration  by  a  new  life,  he  (hould 
ftrip  himfelt  of  what  he  was  before,  and  though 
the  body  remained  the  fame,  he  (hould  in  his  mind 
become  altogether  a  new  creature*.  HoW  can  fo 
great  a  change  be  po(rible,  faid  I,  that  a  man 
mould  fuddenly  and  at  once  put  off  what  nature 
and  habit  have  confirmed  in  him.  Thefe  evils 
are  deeply  and  clofely  fixed  in  us.  How  (hall  he 
learn  parfimohy  who  has  been  accuftomed  to  ex- 
penfive  and  magnificent  feafts?  And  how  (hall 
he  who  has  been  accuftomed  to  purple,  gold,  and 
coftly  attire,  condefcend  to  the  fimplicity  of  a 
plebeian  habit  ?  Can  he  who  was  delighted  with 
the  honours  of  ambition  live  private  and  obfcure? 
He,  attended  with  crowds  of  clients,  thinks  foli- 
tude  the  moft  dreadful  puni(hment.  He  moft 
ftill,  thought  I,  be  infefted  by  tenacious  allure- 
ments ;    drunkennefs,    pride,     anger,     rapacity, 

cruelty, 
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cruelty,  ambition,  and  luft,  muft  ftill  ddmineq:. 
over  him. 

In  all  this  I  had  a  peculiar  eye  to  my  own  cafe; 
I  was  myfelf  entangled  in  many  errors  of  my  for- 
mer life,  from  which  I  did  not  think  it  poffible  to 
be  cleared  :  whence  I  favoured  my  vices,  and 
through  deipair  of  what  was  better  I  cleaved  to 
my  own  evils  as  vernacular.  But  after  the  filth 
of  my  former  fins  was  waftied  off  by  the  laver  of 
regeneration,  and  Divine  light  infufed  itfelf  from 
above  into  my  heart,  now  purified  and  cleanfed; 
after,  through  the  out-pourins  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
from  heaven,  the  new  birth  had  made  me  a  new 
creature  indeed,  immediately  aod  in  an  amazing 
manner  dubious  things  began  to  be  cleared  up, 
things  once  (hut  to  be  opened,  dark  things  to 
Ihine  forth  ;  what  before  feemed  difiicult,  now  ap- 
peared feafible,  and  that  was  now  evidently  prac- 
ticable which  had  been  deemed  impoffiblc;  I  ac- 
knowledged that  which  was  born  after  the  flefh, 
and  had  lived  enQaved  by  wickednefs,  was  of  the 
earth;  but  the  new  life,  now  animated  by  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  began  to  be  of  God.  You  know 
yourfelf,  and  recoiled  as  well  as  myfelf,  what  that 
death  of  crimes  and  that  life  of  virtues  took  from 
us,  and  what  it  conferred  upon  us.  You  know 
yourfelf,  nor  do  I  proclaim  it :  to  boaft  of  one's 
own  praifes  is  odious ;  though  that  cannot  be 
called  an  expreflion  of  boafting,  but  of  gratitude, 
whatever  is  not  afcribed  to  the  virtue  of  man,  but 
is  profcflcd  to  proceed  from  the  gift  of  God  ;  fo 
that  a  deliverance  from  fin  begins  to  be  of  faith, 
the  preceding  (late  of  fin  was  the  effedt  of  hu- 
man error.  Of  God  it  is,  of  God,  I  fay,  even  all 
that  we  can  do ;  thence  we  live,  thence  we  have 
ftrength,  thence  conceiving  and  afiuming  vigour, 
though  as  yet  placed  below,  we  know  before*hand 
Z  2  the 
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tht  ^^efttgci  of  our  future  felicity.  Let  only  ftar 
be  the  guardian  of  innocence,  that  the  Lord,  who 
kindly  IhOne  into  our  minds  by  the  efFufion  of  hea- 
venly grace,  may  be  detained  as  our  gueft  by  the 
foul  delighting  in  him,  in  a  regular  courfc  of  up- 
right conduft,  left  pardon  received  Ihould  beget  a 
tfarelefs  prefumption,  and  the  old  enemy  break 
in  afrefh. 

But  if  you  keep  the  road  of  innocence  and 
rightcoufnefs,  if  you  walk  with  footfteps  that  do 
not  Aide,  if  hanging  with  all  your  heart  and  with 
all  your  might  on  God,  you  be  only  what  you 
have  begun  to  be,  you  will  then  find  according  to 
the  proportion  of  faith,  fo  will  your  attainments 
and  enjbycilents  be.  For  no  bound  of  meafure 
can  be  afligned  in  the  reception  of  Divine  Grace,' 
as  is  the  cafe  of  earthly  benefits.  The  Holy  Spirit 
poured  forth  profufely,  is  confined  by  no  limits, 
nor  rcftrained  by  any  barriers,  he  flows  perpetually, 
he  beftows  in  rich  abundance.  Let  our  heart  only 
thirft  and  be  open  to  receive  him  ;  as  much  of  ca- 
pacious  faith  as  we  bring,  fo  much  abounding 
grace  do  we  draw  from  him.  Hence  an  ability  is 
given,  in  fober  chaftity,  in  uprightnefs  of  mind, 
in  purity  of  words,  fof  the  healing  of  the  fick,  td 
be  able  to  extinguilh  the  force  of  poifon,  to  cleanfe 
the  filth  of  diftempered  minds,  to  fpeak  peace  to 
the  hoftile,  tranquillity  to  the  violent,  and  gentle- 
nefs  to  the  fierce ;  to  compel  unclean  and  wan- 
dering  fpirits  by  menaces  to  quit  their  hold  of 
men,  to  fcourge  and  controul  the  foe,  and  bring 
him  to  confefs  what  he  is  by  torments.— Thus,  of 
what  we  have  already  begun  to  be,  the  fpirit  re- 
ceived enjoys  its  licence  •,  though,  till  we  have 
changed  our  body  and  members,  the  profpeft,  as 
yet  carnal,  is  obfcured  by  the  cloud  of  the  world. 
What  a  power,  what  an  energy  is  this !  that  tht 
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foQi  ihould  not  only  be  emancipated  from  flavery, 
&nd  be  made  free  and  clean,  but  (till  ftronger  and 
viftorious,  to  be  able  to  triumph  pver  the  powers 
of  the  enemy  ?" 

The  teftimony  here  given  to  the  ejcftion  of  evil 
Iptrits,  as  a  common  thing  even  in  the  third  century 
atnpng  the  qhriftians,  dcferves  to  be  noticed,  as  a 
proof  that  miraculous  influences  had  not  ceafe4 
in  the  church.  Minucius  Felix  fpeaks  to  the 
fiime  purpofe,  and  I  think  with  more  precilion. 
*  Being  adjured  by  the  living  God,  they  tremble 
wretched  and  reluAant  in  the  bodies  of  mpn,  and 
cither  leap  out  immediately,  or  vanilh  by  degrees, 
as  the  faith  of  the  patient,  or  the  grace  of  the  per- 
son adminiftring  relief  may  be  ftrong  or  weak.'*-— 
Indeed  the  teftimony  of  the  Fathers  in  thefe  times 
is  fo  general  and  concurrent,  that  the  h6t  itfelf 
cannot  be  denied  without  univerfally  impeaching 
their  veracity.  It  is  not  my  province  to  dwc)l  on 
this ;  the  fanAifying  graces  of  the  fpirit  are  the 
inoft  important,  and  they  are  defcribed  by  Cyprian 
as  by  one  who  had  feen  and  tafted  them.  A  life 
9nd  energy,  far  out  of  the  reach  of  common  ra- 
tional procefTes  and  evidently  divine,  he  doubtlefs 
felt  in  himfelf  in  his  converfion,  and  he  appeals  to 
l)is  friend  Donatus  if  he  had  not  felt  the  fame. 

We  may  fafcly  infer  that  fuch  things  were  then 
frequently  known  among  chriftians,  even  though 
the  effufion  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  was  not  fo  much 
known  as  in  the  two  former  centuries.  Indeed 
what  elfe  can  account  for  a  change  fo  fudden,  fo 
rapid,  and  yet  fo  firm  and  folid,  as  obtained  in 
Cyprian  ?  For  nothing  can  be  conceived  more 
different  in  the  laft  thirteen  years  of  his  life,  than 
he  muft  have  been  from  his  former  felf.  Will 
modern  faftidioufnefs  call  all  this  enthufiafm  ? 
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The  reader  will  fee,  in  the  account  here  giveii) 
the  eflential  doctrines  of  juftificacion  and  regene- 
ration, by  Divine  Grace,  not  only  believed  but  ex- 
perienced by  this  zealous  African.  The  difference 
between  mere  human  and  divine  teaching  is  ren- 
dered more  ftriking  by  fuch  cafes.  With  no  great 
furniture  of  learning,  it  was  his  happinefs  to  knoi^* 
little  if  any  thing  of  the  then  reigning  philofo-^. 
phy.  We  fee  a  man  of  bufincfs  and  of  the  world 
rifing  at  once  a  Phoenix  in  the  church,  no  extra- 
ordinary Theologian  in  point  of  accurate  know* 
ledge,  yet  an  ufeful  praftical  divine,  an  accom- 
pH^d  Pallor,  flaming  with  the  love  of  God  and 
of  fouls,  and  with  unremitted  aftivity  fpcnding 
and  being  fpent  for  Chrift  Jefus.  This  is  the 
Lord's  doing,  and  it  Ihould  be  remarked  as  his. 
We  fhall  fee  his  own  convcrfion  prepared  him  for 
real  fcrvice,  and  while  they  difputed  and  reafoned 
in  the  eaft,  in  the  weft  they  loved. 

He  feems  to  exprcfs  a  remarkable  influence  of 
Divine  Grace  as  having  accompanied  his  baptifm. 
It  was  rcafonablc  to  fuppofe  that  it  was  commonly 
the  cafe  at  that  time :  the  inward  and  fpiritual 
grace  really  attended  the  outward  and  vifibic  fign. 
J t  is  to  be  lamented,  that  the  pervcrfion  of  after- 
ages  availing  itfelf  of  the  ambiguous  language  of 
the  fathers  on  this  fubjcft,  which  with  them  was 
natural  enough,  fuppofed  a  neceflliry  connexion 
to  take  place  where  there  had  been  a  common  one. 
In  Cyprian's  time  to  call' baptifm  itfelf  the  new 
birth  was  not  very  dangerous.     In  our  age  it  is 

J)oifon  itfelf;  for  it  has  long  been  the  fafhion  to 
uppofc  all  baptized  perfons  regenerate  of  courfe; 
and  thus  have  men  learnt  to  furnifh  themfclves 
with  a  convenient  cvafion  of  all  that  is  written  in 
fcripture  concerning  the  godly  motions  of  the 
Holy  Spirit. 

Cyprian 
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Cyprian  goes  on,  **  and  that  the  marks  of  Di* 
vine  goodncfs  may  appear  the  more  pcrfpicuoufliy 
by  a  difcovcry  of  the  truth,  I  will  lay  open  to  your 
view  the  real  (late  of  the  world,  removing  the 
darknefs  of  evils,  and  dctedting  the  hidden  dark- 
ncfs  of  this  prefent  courfc  of  things.  Fancy  your- 
felf  for  a  little  time  withdrawn  to  the  top  of  a 
kiffh  mountain,  thence  infpedt  the  tippearance  of 
things  below  you,  and  looking  all  around,  your- 
fclf  unfettered  by  worldly  connexions,  obferve  the 
fludtuating  tempefts  of  the  world,  you  will  pity 
mankind,  and  admonilhed  of  your  own  blifs,  and 
made  more  thankful  to  God,  y^u  will  with  more 
joy  congratulate  your  cfcape." 

He  then  gives  an  aflFcding  yiew  of  the  immen- 
fity  of  evils  which  the  ftate  of  mankind  at  that 
time  exhibited,  and-  graphically  delineates  the 
miferies  of  public  and  private  life,  and  then  re- 
turns to  the  dcfcription  of  the  bleffing  of  true 
chriftianity. 

^'  The  only  placid  and  found  tranquillity  then, 
the  only  folid,  firm,  and  perpetual  fecurity  is,  if 
any  man  delivered  from  the  tempefts  of  this  reft- 
Icfs  fcene,  be  ftationed  in  the  port  of  falvation, 
lift  up  his  eyes  from  earth  to  heaven,  and  being 
admitted  into  the  favour  of  the  Lord,  and  ap- 
proaching hear  to  his  God  with  his  mind,  juftly 
boaft  that  whatever  fublime  and  great  in  human 
things  among  others,  lies  within  the  fphere  of  his 
confcience.  He  who  is  greater  than  the  world, 
can  defire  nothing,  can  want  nothing  of  the  world. 
What  a  (table,  what  an  unlhaken  protection  is  it, 
a  caftle  truly  divine  and  fraught  with  eternal 
good,  to  be  loofed  from  the  fnares  of  an '  itangling 
world,  to  be  purged  from  earthly  dregs,  ro  be 
wafted  into  the  light  of  immortal  day,  and  to  fee 
what  the  infidious  rage  of  the  enemy  (who  before 
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Infefted  us)  plotted  againft  us.  We  are  the  more 
compelled  to  love  what  we  (hall  be,  while  it  is  al^ 
lowed  us  both  to  know  and  to  condemn  what  we 
were.  Nor  i^  there  any  need  for  this  of  price, 
of  canvafling,  or  of  manual  labour,  that  the  com* 
plete  dignity  or  power  of  man  m^y  be  acquired 
by  elaborate  efforts ;  but  the  gift  of  God  is  gra- 
tuitbus  and  eafy.  As  the  fun  ihines  freely,  a&  the 
fountain  bubbles,  as  the  rain  bedews,  ib  the  Cc- 
leftial  Spirit  infufes  himfelf.  After  the  foul, 
looking  up  to  heaven,  has  known  its  Author, 
higher  than  the  earth,  and  fublimer  than  all  fecu- 
lar  power,  (he  begins  to  be  what  (he  believes  her- 
felf  to  be.  Do  you,  whom  the  heavenly  warfare 
hath  marked  for  divine  fcrvice,  only  prefervc  un- 
tainted and  fober  your  chriftian  courfe  by  the  vir- 
tues of  religion.  Let  prayer  or  reading  be  yoiir 
ailiduous  employment;  one  while  fpeak  with  God, 
another  while  hear  him  fpeak  to  you;  let  him  in- 
ftrufl:  you  by  his  precepts,  let  him  regulfite  you  ; 
whom  he  hath  made  rich,  none  (hall  make  poor: 
There  can  be  no  penury  to  him  whofe  heart  has 
once  been  fattened  with  celeftial  marrow.  Roofs 
arched  with  gold,  and  houfes  inlaid  with  marble, 
will  be  vile  in  yo\ir  eyes,  when  you  know  that  you 
yourfelf  are  rather  to  be  cultivated  and  adorned ; 
that  this  houfe  is  more  valuable  which  the  Lord 
has  €ho(en  to  be  his  temple,  in  which  the  Holy 
Ghofl-  has  begun  to  dwell.  Let  us  adorn  this 
houfe  with  the  paintings  of  innocence,  let  us  illu- 
minate it  with  the  light  of  righteoufnefs.  This 
will  never  fall  into  ruin  through  the  decays  of  age; 
its  ornaments  (hall  newr  fade.  Whatever  is  not 
genuine  is  precarious,  and  affords  to  the  pofleiFor 
no  fure  foundation.  This  remains  in  its  culture 
perpetually  vivid,  in  honour  fpotlefs,  in  fplcndor 
eternaU  it  can  neither  be  aboliihcd  nor  eztin- 
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g^ifhed ;  only  it  will  receive  a  richer  improve- 
ment of  its  form  at  the  refurredtion  of  the  body- 
Let  us  fpend  this  day  in  joy,  nor  let  an  hour  of 
our  entertainment  be  unconnefted  with  Divine 
Grace.  ^  Let^  the  fober  banquet  refognd  with 
pfalms  *,  and  as  your  memory  is  good^  your  voice 
pairmonious,  perform  this  office  accordipfi;  to  cuf- 
tom.  Your  dear  friends  will  be  agreeably  fed,  if 
We  hear  fpiritually,  and  religious  harmony  delight 
pur  ears.'* 

In  all  this  the  intelligent  reader  fees  a  picture 
of  a  chriftian  alive,  poflTefled  of  feme  rich  por- 
ition  of  that  effufion  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  which, 
from  the  Apoftle's  days,  ftill  exhibited  Chrift 
Jefus,  and  fitted  by  experience  to  commusicate 
to  others  the  real  gofpel,  and  to  be  an  happy  in- 
ftrument  of  guiding  fouls  to  that  reft  which  re- 
mains for  the  people  of  God. 


CHAP.     VIII. 


TH£    BEGINNINGS   OF  THE   PERSECUTION  OF  DBCIUS, 
'    AND  CVPRIAN^S   GOVERNMENT  TILL   Hii   RETIRE- 
MENT. 

HOW  Cyprian  conduced  himfelf  in  his  bifhop- 
ric,  who  is  fufficient  to  relate  ?  fays  Pon- 
tius in  the  fulnefs  of  his  admiration.  Some  par- 
ticular account  however  might  have  been  expeded 
from  one  who  had  fuch  large  opportunity  of  in- 
formation. One  thins  he  notices  of  his  external 
appearance.  His  looks  had  the  due  mixture  of 
gravity  and  cheerfulnefs,  fo  that  it  was  doubtful 
whether  he  was  more  worthy  of  love  or  of  reve- 
rence. 
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rcncc.  His  drcfs  alfo  was  corrcfpondcnt  to  his 
looks  \  he  had  renounced  the  fecular  pomp  to 
which  his  rank  in  life  entitled  him,  yet  he  avoided 
affcfted  penury.  From  a  man  of  Cyprian's  piety 
and  good  fenfe  united,  fuch  a  condaft  might  be 
expefted. 

While  Cyprian  was  labouring  to  recover  the 
fpirit  of  godlinefs  among  the  Africans,  which  long 
peace  had  corrupted,  Philip  was  flain  and  fuc- 
ceeded  by  Deciles.  His  enmity  to  the  former 
.emperor  corifpired  with  his  pagan  prejudices  to 
bring  on  the  moft  dreadful  perfecution  which  thq 
church  had  yet  experienced.  It  was  evident  that 
nothitjg  lefs  than  the  deftrudion  of  the  chriftian 
name  was  intended.  The  chronology  is  here  re- 
markably  embarrafTed,  nor  is  it  an  object  of  con^ 
fequence  to  trouble  either  myfelf  or  the  reader 
with  any  ftudious  attempt  to  fettle  it.  Suffice  it  to 
fay  tUV'  the  eventfpl  period  before  us  of  Cyprian's 
bilhopric  extends  from  the  year  two  hundred  and 
forty-eight  to  two  hundred  and  fixty,  and  tha(. 
Dccius's  fucceffion  to  the  empire  muft  have  taken 
place  tow;ird  the  beginning  of  it.  The  perfecution 
rage4  with  aftonilhing  fury,  beyond  the  example 
of  farmer  perfecgtions  both  in  the  eaft  and  weft. 
The  latter  is  the  fcene  before  us  at  prefent.  And 
in  a  treatife  of  Cyprian  concerning  the  lapfed*, 
we  have  an  afFefting  account  of  the  dcclenfion 
from  the  fpirit  of  chriftianity,  whicli  had  taken 
place  before  his  converfion,  which  moved  God  lo 
chaftife  his  church.  *^  If  the  caufe  of  our  miferies, 
fays  he,  be  inveftigated,  the  cure  of  the  wound  is 
found.  The  Lord  would  have  his  family  to  be 
tried.  And  becaufe  the  long  peace  had  corrupted 
the  difcipline  divinely  revealed  to  us,  the  heavenly 
chaftifemenc  hath  raifed  up  our  faith  which  had 
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lain  almoft  dormant;  and  when  by  our  fins  we  had 
deferved  to  fufFcr  ftill  more,  the  merciful  Lord  fo 
moderated  all  things,  that  the  whole  fcene  rather 
deferves  the  name  of  a  trial  than  a  perfecution. 
Each  were  bent  on  improving  his  patrimony;  for- 
getting what  believers  had  done  under  the  Apoftles, 
and  what  they  ought  always  to  do,  they  brooded 
over  the  arts  of  amafling  wealth.     The  pallors 
and  the  deacons  each  forgat  their  duty,  works  of 
mercy  were  neglected,  and  difcipline  was  at  the 
loweft  ebb.     Luxury  and  effeminacy  prevailed. 
Meretricious  arts  in  drefs  were  cultivated.    Fraud 
and  deceit  were  pradifed  among  brethren.     Chri- 
ftians  could  unite  themfelvcs  in  matrimony  with 
unbelievers,  could  fwear  not  only  without  reve- 
rence, but  even  without  veracity,  with  haughty 
afperity  they  defpifed  their  ecclefiaftical  fuperiors; 
could  rail  againft  one  another  with  outrageous 
acrimony,  and  condu6t  quarrels  with  fettled  malice; 
even  many  bifliops,  who  ought  to  be  guides  and 
patterns  to  the  reft,  neglefting  the  peculiar  duties 
of  their  ftations,  gave  themfelves  up  to  fecular 
purfuits:  defcrting  their  places  of  refidence  and 
tReir  flocks,  they  travelled  through  diftant  pro- 
vinces in  queft  of  gain,  gave  no  afHAance  to  the 
needy  brethren,  were  infatiable  in  their  third  of 
money,  poffeffed  eftates  by  fraud,  and  multiplied 
ufury.     What  have  we  not  deferved  to  fuffcr  for 
fuch  a  conduft  ?  Even  the  Divine  Word  hath 
foretold  us  what  we  might  expcft,  "  if  bis  children 
fcrfake  »/y  laiv^  and  walk  not  in  nty  judgment  j^  I  will 
vijit  their  offences  with  the  rod^  and  their  Jin  with 
fcourges,"**     Thefe  things  had  been  denounced  and 
foretold,  but  in  vain  ;  our  fins  had  brought  our 
affairs  ro  that  pafs,  that  while  we  defpifed  the 
Lord's  directions  we  were  obliged  to  undergo  the 
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(TorreAion  of  our  evils  and  th(f  trial  of  our  faith 
by  fcverc  remedies.** 

That  a  deep  declepfion  from  chriftian  purity  had 
taken  place  not  only  in  (he  eaft^  where  falfe  philofo- 
phy  aided  its  progrefs  as  yft  have  feen,  but  alfo  in 
the  weft,  where  the  comnnkon  influence  of  profperity 
on  human  depravity  alone  appears,  is  now  com- 
pletely evident,  and  it  deferves  to  be  remarked,  that 
the  Brft  grand  and  general  declenfion,  fince  the  firft 
out-pouring  of  the  Divine  Spirit,  (hould  be  fixed 
about  the  middle  of  this  century.  The  wifdom 
and  goodnefs  of  God  is  alfo  to  be  obferved  in  firft 
qualifying  the  bifhop  of  Carthage  by  a  ftrong  per- 
ibnal  work  on  his  own  heart,  ^nd  then  in  raifing 
him  to  the  fee  of  Carthage  to  fuperintend  the 
weftern  part  of  his  church  in  a  time  of  trial  like 
the  prefent,  which  (hould  operate  as  a  wholefome 
medicine  to  revive  the  declining  fpirit  of  chri- 
ftianity,  and  which  needed  all  that  fortitude,  zeal, 
and  wifdom  with  v^hich  he  was  fo  eminently 
endowed. 

In  fuch  a  fituation  it  is  nof  to  be  expe^ed  that 
Cyprian's  people  would  in  general  (land  their 
ground;  avarice  had  taken  fuch  deep  root  among 
ihem  that  vaft  numbers  lapfed  into  idolatry  im- 
mediately. Even  before  men  were,  accufed  as 
chriftians,  many  ran  to  the  forym  and  facrificed  to 
the  gods  as  they  were  ordered,  and  the  crowds  of 
them  were  fo  large  *  that  the  magilt rates  wifhed  to 
defer  a  number  of  them  till  the  next  day^  but  were 
.  importuned  by  the  wretched  fuppitcants  to  allow 
them,  that  night  to  prove  tbemfelves  heathens. 

At  Rome  the  perfecution  raged  with  unremit- 
ting violence.  There  Fabian  the  bifhop  fuffered, 
apd  for  fome  time  it  became  impradicable  to  eledt 
a  jfuccejOfor  -,  and  yet  it  does  not  appear  that  the 

metropolis 

*  Cypri.  delapfis; 
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metropolis  fufPercd  more  in  proportibn  than  fomc 
other  places,  fince  wc  find  that  the  flame  of  per- 
iecucion  had  driven  fome  bifhops  from  diftartt  pro- 
vinces, who  fled  for  flielter  to  Rome*.  Cyprian, 
however,  having  been  regularly  informed  by  the 
Roman  clergy  of  the  martyrdom  of  their  bilhop^ 
•congratulated  them,  on  his  glorious  exitj  j:  add 
exulted  on  occafion  of  his  uprightnefs  and  in- 
tegrity. He  expreflfes  the  pleafure  he  conceived 
that  his  edifying  example  had  fo  much  penetrated 
their  minds^  and  owns  the  energy  which  he  felt 
to  imitate  the  pattern. 

MOyfes  and  Maximus,  two  Roman  prefbytcrs^ 
with  other  confeflbrs,  were  alfo  feized  aria  im- 
prifoned.  Attempts  were  repeatedly  made  to 
perfuade  them  to  relinquifii  the  faith,  but  in  vain« 
Cyprian  found  means  to  write  to  thenfi  alfo  a  letter 
full  of  benevolence  and  breathing  the  ftrongeft 
pathos  f .  He  tells  them  that  his  heart  was  with 
them  continually,  that  he  prayed  for  them  in  his 
public  miniftry,  and  in  private.  He  comforts 
them  under  the  preflurcs  of  hunger  and  thirft 
which  they  endured,  and  congratulates  them  for 
living  now  not  for  this  life,  but  for  the  next,  and 
particularly  becaufe  their  example  would  be  a 
means  of  confirming  many  who  Were  in  a  waver- 
ing ftate«  But  Carthage  foon  became  an  unfafe 
fcene  to  Cyprian  himfelf.  By  repeated  fufFrages 
of  the  people  at  the  theatre  he  was  demanded  to 
be  taken  and  given  to  the  lions ;  and  it  behoved 
him  immediately  either  to  retire  into  a  place  of 
fafety,  or  to  cxpedt  the  crown  of  martyrdom. 

Cyprian's  fpirit  in  interpreting  fcripture  was 
more  fimple,  and  more  accommodated  to  receive 
its  plain  and  obvious  fenfe;  than  that  of  men  who 
had  learnt  to  refine  and  fubtilize.     He  knew  the 

liberty 
•  Ep.  31.  Patn.  Edit.  t  Ep.  4.  f  Ep.  16. 
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liberty  which  his  Divine  Mafter  had  given  to  his 
people  of  fleeing,  when  they  were  perfecuted  in  one 
city,  to  another,  and  he  embraced  it.  Nay,  he  feems 
fcarce  to  have  thought  it  lawful  to  do  otherwifc. 
Even  the  lall  (late  of  his  martyrdom  cvinces*this. 
His  manner  of  enduring  it  when  it  ()rovid^nti. 
ally  was  brought  on  him  fufficiently  clears  him  of 
all  fufpicion  of  pufiUanimity.  To  unite  fuch  feem- 
ingly  oppofite  things  as  difcretion  and  fortitude, 
each  in  a  very  high  degree,  is  a  fure  charadleriftic 
of  greatnefs  in  a  chriftian,  it  is  grace  in  its  higheft 
exercife.  Pontius  thinks  it  was  not  without  a 
particular  divine  diredion  that  he  was  moved  to 
adl  in  this  manner  for  the  benefit  of  the  church. 
Behold  him  now  fafe,  under  God,  from  the  arm 
of  perfecution,  through  the  love  of  his  people,  ia 
fome  place  of  retreat,  for  the  fpace  of  two  years, 
and  let  us  next  fee  how  this  time  was  employed. 


CHAP.     IX. 


THE  HISTORY  OF  CYPRIAN  AND  THE  WESTERN 
CHURCH  DURING  HIS  RETIREMENT  OF  TWO 
YEARS, 

CYPRIAN  was  never  more  aftive  than  in  his 
retreat.  Nothing  of  moment  occurred  ip 
ecclefiaftical  affairs  either  in  Africa  or  in  Italy 
with  which  he  was  not  acquainted  ;  and  his  coun- 
fels  under  God  were  of  the  greateft  influence  in 
both  countries.  I  (hall  endeavour  to  abbreviate 
the  account  from  his  own  letters  which  were  writ- 
ten in  this  period. 

The 
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The  prefbyters  of  Carthage  fcnt  Clemencius,  a 
Tub-deacon,  to  Rome,  from  whom  the  Roman 
clergy  learnt  the  retreat  of  the  biftiop.  They,  in 
return,  exprefs  to  the  Africans  their  perfed  agree- 
ment in  opinion  concerping  the  faft,  becaufe  he 
was  an  eminent  charadcr,  and  a  life  extremely 
.  valuable  to  the  church.  They  rcprefent  the  con- 
flidl  as  very  important,  which  God  had  now  per- 
mitted, to  try  his  fervants,  willing  to  manifeft  both 
to  angels  and  to  men,  that  the  conqueror  ihall  be 
crowned,  and  the  conquered  be  felf-condemned. 
They  exprefs  the  deep  fenfc  which  they  had  both 
of  their  own  fituation  and  that  of  the  clergy  bf 
Carthage,  whofe  duty  it  was  to  take  care  not  to 
incur  the  cenfure  pafled  on  faithlcfs  fhepherds  in 
the  prophet*,  but  rather  to  imitate  their  Lord  the 

good  fhepherd  who  laid  down  his  life  for  the 
leepj,  and  who  fo  earneftly  and  repeatedly 
charges  Simon  Peter,  as  a  proof  of  his  love  to  his 
Mafter,  to  feed  his  flieepf .  "  We  would  not 
wifli,  dear  brethren,"  fay  they,  **  to  find  you  mere 
mercenaries,  but  good  fhepherds,  fincc  you  know 
It  muft  be  highly  finful  in  you  not  to  exhort  the 
brethren  to  (land  immoveable  in  the  faith,  left  the 
brethren  be  totally  fubyertcd  by  idolatry.  Nor 
do  we  only  in  words  thus  exhort  you,  but,  as  you 
may  learn  from  many  who  come  from  us  to  you, 
we  have  done,  and  ftill  do,  with  the  help  of  God, 
all  thefe  things  with  all  folicitude  and  at  the  hazard 
of  our  livcfs,  having  before  our  eyes  the  fear  of 
God  and  perpetual  punilhment,  rather  than  the 
fear  of  men  and  a  temporary  calamity ;  not  de- 
fcrting  the  brethren,  and  exhortipg  them  to  ftand 
in  the  faith,  and  to  be  ready  to  follow  their  Lord 
when  called  ;  we  have  alfo  done  our  utmoft  to  re- 
cover thofe  who  had  gone  up  to  facrifice  to  fave 

.  their 
f  Ezek.  xxxir.  3,4*  t  Jo^°  x-  t  John  xxi. 
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theit*  lives.  Our  church  ftands  firm  in  the  faicb 
in.  general,  though  fomc  overcome  by  terror,- 
either  becaufe  they  were  perfons  in  high  life,  or 
were  moved  by  the  fear  of  man,  have  lapfed  y  yet 
thefe,^  though  feparated  from  us,  We  do  not  give 
up  as  loft  altogether,  but  we  exhort  them  to  re- 
pent,- if  they  may  find  mercy  with  him  who  is 
able  to  fave ;  left,  by  relinquilhing  them,  we  make 
them  ftill  more  incurable. 

Thus,  brethren,  we  would  wifli  you  alfo  to  do^ 
as  much  as  in  you  lies,  exhorting  the  lapfed,  fhould 
they  be  feized  a  fecond  time,  to  confefs  then-  Sa-* 
viour.  And  we  fuggeft  to  you  to  receive  agaiii 
into  communion  any  of  thefe,  if  they  heartily  de- 
fire  it,  and  give  proofs  of  found  repentance.  And 
certainly  officers  fhould  be  appointed  to  minifter 
to  the  widows,  the  fick,  thofe  in  prifon,  and  thofe 
who  are  in  a  ftate  of  banifiiment.  A  fpecial  care 
Ihould  be  exercifed  over  the  catechumens,  to  prc- 
ferve  them  from  apoftacy  -,  and  thofe  whofe  duty 
it  is  to  inter  the  dead  ought  to  confider  the  inter- 
ment of  the  martyrs  as  matter  of  indifpenfablc 
obligation. 

Certain  we  are,  that  thofe  fervants  who  fhall  be 
found  to  have  been  thus  faithful  in  that  which  is 
leaft  will  have  authority  over  ten  cities*.  May 
God,  who  does  all  things  for  thofe  who  hope  in 
him,  grant  that  .we  may  all  be  found  thus  dili- 
gently employed  !  The  brethren  in  bonds,  the 
clergy,  and  the  whole  church  falute  you,  all  of  us 
with  earneft  folicitude  watching  for  all  who  call 
on  the  name  of  the  Lord.  And  we  befcech  you,  in 
return,  to  be  mindful  of  us  alfo  in  your  prayer$.'' 

Several  obfervations  offer  themfclvcs  on  this  oc- 
cafion.  1.  It  appears  both  at  Rome  and  Carthage 
that  the  reduced  mode  of  epifcopacy  was  the  form 

of 
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bf  ecclefiaftical  government  which  gradually  pre« 
vailed  in  the  chriftian  world.  It  is  not  to  be  fup- 
pofcd  tliat  the  whole  body  of  Chriftians  either  at 
Rome,  or  at  Carthage,  was  no  more  than  what; 
might  be  contained  in  one  alTembly.  The  inference 
is  obvious. 

2.  The  Roman  church  appears^  in  the  t>eginning 
of  Decius's  pcrfecution  at  lead,  to  have  been  in  a 
much  more  thriving  (late  than  that  of  Carthage^, 
and  their  clergy  to  have  been  models  worthy  pf/ 
imitation  in  all  ages. 

3.  rhe  adminiftration  of  difcipline  wifely  tem-v, 
pered  by  tendernefs  and  ftpiftnefs  among  them,  is. 
admirable. 

4.  The  work  of  the  Divine  Spirit  infufing  thc.- 
larged  charity,  even  to  the  laying  down  of  theio 
lives  for  the  brethren,  is  apparent  among  them^ 

See  now  the  fpirit  of  a  primitive  pafton  full  of' 
charity  and  meeknefs,  zeal  and  prudence^  in  the 
following  letter  of  Cyprian  to  his  clergy. 

"  Being  hitherto  preferved  by  the  favour  of 
GU)d,  I  falute  you,  deareft  brethren,  rejoicing  to. 
hear  of  your  fafcty.  As  prefcnt  circumftances 
permit  not  my  prefcnce  among  you^  I  beg  you,  by 
your  faith  and  by  the  tyes  of  religion^  to  dis- 
charge your  office,  in  conjunftion  with  mine  alfo, 
that  nothing  be  wanting  either  on  the  head  of  dif- 
cipline or  of  diligence.  I  beg  that  nothing  may 
be  wanting  to  fupply  the  neceffities  of  thofe  who 
are  imprifoncd  becaufe  of  their  glorious  confeffion 
of  God,  or  who  labour  under  the  preffures  of  in- 
digence and  poverty,  fince  the  whole  ecclefiaftical 
fund  is  in  the  hands  of  the  clergy  for  this  very 
pgrpofe,  that  a  number  may  have  it  in  their 
power  to  relieve  the  wants  of  individuals. 

I  beg  furthet',  that  you  would  ufe  every  pru- 
dchtial  and  cautious  method  to  procure  the  peace 
of  the  church  \.  and   if  the  brethren,   through 

A  a  charity^ 
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charity,  wi(&  to  confclr  with  and  vi(it  thofe  pibui 
confeflbrs,  ;vfrh)otA  the  Divine  goodncfs  hath  thus 
far  flione  upon  by  fuch  good  beginnings,  that 
they  w6ald  howivef  do  this  cautioufly,  not  in 
crowds,  Abl*  iA  a  multitude  ^  left  any  odiOm  (houid 
hence  arife,  and  the  liberty  of  admilHon  be  denied 
altog^thir ;  and  while,  through  greedinefs,  we  aim 
at  too  nduch,  we  lofe  all.     Confult  therefore  and 

SroVide,  thaCt  this  i^ay  be  done  fafel/  and  with 
ifcretiott ;  f6  that  the  prcftiyters  o'lie  by  one,  ac- 
companied  by  the  deacons  in  turfi,  may  fuccef- 
fively  minifter  to  them,  becaufe  the  change  of 
pibrfons^  vifitii^g  them  is  tefs  Itable  to  breed  fufpi- 
cion.  For  in  all  things  we  ought  to  be  meek  and 
humble,  as  becomes  the  ferVants  of  God,  to  re- 
deem the  time,  to  have  a  regard  for  ptace,  ahd  to 
provide  for  th6  people.  Moft  dearly  beloved  and 
longed-for,  I  wi(h  ^foii  alt  pf ofperity,  and  to  re- 
member us.  Salute  all  the'  brethren  ;  Vi&or  the 
deacon,  and  thofe  that  are  ^ith  us,  falute  you*.** 

The  defedtion  of  fuch  numbers  muft  have  pene.^. 
trated  deeply  the  fervent  and  charitable  fpirit  of 
Cyprian.  Not  Ottly  very  many  of  the  laity,  but 
part  6f  the  clergy  had  alfo  been  feduced.  **  I  could 
have  w?(hed,**  %  faysr  he,  ^^  deareft  brethftn,  to  have 
had  it  in  rfiy  povfrer  to  falute  youi^  whole  body 
fourid  and  intire ;  biTC  as  the  melancholy  tenfipeft 
has,  }n  addition  to  the  fall  of  fo  many  of  the  peo- 
ple, alfo  afFeAed  part  6f  the  clergy,  fad  accumu- 
lation of  our  fotrow  \  we  pray'  the  Lord,  that  by 
Divine  mercy  we  may  be  enabled  to  falute  you,  at 
leaft,  ^hom  we  have  known  to  ftand  firm  in  faith 
and  virtue,  fafe  for  the  time  to  come.  And 
though  the  caufe  loudly  called  on  me  to  haften 
my  return  to  you;  firft,  on  account  of  my  own  dc- 
fire  and  regret  for  the  lofs  of  your  company,  a  de*. 
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fire  which  burns  ftrongiy  within  mci  in  the  ncif 
place,  that  we  might  in  full  council  fettle  the  va^ 
rious  objefts  in  the  church  which  require  atren- 
tian ;  yer,  on  the  whole,  to  remain  ftill  concealed 
fecmcd  more  advifeable  on  account  of  other  ad- 
vantages which  {Certain  to  the  general  fafety^  an 
account  of  which  our  dear  brother  Tertullus  will 
give  you,  who»  agreeably  to  that  care  which  he  em- 
ploys in  divine  works  with  fo  much  zeal,  wAs  alfo 
the  advifcr  of  this  counfel,  that  I  fhould  aft  with 
caution  and  moderation,  and  not  raftily  commit 
myfelf  to  the  public  view  in  a  place  where  I  had 
fo  often  been  fought  and  called  for, 

Relying  therefore  on  your  charity  and  con- 
fcicrntioufnefs,  of  which  1  have  had  good  experi- 
ence, I  exhort  and  char^  you  by  thefc  letters^ 
that  you*  whofe  fituation  is  Icfs  dang)brous  and  in- 
vidious, would  fupply  my  lack  of  fcrvice.  Let 
the  poor  be  attended  to  as  much  as  poffiblc,  thofc 
I  mean  who  have  ftood  the  teft  of  per  fee  ut  ion  ; 
fuffcr  them  not  to  want  neceflaries,  left  indigence 
do  that  again  ft  them  which  perfecution  could  not,  I 
know  the  charity  of  the  brethren  has  provided 
for  very  many  of  fhcm  j  yet  if  any  want  meat  or 
cJoathing,  as  1  wrote  you  before,  while  they  were 
yet  in  prifon*,  let  their  neceffities  be  fupplied/* 

In  what  follows  he  {hews  the  deep  knowledge 
which  he  had  of  the  depravity  of  the  heart,  apt 
fo  fall,  through  vain  glory  and  felf- conceit,  on  the 
confcioufnefs  of  having  well  performed  our  part 
in  any  refpefV,  and  1  cannot  forbear  tranfcribing 
the  praftical  rules  of  humility  which  follow, 

*'  Only  let  them  knowj  that  they  muft  be  in- 

ftruftcd  and  taught  by  you,  as  the  doftrincs  of 

fcripturc  require  fubordi  nation   in  the  people  to 

their  paftors  i  they  ihould  cultivate  an  humble, 

A  a  2  modeft, 

*  It  appears  from  hence  that  a  cumber  of  them  had  been  relc^ed. 
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modefl:,  and  peaceable  demeanoor,  that  thofe  who 
have  been  glorious  in  confeffion,  rpay  be  equally 
fo  in  condu£fc. — The  harder  trial  yet  remains:  — 
the  Lord  faith)  **  He  that  endureth  to  the  end,  the 
fame  fliall  be  faved*."  Let  them  iniitate  the  Lord, 
whpfp  humility  never  (hone  more  than  at  the  eve 
of  his  paflion,  when  he  wafiied  his  difciples'  feet. 
The  Apoftle  Paul  too,  after  repeated  lufferings, 
ftill  continued  mild  and  humble.  His  alTumption 
to  the  third  heaven  begat  in  him  no  arrogance, 
neiither,  fays  he,  ^^  did  we  eat  any  man's  bread  for 
nought,  but  laboured  and  travailed  night  and  dayv 
that  we  might  not  be  chargeable  to  aay  of  youiji". 

Each  of  thefe  things  do  you  inftill  into  the 
brethren;  and  becaufe  he  who  humbles  himfelf 
{hall  be  exalted,  noW  is  the  time  niore  particularly, 
that  they  fhould  fear  the  fnares  of  the  ertemy  ii 
fouls^  who  loves  to  attack  the  ftrongeft,  and  tp. 
revenge  the  difgrace  which  he  has  already  fuftained 
from  therD'  The  Lord  grant  that  in  due  feafon  I 
may  be  Enabled  to  fee  thpm  again,  and  exhort 
them  to  ufeful  purpofe.  For  I  am  grieved  to  hear 
that  fome  run  about  in  infolenc  and  idle  fopleries, 
or  give  themfelves  up  to  ftrife,  and  even  pollute 
thole  members  which  had  confejTed  Chrift,  by 
fornication,  and  are  not  willing  to  be  fubjed  to 
the  deacons  or  prefbyters,  but  feem  to  a£t  as  if 
they  intended,  by  the  bad  condud  of  a  few  con- 
feiibrs,  to  bring  difgrace  on  the  whole  body.  He 
is  a  true  confefTor  indeed,  of  whom  the  church 
may  not  blufh,  but  glory. 

To  the  point  concerning  which  certain  prefbyters 
wrote  to  me,  I  can  anfwer  nothing  alone;  for  from 
the  beginning  of  my  bi(hopric  I  determined  to  do 
nothing  without  your  confent  and  the  content  of 
the  people.    But  when  I  (ball  return  to  you  by 

the 
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the  favour  of  God,  we  will  treat  in  common  of 
all  thirtgs." 

♦  In  the  next  letter  to  the  confeflbrs  he  dwells 
on  the  fame  fubje£t,  the  ill  conduct  of  fome  of 
them.  The  ufe  of  good  difcipline  in  the  church 
of  God,  the  benefits  of  orderly  fu^eftion  in  the 
members,  the  danger  of  pride  and  feif-exaltation, 
and  the  deceitfulnefs  of  the  human  heart,  appear 
hence  abundantly. 

After  having  congratulated  them  on  the  fteadi- 
nefs  of  their  confeffion,  he  reminds  them  of  the 
iicceffity  of  perfeverance,  fince  faith  itfelf  and  the 
new  birth  faves  us  to  life  eternal,  not  nicrely  as 
once  received,  but  preferved.  He  reminds  them, 
that  the  Lord  regards  him  that  is  poor  and  of  a 
contrite  fpirit,  and  that  trembles  at  his  words,  and 
he  rejoices  to  find  that  the  greateft  part  of  the 
confeflbrs  thus  adorned  the  gofpel.  But  he  had 
heard  that  fome  of  them  were  puffed  up;  to  thefc 
lie  exhibits  the  mild,  charitable,  and  humble  fpirit 
Df  the  Lamb  of  God :  "  And  dare,  fays  he,  any 
one  who  lives  by  him  now,  and  who  lives  in  him, 
to  lift  himfclf  lip  with  pride?  He  that  is  leaft 
among  you,  the  fame  fhall  be  great.  How  exe- 
crable ought  that  to  appear  among  you  which  we 
have  heard  with  the  deepeft  forrow  of  heart  ?" 
lie  then  repeats  what  he  had  before  mentioned 
of  the  lafcivioufnefs  of  fome. 
'  "  Contentions  and  ftrifei  ought  to  have,  no 
place  among  you,  fince  the  Lord  has  left  us  his 
fieace.  I  befeech  you  abftain  from  reproaches 
and  abufe ;— for  he  who  fpeaks  what  is  peaceable, 
and  good,  and  juft,  according  to  the  precepts  of 
Chrift,  confefles  Chrift  daily.  We  renounced  the 
World  when  we  were  baptized ;  but  now  we  truly 
renounce  the  world,  when  being  tried  and  proved 
'    '  A  a  3  by 
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by  God»  leaving  all  our  own  things  we  have  foW . 
lowed  the  Lord,  and  ftand  and  live  in  his  faithr' 
and  fean     Let  us  ftrengthen  one  another  with 
mutual  exhorcdtions,  and  ttrive  to  grow  in  the 
Lord^  that  when  m  his  mercy  he  (ball  give  us 
peace,  which  he  has  promifed*  we  may  return  to 
the  church  as  new  mtn»  and  that  both  our  bre-^ 
thren  and  the  Gentiles  may  receive  us  improve 
in  holy  conduct,  that  they  who  before  admire^ 
the  fortitude  of  chrillians,  may  admire  alfo  the^ 
excellency  of  their  morals /* 

The  mind  of  Cyprian,  full  of  the  fear  of  God, 
and  reflefting,  from  a  comp^nfon  of  chriftian  pre- 
cepts with  the  praftice  of  profeflbrs,  how  deeply 
his  people  had  provoked  the  Lord  before  rhc  pcr^ 
iecution,  was  vehemently  incited  to  ftir  ihem  up 
to  repentance.  See  how  he  preaches  to  the  people 
from  his  rcccfs*. 

"  Though  I  am  fenfible,  deareft  brethren,  for 
the  fear  which  we  all  owe  to  God,  that  you  are 
pnftant  in  prayers,  yet  I  alfo  admonilh   you  that 
[you  would  breathe  out  your  fouls  to  God,  not 
^cinly  in  words,  but  alfo  in  fading,  tears,  and  every 
method  of  fuppUcation,     In  truth,   we  muft  un- 
derhand and  confcfs  that  the  apollacy  which,  in 
fo  large  a  degree,  has  wafted  our  Qock,  and  ftill 
,  waftcs  it,   is  the  proper  conlequence  of  our  fins," 

He  then  goes  on  to  fpeak  of  their  praftical  cor- 
f  ruptions,  as  he  does  in  his  treatile  concerning  the 
fllapfcd.  **  And  what  plagues,  what  ftripes  do  we 
not  defer ve,  fince  even  confeiTbrs,  who  ought  to 
te  patterns  to  the  reft,  are  quite  diiorderly  !  Hence, 
while  the  tumid  and  indecent  pride  of  their  con- 
fefllon  puffs  up  fome,  torments  have  come,  and 
torments  unremitted,  tedious,  and  nioft  diftrefling, 
even  to  death  itfelf,'*  ,  , 

Let 
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tLct  us  pray  with  our  whole  heart  for  mercy,  if 
JO  receiving  we  find  a  delay,  becaufe  we  have 
deeply  offended  i  let  us  knock,  becaufe  to  him 
that  knockcih  it  fhall  be  opened,  if  only  prayers, 
groans,  and  tears  beat  the  door/'  He  then  re- 
cords l9me  vifion^,  which,  as  they  rather  fuit  the 
dilpcnfaEion  of  that  age  in  which  miracks  were  by 
HO  means  wanting,  I  pafs  over, 

V  Our  Matter  himfcif  prayed  for  us,  being  him- 
felf  no  finner,  but  bearing  our  fins.  And  if  he 
labour  and  watch  for  us  and  our  fins,  how  much 
more  ftiould  ^e  be  urgent  in  prayer,  firlV  intreat- 
ing  our  Lord  himfcif,  and  then  through  him  wc 
may  obtain  favour  with  God  the  Father.  The 
father  himfcif  correfts  and  takes  care  of  us, 
Aanding  ftiU  in  the  faith  in  the  midft  of  prcffures, 
and  fticking  clofe  to  his  Chrift,  as  it  is  written, 
'*  Whp  Ihall  feparatc  us  from  the  love  of  Chrift  ? 
Stall  tribulation,  or  diftrcfs,  or  pcrfccutioHji  or 
famine,  or  nakednefs,  or  peril,  or  fword?'*  None 
of  thefe  can  fcparate  believers,  nothing  can  pluck 
off  thofe  who  ftick  to  his  body  and  blood.  Per- 
fecution  is  the  examination  and  trial  of  our  heart, 
God  would  have  us  to  be  fifted  and  tried,  nor  was 
ever  his  Help  wanting  in  trials  to  thofe  who  be- 
lieve. Let  our  eyes  be  lifted  up  to  heaven,  left 
earth  with  its  in t icemen ts  deceive  us»  If  the  Lord 
fee  us  humble  and  quiet,  lovingly  united,  and  cor- 
reded  by  the  prefent  tribulation,  he  will  deliver  us, 
.Correlation  has  qome  .firft,  pardon  will  follow  ;  let 
us  only  pray  on  infteady  faith,  and  like  men  placed 
between  the  ruins  of  the  fallen,  and  the  remains  of 
thofe  who  fear,  between  a  numerous  company  of 
the  fick,  and  a  fmall  band  of  thofe  who  lland.'^ 

The  perfect! t ion  at  Carthage  hence  appears 
very  dreadful,  but  moftly  fo  on  account  of  the 
(lumber  of  apoftates;  and  chrift ian  faith,  patience, 
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md  bagnanimity  in  Cyprian,  and  a  fm^n  remnanti 
were  in  full  excrcifc. 

The  pcrfccutors  endeavoured  to  leflcn  the*  num- 
ber of  cnriftians  by  banifhing  thofe  who  confeflM 
Chrift  from  Carthage;  but  this  not  anfwering 
their  purpofe,  they  proceeded  to  cruel  torments. 
Cyprian  hearing  that  fome  had  expired  under  then* 
fufferings,  and  others  were  ftill  in  prifon  yet  alive, 
Wrote  to  thofe  laft  a  letter  of  encouragement  arid 
confolation.  Their  limbs  had  been  forely  mangled 
and  torn,  and  appeared  like  one  continued  wound; 
yet  they  remained  firm  in  the  faith  and  love  of 
Jefus.  One  of  them  (Mappalicus;  amidft  his  tor- 
ments, faid  to  the  Froconful,  *'  To-morrow  you 
(hall  fee  a  conteft.**  What  he  uttered  in  faith  the 
Lord  fulfilled,  and  he  loft  his  life  in  the  conflift 
next  day*. 

So  keenly  was  the  mind  of  Gyprian  fet  on  hea- 
venly things,  and  fo  completely  lifted  up  above 
the  world,  that  he  ardently  exulted  and  triumphed 
in  thofe  fcenes  of  horror.  He  dcfcribes  the  mar- 
tyrs and  confeflbrs  as  wiping  away-  the  tears  of  the 
church,  while  fhe  was  bewailing  the  ruins  of  her 
fons.  Even  Chrift  himfclf  he  dcfcribes  as  looking 
down  with  complacency,  fighting  and  conquering 
in  his  fcrvants,  giving  to  believers  as  much 
ftrength  as  the  receiver  believes  he  can  receive,  **  he 
"Was  prefent  in  the  conteft,"  fays  he,  "  ereftcd,  cor- 
roborated, animated  his  warriors.  And  he  who  once 
conquered  death  for  us,  always  conquers  in  us.** 
/Toward  the  clofe  he  confoles,  with  fuitable  argu- 
ments, thofe  who  had  not  yet  been  crowned  with 
martyrdom,  but  were  prepared  for  it  in  fpirit. 

The  joy  of  Cyprian  on  account  of  thefaithful- 
nefs  of  the  martyrs  muft  have  been  confiderably 
damped  by  the  diforderly  qonduft  which  began  to 
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Uke  place  in  his  abfence.  The  lapfed  chriftians 
offered  thcmfelves  to  fomc  of  the  prefbytcrs  of 
Carthage,  to  be  received  into  the  church,  who  ad* 
mitced  them,  without  any  juft  evidence  of  their  re- 
pentance, to  the  Lord's  fuppep.  Thofe  who  had 
fttffered  for  Chrift,  and  were  on  the  point  of  mar- 
tyrdom,  and  to  whom  it  was  ufual  on  thefe  occa- 
fions  to  make  application,  wrote  to  Cyprian,  and 
defired  that  the  conlideration  of  thefe  cafes  might 
be  deferred  till  the  perfecution  was  iloppfcdt  and 
the  bilhop  was  reftored  to  his  church.  He  dif- 
fembles  not  his  difpleafure  on  this  occaHon  $  con% 
fefles  he  had  long  bgrn  with  thefe  diforddfs  for 
the  fake  of  peace,  till  he  thought  it  his  duty  to 
bear  with  them  no  longer  •,  that  it  w^s  quite  un- 
precedented to  tranfaft  thefe  things  without  the 
fronfent  of  the  bifhop*,  that  even  in  lelTer  offences 
»  regular  time  of  penitence  was  exafted  of  the 
members,  a  certain  courfe  of  difcipline  took  place» 
they  made  open  confefllon  of  their  fins,  and  were 
re-admitted  to  communion  by  the  impofition  of 
hands  of  the  bifhop  and  his  clergy.  He  dife£t:s 
that  the  irregular  practice  may  be  (lopped,  till  on 
his  return  every  thing  might  be  fettled  with 
propriety. 

•  Some  of  the  martyrs  themfelvts,  it  appears,  ^ 
afted  very  inconfideracely  in  this  bufinefs,  and 
gave  recommendatory  papers  to  lapfed  perfoiis, 
conceived  in  general  terms.  Cyprian  wilhes  them 
to  exprcfs  the  names  of  the  perfons,  and  to  give 
no  fuch  recommendations  to  atiy  but  thofe  of 
whofe  fincere  repentance  they  had  fome  good 
proof,  and  yet  to  refer  the  cognisance  of  affs^irs 
to  the  bifhop. 

Every 

*  A  farther  coofirmatioD  of  the  aotiqoiry  of  the  reduced  cpifooptl 
mode  of  goTeroment  in  the  charch  of  Chnft. 
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lE.ytTj  tding  has  two  handles.  Moiheim»  In  htf 
Ecclefiailical  Hiftory/  reprefents  Cyprian  a| 
Aretching  the  epifcopal  power  beyond  its  due 
bounds.  I  fee  no  evidence  of  his  /exceeding  the 
powers  of  his  predece^rs.  49d  a  pious  care  tor 
the  good  of  fouis,  not  any  ambuidn  for  theexten- 
ifion  of  his  own  authority,  feeois  to  innuence  his 
mind  in  thefe  things;  but  of  this  the  learned  rea^ 
der  muft  judge  tor  hicnielf^  who  will  take  the 
pains  to  exami^ne  his  epiftles  witH  attention.  But 
the  Englifii  reader  may  judge  for  hii^felf  by  the 
following  letter^  and  afk  his  own  heart,  whether 
;t  is  the  languajge  of  a  tender  father  of  the  churchi 
or  of  an  imperious  lord.  *  ^         ^ 

QfprioH  to  the  Brethren  of  tbi  Laity^  greetif^. 

%  know  from  myfelf  that  you  groan  over  an4 
grieve  for  the  ruins  of  our  people,  deareft  broi 
thren,  as  I. groan  over  and  grieve  with  you  for 
each  of  them,  and  feel  what  the  blcflcd  Apoftlc 
faid,  "  Who  is  weak  and  I  am  not  weak  ?  Who  is 
offended  and  I  burn  not  ?''  and  again  he  fays,  '^  If 
one  member  fuffer,  all  the  members  fuffer  wjlth 
It."  I  fympathize  and  condole  with  our  brethren, 
wh9,  lapHng  through  the  violence  of  pcrfecution, 
draw  with  them  part  of  our' bowels^  and  by  their 
wounds  have  brought  acute  pain  to  us.  Divine 
Grace  is  able  indeed'to  heal  them ;  yet  I  think  we 
fhould  hot  Jbe  in  a  hurry,  nor  do  any  thing  incau- 
tioufly  and  precipitately,  left,  while  we  ra(h1y  ad- 
mit them  into  communion,  the  Divine  difpleafure 
be  more  gricvoufly  incurred.  The  bleffed  martyrs 
have  ivritten  to  us,  begging  that  their  dejQres  may 
be  examined,  when,  the  Lord  vouchfafing  us 
peace,  we  return  to  the  church ;  then  every  thing 
ihall  be  examined  in  your  prefence  and  with  con- 
currence 
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currenct  of  your  judgments.  Yet  I  hear  thai 
fooie  prcfbyrers,  neither  mindful  of  the  gofpcl, 
nor  confidering  what  the  martyrs  have  written  to 
usy  and  in  contempt  of  the  epifcopal  authority^ 
have  already  begun  to  confimunicate  with  the 
lapfed,  and  to  adminifter  the  Lord's  f upper  CO 
thern^  in  defiance  of  that  legitimate  order  hf 
which  alone  they  ihould  be  admitted.  For  if  in 
kffer  faults  this  be  obferved>  much  more  in  evils 
like  thefe  which  radicaUy  affcift  chriflian  profcflloa 
itfelf.  Our  preibyters  and  deacons  oMght  to  ad- 
nrtqnifli  tfierti  of  this,  that  they  may  chcrifii  the  (beep 
intrufted  to  them»  and  inftrqdt  them  in  the  wajr 
of  falvation  by  Divine  rules.  I  have  too  good 
opinion  of  the  peaceable  and  h^^ble  difpofition 
of  our  people  to  believe  that  they  would  have 
ventured  to f ake  I'uch  a  ftep,  had  they  not  been 
fcduccd  by  the  adulatory  arts  of  fome  of  the  clergy. 

Do  you  then  take  care  of  each  of  them,  and  by 
your  judgment  and  moderation*  according  to  Di- 
vine precepts  J  moderate  the  fpirits  of  the  lapfed  i 
let  none  pluck  off  fruit  as  yet  unripe  with  impro- 
vident prifcipitation  i  let  none  commit  a  veffcl 
again  to  the  deep,  (battered  already  and  leaky,  till 
it  be  carefully  rc-fittcd  %  let  none  put  on  his  tat- 
tered garment,  till  he  ice  it  thoroughly  repaired* 
I  befeech  them  to  attend  to  our  coun(e!^  and  ex^ 
pcft  our  return,  that  when  we  (ball  come  to  you 
by  the  mercy  of  God,  wc  may  examine  the  letteri 
and  the  delires  of  the  martyrs  in  the  prefence  of 
the  confeflbrs  according  to  thp  will  pf  the  Lord, 
»nd  with  the  concurrence  of  other  bilhops  con<« 
vcned  together/' 

It  is  oblervable  from  hence,  that  pcrfons,  whofc 
religion  had  more  of  form  than  fmcerity^  and 
whofe  confciences  were  not  altogether  feared,  a£ted 
in  tlie  £ime  manner  then  as  inch  do  naw,  they 

were 
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nrtte  more  hafty  to  gain  the  good  will  of  men  than 
of  their  Maker.     They  were  ambitiouis  of  the  fa- 
vour of  perfons  of  undoubted  piety,  as  the  martyrs 
then  were,  and  we  (hall  fee  foon  ftill  ftronger 
proof,  that  even  men  of  undoubted  godlineis  arc 
fbmetimes  too  apt  to  repay  (he  profellions  of  re- 
fpedt  made  to  thenn,  -  by  conceffions  to  thpie  of 
ambiguous   chara£berd,- •  of  a  dangerous   nature. 
.  The  Lord's  fu{>per  was  then,  as  f(  is  now,  made 
^y  fome  an  engine  of  felf-righteous  formality. 
JflLrid  it  is  in  cafes  of  this  hature  that  wholefome 
•church-difcipline  is  very  precious.    The  danger  of 
ialfe  healing  juftly  appeared  great  to  Cyprian,  ijof 
can  any  thing  be  conceived  more  proper  than  the 
delay  which  he  direded.     Yet  as  the  time  was 
protraAed  to  a  more  diftant  period  than  he  fx'^ 
pe<^ed,  and  he  was  afraid  that  the  fickly  feafon  of 
the  hot  weather  might  carry  off  fome  of  the  lapfe^ 
he  diktds,  in  a  fubfequent  letter,  *  that  &t)j  of  the 
lapfed  penitents  whofe  lives  might  be  in  danger 
fliould,  by  fuch  church  officers  as  were  authorized^ 
be  re-admitted  into  the  church.  And  he  imreats  his 
iclergy  to  cherifh  the  reft  of  the  fallen  chriftiani 
with  care  and  tenderiiefs,  and  obferves  that  the 
grace  of  the  Lord  would  t\ot  forfake  the  humble.  - 
His  e)chortations  to  his  clergy  were  not  without 
effed.     They  fell  in  with  his'  views,  and  folicited 
the  people  to  patience,  mOdefty,  ^nd  rea'l  repen- 
tance, and  afked  of  him  how  to  a£t  in  critical  cafei, 
for  which  he  :|;  refers  them  to  the  former  letters, 
and  repeats  his  idea  df  the  proper  time  Of  fettling 
f  he  concerns  of  the  reft,  urging  at  the  Qmc  time 
the  indecency  of  fome  in  expedting  a  re-adn[)iflidA 
into  (he  church  before  the  return  of  thofe,  who 
l^re  in  exile,  and  ftripped  of  all  their  goods  for 
the  fake  of  the  gofpel.     ♦*  But  if  they  are  in  fuch 
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tXceffire  hurry,  it  is  in  their  own  power  td  obtain 
even  (wore  than  they  dcfirc.  The  battle  is  not  ycc 
over  i  the  conflidt  is  daily  carrying  on.  If  they 
cordially  repent,  and  the  fire  of  Divine  Faith 
burn$  in  their  breafb,  he  who  cannot  brook  a  de- 
lay, may^  if  he  pleafe,  be  crowned  with  mar- 
tyrdom/* 

The  African,  prelate  was  ever  ftudious  of  pre- 
icrving  an  intimate  connexion  with  the  Roman 
cburchg  where  ftill  the  perfecution  raged,  and  per- 
mitted them  not  to  elcft  a  fuccelTor  to  Fabian^ 
The  next  epiftle  is  employed  in  giving  them  an 
ac€punt  of  his  proceedings. 

But  the  bold  negled  of  difcipline  in  Carthage  ^ 
proved  a  fource  of  vexation  to  his  mind<  in  ad- 
dition to  his  other  trials,  and  called  forth  all  thd 
patience^  tendernefs,  and  fortitude  of  which  he 
was  poflefled.  Lucian,  a  confeflbr  of  Chrift,  fin- 
cere  and  fervent  in  faith,  but  injudicious,  and  too 
little  acquainted  with  chriftian  precepts,  under- 
took, in  the  name  of  all  the  confeflbrs^  to  give 
peace  to  all  the  lapfed  who  had  applied  to  them*, 
and  wrote  a  (hort  letter  to  Cyprian,  defiring  him 
to  inform  the  reft  of  the  bifhops  of  what  they  had 
done,  and  that  they  would  acquiefce  in  the  views 
of  the  martyrs.  It  cannot  be  denied,  that  on  the 
one  hand  a  fuperftitious  veneration  for  the  charac- 
ter of  a  martyr  and  a  confeflbr  had  grown  among 
thefe  Africans,  and  that  thofe  who  had  fuffered 
for  Chrift  J  in  perfecution  were  apt  to  be  elated 
with  fpiritual  pride  on  the  account,  and  to  aflumc 
a  right  which  by  no  means  belonged  to  them  ;  fo 
dangerous  a  thing  is  it  to  be  unacquainted  with 
Siit^n's  devices,  and  fo  prone  in  all  ages  are  even 
profeflbrs  of  true  religion  to  walk  in  the  fteps  of 
%prah,  Dathan,  and  Abiramf  • 

Cypriaji 
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Cyprian  fent  the  copy  of  this  letter  to  his  clergy 


at  L^artnage,  "  le  tins  man  wsU  i  kok^  faith  the 
Lord  J  <*  mJiH  ta  bim  thai  is  poor  and  cf  a  cmfriie 
fpirit^  and  that  tremHeib  at  my  word.  This  charac- 
ter becomes  us  all,  particularly  thofc  who  have 
fallen,  that  they  may  appear  before  the  Lord 
humble  and  penitent  indeed/'  He  informs  them 
that  the  biibops  hii  brethren  had  agreed  with  him 
in  opinion  to  defer  the  confidefaclon  of  the  cafes 
df  the  lapfcd  to  a  council  to  be  held  by  chcm  in 
general,  after  it  Ihould  plcafe  God  to  reftorc  peace 
to  his  church,  and  he  urges  them  to  fuppori  his 
views,  informing  them  at  the  fame  time  of  the 
corrcfpdndence  between  Caldonius,  an  African 
bifliopj  and  himfelf,  aftd  fending  them  the  copies 
of  tfie  letters. 

It  is  not  khoWn  in  what  place  Caldonius  livedo 
but  he,  like  Cj^prian,  was  very  cautious  in  reftoring 
the  lapftd  to  communion.  Some  however  of  his 
church  having  apoftatizcd  by  facrifice,  were  called 
to  a  fecond  trial,  and  recovered  their  ground,  in 
confequence  were  driven  iilto  banifhment  and 
ftrippcd  of  their  property,  Caldonius  exprefled 
his  opinion  that  fuch  fhould  be  re-admitted,  Fe- 
lix, a  prefbytcr,  and  his  wife  Vi6toria,  and  Lucius^ 
thus  Idft  their  pofleflions,  which  were  forfeited  to 
the  Imperial  treafury.  A  woman  alfo  named 
Bona,  who  was  dragged  by  her  pagan  hufband  to 
facrifice,  was,  while  they  held  her  hands,  conT* 
pel  led  to  a  fceming  compliance,  but  Ihe  fully 
cleared  her  integrity  by  faying,  **  I  did  it  not*  yc 
have  done  it/'  She  alfo  was  banilhed,  Caldonius 
having  ftated  thefe  fafts,  and  given  his  own  opi- 
nion, afks  the  advice  of  Cyprian,  who  acquiefces 
in  his  judgment,  wifbing  alfo  that  the  reft  of  the 
lapfcd,  who  gave  him  To  much  affliftion,  were 
difpofcd  to  retrieve  their  ciiriftian  charaftcr  by  thefc 
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nleihods,  rather  than  increafe  their  faults  by  thcic 
pride  and  infolence*. 

One  CclcrifiuSj  a  confeflbr,  living  in  fome  part* J 
of  Africa,  moft  probably  in  banifhmcnt,  was  mucK^ 
pained  on   account    of  the  apoftacy  of  his  tw*j 
litters,  Namcria  and  Candida*     He  wept  night j 
and  day  in  fackcloth  and  athcs  on  their  account^] 
and  hearing  of  Lucian  ft  ill  in  prifon  and  rererved] 
for  martyrdom  at  Carthage,  he  wrote  to  him  tai 
intreat  him  or  any  of  his  fuffcring  brethren,  par-, 
ticularly  whofoever  fliould  fir  ft  be  called  to  mar- 
lyrdom,  to  reftore  them  to  the  church.     He  begfj 
the  fame  favour  for  Etcufa  alfo,  who,  though  flic 
had  not  facrificed,  had  given  money  to  be  excufed' 
from  the  ad.  J     And  he  aflures  Lucian  of  the 
fincertty  of  their  repentance,  evidenced  by  their 
kindnels  and  afllduicy  in  attending  on  the  fuffcring 
brethren.     He  evidently  attributes  too  much  to 
the  character  of  a  martyr,   when  he  fays  he  was  a 
friend  and  a  witnefs  for  thrift^  and  therefore  could 
indulge  all  their  defires-    This  letter  and  Lucian's 
anfwer  demonftrate  the  mixture  of  good  and  evil^ 
true  grace  tarniftied  with  pitiable  ignorance^  and 
fuperttition*     Both   Cclerinus   and   Lucian   were" 
doubtlefs  good  men,   but  we  are  more  difpofed  to 
be  candid  toward  the  evils  of  our  own  age  than  of 
chufe  of  preceding  times* 

The  conduft  of  Lucian  affords  a  memorable 
inftance  of  the  pitiable  weakncfs  of  human  nature 

tn  in  a  regenerate  fpirir*  Hh  anfwer  to  Ccle- 
\tinin  f  demon  ft  rates  at  once  the  moft  confummatc 
fortitude,  and  as  far  as  appears  grounded  on  the 
[true  faith  and  love  of  Chrift,  yet  mixed  with  a  dc- 
}lorable  and  a  fubtjl  fpirit  of  pride  perhaps,  yet 
Fccrtainly  unknown  to  himfelf.  He  fpeaks  of 
[jiimfctf  and  his  companions  as  (hut  up  in  two 

cells. 
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^ells,  ppprefled  with  hunger  and  third,  and  id- 
tolerable  heat  arifing  from  the  preffure  of  the 
tortures.  He.  mentions  a  number  of  them  as  al- ' 
ready  killed  in  prifon^  and  informs  him  that  in  a 
few  days  he  will  hear  of  his  expiring.  "  For  five 
days,  lays  he,  we  have  received  very  little  breads 
and  wiater  by  meafure."  Such  were  the.fufferings 
of  this  perfecution.  Lucian  fpeaks  of  all  this  in  a 
coolie  ui)afFe£ted  manner,  like  one  whofe  mind  wasi 
lifted  up  above  the  world  and  its  utmoft  malice^ 
and  patiently  expefted  a  blefled  immortality.  As 
to  the  queftion  of  Celerinus  and  his  fillers^  he  in-, 
forms  him  that  Paul  the  martyr,  who  had  lately, 
fuffered,  while  yet  in  the  body,  called  him  and 
faid,  •*  Lucian,  I  fay  to  thee  before  Chrift,  that 
if  any  after  my  deceafe  beg  peace  of  you,  you. 
would  impart  it  to  him  in  my  name.'^  Luciair 
extends  this  generofiy  to  the  greatcft  height,  and. 
refers  him  to  the  general  letter  he  had  already 
written  in  behalf  of  the  lapfed.  Yet  he  owna, 
they  ought  to  explain  their  caufe  before  the 
biihop,  and  make  a  confeflion.  It  is  plain  how« 
ever  that  he  attributes  a  fort  of  fuperior  dignity 
to  Paulj  himfclf,  and  the  other  martyrs  in  this 
matter,  and  the  vain-glory  of  martyrdom  was  no 
doubt  much  augmented  by  the  exceflive  regard 
which  now  began  to  be  paid  to  fufferers.  Yet  he 
fpeaks  of  his  tears  and  forrows  on  account  of  the 
lapfed  women,  and  whilft  we  acknowledge  that  the 
corruptions  of  fuperftition,  with  refpeft  to  the  im-  , 
moderate  honours  paid  to  faints  and  martyrs^  and 
which  were  afterwards  improved  by  Satan  into 
idolatry  itfelf,  had  already  entered  into  the  churchy 
It  ought  to  be  candidly  confeiTed,  that  Luclaa 
appears  a  perfon  of  real  piety,  though  of  fmall 
judgment.  I  have  given  the  mod  material  things, 
in  his  letter,  I  hope  without  any  miftake  of  con^ 
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fequeoce^  which,  whether  from  his  vtty  diftre^d 
circumftances,  th<^  corruption  of  the  text,  or  his 
own  want  of  ability,  is  confufed  and  perplexed 
beyond  meafure. 

It  is  evident  that  a  fpirit  extremely  dangerous 
to  the  caufe  of  piety,  humility,  and  wbolefome 
difcipline^  was  Ipreading  faft  in  the  African 
church.  'Celerinus  himfelf,  who  had  been  a  con- 
ieflbr,  owns  that  the  caufe  of  his  lifter  had  bein 
heard  by  the  clergy  of  her  church,  then,  it  feems, 
deftitute  of  a  bifhop,  who  had  deferred  the  fettle^ 
ment  of  it  till  the  appointment  of  the  chief  paftor ; 
but  the  precipitation  of  men  would  brook  no  delay. 

The  eyes  of  all  prudent  and  more  difcerning 
perfons  in  the  church  were  fixed  on  the  bifhop  of 
Carthage  in  this  emergency.  The  danger  of  the 
lofs  of  the  gofpel  itfelf,  by  fubftituting  a  depen- 
dance  on  faints  inftead  of  Chrift  Jefus,  ftruck  his 
mind.  His  conne&ion  with  the  Roman  clergy, 
and  the  fuperior  regard  to  difcipline  which  there 
prevailed,  was  of  fome  fervice  on  the  occafion, 
and  in  his  correfpondence  with  them  *  he  com- 
pares the  immoderate  conduct  of  Lucian  with 
the  modefty  of  the  martyr  Mappalicus,  who  had 
abftained  from  fuch  pra^ices,  only  had  written  in 
behalf  of  his  mother  and  fiftbr,  and  of  Saturninus, 
who  was,  tortured  and  imprifoned,  and  yet  fenc 
out  no  letters  at  all.  Lucian,  he  complains,  gave 
out  every  where  papers  written  with  his  own  hand 
in  the  name  of  Paul,  while  alive,  and  continued 
to  do  fo  after  his  death,  declaring  that  he  had  or« 
dered  him  to  do  fo,  though  he  fbould  have  known 
that  he  ought  to  obey  the  Lord  rather  than  his 
fcllow-fervant. 

A  young  perfon,  named  Aurelius,  who  had  fuf« 
fercd  torments,  was  feized  with  the  fame  vanity, 
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but  Was  unable  to  write,  and  Luciati  wrote  mztif 
papers  in  his  name; 

Cyprian  complains  of  the  odium  thus  incurred 
by  the  bifhpps.  In  fome  cities  he  takes  notice  ho# 
the  multitude  had  forced  the  bilhops  to  re-admit 
the  lapfed,  and  he  blames  their  want  of  faith  and 
chriftiaa  conftancy.  In  his  own  diocefe  he  had 
occafion  for  all  his  fortitude.  Some  who  were 
formerly  turbulent,  were  now  much  more  fo,  and 
infifted  on  their  fpeedy  re-admiflion.  He  takes 
notice  of  baptifm  being  performed  in  the  name  of 
the  Fath^,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft,  and  of  the  re- 
miflion  of  pad  fins  then  received,  and  complains 
of  the  name  of  Paul,  in  efFeft,  being  infened  in  the 
room  of  the  Tfinity.  And  St.  Paul's  well-known 
holy/Cxecration  denounced  in  the  beginning  of  the 
Epiftle  to  the  Galatians  he  applies  on  this  occa« 
fion*  He  owns  his  obligation  to  Rome  for  the 
letters  of  their  clergy,  which  were  well  calculated 
to  withftand  thefe  abufes. 

He  *  wrote  a  congratulatory  letter  to  Moyfcs 
and  Maximus,  to  whom  he  had  formerly  written^ 
commending  their  faith  and  zeal,  united  with  mo- 
defty  and  the  ftrifteft  attention  to  difcipline;  and 
he  thanks  them  for  the  epillolary  advice  which 
they  had  given  to  th'e  African  confeflbrs  on  that 
fubjeft.  In  their  anfwer  :|;  they  appear  tranfported 
with  holy  joy,  and  elevated  with  the  heavenly 
profpeds  before  them.  They  quote  the  New 
Teftamcnt  fcriptures  relating  -f-  to  thefe  things^ 
and  exprefs  fbch  ftrength  of  faith,  hope,  and 
charity,  as  demonftrates  the  real  power  ot  Divine 
Grace  to  have  been  pofleffed  by  them  in  a  very 
eminent  manner.  Their  love  of  the  Divine  Word 
and  of  juft  difcipline  appear  no  lefs  great  than 

their* 
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ihAr  ardent  zeal  for  martyrdom.  They  obferve 
how  deeply  and  bow  widely  fpread  the  evil  of  de* 
fb&ion  bad  been,  and  conclude  with  very  juft  ob- 
fervactons  on  the  right  method  t)f  treating  the 
lapfed  in  perfect  agreement  with  Cyprian.  Great- 
iiefs  and  order,  warmth  and  judgment,  are  equally 
evident  in  this  epiftle,  and  ftiew,  from  the  juft 
proportion  of  parts,  that  the  work  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  was  very  found  in  thefe  holy  men. 

Cyprian  now  wrote*  to  the  lapfed  themfelves, 
rebuking  the  precipitation  of  fome,  and  oicpofing 
the  injuftice  of  their  claims,  fince  they  adted  as  if 
they  took  to  thcmfelves  the  whole  title  of  the 
church,  and  conimending  the  modefty  of  others 
who  refufed  to  take  advantage  of  the  indifcreet 
recommendations  of  the  martyrs,  and  wrote  to  him 
in  the  language  of  penitents,  whence  it  appears 
that  the  tolly  of  the  lapfed  was  by  no  meanfs 
tmiverfal  *. 

One  Gaius  Diddenfis^  a  prcftlyter  of  his,  and 
hb  deacon,  undertook,  againft  the  fenfe  of  the 
reft  of  the  clergy,  to  communicate  with  the 
lapfed.  Repeated  admonitions  availed  not  to  a 
teformaition.  As  the  bifhdp  was  fenfible  that  the 
common  people,  for  whofe  faivation  he  was  foli- 
citous,  were  deceived  by  thefe  things,  he  com- 
mends his  clergy  for  refufing  communion  with 
them.  Ht  again  X  intimates  his  intention  of 
judging  all  things  in  full  council,  upon  his  return, 
and  intreats  them  to  co-operate  with  his  views  in 
the  maintenance  of  difcipline  in  the  mean-time. 
In  writing  again  to  the  Roman  clergy  he  declares 
his  determination  of  ading  as  God  had  direded 
his  mtnifters  in  the  gofpel,  if  the  contumacious 
were  not  reformed  by  his  and  their  admonitions  f. 
B  b  2  The 
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The  Roman  clergy  in  another  letter  condole  with 
Cyprian,  "  becaufe,"  fay  they,  "  you  have  no  reft 
in  fo  great  neceflities  of  perfecution,  and  becaufe 
the  immoderate  petulance  of  the  lapfed  has  pro- 
ceeded to  the  height  of  arrogance.  But  though 
thefe  things  have  grievoufly  aflfiifted  our  fpirits, 
yet  your  firmnefs  and  evangelical  ftri£bnefs  of 
difcipline  hath  moderated  the  load  of  our  grief; 
while  you  both  reftrain  the  improbity  of  fome, 
and  by  exhorting  them  to  repentance  Ibew  them 
the  wbolefomc  way  of  fatvation.  We  are  afto- 
nifhed  that  they  (hould  proceed  to  fuch  lengtha, 
in  a  time  fo  mournful,  fo  unfeafonabte  as  the 
prefent,  that  they  fhould  not  a(k  for  peace,  but 
claim  it  as  a  right,  nay  fay  that  they  have  it 
already  in  the  heavens.**  They  go  on  to  confute 
their  claims  with  arguments  not  impertinent,  but 
which  need  not  here  be  repeated,  and  in  the  fpiric 
of  chriftian  charity  they  proceed  :  "  do  you,  bro- 
ther, defift  not  according  to  your  charity  to  mo- 
derate the  fpirita  of  the  lapfed  and  to  offer  the^  me- 
dicine of  truth  to  the  erroneous,  though  the  incli- 
natjon  of  the  fick  are  wont  to  rejed  the  induftry 
of  jphyficians.  This  wound  of  the  lapfed  is  yet 
frein  ;  the  ftroke  rifes  into  a  tumour  ^  and  there- 
fore we  are  aiTured,  that  in  procefs  of  time,  that 
impetuolity  of  theirs  abating,  they  will  be  thank- 
ful that  they  were  prevented  for  the  prefent,  and 
deferred  to  a  wholefome  cure,  provided  there  be 
none  to  arm  them  with  weapons  againft  chcmfelves^ 
and  by  perverfe  inftrudtions  to  demand  for  them 
the  deadly  poifon  of  an  over-hafty  reftoration  ; 
for  we  cannot  think  that  they  would  all  •  have 
dared  to  have  claimed  their.  admiflTion  fo  petu- 
lantly without  the  encouragement  of  fome  perfons 

of 
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of  influence  in  the  church.  We  know  the  faith 
of  the  Carthaginian  church,  its  inftitution,  its 
humility,  whence  wt  have  been  furpriled  that  we 
obferved  fome  harlh  reflexions  n>ade  againft  you 
in  an  epiftle,  when  we  have  formerly  had  repeated 
proofs  of  your  mutual  charity/* 

They  proceed  to  give  the  moft  wholefome  ad- 
vice to  the  lapfed,  and  in  truth  the  whole  condudt 
of  the  Roman  clergy  at  this  time  reflefts  the  higheft 
honour  on  their  wifdom  and  charity,  and  aflTords 
the  mofl:  pleafing  proofs  of  the  good  ftate  of  that 
church  at  that  time.  The  fame  can  by  no  means 
be  faid  of  Cyprian's,  They  were^  as  we  have 
fccn,  a  declining  people  before  his  time;  the 
fcourge  of  pcrfecution  cut  ofi^  vaft  numbers  by 
apoilacy;  in  thofe  days  of  difcipline  the  lapfed 
fhewed  the  fame  difpofitions  of  felflflinefs  and 
pride,  by  their  eagcrnefs  for  re-admifllon,  which 
m  our  tim^s  are  evinced  by  wanting  to  hear  nothing 
but  comfort  preached  to  them,  by  finding  fault 
with  minifters  who  dare  not  fpeak  falfe  peace, 
and  by  unfoundly  healing  themfelvcs.  We  are  per- 
feftly  lax  in  point  of  difcipline ;  few  feem  to 
value  its  menaces  on  the  diforderly-,  with  the  firft 
chriftians  it  was  ian  awful  fubjeft.  The  fame  de- 
pravity of  nature  fcems  now  to  work  on  the  corrupt 
in  another  way,  and  to  exercife  ftill  the  paciience 
and  fortitude  of  godly  minifters,  who,  by  ftill 
perfevering  in  their  duty,  and  not  giving  way  to 
the  unreafonable  humours  of  their  people  in  things 
of  importance,  will  find  in  the  end  a  wholefome 
jffue  with  refpedt  to  many  at  leaft  of  their  froward 
people. 

There  was  one  Privatus,  an  African,  who  had 
left  Africa,  and  coming  to  Rome,  Iblicited  to  be 
received  as  a  chriftian.  Cyprian  hiad  mentioned 
him  to  the  Roman  clergy,  and  pointed  out  his  real 
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$nd  dangerous  charader.  In  the  c1o(e  of  this  id<r 
mirable  *  letter  they  inform  him  that  before  they 
had  received  his  letters  they  had  detected  the 
fraud  of  the  man.  At  the  fame  time  they  Jay  4 
golden  maxim,  "  that  we  all  ought  to  watch  for 
the  body  of  the  whole  church,  diflfufcd  through 
various  provinces.**  It  was  this  unity  and  uni- 
formity  of  the  chriftian  church  which  hitherto  had 
preferved  it  under  God  from  the  infeftion  of 
herefies.  None  of  them  were  yet  able  to  miif 
themfclves  with  the  body  of  Chriff,  and  inftead  of 
being  broken  into  fmall  handfuls  of  diftindt'  lets 
of  perfons,  ajl  glorying  in  having  fomrthihg  pe- 
culiarly excellent,  and  apt  to  defpife  their  neigh- 
bours, as  yet  the  church  knew  no  other  name 
than  chriftian  ;  diverfity  of  place  alone  prevented 
their  aflembling  all  together ;  bqt  they  were  one 
people.  In  Italy  and  Africa  the  union  at  this 
time  appears  very  falubrious,  and  the  vigour  and 
fpirjt  of  Cyprian  was  enabled  to  apply  the  folid 
graces  of  the  Roman  church  for  the  reformation 
of  his  own  difprdcred  flock. 

The  Roman  clergy,  in  a  J  feconcj  letter,  take 
notice  of  St.  Paul's  eulogium  of  their  church  irj 
the  beginning  of  his  epiftle,  that  their  faith  was 
fpoken  of  through  the  whole  world,  and  expreft 
their  defire  of  ftilj  treading  in  their  fteps.  Thef 
mention  the  cafes  of  Libellaiici,  which  were  two- 
fold ;  ift,  thofe  who  delivered  in  books  to'heathen 
magiftrates,  abjuring  the  gofpcl,  and  at  the  famd 
time  bepging  oflT  the  aft  of  facrificing  by  nrioney  • 
2dly,  thofe  who  got  their  friends  to  do  thefe 
things  for  them.  Both  thefe  and  thofe  who  had 
aftually  facrificed  were  cenfured  by  the  Roman  • 
clergy  as  lapfed  perfons.  They  mention  likewil^ 
the   letters   fcnt   by  the  Roman   confeflbrs   into 

Africf 
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Africa  to  the  fame  purport^  and  exprefs  their  plea- 
fure  on  account  of  the  confiftency  of  their  condu£k 
in  matters  of  difcipline  with  their  fufferings  for 
the  faith.     They  declare  their  agreement,  in  opi* 
nioD  with  him,  to  defer  the  fetilement  of  thefe 
inauers  to  an  united  plan,  after  peace  (hould  be 
reftored.    ?*  Behold,"  fay  they,  "  almoft  the  whole 
world  laid  wade,  and  the  remains  of  the  fallen  to 
lie  every  where :  with  one  and  the  fame  counfel, 
with  unanimous  prayers  and  tears  let  us,  who  fcem 
hitherto  to  have"  efcaped  the'  ruins  of  time,  as 
well  as  thofe  who  f^m  to  have  fallen  into  them, 
intreat  the   Divine   Maje((y,   and   beg  peace  in 
the  name  of  the  whole  church  •,   let  us  cherifli, 
guard,  arm  one  another  with   mutual  prayers ; 
let  us   intreat  for    the    lapfed,    that   they    may 
be  raifed  y  let    us    pray    for   thofe   who  ftand, 
that  they  may  not  be  tempted  to  ruin;  let  us 
pray  that  thofe  who  have  fallen,  fenfible  of  the 
greatnefs  of  the   crime,   may   have  the  wifdom 
not  to   wilh  for  a  crude   and    momentary   me- 
dicine, nor  difturb  the  yet  fluduating  ftiate  of  the 
church,  led  they  appear  to  have  inflamed  an  in- 
ternal perfecution.    Let  them  knock  at  the  doors, 
but  hot. break  them.  Let  them  go  to  the  threfhold 
of  the  church,  but  not  leap  over  it.     Let  them 
watch  at  the  gates  of  the  heavenly  camp,  but  with 
that  modefty  which  becomes  thofe  who  remember 
they  have  beei;  deferters.     Let  them  arm  them- 
felves  indeed  with  the  weapons  of  humility,  and 
rcfume  that  fhield  of  faith  which  they  dropped 
through  the  fear  of  death ;  but  fo  that  they  may 
be  armed  againft  the  devil,  not  againft  the  church 
who  grieves  at  their  fall.'* 

The  want  of  a  bifhop  at  Rome  was  an  addi- 
tional reafon.for  delay  -,  they  fpeak  of  fome  neigh- 
bouring bifhops  who  had  the  fame  views,  and  of 
fome  who  had  fled  to  them  from  diftant  provinces 
through  the  flame  of  perfecution*  There 
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There  was  one  Aurelias,  who  twice  underwent 
the  rage  of  pcrfecution  for  the  fake  of  Chrift. 
BanUhment  was  his  firft  punifhment,  and  torture 
the  fecqnd,  Cyprian  fpeaks  of  him  as  though 
very  young,  yet  excelling  in  the  graces  of  chri- 
itianity.  Him  he  ordained  a  reader  in  the  church 
of  Carthage,  and  excufes,  from  the  circumftanccs 
of  the  cafe,  his  not  having  previouQy  confulted  his 
prefbyters  and  deacons,  and  befeeches  them  to 

gray  that  both  himfelf  and  Aurelius  may  be  re- 
orcd  to  them.  I  cannot  but  obferve  from  hence 
how  exaft  and  orderly  the  ideas  of  ordination  were 
in  thofe  times.  It  is  not  to  the  advantage  of  god- 
linefs  among  us,  that  any  perfon  can  now  without 
ceremony  affume  to  himfelf  the  higheft  offices  in 
the  miniftry*. 

Celerinus  was  alfo  ordained  a  reader  by  the 
fame  ;j;  authority.  However  weak  in  judgment  he 
may  appear  from  the  traniaftions  between  him  and 
l^ucian  already  ftated,  the  man  fuffered  with  great 
zeal  for  the  fake  of  Chrift.  The  very  beginning 
of  the  perfecution  found  him  a  ready  combatant. 
For  nineteen  days  he  had  remained  in  prifon  fet- 
tered and  ftarved  -,  but  he  perfevercd  and  Vfcaped 
at  length  without  martyrdom:  but  his  grandfather 
and  two  uncles  had  fuffered  for  Chrift,  and  their 
anniverfaries  were  celebrated  by  the  church. 

It  feems,  that  Cyprian  thought  proper  to  reward 
with  honourable  eftabliftiments  in  the  church 
thofe  who  had  fuffered  with  the  greateft  faithful* 
nefs  in  the  perfecution,  which  was  now  drawmg  to 
a  clofe.  Numidicus  was  advanced  to  the  office 
of  prefbyter.  He  had  attended  f  a  great  number 
of  martyrs  murdered  panly  with  ftones  and  partly 
by  fire.  His  wife,  fticking  clofe  by  his  fide,  was 
^urnt  to  death  with  the  reft  :  himfelf,  half  burnt, 

buried 
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buried  with  ftones,  and  left  for  dead»  was  found 
irfcerwards  by  his  daughter,  and  drawn  out  and 
tccovercd.  This  feems  to  be  the  efFe£t  of  a  tu- 
multuary perfecution.  One  may  conceive  that 
the  ferocity  of  many  would  not,  in  thoie  tinoes, 
wait  for  legal  orders  to  opprefs  chriftians.  What 
an  indefinite  number  of  fufierers  muft  be  added  to 
the  lift  of  martyrs  on  this  account ! 

Amidft  all  thefe  cares  the  charity  and  diligence 
of  Cyprian  toward  his  flock  was  unremitted/  The 
reader  who  loves  the  annals  of  genuine  and  aftivc 
godlinefs  will  not  be  wearied  in  feeing  ftill  frefh 
proofs  of  it  in  cxtrafts  of  two  letters  to  his  clergy  *. 

**  Dear  brethren,  I  falute  you,  ftill  fafe  by  the 
grace  of  God,  wifliing  to  come  foon  to  you,  that 
my  defire,  yours,  and  that  of  all  the  brethren  may 
be  gratified.  Whenever,  on  the  fettlement  of  your 
affairs,  you  (hall  write  to  me  that  I  ought  to  come,  or 
if  the  Lord  (hould  condefcend  to  fhew  it  me  before, 
then  I  will  come  to  you ;  for  where  can  I  have 
more  happinefs  and  joy  than  there,  where  God  ap- 
pointed me  both  to  believe  and  to  grow  up.  I 
befecch  you  take  diligent  care  of  the  widows,  the 
ftck,  and  all  the  poor ;  and  fupply  alfo  ftrangers, 
if  any  be  indigent,  wirii  what  is  needful  for  them, 
out  of  my  proper  portion  which  I  left  with  Ro- 
gatian  the  prefbytcr.  And  left  that  portion  by 
this  time  (hould  be  all  fpent,  I  have  fent  to  the 
fame,  by  Naricus  the  Acolyth  J,  another  portion, 
tfiat  you  may  the  more  readily  and  largely  fupply 
the  diftrcflfed. 

Though  I  know  you  have  been  frequently  ad- 
miniifhed  by  my  letters  to  (hew  all  care  for  thofc 
who  have  glorioufly  confcflfcd  the  Lord  and  are  in 
prifon,  yet  I  muft  repeatedly   intreat  the  fame 

thing. 
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thing.  I  wf(h  cifcumftances  permicted  my  pre* 
fence  among  you  ;  with  the  greatcft  pleafurc  would 
I  difcharge  the  offices  of  love  toward  you ;  but  do 
you  reprcfcnt  me.  A  decent  care  for  the  interment, 
not  only  of  thpfe  who  diecj  in  torture,  but  alfo  of 
fucb  as  died  under  the  pr^Qurfis  of  confinement,  is 
neceflary.  por  whoever  hath  fubmitted  himfelf 
to  torture  and  deatl>  under  the  eye  pf  God,  hath 
already  fufi^ered  all  that  God  \youlcl  have  him  fuf- 
fer.— Mark  alfq  the  days  in  y^hich  they  depart 
this  Iffe,  th^t  we  may  celebrate  their  commempr 
ration  among  the  mcnlpfia^  of  the  martyrs.  . 
Though  our  mo(i  faithful  and  devoted  friend 
Tercullus,  agreeably  to  his  ufual  attention  andl 
care,  (who  alfo  attends  to  the\r  obfequies)  hath 
written,  and  dill  writes  and  intimates*  to  me  the 
days  in' which  the  bleflfcd  martyrs  are  tranfmitted 
to  immortality.  And  their  memorial?  are  here 
celebrated,  and. I  hope  (hortly,  under  Divine  Pro- 
vidence, to  be  able  to  celebrate  then\  with  you. 
Let  not  your  care  and  diligence  be  wanting  for 
the  poor,  who  have  ftood  firm  in  the  faith,  and 
fought  with  us  in  the  chriftian  warfare.  Our 
love  and  attention  arc  the  more  requifite,  becaufc 
neither  poverty  nor  pcrfecution  have  driven  them 
from  the  love  of  Chrift.'* 

I^  is  obvious  to  fee  into  what  idolatry  thefe 
commemorations  of  martyrs  afterwards  degene- 
rated. Rut  I  obferve  no  figns  of  it  in  the  days  of 
Cyprian.  In  addition  to  other  evils  the  provi- 
dence of  God  now  thought  fit  to  cxercife  the  mind 
of  Cyprian  with  a  calamity,  one  of  the  worft  to  a 
ilover  of  peace  and  charity,  the  rife  of  a  fchifm. 

*  There  was  one  Feliciffimus  in  the  church  of 
Carthage,  who  had  long  been  a  fecret  enemy 
of  the  biQiop,  and  ia  perfon  of  very  exceptionable 

charafter, 
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tliara&er.  He  had  now,  by  the  artifices  and 
blandilhments  ufcd  by  feditious  perfons  in  all 
ages,  drawn  fome  oif  the  flock  to  himfelf,  and  held 
communion  with  them  on  a  certain  mountain^ 
Some  perfons  being  fcnt  from  Cyprian  to  pay  the 
debts  of  the  poor  brethren,  and  to  ifurnim  them 
with  ^  little  money  to  begin  buflnels  again,  and 
alfo  to  make  a  report  or  their  ages,  conditions^ 
and  qualities,  that  he  might  fele£b  fome  of  theni 
for  ecclefiaflical  offices,  Felicifllmus  oppbfed 
fhem  and  thwarted  both  thefe  deQgqs.  §ome  of 
the  poor  who  came  firft  to  be  relieved  were 
threatened  by  him  with  imperious  fevcrity,  becaufc 
they  refufed  to  communicate  with  him  on  the 
mountain.  Thi^  man  growing  more  infolcnt,  and 
taking  advantage  of  Cyprian*s  abfcnce,  whole  re- 
turn he  fppcdily  cxpcftcd,  as  the  perfcciition  had 
nearly  ccafed  at  Carthage,  fet  up  in  form  an  op- 
pofition  to  the  bifliop,  and  threatened  thofe  who 
would  not  communicate  with  him,  and  found 
means  to  unite  a  confiderable  party  to  himfelf. 
To  his  other  crimes  the  man  had  added  that  of 
adultery,  4nd  now  faw  no  method  of  preventing 
an  infamous  excommunication,  but  that  of  fetting 
up  as  a  leader  himfelf.'  One  Augendus  was  hh 
fecond,  and  did  his  utmoft  to  promote  his  views* 
Cyprian  by  letter  cxpreflrcs  His  vehement  forrow 
on  account  of  thefe  evils,  promifes  to  take  full 
cognizance  of  them  on  his  return,  and  in  the 
mean-time  he  writes  to  his  clergy  to  fufpend  from 
communion  Feliciflfimus  and  his  abettors.  And 
his  clergy  wrote  him  in  anfwer,  that  they  had 
fufpcnded  the  chiefs  of  the  faftion  accordingly*. 

In  the  mcan-time  there  were  not  wanting  upk 
right  and  zealous  minifters  who  inftruded  the  peo- 
ple at  Carthage.    Among  thefe  were  diftinguifhed 

Britius 
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Britius  the  prefbytcr,  alfo  Rogatian  and  Nu- 
midicus,  confefTors,  and  fome  deacons  of  real  god- 
Kncfs.  Thcfc  warned  the  people  of  the  evils  of 
ifchifm,  endeavoured  to  prefcrve  peace  and  unity, 
and  to  recover  the  lapfed  by  wholcfome  methods. 
In  addition  to  their  labours  Cyprian  wrote  now  to 
|:hc  people  *.     **  For/*  fays  he,  "  the  malice  and 

STfidy  of  fome  prefbytcrs  hath  cfFefted^  that  I 
opld  not  be  able  to  come  to  you  before  Eafter  J. 
But  now  whence  the  fadion  of  Feliciflimus  his- 
been  derived,  on  what  foundation  it  ftands,  is 
evident,  Thefe  encouraged  certain  confeffors, 
fhat  they  Ihould  not  harmonize  with  their  bifhop, 
oor  obferve  ccclefiaftical  difcipline  faithfully  and 
modeftly.  And  as  if  it  were  too  little  for  them 
to  have  corrupted  the  minds  of  confefTors,  and  to 
arm  them  againft  their  paftor,  and  (tain  the  glory 
of  their  confelBon,  they  turned  themfelvcs  to 
poifon  the  fpirits  of  the  lapfed,  to  keep  tf^em  frohi 
the  great  duty  of  conftant  prayer,  and  to  invite 
them  to  an  unfound  and  dangerous  peace.  But  I 
befccch  you,  brethren,  watch  againft  the  fnares 
vf  the  devil,  folicitous  for  your  own  falva- 
fion;.this  is  a  fecond  perfecution  and  tempta- 
tion. The  five  fedrtious  prelbyters  may  be  juftly 
compared  to  the  five  pagan  rulers  who  lately 
publiflhed  fome  plaufible  arguments,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  magiftrates,  to  fubvcrt  fouls.  The 
fame  method  is  tried  by  the  five  prelbyters,  united 
with  Feliciflimus,'  to  ruirt  your  fouls,  that  you 
fliould  not  alk  of  God  •,  that  he  who  denied  Chrift 
Ihoiild  ccafe  to  fupplicate  the  fame  Chrift  whom  . 
he  hath  denied ;  that  repentance  fhould  be  re- 
moved, and  every  thing  fhould  be  conduftcd  in  a 
novel  manner  againft  the  rules  of  the  gofpel. . 

My 

*  Epif.  40. 
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Mj  baniihment  of  two  years  it  feems  was  not 
fufficienc,  and  my  mournful  reparation  from  your 
prefence,  my  conftant  grief  and  perpetual  lamen- 
tation,  and  my  tears  Bowing  day  and  night,  be<^ 
caufe  the  paftor  whom  you  chofe  with  fo  muck 
love  and  zeal  could  not  falute  nor  embrace  you. 
To  my  diftreffed  fpirit  a  ftill  greater  evil  is  added^ 
that  in  fo  great  a  lolicitude  I  cannot  come  over  to 
you.  The  threats  and  fnares  of  the  perfidious 
oblige  nie  to  caution,  left  on  my  arrival  the  tu*. 
mult  fhould  increafe ;  and  whereas  the  bifhop 
ought  to  provide  in  all  things  for  peace  and  tran- 
quillity, he  himielf  fhould '  feetn  to  have  afforded 
matter  for  the  fedition,  and  again  to  exafperate 
the  perfecution.  Moft  dear  brethren,  I  befeeck 
you  do  not  eive  rafh  credit  to  pernicious  words, 
nor  put  darknefs  for  light ;  they  fpeak,  but  not 
from  the  word  of  the  Lord ;  they  promife  to  reftorc 
the  lapfed,  who  arc  themfelves  feparated  from  the 
church.  ■  % 

There  is  one  God,  one  Chrift,  one  churck. 
Depart,  I  pray  you,  far  from  thefe  men,  and  avc^d 
their  difcourfe  as  a  plague  and  peftilence.  They 
hinder  your  prayers  and  tears  by  affording  you 
falfe  confolations.  Acquiefce,  I  befeech  you,  ia 
our  counfel,  who  pray  daily  for  you,  and  defire . 
you  to  be  reftored  to  the  church  by  the  grace  erf 
the  Lord. — Join  your  prayers  and  tears  with  ours. 
But  if  any,  carelefs  of  repentance,  fhall  betake 
himfelf  to  Felicilfimus  and  his  party,  let  him 
know  that  his  after-return  to  the  church  will  be 
imprafticable.*' 

But  I  cannot  by  a  few  cxtrafts  give  a  perfeft 
idea  of  the  glowing  charity,  which  reigned  in  Cy- 
prian's brealt  on  this  occafion.  Whoever  has  at- 
tended to  the  imbecility  of  human  nature,  ever 
prone  to  confult  eafe  and  to  humour  fclf,  and  to 

admit 
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idmic  flattery,  will  fee  the  difficult  trials  of  ps^ 
ticnce;  which  faithful  pallors  in  all  ages  have  enf- 
dured  from  the  inlidious  arts  of  thofe  who  would 
heal  the  wotinds  of  people  falfely.  Uncharitable 
and  imperious  are  the  ufual  epithets  with  which 
^they  are  afperfed  foi*  their  faithtulnefs.  But  Wif- 
dom  is  jultiBed  of  h^r  children. 

Buft  there  was  andther  charadter  who  was  the 
primary  agent  in  thefe  difagrceable  fcepes.  No- 
vatus,^  a  prcfbyter  of  Carthage,  a  man  extremel;^ 
fcandaloas  and  immoral*.  His  domcftic  crimes 
had  been  fo  notorious  ds  to  render  him  not  only 
no  longer  fit  to  be  a  minifter,  but  even  unworthy 
to  be  received  into  lay-communion.  The  ex- 
amination of  his  condufb  was  jufl  going  to  take 
place,  when  thcf  breaking  out  of  Decius*s  per- 
febution  prevented  it.  He  it  was  who  lup- 
ported  and  chcrilhed  the  views  of  Feliciffimus 
and  the  reft,-  and  appears  by  his  addrcfs  and  ca- 
pScity  to  have  been  extremely  able  to  caufe  much 
mifchief  irf  the  church,  without  the  power  of 
benefiting  it  in  the  Icaft,  from  his  entire  want  of 
confcience  and  honefty.  FelicifTimus  himfelf, 
though  at  firft  the  oftenfible  leader  of  the  congre- 
gation on  the  mountain,  gave  way  to  Fortunatus, 
one  of  the  five  prefbyters,  who  was  conftituted 
bilhpp  in  oppbfition  to  Cyprian.  Mod  of  the 
live  had  been  already  branded  with  infamy  for. 
immoralities.  Yet  fo  deep  is  the  corruption  of 
human  nature,  even  where  the  light  of  the  gofpel 
Ihincs^  that  even  fuch  will  find'  advocates  to 
cfpoufe  them  againft  paftors  of  eminent  fanftity, 
who  irritate  the  corruptions  of  men  by  rcfufing  to 
fpeak  peace  where  there  is  no  peace.  It  is  no 
little  proof  of  the  ftrength  of  thefe  evils,  that  evert 
a  perfecution  the  moft  dreadful  yet  recorded  in 

the 
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the  ahnais  of  the  church,  did  not  unite  chrifHsin 
profeffofs  in  love.  One  hence  fees  the  neceffity 
for  fo  fcvere  a  fcourge  to  the  church,  and  the  ad- 
vantages thence  accruing  to  the  real  faithfuU. 
either  by  happily  removing  them  to  reft,  out  of  a 
world  of  fin  and  vanity,  or  by  promoting  their 
fanftification,  if  their  pilgrimage  be  prolonged. 

Novatus,  cither  unwilling  to  face  the  bifhop  of 
Carthage,  or  defirous  to  extend  the  mifchiefs  of 
fchifm,  pafled  the  fea  and  came  to  Rome.  Thef^ 
he  fcparated  from  the  church  a  prieft  named  No- 
vatian,  a  friend  of  the  confeflbr  Moyfes,  whofe 
fufferings  at  Rome  were  of.  a  tedious  nature. 
Moyfes  renounced  his  acquaintance  on  this,  and 
died  foon  after,  in  prifon,  where  he  had  been  near 
a  year.  He  entered  into  full  peace  at  length, 
having  left  the  evidence  of  modefty  and  peaceable'^ 
nefs  in  addition  to  his  other  more  fplendid  virtues^ 
as  teftimonies  of  his  love  to  the  Lord  Jefus. 

Novatus  found  the  ideas  of  his  new  partner  in 
religion  placed  in  an  extreme  oppofite  to  his  own. 
Novatian  had  been  a  ftoic  before  he  was  a  chri-' 
ftian,  and  he  ftill  retained  the  rigour  of  the  {c&  to 
fuch  a  degree,  that  he  held  it  wrong  to  receive 
thofe  into  the  church  who  once  had  lapfed,  though 
they  gave  the  fincereft  marks  of  repentance. 
Full  of  thefe  unwarranted  feverities,  he  exclaimed 
againft  the  unreafonable  lenity  of  the  Roman 
clergy  in  receiving  penitents.  Many  of  the  clergy 
of  Rome,  Who  were  ftill  in  prifon  for  the  faith, 
were  feduced  by  his  apparent  zeal  for  church*^ 
difcipline,  among  others  Maximus  and  others  to 
whom  Cyprian  had  formerly  written.  Thefe 
joined  Novatian.  Jiis  African  tutor,  with  afto* 
nifhing  inconfiftency,  after  having  ftirred  up  a 
general  indignation  in  Africa  againft  the  bifhop 
for  fevcrity  to  the  lapfed,  now  fupported  a  party 
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who  complained  of  too  much  lenity  at  Rome,  and 
defended  two  extremes,  it  is  hard  to  fay  which  is 
the  worfe,  with  equal  pertinacity  within  the  com- 
pafs  of  two  years. 

The  Roman  clergy  thought  it  high  time  to  ftem 
the  torrent.  They  had  for  fixteen  months  *  with 
fingular  piety  and  fortitude  governed  the  church 
during  one  of  its  mod  ftormy  feafoiis,  Schifm 
was  now  added  to  perfecution ;  to  be  chofen  bifhop 
of  Rome  was  plainly  for  a  man  to  expofe  himfelf 
to  martyrdom-,  forDecius  threatened  bilhops  with 

great  haughtinefs  and  afperity.  Sixteeen  bifhops 
appening  to  be  then  at  Rome,  ordained  Cornelius 
as  the  fucceflbr  of  Fabian.  He  was  very  unwilling 
to  accept  of  the  office;  but  the  eledtion  of  a 
bifhop  to  withftand  the  growing  fchifm  appeared 
necelTary,  and  the  people  who  were  prcient  ap- 
proved of  his  ordination. 

Novatian  procured  himfelf  to  be  ordained  bi- 
fhop, in  oppofition,  in  a  very  irregular  manner ;(, 
and  vented  calumnies  againft  Cornelius,  whofe 
life  appears  to  have  been  worthy  of  the  gofpel. 

Thus  was  formed  the  firft  body  of  chriftians, 
who,  in  modern  language,  ought  to  be  called 
Dijfeniers^  that  is,  men  who  feparate  from  the  ge- 
neral church,  not  on  grounds  of  dodrine,  but  of 
difcipline.  The  Novacianifts  held  no  opinions  con- 
trary to  the  faith  of  the  gofpel.  It  is  certain, 
from  fome  writings  of  Novatian  extant,  *^f  that  their 
leader  was  found  in  the  doftrine  of  the  Trinity. 
But  the  confelTors,  whom  his  pretentions  to  fupe- 
rior  §  purity  had  feduced,  return'^d  afterwards  to 

the 

♦  Flewry.B.  fi. 
X  Sec  in  Eufcbius,  B.  6,  C/krneIius*'i  kiicr  cooceni-Dg  NoTtiian* 
ubom  Kufebiusconfouods  v/ith  Noibtus  by  luiltake. 

+-S?c  Watcrla^ad's  Importance  of  the  Trinity. 

h  Epif.  48  and  49- 


^the  communion  of  Cornelius,  »nd  wept  over  limi 

'  inm  credulity.   In  a  letter  of  CorntUus  to  Fabius^ 

nihop  of  Antioch,  we  have  occafionally  the  mco*^ 

tioo  of  a  few  circumftances  which  may  give  aa 

[Idea  of  the  church  of  Rome  at  that  time^,   Thcie 

vere   under   the    bifhop   forty-fix  priefts,   fevei^ 

kacons,  fcvcn  fub-deacons,  forty- two  acolythl| 

ifty  two    exorcilh,    and    readers    with    portCT% 

widows,  aad  impotent  perfons,  above  1050  fouls* 

The  number  of  the  laity  waa^  fays  he,  innuj 

rable.     I  don't  know  fo  aothemtc  a  memorial 

&f  tl^  numbers  of  the  chriftians  in  thofc  times* 

In  his  lecter  he  charges  Novatian,  perhaps  wkhouc 

^jfficicnt  Warrant,  with  having  denied  hirafcif  to 

a  prieft  during  the  heat  of  the  perfccution,  anil 

rich  obliging  his  frparatifts,  when  he  adminiftered 

'  to  thcin  the  Lord*s  lupper*  to  fwear  to  adhere  to 

^im.     He  was  daily  more  md  more  forfakcn,  and 

^he   party    at   Rome   loft    ground.      In   Africa^ 

whither  NovatuiT  feturned,  th«r  party  held  up  iia 

^leadf   and  ordained  Nicoilracus   the  deacon,  the 

^nly  pcrfon  of  note,  who  was  feduced  at  Rome  by 

Novatian^  and  who  refufed  to  return  to  commii- 

■iiion  with  Cornelius,      Confctous  of  fcandalous 

Ptrimes  J,  he  fled  from  Rome  and  became  bifliop 

of  the  Novatiann  :n  Africa, 

It  would  not  have  been  worth  while  to  have 

tailed  rhefe  events  thus  diftinftly^  but  to  mark 

le  fyniptoms  of  decicnfion  in   the  church,   the 

Inity  ot  which  was  now  broken  for  the  firit  cimej 

">r  it  ought  not  to  be  thought  that  all  the  Nova- 

tians  were  men^void  of  tlic  faith  and  love  of  Jefus. 

*he  artifices  of  Satan  alio,  in  pulhing  forward 

jpofitc  extremes,  are  worthy  of  notice.  He  tried 

th  the  lax  and  the  fever e  nrirthod  in  paint  of 

C  c  difcipline. 

♦  About  ibe  roi^c  of  the  third  oeotorf , 
t  The  Nf^Titlaoi  caU*4  ihtmki^^  Caibin,  ptuc  j 
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diTcipline.  The'former  he  finda  more  fuitabk  to 
the  ftate  of  chriftianicy  among  us.  But  it  could 
gain  no  folid  footing  in  the  third  century.  The 
Novatian  fchifm  Hood  at  laft  on  the  ground  of 
exceflive  feverity,  a  certain  proof  of  the  ftri&neis  of 
difqipline  then  falhionable  among  chriftians,  and- 
4f.courfe  of  great  purity  of  life  and  do£trine  hav- 
Vig  been  prevalent  among  them ;  but  to  rcfufe 
the  re-admiffion  of  penitents  was  a  dangerous  in-^ 
ftance  of  pharifaical  pride,  .though  in  juftice  to 
Novatian  it  ought  to  be  mentioned  that  he  advifed 
the  exhorting,  of  the  lapfed  to  repentance,  and 
then  leaving  .them  to  the  judgment  of  God.  But 
extreme  aufterity  and  .fuperftitioa were  now  grow- 
ing evils,  and  cheriflied  by  falfe  philofophy.  On- 
the  fame  plan  Novatian  alfo  condemned  fecond 
marriages. 

At  length  Cyprian  ventured  out  of  his  retreat 
and  returned  to  Carthage.  In  what  manner  he 
there  conducted  himielf  fliall  be.  the  fubjeft  of  the 
next  chapter. 


idMliB 


CHAP.     X. 


(^PRJAN's  settlement  of  his  church  after  HIS" 
RETURN,  AND  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTERN- 
CHURCH  TILL  THE  PERSECUTION    UNDER  CALLUS* 

THE  prudence  of  Cyprian  h^d  been  fo  re- 
markable during  the  whole  of  the  perfecu- 
tion  of  Decius,  that  we  may  fairly  conclude  he 
kad  ceafed  to  .apprehend  any  perfonal  danger 
when  he  appeared  again  in  public  at  Carthage. 
In  faft,  it  was  not  the  ceflation  of  malice»   but 

thft 
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(he  dfftfa6Eion'  of  public  aflFairs,  which  put  an  end 
to  the  perfecucion.  Decius,  on  account  of  the 
incurfion  of  the  Goths,  was  obliged. ta leave  Rome^ 
and  God  gave  a  breathing-time  to  his  fervants, 
while  men  of  the  world  were  wholly  taken  up  with 
refilling  or  mourning  under  their  calamities.  Af- 
ter Eafter  a  council  was  held  at  Carthage;  and  the 
eyes  of  Chriftians  were  turned  toward  it,  in  expec- 
tation of  fome  fcttlement  of  the  very  confufed 
ftate  of  the  church  under  the  aufpices  of  Cyprian 
and  the  other  bifhops  of  Africa.  There  at  firft, 
for  want  of  exadt  information  of  circumftances^ 
fome  delay  was  made  before  Cornelius  was  owned 
as  legitimate  bifhop  of  Rome.  But  when  the 
truth  of  things  was  laid  open/the  rq^larityof 
his  appointment  and  the  violation  of  order  in  the 
fchifmatical  ordination  of  Nov.atian,  by  fome  per- 
fons  who  were  in  a  ftate-  of  intoxication*,  there 
was  no  room  to  hcficate.  Novatian  was  rejedted 
in  the  African  fynod,  and  FclicUfimus;  with  his 
five  prcibyters,  was  condemned.  And  now  the 
cafe  of  the  lapiedv^hich  had  given  fo  much  dif- 
quietude,  and  which  Cyprian  had  fo  often  pro- 
Qiiftd  to  fettle  in  full  council,  was  finally  dater- 
mined,  and  with  men  whq  feared  God  it  was  no 
hard  thing  to  adjufl:  a  due  medium.  A  proper 
temperature  was  ufed  between  the  precipitation  of 
the  lapfed  and  the  ftoical  feverity  of  Novatian. 
Hence  penitents  were  reftorcd,  and  the  cafe  of 
dubious  charadters  was  deferred,  and  yet  every 
method  of  chriltian  charity  was  ufed  to  facilitate 
their  reftoration. 

'  Fortunatus  preferved  ftill  a  fchifmatical  af- 
fembly.  But  both  his  bifhop  and  his^  ftock.fiirunk 
fbon  into  infignificancc.  The  chriftiam authority 
of  Cyprian  was  reftored.  The  Novatian  party 
C  c  a  alone 

:     -  *  See  Gonelias's  letter  in  Eufcb* 
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alone  iftemained  m  long  time  after;  iir  Africa  uitSSt 
dfewlicre,  numerous  enough  to  conciniie  a  diftinft- 
body  of  profefEng  chrifttans.  TJie  Itttle  light 
which  cfa-ifttan  annals  afford  of  thefe  diflenters(and 
it  is  very  Kttle)  fliail  be  given*  in  its  place.  1  feel 
not  the  leaft  inclination  to  partiality  concerning 
them^  fer  I  am  cbnfcious  that  God  is  not  confined 
to  any  particular  modes  of  church-government« 
Tbe  laws  of  biftoricai  truth  have  obliged  me  in- 
deed torobferve  that  their  feceffion  could  hot  be 
juftified ;  but  that  doea  not  render  it  impoffible 
tbtt  the  Spirit  of  <jod  might  be  with  fome  ok  this 
ptopkt  during  ilheir  tlHMnnuanoe  as  adiftind  body*, 
of  chriftians. 

TlHss  did  it  pleaA  God  to  make  u&  of  the 
vigour  and  perftveranoe  of  Cyprian  in  recovering 
^rhorch  of  Carthage  from  a  ftate  of  moft  de- 
itorable  dtcknfion.  Firft  flie  had  k>ft  her  purity 
mtd  piety  to  a- very  akrmine  degree,  then  was  tortf 
with  pencctttion,  and  fittod  by  the  ftorm  fo  much' 
lliat  t4ie  greateft  part  of  her  proleflbrs  apoftatized^ 
^erwards  convul&d  by  fdufms  becaufe  of  men's 
unwiHitogfeiefs  to  iubmit  to  the  rules  of  God's  own 
word,  in  wholefome  difcipline  and  fincere  repen* 
aanoe.  On  Cyfn-iao^s  return  however,  and  die 
new  train  of  diioipline  eftabliflied  by  the  council^ 
Carthage,  and  meofl:  probably  Africa,  affiimed  a 
new  face y  unity  was  reftored  in  a  great  meafure;^ 
and  though  we  warn  the  accounts  of  particular 
inftances,  there  is  ali  reafbn  to  believe  that  the 
chunch  <^  God  wasr  much  recovered  in  thefe  parts; 

Decius  loft  his  life  in  battle  in  the  year  twa 
bcmdicd  and  fifty-one,  after  having  reigned  thirty 
mondia.  A  prince  not  deficient  ia  abdlitie^  and 
moral  viituei,  but  diftiaguiflied,  during  this  whmikff 
period,  by  the  moft  cruel  perfecutioa  ot  the  church 
oi  God :  he  was  bent  <>a  ite  ruin,  but  periihed 

himfelf^ 


I 


I 
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iiim&lf :  his  fucceflTor  wis  Gallus,  who  for  a  Httk 
time  allowed  peace  to  the  church. 

It  would  now  be  proper  to  look  tjito  th^  taft, 
and  fee  the  effefts  of  the  perf(*€ution  ihercj  oaly 
a  few  circumftances  which  had  atten4eci  i%  in  the 
weft  muft  detain  m  ^  little  longer. 

Cyprian,  zealous  far  the  uQiiy  of  th«  church, 
iqfprmcd  Cornel i us,  *  that  certain  perfoi^g  came 
to  Caifthage  from  NovatiaB*  who  in  fitted  on  being 
Jieard  as  to  fome  charges  which  they  had  to  pro* 
duce  againft  Cornelius.  But  as  fu^ci^nt  an4 
ample  teftimony  had  already  been  givgn  in  favQyr 
of  Cornelius^  and  a  prudent  delay  had  been  made 
ufe  of  till  the  fenfe  of  the  church  of  Rome  had 
been  authentically  exhibited,  they  rf fufed  to  b/^v 
the  Novatians  any  more.  Thefe>  he  obferves, 
began  to  ft  rive  to  make  a  party  in  Africa,  going 
into  private  houfes  and  different  tgwns  fQr  that 
purpofe.  The  council  of  Carchage  informed  theii^ 
that  they  ought  to  ccafe  their  obftinacy,  ^nd  not 
to  relinquiOi  their  mother  the  church,  and  tQ  pwji 
that  a  bifhop  being  once  conftitutoi  and  approve^ 
by  the  teftimony  and  judgment  of  his  colleagues 
and  the  people,  another  could  not  be  lawfully  fee 
up  in  his  room  j  therefore^  if  they  would  confulf 
for  thcmfclvcs  peaceably  and  faithfully,  if  tbcy 
owned  themlclve&  to  be  the  ailercora  of  ih^  gofpel 
of  Chrift,  they  ought  to  return  to  the  chwrch* 

Though  the  ideas  of  this  epiftle  may  found  very 
ft  range  to  the  ears  of  many  profcffgra  of  ^dline& 
in  our  days,  1  fee  not,  I  own,  on  what  principles 
they  can  be  controverted*  There  is  a  medium 
between  the  dcfpotiim  of  idolatrous  Eome  and  the 
extreme  licentioufnefs  of  many  in  our  dsiy*  Is 
peace  to  be  preferred  in  the  church  ?  Is  unity 
precious  i  Certainly  =     ' 


C  c  3 


jonty. 
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jority,  where  a  church  has  been  evangelically  fet-y 
tied,  and  paftors  found  in  faith  and  manners  are 
appointed,  ought  to  prevail.  It  cannot  be  right 
for  fingle  perfons,  on  no  better  ground  than  their 
own  fancy  and  humour,  to  diflcnt.  This  is  not 
keeping  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of 
peace ;  but  this  was  the  firit  origin  of  the  Nova- 
jdan  fchifm. 

Perfons,  who  have  ufed  themfclves  to  the  lawlcfs 
mode- of  a£ting  in  religion  which  now  fo  unhappily 
prevails,  who  feel  no  pity  for  the  church  of  Chrift^ 
nor  care  how  much  her  members  be  torn  one  from 
another,  and  make  no  more  difficulty  of  changing 
their  paftors  than  their  workmen,  will  not  enter 
into  the  beauty  of  Cyprian's  charitable  concern 
for  the  unity  of  the  church.  It  is  evident  union 
at  Rome  was  as  much  on  his  heart  as  union  at 
Carthage,  ^caufe  he  confidered  Chrift's  body  as 
one.  He  explains  *  to  Cornelius  why  ,  the  ac- 
knowledgment of  him  as  bilhop  was  delayed,  and 
how  he  was  honourably  received  on  full  informa- 
tion. He  fpeaks  of  the  Roman  fchifm  with  hor- 
ror, he  repneients  the  chriftian  fchifmatics,  as  re- 
fufing  the  bofom  and  embrace  of  their  mothci^ 
and  as  fetting  up  an  adulterous  head  out  of  the 
church.'  I  will  not  vindicate  expreffions  which 
go  to  the  length  of  a  total  condemnation  of  the 
perfons  of  all  fchifmatics;  fchifm  is  not  fo  deadly 
an  evilas  herefy,  nor  muft  we  judge  of  the  heiarts 
of  others.-  But  Cyprian's  zeal  requires  in  all  rcafon 
that  equal  candout  be  (hewn  to  himfelf.  The  evil, 
which  had  jult  begun  to  (hew  itfelf  in  Rome  and 
Carthage,  was  then  new  in  the  chriftian  world.  Be- 
fore his  time  noinftance  had  happened  of  any  fepa- 
Tations  made  from  the  church,  but  for  the  fupport 
of  damnable  herefies  ^and  it  muft  be.  confeflcds  |f 
* .       V  real 

•  ^  £pi£  4%. 
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ceaHy  good  men  in  all  ages  had  pofle&d  the  farrtfi 
confciencious  dread  of  the  fin,  it  had  fared  much 
better  with  vital  chriftianity^  and  thofe  reparations 
which  muft  of  neceflity  be  made,  when  not  tolo^ 
rable  inconveniences,  but  £alfe  worfliip  ^md  falfe 
do£krine  ace  prevalent,  would  be  treated  with 
more  refpedt  in  the  world. 

Encouraged  with  the  fuccefs  of  his  pacific  lar 
bours  at  home,  Cyprian  endeavoured  to  heal  the 
breaches  of  Rome.  He  was  fenfible  th^t  the 
example  of  the  confefibrs,  whom  Nova^an's  ap* 
p^arance  of  fuperior  piety  in  discipline  hi^d  U^ 
duced,  had  been  attended  with  ja  great  defeAion. 
He  wrote  refpedfuUy  to  his  former  correfpondoncs, 
afluring  them  th^t  the  deeped  fadnefs  had  pofiefled 
his  breaft  on  their  account  -,  he  reminds  thekn  of 
the  honour  of  their  faithful  fiifferings,  aad  in- 
treats  their  return  to  the  church,  and  points  QUf 
the  inconfiftency  of  their  glorious  jconfeffion  of 
Chrift  with  their  prefent  irregularity.  9^t  io 
exactly  attentive  was  Cyprian  to  .order,  that  he 
firft  fent  the  letter  to  Cornelius,  and  ordered  it  to 
be  read  to  him^  and  fubmitted  to  his  difculTion 
before  he  would  fuflfer  it  to  be  fent  to  the  conr 
feflbrs*.  With  the  facne  cautious  charity  he  ei^ 
plains  again  to  Cornelivis  fome  things  which  had 
given  him  umbrage  with  refpeA  to  the  delay  of 
the  acknowledgment  of  his  ordination  I^. ,  The 
chief  reafon  why  I  think  thefe  thioes  enter  intp 
jny  plan  is,  becaufe  the  conduct  of  the  Africap 
prelate  is  calculated  to  inftruA  chriftiap  rninifter^, 
la^Uages  to  enlarge  their  views  as  fs^r  A3  the  whole 
church  of  Chrift,  and  then  only  to  think  they  grow 
in  true  zeal  and  true  charity  when.they  fear  the  evils 
pf  divifion,  and  labour  to  pfcferve  pc»ce  and  unity. 

The 
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Me  pMgnA  «f  ichriftiaa  grtoe  is  fteo  much  ia 

thefe  things. 

Thcee  is  the  greater  reafim  to  faeliore  thit  the 
fKithoricy  of  Cypriaq  had  a  gteat  zBSoBt  on  the 

t  iBifkls  oif  Maximus  and  the  other  feduced  con* 
ictforSf  whofe  undoufosjcd  piety  gave  the  chief 
fupport  to  Novatian*s  p^rty.  But9:  mm  k  often 
happens,  tlie  cxceflive  eiigerneis  of  the  fichifawtics 
defeated  their  own  end  at  Rome.     They  were  fo 

'  fraudulent  as  to  fend  out  frequent  letters  in  their 
nf  me  almoft  through  all  the  churches  to  fpread 
the  fchifm.  Maxinnus  and  the  reft  inforoied  of 
this  were  furpriied,  owned  themielves  circum* 
irented,  and  declared  they  knew  not  a  fy liable  of 
the  contents  of  thefb  loters.  Such  the  ^wc£vA 
fyuits  of  difcord ! 

Their  ^es  now  began  to  be  opened,  and 
they  heartily  defined  a  re-union  with  the  church. 
The  whole  body  of  the  Roman  church  (and  there 
ts  every  realbn  to  bdieve  it  was  at  that  time  as 
^re  a  church  as  moft)  fympathized  with  chefe 
eonfoflbnyboth  in  their  fedudion  and  in  thdr«e- 
covery.  Te^rs  of  joy  and  thankfgiiring^  to^God 
were  difcovered  in  the  aflembly.  *'  Wc  confcfs,^ 
f^Y  Maximus  and  the  reft  whh  ingenuous  frank- 
leitfsj  ^'ourjrniftake.  We  own  Cornebus  the  bl- 
Aiop  ^f  the  moiV  holy  *  general  church,  chofen  t^ 
God  Almighty  aiid  Cbrift  our  Lord ;  we  fofiered 
Ml  impofture :  we  were  circumvented  by  trtachery 
and  a  captious  plauiibility  of  fpceck  ;  for  though 
we  feem  to  have  had  fome  communication  with  a 
fchifinatic  nnd  a  heretic  j;,  yet  our  mind  was  Gm- 

oordy 

^^  I  choofe  to  iranflate  GorneHus*s  Catholici^in  Pam.  4^.  wKidi 
'0yje^  an  account  elf  this  tranfa^tton,  jfr*rr«/ rather  ibao  eaiMlc,  m 
wioguiih  the  chorcb  of  Chriit  at  large  from  particular  feparatifta. 

t  They  coDfouod  heie  two  tem  that  oi^jht  to  be  kept  diiliii6U 
Movatian  via  •  UbitaaAc,  but  aot  a  heittic. 
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cerelf  with  the  church*  for  wc  knew  fh at  there  is 
enc  God,  one  Chrift»  one  Lord,  whom  wc  have 
coflfe0cd^  one  Holy  Ghoft,  that  one  bilhop  ought 
to  be  in  the  genertj  church,"  **  Should  we  nor,** 
(ajri  Cornelius,  **  be  moved  with  cheir  profeflion, 
thW  what  tbey  had  dared  co  confefs  before  the  worlds 
they  might  approve,  being  reftored  to  the  church? 
MAximus  the  prelbyter  we  reftored  to  his  office  ^ 
the  reft  we  received  with  the  ftrong  confcnt  of  the 
people/^ 

Cyprian*  with  his  ufual  animatiofi,  *  congrft* 
tuktoi  Cornelius  on  the  eventt  and  defcribes  the 
^sppy  efFcft  which  the  example  of  the  confcffors 
'tad  on  the  minds  of  the  people.  In  truth,  more 
tendernefs  of  confcience*  m  point  of  Ichifm^  in 
tnany  good  men,  who  in  modern  times  appear  to 
ie  to  have  fuffered  tbemfevcs  to  be  harafled  by 
needkfs  and  frivolous  fcruples,  might  have  pre* 
vented  much  evil  in  the  church  of  Chritt  But 
no  one  can  now  be  deceived^  fays  Cyprian,  by  the 
loquacity  of  a  frantic  fchifmatic^  fmce  it  appears 
that  good  and  glorious  foldiers  of  Chritl  could 
not  long  be  detained  out  of  the  church  by  pcrBdy 
find  fallacy. 

The  Novatians  being  balHed  at  Rome,  No- 
vatus  and  Nicoftratqs  went  over  to  Africa,  We 
have  fcen  whaE  they  did  there^  and  Cornelius  ^ 
wrote  to  warn  Cyprian  againft  their  attempts. 
There  is  a  difagreeable  harlbners  af  language  in 
his  account  of  his  enemies  in  this  letter^  much 
the  fame  fpirit  is  breathed  in  the  fragment  ctf  his 
epiftle  in  Eufcbius-  Bat  though  the  charafter  of 
Novatus  appears  entirely  indefen Able,  and  fo  does 
the  whole  ground  of  the  fchilm,  oor  it  there  the 
kaft  reafon  to  believe  that  the  Spirit  of  God 
had  feft  the  general  church  co  abide  with  the 

diflenters^ 
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<<Slffentcrs,  yet  the  perfonal  charaftcfs  of  foirie  of 
their  fupporters  might  be  excellent.  I  (hall  find  a 
convenient  place  by  and  by  to  examine,  as  well  as 
I  can,  that  of  Novatian  himfelf. 
«  Of  Novatus  the  biftiop  of  Carthage,  one,  who 
inuft  have  thoroughly  known  him,  aflerts  exprefsly 
and  circumftantially  that  he  was  goilty  bf  horrible 
crimes,  which,  in  truth,  it  is  neither pleafant  in  itfelf 
to  particularize,  nor  does  the  pkn  of  this  hiltory  . 
require  that  I  (hould.  The  charity  of  Cyprian 
requires  that  this  teftimony  fhould  be  .admitted*. 
He  was  as  reitiar-kable  for  moderation  as  for  zeal. 
He  fpeaks  with  much  fenfibility  of  peribns  fe- 
duced  by  the  arts  of  the  fouUmppftor,  and  obferves 
thofc  only  will  perilh  who  are  wilful  in  their  evils. 
The  reft,  fays  he,  the  mercy  of  .God  the  Father 
will  unite  with  us,  and  the  grace  of  -  our  Lord 
Chrift  and  our  patience.  I  wifh  this  benevolent 
fpirit  had  had  fo  good  an  opportunity  of  knowing 
Novatian  as  Novatus.  But  a  Ronian,  who  does 
not  appear  ever  to  have  come  into  Africa  at  all, 
could  only  be  made  known  to  him  by  report. 

In  anfwer  to  a  friertdly .letter  of  the  Roman 
confeflbrsj,  Cyprian,  after  congratulating  them 
on  their  rc-union  with  the  church,  and  expreffing 
his  fincere  forrowfor  the  former  dcfeftion,  de- 
livers his  fentiments'on  the  duty  of  chriftians  in 
thi§  point.  The  flattering  idea,  which  had  fe- 
duccd  thefe  good  men,  was  a  notion  of  appointing 
a  church  here  on  earth  exaftly  pure  and  perfect. 
He  may  be  heard  with  patience  on  this  fubjeft, 
who  had  fuftained  fo  much  ill-will  on  account  of 
his  attention  to  difcipline.  Yet,  while  he  thought 
it  neccflary  that  the  lapfed  (hould  Ihew  good  marks 
of  penitence,  he  was  far  from  fuppofing  that  men 
Ihouid  be  able  to  decide  pofitively  in  all  cafes 
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^ho  were^  true  chriftians  and  who  not^  and  to 
redify  all  abufes,  and  cleanfe  the  church  of  alt 
tares.  The  middle  ftatc  between  imprafticable 
efforts  of  feverity  and  licentious  negle£i:  was  Cy- 
prian's  judgment,  and  to  feparate  from  the  vilible 
church  for  the  want  of  that  exa£t  purity  in  thq 
members  which  the  prefent  (tare  of  things  does 
not  admit  of,  he  held  to  be  culpable.  .  But  let  the 
reader  hear  him  fpeak  on  a  point  which,  though 
not  of  the  firfl  importance,  deferves,  on  account 
of  its  influence  on  praAice,  to  be  deeply  confidered 
by  all  friends  of  vital  godlinefs. 

"  Though  there  appear  to  be  tares  in  the 
church,  our  faith  and  love  ought  not  to  be  im-^ 
peded  fo,  that  becaufe  we  fee  tares  in  the  church 
we  muft  leave  it.  Our  bulinefs  is  to  labour,  that 
we  ourfelves  be  found  found  bread,  that  when  the 
corn  fhall  be  gathered  into  the  harveft,  we  may 
receive  reward  according  to  our  labour.  The 
Apoftle  fpeaks  of  veflcls  not  only  of  gold  and 
filvcr  but  alfo  of  wopd  and  of  earth,  arid  fome  to 
honour  and  fome  to  diflionour* 

Be  it  our  care  that  we  be  found  veflels  of  gold 
or  filver,  but  to  break  in  pieces  the  veflels  of  caith 
belongs  to  the  Lord  alone,  to  whopi  is  given  a 
rod  of  iron.  The  fervant  cannot  be  greater  than 
his  mafter;  nor  can  any  man  claim  to' himfelf 
what  the  Father  attributes  to  the  Son  alone,  that^ 
he  fhould  think  himfelf  capable  of  thoroughly 
purging  the  Root  or  fepararing  all  the  wheat  from 
the  tares  by  human  judgment.  It  is  proud  ob- 
(^inacy  and  facrilegious  prefumption  wnich  a  de- 
praved madnefs  aiTumes  to  itfelf;  and  while 
fome  lay  claim  to  a  dominion  beyond  ihe  de- 
mands of  juftice  and  equit]^,  they  perifli  from  the 
church ;  and  while  they  infolently  extol  them- 
felvcs,  blinded  by  their  own  humour,  they  lofe  the 

light 


(    4ia    ) 

Jigbc  of  trucfi.  For  this  caufe,  holding  a  tempera- 
jture,  and  contemplating  the  balance  of  the  Lord^ 
and  thirfting  for  the  hoHnefs  and  mercy  of  God 
the  Father,  ;ifter  a  Irag  and  careful  deliberation^ 
we  have  fettled  a  Juft  mcdiocrhy.  I  refer  you  to 
my  books  on  the  (ubjeft,  which  I  l^y  read  here; 
9nd  from  common  charity  have  fent  over  to  you 
to  read,  in  which  neither  a  due  cenfure  is  wanting 
to  the  lapfed,  nor  medicine  to  heal  the  peniten.t. 
I  have  expreflfed  alfo  my  thoughts  on  the  unity  6l 
the  chuVcn  to  the  beft  pf  my  poor  judgment  •.•* 

There  was  one  Antoninus,  a  bilfaop  of  fome 
note,  who  was  difpofed  to  embrace  the  Novatiao 
ichifm.  To  him  Cyprian  in  a  long  letter  ez; 
plains  with  much  force  and  clearncfs  the  whole  of 
^is  ideas  on  the  fubjed.  A  very  Ihort  abrrdgement 
of  it  may  be  given,  becaufe  of  the  charity  and 
good  fcnfe  which  run  through  it  J. 

He  clears  himfelf  from  the  charse  of  incoiy- 
fiftency,  bv  (hewing  the  views  on  wnich  he  for^ 
merly  aded  with  ftridlnefs,  now  with  lenity,  under 
^ry  difierent  circumiiances,  informs  him  what 
had  been  determined  both  at  Rome  and  Carthagj; 
concerning  the  lapfed,  enlarges  on  the  virtues  of 
Cornelius,  who  had  ventured  his  life  in  a  time  of 
fevere  trial  under  ^Decius,  defends  him  aeaii^ 
tlie  unjuft  afperfiohs  of  the  Novatians,  and  do- 
inonft rates  that  very  different  rules  and  methods 
ihould  be  ufed  according  to  the  difierent  circum- 
ftances  of  offenders,  and  that  Novatian's  ftoicifm, 
}py  which  all  fins  are  equal,  was  vaftly  different 
from  the  genius  of  chriftianity.  He  fuppofts  bis 
ideas  of  mercy  by  ftriking  and  appofite  paflkgisf 
of  fcripture.  For  mftance:  *•  The  wnole  need  nor  i| 
phyfician,  but  the  fick."  What  fort  of  a  phyfivitii 
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b  be  who  faysi  ^*  I  cufc  only  the  found  ?'•— ^*  Nor 
ought  we  to  chink  tbofe  ji^hom  we  fee  wounded  by 
the  deadly  perfecutton  to  be  dead»  but  to  lie  ba)£ 
ikad;  etfe  we  Ihould  OQt  afterwards  behold  in 
them  the  true  chara&ers  of  confcflbrs  and  martyrs.*' 

He  ihews  that  the  cenfurcs  of  the  church  are 
not  to  anticipate  the. judgment  of  t^he  Lord.  His 
quotations  of  fcripture  may  well  be  fpared  in  be- 
half of  receiving  penitents  again  into  the  church* 
The  uncharitabknefs  of  Noyatian  will  hardly  now 
fiqd  a  defender. 

He  beautifully  infifta  on  the  propriety  and 
wholefomenefs  of  mercy,  gentlenefi^  and  charity^ 
9od  expofes  the  unreafonablenefs  of  the  difienc 
fipom  this  circumftance,  that  formerly  in  Africa 
ibn^  jjifkops  denied  a  return  into  the  church  for" 
adulterers,  yet  did  not  form  a  fcbifm  09  that  ac^ 
count.  And  yet  an  adulterer  appears  to  him  tor 
deferve  a  greater  degree  of  fevericy  than  a  man 
who  lapfca  through  i^r  of  tormeoc  And  he  ex- 
pofes  ^e  abfurdity  of  the  Novatians  exhortii^ 
naen  to  repent,  while  they  rob  them  oi  gXk  thofd 
comforts  and  hopes  which  Ihould  encourage  re- 
pentance. It  is  oM:rvabjle  that  he  alledges  nothing 
particular  againft  the  perfonal  chara£ter  of  Nova- 
tian ;  only  his  fchifm  he  looks  on  lyith  all  that 
Woefs  of  feverity  which  I  blamed  above. 

See  from  another  circumftance  the  ftriftnefs  of 
4tfcipline  which  then  prevailed  in  the  pureft 
churches.  Several  peribas,  who  ftood  firm  for  a 
time  in  perfecution  and  afterwards  fell  through 
«uremity  of  torment,  were  three  years  kepi  in  a 
ftace  of  exclufion  from  the  church,  and  lived  that 
Qflpe  with  every  mark  of  true  repentance.  Cy- 
prian being  confulted  *  decided  that  they  ought 
tft  be  reftored  to  the  church. 

The 
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'  The  apl)earancc  of  a  new  pcrfecution  froiff 
Oallus  now  threatening  the  church,  Cyprian,  with 
the  African  fynod,  wrote  to  Cornelius  about  ha- 
itening  the  time  of  receiving  penitents,'  that  they 
might  be  armed  for  the  approaching  ftorm  *. 
'  In  the  mean-time  Feliciffimus  finding,  after  his 
condemnation,  no  fecurity  to  his  reputation  in 
Africa,  croffed  the  fea  to  Rome,  raited  a  party 
againft  Cornelius,  and  by  menaces  threw  hint  into 
great  fear.  Cyprian -s  fpirit  feems  more  difturbed 
on  this  occafion  than  in  any  of  his  epiftles  I  have 
yet  obftrved.  He  fupports  the  dignity  of  the 
epifcopal  chara6ter  ina  ftile  of  great  magnificence, 
and  it  is  from  hence  evident,  that  his  continued 
ill  treatment  from  men  of  this  charafter  led  him 
into  fome  degree  of  impatience,  and  the  language 
he  ufes  of  the  authority  of  bifliops  would  found 
ftrange  to  our  ears,  though  it  by  no  means  con- 
tains any  definite  ideas  contrary,  to  the  ftripture. 
The  whole  epiftte,  in  which  he  rovtCt^  the  dejefted 
fpirit  of  Cofnelius,  (hews  much  of  the  hero,  not 
fo  much  of  the  chfiftian  J.  He  confeflcs  indeed 
that  he  fpeaks  grieved,  and  compelled  by  a  feries" 
of  undefcrved  ill  treatment.  He  takes  notice  that 
at  the  very  time  of  writing .  this  he  was  again  de- 
manded by  the  people  to  be  expofed  to  the  lions. 
He  fpeaks  of  the  ordination  of'  Fortunatus,  "and 
alfo  of  one  Maximus,  by  the  fchifmatics,  in  a  con- 
temptuous manner.  Yet  it  is  evident  that  on  the 
whole  he  triumphed  in  Carthage  among  his  people." 
His  great  virtues  and  unqueltionable  fincerity  fe- 
cured  him  the  affeftions  of  the  chufch.  They* 
fcarce  had  patience  when  he  was  for  re-admittihg 
a  lapfed  offender  of  note  into  the  church,  arid 
when  luph  were  not  amended  by  his  tenify,  they' 
cxpreffed  their  rcfentment.     The  eloi)uchce,  -antf 
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even  the  geif^ine  ciiarity  of  this  great  man,  appears 
through  the  epiflle  ^  but  it  is  deficient  in  the 
meckdcfs  and  patience  which  (hine  in  his  other 
performances. 


CHAP.     XI. 


THE   EFFECTS    OF    THE    PERSECUTION  OF   DECIUS   IN 
THE    EASTER  I*    CHURCH. 

fT^HE  eaftern  and  weftern  churches  were  di- 
X  vided  in  thofe  times  by  the  Greek  and 
Roman  language  from  each  other,  though  ce- 
mented by  the  common  bond  of  the  Roman  go- 
vernment, and  much  more  of  the  common  falva- 
tion.  It  will  often  be  found  convenient  to  con- 
fider  their  hiftorydiftindtly.  The  Gentile  church 
of  jer'ufalem  ftill  maintained  its  refpeftability  un- 
der Alexander  its  bifhop,  who  has  been  fpoken  of 
above.  He  was  again  called  on  to  confefs  Chrift 
before  the  tribunal  of  the  prefidcnt  at  Caefarea,  and 
in  this  fecond  trial  of  his  faith  having  acquitted 
himfelf  with  his  ufual  fidelity,  he  was  cad  into  pri- 
fon:  his  venerable  locks,  procured  him  no  pityjnor 
refped,  and  he  finally  breathed  out  his  foul  under 
confinement*.  ^ 

At  Antioch  Babylas  after  his  confefllon  dying 
in  jbonds,  Fa:bius  was  chofen  his  fucceflbr.  In 
this  perfecution  the  renowned  Origen  was  called 
to  fufifer  extremely.  Bonds,  torments,  a  dungeon, 
the  preffure  of  an  iron  chair,  the  diftenfion  of  his 
feet  for  many  days,  the  threats  of  burning,  and 
^i\er  evils  were  inflidled  by  his  enemies,  which  he 

manfully 
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Ifianfuliy  endiired.  Alt  thcfe  thiff|^  ended  at  laft  iif 
the  prefer^ation  of  his  life»  the  judge  foUcitoufljr 
taking  care  that  hfis  tortures  (hould  not  kill  him. 
^'  What  words  he  uttered  On  thefe  occafions,  and 
how  ufeful  to  thofe  whor  need  confolatxon,  man/ 
of  his  epiftles,  fays  Eufebius,  declare  with  no  le» 
truth  than  accuracy/*  Were  they  now  extant, 
more  light,  I  apprehend,  might  be  thrown  on  tht 
internal  chara£cer  of  Ortgen,  in  refped  to  experi- 
mental godlinefs,  than  by  all  his  works  which  re- 
main. Thefe  (hew  the  fchohr,  the  philofopher,  ahd 
the  critic.  Thofe  would  h^ve  fliewn  the  chrifbian. 
This  great  man  died  in  his  feventieth  year,  about 
the  fame  time  as  the  emperOr  Deciu^s.  An  eftimate 
of  his  charafter  I  fhall  find  occafion  to  infert  by 
and  by. 

Dionyfiiis  was  art  this  time  bilbop  of  Alexandria' 
a  perfon  of  great  and  dcfcrved  renown  in  the 
church  ;  we  are  obliged  to  Eufebius  for  a  few  of 
his  remains,  fome  of  which  being  hiftorical;  muft 
be  here  inferted.  In  an  epiftle  toGermanus  he 
fpeaks  thus :  "  Sabinus  the  Roman  governor  ftnt 
an  officer  to  feek  me,  during  the  perfecution  of 
Decius,  and  I  remained  four  days  at  home^  ex- 
pe£ting  his  coming :  he  made  the  mod  accurate 
iearch  in  the  roads,  the  rivers,  and  the  fields 
where  he  fufpe£ted  I  might  be  hid.  A  confufion 
leems  to  have  feized  him,  that  he  could  not  find 
my  houfe;  for  he  had  no  idea  that  a  man  in  my 
circumftanccs  (houW  ftay  at  home.  At  Itngth, 
after  four  days,  God  ordered  me  to  remove  J,  and 
having  opened  me  a  way  contrary  to  all  expefla- 
tion,  I  and  my  fervants  and  many  of  the  brethren 
went  together.  •  The  event  fhewed  the  whole  was 
the  work  of  Divine  Providence.-^About  fun-fee 
being  feized  together  with  m^  company  by  the 
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foidiers,  I  was  led  to  Tapofiris.  But  my  friend 
Timochcus,  by  the  providence  of  God,  was  noc 
prefent,  nor  was  he  leizcd.  But,  coming  after- 
wards, he  found  my  houfe  forfaken,  and  minifters 
guarding  it,  and  that  we  were  taken  captive.  How 
wonderful  was  the  difpenfation !  but  it  (hall  be 
related  with  truth.  A  countryman  met  Timotheus 
flying  in  confufion,  and  afked  the  caufe  of  his 
hurry ;  he  told  him  the  truth  :  the  peafant  hearing 
it,  went  away  to  a  nuptial  feaft^  for  in  them  the 
cuftom  was  to  watch  ail  night.  He  informed  the 
guefts  of  what  he  had  heard.  At  once  they  all 
rofe  up,  as  by  a  (ignal,  and  ran  quickly  to  us,  and 
ihouted:  our  foldiers,  (truck  with  a  panic,  Rcdy 
and  the  invaders  found  us  as  we  were  oa 
naked  beds.  I  iirft  thought  they  mud  have  beea 
a  company  of  robbers,  and  remaining  on  my 
bed  in  my  linen  garment,  reached  to  them  the  rcit 
of  my  apparel,  which  was  juft  by.  They  or- 
dered me  to  rite  and  go  out  quickly.  At  lengthy 
underftanding  their  real  defigns,  I  cried  out,  in- 
treating  them  earneftly  to  depart,  and  let  us  alone. 
But  if  they  really  meant  any  kindnefs  to  us,  I 
begged  them  to  prevent  my  perfecutors  and  take 
off  my  head.  They  compelled  me  to  rife  by  plain 
violence,  and  I  threw  myfelf  on  the  ground.  They, 
feizing  my  hands  and  feet,  pulled  me  out  by  forces 
I  was  fct  on  an  afs,  and  conducted  trom  the  place.'* 
In  fo  remarkable  a  manner  was  this  ufeful  life 
prcfcrved  to  the  church.  We  fhall  fee  it  was  not 
in  vain. 

In  an  epiftle  to  Fabius  biftiop  of  Antioch,  he 
gives  this  account  of  the  perfccution  at  Alexandria, 
which  had  preceded  the  Decian  perfccution  a  whole 
year,  and  which  muft  have  happened  therefore  un* 
der  Philip,  the  moft  open  friend  of  chriftians.  "  A 
certain  augur  and  poet  took  pains  to  ftir  up  the 
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malice  of  the  Gentiles  againft  us,  and  to  inflame 
them  with  zeal  for  the  fupport  of  their  fuperfti- 
tions.  Stimulated  by  him,  and  giving  free  courfi^ 
to  their  licentioufnefs,  they  deemed  the  murder  of 
chriftians  to  be  the  only  piety  and  worfiiip  of 
daemons.  They  firft  ferzed  one  Metras,  an  old 
man,  and  ordered  him  to  blafpheme  ;  he  refufing^ 
they  beat  him  with  clubs,  and  pricked  brs  face 
and  eyes  with  (harp  reeds ;  and^  dragging  him  to 
the  fuburbs,  they  there  ftoned  him.  Then  hurry- 
ing one  Quinta,  a  faithful  woman,  to  the  idol  tern* 
pie,  they  infifted  on  her  worlhipping.  To  which 
ihe  ihewing  the  (Irongefl:  marks  of  abomination^ 
faftening  her  by  the  feet,  they  dragged  her  oyer 
the  rough  pavement  through  all  the  city,  having 
£rft  dalhed  her  againft  mill-ftones^  and  whipping 
her,  led  her  to  the  fame  place  and  difpatched  her. 
Then,  with  one  accord,  they  all  rulhed  on  the,  ' 
houfes  of  the  godly ;  and  every  one  ran  ta 
his  neighbour's,  fpoiled,  and  plundered  them, 
purloining  the  moft  valuable  of  their  goods, 
and  throwing  away  thofe  things  which  were 
Tile  and  refufe,  and  burning  them  in  the  roads^ 
and  thus  exhibiting  the  appearance  of  a  captive 
and  fpoiled  city.  The  brethren  fled  and  with- 
drew themfelves,  and  received  with  joy  the  fpoil- 
ing  of  their  goods,  as  thofe  did  to  whom  Paul 
beareth  witnefs,  and  I  do  not  know,  that  any  ex- 
cept one  falling-  into  their  hands,,  hitherto  denied 
the  Lord ;  but  having  feized  the  admirable  aged 
virgin  ApoUonia,  beating  hcrcheeksiheydalbedout 
all  her  teeth,  and  having  kindled  a  fire  before  the 
city,  they  threatened  to  burn  her  alive,  unlefs  (hc^ 
would  confent  to  blafpheme.  But  fhe  begged  a 
little  intermiflion,  quickly,  leaped  into  the  fire, 
and  was  confumed.  Having  feized  Serapion  in  his 
houfc,  and  tortured  him,  and  broken  all  his  limbs, 

they 
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they  thrc)^  him  head-long  from  an  upper  rooitt; 
No  road,  public  or  private,  was  paffable  to  us, 
by  night  or  by  day ;  all  of  them  crying  out  al- 
ways and  every  where,  that  if  they  would  not 
fpeak  blafphemy,  they  (hould  be  thrown  into  the 
flames^  and  thefe  evils  continued  a  long  time.  A 
jfedition  then  fucceeded,  and  a  civil  war,  which 
averted  their  fury  from  us,  and  turned  it  againft: 
one  another,  and  we  breached  again  a  little  during^ 
the  mitigation  of  their  rage.  Immediately  the 
change  of  government  was  announced.  Perfe- 
curing  Decius  fucceeded  Philip  our  proteftor,  and 
m  were  threatened  with  deftrudtion-,  and  the  edift 
^ainft  us  appeared,  that  foretold  by  our  Lord  fa 
dreadful  as  to  feduce,  if  it  were  pofTible,  even  the 
clcd*.  All  were  aftonilhed,  many  chriftians  of  qua- 
lity ihewed  themfd  ves  immediately  thro* fear;  others, 
who  held  public  offices,  were  conlirained  by  their 
office  to  exhibit  themfelves;  and  others  were  drawa 
along  by  their  Gentile  relations ;  and  being  cited 
by  name,  they  approached  to  the  unholy  altars  ; 
fome  pale  and  trembling,  not  as  if  they  were  go- 
ing to  facrifice,  but  themfelves  to  be  the  viftims ; 
ib  that  they  were  derided  by  the  multitude  who  ftood 
around,  and  it  was  vifible  to  all  that  they  were  very 
much  frighted  both  at  death  and  at  the  crime  of 
facrificing;  but  fome  ran  more  readily  to  the  altar, 
affirming  boldly,  that  tTiey  never  had  been  chri- 
ftians. Of  fuch  our  Lord  affirmed  moft  truly, 
that  they  (hould  be  faved  with  great  difficulty  J. 
Of  the  reft  fome  followed  one  or  other  of  thefe, 
others  fled,  others  were  feized,  and  of  thefe  fome 
jierfifting  to  bonds  and  imprifonmenr,  fome  of 
them  having  been  confined  many  days,  at  laft,  be- 
fore they  were  led  to  the  tribunal,  abjuring  the 
D  d  2  ^  faith, 

^  It  !fl  evident  that  this  applicatioD  of  our  Lord^s  words  is  a  miftake. 
i  I  [uppofe  be  means  becaufe  they  were  rich. 
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faith,  others  of  them  enduring  torments  for  s 
time,  at  length  yielded.     But  the  firm  and  ftable 
pillars  of  the  Lord,  being  ftreiigthened  by  him,, 
and  having  received  vigour  and  courage  analagous 
and  correlpondent  to  the  ftrong  faith  which  was 
in  them,:  became  admirable  martyrs  of  his  king- 
dom.    The  firft  of  thefe  was  Julian,  a  gouty  per- 
fon  who  could  neither  ftand  nor  walk ;  he  was 
brought  forth  with  two  others  who  carried  him^ 
one  of  whom  immediately  denied  Chritt.      The 
other,   called  Cronion  the  Benevolent,    and  old 
Julian  bimfelf,  having  confefTed  the  Lord,  were 
led  through  the  whole  city,  very  large  as  ye  know 
it  is,  fitting  on  camels,  and  fcourged,  and  were  at 
laft  burnt  in  a  very  hot  fire  in  the  view  of  fur- 
rounding  multitudes.    A  foldier,  one  Befas,  (land- 
ing by  them,  and  defending  them  againfl:  infults, 
hicenfed.the   mob   againft   himfclf,   and 'having 
played  the  man  in  the  fervice  of  his  God,  had  his 
head  ftruck  off.     An  African  by  birth,  called 
Macar*,  and  truly  meriting  the  appellation,  hav- 
ing  refitted  much  importunity^  was  burnt  alive. 
Atrer  thefe  Epimachus  and  Alexander,    having 
long   futtained   imprifonment    and   undergone  a 
thoufand  tortures,  were  burnt  to  death,  and  with 
thefe  four  women.     Ammoriari9n,  an  holy  virgin, 
being  grievoufly  tormented  by  the  judge  for  hav- 
ing declared  before-hand  that  fhe  would  not  re- 
peat the  blafphemy  which  he  ordered,  and  per- 
lifting  faithful,  was  led  away  to  execution.     The 
reft,  the  venerable  ancient  Mercuria,  and  Dionyfia, 
mother  of  many  children,   but  not  loving  them 
above  the  Lord,   and  another  Ammonarion,  the 
prcfident  being  afiiamed  to  torment  them  in  vain, 
and  to  be  baffled  by  women,   were  flain  with  the 
fword,  without  beingexpofed  firft  to  any  torments; 

for 

•  Happy  or  bicfled. 
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for  their  leader  Ammonarion  had  undergone  torture 
for  them  all.  Heron,  Ater,  and  I  (idore,  Egyptians, 
and  with  them  a  boy,  Diofcorus  of  fifteen,  were 
brought  before  the  tribunal :  the  boy  refifted  both 
the  blandilhments  and  tortures  which  were  ap- 
plied to  him  :  the  reft,  after  cruel  torments,  were 
burnt.  The  boy  having  anfwcred  in  the  wifcft 
manner  to  all  queftiqns,  and  excited  the  admira* 
xion  of  the  judge,  was  difmiffcd  by  him  from  mo-; 
tivcs  of  compafTion,  with  an  intimation  of  hope 
that  he  might  afterwards  repent.  And  now  the 
excellent  Diofcorus  is  with  us,  referved  to  a  grea- 
ter and  longer  conflift.  Nemefian  was  firft  ac- 
xrufed  as  a  partner  of  robbers ;  but  having  cleared 
himfelf  before  the  Centurion  of  this  accufation, 
and  being  informed  againft  a^  a  chriftian,  he  came 
bound  before  the  prefident,  who  moft  unjuftljr 
fcourging  him  with  twice  the  feverity  ufed  againft 
malcfaftors,  burnt  him  among  robbers.  Thus 
yas  he  honoured  to  refemble  Chrift  in  fuffering. 

And  now  fome  of  the  military  guard,  Ammon, 
Zeno,  Ptolemy,  and  Ingenuus,  and  with  them  old 
Theophilus,  Itood  before  the  tribunal,  and  a  cer- 
tain perfon  being  interrogated  as  a  chriftian,  and 
iccming  inclined  to  deny,  they  made fuch  lively  figns 
of  avcrfion  as  toftrike  the  beholders;  but  before  they 
could  be  feized,  they  ran  to  the  tribunal,  owning 
themfelves  chrillians,  fo  that  the  governor  and  his 
afleirors  were  aftonifhcd.  Thefe  evidently  had  the 
afcendant  over  the  judges,  and  went  to  execution 
with  all  the  marks  of  exultation,  God  triumphing 
glorioufly  in  them. 

Many  others  through  the  towns  and  villages 
were  torn  to  pieces  by  the  Gentiles.  One  Ifcyrion 
was  an  agent  to  a  certain  magiftrate,  whp  being 
ordered  to  facrifice,  refufcd;  and,  after  repeated 
indignities,  was  J;illed  by  a  great  ftake  driven 
P  4  3  througb 
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through  his  bowds.  But  why  need  I  mention  the 
multitude  of  thofe  who,  wandering  in  deferts  and 
XDOuntains,  were  deftroyed  by  famine,  and  thirft, 
and  cold,  and  difeafcs,  and  robbers,  and  wild 
bcafts?  of  whom  thofe  who  furvived  arc  witnefles 
of  their  elcftion  and  vi&ory.  Suffice  it  to  relate 
one  fa£k :  There  was  one  Chsremon,  a  very  aged 
perfon,  bifliop  of  the  ciry  of  Nil  us.  He,  flying 
into  an  Arabian  mountain  with  his  wife,  returned 
not;  nor  could  the  brethren,  after  much  fcarching, 
difcover  them  alive  or  dead,  and  many  about  the 
fame  Arabian  mountain  were  led  captive  by  the 
Barbarian  Saracens,  fome  of  which  were  afterwards 
redeemed  for  money  with  difficulty,  others  could 
never  regain  their  liberty."  Dionyfius  adds  fome* 
thing  of  the  charity  of  the  martyrs  towards  the 
lapfcd,  contrail ing  it  with  the  inexorable  fe verity 
of  Novatian/ 

Two  things  are  evident  from  this  narrativt| 
'ift,  that  the  perfecution  found  the  eaftern  chri- 
^  fiians  as  poorly  provided  againft  the  ftorm  as  the 
weftern.  The  long  peace  and  profperity  had  cor- 
rupted  both,  and  men  in  the  former  part  of  this 
century  had  forgotten  that  ^  chriftian  life  was  that 
of  a  ftranger.  The  Decian  perfecution  under  God 
was  ac  once  a  fcourge  and  an  antidote,  2d,  Yet  a 
competent  number  there  ftill  were  of  thofe  who 
fliould  prove  the  truth  of  chriftianity,  and  the 
power  of  Divine  Grace  accompanying  it.  The 
true  church  is  not  deftroyed,  but  flourilhcs  and 
triumphs  amidft  thefe  evils  inward  and  outward. 

Euiebius  relates  a  ftory  from  Dionyfius's  letters 
to  Fabius,  which  he  fays  was  full  of  wonder: 
♦^^There  was  one  Serapion,  a  faithful  aged  per- 
ibn,  who  had  lived  blamelefs  a  long  time,  but 
in  the  time  of  temptation  feH.  He  had  frequently 
folicitcd  to  jbe  leflored  to  the  church,  but  in  vain, 

(xrcaufe 
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becaufc  he  bad  facrificed.  ,  Being  in  a  difeafe,  he 
continued  fpeechlefs  and  fenfelefs  for  three  days 
fucceffively  ;  but  recovering  a  little  on  the  fourth^ 
he  called  to  his  grandfon,^  And  how  long/*  fays  he, 
««do  you  detain  me  ?  1  befeech  you  haden  and  quick* 
ly  difmifs  me.  Call  one  of  the  prc(by  ters  to  me,** 
and  after  this  he  was  fpeechlefs.  The  boy  ran  for 
the  prefbyter;  it  was  night;  the  prefbyter  was  fick 
and  could  not  come.  But  he  had  given  directions 
to  receive  dying  penitents,  particularly  if  they  had 
iupplicated  for  it,  that  they  might  leave  the  world 
in  good  hope.  He  gave  a  little  of  the  Eucharift 
to  the  boy,  bidding  him  to  dip  it  in  water  and 
put  it  into  the  old  man's  mouth ;  the  child  fol- 
lowed the  diredlions,  and  before  he  entered  Sera- 
pion  again  recruited,  fays,  *^  You  are  come,  fon^ 
do  quickly  what  you  arc  ordered,  and  difmifs  me.** 
The  old  man  had  no  fooner  received  the  morfel, 
than  he  gave  up  the  ghoft.  Was  he  not  evidently 
referved,  until  he  was  abfolved,  and  his  fin  being 
remitted,  he  might  be  acknowledged  by  Chrift  as  a 
faithful  fervant  on  account  of  many  good  works.^*. 
Thus  far  Dionyfms. 

I  remark  here,  ifl^.  It  is  evident  that  the  con- 
ne&ion  between  the  facrament  and  the  grace  con- 
veyed by  it,  being  thus  expreflcd  as  if  it  were  ne- 
ceflary  and  indiifoluble,  both  in  baptifm  and  the 
Lord's  Supper,  gave  occafion  to  the  increafe  of 
much  fupcrftition  in  the  church.  I  believe  that 
both  Dionyfius  and  Serapion  knew  that  the  fign 
was  nothing  without  the  inward  grace.  Yet  per- 
haps they  are  not  to  be  cleared  of  fuperftition  on 
account  of  the  inordinate  ftrefs  which  they  laid  on 
external  things.  The  reader  muft  obfcrve  that 
this  evil  is  growing  up  in  this  century. 

2d,  Along  with  this  fupcrftition  the  power  of 
the  leaders  of  the  church  would  naturally  fwell 

beyond 
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beyond  the  due  bounds.  That  it  did  fo  afterwards 
furprizingly  is  well  known,  but  I  think  the  evil 
has  begun  already  both  in  the  eaft  and  weft. 

3d,  There  was  at  that  time,  among  perfons  of 
real  piety,  a  general  propenflcy  to  extend  difcipline 
too  far;  Serapioq  ought  doubtlefs  to  have  been 
received  into  the  church  before.  The  Lord  fccmed 
willing  to  give  him  a  token  of  his  loving  kindnefs, 
by  fulfilling  his  defircs  before  he  left  the  world  of 
his  being  re-admitted  into  the  church.  But  how 
much  more  decent  and  proper  had  it  been  for  him 
to  have  been  received  while  in  health?  Satan  al- 
ways pu(hes  us  to  extremes.  Church-difcipline 
was  held  then  too  hioh  •,  with  us  it  is  reduced  to 
little  or  nothing.  Without  communion  with  a 
vifible  church  cltablilhcd  in  form,  it  was  fcarce 
thought  poffible  for  a  man  to  be  faved,  however 
imprafticable  it  might  be :  many  would  have 
then  had  no  hope  of  Scrapion's  laivation,  had  the 
power  of  his  djfeale  prevented  the  reception  of 
the  Eucharift.  This  miferable  fuperftition  in- 
creafed,  till  by  the  light  of  the  reformation  it  was 
deftroyed.  In  our  age  the  Lord's  Supper  itfelf 
is  looked  on  as  nothing  by  thogfands  who  call 
themfelves  chriftians ;  and  communion  with  a  fet- 
tled miniftry  and  church  is  efteemed  as  a  thing  of 
no  confequence  by  numbers  \yho  profefs  the  doc- 
trines of  vital  godlipefs. 

Dionyfius  wrote  ftveral  other  treatifes  men- 
tioned  by  Eufebius  ;  among  the  reft  he  wrote  to 
Cornelius,  bifliop  of  Rome,  having  received  his 
letter  againft  Novatian  *,  and  informs  him  that 
he  had  been  invited  by  Helenus  of  Tarfus  in  Ci- 
licia,  and  the  reft  of  the  biflipps  of  his  neighbour- 
hood, by  Firmilian  of  Cappadocia  and  Thcoftiftcs 
of  Paleftine,  to  meet  them  in  a  fynod  at  Antioch, 

where 

f  Eufebius  certainly  calls  him  Novatus  by  midake. 
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mhert  fome  attempts  were  made  to  ftrengthen  the 
Novatian  party.    But  all  thcfc  churches  united  to 
condemn  the  fchifm  ;  and  Dionyfius  wrote  to  the 
Roman  confeffors  both  before  and  after  they  had 
returned  to  the  church.     On  the  whole,  the  eaft 
and  weft  united  in  condemning  the  new  dillcnters, 
whofe  head  having  profeflcd  that  fome  brethren 
had  compelled  him  to  the  feparation,  Dionyfius 
wrote  to  Novatian  himfelf  to  this  cfFcft  •  "  ff  you 
were  led  unwillingly,  as  you  fay,  you  will  prove 
it  by  returning  willingly;  for  a  man  ought  to  fuf- 
fcr  any  thing  rather  than  to  rend  the  church  of 
God.    Even  martyrdom  on  this  account  would  be 
no  lefs  glorious,  even  more  fo  than  any  other. 
For  in  common  martyrdom  a  man  is  a  witnefs  for 
one  foul,  here  for  the  whole  church.     And  now, 
if  you  would  compel  or  perfuadc  the  brethren  to 
unanimity,   your  good  conduft  would  be  more 
laudable  than  your  defc6tion  was  culpable.     The 
latter  will  be  forgotten,  the  former  will  be  cele- 
brated through  the  chriftian  world.     But  if  you 
find  it  imprafticable  to  draw  over  others,  favc  your 
own  foul  at  leaft ;  I  wifli  you,  ftudious  of  peace, 
to  be  ftrong  in  the  Lord."     Such  was  the  zeal  of 
the  chriftian  leaders  at  that  time  for  the  preferva- 
tion  of  unity.     Had  there  been  a  defeftion  from 
chriftian  purity  of  dodtrine  in  the  general  church, 
or  were  the  heads  of  it  vicious  men,  for  the  moft 
part,    in  principle  or  praAice,   one  micht  have 
fufpedted  that  the  Lord  had  forfaken  thefe,  and 
that  his  fpirit  had  refted  chit'fiy  with  the  new  fe- 
pararifts.     But  that  'godlinefs  in   a  confiderablc 
degree  prevailed  ftill  in   the  church  at  large  is 
evident.     Cyprian,  Dionyfius,  Cornelius,  Firmi- 
lian,  were  holy  men.     Martyrs  in  abundance  fuf- 
fercd  for  Chrift's  fake  from  their  flocks.    A  num- 
jjcr  of  church-officers  fufiered  in  a  very  edifying 
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marnien  The  lapied  were  reftored  among  them 
{>y  the  moft  chriftian  methods  of  mildnefs  and 
juft  difcipline,  and  this  with  fuccefs  in  a  variety 
of  cafes.  Dionyfius  concurred  with  Cyprian  in 
bis  views  on  the  fubjeA ;  and  though  the  flame  of 
chriftian  piety  was  confiderably  lowered  fince  the 
days  of  Ignatius^  I  fee  not  a  fhadow  of  proof 
that  there  was  any  juft  reafon  for  diflent  or  any 
iuperior  degree  of'  fpirituality  with  the  Nova- 
tians.  Had  there  been  any  perfons  among  them 
of  half  the  piety  of  Cyprian  for  inftance,  I  think 
it  probable  that  we  muft  have  had  fome  account 
of  them. 

It  is  my  duty  to  trace  the  work  of  the  Divine 
Spirit  wherever  I  can  find  it.  Traces  of  his  Spirit 
with  the  Novatians  in  general  in  thefe  times  I 
cannot  difcern;  and  yet  it  is  improbable  that  they 
ihould  be  a  people  altogether  forfaken  of  God. 
Wherever  the  real  truth,  as  it  is  in  Jefus,  is 
profefled,  there  fome  meafure  of  his  Spirit  moft 
probably  is.  Novatian  himfelf  is  conftantly  re- 
prehended both  by  Cyprian  and  Dionyfius.  Yet 
I  obfcrve  they  call  no  imputations  on  his  moral 
charadtcr.  His  fchifm  alone  is  the  objcft  of  their 
accufacion.  Cornelius  indeed  carries  the  matter 
ftill  farther,  as  we  have  feen ;  but  I  am  not  dif- 
pofed  to  credit  all  he  fays.  He  was  heated  againft 
him,  and  was  in  a  ftate  of  perfonal  competition 
with  him.  Let  us,  before  we  proceed  to  other 
snflances  of  the  Decian  perlecution,  finifhi  the 
whole  of  Novatian's  affairs,  by  coUeding  what  we 
can  on  the  other  fide,  in  order  to  form  a  juft  efti- 
mate  of  his  charafter.  If  after  all  the  evidence 
be  not  fatisfadory,  let  it  be  imputed  to  the  fcanti- 
liefs  of  our  materials. 

Novatian  from  a  ftoic  becoming  a  chriftian, 
ieems  to  have  contra^ed  that   feverity  which 
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formed  the  bafis  of  his  fefb.  He  was  born  k 
Phrygian,  and  came  to  Rome>  where  he  received 
thrift ianity.  Having  negleded  fome  ecclefiaftical 
forms  after  he  had  recovered  from  a  ficknefs,  he 
was  objcfted  to  by  the  ciergy  and  people  when 
applying  for  the  office  of  prefcyter.  The  bifhop, 
probably  Fabian  the  predeceffor  of  Cornelius,  de- 
iired  that  the  rules  might  be  difpenfcd  with  in  his 
cafe,  and  it  was  granted;  a  teftimony  furely  rather 
in  favour  of  his  abilities  and  condqS:  than  other- 
wife,  though  coming  from  the  mouth  of  Cornelius 
his  rival*.  That  be  excelled  in  genius,  learning, 
and  eloquence,  is  certain.  I  hence  infer,  that  he 
m.uft  have  been  a  man  of  good  character.  The 
evils  of  his  fchifm  were  great,  but  no  blot  ieems 
affixed  to  his  condu£t,  nor  any  juft  fufpicion 
to  lie  on  the  purity  of  his  intentions.  One  of  the 
letters  of  the  Roman  clergy  to  Cyprian  is  ftill  ex- 
tant in  his  collection :):,  in  which  he  at  that  time 
coincided  with  the  African  prelate,  and  it  is  wor- 
thy of  a  Roman  prefbyter  and  a  zealous  chriftian. 
Eufebius,  in  his  Chronicon,  ranks  him  among  the 
ConfefTors,  and  it  is  certain,  that  while  he  con- 
tinued prcrfbyter  his  fame  was  not  only  without  a 
blot,  but  very  fair  in  the  church. 

Perhaps  it  had  been  happy  for  him  had  he  ne- 
ver confentcd  to  become  a  bilhop.  Cornelius  be- 
ing preferred  before  him  in  the  eleftion,  was,  pro- 
bably enough,  the  grind  caufe  of  his  fchifm  -,  and, 
from  a  temperate  degree  of  feverity,  he  became 
intolerably  inexorable  in  his  ideas  of  difcipline.  Ic 
is  not  for  man  to  fay  how  far  temper,  ftoicifm^ 
prejudice,  and  principle  might  all  unite  in  this 
bufinefs.  We  muft  now  behold  him  bifliop  of 
the  Novatians,  and  fpreading  the  fchifm  fo  far 
as  he  can  through  the  chriftian  world.     The  re- 
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ycatcd  condemnation  of  it  in  fynods  hindered  not 
Jts  growtli,  and  as  purity  of  conduct,  wUh  in- 
flexible feverity  of  manners,  were  their  favourite 
obje£t,  it  is  not  to  be  apprehended  that  Nova- 
tian  could  have  fupported  Jiimfelf  in  the  opinioa 
of  his  followers  without  fome  exemplarincfs  of 
conduct.  The  chrifti^n  faith  he  is  allowed  to  have 
preferved  in  foundneis.  In  truths  there  is  extant  a 
jtreatife  of  his  on  the  Trinity,  one  of  the  nfK)ft  regular 
'  and  moft  accurate  that  is  to  be  found  among  the  an* 
.tients.  It  is  a(loni(hing  that  any  (hould  afcribe  the 
Ideas  of  the  Trinity  mainly  to  the  Niccne  Fathers. 
Vift  ha.ve  repeatedly  fecn  proofs  of  the  dodrine  from 
jthe  Apoftles'  days,  being  hel4  diftindlly  in  all  its 
parts.  This  tr^atife  of  Novatian  may  be  added  to 
the  lift.  1 4on*t  know  how  to  abridge  it  better  than 
to  refer  .the  reader  to  the  Athanafian  creed.  The 
Trinity  in  Unity,  and  the  Godhead  and  Manhood 
of  Chrift  in  one  perfon,  are  not  more  plainly  to  be 
found  in  that  creed  than  in  this  contemporary  of 
Cyprian. 

I  wifh  a  more -experimental  view,  a  more  prac- 
tical yfe  of  chriftian  doftrines,  were  to  be  feen  in 
it.  But  churchmen  or  diffenters,  all  chriftians 
fcem  to  have  relaxed  in  this  refpefit.  The  favour 
and  fimplicity  of  the  life  of  faith  in  Jefus  was  not 
now  fo  well  known :  yet,  particularly  under  the 
article  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  he  fpeaks  very  diftinftly 
of  him  as  the  author  of  regeneration,  the  pledge 
of  the  promifed  inheritance,  and,  as  it  were,  the 
hand- writing  of  eternal  falvation,  who  makes  us 
the  temple  of  God  and  his  houfe,  who  intercedes 
for  us  with  groanings  which  cannot  be  uttered, 
afting  as  our  advocate  and  defender,  dwelling  in 
our  bodies,  and  fandlifying  them  for  immortality. 
He  it  is  wlio  fights  againft  the  flefli,  hence  the  fleih 
fights  againft  the  fpirit^  and  he  goes  on  in  the 
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bed  manner  to  fpcak  of  his  holy  and  blefled  dpenr-> 
lions  in  the  faithful  *. 

He  wrote  alfo  a  fenfible  little  tra6t  againft  the 
bondage  of  JewiQi  meats,  and  maintains  chriftian 
liberty,  according  to  the  views  of  St.  Paul,  witlt 
jufl:  directions  for  the  maintenance  of  temperance 
and  decorum.  / 

.  The  letter  to  Cyprian  before  mentioned  dofea^ 
his  works.  He  lived  to  the  time  of  Valerian,  un- 
der whom  Cyprian  fufFered.  In  that  perfecution 
alfo  fell  Novatian  by  martyrdom,  as  appears  from 
the  authentic  teftimony  of  Socrates  J.  His  rival? 
Cornelius  had  fufFered  a  little  before  them,  dying 
in  exile  for  the  faith,  and  it  is  no  unpleafant  con- 
templation to  conceive  thefe  three  men  meeting  in 
a  better  world  cloathed  wi!;h  the  garments  of  Je- 
fus,  and  in  him  knowing  their  mutual  relation 
which  prejudice  hindered  in  this  life.  '  I  can  by^ 
no  means  juftify  either  the  feparation  of  Nova- 
tian, or  the  feverity  with  which  thefe  two  good 
bilhops  perfonally  condemned  him.  We  feem, 
however,  to  have  found  fufficient  evidence  of  the 
chriftian  charader  of  the  fcparatift.  His  death, 
added  to  the  general  tenor  of  his  life,  (hews  to 
whom  he  belonged. 

The  reader  will  pardon  this  digreflion,  if  it  be 
a  digreflion,  to  fhew  that  the  Spirit  of  God  was 
not  limited  to  one  denomination,  and  to  pave  the 
way  for  that  liberal  and  candid  conftruftion  of 
charatlers,  which  it  will  behove  us  to  cultivate  in 
the  future  fcenes  of  this  hiftory,  while  we  trace 
the  kingdom  of  God  through  a  multiplicity  of 
names  and  divifions  of  men  -f. 

To  proceed  with  the  Dccian  perfecution.  It 
fcems  to  have. been  the  whole  employment  of  ma- 

gillrates 
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giftratc3  to  profccute.  Swords,  wild  bcafts,  pits^ 
red-hot  chairs,  wheels  to  ftrctch  the  bodies,  and 
talons  of  iron  to  tear  them;  thefe  were  the  inftru- 
menjcs  of  this  pcrfccution.  Malice  and  covetouf- 
nefs  were  deeply  and  ftrongly  fct  on  work  during 
this  whole  fliort,  but  horrible  rclgn  in  informing 
againfl:  chriftians.  And  the  genius  of  men  was 
never  known  to  have  had  more  of  employment  in 
aiding  the  favagenefs  of  the  heart.  Life  was  pro- 
longed in  torture,  that  impatience  in  fuffering 
might  cffed  at  length  what  furprize  and  terror 
could  not« 

See  two  examples  of  Satanic  artifice.  A  martyr 
having  endured  the  rack  and  burning  plates,  the 
judge  ordered  him  to  be  rubbed  all  over  with 
honey,  and  then  expofed  him  in  the  fun,  which 
was  very  hot,  lying  on  his  back  with  his  hands 
tied  behirid  him,  that  he  might  be  ftung  by  the 
flies.  Another  perfon,  young  and  in  the  flower 
of  his  age,  was,  by  the  order  of  the  fame  judge, 
carried  into  a  pleafant  garden  among  flowers,  near 
a  pleafing  rivulet  furrounded  with  trees;  here 
they  laid  him  on  a  feather  bed,  bound  him  with 
iilken  cords,  and  left  him  alone.  Then  they 
brought  thither  a  lewd  woman  very  handfome,  who 
'iegan  to  embrace  him  and  to  court  him  with  all 
imaginable  impudence.  The  martyr  bit  oflF  his 
tongue,  not  knowing  how  to  refift  the  aflfaults  of 
fenfuality  any  longer,  and  fpit  it  in  her  face. 
Shocking  as  thefe  things  were,  chriftianity  ap- 
peared  what  it  is,  true  holinefs ;  while  its  perfe^ 
cutors  fliewed  that  they  were  at  enmity  with  all 
goodnefs  *. 

Alexander,  bifhop  of  Comana,  fuflfered  martyr- 
dom by  fire.  At  Smyrna  Eudcmon  the  bifhop 
apoftatized,  and  fcveral  unhappily  followed  his 
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example.  But  the  glory  of  this  church,  once  fo 
celebrated  by  the  voice  of  infallibility  *,  was  not 
totally  loft.  The  example  of  Pionius,  one  of  the 
prclbyters,  was  falutary  to  all  the  churches.  The 
ads  of  his  martyrdom  are  ftill  extant,  and  the  fub^ 
fiance,  at  leaft,  of  the  account  is  confirmed  by 
Eufebius,  who  refers  us  to  his  narrative  not  nov 
extant.  Nor,  in  general,  is  there  any  thing  in  the 
ftory  improbable  or  unworthy  of  the  chriftian 
fpirit;}:.  In  expedtation  af  being  feized,  he  put  a 
chain  about  his  neck,  and  caufed  Sabina  and 
Afclepiades  to  do  the  fame,  to  fhcw  their  readinefe 
to  fuffcr.  Polemon,  keeper  of  the  idol-temple^ 
came  to  them  with  the  magiftratcs  :  *^  Don't  you 
know,"  fays  he,  "  that  the  emperor  has  ordered 
you  to  facrifice  ?'*  '*  We  are  not  ignorant  of  ihc 
commandments,'*  fays  Pionius,  ^"^  but  they  are 
thofe  which  command  us  to  worfhip  God.**  "  Come 
ta  the  market-place,**  fays  Polemon,  **  and  fee  the 
truth  of  what  I  have  faid.**  "  We  obey  the  trut 
God,**  faid  Sabina  and  Afclepiades. 

When  the  martyrs  were  in  the  midft  of  the  mul- 
titude  in  the  market-place,  **  You  had  better,** 
fays  Polemon,  *'  fubmit,  to  avoid  the  torture.** 
Pionius  began  to  fpeak :  "  Citizens  of  Smyrna, 
who  pleafe  yourfelves  with  the  beauty  of  your 
walls  and  city,  and  value  yourfelves  on  account 
of  your  Poet  Homer,  and  ye  Jews,  if  there  be 
any  among  you,  hear  me  fpeak  a  few  words  :  We 
Brid  that  Smyrna  has  been  efteemed  the  fineft  city 
in  the  world,  and  was  reckoned  the  chief  of  thofe 
who  contended  for  the  honour  of  Homer*s  birth. 
I  am  informed  that  you  deride  thofe  who  come  of 
their  own  accord  to  facrifice,  or  who  do  not  refufe 
when  urged  to  it.  But  furely  your  teacher  Homer 
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(hould  be  attended  to,-  who  fays,  that  we  ought  tioi 
to  rejoice  at  the  death  of  any  man*.  And  ye 
Jews  ought  to  obey  Mofes;  who  tells  you,  *'  Thou 
(halt  not  fee  thy  brother's  afs  or  his  ox  fall  down 
by  the  way,  and  hide  thyfelf  from  him  ;  thou 
flialt  furely  help  him  to  lift  thefti  up  again  J.** 
And  Solomon  fays,  *'  Rejoice  not  when  thine 
Cjnemy  falleth."  For  my  part  I  had  rather  die 
and  undergo  any  fufFerings  than  contradifl:  my 
principlesf .  Whence  then  proceed  the  laughter 
and  feoffs  of  the  Jews,  pointed  not  only  againft 
thole  who  have  facrificed,  but  againft  us  ?  They 
infult  us  with  a  malicious  pleafure  to  fee  our  long 
peace  interrupted.  Though  we  were  their  enemies, 
llill  we  are  men.  But  what  harm  have  we  done 
them  ?  What  have  we  made  them  fuffer  ?  Whom 
have  we  fpokcn  againft  ?  Whom  have  we  perfe- 
cuted  ?  Whom  have  we  compelled  to  worfliip 
idols  ?  Do  they  think  themfclves  Icfs  culpable  than 
thofe  who  fuffer  death  from  perfecution  ?"  He 
thca  addrtffed  the  Jews  on  the  grounds  of  their 
own  fcriptures,  and  folemnly  placed  before  the 
Pagans  the  day  of  judgment. 

The:  fermon  bore  Tome  relcmblance  to  Stephen*^ 
in  like  circumftances,  tending  to  beget  convidtion 
of  fin,  and  leading  men  to  feel  their  need  of  the 
Divine  Saviour,  according  to  the  iufteft  views  and 
in  the  foundeft  tafte  of  the  gofpel.  He  fpake 
long,  and  was  very  attentively  heard,  and  there  is 
reaibn  to  hope  it  was  not  m  vain.  The  people 
who  furrounded  him  faid  with  Polemon,  "Believe 
us,  Pionius,  your  probity  and  wifdom  make  us 
deem  you  worthy  to  live,  and  life  is  pleafant/* 

Thus 
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Thu3  powerfully  did  confcience  and  humazliry  ope- 
rate in  their  hearts.  "  I  own/*  fays  the  martyr^ 
^'  life  is  pleafant,  but  I  meao  that  which  I  afpire  af- 
ter. We  will  not,  through  a  contemptuous  fpirir^ 
forfake  thefe  gifts;  but  that  which  we  prefer  to  them 
is  infinitely  better.  But  I  thank  you  for  your  cx^ 
preffion  of  kindnefs.  I  cannot,  however^  but  fuf« 
peft  fome  ftratagem  in  it.*' 

The  people  continued  intreating  them,  and  he 
ftill  difcourfed  to  them  of  an  hereafter.— The 
well-known  fincerity  and  unqueftionable  virtues 
of  the  man  feem  to  have  filled  the  Smyrneans  with 
veneration,  and  his  enemies  began  to  fear  an  up- 
roar in  his  favour.  ^*  It  is  impoffible  to  perfuade 
you  then,'*  faid  Polemon.  "  I  would  to  God  I 
could,*'  lays  Pionius,  '^  perfuade  you  to  be  a 
chriftian.** 

Sabina  had  changed  her  name  by. the  advice  of 
Pionius,  who  was  her  brother,  for  fear  of  falling 
into  the  hands  of  her  pagan  miftrefs,  who,  to 
compel  her  to  renounce  chriftianity,  had  formerly 
put  her  in  irons,  and  banifhed  her  to  the  moun* 
jains,  where  the  brethren  fecretly.nourilhed  hen 
She  called  herfelf  Theodota  fince  this  happened* 
•'  What  God  doft  thou  adore  ?'*  fays  Polemon. 
"  God  Almighty,**  fhe  anfwers,  "  who  made  all 
things,  of  which  we  are  affured  by  his  Word  Jefus 
Chrift.**  "  And  what  doft  thou  adore?**  fpcak- 
ing  to  Afclepiades.  •'  Jefus  Chrift,**  fays  he. 
•*  What,  is  there  another  God  ?**  fays  Polemon. 
**  No,'*  fays  he,  **  this  is  the  fame  whom  we  come 
here  to  confcfs.**  He  who  worfhips  the  Trinity  in 
Unity  will  find  no  difficulty  to  reconcile  thefe  two 
confeflions.  Let  him  who  does  not  fo  worfhip, 
attempt  it.  One  perfon  pitying  Pionius,  faid, 
"  Why  do  you  that  are  fo  learned  fo  refolutely 
feck  death  ?** 

E  e  Being 
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Being  put  into  prifon,  they  found  thcte  a 
pFCfbyter  named  Lemnus,  and  a  woman  named 
Macedonia,  and  another  called  Eutychiana,  a 
Montanift. 

The  prifoners  were  placed  all  together,  and  em- 
ployed themfelves  in  praifing  God,  and  ihewed 
every  mark. of  patience  and  cheerfulnels.  Many 
pagans  vidted  Pionius,  and  attempted  to  perfuadc 
him ;  his  anfwers  ftruck  them  with  admiration. 
Some,  who  by  compulfion  had  facrificed,  vifited 
them  and  entreated  them  with  tears.  ^^  I  now  fuf- 
fer  afrefti,**  fays  Pionius  •,  "  methinks  I  am  torn 
in  pieces  when  I  fee  the  pearls  of  the  church  trod 
under-foot  by  fwine,  and  the  ftars  of  heaven  caft 
to  the  earth  by  the  tail  of  the  dragon*^.  But  our 
fins  have  been  the  caufe.*^ 

The  Jews,  whofe  charadter  of  bigotry  had  not  been 
lefiened  by  all  their  miferies,  and  whofe  hatred  to 
Chrifl  continued  from  age  to  age  with  aftonilhing 
uniformity,  invited  fome  of  the  lapfed  chriftians 
to  their  fynagoguc.  The  generous  fpirit  of 
Pionius  was  moved  to  exprefs  itfelf  vehemently 
againft  the  Jews.  Among  other  things  he  faid, 
*'  I'hey  pretend  that  Jcfus  Chrift  died  like  other 
men  by  conftraint.  Was  that  Man  a  common 
felon,  whofe  Difciples  have  caft  out  devils  for  fo 
many  years  ?  Could  that  Man  be  forced  to  die, 
for  whofe  fake  his  Difciples,  and  fo  many  others, 
have  voluntarily  fuffered  the  fevereft  punilhment?" 
Having  fpoken  a  long  time  to  them,  he  defired  ' 
them  to  depart  out  of  the  prifon. 

Though  the  miraculous  difpenfations  attendant 
on  chriitianity  form  no  pare  of  the  plan  of  this 
biftory,  I  cannot  but  obferve  on  this  occafion, 
how  ftrongly  their  continuance  in  the  third  cen- 
tury is  here  attefted.    Pionius  affirms,  that  devils 

were 
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were  ejede^  by  chriftians  in  the  name  of  Chrift^ 
in  the  face  of  apoftates,  who  would  have  been  glaii 
of  the  (hadow  of  an  argument  to  juftify  their 
perfidy. 

The  captain  of  the  horfe  coming  to  the  prifon, 
ordered  Pionius  to  come  to  the  idoUtemple* 
**  Your  bifliop  Eudemon  hath  already  facrificed," 
lays  he.  The  martyr,  knowing  that  nothing  of 
this  fort  could  be  done  legally  till  the  arrival  of 
the  proconful,  refuied.  The  captain  put  a  cord 
about  his  neck,  and  dragged  him  along  with  Sa- 
bina  and  others.  They  cried,  "  We  are  chri- 
ftians,'' and  fell  to  the  ground,  left  they  fhould 
enter  the  idol-tempie.  rionius,  after  much  re- 
fiftance,  was  forced  in  and  laid  on  the  ground  be- 
fore the  altar  -,  there  ftood  the  unhappy  Eudemon, 
after  having  facrificed. 

•  Lepidus,  a  jiidge,  afks,  "  What  God  do  you 
adore  ?"  Him,"  fays  Pionius,  *'  that  made  heaven 
and  earth.**  "  You  mean  him  that  was  crucified?** 
**  1  mean  him  whom  God  the  Father  fent  for  the 
falvation  of  men.**  *'  We  muft,'*  faid  the  judges 
one  to  another,  "  compel  them  to  fay  what  wc 
defire.**  "  Blufli,'*  anfwered  Pionius,  "  ye  adorers 
of  falfe  gods ;  have  fome  refpe^t  to  juftice,  and 
obey  the  laws ;  they  enjoin  you  not  to  do  violence 
to  us,  but  to  put  us  to  death.** 

One  Ruffinus  faid,  "  Forbear,  Pionius,  your 
thirft  after  vain-glory.**  *'  Is  this  your  eloquence?** 
anfwered  the  martyr:  "  Is  this  what  you  have 
read  in  your  books  ?  Was  not  Socrates  thus  treated 
by  the  Athenians  ?  According  to  your  advice  he 
fought  after  vain-glory,  becaule  he  applied  himfelf 
to  wifdom  and  virtue.**  A  cafe  thus  appofite, 
and  which  doubtlefs  bore  fome  refemblance,  as  the 
philofopher's  zeal  for  moral  virtue  expofed  him  to 
perfecution,  ftruck  Ruffinus  dumb.  , 
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A  certain  pcrfon  placed  a  crown  on  Pionios's 
bead,  which  ne  tx>re,  and  the  pieces  lay  before  the 
iltar.  The  pagans^  finding  their  perfuafions  vain, 
remanded  them  to  prifon. 

A  few  days  after  the  proconftrl  Quintilian  re- 
turned to  Smyrna  and  examined  Pionius.  He 
trJed  both  tortures^  and  perfuafions  in  v^ain^  and  at 
length,  enraged  at  his  ofoftinacy,  ientenced  him  to 
be  burnt  alive.  He  went  cheerfully  to  the  place  of 
execution,  and  thanked  God  who  had  preferved  his 
body  pure  from  idolatry.  Then  he  ftretched  him- 
ielf  oat  upon  the  wood,  and  delivered  himfelf  to 
a  foldier  to  be  nailed  to  the  pile.  After  he  wa» 
fattened,  the  executioner  faid  to  him,  "  Change 
your  mind,  and  the  nails  Ifaall  be  taken  away." 
**  I  have  felt  them,"  anfwered  he.  After  remain- 
ing thoughtful  for  a-time,  he  faid,  *•  1  hatten,  O 
Lord,  that  I  may  the  (boner  be  raifcd  up  again.'' 
They  then  lifted  him  up,  fattened  to  the  wood, 
ind ,  afterwards  one  Metrodorus,  a  Marctonite. 
They  were  turned  toward  the  caft,  Pionius  on  the 
right  hand  and  Metrodorus  on  the  left.  They 
heaped  round  them  a  great  quantity  of  wood. 
Pionius  remained  fome  time  motionlefs,  with  his 
eyes  (hut,  abforbed  in  prayer  while  the  fire  was 
confuming  hinl.  Then  at  length  he  opened  his 
eyes,  and  looking  cheerfully  on  the  fire,  faid, 
•*  Amen,**  and  expired  faying,  "  Lord,  receive  my 
foul.**  Of  the  particular  manner  in  which  his 
Companions  fuffercd  death  we  have  no  account; 

I  have  extracted  a  confiderable  part  of  this  nsu*- 
rative,  in  which  we  fee  the  fpirit  of  Divine  charity 
triumphing  over  all  worldly  and  felfiOi  confidera- 
tions.  The  zeal  of  Pionius  deferves  to  be  com- 
memorated while  the  world  endures.  It  feems  to 
have  led  him  to  a  forgetfulnefs  of  himfeif,  and  to 
have  abforbed  him  in  the  viftdication  id  I>ivine 
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Truth  to  the  laft.  One  may  judgd  what  a  faii^b- 
ful  preacher  of  the  gofpel  he  had  bcefv,  who  ktm^ 
intent  on  the  blefled  work  amidft  his  bict-erefl;  fuf-. 
flings.  What  true  religion  isin  its  fioiplicity, 
feems  in  him  exemplified  abundantly. 

If  there  is  any  thing  particular  in  the  treatment 
he  underwent,  it  confifts  in  the  repeated  pains 
taken  to  preferve  him.  Is  it  that  the, man  was 
much  refpe&edf  though  the  chrifti^n  was  abhor-; 
red  ?  Integrity  and  uprightnefs,  when  eminent 
and  fupported  by  wifdom  and  good  fenfe,  fail  not 
to  overawe,  to  captivate,  and  to  foften  mankind. 
The  voice  of  nature  will  fpeak  for  them,  but' 
they  cannot  conquer  the  natural  enmity  of  tho 
heart  againft  God. 

There  are  many  good  reafons  which  may  be  af- 
figned  why  found  learning  ought  to  be  cultivate4 
among  chriftians,  efpecially  by  all  who  mean  to 
be  paftors  of  Chrift's  flock.  This  the  cafe  of 
Pionius  obvioufly  intimates.  A  charaAer  fpt 
knowledge  never  fails  to  enfure  refpe^.  It  is  not 
money,  nor  rank,  nor  power,  nor  quality,  that  will 
command  efteem :  Knowledge  fecures  it  a  thou- 
fand  times  more  with  mankind.  It  is  evident  that 
Pionius  was  a  man  of  learning,  and  that  his  perfe* 
cutors  refpe£led  him  on  that  account,  and  took 
pains  to  preferve  him.  We  may  conceive  how  ufc* 
ful  this  accomplifhment  had  been  in  his  miniftry. 

One  remark  more  on  this  (lory.  A  Montanift 
and  a  Marcionite  are  his  fellow-fuiFerers.  The 
latter  is  confumed  with  him  in  the  flames.  Doubt* 
lefs,  from  all  the  lights  of  antiquity,  both  thefe 
herefies  appear  in  an  odious  light.  But  therf 
might  be  exceptions,  and  who  fo  likely  as  thofe 
who  fuflfered  i  We  muft  not  confine  the  truth  of 
gpdlinefs  to  any  particular  denomination.  Pro- 
vidence, by  mixing  perfons  of  yery  oppofite 
E  c  3  prt^* 
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parties  in  the  fame  fcene  of  perfecution,  demon^' 
{traces  that  the  pure  faith  and'  love  of  Jefus  majr 
operate  in  thoie  who  cannot  own  each  other  as 
brethren:  I  know  not  whether  Pionius  and  Me- 
trodorus  did  fo  on  earth ;  I  hope  they  do  fo  iti 
heaven. 

In  Afia  one  Maximus  a  merchant  was  brought 
before  Optimus  the  proconful,  who  inquired  atter 
his  condition  ?  *'  I  was  born  free,"  fays  he,  "  but 
I  am  the  fervant  of  Jefus  Chrift.**  **  Of  what 
profelfion  arc  you  ?"  *•  A  man  of  the  world,  who 
live  by  my  dealings,"  **  Are  you  a  chriftian  ?•* 
**  Though  a  finner,  yet  I  am  a  chrillian/*  The 
ufual  procefs  was  carried  on  of  perfuafions  and 
tortures.  "  Thefe  are  not  torments  which  we  fuf- 
fer  for  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  ;  they 
are  wholefome  unftions."  Such  the  effeft  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft  (bedding  the  love  of  God  in  Chrift 
abroad  in  the  human  heart !  He  was  ordered  to 
be  ftoned  to  death  *.   . 

All  this  time  the  perfecution  raged  in  Egypt 
with  unremitting  fury.  In  the  lower  Thebais 
there  was  a  young  man  named  Paul,  to  whom,  at 
fifteen  years  of  age,  his  parents  left  a  great  eftate. 
He  was  a  perfon  of  much  learning,  of  a  mild 
temper,  and  full  of  the  love  of  God.  He  had  a 
married  fitter,  with  whom  he  lived.  Her  hufband 
was  baie  enough  to  defign  an  information  againft 
him,  in  order  to  obtain  his  eftate.  Paul,  having 
notice  of  this,  retired  to  the  defert  mountains, 
where  he  waited  till  the  perfecution  ceafed.  Habit, 
at  length,  made  folitude  agreeable  to  him.  He 
found  a  pleafant  retreat,  and  lived  there  fourfcore 
and  ten  years.  He  was  at  the  time  of  his  retire- 
ment twenty-three,  and  lived  to  be  an  hundred 

and 
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and  thirteen  years  old  *•  This  is  the  firft  diftinft 
account  of  an  hermit  in  the  chriftian  church.  No 
doubt  oi^ht  to  be  made  of  the  genuine  piety  of 
PagL  Thofe  who  in  our  days  condemn  all  Monks 
with  indifcriminate  contempt,  fecm  to  forget  what 
times  they  live  in  themfelves,  and  what  times  the 
firft  Monks  lived  in.  Was  not  folitude  better 
than  fuch  focicty  as  that  which  chriftians  were  ex- 
pofed  to  in  the  days  of  Decius  ?  Was  there  a  day^ 
an  hour  in  which  they  had  the  leaft  enjoyment  of 
fociety,  or  fecurity  of  any  of  its  benefits  ?  What 
could  a  chriftian  eye  or  ear  obferye  but  what  muft 
be  exceedingly  diftafteful  to  him?  Paul  loving 
folitude  in  fuch  circumftances  is  no  more  to  be 
wondered  at  than  Elijah  the  prophet.  But  he  car- 
ried it  too  far.  With  the  return  of  peace  the  re-f 
f  urn  of  focial  duties  ibouid  have  taken  placp.  Ye( 
a  hearf  breathing  the  pureft  love  to  God  may  na- 
turally enough  be  led  to  think  the  perfection  qf 
godlinefs  attainable  only  in  folitude.  The  increaf- 
ing  fpirit  of  fuperftition  foon  produced  a  number 
ofrauls.  The  worft  effed  of  it  was,  that  thofe  who 
had  only  external  religion  placed  their  righteouf- 
nefs  in  monaftic  auftcrities ;  and  thus,  from  the  de- 
praved  imitations  of  well-meant  beginnings,  one  of 
the  ftrongeft  fupports  of  falfe  religion  gradually 
ftrengthened  itfelf  in  the  chriftian  world. 

And  here  we  clofe  the  account  of  the  Decian 
perfecution.  Its  author  is  admired  by  Pagan 
writers.  What  has  been  faid  of  Trajan  and  An- 
toninus, moralifts,  but  perfecutors,  is  applicable 
;o  him.  It  cannot  be  denied,  that  for  thirty 
months  the  Prince  of  Darknefs  had  full  oppor- 
tunity to  glut  his  raee.  But  the  Lord  meant  to 
chaften  and  to  puri^  his  church,  not  to  deftroy. 
The  whole  fcene  is  memorable  on  feveral  accounts. 

It 
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It  was  not  a  local  or  intermicting  pcrfecutioh,  but 
univerfal,  and  mul^  have  tranfmitted  great  num- 
bers to  the  regions  where  fin  and  pain  mall  be  no 
more.  The  peace  of  thirty  years  had  corrupted 
the  whole  chriftian  atmdfphere.  The  lightening 
of  the  Decian  rage  refined  and  cleared  it.  No 
doubt  the  cflFefts  were  falutary  to  the  church. 
Without  fuch  a  fcourgc  external  chriftianity  might 
have  ftill  fpread,  and  internal  have  been  no  more. 
The  furvivors  had  an  opportunity  to  learn  what 
the  gofpel  is,  in  the  faithfulnefs  of  the  martyrs ; 
and  men  were  taught  again,  that  he  alone  who 
ftrengthens  chriftians  to  fuffer,  can  make  true 
chriftians.  Yet  the  ftorm  proved  fatal  to  a  num- 
ber of  individuals  who  apoftatized,  and  chriftianity 
was  cleared  of  many  falfe  friends.  Two  other 
'  evils  we  have  alfo  fech.  The  formation  of  fchifms 
and  of  fuperftitious  folitudes  had  their  date  from 
the  Peciail  perfecution. 


CHAP.     XII. 


TH5   HISTORY  OF  THE   CHURCH   DURING   THE  REIGK 
OF    CALLUS. 

THE  fucceflbr  of  Decius  gave  the  church  a 
little  paufe.  In  that  fpace  the  two  little 
treatifes  of  Cyprian  concerning  the  lapfed  and 
concerning  unity,  were  doubtlcfs  of  fomejervice 
in  difpofing  the  minds  of  men  to  preferve  the 
unity  of  the  church,  and  in  recovering  the  lapfed 
to  a  ftate  of  penitence.  In  the  latter  of  thefe 
treatifes  indeed  it  muft  be  confeflcd  he  carries  his 
cenfure  of  the  Novatians  too  far.     The  fin  and 
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the  danger  of  rending  the  body  of  Ghrift  might 
have  been  ftated  in  the  ftrongeft  terms.  To  pro^ 
iKDunce  the  evil  abfolucdv  damnable  was  carrying 
(he  matter  beyond  the  bounds  of  moderation.  Buc 
the  fame  candour  which  Ihould  incline  one  to  ap- 
prehend  Novatian  meant  w<^ll  in  his  too  frigid 
icheme,  pleads  alfo  for  Cyprian's  zeal  in  the  main- 
fenancc  of  unity.  He  feems  to  have  felt  the  evil 
as  moft  deftruftive,  and  knows  not  terms  ftrong 
enough  to  exprefs  his  deteftation  of  it. 

But  Gallus  foon  began  to  difturb  the  peace  of 
the  church,  though  not  with  the  incefianc  fury 
of  his  predeceiTor.  One  Hyppolitus,  a  Roman 
prefbyter,  had  been  fedqced  into  Novatianifm ; 
but  his  mind  had  not  been  perverted  from  the 
faith  and  love  of  Jefus.  He  was  now  called  on 
to  fuffer  martyrdom,  which  he  did  with  courage 
and  fidelity.  Either  curiolity  or  a  dcfire  of  in-i 
ftru&ive  information  induced  fome  to  afk  him  in 
the  laft  fccqc  of  his  fuiFerings,  whether  he  ftiU 
perfifted  in  the  communion  of  Novatian  ?  He  de- 
clared in  the  moft  explicit  terms,  that  he  now  faw 
the  affair  in  a  new  Ifght,  repented  of  his  having 
encouraged  the  fchifm,  and  died  in  the  communion 
of  the  general  church.  One  may  conceive  fuch  a 
teflimony  muft  have  weakened  the  influence  of 
the  fchifm*. 

In  this  perfecution  of  Gallus  it  was  that  Cor- 
nelius confefTcd  the  faith  of  Chrifl:,  and  was  ba- 
nifhed  to  Civita  Vecchia  by  the  emperor,  which 
gave  occafion  to  the  congratulatory  letter  of  Cy- 
prian;  in  one  part  of  it  he  reflefts  on  the  Novatians 
with  his  ufiial  vehemence.  The  reft  breathes  a  fer- 
vent fpirit  of  piety  and  charity,  and  throws  a  ftrong 
light  on  two  fa£ts,  both  that  the  perfecution  of 
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Gallus  was  fevere,  and  that  the  Roman  chriftians 
bore  it  witt^  becoming  and  exemplary  fortitude. 

^'  We  have  known,  deareft  brother,  the  glorious 
teftimonies  of  your  faich  and  virtue,  and  we  have 
Received  the  honour  of  your  cpnfefiion  with  fuch 
exultation,  that,  in  the  praifes  of  your  excel- 
lent condufb,  we  reckon  ourfelves  partners  and 
companions.  For,  as  we  have  hut  one  church, 
united  I^earts  and  indiyifible  concord,  what  pallor 
rejoices  not  in  the  honours  of  his  fcllqw-paftors 
as  his  own  ?  Or  what  brotherhood  docs  not  every 
where  exult  in  the  joy  of  brothers  ?  We  cannot 
exprefs  how  great  was  our  exultation  and  joy 
when  we  heard  of  your  profperous  fortitude  j  that 
yo\i  were  at  Rome  the  leader  of  the  confeffion,  but 
fhat  the  confefllon  of  the  leader  grew  with  the  coi\- 
fejQlon  of  the  brethren,  that  while  you  led  the 
way  (o  glory,  you  incited  many  companions 
of  your  glory,  and  perfuaded  the  people  to  con-, 
fefs,  while  you  were  prepared  to  confefs  for 
them  all  ^  fo  that  we  are  at  a  lofs  which  moft  to 
celebrate,  your  aftive  and  fteady  faith,  or  the  in- 
feparable  charity  of  the  brethren.  The  virtue  of 
the  bilhop  leading  the  way  was  publicly  approved, 
the  union  of  the  brethren  following  him  was  ex- 
hibited. While  one  mind  and  pne  voice  was 
among  you  all,  the  whole  Roman  church  confefTed^ 
Your  faith  which  the  Apoftle  fo  much  celebrated 
Ihone  illuftrioufly.  He  forefaw  in  fjpirit  this  firm- 
nefs  of  yours,  and  while  he  commends  the  fathers 
he  ftirs  up  the  fons  to  imitation.  While  you  are 
thus  unanimous  and  iBrm,  your  example  is  moft 
inftruftive.  Ye  have  taught  largely  the  great  let 
fons  of  fearing  God,  of  firmly  adhering  to  Chrift, 
of  uniting  paftors  and  people  in  one  commoix 
danger,  of  uniting  brethren  with  brethren  in  pef- 
fecution,  that  a  concord  thus  united  is  invincible; 
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that  the  God  of  Peace  gives  to  the  peace-makers 
that  which  is  jointly  aikcd  by  all.  With  terrible 
violence  the  advcrfary  ruflied  to  attack  the  foldiers 
qf  Chrift,  but  was  bravely  rcpulfcd. 

He  hoped  again  to  fupplant  the  fervants  of 
God,  as  rude  novices  and  improvident.  He  hoped 
to  circumvent  one  of  the  faithful.  But  he  found 
the  united  rcGftance  of  all  the  faithful.  He  under- 
ildod  that  the  foldiers  of  Chrift  ftand  fober  and 
armed  lo  the  battle,  that  they  cannot  be  conquered^ 
chat  they  may  die,  and  arc  invincible  on  this  very 
account,  becaufe  they  fear  not  to  die ;  that  they  re- 
fill not  aggrefibrs,  (ince  it  is  not  lawful  for  them, 
though  innocent,  to  kill  the  guilty*,  but  that 
they  readily  give  up  life  and  blood ;  that  while 
wickednefs  and  cruelty  rage  fo  fiercely  in  the 
world,  they  may  the  more  quickly  depart  from 
the  evil.  What  a  glorious  fpedtacle  under  the 
eyes  of  God !  What  a  joy  in  the  fight  of  Chrift 
and  his  church,  that  not  a  fingle  foldier,  but  the 
whole  army  together,  endured  the  warfare !  For  if. 
they  could  have  heard,  all  would  have  come,  fincc 
every  one  came  who  heard.  How  many  lapfed 
arc  reftored  by  a  glorious  confeflionj  They  flood 
firm ;  and  by  the  very  grief  of  their  penitence  were 
made  more  magnanimous ;  their  former  fall  may 
now  appear  to  have  been  the  effect  of  fudden  tre- 
mor: they  now  return  to  themfelves,  collecting 
real  faith  and  ftrength  from  the  fear  pf  God,  and 
pant  for  martyrdom. 

As  much  as  poffible  we  exhort  our  people  not 
to  ceafe  to  be  prepared  for  the  approaching  con- 
teft,  by  watchingj  fafting,  and  prayers.  Let  our 
groans  and  fupplications  be  frequent.  Thefc  are 
our  celeflial  arms ;  thefc  our  fortrefifes  and  wea- 
pons. 

*  A  plain  proof  of  the  paiEveoefi  of  diriftiaos,  ftill  cootioiiod 
from  the  Apoftolic  age,  uoder  the  molt  UAJatt  treatment. 


(     4*+    ) 

pons.  Let  us  remember  one  another,  untnfmdtis 
and  united,  praying  for  one  another,  and  relieving 
our  preiTurcs  and  diftrefles  with  mutual  charity. 
And  whichfoever  of  us  (hall  firft  be  called  hence, 
let  our  love  perfevere  before  the  Lord,  let  not  our 
prayers  ceafe  before  the  mercy  of  our  Father,  for 
the  brethren  and  fitters/' 

So  ardent  was  the  fpirit  of  Cyprian  in  the  ex- 
peftacion  of  martyrdom !  So  little  account  did 
he  make  of  temporal  things  !  and  in  fo  natural 
and  eafy  a  manner  did  he  count  thefe  terrible 
fcenes  as  matter  of  joy  ;  but  he  was  referved  be* 
yond  the  life  of  Gallus  as  well  as  Decius  for  tbt 
ufe  of  the  church.  Of  Cornelius's  death  we  have 
no  particular  account ;  only  we  know  he  died  in 
exile.  The  faithfulnefs  of  his  fufFerings  for  Chrifl: 
evinces  all  along  whofe  fervant  he  was.  In  other 
refpe£ls  I  know  little  or  no  evidence  of  his  cha* 
rafter,  nor  can  I  conceive  highly  of  his  parts  and 
capacity  from  the  little  fpecrmen  which  we  have 
of  his  writings. 

It  is  no  wonder  that  Cyprian,  who  had  feen  and 
known  fuch  dreadful  devaftations  under  Decius, 
finding,  after  a  very  ftiort  interval,  the  perfecution 
renewed  by  Gallus,  fhould  be  tempted  to  imagine 
the  approach  of  Antichrift,  the  end  of  the  world, 
and  the  day  of  judgment  to  be  at  hand.  Sagacious 
and  holy  men  are  never  more  apt  to  be  deceiyed 
than  when  they  attempt  to  look  into  futurity, 
God  hath  made  the  prefent  fo  much  the  exclufive 
objed  of  our  duty,  that  he  will  fcarcc  fufFer  any  c^ 
his  beft  and  wifett  fervants  to  gain  any  credit,  in 
conjeduring  concerning  the  times  and  the  feafons, 
which  he  hath  put  in  his  own  power.  The  per- 
fecution  of  Gallus  proved  however  a  light  one 
compared  with  that  of  Decius.  Under  very  for- 
midable apprehfinfioos  of  it  Cyprian  wrote  an  aAi* 
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mating  letter  to  the  people  of  Thibaris  ♦.  The 
miftaken  idea  I  have  mentioned  may  hare  added 
fpirit  to  the  epiftle  \  but  its  grounds  are  folid,  and 
his  arguments  and  the  fcriptures  which  he  quotes 
defcrve  attention  in  all  ages.  A  few  extrafts  may 
be  fufficient. 

■**  I  had  intended,  moft  dear  brethren,  and 
wifhed,  if  circumitances  had  permitted,  agreeably 
to  the  defires  you  have  frequently  expreffcd,  to. 
have  myfclf  come  among  you,  and  to  the  beft  of 
my  poor  endeavours  to  have  ftrengthened  the  bro- 
therhood  with  exhortations.  But  urgent  affairs 
detain  me  at  Carthage,  I  cannoc  make  excurfions 
into  a  country  fo  diftant  as  yours,  nor  be  long  ab- 
ient  from  my  people.  Let  thefe  letters  then  ^eak 
for  me. 

You  ought  to  be  well  ^ITured,  that  the  day  of 
affliftion  is  at  hand,  and  that  the  end  of  the  world 
and  the  time  of  Antichrifl:  is  near,  that  we  may 
ftll  ftand  prepared  for  the  battle,  and  think  only  of 
the  glory  of  eternal  life  and  the  crown  of  chriftian 
confeffion.  Nor  ought- we  to  think  that  the  inrr- 
minent  perfecution^ill  refemble  the  laft;  a  heavier 
and  more  ferocious  confiid:  hangs  over  us,  for 
which  the  foldiers  of  Chrift  ought  to  prepare 
themfelves  with  found  faith  and  vigorous  forti- 
tude, conlidering  that  they  J  daily  drink  the  cup 
of  the  blood  of  Chrift,  for  this  reafon,  that  they 
may  be  able  themfelves  to  (hed  their  blood  for 
Chrift.  To  follow  what  Chrift  hath  taught  and 
done  is  to  be  willing  to  be  found  with  Chrift.  As 
John  the  Apoftlc  fays,  "  He  that  faith  he  abideth 
in  Chrift,  ought  himfelf  alfo  to  walk  even  as  he 
walked."  Thus  alfo  the  bleffed  Apoftle  Paul  ex- 
horts 

♦  Epif.  s^. 
t  The  dsuly  reception  of  the  Lord's  Tapper  ippears  tQ  hafe  been 
the  praffice  of  the  Africao  chaidi  at  that  tune.. 
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horts  and  teaches,  faying,  "  We  are  the  fons  of 
God,  and  if  fons,  then  heirs  of  God  and  joint  heirs 
with  Chrift,  if  we  fuffer  with  him  that  we  may  be 
alfo  glorified  together.*'  Let  no  man  defirc  any 
thing  now  which  belongs  to  a  perifhing  worlc^ 
but  let  him  follow  Chrilt  who  lives  for  ever,  and 
makes  his  fervants  to  live,  who  are  fettled  in  the 
faith  of  his  name.  For  the  time  is  come,  mod  dear 
brethren,  which  our  Lord  long  ago  foretold,  fay- 
ing, *'  The  hour  is  coming,  when  whofocvcr  kill- 
eth  you  will  think  he  docth  God  fervice.'*  In  his 
ufual  manner  he  quotes  the  Icriptures  which  re- 
late to  perfecutionj  the  force  and  beauty  of  which 
would  then  be  felt  and  admired,  but  which  wc  are 
too  ape  to  fpeculate  upon  at  pur  eafe. 

See  how  juftly  he  arms  their  minds  againft  the 
difcouragement  which  the  circumilances  of  ap- 
proaching perfecution  are  apt  to  induce.  "  Let 
no  one,  when  he  fees  our  people  to  be  fcattefed 
through  fear  of  perfecution,  be  difturbcd;  becaufc 
he  fees  not  the  brethren  collefted,  nor  the  bi(hops 
employed  among  them.  .Thofe  who  muft  not 
kill,  and  who  muft  be  killed,  cannot  be  all  toge- 
ther. Wherever  in  thofe  days  any  one  of  the  bre- 
thren (hall  be  feparated  from  the  flock  by  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  the  time,  in  body,  not  in  fpirit,  let  him 
not  be  moved  at  the  horror  of  the  flight,  nor  while 
he  retreats  and  lies  hid  be  terrified  at  the  folitude 
of  the  delert.  He  is  not  alone  to  whom.Chrift  is 
a  companion  in  flight.  He  is  not  alone  who,  keep- 
ing the  temple  of  God,  wherever  he  is,  is  not  with- 
out God;  and  if  a  robber  opprefs  a  chriftian, 
flying  in  the  defert  and  mountains,  a  wild  beaft 
attack,  famine,  thirft,  or  cold  afflict,  or  the  tem- 
peft  opprefs  by  fea,  Chrift  beholds  his  foldier 
fighting  in  all  thefe  various  ways.'*  He  goes  on 
to  fct  forth  the  precedents  of  fcripture-faints  who 

fufFercd 
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fuffered  for  God  in  the  moft  antient  times,  and 
adds,  ^^  How  (hameful  muft  it  be  for  a  chriftian 
to  be  unwilling  to  fufier  when  the  Mafter  fufiered 
firfl: ;  and  that  we  fiiould  be  unwilling  to  fufFer 
for  our  fins,  when  be  who  had  no  fin  of  his  own 
fuffered  for  us*.  The  Son  of  God  fuffered  that 
he  might  make  us  the  fons  of  God;  and  (hali  not 
a  fon  of  man  be  willing  to  fuffer  that  he  may  per- 
fevere  in  his  fonfhip  ? 

-  Antichrifl:  is  come,  but  Chrift  comes  alfQ  after 
him.  The  enemy  rages  and  is  fierce,  but  the  Lord 
immediately  follows,  and  will  avenge  our  fuffer- 
iflgs  and  wounds."  He  again  makes  appofite 
icripture-quotations.  That  from  the  Apocalypfe 
is  remarkable,  ^*  If  any  man  worfhip  the  beafl  and 
his  image,  &c.  Rev.  xiv.  9. 

**  O  what  a  glorious  day  will  come,  when  the 
Lord  (hall  begin  to  recount  his  people^  and  ad- 
judge their  rewards  ;  to  fend  the  guilty  into  hell, 
and  to  condemn  our  perfecutors  to  the  perpetual 
fire  of  penal  flame,  and  to  beftow  on  us  the 
reward  of  faith  and  dcvotednefs  to  him.  What 
glory  (  what  joy  !  to  be  admitted  to  fee  God,  to  be 
honoured,  to  partake  of  the  joy  of  eternal  light 
and  falvation  with  Chrifl:  the  Lord  your  God;  to 
falute  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  and  all  the 
Patriarchs,  and  Prophets,  Apoftles,  and  Martyrs; 
to  joy  with  the  righteous,  the  friends  of  God,  in 
the  pleafures  of  immortality : — When  that  reve- 
lation (hall  come,  when  the  beauty  of  God  (hall 
fiiine  upon  us,  we  (hall  be  as  happy  as  the  deferters 
and  rebellious  will  be  miferable  in  inextingui(hab]e 
fire.**     Such  are  the  views  of  the  next  life  which 

Cyprian 

*  1  have  tranflated  this  literally.  The  difference  between  fuffering 
for  our  fins  and  fuffering  for  us  is  flrikio^ ;  the  firft  may  be  correc- 
tive, the  fecond  is  by  imputation.  Cyprian  beliered  the  atonement 
of  Chrilt,  and  therefore  varied  his  phrafeology  to  prevent  miitaket . 
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Cypriain  fets  before  chriftians.  The  paltn  of  hcjl* 
venly-mindednefs  belonged  to  thefe  perfecut^d 
faints.  I  wi(h  we,  with  all  our  theological  ac-» 
curacy,  may  reach  a  meafure  of  their  fiihplc  zeal, 
while  we  live  enjoying  the  good  things  of  this  life. 

Lucius  was  chofen  bi(hop  of  Rome  inftead  of 
Cornelius^  but  was  immediately  driven  into  exile 
by  the  authority  of  Gallus.  Cyprian  congratu* 
lated  him  both  on  his  promotion  and  on  his  fuf* 
fcrings.  His  exile  muft  have  been  of  (hort  dura-* 
tion.  He  was  permitted  to  return  to  Rome  in  the 
year  two  hundred  and  fifty- two,  and  a  fecond  con-* 
gratulatory  letter  was  written  to  him  by  Cyprian*. 
He  fufFercd  death  however  foon  after,  and  wal 
fuccecded  by  Stephen.  The  epifcopal  feat  at  Rom« 
was  then,  it  fcems,  the  next  door  to  martyrdom. 

It  was.  not  owing  to  any  diminution  of  his  ufual 
zeal  and  adlivity,  that  the  African  biQiop  was  ftill 
prcferved  alive,  while  three  of  his  contemporaries 
at  Rome,  Fabian,  Cornelius,  and  Lucian,  died  a 
violent  death  or  in  exile.  About  this  time'  he 
dared  to  write  an  epiftle  to  a  noted  perfecutor  of 
ihofe  times,  one  Demetrianus,  and  with  great  free- 
dom and  dignity  expofed  the  unreafonablenefs  of 
the  pagans  in  charging  the  miferies  of  the  times 
on  the  chriftians.  There  will  be  no  neceffity  to 
give  any  detail  of  his  reafonings  on  the  fubjed, 
Paganilm  has  at  this  day  no  defenders.  The  latter  • 
part  of  the  epiftle,  which  is  cxhortatory  and 
doftrinal,  (hall  be  afterwards  confidered,  when 
we  come  to  make  an  cftimate  of  Cyprian's  theolo- 
gical works. 

The  ihort  reign  of  Gallus  was  diftinguifhed 
by  fo  large  a  coUedtion  of  human  miferies,  as  to 
give  a  plaufible  colour  to  Cyprian's  miftake  of 
the  near  approach  of  the  end  of  the  world.     A 

dreadful 
•  Epif.  58. 
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dreadful  peftUence  broke  out  in  Africa,  which  datljr 
carried  off  numberlefs  pcrfons,  and  fwept  awaf 
whole  houfes.  The  pagans  were  alarmed  beyond 
meafure,  negle&ed  the  burial  of  the  dead  through 
iisar,  and  violated  the  duties  of  humanity.  Tht 
bodies  of  many  lay  in  the  ftreets  of  Carthage,  and 
in  vain  Teemed  to  a(k  the  pity  of  pa0engers  *.  It 
was  on  this  occafion  that  the  Lord  ftirred  up  the 
fpirit  of  chriftians  to  fiiew  the  pra6tical  fupertority' 
of  their  religion,  and  Gyprian  exhibited  one  of  the 
nooft  brilliant  proofs  or  his  real  charafter  He 
gathered  together  his  people,  and  expatiated  on 
the  fubjeft  of  mercy.  He  pointed  out  to  them^ 
that  if  they  did  no  more  than  others^  the  heachea 
and  the  publican,  in  fhewing  merCy  to  their  own^ 
there  would  be  nothing  fo  admirable  in  that ;  that 
chriftians  ought  to  overcome  evil  with  good,  and 
like  their  heavenly  Father  to  love  their  enemies^ 
fifice  he  makes  his  fun  to  rife  on  the  evil  and  the 
kood,  and  fends  rain  on  the  juft,  and  the  unjuft. 
why  does  not  he,  who  profe^  himfetf  a  fon  of 
Qod,  imitate  the  example  of  his  Father?  We 
Ou^ht  to  anfwer  to  our  birth,  and  thofe,  who  ap- 
pear to  be  born  again  of  God^  fhould  not  degene- 
rate, but  Ihould  be  fblicitous  to  evidence^  the 
genuinenefs  of  their  relation  to  God  by  the  imita- 
tion of  his  goodnefs.  Much  more  than  this  Pontius 
tells  us  was  faid  by  him.  But  Pontius  is  very 
feanty  in  his  informations. 

The  eloquent  voice  of  Cyprian  was  attended  to 
by  the  people  with  their  ufual  alacrity.  The  chri- 
ftians ranked  themfelves  into  clafles  to  relieve  the 
public  calamity.  The  rich  contributed  largely, 
the  poor  (and  they  were  many)  gave  what  they 
could,  their  labour  with  extreme  hazard  of  their 
lives,  and  the  pagans  faw  with  a^Qiiration  what 

F  f  the 

♦  Vit.  Pont. 
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die  love  of  God  in  Cbrift  can  do»  and  beheld  tht'nf 
own  felfifhnefs  and  inferiority. 

The  dreadful  calamity  of  the  plague  gave  to 
Cyprian  an  opportunity  of  preffing  on  his  people, 
what  in  truth  had  been  the  ruling  pailion  of  his 
own  life  fince  his  converfion,  a  warm  and  adive 
regard  for  the  bleffings  of  immorulity,  joined  with 
an  holy  indifference  for  things  below.  He  pub* 
liihed  on  this  occafion  his  fhort  treatife  on  mor- 
tality. He  who  wrote  it  mud  have  felt  what  all 
need  to  feeU  how  little  a  thing  life  is,  how  valuable 
the  profped  of  heavenly  blils.  Take  a  few  ex- 
trafks;  the  whole  is  in  truth  very  precious. 

"  Tde  kingdom  of  God,  my  dcareft  brethren^ 
has  begun  to  be  juft  at  hand.  The  reward  of  life^ 
the  joy  of  eternal  falvation,  perpetual  gladnefs^ 
and  the  pofleflTion  of  paradife  lately  loft,  come  to 
us  now  as  the  world  paiTes  away  ^  heavenly  things 
now  fucceed  earthly,  great  things  fmall^  and  eter- 
nal thofe  that  are  fading.  What  room  is  there  here 
for  anxiety  and  folicitude?  Who  amidft  thefe  thingf 
is  fad  and  difconcerted,  unlcfs  to  whom  faith  and 
hope  are  wanting  ?  It  is  his  part  to  fear  death  who 
is  unwilling  to  go  to  Chrifl: ;  it  is  his  to  be  unwil- 
ling to  go  to  Chrift  who  does  not  believe  that  be 
may  begin  to  reign  with  Chrift,  for  it  is  written^ 
"  the  juft  Ihall  live  by  faith.'*  If  you  are  juft  and 
live  by  faith,  if  you  really  believe  in  God,  why 
do  not  you,  fecurc  of  the  promife  of  Chrift  and  of 
being  foon  with  him,  embrace  his  call,  and  blefs 
yourfelves  that  you  {hall  be  no  more  expofed  to 
Satan?"  After  having  made  an  appofite  ufe  of  the 
cafe  of  good  old  Simeon,  he  adds,  *^  that  indeed 
is  our  peace,  that  is  our  found  tranquillity,  that  is 
firm  and  ftable,  and  perpetual  fecurity.  But  what 
elfe  is  carrying  on  in  the  world  than  a  daily  con- 
flift  with  Satan  ?  If  one  fin  be  fubduedf  another 

muft 
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thuft  be  fought  with.  Here  is  no  reft  from  war. 
You  are  provoked  to  curfe ;  the  Divine  law  for- 
bids it;  to  iwear;  it  is  not  lawful.  Certainly 
amidft  fuch  conftant  prefTures  we  ought  the  more 
to  long  and  wilh  to  hafteh  to  Chrift  by  a  more 
fpeedy  exitj  he  himfcif  inftrudting  us,  **  Ye  (hall 
weep  and  lament,  but  the  world  fhall  rejoice;  and 
ye  (hall  be  forrowful^  but  your  forrow  (hall  be 
turned  into  joy,"  Who  does  not  wifh  to  be  free 
from  forrow  ?  Who  would  not  run  to  take  pof- 
feflion  of  joy  ?  Since  then  to  fee  Chrift  is  joy,  and 
pur  joy  cannot  be  full  ttill  we  fee  Chriil,  what 
blindnefsi  what  infatuation  is  it,  to  love  xht  penal 
prelTures  and  tears  of  the  world,  and  not  to  haftca 
rather  to  joy  which  fhall  not  pafs  away ! 

The  caufe  of  this;  dear  brethren,  is  unbelief,  be-' 
caufe  we  none  of  us  believe  really  and  folidly  tho(c 
things  to  be  true  which  the  God  of  Truth  pro- 
miles,  whofe  word  is  eternally  firm  to  thofethat 
believe.  If  a  man  of  a  grave  and  refpeftable  cha- 
i'after  promifed  you  any  thing,  you  would  give 
him  credit,  nor  doubt  his  promifes,  becaufc  you 
know  him  to  be  a  faithful  and  confident  charac- 
ter. l4ow  God  talks  with  you,  and  do  you  waver 
in  uncertainty  ?  TO  you  departing  out  of  this 
world  God  promifes  immortality,  and  do  you 
doubt  ?  This  is  not  to  know  God  at  all ;  this  is 
to  offend  Chrift  the  Lord  and  Matter  of  believers 
with  the  fin  of  unbelief;  this  is  for  a  man,  placed 
in  the  church,  to  have  no  faith  in  the  Lord  of 
faith. — "  To  me  to  live  is  Chrift,  and  to  die  is 
gain,**  fays  the  bleffed  Apoftle.  Computing  it  to 
be  gain  indeed,  no  longer  to  be  detained  in  the 
fnares  of  the  world,  no  longer  to  be  obnoxious  to 
lin  and  the  fle(h,  exempt  from  excruciating  pref- 
fiires,  and  freed  from  the  poifonous  jaws  of  Satan, 
to  go  to  the  joys  of  eternal  falvation  on  the  call  of 
Ghrift/: 

F  f  2  Some 
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Some  of  his  people  being  ftapgeitd  iti  their 
niindti  becaufe  tney  found  Chriftians  as  liable  to 
the  plague  as  others,  he  (hews  that  God's  peopk 
in  fpirit  indeed  are  feparated  from  the  reft  or  liian- 
kinOp  in  all  other  rcfpe£ls  are  obnoxious  to  the 
common  evils  of  human  life.  In  his  ufual  manner 
he  fupports  his  precepts  by  fcripture  exaAiplesy 
and  fpeaks  eloquently  and  folidly  of  the  benefits 
of  amidlions,  and  the  opportunity,  which  a  diftrefs 
tike  the  prelent  gave  to  chriftians,  of  (hewing  what 
ipirit  they  are  of.  *^  Let  that  man  fear  to  die," 
(ays  he,  ^*  who  is  not  born  of  water  and  the  fpirit^ 
and  is  obnoxious  to  hell  ^  let  them  fear  to  die  who 
are  not  partakers  of  the  crofs  and  paffion  of  Chrifti 
let  him  fear  to  die  who  is  to  pafs  from  the  firft  to 
the  fecond  deaths  whom>  receding  firom  the  world, 
•temal  flame  will  torment  with  perpetual  punifli- 
inent  i  let  him  fear  to  die  who  gains  by  life  only 
a  delay  of  judgement.*^— The  juft  arc  called  to 
refVeOimtn^  tM  unjuft  to  torture;  by  the  fear 
of  mortality  the  luke^warm  are  infiamctt,  the  !«• 
mits  arc  awakened^  the  idle  are  rouzed,  dcferaen 
are  compelkv)  to  rttum,  Genuics  are  compelled  ift 
bclievTw  the  antient  people  amoi^  the  faithful  are 
called  tv^  rtt^;  a  new  aiKl  copious  army  is  col- 
iKicvt  with  frcth  ftnrngth^  to  fight  when  wir  fliaU 
coaie^  who  eotertd  into  the  ienrice  in  the  tinx  of 
MOrtabty. 

Wc  tkock)  coQtk^  and  thixik  J^ain  aod  aM% 
iIm  w<^  Hav<  rmouooed  tiic  worki^  aod  Lnnr  keic 
aft  Arar^ier^.  Let  us  ctsbnoc  r^  Jar  wh2c!i  if^ 
%fv!^  tv^Vac!!  C4f  cs  Hss  Kxsse.  \V^^  ibru«;  iovcs 
MC  n>  xttvr*^  to  k^  oxr^crr  ?  a  grest  r:^^cr  «f 
dMr  iDC&s^  tiaenr  aw;ax  *^«  w^'^k  x 
GMft  vy  so  lire  aac  eQc>^.K«  dkci^  "* 

It  w«  a  ibsMi  or  Tjneci 
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kept  IB  perpetual  ow^cile.  Th$  intdf)c&  of  mta 
has  ever  been  g^neratiag  the  horrors  thd  miStrm 
of  war^  and  there  h^ve  never  been  wanting  poeta 
'  and  hiftorians  to  celebrate  the  praifes  of  thoft 
blood-thirfty  yiUains,  who  call  tne  defolation  ef 
|the  fpecies  their  glory.  It  belongs  fo  narratioM 
purely  chriftian  to  give  rehowa  to  the  a&ions  of 
faints,  whom  the  world  dcfpife,  but  Whom  tht 
grace  of  God  leads  to  the  exercife  of  real  charit]^ 
to  God  and  man.  Behold  another  inftance  of 
Cyprian's  benevolence  in  Chrift  Jefus.  Numidijk 
the  country  adjoining  to  Carthage^  had  txren  bleS 
fed  with  the  light  of  the  gofpel,  and  a  number 
of  churches  were  planted  in  it.  By  an  irruptioil 
of  the  barbarous  nations,  who  peitner  owned  thib 
Roman  fway,  nor  had  the  lead  acquaintance  wk)| 
chriftianity,  a  number  of  Numidian  cbriftiaos 
were  carried  into  captivity.  Eight  bifl^ops,  Ja^- 
nuarius,  Maximus,  Proculus,  Vidor,  ModiaouSy 
Nemefian,  Nampulus,  and  Honoratus,  nfrrotft  the 
mournful  account  to  the  prelate  at  Carthagt. 
What  he  felt  and  did  on  the  occafion  his  own  ah* 
(wer  will  beft  e^^plain.  The  love  of  Cbrid  and 
the  influence  of  his  fpiri$  will  appear  to  havft  been 
not  fmall  in  the  African  church  from  this  and  the 
foregoing  cafe ;  lior  will  the  calamities  of  the 
timies  and  the  fcourge  of  pcr&cution  feem  to  bav*( 
been  fent  to  them  in  vain  *. 

^^  With  much  heart^felt  forrow  ^od  ttan  we 
read  your  letters^  deareft  briethren^  which  you  wrote 
to  us  in  the  (blicitude  of  your  love  concerning-  the 
i:aptivity  of  our  brethren  and  fiftprs*  Fpr  who 
would  not  grieye  in  foch  cafes  ?  pr  who  would 
not  reckon  the  grief  of  his  brother  his  own  I  finoe 
the  Apoftle  Paul  fays,  **  If  pne  member  fuffer,  all 
|be  members  fuflfer  with  it  ^  if  one  nmnber  nMo^ 
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Some  of  his  people  being  ii^u 
minds,  becaufe  they  found  Chrilliai 
the  plague  as  others,  he  (hews  due 
in  fpirit  indeed  are  feparated  from  Ui 
kind,  in  all  other  refpeAs  are  oo  - 
common  evils  of  human  life.     In  iu- 
he  fupports  his  precepts  by  Icvin 
and  fpeaks  eloquently  and  foliJ  v-  '^ 
of  affliflions,  and  the  opporcm.. 
tike  the  prelcnt  gave  co  chridiu. 
foirit  they  are  of.     "  Let  th..; 
lays  he,  "  who  is  not  born  "f  . 
and  is  obnoxious  to  hell ;  Ul 
are  not  partakers  of  the  c 
let  him  fear  to  die  who  r 
the  fccond  death,  whonv 
eternal  flame  will  tornv^ 
ment ;  let  him  fear  to 
a  delay  of  judgemenT 
refreifament,  the  u"* 


of  mortality  the  i' 
mifs  are  awake. 
are  compelled  i 
believe,  the  ar 
called  to  rcfli 
lefted  with  frc- 
tome,  who  en- 
mortality. 

We  (hould  cv 
that  we  have  rene 
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^,  would  not  reckon  his  wife  to 

is  rituacion,  if  we  feel  as  men 

.v^iipath)'  [ncans?  But  how  great 

fyrrow  and  vexation  for  the  danger 

swt:  [here  held  in  bondage.     Not 

Oavcry,  but  the  Jols  of  their  chaftity  is 

^ort:«i  ^  the  bonds  of  barbarians  are  not 

-430  deplored  as  the  lewdnefs  of  nien, 

frs,  dedicated  to  Chrift  and  devoted  • 

'  to  ihc  honour  of  continency,  fhould  be 

inruhed  by  the  lufVs  of  men. 
bj  ct hren,  having  contemplated  all  thcfc 
grief,  have  freely  and  largely  contri* 
their  relief  in  the  power  of  faith,  ever 
chc  work  of  God*  but  now  much  more 
by  forrow  to  fuch  falutaiy  works.  For 
the  Lord  fays  in  the  gofpel,  *•  I  was  fick^ 
ifited  mpi*  with  how  much  ftronger  ap- 
:  would  he  fay*  "  I  was  a  captive,  and  ye 
A  me  !"  and  when  again  he  fays,  **  I  was 
11,  and  yc  came  to  mci"  how  much  more 
it  tor  him  to  fay,  **  I  was  in  the  prifon  of  cap- 
firy  and  lay  Ihut  up  and  bound  as  among  barba- 
larxs,  and  yc  freed  me  from  the  prifon  of  flavery, 
to  receive  your  reward  of  the  Lord  at  the  day  of 
jirdgment  V* 

Truly  wje  thank  you  very  much  thatye  wifbed  as 
CO  be  partakers  of  your  folicitude,  and  of  a  work  la 
good  and  neceiTary,  that  ye  mi^hc  oficr  us  ferok 
jclda  in  which  we  might  depotic  the  ficds  of  Mr 
i>e  with  an  expectation  or  an  ckubcrant  i 
have  fcnt  a  hundred  thoufand  ieftcrcci^  1 
^f  par  clergy  and  laity  ^  of  fbr  ( 


i'iidfi 
•T^tticji 
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aU  the  other  members  rejoice  with  it  ;*^  and  elfer 
mhcrc^  **  Who  is  weak,  and  I  am  not  weak  ?•' 
Therefore  now  the  captivity  of  our  brethren  is  to 
be  reckoned  our  captivity,  and  the  grief  of  thofe 
who  are  in  danger  is  to  be  reckoned  as  our  own 
grief,  fince  we  are  all  one  body,  and  not  only  love, 
but  religion,  ought  to  incite  us  to  redeem  the  mem- 
bers of  the  brethren.     For  fince  the  Apoftle  fays 
again,  "  Know  ye  not  that  ye  arc  the  temple  of 
God,  and  the  Spirit  of  God  dwellcth  in  you?** 
£ven  if  love  (hould  not  induce  us  to  help  our 
brethren,  yet  in  fuch  circumftances  we  ought  to 
confider,  that  they  are  the  temples  of  God,  which 
ate  takeii,  and  we  ought  not  by  a  long  delay  and 
negleft  to  fufFer  the  temples  of  God  to  remain  in 
captivity,  but  to  labour  with  all  our.  might,  and 
quickly  to  ihew  our  obfequioufnefs  to  Chrift  our 
Judge,  OUR  Lord  and  our  God.     For  whereas 
Paul  the  Apoftle  fays,  **  As  many  of  you  as  have 
been  baptized  into  Chrift,  have  been  baptized  into 
his  death  ;**  in  oiir  captive  brethren  Chrift  is  to 
be  looked  at,  and  redeemed  from  the  danger  of 
captivity,  who  redeemed  us  from  the  danger  of 
death,  that  fo  he,  who  fnatched  us  from  the  jaws 
of  Satan,  may  now  himfelf,  even  he  who  dwells 
,  and  inhabits  in  us,  be  fnatched  from  the  hands  of 
barbarians,  and  may  be  redeemed  by  a  fum  of  mo- 
ney, who  redeemed  us  by  his  crofs  and  blood*: 
who  for  that  reafon  fuffcrs  thefe  things  to  be  done, 
that  our  faith  may  be  tried,  whether  we  be  willing 
to  do  for  another  what  every  one  would  wifti  to 
be  done  for  himfelf,  were  he  a  prifoner  among  the 
barbarians.     For  who,  if  he  is  a  father,  would  not 
reckon  now  his  fons  to  be  in  a  ftate  of  captivity  ? 

Who, 

*  Redemption  by  the  blood  of  Jefas,  aoioo  and  fellowfhip  with 
him  nikintained  io  the  foal  by  faith,  and  the  recarns  of  love  aofwer- 
able  to  hii  lofiog  kiodoefs,  thefe  are  the  principles  of  chriftiaa 
^oefoleooe. 


(     455    ) 

Who,  if  a  huiband,  would  not  reckon  his  wife  to 
,bc  in  that  calamicous  fituation^  if  we  feel  as  men 
^hd  know  what  fympatHy  means  ?  But  how  great 
is  our  common  forrow  and  vexation  for  the  danger 
of  virjgins  who  are  there  held  in  bondage.  Notv 
only  tneir  flavery,  but  the  lofs  of  their  chaftity  is 
to  be  deplored  ;  the  bonds  of  barbarians  are  not 
ib  much  to  be  deplored  as  the  lewdnefs  of  men, 
left  members,  dedicated  to  Chrift  and  devoted  * 
for  ever  to  the  honour  of  continency,  fhould  be 
defiled  and  infulted  by  the  lufts  of  men. 

Our  brethren,  having  contemplated  all  thefe 
things  with  grief,  have  freely  and  largely  contri- 
buted to  their  relief  in  the  power  of  faith,  ever 
prone  to  the  work  of  God^  but  now  much  more 
quickened  by  forrow  to  fuch  falutary  works.  For 
whereas  the  Lord  fays  in  the  gQfpel,  ^  I  was  fick^ 
and  ye  yifited  mp  •/*  with  how  much  ftronger  ap- 
probation would  he  fay,  ^'  I  was  a  captive,  and  ye 
redeemed  me  !"  and  when  again  he  fays,  ^*  I  was 
in  prifon,  and  ye  came  to  me;*'  how  much  more 
is  it  for  him  to  fay,  ^'  I  was  in  the  prifon  of  cap- 
tivity and  lay  (hut  up  and  bound  as  among  barba« 
rians,  and  ye  freed  me  from  the  prifon  of  flavery, 
to  receive  your  reward  of  the  Lord  at  the  day  of 
judgment!'* 

Truly  wjc  thank  you  very  much  that  yc  wilhed  us 
to  be  partakers  of*  your  folicitude,  and  oif  a  work  fo 
good  and  neceffary,  that  ye  might  offer  us  fertile 
fields  in  which  we  might  depofit  the  feeds  of  our 
hope  with  an  expcdation  ot  ^n  exuberant  harveft. 
We  have  fent  a  hundred  thoufand  fefterces,  the  col- 
|edion  of  our  clergy  and  laity  :|:  of  the  church  of 
^  Carthajge, 

*  Volaatary  celibacy,  I  apprehend,  was  in  growing  repute  in  the 
charch  at  that  time.  St.  Paai's  advice  in  the  7th  orfirft  Cor.  had 
then  many  foUowersi  but  monattic  vows  had  yet  no  cziftenoe. 

t  About  73i  1. 5 1.^  fierliog.— See  Notes  to  fipif.  i%,  OaJwd  £^ 
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C^rtlia|;p,  which  you  will  difpenfe  according  ta 
your  diligence.  Heartily  do  we  wi(h  that  no  luch 
thing  may  happen  again,  "and  that  the  Lord  may 

8rote£t  our  brethren  from  fuch  calamities.  But 
',  to  try  our  faith  and  love,  fuch  affliAions  fliouid 
fgain  befall  you,  helitate  not  to  certify  us^  aflfuring 
'yourfelves  of  the  hearty  concurrence  of  our  churqh 
Kirith  you  in  prayer  and  in  cheerful  contributions. 
But  that  vou  may  remember  our  brethren,  whq 
have  cheerfully  contributed,  in  your  prayers,  I 
have  fubjoincd  the  names  of  each ;  1  have  added 
|tUb  the  names  of  our  colleagues  in  the  miniftry, 
who  were  prefent  and  contributed,  in  their  own 
names,  and  in  that  of  the  people,  and,  befu^es  my 
own  proper  quantity,  I  have  fet  down  and  (eat 
their  fums.  For  us  all  I  (rpft  you  will  think 
yourfelves  bound  to  pray.  We  wiih  you,  bre- 
thren, always  profperity.^* 

To  one  Ci|sciiius,  an  African  bifliQp,  he  wrote 
about  this  time,  to  corred  a  praftice  in  adminifter- 
mg  the  Lord's  Sifpper,  which  had  crept  into  foma 
churches,  of  ufing  water  inftead  of  wine.  The 
neceility  of  wine  in  the  ordinance,  as  a  proper 
emblem  of  the  blood  of  Chrift,  he  infills  on  with 
arguments  drawn  from  the  fcriptures.  But  let  it 
fufiice  to  have  barely  mentioned  fuch  a  fubjed 
fis  this. 

Soo|i  after  the  appointment  of  Stephen  to  the 
btfhopric  of  Rome  Gallus  was  (lain,  after  4 
wretched  reign  of  eighteen  months,  in  the  year 
|wp  hundred  and  |ifty-three. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.    XIII. 

THE  FACIFIp   PAftT   QF  VALSRIAN^S  RtlGM.      - 

UNPER  Valerian,  the  fucccObr  of  Callus,  tKt 
church  was  allowed  a  longer  truce.  For  t]^t 
under  Gallus  feems  to  have  l^n  very  fhort  anid 
precarioiis.  But  for  ^pwar()s  of  three  years  the 
people  of  God  found  in  Valerian  even  a  friend 
|tnd  protedor.  His  houfe  was  full  of  chriftian^, 
jMud  he  had  a  ftron^  predileftion  in  their  favour* 

The  Lord  e^ercifes  his  people  in  various  ways; 
there  are  virtues  adapt^  to  a  ftate  of  profperity  as 
well  as  of  adverfity.  The  wifiipm  and  love  of  • 
God,  Yfhich  direfted  the  late  terrible  perfecudoos, 
have  in  part  appeared  by  the  excellent  fruits.  Let 
us  now  cQlle£t  as  we  can  the  works  of  chriftians 
djaring  this  interval  of  rcfrefliment. 

It  is  not  pleafant  to  leave  a  guide,  while  we  may 
have  him  with  us.  If  Cyprian's  afr4irs  detain  ys 
long,  it  is  becaufe  his  eloquent  pen  (iiU  acteads  us. 
Doubtlefs  there  were  many  before  his  time,  whofe 
chriftian  actions  would  liave  equally  deierved  (o 
be  commemorated.  But  the  materials  of  informa- 
tion are  wanting ;  his  letters  muft  ftill  be  to  us  a 
capital  fpurce  of  hiftorical  inftruAion* 

A  council  was  held  in  Africa  by  fixtv-0x  bifhops, 
with  Cyprian  at  their  head,  during  this  peace,  to 
fettle,  no  doubt,  various  matters  relating  to  the 
church  of  Chrift.  I  imagine  all  thcfe  bifhops  to  have 
had  each  fmall  diocefes,  and  to  have  fuperintende(| 
them  with  the  affiftance  of  their  clergy  according  tp 
what  1  conceive  to  have  been  the  primitive  mode 
9f  church-government,  and  fuppoie  them  to  have 
paid  a  real  r^ard  to  their  flocks,  which  was  doubt- 
"  )efi( 
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kfs  the  cafe  with  very  many  of  them  at  that  time. 
The  face  of  Africa,  which  is  now  covered  with 
Mahometan,  idolatrous,  and  piratical  wickcdnefs, 
aflTorded  in  thofe  days  a  very  pleafing  fpedtacle. 
We  have  no  further  account  of  this  council  than 
what  is  contained  in  Cyprian's  letter*,  which  I 
fhall  take  notice  of  prefently.  But  it  is  unreafon- 
^ble  to  fuppofe  that  the  two.  points  mentioned  in 
It  were  all  that  engaged  the  attention  of  the  coun- 
cil. Probably  matters  much  more  important  than 
cither  of  them  were  reviewed.  Certainly  no  fchemfs 
of  political  ambition,  of  wealth,  or  of  power,  were 
then  pradtifed  by  chriftian  bifhops.  On  the  whole 
then,  I  muft  judge  the  fynod  worthy  of  the  chri- 
ftian name,  eipecially  as  many  of  the  bifliops  had 
faithfully  maintained  the  caufe  of  Chrift  during 
fcenes  of  trial  the  moft  fevere  that  cin  be  imagined. 

One  Viftor,  a  prefbytcr,  had  been  received  into 
the  church  without  having  undergone  the  l^iti- 
mate  time  of  trial  in  a  ftate  of  penance,  and  with- 
out the  concurrence  and  coptent  of  the  people. 
His  biihop  Therapius  liad  done  it  arbitrarily  and 
contrary  to  the  inftitutes  of  the  former  council  for 
fettling  fuch  matters.  Cyprian,  in  the  name  of 
the  council,  contents  himfelf  with  reprimanding 
Therapius ;  but  yet  confirms  what  he  had  done, 
and  warns  him  to  take  care  of  oflfending  in  future. 

This  is  one  of  the  points.  V^c  fee  hence  that  a 
ftrift  and  godly  difcipline^  on  the  whole,  now  pre- 
vailed in  the  church,  and  that  the  wifeft  and  moft 
fucc^fsful  methods  of  recovering  the  lapfed  were 
ufed.  The  authority  of  bilhops  was  firm,  but 
not  defpotic  j  and  the  (hare  of  the  people,  in  mat- 
ters of  difcipline,  by  this  letter  appears  worthy 
pf  notice. 

The 

•  Epif.  59. 
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The  other  part  he  thus  explains  in  the  fame  letter 
pddrefled  to  Fidas  :^^  As  to  the  care  of  infants,  of 
whom  you  faid  that  they  ought  not  to  be  baptized 
within  the  fecond  or  third  day  after  their  birth, 
and  that  the  ancient  law  of  circumcifion  ihould  be 
fo  far  repeated,  that  they  ought  not  to  be  bap- 
tized till  the  eighth  day,  we  were  all  of  a  very  dif* 
ferent  opinion.  The  mercy  and  grace  of  God 
we  all  judged  ihould  be  denied  to  none.  For  if 
the  Lord  fays  in  his  gofpel,  the  Son  of  Man  is  not 
came  to  deftroy  metfs  lives^  but  to  fave  tbem^  how 
ought  we  to  do  our  utmoft,  as  far  as  in  us  lies, 
that  no  foul  be  loft!  Spiritual  circumcifion  (hould 
not  be  impeded  by  carnal  circumcifion.  If  even 
to  the  foulcft  offenders,'  when  they  afterwards  be- 
lieve, remiffion  of  fins  is  granted,  and  none  is  p||o« 
hibited  from  baptifni  and  grace*,  how  much  more 
Ihould  an  infant  be  admitted,  who,  juft  born,  hath 
not  finned  at  all,  except  that  being  carnally  born 
according  to  Adam,  he  hath  contracted  the  con* 
tagion  of  ancient  death  in  his  firft  birth;  who  ap- 
proaches to  remifllon  of  fins  the  more  eafily,  be* 
caufe  not  his  own  aAual  guilt,  but  that  of  another, 
is  remitted. 

Our  fentence  therefore,  dearcft  brother,  in  the 
councilwas,  that  none  by  us  fliould  be  prohibited 
from  baptifm  and  the  grace  of  God,  who  is  mer- 
ciful and  kind  to  all.'* 

I  purpofe  carefully  to  avoid  difputes  on  fubjeAs 
of  fmall  moment.  Yet  to  omit  a  word  here  on  a 
point,  which  hath  produced  volumes  of  ftrife, 
might  feem  almoft  a  ftudied  afFeAation ;  on  fuch 
occafions  I  fiiall  only  pacifically  ftate  my  own 
views,  as  they  appear  deducible  from  evidence. 
Inftead  of  difputing  whether  the  right  of  infant 
baptifm  is  to  be  derived  from  fcripture  alone,  and 
yrhether  tradition  deferves  any  attention  at  all,  I 

(ball 
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fhall  •bferve,  though  the  fcripturc  itfelf  fcems  to 
(peak  for  infant  baptifm  *,  that  ttfidition  in  ndat* 
ters  of  cuftom  and  difcip^ine  is  of  real  weight,  a< 
appears  from  the  confeffion  of  all;  for  all  are  glad 
to  fupport  their  caufe  bjr  it,  if  they  can  ^  ^in^  io 
the  prefent  cafe,  to  thofe  who  fay  that  the  cuftom 
of  baptizing  children  was  not  deriyed  from  the 
apoftolical  ag^s,  the  traditional  argument  m;|j 
feirly  run  in  language  nearly  fcriptural,  ?*  if  any 
man  fcem  to  be  contentious,"  we  have  never  had 
fuch  a  cuftom  as  that  of  confining  baptifm  to 
adults,  nor  the  churches  of  God.  ^ 

Here  is  an  aflembly  of  fixty-l|x  paftors,  men  of 
approved  fidelity  and  gravity,'  who  have  ftood 
the  fiery  trial  of  fomc  of  the  fevereft  perfecufions 
ever  kn6wn,  and  who  haye  teftified  their  love  to 
thb  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  in  a  more  ftriking  manner 
than  any  Antipsedorbaptifts  have  had  an  oppor- 
tunity df  doing  in  our  days ;  and  if  we  may  judge 
pf  their  religious  views  by  thofe  of  Cyprian^  an4 
they  are  all  in  perfect  harmony  with  him,  they  arc 
liot  wanting  in  any  fundamental  of  godlinefs.  No 
man  in  any  age  more  reverenced  the  fcriptures, 
and  made  more  copious  ufe  of  them  on  all  occa- 
iions  than  he  did  \  and,  it  muft  be  confeiTed,  in 
the  very  beft  manner.  For  he  ufes  them  continually 
for  pradkice,  not  for  oftentation  j  for  ufe,  not  for 
the  lake  of  viftory  in  argument.  Before  this  holy 
aflembly  a  queftion  is  brought,  not  whether  in- 
fants fhould  be  baptized  at  all,  none  contradi6bed 
this,  but  whether  it  is  right  to  baptize  them  im« 
mediately,  or  on  the  eighth  day.  To  a  man  they 
all  determined  to  baptize  them  immediately.  This 
tranfaftion  pafled  in  the  year  two  hundred  and 
fifty-three.  Let  the  reader  confider:  if  infant 
baptifm  had  been  an  innovation,  it  mulji:  have 
been  now  of  a  confiderable  ftanding:  the  difputes 

concerning 
^  I  Cor*  Tii.  X4«         t  >  ^^*  ^i*  ^^* 
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eohCerfiing  £aftcr  ^nd  other  ytty  unintcrtftiiig 
points  (hew,  that  fuch  an  innovation  muft  havtf 
formed  a  remarkable  aera  in  the  church.  The  num- 
ber of  herefies  anddiriGons  had  been  very  great. 
AHiorig  them  all  fuch  a  deviation  from  apoftolical 
pi^ftice  as  this  muft  have  been  remarked.  To 
mc  it  appears  impofllble  to  account  for  this  ftate 
0(  things,  but  on  the  footing  that  it  had  ever  been 
allowed,  and  therefore  that  the  cuflom  was  that  of 
the  firft  churches,  rhough  then  I  fliould  wave 
the  argument  drawn  from  that  Icntcncc  of  St. 
Paul,  *•  Elfe  were  your  children  unclean,  but  now 
are  they  holy;*'  (and  yet  I  muft  confefs  I  cannot 
underftand  it  to  mean  any  thing  elfe  than  infant 
baptifm)  I  am  under  a  neceflity  of  concluding; 
that  the  enemies  of  infant  baptifm  are  miftaken. 
Yet  I  fee  not  why  they  may  not  fervc  God  ia 
fineerity,  as  well  as  thofe  who  are  differently 
mihded.  The  greateft  evil  lies  in  the  want  of 
charity)  and  in  that  contentious  eagemefs,  with 
which  Angularity  in  little  things  is  apt  to  be  at- 
tended.  Really  good  men  have  not  always  been 
free  from  this,  perhaps  few  on  the  whole  culti- 
vated larger  and  more  generous  views  than  the 
African  prelate  5  yet  in  one  inftance  we  (hall  pre* 
ftntly  fee  he  was  feduced  into  a  bigotry  of  fpirit 
not  unlike  that  which  I  am  cenfuring. 

I  could  have  wi(hed  that  chriftian  people  had 
never  been  vexed  with  a  controverfy  fo  frivolous 
as  this  about  baptifm,  and  having,  once  for  all^ 
given  my  views  and  the  reafons  of  them,  I  turit . 
from  the  fubjeft,  and  obferve  further,  that  there 
is*  in  the  cxtradt  of  the  letter  before  us  a  ftrong 
and  clear  teftimony  of  the  faith  of  the  ancient 
church  concerning  original  (in.  One  may  fafely 
reafon  in  the  fame  way  as  in  the  cafe  juft  now 
coQ&deredy  but  the  fulnefs  of  fcripturc  concern- 

ing 
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But  let  his  gains  from  the  ftrvice  6f  the  playboufib 
be  ever  fo  large,  what  fort  of  gain  is  that^wmch  tear^ 
men  from  a  pairticipation  in  the  banquet  of  Abra« 
ham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  and  leads  them  miferably  and 
ruinoufly  fattened  in  this  world  to  the  puniftiRKnts 
of  eternal  famine  and  third?  Therefore,  as  much  at 
you  can,  recover  him  from  this  depravity  and  in* 
famy  to  the  way  of  innocence  and  to  the  hope  of 
life,  that  he  may  be  content  wkh  a  parfimonious, 
but  falutary  maintenance  from  the  church.    But  if 

i^our  church  be  infuf&cient  to  maintain  its  poor\ 
ie  may  transfer  himfelf  to  us,  and  here  receive 
what  is  neeeffary  for  food  and  raiment,  and  no 
longer  teach  pernicious  things  out  of  the  churchy 
but  learn  himfelf  falutary  things  in  the  church* 
Deareft  fon,  I  wifh  you  conftant  profperity  ^.'^ 
•  The  decifion  of  Cyprian  is  doubtlefs  thar^  whieb 
piety  and  good  fenfe  would  unite  to  didate  in  the 
eafe.  A  player  was  ever  an  infamous  charader 
at  Rome,  and  was  looked  on  as  incapable  of  filling 
any  of  the  offices  of  ftate.  The  Romans,  at  the 
fame  time  that  they  (hewed  in  this  point  their  pa>> 
litical,  evinced  the  depravity  of  their  moral  fenfe; 
A  iet  of  men  were  (till  maintained  for  the  public 
amufement,  whom  yet  they  knew  muft  of  nccef- 
fity  be  diffolute  and  dangerous  members  of  fo- 
ciety.  If  this  was  the  judgment  of  fober  pagans, 
it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  purity  of  chri«- 
ftianity  would  not  even  fufFer  fuch  charaAers  to 
be  admitted  into  the  bofom  of  the  church  at  alK 
To  fay  that  there  are  noble  fcntiments  to  be  found 
in  fome  dramas  anfwers  nor  the  purpofe  of  thofe, 
who  would  vindicate  the  entertainments  of  the 
ftage  The  fupport  of  them  requires  a  fyftem  in 
its  own  nature  corrupt,  and  which  muft  gratify 

the 

*  Eucratius  was  the  bifliop  of  a  place  called  Theox,  Jyi^g  in  the 
military  road  to  Carthage.  t  ^x  £p*  ^^ud. 
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the  voloptuous  and  the  libidinous,  or  it  can  have 
no  durable  exigence.  Hence  in  every  age  com^ 
plaints  have  been  made  of  the  corruptions  of  the 
ftagev  and  ideas  have  been  thrown  out  of  its  great 
utility,  provided  it  were  kept  under  proper  regu-^ 
Jations.  But  who  is  to  regulate  it?  Were  it 
pur]ged  of  its  vicioufnefs,  and  made  altogether 
meet  for  chriftian  eyes  and  ears,  it  would  ceafc  tp 
be  attended  at  ail.  While  the  world  is  as  it  is,  it 
muft  be  an  engine  of  corruption.  Inftruftion  is 
looked  on  in  a  fubordinate  light  by  the  graved 
advocates  for  it;,  pleafure  is  its  capital  end,  and 
that  pleafure,  if  a  fet  of  men  are  to  fubfift  by  it, 
will  ever  be,  as  it  always  has  been,  while  mankind 
are  what  they  are,  impure  in  its  nature  in  a  great 
degree,  and  a  fchool  of  impurity. 

It  required  no  deep  penetration  in  the  firft 
chrtftians  to  fee  this,  and  to  rejeA  the  ftage  en- 
tirely. A  chriftian  renouncing  the  pomps  an(l 
vanity  of  this  wicked  world,  and  yet  frequenting 
the  playhoufe,  was  with  them  a  folecifm.  The 
out-pouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  which  now  for 
three  centuries  we  are  reviewing,  never  admitted 
thefe  amufements  at  all.  A  profelTor  pf  the 
drama,  we  fee,  could  not  be  allowed  coniiftently 
to  profefs  chriftianity. 

It  is  one  of  the  main  defigns  of  this  hiftory  to 
ihew  pradically  what  true  chriftians  were,  both  in 
principles  and  manners.  The  cafe  before  us  fhews 
them  very  clearly  in  this  article  belonging  to  the 
latter.  What  would  Cyprian  have  faid,  to  fee 
large  aflfemblies  of  chriftians  fo  called,  devoted  to 
thefe  impurities,  and  fupporting  them  with  all 
their  might,  and  deriving  from  them  their  higheft 
delights  i  He  would  at  the  fame  time  obfervc 
the  fame  perfons,  as  might  be  expected,  perfefti 
ftrangcrs  to  the  joy  of  the  Holy  Ghoft.  This  is 
G  g  confiftent 
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confiftent  enough,  only  he  might  wonder  why 
fuch  perfons  ftill  kept  up  the  name  of  chriflians. 
If  he  examined  their  ftagc-entertainments,  and 
compared  them  with  thofc  that  were  in  vogue  in 
his  day,  he  would  have  fecn  the  fame  confufion  of 
fexes,  the  fame  encouragement  of  unchafte  dcfires^ 
and  the  fame  fenfuality,  with  the  fame  con- 
temptuous ridicule  of  chriftianity,  if  indeed  in  his 
time  the  gofpel  was  burlefqued  on  a  ftage,  as 
it  has  been  in  ours.  In  fome  points  the  ancient 
drama  might  be  worfe  than  ours  ;  yet  in  others  ic 
might  be  more  decent.  But  as  on  the  whole  the 
fpirit  and  tendency  was  the  fame,  he  would  have 
been  aftonifbed  that  fuch  men  could  ftill  call 
thcmfelves  chriftians,  that  aiftors  and  adtrefles 
could  amafs  fortunes  in  a  chriftian  country,  in 
which  many  paftors  could  fcarce  find  fubfiftence, 

•  and  that  theologians  of  great  erudition  fhould  ob*^ 
tain  applaufe  by  writing  comments  on  dramatic 
poets,  and  by  openly  enlifting  in  the  fervice  of 
the  ftage.     Prob  Dolor  ! 

There  was  one  Fortunatian,  Bifbop  of  ASCurXy 
who  had  lapled  in  the  time  of  perfecution,  and 
without  any  marks  of  repentance  ftill  afiumed  to 
himfclf  the  epifcopal  charadcr,  and  infifted  on  his 
being  received  as  fuch  by  the  clergy  and  people. 
This  cafe  gave  occafion  to  an  epiftle  of  Cyprian 
to  the  church*,  in  which  he  as  ftrcnuoufly  oppofes 
the  ambitious  claims  of  the  bi(hop  as  in  like  cir^ 
cumftances  be  had  formerly  done  thofe  of  the 
laity,  and  he  repeats  the  advice  to  the  lapfed  he 
had  before  given,  cautioning  the  people  againft 
jhe  reception  of  him  in  that  character.  Behold 
now  the  ftrenuous  afierter  of  the  rights  of  faithful 
'  bifliops  openly  expofing  the  pretenfions  of  un- 

»  worthy  ones,  and  intruding  the  people  to  guard 

thcmfelves 
♦  Epif.  64. 
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thtimfelves  agaihft  their  delufions!  What  tftcGt 
his  epiftle  had  does  not  appear;  the  weight  of  his 
charafter  and  the  vigour  of  difcipline,  now  hap- 
pily prevalent  in  Amca,  make  it  probable  that  ic 
had  the  defined  fuccefs. 

One  Rogatian,  an  African  bilhop,  complained 
to  Cyprian  and  his  colleagues,  affembled  in  a 
fynod,  of  the  infolent  and  injurious  behaviour  of 
a  deacon.  Cyprian  obfcrves,  that  he  might  have 
done  himfelf  juftice  without  them.  He  applies 
the  cafe  of  Korah,  Dathan,  and  Abiram  to  this  of 
the  haughty  deacon,  and  takes  notice  very  pro- 
perly of  the  humble  and  unaffuming  carriage  of 
our  Lord  toward  the  impious  dignitaries  of  the 
Jewifli  church.  "  He  taught  us,  fays  he,  how 
true  paftors  ought  to  be  fully  and  regularly  ho- 
noured, while  he  behaved  himfelf  k>  towards 
falfe  ones.'* 

The  following  pafiage  is  perhaps  the  moft 
ftriking  proof  of  any  in  Cyprian's  writings,  that 
the  ideas  of  epifcopacy  were  too  lofty,  even  in 
that  age,  and  had  infenfibly  grown  with  the  gra« 
dual  increafe  of  fuperftition.  Let  it  be  remarked 
as  a  character  of  the  times,  and  as  an  inftance  of 
the  effcdt  of  the  fpirit  of  the  times  or\  a  mind  one 
of  the  pureft  and  humbleft  in  the  world. 

"  Deacons  ought  to  remember  that  the  Lord 
chofe  Apodles,  that  is,  bi(hops.and  rulers,  but  the 
Apoftlcs  chofe  to  themfelves  deacons,  after  his 
afcent  into  heaven,  as  the  minifters  of  their  go- 
vernment and  of  the  church.  Now  if  we  dare  do 
any  thing  againft  God  who  makes  biihops,  then 
may  deacons  dare  to  aA  againft  us  by  whom  they 
are  appointed." 

The  comparifon  is  very  unfeemly,  nor  ought 

biihops  to  be   fet  on   the  fame  footing  as  the 

Apoftles ;  but  he  is  certainly  right  in  obferving 

G  g  2  farther  : 
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farther :  "  Thcfc  arc  the  beginnings  of  herefie^^ 
and  the  attempts  of  ill-di^fed  fehifmatics  ta 
pleafe  themfelves  and  defpife  with  haughttnefs 
their  fuperior  •,"  and  he  goes  on  to  advife  the 
bilhop  how  to  aft  concerning  him,  with  that  happy 
mixture  of  firmnefs  and  charity,  of  which,  by  a 
peculiarly  intuitive  difcernment,  he  feldom  failed 
to  Ihew  himfelf  a  maftcr  •. 

One  Geminius  Victor  appointed  Fauftinus,  a 
wefbyter,  a  guardian  by  his  will.  In  an  African 
.  fynod  Cyprian  and  his  colleagues  wrote  to  the 
church  of  Furnas  J  a  proteft  againft  the  practice. 
The  clergy  were  then  looked  on  as  men  wholly 
•devoted  to  divine  things ;  fecular  cares  were  taken 
out  of  their  hands  as  much  as  poflible.  JLet  this 
-again  be  remarked  as  one  of  the  happy  efFefts  of 
the  work  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  on  the  church. 

Novatianifm  had  Ipread  into  Gaul,  and  Mar- 
cian,  biihop  of  the  church  of  Arelate,  united 
himfelf  to  the  fchifm.  Fauftrnus,  biftiop  of  Lyons, 
wrote  both  to  Cyprian  of  Carthage  and  Stephen 
of  Rome  on  the  fubjeft.  Other  bifhops  in  France 
wrote  alio  on  the  fubjedb.  Cyprian  fupports  the 
fitme  caufc  with  them  in  a  letter  to  Stephen.  The 
chief  reafon  for  mentioning  this  is  to  ihew  how 
the  gofpcl  which  had  fo  glorioufly  begun  at  Lyons, 
in  the  fecond  century,  muft  now  have  fpread  in 
France  to  a  great  degree.  Contentions  and  fchifms 
ufually  have  no  place,  till  after  chriftianity  has 
taken  deep  root. 

The  fame  obfervation  may  be  made  of  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  gofpel  in  Spain,  where,  by  the  infcrip- 
tions  of  Cyriae  of  Ancona,  it  appears  that  the  light 
of  truth  had  entered  in  Nero's  time.  Here  two 
bilbops,  Bafilides  and  Martial,  had  defcrvedly  lofi; 
their  paftoral  offices  in  the  church  on  account  of 

their 
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tbeir  unfaithfulnefs  in  the  perfecution.  Cyprian 
and  his  colleagues  in  council  wrote  to  confirm  their 
dcpofition,,  and  he  (hews  chat  the  people  were  no 
lefs  bound  than  the  clergy  to  abftain  from  the  com7 
munion  of  fuch,  and  fupports  bis  argument  by 
the  directions  of  Mofes  to  the  children  of  Ifrael^ 
**  Depart,  I  pray  you,  from  the  tents  of  thefc 
wicked  men/'  He  recommends  *  that  ordinations 
Should  be  performed  in  the  fight  of  all  the  people, 
that  they  might  all  have  an  opportunity  to  approve 
or  to  condemn  the  charadters  of  the  perfons  or- 
dained«  He  takes  notice  that  in  Africa  the  neigh- 
bouring bifbops  ufed  to  meet  before  the  people  of 
the  pUce,  where  the  bifliop  was  to  be  ordained, 
and  the  bifiiop  was  chofen  in  the  prefence  of  the 
people,  who  knew  fully  the  life  of  each  and  his 
whole  converfation.  He  obferves  that  Sabinus, 
who  had  been  fubftituted  in  the  room  of  Bafilides, 
had  been  ordained  in,  this  fair  and  equitable  man- 
ner. He  cenfures  Bafilides  for  going  to  Rome, 
impofing  on  Stephen,  and  gaining  his  confent  for 
his  being  re-inltatcd.  Cyprian  thinks  his  guilt 
was  augmented  by  his  condui5t.  Martial,  it  feems, 
had  defiled  himfelf  with  pagan  abominations,  and 
his  depofition,  he  infills,  ought  to  remain  confirmed. 
While  thefc  things  fliew  the.  unhappy  fpirit  of 
human  depravity  bearing  down  the  mod  whole- 
fome  fences  of  difciplinc,  they  evince  that  there 
were  thofe  at  that  time  in  the  chriftian  world,  ex- 
tremely careful,  and  that  not  without  fuccefs,  of 
the  purity  of  the  church.  And  if  ever  it  fhould 
pleafe  God  to  put  it  into  the  hearts  of  thofe  who 
have  power  to  reform  what  is  amifs  among  our* 
felves,  better  guides  and  precedents  than  thcfe, 
pext  xo  the  fcriptures,  are  icarcelf  to  be  founds 
G  g  3  In 
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In  the  year  two  hundred  and  fifty-four  one 
Pupian9  a  man  of  note  in  the  church  of  Carthage, 
wrote  him  a  letter  complaining  of  his  infolent  and 
haughty  condud:  in  ejefting  fuch  members  out  of 
the  church,  and  ruling  with  imperious  fway.  The 
African  prelate  had  governed  now  fix  years,  and 
had  (ignalized  himfelf  equally  in  perfccution  and 
in  peace,  as  the  friend  of  piety,  order,  and  difci-» 
pline,  and  had  with  every  temi>oral  and  fpiritual 
faculty  laid  himfelf  out  for  the  good  of  the  falling 
and  diftempered  church  ;  he  faw  by  this  time  the 
great  fuccefs  of  his  labours,  and  he  mud  now  pay 
the  tax  which  eminent  virtue  ever  pays  to  flander 
and  envy,  to  prevent  the  rifings  of  pride,  and  to 
keep  him  low  before  his  God.  Pupian  believed, 
or  afFeded  to  believe  very  unjuft  rumours  which 
were  circulated  againft  his  paftor,  and  faid  that  the 
fcruple  of  confcicnce  with  which  he  was  fcized 
prevented  his  owning  the  authority  of  Cyprian. 
He  himfelf  had  fuffered  during  the  perfecution, 
and  had  been  faithful,  probably  a  perfbn  of  Lu- 
cian*s  charafter  both  in  his  virtues  and  weaknefles, 
and  was  difgufted  at  the  backwardnefs  of  Cyprian 
to  receive  the  lapfed.  He  heavily  complained  of 
his  feverity,  while  the  Novatian  party  had  feparated 
from  him  on  account  of  his  lenity.  But  the  bed 
and  wifeft  of  men  have  ever  been  moft  expofed  to 
fuch  inconfiftent  charges.  It  does  not  appear  that 
Pupian  was  able  to  raife  a  fecond  fe£t  pf  difientcrs 
on  oppofite  grounds  to  thofe  of  the  firft.  We  will 
rather  hope,  that  he  faw  into  his  error,  and  re^ 
turned  into  a  date  of  charity  with  his  bi(hop.  A 
few  extradls  from  Cyprian's  anfwer  (for  we  have 
not  Pupian's  letter)  may  throw  ftill  ftronger  light 
on  the  character  of  Cyprian,  and  may  afford  us 
fome  falutary  reflections. . 

To 
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To  the  char^  of  Pupian  chat  he  was  not  pof* 
iefled  of  humility,  he  apfwers  thus:  "  Which  of 
us  is  farcheft  from  humility  ?  I  who  dailv  fcrvc  the 
brethren,  and  who  with  kindnefs  and  pleafure  re-, 
ceivc  every  one  who  comes  to  the  church,  or  you 
who  conftitute  yourfelf  the  bifliop  of  the  Bifhop,, 
and  the  judge  of  the  Judge  appointed  by  God  for 
the  time  ?  The  Lord,  in  the  gofpel,  when  it  was 
faid  jto  him,  "  Anfwereft  thou  the  high  prieft  fo?'* 
ftill  prcferving  the  refpeft  due  to  the  facerdotal 
character,  faid  nothing  againft  the  high  prie(t,  but 
only  cleared  his  own  innocence ;  and  St.  Paul, 
though  he  might  hav/e  exerted  himfelf  againft  thofe 
who  had  crucified  the  Lord,  yet  anfwers,  "  I  wift 
not,  brethren,  that  he  was  the  High  Prieft ;  for  it 
i^  written,  thou  ftialt  not  fpea^  evil  of  the  ruler 
<?f  thy  people." 

Unlefs  you  will  fay  that  I  was  a  paftor  before 
the  perfecution,  >yhen  you  were  in  communion  with 
me,  and  after  the  perfecution  I  ceafed  to  be  a 
paftor.  I'he  perfecution  reaching  you,  exalted 
you  to  the  honour  of  a  witncfs  for  Chrift  ;  me  it 
depreffcd  with  a  load  of  a  profcription,  when  the 
public  edift  was  read,  "  If  any  one  holds  or  pof- 
j^fle^  any  thing  of  the  goods  of  Cascilius  Cyprian^ 
biftiop  of  the  chriftians."  1  hus  even  ;hofc  who 
believed  not  God,  who  appoints  the  biftiop,  cre- 
dited the  devil  who  profcribed  him. 

I  fpeak  not  thefe  things  in  a  way  of  boafting, 
but  with  grief,  fince  you  fet  yourfelf  up  as  a  judge 
of  God  and  his  Chrift^  who  fays  to  the  Apoftles, 
and  of  copfequence  to  all  the  Bifliops,  the  fuccef- 
fors  of  the  Apoftles,  *'  He  that  heareth  you,  hear- 
eth  me;  and  he  that  rejedteth  you,  rejedeth  me." 
Hence  herefies  and  fchifms  arife  and  do  arife  while 
the  bifliop  who  is  one,  and  prefides  over  the  church, 
)s  defpifed  by  the  proud  prefumption  of  fome ;— - 

for 
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for  what  arrogance  is  this,  to  call  paftors  to  your 
cognizance,  and  unlefs  they  be  acquitted  at  your 
bar,  behold  now  for  fix  years  the  brethren  have 
becA  without  a  bifliop  ? 

You  fay  your  fcrupies  muft  be  folved  ;  but  why 
did  not  thofe  martyrs,  full  of  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
who  fuflFcred  for  God  and  his  Chrift,  indulge  thofe 
fcrupies?  Why  fo  many  of  my  colleagues,  and  fd 
manv  of  thr  people,  illuftrious  for  their  fuflferings  ? 
Muit  all  who  communicated  with  me  be  pblluted, 
according  to  what  you  have  written,  and  have  loft 
the  hope  of  eternal  lift-  ?  Pupian,  alone  upright. 
Inviolable,  holy,  and  chafte,  who  will  not  mix 
with  us,  will  dwell  folitary  in  paradife.'* 

He  then  exhorts  him  to  return  to  the  bofom  of 
the  church  -,  at  the  fame  time  informs  him,  that 
in  the  matter  of  receiving  him  he  (hall  be  guided 
by  intimations  from  the  Lord  communitatcd  t6 
him,  it  may  be  by  vifions  and  dreams. — Tbis  is  a 
language  not  unufual  with  Cyprian.  He  re- 
peatedly fpeaks  of  inftruftions  communicated  to 
him  in  this  way.  We  know  too  little  of  the  mode 
of  difpenfation  the  church  at  that  time  was  under 
to  judge  accurately  concerning 'this  language;  cer- 
tainly the  age  of  miracles  had  not  then  ceafed. 
Inftruftion  by  dreams  was  very  much  the  method 
of  God  in  fcripture,  and  it  vfould  be  an  incxcufable 
temerity  to  cenfure  a  man  of  fuch  wifdom  and  vera- 
city, as  Cyprian  was,  by  ty'mg  him  down  to  our 
modes  of  judging.  If  fome  exprtffions  in  the  letter 
favour  of  epifcopal  haughtinefs,  which  was  then 
growing  in  the  church,  the  main  tenor  of  it  contains 
nothing  but  what  Pupian  ought  to  have  attended  to; 
A  readinefs  to  believe  dories,  tending  to  calumniate 
.the  worthier  paftors,  is  a  fnare  which  Satan  has 
too  fuccefsfully  laid  for  the  church  in  all  ages* 
Much  greater  circumfpedion  is  doubtlefs  due  on 
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this  head  than  many  arc  difpofed  to"  pay.  The 
brotherly  fellowfliip  of  churches  much  depends  on 
this  point,  their  endeavouring  to  keep  the  unity 
of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace.  Cyprian  con- 
cludes in  this  nervous  manner :  *'  I  have  written 
thefe  things  with  a  pure  confcience,  and  in  the 
confidence  of  my  God.  You  have  my  letters,  I 
have  yours,  both  will  be  recited  in  the  day  of 
judgment  before  the  tribunal  of  ChriftV 

A  controverfy  now  arofe  in  the  church,  while 
the  pacific  fpirit  of  Valerian  continued  to  protedt 
it,  which  rcflefts  no  honour  on  any  of  the  parties 
concerned  in  it.  The  queftion  was,  whether  per- 
ibns  returning  from  herefics  into  the  church  ought 
to  be  rc-bapfized.  The  aftive  fpirit  of  Cyprian 
was  employed,  partly 'by  a  council  in  Africa,  and 
partly  by  his  letters,  in  maintaining  that  the  bap- 
tifm  of  heretics  w^s  null  and  void,  that  even  No- 
vatian  baptifm  ought  to  be  looked  upon  in  the 
fame  lii^hc,  Stephen  of  Rome  maintained  that  if 
they  were  baptized  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  the 
Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft,  it  was  fufficient  to  re- 
ceive them  into  the  church  by  impolition  of  hands; 
and  though  nothing  was  at  prefent  decided,  be- 
caufe  no  party  had  power  to  compel  others,  yet 
moft  chriftians  have  agreed  long  fince  with  Ste- 
phen. That  the  efficacy  of  a  facrament,  rightly 
adminiftered,  depends  not  on  the  charaSer  of  him 
that  adminifters  it,  is  the  voice  of  good  fenfe  as 
well  as  of  the  church  of  England.  But  the  cha-. 
rafter  which  Cyprian  had  not  undefervedly  ^ac- 
quired by  his  labours  and  fufferings,  procured 
him  a  much  greater  degree  of  ftrength  than  either 
the  importance  of  his  caufe  or  the  weight  of  his 
arguments  merited.  Even  Firmilian  of  Cappa- 
docia  in  a  long  letter  fupported  his  fide  of  the 

queftion. 
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qucftion.  He  occafionally  mentions  in  it  a  ftory  of 
a  woman,  about  twenty- two  years  before  the  date 
of  this  letter,  who  profcfled  hcrlelf  a  prophetcfs, 
and  for  a  long  time  deceived  the  brethren  with  her 
extatic  raptures,  till  one  of  the  exorcifts  confuted 
her  pretenfions.  It  is  worth  while  juft  to  have 
mentioned  this  to  fhew  that  delufions  have  ever 
been  raifed  by  Satan  to  difgrace  the  work  of  God, 
It  appears  by  his  letter  ♦  that  Stephen  behaved 
with  much  violence  and  afperity  in  the  conteft, 
not  even  admitting  to  a  conference  the  brethren 
who  came  to  him  from  diftant  parts,  who  were  of 
Cyprian's  opinion,  and  denying  to  them  the  com- 
mon rights  of  hofpitality.  Another  circumftance 
which  turns  out  in  the  courfe  of  this  controverfy 
is,  that  Cyprian  juftly  enough  decides  that  thofe  J 
whofe  weak  (late  of  health  did  not  permit  them  to 
be  walhed  in  water,  were  yet  fufficiently  baptized 
by  being  fprinkled,  and  obferves  that  the  virtue 
of  baptifm  ought  not  to  be  eftimated,  in  a  carnal 
manner,  by  the  quantity  of  external  apparatus. 

How  weak  alas  is  man  !  A  peace  of  three  years 
has  fet  the  church  in  a  flame  among  themfclves 
for  a  trifle  !  and  one  of  the  beft  and  wifefl:  of  men, 
in  his  day,  by  his  zeal  for  unity  and  his  care  againft 
innovations,  is  betrayed  into  the  fupport  of  an  in- 
defenfible  point  of  mere  ceremony,  which  tends 
to  the  encouragement  of  fuperlrition  and  the 
weakening  of  brotherly  love.  How  foon  do  we 
forget  that  "  the  kingdom  of  God  is  not  meat  and 
drinks  but  righteoufnefs,  and  peace,  and  joy  in 
the  Holy  Ghoft  !**  with  what  difficulty  is  any 
thing  of  the  real  love  of  Jcfus  and  the  fruits  of 
it  preferved  in  the  church.  All  this  proves  in  the 
ilrongeft  manner  how  mighty  and  gracious  the 
Lord  is  in  ftill  prefervlng  a  church  in  the  earth, 

bow 
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how  dark  and  corrupt  man  is»  how  adlive  and 
fubcil  Satan  is,  how  precious  is  that  blood  which 
clcanfes  from  all  iin,  and  how  true  is  that  book 
which  contains  fuch  falutary  dodrine  and  lb  faith- 
fully dcfcribcs  the  mifcry  of  man  !  How  fafely 
may  its  account  of  the  way  of  falvation  be  refted 
on  !  How  pleaQng  the  profped  it  exhibits  of  the 
church  above ! 

The  reader  would  juftly  think  my  time  and  his 
own  ill  fpent  in  unravelling  the  niceties  of  this 
trifling  controverfy.  God  has  a  fcourge  for  his 
froward  children  ;  perfccution  lowers  again  with 
recolleded  ftrength,  and  cbriftians  are  called  on 
to  forget  their  idle  internal  fquabbles,  to  humble 
themfelves  before  him,  and  prepare  for  fcenes  of 
horror  and  defolacion. 


CHAP.     XIV. 


THE  LAST  ACTS  AND  MARTYRDOM  Of  CYPRIAN. 

THE  change  in  the  difpofition  of  Valerian  to- 
wards the  chriftians,  which  now  took  place, 
is  one  of  the  moft  memorable  inftances  of  the  in- 
liability  of  human  charaftcrs.  More  than  all  his 
predeceflbrs  he  was  difpofed  to  kindnefs  towards 
the  chriftians.  Not  even  Philip  was  fo  courteous 
and  friendly  towards  them.  His  palace  was  full 
of  the  friends  of  Jefus,  and  was  looked  on  as  a 
fanftuary.  But  now,  after  he  had  reigned  three 
years,  he  was  induced  by  his  favourite  Macrianus 
to  commence  a  deadly  perfecution.  This  man 
dealt  largely  in  magical  enchantments  and  abo- 
minable faorificesy  he  flaughtcred  children,  and 
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i^icattcrcd  the  entrails  of  new-born  babes  ^.  The 
perfecution  of  chriftians  was  an  exploit  worthy  of 
a  mind  fo  fafcinated  with  diabolical  wickednefs 
and  folly.  He  found  in  Valerian  but  too  ready  a 
difciple.  The  perfecution  began  in  the  year  two 
hundred  and  fifty-feven,  and  continued  the  re- 
mainder of  his  reign,  three  years  and  a  half. 
Stephen  of  Rome  appears  to  have  died  a  natural 
de^th  about  the  begmning  of  it.  For  there  i»  no 
evidence  of  his  martyrdom,  and  we  want  the  proofs 
which  might  there  be  afforded,  whether  his  turbu- 
lent and  afpiring  fpirit  was  combined  with  any 
thing  of  genuine  chriftianity.  He  was  fucceeded 
by  Sixtus. 

Cyprian,  who  had  efcaped  two  perfecutions, 
was  now  made'  the  viftim  of  the  third,  though  by 
flow  degrees,  and  attended  with  circumftances  of 
comparative  lenity.  Every  thing  relating  to  him 
is  fo  interefting,  that  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  pro- 
fecute  his  ftory  in  a  conncAcd  manner  to  his 
death,  and  to  referve  the  narrative  of  other  objefts 
of  this  perfecution  till  attcrwards. 

He  was  feized  by  the  fervants  of  Paternus  the 
proconful  of  Carthage,  and  brought  into  his  coun- 
cil-chamber. "  The  facred  emperors.  Valerian 
and  Gallienus,*'  fays  Paternus,  "  have  done  me . 
the  honour  to  dircft  letters  to  me,  in  which  they 
have  decreed,  that  all  men  ought  to  adore  the 
gods  whom  the  Romans  adore,  and  on  pain  of.  be* 
ing  (lain  with  the  fword.  I  have  heard  that  you 
defpife  the  worfhip  of  the  gods,  whence  I  advife 
you  to  confult  for  yourfelf  and  honour  them.** 
**.  I  am  a  chriftian,'*  replied  the  prelate,  "  and 
know  no  god  but  the  one  true  God,  who  created 
heaven  and  earth,  the  fea,  and  all  things  in  them. 
This  God  we  chriftians  fervc ;  to  him  wp  pray 
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night  and  day  for  all  iticn,  and  even  for  the  eirt- 
perors."  "  You  fhall  die  the  death  of  a  malcfaftor, 
if  you  pcrfevere  in  this  inclination.*"  *'  That  is 
a  good  inclination  which  fears  God,"  anfwered 
Cyprian^  *'  and  therefore  muft  not  be  changed." 
**  You  muft  then,  by  the  will  of  the  princes,  be 
baniflied."  "  He  is  no  exile,"  it  was  replied, 
**  who  has  God  in  his  heart,  for  the  earth  is  the 
Lord's,  and  the  fulnefs  thereof."  Paternus  faid, 
**  Before  you  go,  tell  me  where  arc  your  prclby  ters, 
who  are  faid  to'  be  in  this  city  ?"  With  much 
prefence  of  mind  Cyprian  reminded  him  of  the 
edi£ts  made  by  the  beft  Roman  princes  againft  the 
pradtice  of  informers :  "  They  ought  not  there- 
fore to  be  difcovercd  by  me,  but  you  may  find 
them,  and  you  yourfelves  do  not  approve  of  men 
offering  themfelves  voluntarily  to  you."  "  I  will 
make  you  difcover  them  by  torments."  "  By  me," 
the  intrepid  biihop  rejoined,  **  they  Ihall  not  be 
difcovercd."  "  Our  princes  have  ordered  that 
chriftians  hold  no  conventicles,  and  whoever  breaks 
this  rule  fliall  be  put  to  death."  "  Do  what  you 
are  ordered,"  Cyprian  calmly  replied, 

Paternus  however  wks  not  difpofed  to  hurt 
Cyprian.  Moft  probably  he  refpedcd  the  cha- 
radtcr  of  the  man,  which  by  this  time  muft  have 
been  highly  eftecmed,  through  a  ftiinitig  feries  of 
good  works  in  Africa.  Having  made  fome  inef- 
fe£tual  attempts  to  work  on  his  fears,  he  fent  him 
into  banifhment  to  Curubis,  a  little  town  fifty 
miles  from  Carthage,  fituate  by  the  fea,  over 
againft  Sicily.  The  place  was  healthy,  the  air 
good,  and  by  his  own  defire  he  had  private  lo<lg- 
ings.  The  citizens  of  Curubis^  during  the  eleven 
months  which  he  lived  among  them,  treated  him 
with  great  kindnefs,  and  he  was  repeatedly  vifited 
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by  chriftians.  Here  he  fervcd  his  Divine  Maffer 
in  good  works,  and  Paternus  in  the  interim  died. 

While  he  was  here  he  heard  that  the  perfccutora 
had  feized  nine  bifhops,  with  feveral  priefts  and 
deacons  and  a  great  number  of  the  faithful,  even 
virgins  and  children,  and  after  beating  them  with 
flicks,  had^  fcnt  them  to  work  in  the  copper-mines 
in  the  mountains.  Every  one  of  thefe  bilhops  had 
been  prefent  at  the  laft  council  of  Carthage,  and 
their  nanfies  were  Nemefius,  Felix,  Luciu«,  a  fe- 
cond  Felix,  Litteus,  Polus,  Vidtor,  Jader,  and 
Dativus.  I  cannot  account  for  the  better  treat- 
ment which  Cyprian  received  from  the  Roman 
governors  in  any  other  way  than  by  the  refpcfl: 
that  was  paid  to  his  fuperior  quality,  labours,  and 
virtues.  Be  that  as  it  may,  Providence  favoured 
him  in  a  peculiar  manner.  But  his  fympathizing 
fpirit  could  not  but  be  with  his  brethren;  and 
what  he  felt,  and  how  he  thought,  fee  exprcfled  in 
a  letter  to  Nemefian  and  the  reft. 

"  Your  glory  required,  blefled  and  beloved 
brethren,  that  1  ought  to  come  and  embrace  you, 
were  it  not  that  the  confcflion  of  the  fame  name 
has  confined  me  alfo  to  this  place  :  but  !  exhibit 
myfelf  to  you  as  well  as  I  can,  and  if  it  is  forbid- 
den me  to  come  to  you  in  body,  yet  I  cotpe  in 
fpirit  and  afi'eftion,  exprefling  my  foul  in  letters, 
how  I  exult  in  your  honours,  reckoning  myfelf  a 
partner  with  you,  though  not  in  fufFering,  yet  in 
the  fcllowfliip  of  love.  How  can  I  hold  my  peace, 
when  1  know  f«ch  glorious  things  of  my  dearcft 
brethren,  with  which  the  Divine  appointment  hath 
honoured  you ;  part  of  you  havirig  already  been 
confummated  in  martyrdom,  who  will  receive  a 
crown  of  righteoufncfs  from  the  Lord,  and  the  reft 
as  yet  in  prifons,  or  in  mines,  and  bonds,  exhibiting 
by  the  tedioMfnefs  of  punifhment  greater  argu- 
ments 
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tncncs  to  arm  and  ftrengthen  the  brethren,  by  the 
retardation  of  torments  advancing  to  a  higher 
proficiency  in  chriftian  glory,  and  lure  to  receive 
in  heaven  according  to  their  fufFerings. 

In  truth,  that  the  Lord  has  thus  honoured  you 
affords  me  no  furprize  ivhen  I  confider  the  blame- 
lefs  courfe  of  your  faith  in  the  church,  your  firm 
adherence  to  the  Divine  ordinance,  your  integrity, 
concord,  humility,  diKgence,  mercy  in  cherifhing 
the  poor,  conftancy  in  defence  of  the  truth,  and 
ftridnefs  of  chriftian  difcipline  *,  and  that  nothing 
might  be  wanting  in  you  as  patterns  of  good 
works  even  now  in  the  confeffion  of  your  voice, 
and  in  the  fufferings  of  the  body,  you  (lir  up  the 
miiids  of  the  brethren  to  divine  martyrdom,  by 
exhibiting  yourfelves  as  leaders  of  goodnefs,  fo 
that  while  the  flock  follow  their  paftor  and  imitate' 
their  preGdents,  they  may  be  crowned  in  like 
manner  Jby  the  Lord.  That  you  have  been  griev- 
ouHy 'beaten  by  clubs,  and  have  been  initiated  by 
that  puniihment  in  chriftian  confelCon,  is  a  thing 
not  to  be  lamented.  The  body  of  a  chriftian 
trembles  not  on  account  of  clubs,  all  whofe  hope 
is  in  wood*.  The  fervant  of  Chrifl:  acknowledges 
the  emblem  of  his  falvation ;  redeemed  by  "wood 
to  eternal  life,  by  wood  he  is  advanced  to  the 
crown.  O  feet,  embarrafled  with  fetters  indeed, 
but  quickly  about  to  run  to  Chrifl  in  a  glorious 
courfe  !  Let  malice  and  cruelty  fetter  you  as  they 
pleafe,  quickly  you  will  come  from  earth  and  its 
forrows  to  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  In  thofe  mines 
the  body  is  not  rcfrclhed  by  a  bed,   but  Chrift  is 
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Its  confolation  and  reft;  youf  limbs^  fatigued  with 
labours,  lie  on  the  ground ;  but  to  lie  down  witk 
Chrift  is  no  puniniiiient.  Filth  and  dirt  defile 
your  limbs,  void  of  the  clcanfing  bath  \  but  you 
are  inwardly  waftied  frorA  all  uncleannefii.  Your 
allowance  of  bread  is  but  fcanty;  bur  man  doth 
not  live  by  bread  alone,  but  by  the  word  of  God. 
You  have  no  proper  clothes  to  fence  you.  from  the 
cold ;  but  he  who  h^  pift  on  Chrift  is  clothed 
abundantly." 

He  afterwards  comforts  them  by  fuitable  arguf- 
ments,  under  the  lofs  of  nf^eans  of  grace  and  public 
:i;7or{hip,  and  ipeaks  of  the  Lord  as  rewarding 
Avhat  he  himfeli  hath  performed  in  us.  *'  For  k 
is  of  him  that  Wie  conquer v  it  is  not  ye  that  fpeak, 
'but  the  Spitit  of  your  Father  which  fpeakeih  in 
you."  He  (hews  hence  the  great  fin  of  unbelief 
tn  not  trufting  him  who  promifes  his  ard  to  tbofe 
-who  confefs  him,  and  in  not  fearing  jiim  who 
threatens  eternal  punifhment  to  thofe  who  dei^ 
■him.  In  conclofion  he  begs  their  earneft  prayers^ 
that  he  and  they  may  be  freed  from. the  fnares 
and  darknefs  of  the  world;  that  thofe  who  in 
the  bond  of  love  and  peace  had  ftood  together 
againft  the  injuries  of  heretics  and  the  prefiures 
of  the  heathen,  might  together  rejoice  in  celeftial 
manfions  *. 

Nemcfian  and  the  other  bifliops  returned  him 
an  anfwer  full  of  afFeftion  and  gratitude,  from 
three  different  places  in  which  they  were  confined, 
in  which  they  acknowledge  the  pecuniary  afliftance 
which  Cyprian  fent  them.  He  wrote  alfo  to  Ro- 
gatian  the  younger,  and  other  confeflbrs  who 
were  in  prifon,  mod  probably  at  Carthage,  ani- 
mating them  in  his  ufual  manner  "  to  fpurn  pre- 
fcnt  punifhment  through  the  hope  of  future  joys." 

He 
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He  fpeaks  wkh  qiuch  pkafupc  alfo  of  fbcne  wo* 
fliea  and  boys  who  were  pan ners  of  their  fufier* 
lAgs.  He  recommends  to  them  the  eibmple  of 
the  elder  Rogacian  and  the  ever-quiet  and  fobcf 
Feikiifimus%  who  had  confummated  their  mar- 
tyrdom already. 

.  In  the  year  two  hundred  and  fixty  Cyprian  re^ 
turoing  from  exile  by  permiffion,  lived  in  a  gardea 
near  Ca'rchage,  which  was  now  providentially  re- 
ftorcd  to  him,  though  he  had  fold  it  at  his  firft 
coaverfion.  His  liberal  fpirit  would  have  inclined 
hkn  once  more  to  fell  it  for  the  relief  of  the  neeJy, 
had  he  not  feared  to  attrad  the  envy  of  the  perfe* 
cutors.  Here  he  regulated  the  affairs  ot  the 
church  and  diftribuced  to  the  poor  what  he  had 
left  Here  he  underftood  that  the  perfecution^ 
afm:  a  little  interval,  was  broken  out  afrefli,  and 
keariag  various  reports,  he  fent  Ibme  to  -Rome  to 
gain  certain  information.  From  thef<!  he  learnt^ 
what  he  inunediately  communicated  to  the  bre- 
thren j;,  that  Valerian  had  given  orders  that 
biihops,  preibyters,  and  deacons  fhould  be  put  to 
death  without  delay ;  that  fenators,  noblemen,  and 
knights  fliould  be  degraded  and  deprived  of  their 

£-operty,  and  if  they  fltill  perfifted  to  be  chri(lians» 
ould  lofe  tb^ir  lives;  that  women  of  quality 
ihould  be  deprived  of  their  property  and  banifhed  ; 
that  all  Caeiar's  freedmen  who  Ihould  have  con- 
fefled,  ihould' be  itripped  of  their  goods,  chained 
and  iiuit  to  work  on  his  eftates.  Theft  were  Va- 
lerian's orders  to  the  fenate*  and  thus  he  wrote  to 
the  governors  of  provinces :  *^  Thefe  letters  we 
daily  expeA  to  arrive,  (landing  in  the  firmneis  of 
fiutb,  in  patient  expedation  of  fuflSering,  and 
hoping  from  the  Lord's  hel^  and  kindnefs,  the 
H  h  crown 

^  I  fuppofe  he  ihiis  diflbguifties  iM  from  the  TaAioat  Fcliaf- 

fbiiit>  £pif.  sx.  4resiir.3a. 
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crown  of  eternal  life/'  He  mentions  alfo  the 
news  he^had  heard  of  the  martyrdom  of  Xiftus 
t-he  bifhop  of  Rome,  and  the  daily  ferocity  with 
^hich  the  perfecution  was  carried  on  at  Rome  in 
all  its  horrors.  He  begs  that  the  intelligence  may 
be  circulated  through  Africa,  '^  That  we  may  all 
think  of  death,  not  more  than  immortality,.^  and 
\n  the  fulnefs  of  faith  may  rather  rejoice  at  than 
fear  the  event." 

Galerius  Maximos  had  fucceeded  Patemus  in 
the  proconfulate,  and  Cyprian  was  daily  expeded 
to  be  fent  for.  In  this  awful  crifis  a  number  of 
fenators  and  others^  confiderable  for  their  offices 
or  their  quality,  came  to  him.  Ancient  friend- 
fiiip  melted  the  minds  of  fomeof  them  toward  the 
inan,  and  they  oSTered  to  conceal  him  in  country 
places,  but  his  foul  was  now  a*thir(t  for  martyr- 
dom. The  uncertainty  of  tedious  banilhment 
could  not  be  agreeable  to  one,  who  had  had  fo 
much  experience  of  this  kind;  and  Valerian's  law 
being  exprefsly  levelled  at  men  of 'his  charafter^ 
there  feemed  little  probability  of  his  being  long 
concealed.  I  believe  his  generous  temper,  would 
have  been  hurt  to  have  endangered  any  of  his  old 
pagan  friends  on  his  account.  He  might  then 
heiicate  to  accept  thi^ir  offers,  though  be  would 
by  no  means,  according  to  the  fteady  maxims  of 
his  confcientious  prudence,  do  any  thing  to  ac^ 
celerate.  his  own  death.  Pontius  his  deacon  in  his 
life  t^Us  us,  in  oppofition  to  the  intemperate  zeal 
of  thofe  who  were  tor  giving  thcmfelves  up  to  the 
martyrdom,  that  he  had  his  fears  on  this  bead« 
but  his  fears  were  confcientious,  left  helhould 
difpleafe  God  by  throwing  away  his  life.  He 
continued  ftiU  at  Carthage  exhorting  the  faithful, 
and  wifliing  that  when  hefhould  fufFcr  martyrdom, 
death  might  find  him  thus  employed  for  his  God. 

However 
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However  being  informed  that  thevproconful,  thetf 
at  Utica,  hau  lent  iome  foldiers  to  bring  hicu 
thithcfr,  he  was  induced  to  comply  for  a  leafoa 
with  the  advice  of  his  friends,  to  retire  to  Iome 
^place  of  concealment,  that  he  might  not  fufTcr  ac 
XJcica,  but  if  he  wa^  called  to  martyrdom  mighC 
finiih  his  life  among  his  own  people  at  Carthage^ 
lb  he  ftates  the  matter  in  the  lait  of  his  letters  to 
the  clergy  and  people.  **  Here,"  fays  he,  "  ia 
this  concealment  1  wait  for  the  return  of  the  pra-> 
conful  to  Carchagtr,  ready  to  appear  before  him» 
and  to  fay  what  fhall  be  given  me  at  the  hour* 
Do  you,  dear  brethren,  do  you  agreeably  to  the 
difcipline  you  have  always  received,  and  to  the  in- 
ftru&ions  you  have  learnt  from  me,  continue  ttill 
and  quiet ;  let  none  of  you  excite  any  tumult  oa 
account  of  the  brethren,  or  otfer  himlelf  volunta* 
rily  to  the  Gentiles.  He  who  is  feized  and  deli« 
vered  up  ought  to  fpeak  ;  the  Lord  in  us  will 
ipeak  at  that  hour;  .and  cbnfcfllon  rather  thaa 
protefllon  is  our  duty.'' 

•  The  proconful  being  returned  to  Carthage^' 
Cyprian  returned  to  his  garden  \  while  he  was 
there,  (wo  officers  with  foldiers  came  to  feize  him. 
They  carried  him  in  a  chariot  between  them  to  a 
place  called  Sextus,  fix  miles  from  Carthage,  by 
the  fea  fide,  where  the  proconful  lodged  indif* 
pofcd.  The  proconful  deferred  the  affair  till  the 
next  day,  and  he  was  carried  back  to  the  lodgings, 
of  the- chief  of  the  officers  about  the  diftance  of  a 
ftadium  from  the  prascorium.  The  news  fpread 
through  Carthage,  his  celebrity  on  account  of  his 
good  works  drew  prodigious  crowds  to  the  fcene, 
not  only  of  chriltians,  but  oi  infidels,  who  re- 
vered the  virtue  of  the  man. 
.  The  chief  of  the  officers  guarded  him,  but  in  a 
courteous  manner ;  fo  that  he  ate  with  his  friends^ 
*     H  h  2  "    '  '  and 
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and  had  them  about  him  as  ufuaK  The  chriftiam 
pafltfd  the  night  in  the  ftrcct  before  his  lodgings^ 
and  the  charity  of  Cyprian  moved  him  to  dircft  a 
particular  attention  to  be  paid  to  the  young  wo- 
men  who  were  among  the  crowd.  The  next  day 
the  proconful  fcnt  for  Cyprian*  who  went  to  the 
prxtoriom  attended  by  crowds  of  people.  The 
proconful  not  yet  appearing,  he  was  ordered  to 
wait  for  him  in  a  priv^ate  place^  where  he  fat 
down.  Being  in  a  great  pcrfpiration,  a  foldier^ 
who  had  been  a  chriftian,  offered  him  frefh  clothes. 
**  Shall  we/*  fays  Cyprian,  **^  fcek  for  a  remedy 
for  that  which  may  laft  no  longer  than  to  day  ?" 
He  was  at  length  Brought  into  the  judgment- 
hall,  where  the  proconful  fat.  **  Arc  youThafciul 
Cyprian?"  **  I  am/*  **  Arc  you  he  whom  the 
chriftians  call  their  biftiop  ?'*  *^*  t  am.**  **  Our 
princes  have  ordered  you  to  worftiip  the  gods,** 
**  That  1  fliall  not  do/*  «  You  will  do  beaer  to 
confult  your  fafety^  and  not  defpife  the  gods/' 
**  My  fafety  and  virtue  is  Chrift  the  Lord,  whom 
I  defire  to  fcrve  for  ever.**  *^  I  pity  your  cafe/' 
lays  the  proconful,  "  and  could  wiflj  to  confolt 
for  you/*  **  I  do  not  with/*  fays  the  prelate, 
•*  that  things  Hiould  be  othcrwifc  with  me^  than 
that  adoring  my  God,  I  may  haftcn  to  htm  with 
all  the  ardour  of  my  foul  j  for  the  afBiftions  of  this 
prefent  time  are  not  worthy  to  be  compared  with 
the  glory  which  ftiaU  be  revealed  in  us,**  The 
proconful  now  reddening  with  anger,  fays,  "  You 
nave  lived  facrilegioufly  a  long  time,  and  have 
formed  into  a  focictyTnen  of  an  impious  confpi- 
racy,  and  have  fhcwn  yourfelf  an  enemy  to  the 
gods  and  their  religion,  and  have  not  liearkencd 
10  the  equicable  counfels  of  our  princes,  but  have 
ever  been  a  father  of  the  impious  feft,  and  their 
riirgleader  :  you  Qiatl  therefore  be  an  example  to 

the 


the  pcft,  and  they  fhali  learn  their  duty  by  your 
Wood.  Let  Thafcius  Cyprian^  who  rcfufcs  to  fa* 
criiice  to  the  gods,  be  pur  to  death  by  the  fword.^ 
**  God  be  praifed/'  faid  the  martyr,  ai^d  while 
they  were  leading  him  away,  a  multitude  of  the 

Seoplc  followed  and  criedp  *'  Let  us  die  with  our 
oly  biftiop/* 
A  troop  of  foldiers  attended  him,  and  th^ 
officers  marched  on  each  fide  of  him*  They  led 
him  into  a  plain  furrounded  with  trees,  and  many 
climbed  up  to  the  top  of  them  to  fee  bim  at  a 
diftance*  Cyprian  toolc  off  bis  mantle,  and  fell 
on  his  knees  and  worlhippcd  his  God  ;  then  he  put 
olF  his  inner  garment  and  remained  in  his  Ihirc 
The  executioner  being  come,  Cyprian  ordered 
twenty  five  golden  denarii  to  be  given  him;  he 
himfeif  bound  the  napkin  over  his  eyes,  and  z 
prelbyrer  and  deacon  tied  his  hands  for  him,  and 
the  chriftians  laid  before  him  napkins  and  band- 
kerchiefs  to  receive  hrs  bloQd^  Tbea  his  head 
was  tut  off  by  the  fword  ** 

His  biographer  Pontius  rcprefcnts  faimfclf  as 
wifliing  to  have  died  with  him>  and  as  divided  be- 
tween the  joy  of  his  vi^orious  marryrdom,  and 
forrow  that  himfeif  was  left  behind. 

Thus  after  an  evemful  and  inftruftivc  period 
of  about  twelve  years  fmce  his  cooverfion^  after  a 
variety  of  toils  and  exercifes  an^ong  friends,  and 
open  toes  and  nominal  chrilttans,  by  a  death  more 
gcntie  than  commonly  fell  to  the  lot  of  martyrs,  reft* 
cd  at  length  in  Jefus  the  magnanimous  and  charita- 
ble fpirit  of  Cyprian  of  Carthage,  Anjextraordinary 
pcrfonagc  furely  !  But  the  cbarafter  will  yet  de- 
fcrve  a  more  difVinft  ill uft ration.  Lee  writers^ 
whofc  vifws  arc  fccuhr,  celebrate  their  heroes.^ 
H  h  3  their 

*  A£^f  of  his  Mariyrilom.  Paffion  of  Cypnaa  ui  Fam.  Poatio**t 
Life  of  CyprkUf  ^ad  Fleisif  y't  Hiitory. 
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tticir  ftatefmen,  and  their  philofophcrs ;  and  while 
a  chriftian  talte  is  derided,  let  us  at  leaft  enjoy  the 
rare  felicity  of  thefe  times  of  civil  liberty,  in  env 
ploying  the  prefs  to  do  feme  juflic^,  however 
deficient  our  powers  nnav  be,  to  men  whom  the 
modem  tafte  fcems  willing  to  affion  to  contemp- 
tuous oblivion.  And  let  their  memorial  be  blei^ 
fed  for  ever. 


CHAP.     XV. 

CYPRIAN    COMPARED   WITH    ORIGEN. 

THE  eaft  and  the  weft  beheld  at  the  fame 
time  thefe  two  men,  in  talents,  adivity,  and 
endowments  much  fupcrior  to  the  reft  of  the  chri- 
jftian  world.  I'he  Roman  feems  beyond  compa* 
rifon  to  have  excelled  the  Grscian  in  thofe  things 
in  which  true  chriftian  virtue  confifts;  yet,  as  the 
latter  by  the  fruits  of  his  life  claims  a  jgft  place 
among  faints,  though  miferably  tarnifhed  and 
clouded,  chiefly  by  his  philofophy,  it  may  anfwer 
fome  valuable  purpofc,  not  impertinent  to  the  de- 
iign  of  this  hiftory,  to  enter  into  ^  comparifon 
between  them  in  fome  particulars. 

L  There  may  have  been  as  pious  and  holy  men 
as  Cyprian,  in  the  interval  -of  time  between  the 
Apofttes  and  him,  but  we  have  no  opportunity  of 
knowing  any  other  fo  well.  The  diftind  parti- 
cularity of  the  accounts  (ibncerning  him  makes 
his  character  remarkably  deferving  of  our  atten* 
tion.  Thexlealings  of  God  wjth  a  fmoer,  at  his 
JSrft  converfion,  often:  give  a  ftrong  tindure  to  his 
^rhole  future  life.    Cyprian  was  meant  for  very 

.  great 


grett  and  important  ferviccs  of  an  adive  nature  in 
cbe  chiirch,  attended' with  an  almoft  uninterrupted 
feries  of  fuffcring ;  foch  as  no  man  could  perform 
to  the  glory,  of  God,  but  one  \vho  knew  alTuredlf 
the  ground  on  which  he  ftood,  by  a  (Irong  work 
of  the  Divine  Spirit  on  his  fouL  His  experience 
in  converlion  he  defcribes  himfelf  in  his  letter  to 
Donatus.  His  reception  of  chriftianity  was  not 
«he  efFedt  of  mere  reafoning  or  fpeculation.  Ic 
was  not  carried  on  in  a  fcholaftic  or  philofophical 
manner,  but  may  truly  be  faid  to  have  been  **  in 
demonftration  of  the  Spirit  and  of  power."  He 
felt  the  grace  of  God,  forgivenefs  of  fins  by  Jefus 
Chrift,  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  powerful, 
-exuberant,  and  vidorious.  His  foul  was  brought 
into  the  love  of  God,  and  that  of  the  pureft  kind, 
tempered  ever  with  humility  and  godly  fear;  and 
it  is  very  evident  that  he  always  faw  the  work  co 
be  of  God,  and  had  nothing  to  behold  in  himfelf 
as  wife,  holy,  and  glorious;  that  a  fpirit  of  thank- 
fulnefs  for  redeeming  lov^,  of  fimple  dependancc 
on  the  Divine  promifes,  and  of  fteady  charity  to 
•God  and  man  was  the  refult.  His  race  was  of  no 
long  duration;  about  twelve  years;  by  far  thc^ 
•  greater  part  of  the  time  he  was  bifliop  of  Carthage. 
He  lived  a  chriftian  life,  and  no  part  of  that  was 
exempt  from  much  labour  or  much  affiiftion.  He 
fecms  never  to  have  known  what  it  was  to  fettle 
into  a  luke-warm  ftate.  The  fire  firii  kindled  in 
him  burnt  ferene  and  (leady  to  the  end  of  his  days. 
I  know  that  Moflieim  charges  him  with  an  ambi- 
tious domineering  fpirit  that  invaded  the  rights  of 
the  lower  clergy  and  people  *.  But  I  know  him 
too  well,  though  an  excellent  and  very  judicious 
fecular  hiftorian,  to  trult  his  account  of  men  of 
red  boUnefs.    From  the  moft  attentive  review  1 

have 
♦  Ecclcf.  Hilloryj  Century  a,  Chap.  a. 
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iHrve  been  abk  to  make  of  th<f  Afrioui  prdlaCse^  bjrm 
ftpeM^d  perulal  of  his  writings,  efpeciallf  bis 
cpiftl^,  I  cannot  fee  any  thing  on  which  to  ground 
this  cenfure.     He  did  nothing  in  general  without 
tiie  clergy  and  people^     He  was  ever  fedtrlous  in 
promoting  the  good  of  the  whole.    The  epifcopcd 
.Charafter  itfelf,  through  the  gradual  growth  of 
fuperftition,  though  as  yet  at  no  very  blameable 
^ight  in  the  church,  was  naturally  growing  up  to 
an  cxcefs  of  honour,  and  fome  few  expreffions  fa- 
vouring of  haughtinefs  and  afperity  under  parti- 
<ular  provocation  I  have  obfervcd  in  Cyprian. 
£ut  ambition  was  not  his  vice.     Candour  would 
father  fay  he  was  in  general  influenced  by  a  verjr 
iervcnt  zeal,  doubtlefs  fupported  in  its  exertions 
by  a  temper  remarkably  aAive  and  fanguine.    But 
*when  I  would  look  for  any  thing  felfllh,  proud,  or 
domineering  in  his  general  conduft,  I  am  ftruck 
.'with  the  fteady  tenor  of  gentkrncfs,  charity,*  and 
humility.    In  fine,  had  he  not  been  a  chriftian,  one 
might  have  held  him  forth  to  the  world  as  a  great 
man  ;  if  it  be  the  part  of  a  grrU  man  to  unite,  in 
9,  large  and  capacious  foul,  the  oppofice  qualities 
which  fo  rarely  meet  in  firm  confidence  in  the 
famefubje£b;  fpirit  and  mildnefs,  magnanimity  and 
mercy,  fortitude  and  prudence,  warmth  of  temper 
aod  accuracy  of  judgment,  and  particularly  zeal 
^d  difcretion,  each  in  a  very  high  degree. 

In  Origen*^  converfion  we  fee  nothing  re- 
markable. He  received  chriftianity  more  in  a 
i/ray  of  education.  It  is  not  uiual  with  God  to 
make  ufe  of  fuch  perfons  for  fuch  extraordinary 
iervices,  as  thofe  who  like  Cyprian  in  the  prime 
of  life  have  been  feleded  from  the  world.  Origcn*s 
views  of  the  peculiar  truths  of  chriftianity  were, 
to  fay  no  more,  too  faint  and  general,  nor  ever 
fofficiently  diftinguifbed  from  moral  and  philo- 

fophical 
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ibphicaf '  religion.  *  He  bore  perfecution,*  ^hcik 
young,  with  much  zeal  and  honefty ;  but  he 
lived  many  years  in  peace  and  profpericy^  Sought 
after  by  philofophers,  eftcemed  by  courts,  ahd 
honoured  by  the  great,  he  lived  a  fcbolaftic  rathA* 
than  an  aAive  life  in  the  churchy  always  fully  enl- 
ployed  indeed,  but  more  like  a  fcholar  than  'a 
minifter,  ever  bent  on  promoting  truth  and  holt- 
nefs,  fo  far  as  he  knew  them,  but  always  leaving  otic 
in  pain  becaufe  of  the  defedivenefs  of  his  views» 
His  laft  fcenes  are  the  bell  and  moft  decifivcly 
chriftian.  He  fuffered  persecution  with  the  pi* 
tience  and  honefty  of  a  martyr,  apd  proved  indeed 
whofe  difciple  he  was  on  the  whole.  Molheini 
charges  him  with  difhonefty  in  his  arguments 
againft  CelAis,  and  fays  that  any  one  that  has  pene- 
tration and  judgment  may  difcern  it  *.  I  have  exa- 
mined this  traA,  I  cannot  fay  by  any  means  with 
that  care  with  which  I  have  Cyprian's  letters,  as  I 
do  not  think  it  deferves  it^  but  I  have  examined  it 
£o  far  as  to  be  induced  to  diflent  from  Mofheim. 
Indeed  great  honefty  of  mind  was,  if  1  miftake  not» 
a  ruling  feature  of  Origcn's  character.  When  will 
modern  writers  learn  to  (hew  any  candour  toward 
the  ancients,  and  ceafe  to  fuppofe  all  excellenciifes 
to  be  confined  to  thefe  later  ages  ? 

After  this  general  review  of  thefe  two  men,  arid 
after  it  has  been  owned  that  integrity  and  fairnefs 
of  mind  were  pofiTcffcd  by  both  in  a  very  great 
degree,  if  it  be  a(ked  wherein  lay  the  fuperior  vir- 
tue  of  Cyprian,  1  anfwer,  befides  what  has  been . 
faid  of  the  difference  of  their  converfions,  and 
above  all  of  the  work  of  God  in  their  hearts  all 
along. 

IL  Cyprian 

•  MoOieim^s  Eccl.  Hiftory,  Ccotury  j,  Chap.  3. 
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II.  Cyprian  was  poffcflcd  of  a  fimplicityta 
which  Origen  fecms  ever  to  have  been  a  llrangcr. 
By  (implicity  I  mean  here  a  genuine  and  unadul- 
terated tafte  for  the  dodrine  and  fpiric  of  the  chri* 
ftian  religion,*  juft  as  it  (lands  in  its  real  nature. 
It  is  poffible  for  a  perfon  very  eminent  in  this 
gift,  which  is  purely  divine  and  fpiritual,  not  ip 
know  much  more  of  evangelical  truth  than  ano- 
ther far  inferior  in  this  refpect,  becaufe  the  light 
and  means  of  information  are  very  different  in 
different  ages  of  the  church,  and  it  is  evident  that 
the  third  century  fuffered  a  decline  in  illumina- 
tion. But  where  a  man  is  deficient  in  knowledge^ 
yet  if  his  fimplicity  of  chriftian  tafte  be  very 
llrong,  he  will  be  filent  on  thofe  fubjefts  which 
he  underftands  not,  at  lead  you  (hall  hear  hardly 
any  thing  oppofite  to  any  part  of  Divine  truth. 
This  is  Cyprian's  cafe.  I  cannot  find,  for  in- 
ftance,  that  he  underftood  the  election  of  grace. 
Since  Jultin's  days  the  knowledge  of  it  was  de- 
parting from  the  church.  But  he  oppofed  it  not. 
Origen,  lefs  humble  and  lefs  fubmiffive  to  Divine 
inftruftion,  and  feeling  more  rcfources  in  his  rea- 
foning  powers,  dares  to  oppofe  it  by  an  oppofite 
ftatement  of  the  dodtrine  *. 

In  Cyprian  this  fimplicity  appears  in  a  fupreme 
degree.  He  never  trifles  with  fcripture,  'or  fets 
up  his  reafon  againft  it.  Void  of  the  whole  ap- 
paratus of  Grascian  philofophy,  and  po(rc(red  of 
what  is  much  better,  plain  good  fcnle,  he  takes 
always  the  words  of  fcripture  in  their  firft,  obvious, 
and  moli  natural  meaning,  and  thinks  he  has  luf- 
ficiently  proved  his  point,  when  he  has  fupportedjt 
by  an  appofite  quotation.  His  fpirit  bows  to  the  Di- 
vine Word;  and  hence  faith,  patience,  charity,  hea- 
venly-mindednefs  have  full  dominion  in  his  foul. 

Hence 
#  pbilocalia  xxi» 


Hence  his  fcntimcnts  have  a  ftrehgtfi,  a  purity^  a 
pcrfpicuity  peculiarly  inherent  in  thofc  whoie  r6^ 
ligious  tafte  is  altogether  fcriptural.  Here  it  ife 
that  he  and  Origen  are  oppofite,  *'  toto  CaioP 
,The  latter  is  full  of  platonic  notions  concerning 
the  foul  of  the  world,  the  tranfmigration  of  fpirits, 
free-will,  the  pre-exiftence  of  fouls,  and  allegorical 
interpretations  without  end.  The  firft  and  fimple 
fenfc  of  fcripture  he  too  often  dares  to  rcjedt  en- 
tirely*. David's  fin  in  the  affair  of  Uriah  he 
cannot  admit.  It  feems  he  had  not  fuch  ftrong 
and  palpable  proof  of  his  own  innate  depravity^ 
as  to  fuppofe  it  poiBble  for  fo  good  a  man  to  fall 
fo  foully.  He  has  recourfe  therefore  to  a  hidden 
abftrufe  fenfe.  In  his  numbcrlefs  comments  OA 
fcripture,  he  conftantly  deals  in  fanciful  allegories, 
and  makes  a  fyftem  of  this  fort  which  pervades 
the  whole  of  the  facred  oracles;  and  while  the  juft 
and  plain  fenfe  is  much  negle6ted,  he  covers  the 
whole  with  the  thick  mid  of  myfticifm  and  cbU 
mqrical  philorophy,and  while  he  labours  dill  to  fup-* 
port  the  faith  which  was  once  delivered  to  the  faints^ 
he  mixes  it  with  m^ch  allegorical  tralh,  after  the 
manner  of  his  platonic  mafter  Ammonius,  which 
will  not  incorporate  with  chriftian  doftrine.  Thus, 
by  accommodating  his  interpretation  to  the  then 
reigning  literary  tafte,  he  gained  to  himfelf  indeed 
a  celebrity  of  character  among  the  heathen,  even 
among  the  great  and  the  noble,  but  threw  all 
things  into  inextricable  ambiguity.  The  quick- 
iit{^  of  his  parts  and  his  fuperior  ingenuity  hence 
entangled  him  only  the  deeper,  and  enabled  him 
to  move  in  the  chaos  of  his  own  formation  with 
an  eafe  and  rapidity  that  rendered  him  uncon- 
fcious  of  the  difficulties  in  which  he  had  involved 
)iimfelf. 

One 
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.  One  remarkable  confequence  of  this  dtffcrcncc 
of  charader  was,  that  while  Origen  could  gain 
the  favour  of  the  great  among  the  pagans,  and 
be  heard  by  them  with  patience,  Cyprian  could 
not  be  endured  in  his  preaching  or  writings,  bur 
by  real  chrillians.  And  another  is  this,  that  while 
k  is  no  eafy  thing  to  vindicate  the  foundnefs^of  the 
former  in  chriftian  principles,  the  latter  ftands  in 
full  perfpicuity  chriftian  throughout. 

Such  IS  the  difference  between  a  man  of  finK> 
plicity  and  a  man  of  philofophy  in  religion ;  and 
one  may  on  this  occafion  compare  the  effect  of  a 
philofophical  and  of  a  philological  fpirit.  Orig^e 
had  the  former,  Cyprian  the  latter.  For  eloquence 
was  his  forte,  and  he  poiTeiTcd  all  the  powers  of  it 
in  a  very  high  degree,  according  to  the  tal^e  of  his 
age,  which  was  far  from  being  the  bed.  .  May  it 
not  be  faid,  that  grammar,  hiuory,  criticifm,  ora^ 
iojy  taught  and  acquired,  with  a  proper  fubordi* 
nation  to  Divine  Grace,  and  regulated  by  commpQ 
fcnfe,  are  much  lefs  dangerous,  arui,  in  their  way9 
more  ufeful  endowments  for  a  minifVer  of  Chrift 
than  philofophy  of  any  kind,  metaphyGcal  or  na«> 
rural  ?  I  mean  not  to  exclude  thefe  from  the  eda* 
cation  of  perfons  who  mean  to  be  paftors,  far  froai 
it.  But  this  I  mull  fay^  that  a  lefs  proportion  of 
tbtfe  and  a  greater  proportion  of  thofe  than  what 
agrees  with  the  prefent  fafliionable  tafte,  would 
be  more  advantageous  to  the  church.  The  rear 
foning  powers  may  find  in  the  former  an  vieful 
exercife  and  improvement,  without  the  danger  of 
prefumption  fo  ilrongly  adhering  to  the  latter. 

III.  Having  compared  the  lives  and  the  fpirif 
of  the  men,  let  us  now  view  a  little  the  principles 
of  each.  Of  Cyprian,  after  the  many  quotations 
already  given  from  his  writings,  little  need  be 
added.    Neverthclefs^  as  it  has  lain  more  in  our 

way 
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way  to  confidcr  him  as  addrdfiirg  cfiriftiaM 
than  pagans  or  infidels,  I  fhall  fele£t  a  letter 
cf  his  to  Demetrian,  a  perfecutor  of  chriltian^ 
in  Africa,  in  which  his  manner  of  preaching 
to  men  altogether  profane  and  unconverted  is  ol>^ 
iervabie. 

He  denounces  to  htm  the  plain  threatenin^s  of 
teternal  punilhment,  **  There  remains  hereatter  ♦ 
«n  eternal  prifon,  cOnftanc  flame,  and  perpetual 
puni(hment.  There  the  groans  of  fupplicants  wilt 
not  be  heard,  becaufe  here  you  would  not  hear  the 
terror  of  God's  indignation.'^  He  bids  him  fo- 
lemnly  look  into  himfelf,  and  appeals  to  his  coa- 
^ience  as  affording  full  proof  of  his  guih  before 
God.  And  he  aggravates  the  charge  of  con- 
demnation, becaule  amidfl:  the  miferies  of  the 
times  men  did  not  repent,  and  he  expofes  the  uri- 
reafonablenefs  of  idolatry.  After  exhibiting  in 
lively  colours  the  all-important  fcenes  of  the  laft 
judgment,  he  concludes  with  this  chriftian  exhor- 
tation, which  is  introduced  in  the  true  tafte  and 
order  of  things,  after  he  had  firft  denounced  the 
terrors  of  the  law.  "  Provide  then  for  your  fe- 
curity  and  life,  while  you  may.  We  offer  you 
the  falutary^office  of  our  mind  and  counfel,  and 
becaufe  we  may  not  hate  you,  and  we  pleafe  God 
fDore  by  not  requiting  evil,  we  exhort  you,  while 
there  is  time,  to  pleafe  God  and  to  emerge  from 
the  profound  night  of  fuperftition  to  the  fair  light 
of  true  religion.  We* envy  not  your  advantages, 
nor  do  we  hide  the  Divine  benefits.  We  return 
good  will  for  your  hatred,  and  for  the  torments 
and  punifhments,  ^hich  are  brought  upon  us,  we ' 
ihew  the  paths  of  falvation.  Believe  arid  live;  and 
ye  who  perfecute  us  for  a  time,  rejoice  with  us  for 
ever.    When  you  depart  hence  there  will  be  no 
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«)om  for  repentance,  no  method  of  being  recon* 
<:iied  co  God,  here  life  is  loft  or  held,  here  pro- 
vifion  is  made  for  eternal  falvation  by  the  worfhip 
of  God  and  the  fruit  of  faith,  and  let  no  man  be 
retarded  cither  by  his  fins  or  his  years  from  com- 
ing to  obtain  falvation.  No  repentance  is  too 
late,  while  a  man  remains  in  this  world. 
*  An  accefs  lies  open  to  the  grace  of  God,  and  to 
thofe  who  fcek  and  underftand  the  truth  the  accefs 
is  eafy*  Even  in  the  very  exit  of  life  pray  for  re- 
miiTion  of  fins,  and  implore  the  only  living  true 
God  with  cohfeflTion  and  faith.  Pardon  is  granted 
to  him  who  confcffes,  and  faving  grace  from  the 
Divine  Goodncfs  is  conferred  on  the  believer,  and 
a  man  may  pafs  to  immortality  in  the  very  article 
of  death.  This  grace  Chrift  imparts,  this  office 
of  his  mercy  he  affords,  by  fubduing  death 
through  the  trophy  of  his  crofs,  by  redeeming  the 
believer  with  the  price  of  his  blood,  by  recon- 
ciling man  to  God  the  Father,  by  quickening  the 
dead  with  celeftial  regeneration.  Him,  if  it  be 
pofiible,  let  us  all  follow,  let  us  be  baptized  in  his 
name.  He  opens  to  us  the  way  of  lite,  he  brings 
DS  back  to  paradife.  He  leads  us  to  the  heavenly 
kingdom.  With  him  we  (hall  always  live.  By 
him  made  fons  of  God,  with  him  we  (hall  always 
exult,  recovered  by  his  blood,  we  (hall  be  chri- 
flians  with  Chrift  in  glory,  blcflcd  of  God  the 
Father,  rejoicing  ever  in  his  goodnefs  in  his  fight, 
and  giving  him  thanks  to  eternity;  for  he  cannot 
but  be  always  grateful  and  joyful,  who,  when  he 
was  obnoxious  to  death,  has  been  made  fecure  of 
immortality.** 

With  fuch  an  affeftionate  fpirit,  and  with  fuch 
clearnefs  of  doftrine  did  Cyprian  preach  juftifica* 
tion,  by  faith  only,  to  the  unconverted.  It  muft 
not  be  denied,  that  in  his  addrels  to  men  who  had 
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already  tafted  that  the  Lord  is  gracious,  there  » 
not  the  fame  degree  of  evangelical  purity.  In  his 
Opere  and  Eleemofynis  he  reprcfcrnts  the  duty  of 
alms-giving,  of  which  he  fays  very  excellent  things, 
HI  a  ftyle  that  might  eafiiy  be  conftrued  into  the 
language  of  merit ;  and  as  he  had  not  learnt  to  dif- 
tinguilh  the  Apocrypha  from  the  Old  Tcftamenc, 
he  fupports  his  ideas  with  quotations  from  Tobit 
and'hcckfaafticus.  He  thinks  that  the  filth  we 
contra6t  after  converfion  may  be  wafhed  away  by 
baptifm,  and  has  a  few  other  expreflions  to  the 
fame  purport.  We  have  had  an  experience  of  the 
evil  tendency  of  fuch  language,  which  he  had  not. 
Wc  know  too,  from  the  dependance  on  Divine 
Grace  and  the  Spirit's  illumination,  which  Cyprian 
and  many  other  fathers  of  the  fame  ftamp  had, 
befides  the  teftimony  of  their  holy  lives,  that  the 
fame  expreilions  mean  not  with  them  what  they 
do  in  the  mouths  of  moderns,  full  of  felf-righte- 
oufnefs  and  contempt  both  of  the  grace  of  Chrift 
and  of  the  work  of  the  Holy  Ghoft.  We  are  furc 
chat  the  former  mean  no  oppofition  to  the  grace 
of  God,  becaufe  they  are  humble ;  it  is  but  too 
evident  that  the  latter  do,  becaufe  they  are  proud 
and  fcorn  the  whole  work  of  God  in  the  New 
Binh.  It  had  been  well,  however,  if  faints  had 
never  given  a  handle  to  the-prophanc  to  aduKeratc 
the  dodrines  of  the  gofpel.  But  I  have  before 
obferved  that  Cyprian's  views  of  grace  were  not 
equally  clear  with  thole  of  the  f^rft  chriftians. 
Yet  in  every  fundamental  principle  he  fpeaks  as 
the  Oracles  of  God ;  in  his  addreffcs  to  Pagan?, 
Chrillians,  or  Jews,  he  is  always  fervent  and 
zealous,  •  His  Trad:  on  Patience,  as  a  praftical 
performance,  and  that  on  the  Lord's  Prayer,  as  a 
doftrinal  one,  dcfcrvc  the  higheft  praife.  To  finifli 
here  the  aMOuoc  of  his  works,  they  are  excellenc 
♦  ^-.  in 
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in  their  kind,  and  he  mufl:  have  a  poor  tafte  in* 
diCcd  in  godlinefs  who  will  not  find  the  perufal  of 
^m  refrelhing  to  his  foul.  But  he  (hines  aiucb 
more  in  pra&ical  than  in  fpeculative  divimty*. 
The  (hortnefs  of  his  chriftian  life  and  the  weight 
of  his  employnients  will  eafily  account  for  this. 

I  wi0i  it  were  as  eafjr  to  clear  the  doftrinal 
charafter  of  Origen  from  reproach.  The  ancients 
ihemfelves  were  onuch  divided  in  their  views  of 
ibis  opinion  concerning  the  Son  of  God.  It  is  cer- 
lain  that  the  Arians  of  the  fourth  century  feemed 
to  receive  fome  countenance  from  him»  aod  men 
who  had  fo  very  little  afliftance  from  precedents^ 
ivere  glad  to  catch  at  the  (hadow  of  an  argument 
drawn  from  his  illuftrious  name.  Were  bis 
Itrianifm  indeed  full  and  confcfled  on  all  hands» 
nrhac  wo^ld  it  'avail  as  an  argument ;  I  fay  ooc 
againfl:  the  fcriptu{:es»  but  againft  the  joint  con- 
fent  of  the  whole  church  for  three  hundred  years? 
Even  the  very  oppofition  nude  againft  his  cha- 
faster,  by  many,  (hews  how  zealous  the  church  had 
ever  been  in  the  defence  of  the  doctrine  of  the 
Trinicy.  I  fee  no  profit  from  entering  this  wide 
field.  His  books  again!):  Celfus,  in  which  he  ably 
defends  chriftianity  againft  philofophy  and  pagan-> 
ifm,  with  his  Fhilocalia,  are  thofe  alone  which  I 
have  had  opportunity  to  read,  and  thefe  want  noi 
iufficiently  deciQve  pafiages,  were  they  not  em-« 
Jbarrafled  by  others  of  a  more  doubtful  caft. 

It  is  certain  however  that  one  who  thought  fo 
xapidly,  wrote  fo  much,  and  had  his  eyes  fo  fteadily 
on  his  philofophy,  muft  have  dropped  many  things 
jfroni  his  pen,  which  he  would  not  have  faid  a  le- 
icond  time,  had  he  confidered  them.  That  he 
never  meant  to  hold  any  thing  dilFerent  from  the 
general  creed,  is  certain  from  the  pains  he  took 
againft  hgretics,  as  weU  a«  his  gmeuL  chaca^ter* 
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tjis  erroneous  fentenccs  fccnti  then  more  pro- 
perly to  contain  queries  and  conjedtures  thaii 
iettled  opinions.  Athanafius  (and  he  mu(t  be  al- 
lowed to  have  been  a  judge  of  this  matter)  be- 
lieved him  to  be  found,  and  quotes  him  to  prove 
our  Lord's  co-eternity  and  co  cffcntiality  with  the 
Father.  And  he  obfcrvcs  that  what  things  he 
wrote  by  way  of  controverfy  and  difputation  are 
not  to  be  looked  on  as  his  own  words'^. 

The  belt  defence,  after  all,  of  Origen,  lies  in 
the  general  holinefs  of  his  life,  and  patient  fuf- 
fcring  for  the  faith  of  Chrift  in  his  old  age.  And 
I  rejoice  that  amidft  all  the  tra(h  with  which  his 
writings  abound,  we  have  yet  this  unqueilionable 
tcftimony  that  he  kept  the  commandments  of  God, 
and  had  the  faith  of  Jcfus.  The  great  lofs  of  his 
works,  particularly  his  very  voluminous  commen- 
taries, is  not  much  to  be  regretted.  But  there 
are  two  fentences  J  in  them  which  deferve  to  be 
quoted  at  length.  He  thus  fpeaks  on  thefe  words, 
Rom  ;j,  "  we  conclude  that  a  man  is  juftified  by 
faith,  &c.  "  the  juftification  of  faith  only  is  fufficient^ 
fo  that  if  airy  only  believe^  he  may  he  juftified^  though 
no  good  work  hath  been  fulfilled  by  him  ;'*  and  again, 
on  the  cai'e  of  the  penitent  thief,  "  he  was  juftified 
by  faith  without  the  works  of  the  law;  becaufe 
concerning  th.s  the  Lord  did  not  inquire  what  he 
had  before  done,  neither  did  he  ftay  to  a(k  what 
work  he  would  perform  after  he  had  believed, 
but  being  julbfied  by  his  confeffion  only,  he,  go- 
ing to  paradife,  carried  him  as  a  companion  along 
with  him.'* 

Thus  the  precious  doftrine  of  juftification, 
though  too  much  fullied  and  covered  with  rub- 
bifti,  even  in  the  third  century,   was  yet  alive  in 
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the  faith  of  the  moft  dubious  eharaders  among 
the  Ante-nicenc  fathers.  This  it  was  that  kept 
Origen,  with  all  his  hay  and  ftubble,  Brm  on 
chrtflian  foundations,  and  diftinguilhed  him  radi- 
cally from  an  enemy  of  Chrift. 

IV.  If  we  compare  the  public  life  of  thefc  two 
men,  the  Gnecian  ihines  in  a  fcholaftic,  the  Ro- 
man in  a  pailoral  capacity.  Origen  appears  as  an 
author,  and  moves  in  a  fphere  calculated  for  the 
learned*.  Cyprian  is  a  preacher,  and  like  the 
Apoftles  addrcffcs  equally  all  forts  of  men.  Yet, 
through  the  pride  of  corrupt  nature,  he  was  moft 
likely  to  be  attended  to  by  the  poor-,  refinement 
of  thought  he  valued  not;  to  addrefsr  the  heart  and 
confcience,  and  to  reduce  every  religious  con- 
fideration  to  real  praftice,  this  was  his  aim.  Yet 
Origen  was  ufefully  employed  in  untying  knotty 
fpeculations,  in  arguing  down  hercfies,  and  in  re- 
commending chriftianity,  or  fomething  like  chri- 
.ftianity,  to  the  learned  world.  No  doubt  his  la- 
bours would  be  of  fome  ufe  amidft  the  mifchicf 
'which  the  accommodating  fchcme  produced ;  but 
the-paftoral  labours  of  Cyprian,  as  they^  would 
not  be  received  at  all  by  prejudiced  philofophers, 
fo  where  they  were  received,  left  effcfts  of  unadul- 
terated piety,  through  the  Divine  influence  that 
attended  them.  As  a  chriftian  bifhop,  hardly  any 
age  has  feen  his  fuperior  in  adtivity,  difintereftcd- 
nefs,  ftcady  attention  to  difcipline,  equally  remote 
from  extremes  of  negligent  remiffnefs  and  im- 
prafkicablc  fevcrity;  a  charity  and  a  patience  un- 
wearied, and  ever  confiftent.  He  may  fafely  be 
recommended  as  a  model  to  all  paftors,  and  par- 
ticularly to  thofe  of  epifcopal  rank,  through 
Chriftendom.  Whoever  of  them  feel  a  defire  to 
ferve  God,  in  the  moft  arduous  and  the  moft  im- 
portant  of  all  profeffions»  next  after  the  ftudy  of 

the 


(    499    ) 

the  facred  Oracles,  may  profitably  give  their  days 
and  nights  to  Cyprian.  All  his  genoine  writings, 
the  correfpondence  with  Stephen  of  Rome,  and 
what  relates  to  the  controverfy  between  them  ex- 
cepted, deferve  to  be  ftudioully  pcrufed  :  his  let^ 
ttrs  mod  of  all}  yet  unlcfs  a  man  has  himfelf  ex^ 
pcrienced  the  New  Birth  unto  righteoufnefs,  he 
cannot  be  expeded  to  relifh  them  muchv  if  he  is 
regenerated  indeed,  it  is  fcarce  pofiible-  for  him 
not  to  feel  a  generous  glow  of  the  pureft  godlinefs 
from  the  reading  of  them  with  care  and  atten*^ 
tion.  That  fuch  bifliops  were  more  frequent  ia 
Europe  is  devoutly  to  be  wiflied.  What  avails  goo(L 
fenfe,  tafte,  learning,  without  chriftian  fimplicity^ 
and  a  heart  above  the  world,  its  flatteries  or  its 
frowns  I  Whoever  would  fee  what  chriitian  bi- 
Ihops  were  once,  and  ftill  ought  to  be,  let  hiai 
contemplate  the  prelate  of  Carthage. 

V.  But  the  chief  point  of  view  in  which  the 
contrail  between  thefc:  two  perfons  is  moft  ftriking, 
is  in  the  confequences  and  fruits  of  their  labours 
and  their  works.  Before  Cyprian's  time  Africa 
appears  to  have  been  in  no  very  flourifbing  ftatp 
with  refpcdt  to  chriftianity.  Within  twelve^  years 
he  was  the  inftrument  of  moft  material  fervice  ia 
recovering  many  apoibates,  in  reforming  difcipiine, 
and  in  reviving  the  eflfence  of  godlinels.  His  ex* 
ample  was  moft  fragrant  among  them  for  ages. 
The  honours  paid  to  his  memory  demonftrate  it. 
Certain  it  is,  that  his  diocefe,  once  the  fcene  of 
Punic  grcatnefs,  continued  long  after  one  of  the 
iTioft  precious  gardens  of  chriftianity,  as  1  ihall  have 
abundant  occafion  to  fticw  in  the  courfe  of  this 
hiftory,  Ihould  I  be  allowed  to  continue  it.  But 
the  mifchiefs  of  Origen's  tafte  and  fpirit  in  reli- 
gion were  inexpreflible.  Talents  and  learning!— 
Fie  who  poifeifes  much  of  them  has  more  abun- 
I  i  2  danc 
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dant  need  to  learn  humility  and  divine  cautioif. 
If  he  does  not  much  benefit  mankind  by  them,  ht 
is  in  danger  of  prejudicing  them  much.  No  man, 
not '  altogether  unfound  and  hypocritical,  ever 
more  hurt  the  church  of  Chrift  than  Origen.  From 
the  fanciful  mode  of  allegory  introduced  by  him, 
uncontrouled  by  fcriptural  rule  and  order,  arofe  a 
vitiated  method  of  commenting  on  the  fcripturcs, 
which  has  been  fucceeded  by  a  contempt  of  types 
and  figures  altogether,  jud  as  his  fanciful  ideas  of 
letter  and  .fpirit  tended  to  remove  from  men's 
minds  all  right  conceptions  of  genuine  fpiritu- 
tlity.  A  thick  mift  for  ages  pervaded  the  chriftian 
world,  fupported  by  his  abfurd  allegorical  mode. 
The  learned  alone  were  looked  at  as  guides  im? 
plicitly  to  be  followed ;  and  the  vulgar,  when  the 
literal  fenfe  was  hifled  oflF  the  ftage,  had  nothing 
to  do  but  to  follow  the  authority  of  the  learned. 
It  was  not  till  the  days  of  Luther  and  Melanfthon 
that  this  evil  was  fairly  and  fuccefsfully  oppofed. 
If  I  have  carried  the  parallel  to  a  greater  length 
than  the  juft  laws  of  hiftory  allow,  the  importance 
of  the  cafe  is  my  only  apology.  Let  the  whole 
be  confidered  in  connection  with  two  pafTages  of 
St.  Paul :  •'  I  am  jealous  over  you  with  a  godly 
jealoufy,  left  your  minds  be  corrupted  from  the 
fimplicity  that  is  in  Chrift  ;'*  and  **  hath  not  God 
made  foolifh  the  wifdom  of  this  world  ?'* 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     XVI. 

OTHER   PARTICULARS  OF  VAL1RIAN*S  PERSECUTION." 

IT  has  been  already  mentioned  that  Cyprian 
heard  of  the  death  of  Sixtus,  bilhop  of  Rome, 
a  little  before  his  own  martyrdom.  In  purfuance 
of  the  cruel  orders  of  Valerian,  for  carrying  on  the 
perfecution,  he  had  been  feized  with  fome  of  his 
clergy.  While  they  were  carrying  him  to  execu- 
tion, Laurentius,  his  chief  deacon,  followed  him 
weeping,  and  faid,  "  Whither* goeft  thou,  father, 
without  thy  fon  ?*'  "  Sextus  faid,  "  You  (ball 
follow  me  in  three  days.**  We  may  fuppofe  him 
to  have  been  poffcffcd  with  the  fpirit  of  prophecy 
in  faying  this,  becaufe  we  are  certain  that  miracu- 
lous gifts  were  as  yet  by  no  meains  cxtinft  in  the 
church.  But  perhaps  the  declaration  was  not  out 
of  the  reach  of  common  f^gacity  from  the  circum- 
Aances  of  affairs. 

After  Sixtus*s  death  *  the  Prefeft  of  Rome, 
moved  by  an  idle  report  of  the  immenfe  riches  of 
•the  Roman  church,  fent  for  Laurentius,  and  or- 
dered him  to  deliver  them  up.  Laurentius  re- 
plied, **  Give  me  a  little  time  to  fet  every  thing 
in  order,  and  to  take  an  account  of  each  particu- 
lar.** The  Prefeft  granted  him  three  days  time. 
In  that  fpace  Laurentius  colleded  all  the  poor 
who  were  fupported  by  the  Roman  church,  and 
going  to  the  Prefeft,  faid,  "  Come,  behold  the 
riches  of  our  God;  you  (ball  fee  a  large  court  full 
of  golden  veffcls.**  The  Prefeft  followed  him, 
but  feeing  all  the  poor  people  he  turned  to  Lau- 
rentius with  looks  full  of  anger.  "  What  are  you 
difpleafed  at  ?**  faid  the  martyr;  "  the  gold  you 
io  eagerly  defire  is  but  a  vile  metal  taken  out  of 
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the  earth,  and  fcrves  as  an  incitement  to  all  forts 
of  crimes-,  the  true  gold  is  that  Light  whofc 
difciples  thcfe  poor  men  are.  The  milcry  of  their 
bodies  is  an  advantage  to  their  fouls,  fin  is  the 
true  difcafe;  the  great  ones  of  the  earth  arc  the 
truly  poor  and  contemptible.  Thcfe  are  the  trea? 
furcs  which  I  promifed  you,  to  which  I  will  add 
precious  ftones.  Behold  thefe  virgins  and  widows; 
they  are  the  church's  crown  i  make  ufe  of  thefe 
riches  for  the  advantage  of  Rome,  q(  the  Eqiiperor, 
and  ypurfelf.'- 

Doubtlefs  had  the  Prefeft's  mind  been  at  all 
difpofed  to  receive  an  inftruftivc  Icffon,  he  had 
Itiet  with  one  here.  The  liberality  of  phriftians  in 
maintaining  a  great  number  of  objcfts,  and  looking 
for  n9  recompence  but  that  which  (hall  take  place 
at  the  rcfurreftion  of  the  juft,  while  they  patiently 
bore  afflickion,  ^nd  humbly  rcftcd  on  an  unfeen 
Saviour,  was  perfcftly  agreeable  to  the  mind  of 
him  who  bids  his  difciples  in  a  well-known  para- 
ble to  relieve  thofe  who  cannot  rccompenfe  them*. 
How  glorious  the  fcene,  at  a  time  that  the  reft  of 
the  world  were  tearing  one  another  in  pieces,  and 
philofophcrs  aided  xpt  the  miferies  of  men  in  the 
Icaft  !  But  as  the  perfecutors  would  not  hear  the 
doftrines  explained,  fo  neither  would  they  fee  the 
precepts  exemplified^  with  patience.  "  Do  you 
mock  me?**  cries  the  Prcfed;  *^  I  know  you  value 
yourfclves  for  contemning  death,  and  therefore  you 
fliall  not  die  at  once."  1  hen  he  caufed  him  to 
be  ftripped,  extended,  and  fattened  to  a  gridiron, 
and  in  that  manner  to  be  broiled  to  death  by  a 
flow  fire.  When  he  had  continued  a  confiderablc 
time  on  one  fide,  he  faid  to  the  Frcfeft,  *'  Let  me 
be  turned,  I  am  fufficicntly  broiled  on  one  fide." 
And  when  they  had  turned  him  he  faid,  *Mt  is 

enough, 
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enough,  ye  may  eat."  Then  looking  up  to  hea- 
ven, he  prayed  for  the  convcrfion  of  Rome,  and 
gave  up  the  ghoft  ! 

I  give  this  ftory  at  fome  length,  becaufe  ic  has 
fufficient  marks  of  credibility,  and  is  fupported  by 
the  evidence  of  Auguftine.  I  cannot  go  on  with 
Fleury  in  various  other  ftories.  He  feems  ready 
to  believe  every  thing.  Gibbon  to  believe  no- 
thing, in  fubjeds  of  martyrology.  Whatever 
Judgment  they  may  be  poffeffcd  of,  it  remains 
in  both  equally  unexercifed;  indifcriminate  incre- 
dulity being  as  blind  a  thing  as  indifcriminate  be- 
lief. It  is  th«  duty  of  a  reafonable  creature  to 
iJifcern  and  to  diftinguifii;  this  requires  laboar 
and  judgment.  Fleury *s  method  needs  only  the 
former.  Gibbon's  neither  the  one  nor  the  other. 
Where  I  believe  not,  I  fay  nothing ;  where  I  be- 
lieve, I  relate,  and  endeavour,  as  well  as  I  can,  nei- 
ther to  impofe  on  my  readers  nor  on  myfclf. 

The  two  following  ftories  carry  with  them 
every  internal  mark  of  credibility.  The  one  illii- 
ftrates  well  that  fcripture,  "  out  of  the  mouths  of 
babes  and  fucklings  thou  haft  ordained  ftrengthj" 
and  the  other  another  fcripture,  "  If  ye  forgive 
not  men  their  trcfpaffes,  neither  will  your  heavenly 
father  forgive  your  trcfpafles  *.** 

At  Casfarea  in  Cappadocia  a  child  named  Cyril 
fliewcd  uncommon  fortitude.  He  called  on  phc 
name  of  Jefus  Chrift  continually,  nor  could  threats 
or  blows  prevent  him  from  owning  chriftianity. 
Many  children  of  his  own  age  perfecuted  him  ^ 
and  his  own  father  drove  him  out  of  his  houfe, 
with  the  applaufes  of  maqy  for  his  zeal  in  the  fup- 
port  of  paganifm.  The  judge  ordered  him  to  be 
brought  before  him,  and  faid,  ^*  My  child,  1  will 
pardon  your  faults,  your  father  (hall  receive  you 

t  See  Fleory,  book  7,  Adt  fincen,  %sSf  M4« 
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^ain  5  it  is  in  your  power  to  enjoy  your  father's 
cftate,  provided  you  arc  wife,  and  take  care  of 
your  own  intereft."  "  I  rejoice  to  bear  your  re-P 
proaches,"  replied  the  child,  "  God  will  receive 
me;  I  am  glad  that  I  am  expelled  out  of  our  houfe; 
I  fhall  have  a  better  manfion  •,  I  fear  not  death, 
becaufe  it  will  introduce  me  into  a  better  life,** 
Pivine  Grace  having  enabled  him  to  witnefs  this 
good  confefliort,  he  was  ordered  to  be  bound  and 
Jed  as  it  were  to  execution.  The  judge  had  given 
fecret  orders  to  bring  him  back  again,  hoping  that 
the  fight  of  rtie  fire  might  overcome  hisrefolu- 
tion.  Cyril  remained  inflexible.  The  humanity 
of  the  judge  induced  him  ftili  to  continue  his  re- 
monftrances.  ''  Your  fire  and  yi)ur  fword,**  fays 
the  young  martyr,  **  are  infignificant.  I  go  to  a 
better  houfe  and  more  excellent  riches ;  difpatch 
me  prefently,  that  1  may  enjoy  them."  The 
fpeftators  wept  through  compaflion.  *'  You 
fhould  rather  rejoice,"  fays  he,  "  in  conducing 
me  to  my  punilhment.  You  know  not  what  a 
city  I  am  going  to  inhabit,  nor  what  is  my  hope." 
Thus  he  went  to  his  death,  and  was  the  admiration 
of  the  whole  city. 

There  was  at  Antioch  a  prefbyter  named  Sa- 
pricius,  and  a  layman  called  Nicephorus,  who, 
through  fome  mifunderftanding,  after  a  remarkable 
intimacy,  became  quite  eftranged  from  one  ano- 
ther, and  would  not  even  faiute  in  the  ftreet. 
Nicephorus  after  a  time  relented,  begged  for- 
givenefs  of  his  fault,  and  took  repeated  meafures 
to  procure  a  reconciliation,  but  in  vain  He  even 
ran  to  the  houfe  of  Sapricius,  and  throwing  him- 
felf  at  his  feet,  entreated  his  forgivenefs  for  the 
Lord's  fake;  the  prefbyter  continued  obftinate. 

In  this  fituation  of  things  the  perfecution  of 
Valerian  reached  them  fuddenly,  and  Sapricius 

was 
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was  carried  before  the  governor  and  was  ordered 
to  facrifice  on  the  command  of  the  emperors,  f'  We 
chriftians,"  replied  Sapricius,  "  acknowledge  for 
our  King  Jefus  Chrift,  who  is  the  true  God, 
creator  of  heaven  and  earth.  Let  idols  perifli 
who  can  do  neither  good  nor  hurt.**  The  Prcfeft 
tormented  him  a  long  time,  and  then  ordered  him 
to  be  beheaded.  Nicephorus  hearing  of  this,  runsf 
up  to  him,  as  he  is  leading  to  execution,  and 
renews,  in  vain,  the  fame  fupplications.  The 
executioners  deride  his  humility  as  pcrfeft  folly. 
But  he  perfevercs,  and  attends  Sapricius  to  the 
place  of  execution.  There  he  fays  further,  "  Afk 
and  it  (hall  be  given  you,  and  foon.**  But  not 
even  the  mention  of  the  word  of  God  itfelf,  fo 
fuitabie  to  Sapricius'^  own  circumdances,  cpu)4 
move  his  fpirit. 

Sapricius,  fuddenly  forfaken  of  God,  recants, 
and  promifes  to  facrifice.  Nicephorus,  amazed, 
exhorts  him  to  the  contrary,  but  in  vain.  H^ 
then  fpeaks  to  the  executioners,  *^  I  believe  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord  Jcfus  Chrift  whom  he  hath  re- 
nounced.** The  officers  return  to  give  an  accounp 
to  the  governor,  who  ordered  Nicephorui?  to  bp 
beheaded. 

The  account  ends  here:  but  if  Sapricius  lived 
to  repent,  as  I  hope  he  did,  he  might  fee  what  a 
thing  it  is  for  a  miferablc  mortal,  whofe  fufficiency 
refts  entirely  on  Divine  Grace,  to  defpife,  con- 
demn, or  exult  over  his  brothen  The  laft  became 
the  firft,  and  God  Ihewed  his  people  wonderfully  by 
this  cafe,  that  he  will  fupport  them  in  their  fufFer- 
ings  for  his  namej  but  at  the  fame  time  will  have 
them  to  be  humble,  meek,  and  forgiving.  This 
is  the  firft  inftance  I  have  feen  of  a  man  attempt- 
ing to  fufFer  for  Chrift  on  philofophical  groynds, 
and  it  failed.    Let  chriftians  and  men  of  felf- 
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fuiliciency  be  ever  thus  kept  afunder,  and  let  both 
their  caufe  and  their  fpirit  be  prefcrved  diftinft 
and  feparate. 

It  appears  that  chriftian  fortitude  is  a  very  dif- 
ferent thing  from  the  pride  of  philofophy,  or  the 
fuUennefs  of  Indians,  and  cannot  even  fubfift  in 
the  abfcnce  of  chriftian  mecknefs  and  charity. 
Phiiofophers  and  favagcs  can  maintain  the  hardy 
fpirit  or  nature  amidft  the  higheft  gratifications  of 
malice  and  ferocity.  The  fpirit  of  fufFering  for 
Chrift  being  above  nature,  and  wrought  jn  the 
heart  by  the  grace  of  Chrift,  cannot  fubfift,  if  fhc 
Spirit  of  God  be  provoked  to  leave  the  fufferer, 
and  the  event  of  this  ftory  ftiews  how  little  rea- 
fon  infidels  have  to  plume  themfelves  on  the  hardi- 
nefs  of  others,  who  have  fufFered,  befides  chri- 
ftians.     Tl^eir  fpirit  is  of  a  quite  different  nature. 

Dionyfius  of  Alexandria,  whom  Divine  Provi- 
dence had  fo  remarkably  prcferved  in  the  Decian 
perfecution,  lived  to  fuffer  much  alfo  in  this,  but 
not  to  death.  Eufcbius  has  prefcrved  fqme  ex- 
trafts  of  his  Writings,  which  not  only  inform  us 
of  this,  but  alfo  throw  fome  conftderable  light  on 
the  efFcfts  of  this  perlecution  in  Egypt*. 

He  was  brought  before  -ffimiliap  the  Prefcft, 
with  the  prefbyter  Maximus,  and  three  of  his 
deacons,  Fauftus,  Eufebius,  and  Cha^remon,  and 
a  certain  Roman  chriftian.  -ffimilian  ordered  the 
bifhop  to  recant,  obferving  that  his  fo  doing  might 
have  a  good  influence  on  others.  It  wa^  an- 
fwered,  **  We  ought  to  obey  God  rather  than 
man  ;  I  worfhip  God  who  alone  ought  to  be  wor- 
ihipped."  "  Hear  the  clemency  of  the  emperor," 
fays  ^milian  :  "  You  are  all  pardoned,  pro- 
vided you  return  to  a  natural  duty,  adore  the 
^ods  who  guard  the  empire,  and  forfake  thofc 

thifi^s 
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things  which  arc  contrary  to  nature."  Dionyfiua 
anfwered,  "  All  men  do  not  worfhip  all  gods^ 
but  men  worfhip  variouQy  according  to  their  fen- 
timents.  But  we  worlhip  the  One  God  the 
maker  of  all  things,  who  gave  the  empire  to  the 
nioft  clement  emperors  Valerian  and  Gallienus^ 
to  whom  we  pour  out  inceffant  prayers  for  theit 
profpcrous  adminiftration."  **  What  can  be  the 
meaning,'*  fay5  ^milian,  "  why  you  may  not  ftill 
adore  that  God  of  yours  (fuppofing  him  to  be  a 
God^  in  conjunSion  with  our  gods  ?'*  Dionyfius 
anfwered,  "  We  worfhip  no  other  God." 

From  this  remarkable  queftion  of  the  Prefeft, 
it  is  evident  that  men  might  have  been  tolerated 
in  the  worfhip  of  Jefus,  if  they  had  allowed 
idolaters  alfo  to  be  right  in  the  main,  by  affo- 
ciating  idols  with  the  true  God.  The  firmnefs  of 
chriflians,  in  this  refpeSb,  provoked  their  enemies.. 
The  quarrel  is  the  fame  at  this  day  againft  real 
chriflians  •,  they  muft  be  condemned  as  bigots, 
becaufe  they  cannpt  allow  the  world  to  be  right 
in  the  eyes  of  God. 

iEmilian  banifhed  them  to  a  village  near  the 
(defart  called  Cephro.  And  thither  Dionyfius, 
though  fickly,  was  conftrained  to  depart  imme- 
diately. "  And  truly,**  fays  Dionyfius,  **  we  are 
not  abfent  from  the  church,"  (meaning,  I  fuppofe, 
his  own  church  at  Alexandria)  **  for  I  flill  gather 
fuch  as  are  in  the  city  a#if  I  were  prefent  -,  abfent 
indeed  in  body,  but  prefent  in  fpirit.  And  there 
continued  with  us  in  Cephro  a  great  congregation, 
partly  of  the  brethren  which  followed  us  from  the 
city  (Alexandria)  and  partly  of  them  which  came 
from  Egypt.  And  there  God  opened  a  door  to 
me  to  fpeak  his  word.  Yet  at  the  beginning  we 
fuffered  perfecution  and  (toning,  but  at  length  not 
a  few  of  the  pagans  forfook  their  idols  and  were 
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converted.  For  here  we  had  an  opportunity  to 
preach  the  word  of  God  to  a  people  who  had 
never  heard  before.  And  as  God  had  brought  us 
among  them,  after  ojiir  miniftry  was  there  com- 
pleted, he  removed  us  to  another  place.  I  hearing 
that  ^milian  had  ordered  that  we  fhould  depart 
from  Cephro,  and  not  knowing  the  place  whither 
we  were  to  go,  yet  took  my  journey  cheerfully. 
Undcrftanding  that  Colluthio  was  the  place,  I  felt 
much  diftrefs.  It  was  reported  to  be  deftitute  of 
aiU  the  comforts  of  fociety,  infefted  by  thieves, 
and  expofed  to  the  tumults  of  travellers.  My 
companions  know  well  the  efFeft  this  had  on  my 
mind.  I  proclaim  my  own  (hame  •,  at  Brft  I 
grieved  immoderately.  It  was  a  confolation  how- 
ever that  it  was  nigh  to  a  city.  1  was  in  hopes 
from  the  nearnefs  of  the  city,  that  we  might  en- 
joy  the  company  of  dear  brethren,  and  that  parti- 
cular aflemblies  for  divine  worfhip  might  be  efta- 
blilhcd  in  the  fuburbs,  which  indeed  came  to  pafs.** 

Amidft  this  fcantinefs  of  information,  and  con- 
veyed in  no  great  perfpicuity  or  beaijty  of  ftyle,  as 
far  as  appears  from  the  (light  fpecimens  we  have  of 
Dionyfius,  it  appears  that  the  Lord  was  with  him, 
and  made  his  fufferings  to  tend  to  the  furtherance 
of  the  gofpel.  His  confefiion  of  his  own  heavinefs 
of  mind  does  honour  to  his  ingenuoufnefs,  and  the 
ftrength  of  Chrift  was  made  perfcft  in  his  weaknefs. 

In  another  epiftle  he  gives  a  brief  account  of 
the  fufFerings  of  others  -,  it  deferves  to  be  rranf- 
fcribcd  as  a  monument  of  the  greatnefs  and  vio- 
lence of  Valerian*s  perfecution. 

**  It  may  ftem  fuperfluous  to  recite  the  names 
of  our  people  ;  for  they  were  many,  and  to  me 
unknov/n.  Take  this  however  for  certain:  There 
were  men  and  women,  young  men  and  old  mcn> 
virgins  and  old  women,  foldiers  and  vulgar  per- 
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fons,  of  all  forts  and  ages.  Some  after  ftripes 
and  fire  were  crowned  vidors,  fome  after  the 
fword,  fome  others  fiifficiently  tried  in  a  fmall 
tinne,  were  acceptable  facrifices  to  the  Lord.  You 
all  heard  how  I  and  Caius,  and  Fauftus,  and  Peter, 
and  Paul,  when  we  were  led  bound  by  the  cen- 
turion and  his  foldiers,  were  fcized  by  certain 
men  of  Mareota,  and  drawn  away  by  violence, 
againft  our  wills.  And  I,  and  Caius,  and  Peter, 
alone  deprived  of  the  other  brethren,  were  fhut 
up  in  a  defart  and  dreary  part  of  Lybia,  diftant 
three  days  journey  from  Paraetonium,  in  the  defart 
and  dreary  country.'*  I  fuppofe  the  reft  of  the 
company  were  refcued  by  the  mob.  Afterwards 
he  fays,  ".  In  the  city  there  hid  themfelves  fome 
who  vifitcd  the  brethren  fecretly:  of  the  minifters, 
Maximus,  Diofcorus,  Demetrius,  Lucius.  For 
two  others  of  greater  note,  Fauftinus  and  Aquila, 
now  wander,  1  know  not  where,  in  Egypt.  And 
of  the  deacons,  the  reft  dying  of  difcafes^  there 
remained  alive  Fauftus,  Eufebius,  and  Chasremon. 
God  ftrengthened  and  inftrufted  Eufebius  from 
the  beginning  to  minifter  diligently  to  the  con- 
feflbrs  in  prifon,  and  to  bury  the  bodies  of  the 
holy  martyrs,  not  without  great  danger.  The 
prefident  to  this  day  ceafes  not  cruelly  to  flay 
fome  that  .are  brought  forth,  to  tear  in  pieces 
others  by  torments,  to  confume  others  more  flowly 
by  bonds  and  imprifonments,  commanding  that 
none  come  nigh  them,  and  inquiring  daily  if  any 
fuch  perfons  appear.  Yet  God  ftill  refrefhes  the 
af&ifted  with  confolatioQ  and  the  attendance  of 
the  brethren/' 

This  Eufebius,  here  honourably  mentioned,  was 
fohic  time  after  biftiop  of  Laodicea  in  Syria,  and 
Maximus  the  prefbyter  was  fucccflbr  to  Dionyfius 
lA  Alexandria,     And  Fauftus  was  referved  to  the 

days 


(     510    ) 

days  of  Dioclelian  again  to  fufftf,  even  to  blood. 
At  Casfarca  in  Paleftine  three  pcrfons  were  de* 
▼ourcd  by  wild  beads,  Prilcus,  Malcus,  and 
Alexander.  Thcfe  perfons  led  an  obfcure  life  in 
the  country ;  but  hearing  of  the  multitude  of 
executions,  they  blamed  ihemfelves  for  their  floth, 
came  to  Gaefarea,  went  to  the  judge^  and  obtained 
the  obje<a  of  their  ambition.  A  woman,  inclined 
to  the  hercfy  of  Marcion,  of  the  fame  city,  fuf- 
fcred  likewife.  Cyprian  of  Carthage,  and  above 
all  our  Divirtc  Mailer,  condemned  the  too  for- 
ward  zeal  of  the  former,  which  yet  was,  ic  i^ 
hoped,  not  without  the  real  love  of  his  name; 
and  Marcion's  herefy  might  more  nominally  than 
really  cleave  to  the  latter. 

After  three  years  employed  in  perfecution.  Va- 
lerian was  taken  prifoner  by  Sapor  king  of  Pcrfia, 
y^ho  detained  him  the  reft  of  his  life,  and  made 
ufe  of  his  neck  when  he  mounted  his  horfe,  and 
at  length  had  him  flead  and  falted.  This  event 
belongs  to  lecular  rather  than  church-hiftory. 
But  as  it  is  perfectly  well  atteftedy  and  no  one  that 
1  know  of,  but  Mr.  Gibbon^  ever  afFcded  to  dif- 
believe  it,  it  cannot  but  ftrike  the  mind  of  any 
one  who  fears  God.  Valerian  had  known  and  rc- 
fpefted  the  chriftians :  his  perfecution  muft  have 
been  a  fin  againft  the  light,  and  it  is  common  with 
Divine  Providence  to  punifli  fuch  in  a  very  ex- 
emplary manner. 

Tho» church  was  rcftored  to  reft  after  Valerian's 
captivity.  About  the  year  two  hundred  and 
fix ty- two  Gallienus  hiiJ  fon  and  fuccelTor,  in  other 
refpeds  no  reputable  emperor,  proved  a  fineefc 
friend  to  the  chriftians,  {topped  the  perfecution 
by  edicts,  and  had  the  condelcenfion  to  give  the 
bilhops  his -letters  of  licence  to  return  to  their 
paftoral  charges.     Here  folUws  one  of  them  pre* 
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fcrved  by  Eufcbius.  "  The  emperor  Csefar— 
Gallicnus  to  Dionyfius,  (I  fuppofc  the  bi(hop  of 
Alexandria  then  in  exile)  Pinna,  Demetrius,  with 
the  reft  of  the  bilhops.  The  benefit  of  our  fa- 
vour  we  cfommand  to  be  publifhed  through  the 
world,  anfd  1  have  therefore  ordered  cVery  one  to 
withdraw  from  fuch  places  as  are  devoted  to  re- 
ligious ufes ;  fo  that  you  may  make  ufe  of  the  au- 
thority of  my  edift  againft  any  molcftation-,  and  I 
have  fomc  time  fincc  granted  what  you  may  now 
freely  enjoy  j  wherefore  Cyrenius  the  governor  of 
the  province  will  obfcrvc  the  refcript  which  I 
have  fcnt."  He  direftcd  alfo  another  cdift  to 
other  bifliops,  by  which  he  reftorcd  to  them  the 
places  in  which  they  buried  their  dead. 

Were  it  needful  at  this  day  to  refute  the  rafli 
calumnies  of  Tacitus  and  others  againft  the  chri- 
ftians,  one  might  appeal  to  thefe  two  edicts  of 
Gallienus.  It  is  impoflible  that  either  of  them 
could  haye  taken  place,  had  it  not  been  unde- 
niable that  the  chriftians,  even  to  the  time  beyond 
the  middle  of  the  third  century,  were  men  of 
probity  and  worthy  the  protedtion  of  government. 
As  it  is  impoflible  to  avoid  this  conclufion,  the 
deepeft  ftain  rcfts  on  the  characters  of  Trajan, 
Dccius,  and  Valerian,  men  highly  refpe£ted  in 
fecular  hiftory,  for  treating  with  favagc  ferocity 
fubjefts  of  the  beft  chara^ers.  But  God,  Who. 
has  the  hearts  of  all  men  in  his  hand,  provided  a 
proteftor  for  them  in  Gallienus,  after  an  unejc- 
ampled  courfe  of  heavy  perfecution  for  the  three 
laft  reigns.  Gallienus  himfelf  feems  to  have  beea 
more  like  a  modern  than  an  ancient  fovereign,  a 
man  of  tafte,  indolence,  and  philofophy;  difpofed 
to  cherilh  every  thing  that  looked  like  knowledge 
and  liberty  of  thinking;  by  no  means  fo  kind  and 
generous  in  his  conftant  practice  as  his  profeffion 
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the  bcft  timely  without  their  fhare  of  it;  nor  i9  it 
39  the  power  of  ^tbe  belt  governments  to  proteft 
men  of  godlinefs  from  the  malice  of  the  world  in 
^11  cafes.  We  faw  an  inftance  of  this  in  the 
reign  of  Commodus  •,  fee  another  under  the  reign 
joi  Gallienus.  At  Ccfarea  in  Paleftine  there  was 
x>ne  Marinus  a  foldier  of  great  bravery,  of  noble 
family,  and  very  opulent.  The  office  of  centurioti 
being  vacant,  Mariqu^s  was  called  to  it.  Another 
foidier  came  before  the  tribunal,  and  faid  that  by 
the  laws  Maripus  was  incapacitated,  becaufe  he 
was  a  chridian  and  did  not  do  facrifice  to  the 
emperors ;  but  that  he  himfelf,  as  next  in  rank^ 
ought  to  have  it.  Achseus  the  governor  afked 
Marinus  what  was  his  religion;  on  which  he  cori* 
feflcd  himfelf  a  chriftian.  The  governor  gave 
him  three  hours  fpace  to  deliberate.  Upon  this 
Theotecnes,  biibop  of  Ca^atea,  calls  Marinus 
from  the  tribunal,  takes  him  by  the  hand,  and 
leads  him  to  the  church,  (hews  him  the  fword  that 
hung  by  his  fide,  and  a  New  Teftament  which  he 
pulled  out  of  his  pocket,  and  bids  him  choofe 
Which  of  the  two  he  liked  beft.  Marinift,  ftretch- 
in^  out  his  right  band,  takes  up  the  Holy  Scrip* 
tpre.  ♦*  Hold  faft  then,"  faid  Theotecnes,  "  cleave 
to  God,  and  what  you  have  chofen  you  (hall  en«> 
joy,  being  ftrengthcned  by  him,  and  depart  in 
peace."  After  he  had  returned  thence  he  was  by 
the  crier's  voice  prdered  to  appear  again  at  the 
bar,  the  time  of  three  hours  being  expired.  There 
be  manfully  confeflcd  the  faith  of  Chrill,  heard 
the  fentence  of  condemnation,  and  was  beheaded* 
Without  more  acquaintance  with  the  particu- 
lar ^  inditutes  of  Roman  law  on  this  fubjedt,  it 
is  not  eaiy  to  reconcile  this  proceeding  with  the 
([d^A  of  Gallienus.     Perhaps  the  aft  of  Achsus 
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ffMS  iikgal,  or  fome  particular  military  law  might 
^and  againft  the  martyr.  The  faA  however  refts 
.^n  the  beft  authority,  and  the  profeflion  of  arms 
•had  ftiil  thofe  among  them  who  loved  Jefus,  fince 
't)ie  days  of  Cornelius. 

The  greateft  luminary  in  the  church  at  this 
•time  was  Dionyfius  of  Alexandria.  His  works 
care  loft ;  but  a  few  extrafts  of  tliem  prefcrved  by 
£ufebius  have  been  given,  and  fome  few  more 
may  here  be  introduced.  Speaking  of  the  Sabel- 
lian  herefy,  which  h^  now  made  its  appearance, 
be  fays: 

*  ♦^  As  many  brethren  have  fent  their  books 
and  difputations  in  writing  to  me  concerning  the 
-impious  do6krine  lately  iown  at  Pcntapolis  in 
Pcolemais,  containing  many  blafphemies  againft 
the  Almighty  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift,  and  alfo  much  infidelity  concerning  his 
only- begotten  Son,  the  Jirji  begotten  of  every  area- 
*ture^  and  the  word  incarnate,  and  alfo  fenfelefs 
Ignorance  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  fome  of  them  I  have 
tranftribed  and  fent  the  copies  to  you." 

This  is  the  firft  account  of  the  origin  of  Sabel- 
lianifm,  a  plaufible  corruption,  no  doubt,  perhaps 
•  the  moft  fo  of  all  thofe  which  oppofe  the  myftery 
of  the  Trinity.  But  like  all  the  reft  it  fails  for 
want  of  fcripture  evidence,  and  Ihcws  itfclf  only 
•to  be  a  weak  attempt  to  lower  to  human  reafon, 
what  was  never  meant  to  be  amenable  to  its  tri- 
bunal. The  careful  diftinftions  of  Dionyfius,  in 
lecounting  the  perfons  of  the  Trinity,  were  very 
proper  in  fpeaking  of  an  Jierefy  which  con- 
founds the  perfons,  and  leaves  them  nothing  of 
thofe  diftinft  charafters  on  which  the  nature  of 
ifae  gofpel  fo  much  depends. 

This 
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This  biihop  alfo  delivers  his  fentimfnts  in.  the 
controvcrfy  concerning  the  re-baptizing  of  bccp- 
tics  again  ft  the  praftice,  and  he  condemns  with 
great  fcverity  the  Novatian  fchifm,  bccaufe,  fa^s 
he,  *'  it  charges  the  moft  loving  and  merciful 
God  with  unmercifulncfs  *.•*  Yet  in  the  former 
fubjeft  he  confeflcs  himfclf  daggered,'  for  the 
prefent  at  leaft,  in  his  opinion  by  a  certain  faft. 
^*  When  the  brethren  were  gathered  together,  a 
certain  perfon  allowed  to  ht  found  in  the  faith, 
an  ancient  miniftcr  of  the  clergy,  before  ray.tinic, 
being  prefent  when  fome  were  baptized,  and  hear* 
ing  the  interrogatories  and  refpohfes,  came  to  me 
weeping  ^nd  wailing,  and  falling  proftrate  at  ihy 
feet,  protefted  that  the  baptifm  which  he  had  re* 
ceived  being  heretical,  could  not  be  the  true  bap- 
tifm, and  h^d  no  agreement  with  that  which  was 
in  ufe  an^ong  us,  being  full  of  impiety  and  blaf- 
phemy.  He  owned  that  the  diflrefs  of  his  con* 
fcience  was  extreme,  that  he  durft  not  prefume  to 
lift  up  his  eyes  to  Qod,  bccaufe  he  h^d  been  bap* 
tized  with  profane  words  and  rites.  He  begged 
therefore  tb^be  baptized,  which  I  durft  not  do, 
but  told  hirn  that  frequpnt  communion  many 
times  adminiftered  might  fuffice  him.  When  he 
had  heard  thankfgiving  founded  in  the  church, 
and  had  fung  to  it  Amen «,  when  he  had  been  pre- 
fent at  the  Lord^s  table,  and  had  ftretched  forth 
his  hand  to  receive  the  holy  food,  and  had  com- 
municated, and  of  a  long  tinie  had  been  partaker 
of  the  body  and  blood  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
I  durft  not  re-baptize  him,  but  bade  him  be  of 
good  cheer  and  of  a  fure  faith,  and  boldly  ap- 
proach to  the  communion  of  faints.  Notwith- 
standing all  this,  the  man  mourneth  continually, 
hi^  horror  keeps  him  from  the  Lord's  table,  and 
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tie  fcarce  With '  much  intreaty  can  join  in  the 
prayers  of  the  church.** 

We  have  no  farther  account  of  this  matter. 
The  man  was  one  of  thofe  whom  ihtre  is  all  reafon 
to  believe  the  God  of  Grace  woulJ  in  due  time  re- 
lieve The  dcteftation  of  herefy,  and  the  marked 
diftindtion  of  true  chriftianity  from  it,  were  as  yet 
in  fome  circumftances  carried  into  an  extreme  Dif^ 
tiph'ne  was  hitherto  not  negledted  in  the  church: 
On  the  whole,  it  was,  as  (  have  obferved,  exceffive 
even  to  fuperftition.  Satan's  temptations  are  ever 
ready  to  drive  into  defpair  truly  penitent  and  con- 
trite fpirits.  The  whole  (lory  breathes  a  fpirit 
the  very  antipode  to  the  licentious  boldnefs  of  our 
times,  and  marks  the  peculiar  charader  of  the 
piety  of  the  age  of  Dionyfius,  fincere,  but  mixt 
with  fuperftition  *.  * 

The  celebration  of  the  feafl:  of  Eafter  and  of 
other  holy  days  forms  the  fubjeft  of  another  of 
his  cpiftlcs.  It  will  fufiice  juft  to  have  men- 
tioned this.  . 

Dionyfius  had  now  returned  from  exile  to 
Alexandria,  and  found  it  involved  in  the  horrors 
of  a  civil  War.  On  the  feaft  of  Ealtcr,  as  if  he 
-was  ftill  in  banifhment,  he  wrote  to  his  people, 
who  were  in  another  par;  of  the  city,  with  which 
he  could  have  no  intefcourfe.  Writing  to  Hicrax 
an  Egyptian  bilhop  at  Tome  diftancc,  he  fayf?,  "  It 
is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  it  is  difficult  for 
me  to  converfe  by  cpiftles  with  thofe  at  a  dillance, 
when  I  find  myfelf  here  precluded  from  having 
any  intercourfe  with  my  own  bowels.  I  am  cdri- 
ftraincd  to  write  to  them,  though  citizens  of.  the 
fame  church,  and  how  my  writings  may  be  con- 
veyed to  them  fcems  difficult.  A  man  may  more 
eafiljr  travel  from  eaft  to  welt  than  from  Alexandria 
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to  Alexandria.  The  iriirfdlc  road  of  this  city  ii 
more  impaffable  than  that  vaft  wildcrncfs  which 
the  II radices  wandered  through  in  two  genera- 
tions." He  goes  on  to  defcribc  the  miferies  of 
war  and  bloodflied,  of  plagues  and  difeafes,  with 
v^hich  Alexandria  at  that  time  abounded,  and 
complains  that  the  people  ftill  repented  not  of 
their  fins." 

.  Writing  to  the  brethren,  he  fays,  *♦  Now  every 
thing  is  full  of  lamentations,  every  one  does 
nothing  but  mourn  and  howl  through  the  cFry^ 
becaule  of  the  multitude  of  corpfes  and  the  daily 
deaths. — Many  of  our  brethren^  becaufe  of  their 
great  love  and  brotherly  charity,  fparing  not  them- 
Iclves,  cleaved  one  to  another;  vificcd  the.  fick. 
without  fear  or  caution,  and  attended  upon  them 
diligently;  and  in  doing  thcfe things  they  loft  their 
own  lives,  by  catching  the  infc&ion,  and  volun- 
tarily transferred  the  forrows  of  others  upoa 
themleivcs.  in  this  manner  the  beft  of  our  bre- 
thren departed  this  life,  of  whom  fome  were 
prelbycers,  fome  deacons,  highly  reverenced  by 
the  common  people."  He  then  goes  on  to  ob- 
ferve  with  what  care  and  affection  the  chriftians 
attended  the  funerals  of  their  friends,  while  the 
pagans  in  the  fame  city,  through  fear  of  catching 
the  infedion,  defcrted  and  negleded  theirs.  Un-  • 
doubtcdiy  he  delcribes  here  a  ftrong  pifture  of  the 
charity  of  chriftians,  and  of  the  feifilhnefs  of  other 
men.  It  belongs  to  true  chriftianity  to  produce' 
fuch  fruits,  though  in  fome  refpedts  they  might 
be  carried  farther  than  real  chriftian  prudence  * 
would  vindicate.  But  every  lover  of  jefu^  is  re-  ' 
freihed  to  find  the  certain  marks  of  his  fpirit  and 
prefence  among  his  people. 

There  was  one  Nepos,  an  Egyptian  bifhop,  who 

taught  that  the  Millennium  .was  to  commenq? 
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alterthe  refufreAion,  and  defcribed  che  happinefs 
of  faints  as  much  confifting  in  corporeal  enjoy.' 
meats.  DionyGus  thought  the  notion  dangers- 
oils,  yet  his  candour  inclined  him  to  entertain  a^ 
good  opinion  of  Nepos  on  the  whole.  He  com* 
rriends  his  faith^  his  diligence,  his  (kill  in  Holy 
Scripture,  and  his  agreeable  pfalmody,  with  which 
hiany  of  the  brethren  were  delighted.  As  however 
he  thought  his  opinions  dangerous,  he  oppofed 
them.  When  he  was  at  Arfenoita  he  fpent  three 
day^  with  the  brethren  infeAed  with  the  views  of 
Nepos,  and  explained  the  fubjeft.  He  fpeaks 
with  much  commendation  of  the  candor  and  do- 
cility of  the  people,  particularly  of  Coracion  their 
leader,  who  owned  himfetf  brought  over  to  the 
fentiments  of  Dionyfius.  The  authority  of  Di- 
onyfius  (bems  to  have  quafhed  the  opinions  of 
Nepos  in  the  bud.  The  confcquence  of  an  in- 
jvdicious  and  unfcriptural  view  of  the  Millennium, 
rejefted  and  refuted  by  a  bifhop  of  candor,  judge* 
menr,  and  authority,  was,  that  the  doctrine  icfelf 
continued  for  z%cs  intich  out  of  repute.  The 
learned  reader  netd  not  be  told  with  how  much 
clearer  light  the  doflrine  has  been  revived  and 
confirmed  in  our  days. 

Dionyfius  finding  how  much  ufe  had  been  made 
of  the  Revelation  of  St.  John  in  fupport  of  the 
doArine  of  the  Millennium,  gives  his  thoughts 
on  the  book,  confefling  with  nnich  modefty  his 
i^gnorance  of  its  fcope,  owning  that  he  did  not 
underftand,  though  he  reverenced  it. 
'  The  fubtilty  and  reftlefs  fpirit  of  thofc  who 
corrupted  the  doftrine  of  the  Trinity  have  ever  had 
this  advantage,  that  While  they  without  fear  or 
fcruple  could  fay  what  they  pleafe,  its  defenders 
ace  reduced  to  the  neceffity  either  of  leaving  the 
fields  chcoi  CAtirdy^  or  of  expofing  themielves  to 

the 
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the  fpeck>u9  charge  of  human  inventions,  ot  ewh 
of  fame  herefy  oppofite  co  chat  which  they  are  op* 
pofing.  This  lalt  was  the  cafe  of  Dionyfius  oa 
accouftt  of  his  opix>fuion  to  Sabellianifm.  The 
Icantinefs  of  our  ideas,  an4  the  extreme  difficult/' 
of  cloathing  with  proper  expreflions  thofe  very  ia« 
adequate  ones  which  we  have  on  a  fubjed  fo  pro«^ 
found,,  naturally  expofe  us  to  this  charge,  from 
which  yet  the  chariuble  zeal  of  thofe  who  fe^' 
through  the  deligns  of  heretics,  and  who  iove 
truth,  mixt  with  lome  neceflary  confufion,  above 
error,  though  it  were  the  garb  of  fimplicity,  will: 
not  be  difpofed  to  (brink  on  a  proper  occafion.  Sa* 
bellius  bad  taken  pains  to  confound  the  perfons  of 
the  Father  and  the  Son.  Dionyfius  (hewed,  by  un- 
equivocal tcftimony,  that  the  Father  was  not  the 
fame  as  the  Son,  nor  the  bon  the  fame  as  the  Father. 
Dionyfius,  bi(faop  of  Rome,  being  informed  of 
(hefe  things,  aflembled  a  council,  in  which  the 
doftrine  attributed  to  his  name-fake  of  Alexandria 
was  difapproved,  and  wrote  to  him  with  a  view  to 
give  him  an  opportunity  of  explaining  himfelf. 

The  bilhop  of  Alexandria  with  great  clearnefs^ 
candour,  and  moderation,  explained  himfelf  ac 
large  in  a  work  which  he  entitled  a  Refutation 
and  Apology*.  In  the  fmall  remains  of  this 
work  it  appears,  that  he  held  the  confubftaa* 
tiality  of  the  Son  with  the  Father,  and  he  de- 
fcribed  the  Trinity  in  Unity,  equally  fleering  clear 
of  the  rock  of  Sabellianifm,  which  confounds  the 
perfons,  and  that  of  Arianifm,  which  divides  the 
fubitance.  And  it  appears  that  his  tedimony  may 
be  added  to  that  of  the  primitive  fathers  ail  along 
on  this  fubjeft. 

**  The  Father,  fays  he,  cannot  be  feparated  from 
the  Son^  as  he  is  tii^  Father;  for  that  name  at  the 

fame 
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(kmc  time  eftabliflics  the  relation.  Neither  cair 
the  Son  be  feparated  from  the  Father ;  for  thcf 
word  Father  implies  the  union  ;  and  the  Spirit  is 
ip  their  hands,  becaufc  it  cannot  exift  without 
him  who  fends  it  to  him  who  bears  it.  Thus  we 
underftand  the  indivifible  Unity  of  the  Trinity; 
and  we  comprehend  the  Trinity  in  the  Unity 
without  any  diminution."  This  account  was  fa- 
t'isfadtory  to  the  whole  church,  and  was  allowed 
to  contain  the  fenfe  of  chnftians  on  the  dodrine. 

In'  the  year  two  hundred  tod  fixty-four  the 
herefy  of  Paul  of  Samofata  began  to  be  famous, 
and  a  degeneracy  both  in  principle  and  pradicey 
hitherto  ycty  uncommon  within  the  pale  of  chri- 
fiianicy,  attradied  the  notice  of  all  who  wiihed 
well  to  the  fouls  of  men.  Paul  was  the  bifhop 
of  Antioch  :  it  gives  one  no  very  high  idea  of  the 
ftate  of  ecclefialtical  difcipline  in  diat  renowned 
church,  that  fuch  a  man  fliould  ever  have  been 
placed  at  its  head  at  all.  But  it  is  no  new  thing 
for  even  fincere  chriftians  to  be  dazzled  with  the 
parts  and  eloquence  of  corrupt  men.  The  ideas 
of  this  man  icem  to  have  been  perfectly  fecular, 
and  Zenobia  of  Palmyra,  who  at  that  timeitiled 
herfelf  Queen  of  the  Kaft,  and  reigned  over  a 
large  part  of  the  empire,  which  had  been  torn 
from  the  indolent  hands  of  Gallienus,  defirefl  his 
inftruftions  in  chriftianity  *.  It  does  not  appear 
that  her  motives  had  any  thing  in  them  beyond 
philofophical  curiofity.  The  maftcr  and  the  fcho- 
iar  were  well  fuited  to  each  other,  and  Paul 
taught  her  his  own  conceptions  of  Jefus  Chrift^ 
that  he  was  by  nature  a  common  man  as  we  are. 
The  diforders  of  his  life  and  the  heterodoxy  of 
jiis  dodtrine  couki  no  longer  be  endured.  There 
is  in  fadt   more  neceflary  connexion    between 

thefe 
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thcfc  two  than  the  world  is  rc^djr  to  believe ;  bit* 
caufe  hoiinefs  can  only  be  the  effe£t:  of  chrrftian 
truth.  The  bifhops  met  at  Antioch  to  confidcr 
his  cafe  ;  among  thefe  particularly  Firmilian  of 
Gsefarea  in  Cappadocia,  Gregory  *  Thaumaturgus^ 
and  Athenodorus,  who  were  brethren  and  bifhops 
in  Pontu&»  and  Theotecnes  of  Cacfarea  in  Paleftine. 
A  number  of  minifters  and  deacons  befides  met 
together  on  the  occafion.  In  feveral  feflions  the 
cafe  of  Paul  was  argued.  Firmilian  feems  to  hav6 
prefided,  and  Paul  was  induced  to  recant,  and 
gaVe  Tuch  appearances  of  fincerity  that  Firmilian 
and  the  council  believed  him.  The  matter  flepc 
therefore  for  the  prefent,  and  Paul  continued  iu 
his  bifhopric. 

It  was  in  this  year  two  hundred  and  fixty-four, 
the  twelfth  of  Gallienus,  that  Dionyfius  of  Alexan- 
dria died,  after  having  held  the  See  feventeen 
^  years.  He  had  been  invited  to  the  council }  buc 
pleaded  in  excufe  his  great  age  and  infirmities : 
he  however  fent  a  letter  to  the  council  contain- 
ing his  advice,  and  addrefled  the  church  of  An- 
tioch without  taking  any  notice  of  her  bifhop. 
This  was  the  laft  fervice  paid  by  this  great  and  * 
good  man  to  the  church  of  Chrift,  after  having 
gone  through  a  variety  of  hardfhips,  and  dif- 
tinguilhed  himfelf  by  his  fteady  piety  in  the  caufe 
of  ChriO:.  His  having  been  a  pupil  of  Origen 
in  his  younger  years  was  no  great  advantage  to 
his  theological  knowledge ;  but  there  are  in  him 
the  ftrongelt  marks  of  unqucftionable  good  fenfc 
and  moderation,  as  well  as  of  genuine  piety,  and 
it  is  to  be  regretted  that  our  materials  concerning 
him  are  fo  dcfedive. 

Gallienus  having  reigned  fifteen  years,  Claudius 
Succeeded  j  and  after  a  reign  of  two  years,  in  which 

he 
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he  continued  the  prote&or  of  chfiftians^  Aa« 
reltaiii  became  emperor.  Under  him  a  lecond 
council  was  convened  concerning  Paul  of  Samofata. 
Hts  diflimulation  was  apparent,  and  the  fame  in- 
tolerable corruption  appearing  both  in  hia  doc* 
trine  and  in  his  morals,  ic  behoved  the  friends  of 
Chrxft  to  fliew  that  all  regard  for  his  perfbn  and 
precepts  was  not  lofl:  in  the  chriftian  world*. 
Seventy  bifliops  appeared  at  the  fynod,  among 
^hom  Tbeotecnes  of  Casfarea  in  Paleftine  was 
ftill  one  of  the  principal.  They  waited  fome 
time  for  the  arrival  of  Firmilian  of  Cappadocia^ 
who  had  been  invited,  and  was  on  his  way  not- 
withftanding  bis  great  age ;  but  he  died  at  Tarfus 
in  the  year  two  hundred  and  fixty-nine.  He  had 
been  one  of  the  greatelt  luminaries  of  the  day, 
and.fo  had  Gregory  Thaumaturgus  of  Pontus^ 
who  died  in  the  interval  between  the  firft  and 
fecond  council.  It  was  not  in  the  power  of  every 
one,  who  really  believed  and  loved  the  truth  as  it 
is  in  Jefus,  to  confute  and  expofe  in  a  proper 
manner  the  artifices  of  Paul. 

Whoever  has  feen  the  pains  ukeo  at  this  day 
by  men  of  Paul's  perfuaiion,  to  cover  their  ideas 
under  a  cloud  of  ambiguous  exprefTions,  and  to 
reprefent  chemrdves,  when  attacked,  as  mean- 
ing the  fame  thing  with  real  chriftians,  while 
at  other  times  they  take  all  pofllble  pains  to  un- 
dermine the  very  fundamental  dodrioes  of  the 
gofpcl,  will  not  be  furprilcd  that  Paul,  artful, 
eloquent,  and  deceitful  as  he  was,  (hould  be  abie 
to  give  a  fpecious  colour  to  his  ideas.  But  there 
was  one  Malchion  a  prefbyter  in  the  council, 
who  added  to  the  foundnefs  of  chriftian  faith 
great  fkill  in  the  art  of  reafoning,  having  been  a 
long  time  governor  of  the  fchool  of  humanity  at 

Antioch. 
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Afitioch.  His  talents  were  of  fervice  oft  thU  oc- 
caiion ;  his  difputation  againft  Paul  was  preferved 
in  writing  to  the  timd  of  Eufebius;  and  he  fo 
prefled  the  ambiguous  Paul,  that  he  made  him  to  , 
declare  himfelf  and  (hew  what  he  really  was. 
There  needed  no  more  to.  condemn  hinv  All  the 
biQiops  agreed  to  his  depofition  and  exclufion 
from  the  chriftian  church. 

No  faS:  in  church-hiftory  is  more  certain  than 
this,  and  the  demonftratioh  is  clear  from  thence^ 
that  Socinianifm  in  the  year  two  hundred  and; 
fixty-nine  was  not  fuifered  to^xift  within  the  pale 
of  the  chriftian  church.  I  ufe  that  term,' becaufe 
it  is  now  well  underftood,  and  it  fairly  exprefles 
the  ideas  of  Paul.  In  truth,  no  injury  was  done 
to  the  man:  he  had  certainly  no  more  right  to 
chriltian  preferment  than  a  traitor  has  to  hold: 
any  office  in  any  government ;  and  to  oblige  him 
to  fpeak  out  what  he  really  held,  was  no  more 
than  what  juftice  required.  Tfuth  and  c^nneis 
are  eflential  to  the. chara£ler  of  all  teachers;  he 
who  is  void  of  them  deferves  to  be  without  fcho« 
lars  or  hearers.  At  the  fame  time  I  cannot  help 
feeing,  that  the  doftrine  ufually  called  Trinitarian 
was  univerfal  in  the  church  in  thefe  times* 
Dionyfius,  Firmilian,  Gregory,  Theotecnes,^  fe- 
venty  biihops,  the  whole  chriftian  world  were 
unanimous  in  ir,  and  this  unanimity  may  fairly 
be  traced  upward  to  the  Apofties. 

Paul  being  dcpofed,  and  a  new  bifhop  being, 
chofen  in  his  room,  an  epiftle  was  written  by  the 
council  to  Dionyfius  of  Rome  and  Maximus  of 
Alexandria,  and  fent  abroad  through  the  Roman 
worid,  in  which  they  explained  their  own  labour 
io  this  bufinefs,  the  perverfe  duplicity  of  Paul, 
and  the  objections  ^igginft  him.    The  chief  part 

of 


C    5H    ) 

of  this  from  Eufcbius  vfWl  dcfcrve  to  be  traa* 

fcfibtd  as  the  faired  account  of  the  bufinefs*. 

*^  To  Dionyfius  and  Maximus,  and  all  our  ftl- 

lo^  biihops,  elders^  and  deacons  throughout  the 

world,  and  to  the  whole  univerfal  church,  Helenus, 

Hymenseus,  1  hcophilus,  Theotccncs,  &c.  with 

all  the  other  bilfaops  who  with  us  inhabit  the 

neighbouring  cities  and  prefide  over  the  nations, 

together  with  the  prefbyters  and  deacons  and  holy 

churches  of  God,  to  the  beloved  brethren  in  the 

Lord  fend  greeting  :— 

.  We  have  tailed  many  bifhops  from  far  to  heal 

this  deadly  and  poifonous  doftrine,  as  Dionyfius 

of  Alexandria,  and  Firmilian  of  Csfarea  in  Cap« 

padocia,  men  blcflcd  in  the  Lord,  one  of  whom 

writing  hither  to  Antioch  vouchfafed  not  once  to 

fatute  the  author  of  error;  for  he  wrote  not  to  his 

perfon,  but  to  the  whole  congregation,  the  copy 

of  which  we  have  annexed.     But  Firmilian  came 

twice  and  condemned  this  ftrange  dodrine.*— The 

fecond  time  he  came  as  far  as  Tarfus  ;  but  while 

we  aiTcmble,  while  we  fummon  him,  and  wait  for 

his  coming,  he  departed  this  life.-— At  the  firft  he 

was  poor  and  had  no  inheritance  derived  from  his 

parents,  or  squired  by  any  regular  profeffion  ^ 

yet  is  the  man  grown  exceflively  rich  by  facrilege, 

extortion,  and  iniquity :   he  deceived  the  brethren 

by  his  pretended  patronage,  impofed  on  their  eafi* 

nefs,  obliged  them  to  make  him  prefents  to  be 

delivered  from  him,  and  thus  he  turned  godlinefs 

into  gain.     He  was  full  of  vanity,  and  fond  of 

fecular  dignities,    and   would  rather   be   called 

Deuenarius  ^  than  Bi(hop.     He  has  been  ufed  to 

walk  in  a  pompous  manner  through  the  ftreets, 

treading 
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reading  letters,  and  inditing  publickly,  roaintaiia^ 
ing  atout  him  a  great  troop  to  guard  his  perfon, 
an^  much  fcandal  has  accrued  to  the  faith  from  his 
conduft.  In  church  affemblies  he  ufed  theatrical 
artifices  to  ftrike  the  imagination  and  procure  ap*. 
plaufe  to  himfclf  by  furprizmg  the  fimple.  He 
contlrudtcd  for  himfelf  a  tribunal  and  throne  fee 
on  high,  not  as  became  a  difciple  of  Jefus  Chrift; 
and  he  had  a  private  clofet  like  the  fecular  ma- 
gittrates,  to  which  he  gave  the  fame  name.  When 
he  harangued  the  people,  he  ftruck  his  hand 
upon  his  thigh,  and  his  feet  upon  his  tribunal. 
If  any  did  not  applaud  him,  as  is  ufual  in  the 
theatre,  by  clapping  their  hands  and  (hakinff  their 
handkerchiefs,  who  did  not  cry  out  and  nfe  up, 
the  ufual  cuftom  of  his  partisans,  he  exprcfibd 
his  difpleafure,  reproving  and  reviling  thofe  who, 
fenfible  that  they  were  in  the  houfc  of  God,  be* 
haved  with  decency  and  fobriety.-  The  deceafed 
expofitors  of  holy  fcripture  he  openly  inveighed 
againft,- like  a  fophift  and  impoftor  extolling  him* 
felf.  The  hymns  made  in  honour  of  Jcfus  Chrift 
he  fupprefled,  as  the  compofition  of  modem  au» 
thors;  and  ordered  others  to  be  fung  by  women  in 
his  own  praife  in  the  church  on  Ealterday,  which 
caufed  horror  in  the  hearers;  and  he  encouraged,  as 
far  as  in  him  lay,  fimilar  praftices  in  the  neighbour- 
ing bifhops.  He  refufed  to  acknowledge  the  Son 
of  God  to  have  come  down  from  heaven.  Nor 
fhall  this  be  barely  aflerced,  but  proved  out  of  the 
commentaries  published  by  us  to  the  world,  efpe- 
cially  where  he  faith  that  Chrift  Jefus  is  of  the 
earth.  Yet  his  admirers  affirm  him  to  be  an  angel 
come  do  vn  from  heaven  \  to  which  flatteries  he 

gives 
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gif ttall  poffible  encourageihctit.    Helias  ir(mien, 
nis  private  afibciates,  as  they  are  called  at  Anttoch. 
•His  prieftsand  tieacons  hare  the  fame.     Their 
-crimes  have  been  proved,  but  he  conceals  them, 
-and  pFCveftts  them  from  accufing  himfelf.     He 
^^vtn  enriches   them  to  engage  them  the  more 
HIronglyVo  his  intereft.  •  We  know,  dear  brethren, 
that  the  biihop  and  all  the  clergy  ought  to  give 
*the  pebple  an  example  of  all  good  works*,  and  we 
■.j^rc  not  ignorant  how  many  have  fallen  by  indulge 
ing  this  evil  cqllom  of  keeping  private  wonien,  and 
many^apain  are  fubjef):  to  fufpicion  and  dander. 
^Adijnittmg'  therefore-  that  he  hath  conunifted  no 
.adual  crime,  he  ought  at  leaft  to  be  afraid  of  the 
fofptcion  ariiing  from  fuch  a  conduft,  for  fear  of 
'giving  ofience  or  a  bad  example  to  any.    JFor 
liow  can  he  reprove  another,  or  warn  )iim  not  tp 
converJ[c  with  a  woman  for  fear  of  ftuinbling,  as 
:  it  is  written,  he  who  hath  already  divorced  one 
woman,  and  keeps  two  with  him,  both  handfome 
-and  in  t)he  flower  of  their  age,  and  whom  he  car- 
ries about  wherever  he  goes,  at  the  fame  tit^ie 
living  in  a  delicate  and  luxurious  manner.     All 
'£gh  for  thefe  things  in  fecret  indignation,  but 
tremble  at  his  power,  and  dare  not  accufe  him. 
Severe  cenfures  would  doubtlefs  be  due  to  him, 
were  he  our  deareft  friend,  and  perfeftly  orthodox 
in  his  fentiments.     But  he  who  hach  renounced 
chriftian  myfteries  lies  out  of  the  reach  of  our 
cenfures. 

Neceffity  conftraining  us,  we  have  expelled  from 

the  church  the  adverfary  of  God,  and  placed  in 

'his  room  Domnus,  a  man  adorned  with  all  gifts 

vfequircd  in  a  bifhop, Ton  of  Demetrian  of  worthy 

•  memory,  the  predec^fTor  of  Paul.*' 

Ic  is  fafliionable,  at  prefent,  to  defpife  all  reli- 
gious council*  whatever ;  I  fuppoie  becaufc  it  is 

fafliionable 
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fa&ionable  to  defpife  religion.    For  on  all  fub- 
jeds,  which  are  eftocmed  of  tnoment)  common 
fenfe  hath  ever  didaccd  to  mankind  to  hold  coon* 
cils ;  and  politics,  agriculture,  and  the  fine-  arcf 
)iave  their  councils  continually.     Not  to  be  car* 
ried  away  by  the  torrent  of  tl^e  tifqes  \  ihif>k  it 
to   be  an    hiltorian's   duty.      Men   w()o  follow 
fafhion  wi)l  gain  the  reputation  of  being  ienl^ble 
and  judicious,  without  either  Ic^rningf  indutlry^ 
or  reHedtion.  This  make^  the  tenbptation  fd  ftrong. 
I  (hall  venture tiowever  to  aiirm,  th^t  all  religious 
councils  are  not  foolifl)*  becaufe  many  have  been 
fo.    That  at  Jerulkkm*  was  worth  more  than  alt  the 
wealth  and  power  of  the  Roman  empire  |^  in  thii| 
way  alfo  we  have  feen  Cyprian  to  have  ferved  the 
church  fubftantially,  though  in  one  iqftance  he 
failed :  and  the  council  which  didated  the  letKr 
concerning  Paul  will   deferve,   under  God,  the 
thanks  of  the  church  of  Chrift  to  the  end  of  the 
world.     Circumftanced  as  PjEiul  was,  fuperior  in 
^rcigce,  eloquence,  and  capacity^  fupported  by 
civil  power  and  uncontrouled  in  bis  oii^n  diocefe, 
nothing  feemed  fo  likely  to  weaken  his  influence 
and  encourage  the  truedifciples  of  Chriit  as  the 
concurrent  teilimony  of  the  chriftian  world  af- 
fembled  againft  him.    And  though  it  may  be  dif-- 
ficult  for  the  foftnefs  of  (ceptical  politenefs  to 
relilh  the  blunt  tone  of  the  council,  there  feems  to 
me  evident  marks  of  the  fear  of  God,  chriftian 
gravity,  and  confcientious  regard  to  truth  in  their 
proceedings.    Common,  no  aoubt^  rouft  rumours 
have  been  of  PauPs  aftual  lewdnefs  in  Aatioch! 
But  for  want  of  fpecific  proof  the  council  chcdc 
themfelves,  and  aiTert  no  more  than  what  thcf 
know.     True,  they  did  no  more  than  they  puglit» 
but  had  they  been  overheated  with  malice  they 
would  have  exaggerated.    It  is  grievous  t^  w^ 
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ihi9  firft  inftance  gf  a  cJirijdiiiQ  biftop  fo  fliame* 
fully  fecular,  and  that  pp  the  moft  authentic 
evidence;  bgt  it  i9  plcafant  to  ice  fo  many  ihewing 
a  becoming  %e^  for  truth  and  holincfs. 

Dionyfius  of  Rome  died  alfo  this  year.  Hi3 
fucceflbr  I^elix  wrote  aii  epi((le  to  Maximum  of 
Alexandria,  in  which  he  fpeaksthns,  probably  on 
account  of  Paul's  hcrcfy :  "  We  believe  that  our 
Saviour  Jefus  Cbrift  was  born  of  the  Virgin  Mary; 
we  believe  that  be  himfejf  is  the  eternal  God  and 
the  Word,  ai;id  nqt  a  man  whoip  God  hath  taken 
^nto  himfelf^  fo  as  that  man  Ihould  be  diftind: 
from  him;  for  the  Son  of  God. being  perfc4l  God, 
was  alfo  made  perfect  man,  being  incarnate  of  the 
Virgin*.  •'■'''-■■ 

For  two  or  three  year3  Paul  fupported  himfelf 
in  the  pofleflion  of  the  mother-church  of  Antioch, 
and  of  the  epifcopal  houfe,  and  of  courfe  of  fo 
much  of  the  revenues  as  depended  not  on  voluntary 
contributions  of  the  people,  by  the  favour  of 
Zenobia.  A  party  h^  doubtlefs  had  among  the 
people;  but  the  horror  which  Socinianifm,  then 
at  leaft,  excited  through  the  chriftian  world,  as 
well  as  the  flagitioufncfs  of  his  life,  render  it  im- 
pofliblc  that  he  ftould  have  had  the  hearts  of  the 
chriftians  of  Antioch  at  large;  and  Zenobia  being 
conquered  by  the  jgmperor  Aurelian,  a  change 
took  place ;  the  chriltians  complained ;  Aurelian 
looking  on  Rome  and  Italy  as  in  all  things  a  guide 
to  the  reft  of  the  world,  ordered  that  the  con- 
trovcrfy  (hould  be  decided  according  to  the  fenti- 
ments  of  their  biftiops.  Of  courfe  Paul  was  fully 
expelled,  and  we  hear  no  more  of  him  in  hi  dory. 

Aurelian  hitherto  had  been  the  friend  of  cbri- 
'ftians;  but  pagan  fuperftition  and  its  abettors  drpve 
him  at  length  into  meafures  of  perfecution.     The 
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chrtftians  were  in  full  expe&ation  of  fanguinary 
treatment,  when  his  death  prevented  his  defigns, 
in  the  year  two  hundred  and  fcventy-five. 

Tacitus  the  fucceflbr  of  Aurelian,  after  a  (hort 
reign,  left  the  empire  to  Probus,  in  whofe  fecond 
year,  A.  D.  two  hundred  and  fcyenty-feven,  ap- 
peared the  monftrous  herefy  of  Manes,  whofe  fun- 
damental principle  was  to  account  for  the  origin 
of  evil,  by  the  admiflion  of  two  firft  caufes  inde- 
pendant  of  each  other.  But  I  write  not  a  hiftory 
of  herefies ;  it  has  been  performed  but  too  accu* 
rately  by  many,  while  we  have  very  fcanty  infor- 
mation of  the  progrefs  of  true  religion.  This 
herefy  continued  long  to  infeft  the  church,  and 
rieceflity  will  oblige  me  hereafter,  if  this  wovk  be 
continued,  to  notice  it  more  diftinftly. 

Eufebius  gives  us  here  the  names  aad  charac- 
ters of  feveral  bilhops,  who  fucceffively  held  fe- 
yeral  fees.  He  fpeaks  highly  of  the  learning  and 
philofophy  of  feme,  and  of  the  moral  good  qua- 
lities of  others.  Of  Pamphilus,  a  minifter  in 
Caefarea  of  Paleftine,  he  fpeaks  with  all  the  ardour 
of  affedion;  but  the  beft  thing  he  aflcrts  of  him 
1$,  that  he  fuffered  much  in  perfecution,  and  was 
martyred  at  laft.  But  this  muft  have  been  in 
Dioclefian's  perfecution,  the  time  of  which  begins 
juft  after  the  limits  prefcribcd  to  this  volunnie. 

After  Probus,  Carus,  and  his  two  fons,  Diocle- 
fian  began  to  reign  in  the  year  two  hundred  and 
eighty-four.  For  about  eighteen  years  this  em- 
peror was  extremely  indulgent  to  the  chriftians. 
His  wife  Prifca  and  daughter  Valeria  were  chri- 
ftians in  fome  fenfe  fecretly.  The  eunuchs  of  his 
palace  and  his  mod  important  officers  were  chri- 
ftians, and  with  their  wives  and  families  openly 
profcfled  the  gofpel.  Chriftians  held  honourable 
gffices  in  various  parts  of  the  empire  j  innumerable 
L  1  crowds 
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crowds  attended  chriftian  worlhip;  the  old  build- 
ings could  no  longer  receive  them,  and  in  all 
cities  wide  and  large  edifices  were  ercfted  *. 

If  Chrift's  kingdom  had  been  of  this  world, 
and  its  ftrength  and  beauty  were  to  be  meafured 
'  hy  fecular  profperity,  we  (hould  here  fix  the  «ra 
of  ics  grcatnefs.  Biit,  on  the  contrary,  the  sera  of 
of  its  decline  muft  be  dated  durng  the  pacific 
time  of  Dioclefian.  During  thi*^  whole  century 
the  work  of  God  in  purity  and  power  had  been 
declining;  the  connexion  with  philoibphers  had 
been  one  of  the  principal  caul'es ;  outward  peace 
and  fecular  advantages  now  completed  the  cor- 
ruption;  difcipline,  which  had  been  too  ftrifl-, 
was  now  relaxed  exceedingly  •,  bifliops  and  people 
were  in  a  ftate  of  malice,  and  quarrels  without 
end  were  fomented  one  among  another;  and  am- 
bition and  covetoufnefs  had  now  the  afcendency 
pretty  generally  in  the  chriftian  church.  Some 
there  doubtlefs  were  who  mourned  in  fecret  and 
ftrovc  in  vain  to  ftop  the  abounding  torrent  of 
evil.  The  truth  of  this  account  feems  much  con- 
firmed by  the  extreme  dearth  of  real  chriftian 
excellencies  from  the  leath  of  Dionyfius,  None 
feem,  for  the  fpacc  of  thirty  years,  to  have  arifcn 
in  the  room  of  Cyprian,  Firmilian,  Gregory,  and 
Dionyfius.  No  b'fhop  or  paftor  of  eminence  for 
piety,  zeal,  and  labours  appeared.  Chriftian  wor- 
•fhip  was  yet  conftantly  attended  to;  the  number 
of  nominal  converts  was  increafing;  but  the  faith 
of  Chrift  itfelf  appeared  now  an  ordinary  bufinefs^ 
jind  here  ended  as  far  as  appears,  that  great  firft 
out-pouring  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  which  began  at 
the  Day  of  Penrecoft.  Human  depravity  Ipread 
a  general  decay  of  godlinels  through  the  church, 
and  one  generation  of  men  elapfed  with  hardly 
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any  proofs  of  the  fpiritual  prcfence  of  Chrift  with 
his  church. 

The  obfervation  of  Eufcbius,  who  honeftly  con* 
fcflTcs  this  declcnfion,  is  judicious.  "  The  heavy 
hand  of  God's  Judgmencs  began  foftly,  by  little 
and  little,  to  vifit  us  after  his  wonted  manner,  ib 
that  the  perkcution  which  was  raifed  againd  us 
took  its  Brft  rife  from  the  chriftians  who  were  in 
military  fervice.  But  we  were  not  at  all  moved 
with  his  hand,  nor  took  any  pains  to  return  to 
God,  but  heaped  fin  upon  fin,  thinking,  like 
carelefs  epicureans,  that  God  cared  not  for,  nor 
would  ever  vifit  ys  for  our  fins.  And  our  pre- 
tended fiiepherds,  laying  afide  the  rule  of  godli- 
nefs,  praftifed  among  themfelves  contention  and 
divifion.'*  He  goes  on  to  obferve  that  the  dread- 
ful perfecution  of  Dioclefian  was  then  inflided 
on  the  church,  as  a  juft  punifhment  and  the  moft 
proper  chaltifement  for  their  iniquities. 

Toward  the  end  of  the  century,  Dioclefian 
praftifing  the  fuperftitious  rites  of  divination,  and 
underftanding  or  guefling  from  the  ill  fuccefs  of 
his  facrifices,  that  the  prefence  of  a  chriftian  fer* 
yanr,  who  made  on  his  forehead  the  fign  of  the 
crofs,  was  t^ie  caufe,  ordered  not  only  thpfe  who 
were  prefent,  but  all  in  his  palace  to  facrifice, 
or  in  cafe  of  refufal  to  be  fcourged  with  whips*. 
He  wrote  alfo  to  the  officers  of  bis  armies  to,  con* 
firain  all  the  fpldiers  to  facrifice,  or  to  difchargc 
the  difobedient  frocp  the  fervice.  This  is  what  Eufc- 
bius alludes  to  in  the  foregoing  pafifage;  and  many 
refigned  rather  than  facrifice.  For  chriftian  truth 
was  not  yet  loft,  nor  was  the  decay  univerfal. 
Very  few  were  put  to  death  on  this  account.  The 
ftpry  of  Mar^ellus  is  remarkable  j;.  Mr.  Gibbon 
Is  \  2  has 
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Iia«  undertaken  to  juftify  his  death,  reprcfenting 
him  as  punifhcd  purely  for  dcfertion  and  military 
difobedience,  in  his  ufual  manner  fupprelling  or 
difguiring  fads.  But  the  truth  is,  his  death  was 
the  efFcd:  of  a  partial  perfecution,  and  his  con- 
fcience  was  not  burdened  merely  with  being  a 
foldier  (it  was  no  uncommon  thing  for  chriftians 
to  ferve  in  the  armies  at  that  time)  but  with  the 
introduftion  of  new  rules  fubverfive  of  chrifti- 
anity.  For  thofe  who  ordered  chriftian  foldiers 
to  facrifice  knew  that  in  faft  they  ordered  them 
to  renounce  chriftianity. 

It  was  in  the  year  two  hundred  and  ninety- 
eight,  at  Tangier  in  Mauritania,  while  every  one 
was  employed  in  feaftinp.  and  facrificcs,  that  Mar- 
cellus  the  centurion  took  off  his  belt,  threw  down 
his  vine-branch  and  his  arm$,  and  added,  "  I  will 
not  fight  any  longer  under  the  banner  of  your 
emperor,  or  ferve  your  gods  of  v;ood  and  (tone. 
If  the  condition  of  a  foldier  is  fuch  thut  he  is 
obliged  to  facrifice  to  gods  and  emperors,  I  aban- 
tlon  the  vine-branch  and  the  bcrlr,  and  quit  the 
fervicc.'*  "  We  plainly  fee  the  caufc  (fays  Fieury) 
that  forced  the  chrifrians  to  dcfert,  they  being 
obliged  to  partake  in  idolatrous  worfliip/'  '1  he 
man  was  ordered  to  be  beheaded.  And  one  Caf- 
fianus  the  rcgifter,  who  was  to  take  down  the 
fcntence,  cried  out  aloud  that  he  was  (hocked  at 
its  injuft'ce.  Marccllus  fniled  for  joy,  forefeeing 
that  CafTianus  would  be  his  fellow- martyr,  as  ia 
faft  he  was  martyred  nlfo  a  month  after. 

When  I  read  this  flory  toward  the  conclufion 
of  Gibbon's  firft  vol.  I  thoughr,  by  his  narrative, 
that  Marcelkis  had  fufTered  on  principles  of  mo- 
dern quakerifm.  I  might  have  a  Ic^d  this  alfo  to 
the  lift  of  his  perverfions  *,  had  it  then  attraded 
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my  attention.  I  need  add  no  further  remarks  j 
every  reader,  who  pays  the  leatl  attention  to  can- 
dour and  common  fenfe,  lees  the  principles  for 
which  Marcellus  fufFercd. 

It  feems  thefe  preliminaries  to  the  pcrfecution, 
with  which  the  next  century  opens,  did  not  affe£^ 
the  minds  of  chrillians  in  general ;  nor  was  the 
fpirit  of  prayer  ilirred  up  among  them,  a  certain 
fign  of  long  and  obftinate  decay  in  godlincfs. 
Yet  there  muft  have  been  a  deep  fecret  departure 
from  the  lively  faith  of  the  gofpel.  Origenifm 
and  the  learning  and  philofophy  connected  with 
it  were  extremely  fafhionable.  We  may  juftly 
conclude  then,  that  the  fcrmons  of  chriftian 
pallors  had  more  in  general  of  a  moral  and  phi- 
lolbphical  call,  than  any  thing  purely  chriftian. 
In  truth,  juftificatidn  by  faith,  and  hearty  con- 
vidion  of  fin,  and  the  Spirit's  influences,  I  hear 
little  or  nothing  of  all  this  feafon.  Morals,  I 
doubt  not,  were  preached;  but  chriftian  men  con- 
tinued in  life  immoral  and  fcandalous.  The  ftate  of 
the  church  of  England  from  Charles  the  2d,  down 
to  the  middle  of  the  latt  reign,  full  of  party  and 
faftion  and  animofities  and  'love  of  the  world, 
yet  adorned  with  learning  and  full  of  morality 
in  its  public  miniltrations,  feems  very  much  to 
refemble  that  of  the  chriftian  church  in  manners 
and  piety  from  the  death  of  Dionyfius  to  the  end 
of  the  century.  In  one  inftance  there  was  a  great 
difference,  fuperftition  was  much  ftronger  in  the. 
ancient  church ;  but  being  enlifted  in  the  fervi<?fe 
of  felf-righteoufnefs,  and  the  faith  of  Chrift  and 
the  lore  of  God  being  much  buried  under  it,  this 
diverfity  does  not  affect  the  general  likcnefs. 

God,  who  had  exercifed  long  patience,  declared 
at  length  in  the  courfe  of  his  providence,  **  Bc- 
caufe  1  have   purged  thee,   and  thou  waft   not 
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purged,  thou  (halt  not  be  purged  from  thy  filthi- 
nefs  any  more,  till  I  have  caufed  my  fury  to  reft 
nptmtbee^y 

But  this  fcene,  which  introduced  quite  a  new 
face  on  the  church,  and  was  quickly  followed 
by  fevcral  furpf ifing  revolutions,  belongs  to  the 
next  century. 


CHAP.    XVIII. 


aOMB  AeCO^TNT  OF  GRECORY  THAVMATURGUS,  TH£^ 
OGNOSTUS,   AND  DIONYSIUS  OF  ROME. 

THESE  three  perfons  are  all  whom  I  can  find 
belonging  to  the  third  century,  to  whom 
fuffiicient  jmlice  has  not  been  done  already.  Of 
the  two  lafl:  indeed  I  have  fcarce  any  thing  to  fay. 
Of  the  firft  more  is  recorded.  His  life  was  writ- 
ten by  Gregory  of  Nyffen,  and  though  fome  al- 
lowance muft  be  made  for  the  growth  of  fuper- 
ftitious  credulity  in  his  days,  yet  that  all  the  mira- 
culous powers  afcribcd  to  Gregory  are  fidtjtious 
h  would  be  unrcafonable  to  aflfcrt.  The  concur- 
rent teftimony  of  antiquity  and  the  very  name  of 
Thaumaturgus  j:  evince  the  contrary.  I  iball  en- 
deavour to  Seer  as  clear  of  errors  on  both  fides 
ar  I  can,  in  putting  down  every  thing  that  may 
ftem  valuable  concerning  this  great  man.  A 
fmall  account  of  him  is  inEufebiusf.  Cave  and 
Fleury  have  alfo  collefted  the  moll  material  things 
of  him  from  Gregory  Nyflen*s  narrative,  and 
from  the  former  I  (hall  chiefly  colle£k  the  account. 

r     .  He 
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tit  was  born  at  Ncoc^farca,  the  metropoJis 
of  Cappadocia;  his  father,  zealous  for  pagan ifnii 
took  care  to  educate  him  in  idolatry  and  th^ 
learning  of  the  Gentile  world.  He  loft  his  fa-» 
thcr  when  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age.  His 
mother  took  care  to  complete  his  education  and 
that  of  his  brother  Athchodorus,  afterwards  a 
chriftian  bifhop,  as  well  as  himfelf.  He  travelled  to 
Alexandria  to  learn  the  platonic  philofophy,  where 
he  was  equally  remarkable  for  ftriftncfs  of  lilc  and^ 
clofe  attention  to  his  lludies.  He  afterwards  put* 
himfelf  under  the  tuition  of  the  renowned  Origen^ 
who  then  taught  at  Casfarea  in  Paleftine,  with  his 
brother  Athenodorus,  and  Firmilian,  a  Cappado* 
cian  gentleman,  with  whom  he  contraftcd  an 'in- 
timate friendlhip.  This  is  the  Cappadocian 
bifhop  whom  we  have  repeatedly  had  occafion  to 
mention.  With  Origen  the  two  brothers  con-» 
tinued  five  years,  and  were  perfuaded  by  hrm  to 
ftudy  the  holy  fcriptures ;  and  no  doubt  is  to  be 
made,  but  that  the  moft  aflfiduous  pains  were  urged 
by  that  zealous  teacher  to  ground  them  in  the 
belief  of  chrilHanity.  On  his  departure  he  de- 
livered an  eloquent  fpcech,  in  praife  of  Origen, 
before  ^numerous  auditory,  a  teftimony  at  once 
of  his  gratitude  and  powers  of  rhetoric. 

There  is  ftill  extant  a  letter  written  by  Origcti 
to  him  after  he  had  left  him*,  in  which  he  ex- 
horts him  to  apply  his  knowledge  to  the  promo- 
tion of  chriflianity.  The  beft  thing  in  it  is,  that 
he  advifes  him  to  pray  fervently  and  ferioufly  for 
thtf  illumination  ot  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Being  now  returned  to  Neoca?farea,  he  gave 
himfcif  much  to  prayer  and  retirement,  and  no 
doubt  was  in  fecret  prepared  and  difciplined  for 
the  important  work  to  which  he  was  foon  after 
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called,  f^'eocaefarea  was  large  and  populous,  hut 
full  of  idolatry,  the  very  feat  of  Satan,  fo  that 
chriftiahity  fcarce  could  gain  any  entrance  into  it. 
Phaedimus,  bifhop  of  Amafca,  a  neighbouring 
city,  grieved  to  fee  its  fituation,  and  hoping  much 
from  the  piety  and  capacity  of  young  Gregory, 
took  pains  to  engage  him  in  the  work  of  the 
miniftry  there.  Gregory,  from  pure  modcfty, 
took  pains  to  elude  his  defigns,  but  was  at  length 
.  prevailed  on  to  accept  the  charge. 

The  fcene  was  arduous.  He  had  a  church  to 
found,  before  he  could  govern  it,  there  being  not 
above  feventeen  profeffors  of  thriftianity  there. 
I  do  not  believe  the  vifion  which  his  namefake  of 
Nyflen  tells  of  his  receiving  a  creed  from  John 
the  Evangelift  and  the  Virgin  Mary.  He  fecms 
to  have  been  impofed  on  by  the  fuperftitious  fpirir, 
then  too  prevalent.  But  as  he  aflures  us  the 
original,  written  with  his  own  hand,  was  prcfcrved 
in  the  church  of  Neocaefarea  in  his  time,  and  this 
is  a  matter  of  faft  of  which  any  perfon  might 
judge-,  as  the  creed  itfelf  contains  nothing  but 
what  is  very  agreeable  to  the  language  of  the  fa- 
thers of  the  third  century,  and  we  have  already 
feen  the  exadl  pains  which  they  took  in  guarding 
the  doftrinc  of  the  Trinity  againft  herefies,  I  ap- 
prehend it  to  be  really  his;  though  when  the  reader 
has  confide;red  it,  he  will  not  be  furprifed  at  the 
induftry  *  with  which  in  our  times  its  credit  has 
been  impeached.  And  the  whole  will  deferve  to 
be  fet  down  at  length,  becaufe  the  orthodoxy  of 
Gregory  has  been  unreafonably  called  in  queftion, 
againft  the  exprefs  teftimony  of  Eufebius,  who, 
we  have  feen  above,  reprefents  him  as  one  of  the 
eppofers  of  Paul  of  Samofata,  at  the  firft  council. 

"  There 

*  See  Lardoer's  Credibility. 


r    537    5 

"  Thefc  is  one  God  the  Father  of  the  living 
Word,  of  the  fubfifting  wifdom  and  power,  and  of 
the  eternal  exprefs  Image  -,  Perfedt,  the  Father  of 
the  pcrfeft,  the  Father  of  the  only-begotten  Son. 
One  Lord  alone  of  alone,  God  of  God,  the  cha- 
raftcr  and  image  of  the  Deity,  the  energetic  word, 
the  wifdom  comprchenfive  of  the  Syftem  of  the 
Univerfe,  and  the  Power  that  made  all  creation, 
the  true  Son  of  the  true  Father,  the  Invifible 
of  the  invifible,  the  incorruptible  of  the  incor- 
ruptible, the  immortal  of  the  immortal,  the  eter- 
nal of  the  eternal  •,  and  one  Holy  Ghoft,  having 
his  fubfiftence  of  God,  manifefted  through  the 
Son  to  men,  the  image  of  the  Son,  the  perfeft  life 
of  the  perfed,  the  fource  of  life,  the  holy  foun- 
tain, fanftificacion,  and  the  fupplier  of  fenftifica- 
tion,  in  whom  is  manifefted  God  the  Father,  who 
is  above  all  an  J  in  all,  and  God  the  Son,  who  is 
through  all  •,  a  perfed  Trinity,  in  glory,  eternity, 
and  kingdom,  not  feparated,  not  divided." 

Notwithftanding  the  prejudices  which  his  ido- 
latrous countrymen  muft  have  had  againft  him, 
Mufonius,  a  perfon  of  confequence  in  the  city,  re- 
ceived him,  and  in  a  very  little  time  his  preach- 
ing was  attended  with  fo  great  fuccefs  that  he  had 
a  numerous  congregation.  The  fituation  of  Gre- 
gory, fo  like  that  of  the  primitive  chriftian 
preachers,  in  the  midft  of  idolatry,  renders  it  ex- 
ceedingly  probable  that  he  was,  as  they  were,  fa- 
voured with  miraculous  gifts  :  for  thefe  the  Lord 
beftowed  in  abundance,  where  the  name  of  Jcfus 
had  as  yet  gained  no  admiflion ;  and  it  is  certain 
that  miracles  had  not  ceafed  in  the  church. 

Gregory  Nyflen  lived  himfelf  within  lefs  than  a 
hundred  years  after  our  Gregory-,  and  both  he  and 
his  brother,  the  famous  Bafil,  fpeak  of  his  miracles 
without  the  leaft  doubt.   Their  aged  grandmother 
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Macrina,  who  taught  them  in  their  youth,  had  in 
her  younger  years  been  an  hearer  of  Gregory.  BaGl 
particularly  obferves^  that  flic  told  them  the  very 
w6rds  which  fhe  had  heard  from  him,  and  aiTures 
U3  that  the  Gentiles  on  account  of  the  miracles 
which  he  performed  ufed  to  call  him  a  fecond 
Mofes*  The  exidehce  of  his  miraculous  powers, 
with  reafoiiabie  perfons,  feems  then  unqueH^ionable. 
It  is  only  to  be  regretted  that  the  few  particular . 
indanccs  which  have  come  down  to  U3  are  not  the 
bed  chofen;  but  that  he  cured  the  fick,  healed  the 
difeafed^  and  expelled  devils,  and  that  thus  God 
wrought  by  him  for  the  good  of  fouls,  and  to  pave 
the  way  for  the  propagation  of  the  gofpel,  as  it  is 
in  itfelf  very  credible,  fo  has  it  the  teftimony  of 
men  worthy  to  be  believed. 

Gregory  continued  fuccefsfully  employed  at 
Neocaefarea  till  the  perfecution  of  Decius.  Swords 
and  axes,  fire^  wild  beads,  (lakes  and  engines  to 
diftend  the  limbs,  iron  chairs  made  red  hot,  frames 
•  of  timber  fet  up  itraight,  in  which  the  bodies  of  the 
tortured  were  racked  with  nails  that  tore  off  the 
flcfh.  Thefe  and  a  variety  of  other  inventions 
were  ufed.  But  the  Decian  perfecution,  in  gene- 
ral, was  before  defcribed.  Pontus  an  J  Cappa- 
docia  fccm  to  have  had  their  full  fliare.  Rela- 
tions, in  the  mofl:  unnatural  manner,  betrayed 
one  another,  the  woods  were  full  of  vagabonds, 
the  towns  were  empty,  and  private  houfes,  de- 
prived of  their  chnilian  inhabitants,  became 
gaols  for  the  reception  of  prifoners,  the  public 
prifons  not  fufficin^for  that  purpofc. 

In  this  terrible  lituation  of  things,  Gregory  con- 
fidering  that  his  new  converts  could  fcarce  be 
ftrong  enough  to  (land  their  ground  and  be  faith- 
ful, advifed  them  to  flee,  and  to  encourage  them 
in  it  he  fet  them  the  example.   Many  of  his  people 
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fufFcred,  but  God  reftored  them  at  length  to  peace^ 
and  Gregory  again  returned  to  exhilarate  their 
'Xninds  with  his  paftoral  labburs. 

In  the  reign  of  Gallienus  the  chriftians  fuffcrcd 
extremely  from  the  ravages  of  barbarous  nations, 
which  gave  occalion  to  Gregory's  Canonical 
Epiftle,  Hill  extant,  in  which  rules  of  a  wholefome, 
penitential,  and  difcipiinarian  nature  are  delivered. 
But  there  is  no  need  to  particularize  them. 

The  laft  fervicc  of  his  which  is  recorded,  is  the 
part  which  he  took  in  the  firft  council  concerning 
Paul  of  Samofata.  He  died  not  long  after.  A 
little  before  his  death  he  made  a  ftriA  enquiry 
whether  there  were  any  in  the  city  and  neighbour* 
hood  ftill  ftrangers  to  chriftianity.  And  being 
told  there  were  about  feventeen  in  all^  he  fighed 
and  lifting  up  his  eyes  to  heaven,  appealed  to 
God  how  much  it  troubled  him  that  any  of  his 
fetlow-townfmen  ihould  remain  unacquainted  with 
falvation,  yet  that  his  thankfulnefs  was  due  to 
God,  that  when  at  firft  he  had  found  only  fe vert- 
teen  chriftians,  he  had  left:  only  feventeen  idola- 
tors.  Having  prayed  for  the  converfion  of  in- 
fidels and  the  edification  of  the  faithful,  he  peace- 
ably gave  up  his  foul  to  God. 

He  was  an  evangelical  man  in  his  whole  life,  as 
Bafil  fays.  In  h'is  devotion  he  (hewed  the  greateft 
reverence.  Yea  and  nay  were  the  ufual  meafures 
of  his  communication-,  how  defirable  that  thofc 
who  protefs  to  love  Jefus,  uniformly  praftifed  the 
fame.  He  never  allowed  himfclf  to  call  his  bro- 
ther fool  -,  no  anger  or  bittdrnefs  proceeded  out  of 
his  mouth.  Slander  and  calumny,  as  diredtly 
oppolitc  to  chriftianity,  he  peculiarly  hated  and 
avoided.  Lies  and  falfehoody  envy  and  pride,  he 
abhorred.  Zealous  he  was  againfl:  all  corruptions, 
and  Sabellianilni^  which  long  after  in  BafU's  time 
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reared  up  its  head,  was,  he  tells  us,  filericed  by 
the  remembrance  of  what  he  had  taught  and  left 
among  them. 

On  the  whole,  the  reader  wilKwith  me  regret, 
that  antiquity  has  left  us  fuch  fcanty  memorials 
of  a  man  fo  much  honoured  of  God,  fo  eminently 
holy,  and  little  inferior  in  utility  among  mankind 
to  any  from  the  Apoftle*s  days  to  his  own  times. 
For  it  is  not  to  be  conceived  that  fo  great  and 
almoft  univerfal  a  change  in  the  religious  profef- 
fion  of  the  citizens  of  Neocaefarea  could  have 
taken  place  without  a  marvellous  out-pouring  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  in  that  place.  And  how  inftruc- 
tive  and  edifying  would  the  narrative  have  been 
were  we  diftinftly  informed  of  its  rife  and  pro- 
grefs !  Certainly  the  effentials  of  the  gofpel  muft 
have  been  preached  in  much  clearnefs  and  purixy. 
In  no  particular  inftance  was  the  Divine  influence 
ever  more  apparent  fince  the  apoftolic  age. 

Theognoftus  of  Alexandria  is  an  author  whofc 
time  it  is  not  eafy  to  fix  with  precifion,  though  it 
be  certain  that  he  is  later  than  Origen,  and  muft 
belong  to  the  third  century.  He  platonizes  after 
the  manner  of  Origen,  in  fome  parts  of  his  writings, 
yet  is  he  cited  by  Athanafius  as  a  witnefs  of  the 
Son's  confubllanciality  with  the  Father.  '*  For 
as  the  Sun  is  not  diminilhed,  fays  he,  though  it 
produces  rays  conpnually,  (*o  likewifc  the  Father 
is  not  diminifhed  in  begetting  the  Son,  who  is  his 
image."  Ic  is  certain  that  this  is  Trinitarian 
language,  and  though  neither  Theognoftus  nor 
Gregory,  hor  fome  others  of  the  ancient  fathers 
fpake  always  of  the  perfons  of  the  bleffed  Trinity, 
with  fo  much  exaftnefs  as  afterwards  was  done, 
it  would  be  an  extreme  want  of  candour  to  rank 
him  with  Arians,  Sabellians,  or  the  likey  wheit 
there  is  clear  proof  that  the  foundation  of  their 
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doftrine  was  really  Trinitarian.  It  cannot  be  ex- 
pcded  that  men  fhould  fpeak  always  with  the 
fame  care  on  a  point,  before  there  be  an  urgent 
call  for  it,  as  afterwards  when  contrary  herefies 
were  formed.  *  The  want  of  attending  to  this  juft 
diftindtion  has  nurfed  feveral  unreafonable  cavils 
in  thofe  who  eagerly  catch  at  ^ery  ftraw  to  fup- 
port  heretical  notions.  Nothing  is  known  of  the 
life  of  this  man  ;  of  his  eloquence  and  capacity 
the  proofs  are  clear  and  ftrong*. 

The  injuftice  of  the  attempts  made  to  invalidate 
the  proofs  of  the  antiquity  and  uninterrupted  pre- 
fervation  of  the  doftrinc  of  the  Trinity  within 
the  three  firft  centuries,  require  me  to  mentioii 
one  inftance  mpre,  which,  added  to  the  many 
already  mentioned,  will,  I  think,  authdrize  me  to 
draw  xhis  conclufion,  that  during  the  firft  three 
hundred  years,  though  the  dodtrine  of  the  Trinity 
in  Unity  was  varioufly  oppofed,  *yet  the  whole 
chriilian  church  conftantly  united  in  preferving 
and  maintaining  it,  even  from  the  Apoftle's  days, 
as  the  proper  fphere  wuhiq  which  all  the  truth, 
and  holinefs,  and  confolation  of  genuine  chri- 
ftianity  lies,  and  exclufive  of  which  one  may  defy 
its  boldeft  enemies  to  produce  a  finglc  inftance  of 
any  real  progrefs  in  piety,  made  in  any  place, 
where  the  name  of  Chrift  was  known.  . 

We  have  before  obfcrved  that  Dionyfius  of 
Alexandria,  for  his  zeal  againft  Sabellianifm,  was 
fufpefted  of  Arianifm,  and  that  he  fuUy  excuU 
patcd  himfelf.  A  Roman  fynqd  had  been  con- 
vened on  the  account,  and  Dionyfius  of  Rome  J, 
in  the  name  of  the  Synod,' wrote  a  letter  in  which 
he  proves,  that  the  Word  was  not  created,  but 
begotten  of  the  Father  from  all  eternity,  and 
diftindtly  explains   the   myftery  of  the  Trinity. 

SucH 
^  Du  Pin«  3d  Century.  t  ^^  P^Q»  >^* 
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Such  extreme  nicety  of  caution  in  (leering  clear 
of  two  rocks  like  thqfc  of  Sabellianifm  and  Ari- 
anifm,  in  which  it  muft  be  (confcffcd  the  road  is  very 
narrow  and  very  ftrait»  dempnftratcs  that  thcexadk 
doftrine  of  the  Trinity  in  Unity,  which  with  fo 
much  clearnefs  as  to  the  tKing,  though  neceffarily 
with  pcrfedt  obfcurity  as  to  the  manner  of  the 
thing,  difcovers  itfclf  every  where  in  the  fcrip- 
tures,  was  even  then  underftood  with  precifion, 
and  maintained  with  firmncfs  throughout  the 
church  of  Chrift. 
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CHAP.    XIX. 

THE   FURTHER  EXTENSION  OP  THE   GOSPEL  IK  THI9 

CENTuay. 

IT  would  fall  exactly  within  the  delign  of  this 
work  to  explain  this  ^t  large.  The  power  of 
real  chriftianity  is  alway  the  ftrongeft  and  the 
cleareft  in  the  infancy  of  things.  Exaftly  con- 
trary to  the  proccfs  in  fecular  arts  and  fciences, 
the  improvements  of  following  ag^s  ^re  fo  many 
depravations.  But  we  muft  be  content  ^ith  fuch 
materials  as  we  have,  and  let  the  reader  fupply, 
from  his  own  meditations,  as  much  as  he  can, 
whatever  he  may  think  defedlivc  in  the  following 
fcanty  account. 

In  the  reign  of  Decius,  and  in  the  midft  of  bis 
perfecution,  about  the  year  two  hundred  and  fifty, 
the  gofpel,  which  had  hitherto  been  chiefly  con- 
fined  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Lyons  and  Vienne, 
was  confiderably  extended  in  France.  Saturni'nus 
was  the  firft  bilhop  of  Touloufe,  and  at  the  fame 
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time  fevcral  other  churches  were  founded,  as  at 
Tours,  Aries,  Narbonne,  and  Paris.  The  bifhops 
"of  Touloufe  and  Paris  afterwards  fuffercd  for  the 
faith  of  Chrift-,  \)ui  they  left  churches,  in  all  pro^t^ 
bability,  very  flourilhing  in  piety  *.  And  France 
in  general  was  blelTed  with  the  light  of  falvation. 

Germany  was  alfo,  in  the  courfe  of  this  century, 
favoured  with  the  fame  bleffing,  cfpecially  thofe 
parts  of  it  which  are  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
France.  Cologne,  Treves,  and  Mcrz,  particu- 
larly were  evangelized  J. 

Of  the  Britifh  iflcs  little  is  recorded,  and  that 
little  fo  obfcure  and  uncertain,  that  we  rather  be-  . 
lieve  that  the  Divine  Light  muft  have  penetrated 
into  our  country,  by  this  i:i*^Cf  from  the  natural 
courfe  of  things  and  analogy,  thai)  from  any  pofi* 
tivc  uncxceptipnablc  teftimqriy. 

The  Goths  being  fettled  in  Thrace,  during  the 
mifcrable  confufions  of  this  century,  Ibme  teachers 
from  Afia  went  to  preach  the  gofpcl  among  thero« 
Their  holy  lives  and  miraculous  powers  were 
much  refpe&ed  by  thofe  barbarians,  and  many  of 
them,  from  a  ftate  perfedlly  favage,  were  brpught 
into  the  light  and  comfort  o»f  chriftianity  f . 

The  goodnefs  of  God  made  the  temporal  mi- 
feries  which  afflifted  mankind,  in  the  reign  of 
Gallienus,  fubfervient  to  the  unfpeakably  more 
important  concerns  of  his  creatures.  The  bar- 
barians who  ravaged  Afia  carried  away  with  them 
into  captivity  fevcral  bifhops,  who  healed  difea(ea» 
expelled  evil  fpirits  in  the  name  of  Chrift,  and 
preached  chriftianity.  The  barbarians  heard  witk 
refpeA  and  attention,  and  numbers  of  them  werf 

converted, 

*  Book  z>  Greg.  Tours  Ffanoe,  G.  30,  Fleary  i j,  -book  (. 
X  See  Modi,  jd  Cenuiry. 
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cortvcrted*.  This  is  all  that  I  can  collcft  of  the 
/extenfion  of  the  gofpel  among  the  barbarian 
ravagers. 


CHAP.     XX. 


^   SHORT  VIEW  OF  THE  EXTERNAL  STATE  OF  THE 
CHURCH  IN  THE  THIRD  CENTURY. 

IT  is  the  duty  of  chriftians  to  (hine  as  lights  in 
the  world,  in  the  midft  of  a  crooked  and  perverfe 
nation.  That  this  was  aftually  the  cafe,  even  in 
the  third  century,  though  much  lefs  fo  than  in  the 
two  former,  and  with  very  rapid  diminution  of  its 
glory  toward  the  latter  end  of  it,  the  courfe  of 
the  foregoing  narrative  has,  I  truft,  made  apparent. 
Thofe  with  whom  the  idea  of  the  ftatc  of  the 
reft  of  mankifid  is  familiar,  will  fee  this  in  the 
ftrorigeft  light.  For  three  centuries  luxury  and 
every  abominable  vice  that  can  be  conceived  had 
been  increafing  in  the  Roman  empire.  There 
want  not  lamentable  proofs  that  the  fevere  fatires 
of  Juvenal  were  but  too  well  founded,  jill  fiejh 
f:>ad  corrupted  their  way.  With  the  \ok  of  civil 
liberty,  even  the  old  Roman  virtues  of  public 
fpirit  and  magnanimity,  though  no  better  than 
fplendid  fins  in  their  nature,  as  Auguftinc  fays, 
had  vanilhed.  Civil  broils  and  dillraftipns  con- 
tinually prevailed,  for  the  greateft  part  of  this 
time,  and'  increafed  the  quantity  of  vice  and 
mifcry.  Tl.e  beft  time  was  doubtlefs  during  the 
reigns  of  Irajan,   Adrian,   and   the  Antonines. 

But 
*  Sozomeo>  book  %,  chap,  5. 
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But  what  was  the  Virtue  of  thofe  times  ?  Even  the 
moft  fcandalous  and  unnatural  vices  werd  prac- 
tifed  without  remorfe.  Men  of  rank  either  lived 
atheiftically,  or  were  funk  in  the  dcepeft  fuper- 
ttition.  The  vulgar  were  perfetSbly  ignorant,  the 
rich  domineered  over  the  poor,  and  wallowed  in 
immcnfe  opulence,  while  the  provinces  groaned 
under  their  tyranny,  philofophers  prated  about 
virtue,  without  either  underftanding  or  praftifing 
it ;  and  by  far  the  largeft  part  ot  mankind,  the 
flaves  and  the  poor,  were  in  remedilcfs  indigence^ 
and  no  methods  at  all  were  ftudied  for  their  con- 
venience or  relief.  In  the  mean-time  the  plea- 
fures  of  men,  the  ftage,  and  the  amphitheatre 
wete  full  of  obfcenity,  favagenefs,  and  cruelty. 

1  his  was  the  Roman  world ;  we  know  much 
lefs  of  the  reft  of  the  globe ;  it  was  however  funk 
in  ferocious  wickednefs  and  ignorance,  much  be- 
low thofe  nations  that  bowed  under  the  yoke  of 
the  Caefars. 

Behold !  In  the  midft  of  all  this  chaos  arole 
out  of  Judea  a  light  of  doftrine  and  praflice 
fingularly  diftinft  from  the  whole  of  it.  A  num- 
ber of  perfons  chiefly  of  low  life,  the  difciples  of 
Jefus  of  Nazareth,  live  as  men  ought  to  do,  with 
a  proper  contempt  of  this  vain  life,  with  the  fin- 
cereft  and  moft  fteady  ambition  for  another;  true 
philofophers,  if  real  love  of  wifdom  confift,  as  it 
mult,  in  the  jufteft  views  and  worfhip  of  their 
Maker,  and  an  aftual  acquaintance  with  him,  in 
real  moderation  of  their  paflions  and  defires,  and  in 
unfeigned  benevolence  to  all,  even  to  their  enemies. 

How  is  it  polfible  that  all  this  could  be  of 
man  ?  It  was  the  work  of  God.  This  out-pouring 
of  his  Holy  Spirit  lafted  for  three  centuries,  de- 
bafed  indeed  toward  the  end  of  that  period,  but 
not  extinguifhed. 

M  m  This 
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This  people,  diverfc  from  all  others,  muft  have 
a  government  and  an  external  order  among  them- 
felves.  I  am  not  going  to  involve  myfelf  in  the 
endlefs  mazes  of  controverfy  on  this  point ;  nor 
do  I  fee  any  certain  divine  rule  on  the  fubjed. 
It  might,  and  it  naturally  would  be,  various  in 
various  places.  Men  may  fcrvc  God  acceptably 
under  very  different  modes;  yet  I  think  I  fee  fome 
rude  outlines  of  what  moft  commonly  obtained  in 
the  primitive  ageS,  whence  a  (ketch  may  be  drawn 
extreftiely  different  from  moft,  if  not  from  ail  the 
modes  which  now  prevail  in  the  chriftian  world. 

The  firft  teachers,  the  Apoftles,  who  planted 
the  firft  churches,  ordained  fucccflbrs,  as  far  as 
appears,  without  any  cbnfultation  of  the  people. 
It  was  not  to  be  expeded  that  any  fet  of  perfons 
after  them  fhould  be  regarded  as  their  equals,- 
nor  was  it  reafonable  that  it  fhould  be  fo.  Un- 
doubtedly the  choice  of  bifhops  devolved  on  the 
people*.  Their  appearance  to  vote  on  thefe  occa- 
fions,  their  fometimcs  forcing  of  perfons  to  accept 
the  ofKce  againft  their  will,  and  the  determination 
of  Pope  Leo,  long  after,  againft  forcing  a  bifhop  on 
a  people  againft  their  eonlent,  demonftrate  this. 
The  perfons  to  be  elected  to  this  ofHce  were  very 
ftriftly  examined.  Public  notice  was  ffiven,  that 
any  one  might  inform  againft  them,  if  they  were 
vicious  and  immoral.  The  judgment  of  life  was 
left  to  the  people,  that  of  doHrtne  belonged  more 
to  the  other  bilhops,  who  ordained  them.  For  the 
power  of  ordination  belonged  properly  to  bifhops 
alone,  though  preft)yters,  a  fecond  order  of  men, 
'who  feem  to  me  diftinft  all  along  from  them, 
*  concurred  with  them  and  with  the  people.  The 
fame  power  of  eledting,  in  fome  degree  and  in 
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ibme  inftances,  the  people  had  with  rcfpeft  to 
thefc  prcfbytcrs  j  but  the  cafe  is  by  no  means  fo 
uniformly  clear^  and  in  the  lower  offices  of  the 
church  the  bi(hop  aded  ftill  more  according  to 
his  difcrecion. 

The  ufe  of  deacons,  the  third  order  in  the 
church,  is  well  known.  Thefe  three  obtained 
very  early  in  the  primitive  churches  The  epiiUes 
of  Ignatius  (I  build  only  on  thofe  parts  that  are 
undoubtedly  genuine)  demonftrate  this,  and  in 
general  the  diftindion  of  thefe  offices  was  admit- 
ted through  the  chriftian  world. 

Yet  if  a  chriftian  people  were  grown  very- 
heretical,  the  bifhops  thought  themfelves  bound 
in  duty  to  provide  for  the  inftrudtion  of  the 
fmaller  number,  who*  in  their  judgment,  loved 
the  truth,  as  it  is  in  Jefus,  by  both  electing  and 
ordaining  a  bifhop  for  them.  Likewife  in  fending 
miffionaries  to  the  barbarous  nations,  it  would  be 
abfurd  to  fuppofe  that  they  waited  for  the  choice 
of  the  people.  They  deputed  and  ordained  whom 
they  approved  of  for  that  end. 

There  were  a  number  of  lower  offices,  door- 
keepers, fub-deacons,  acolyths,  or  attendants^ 
readers,  who  by  degrees  grew  up  in  the  chriftian 
church.  Thefe  appear  in  the  third  century.  A 
much  more  candid  and  true  account  of  them  may 
be  given,  than  what  has  been  impofed  on  us, 
with  fufficient  malignity.  It  could  not  be  to 
adminifter  to  the  pride  and  floth  of  the  higher 
clergy,  that  thefe  offices  were  inftituted.  Chri- 
ftians  increafcd  in  number,  and  more  labourers 
were  required.  Befides,  as  they  had  not  then 
any  feminaries,  the  ferving  of  the  church  in 
thefe  lower  offices  (I  have  the  pleafure  to  fee 
the  judicious  Calvin  unite  with  Bmgham  in  his 
fentiments  here*)  was  made  an  introductory  ftep 
M  m  2  to 
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t6  iht  higher  bf^c^.  And  this  fftts  thdr  ttidHt 
importirtt  dfe. 

The  authdtitjr  o(  th«  bifliop  wis  by  nd  rtieanrf 
Uhliiriitcd,  but  it  was  very  great.  Nothirtg  coald 
be  done  in  the  church  without  him.  The  extent 
df'his  droc^fe  Wa^  (Called  Ttctpfuxia.  Sofitte  of  thefe 
diocef^^s  had  a  greatter,  others  a  lefs  number  of 
churches  which  belonged  to  them.  The  diocefe  of 
Rome  had  ^ove  forty  chUrehes^  before  the  end  of 
the  third  century,  as  Optatui  obferves ;  arid  this 
agrees  very  well  with  the  account  befote  ftated  •, 
that  under  Cornelius,  the  bi(hop,  there  were  forty* 
fix  pfiefts.  Corrtelius  himfelf  muft  harre  mini- 
ft^ttd  pafticulafly  at  the  chief  or  mothcr-church. 
Uhprtaching  prelates  were  then  ffnknoWn.  The 
priefts  of  courfe  muft  have  fupplied,  amohg  them, 
the  fefvice  of  the  other  churches.  But  in  thefe 
times  diftihft  parilhes,  with  prefbyters  allotted  to 
therti,  were  not  known  In  cities  J.  It  appears  that 
the  bifhop  ftrtt  therti  futitefTiTdy  to  tninift?ef  aci 
cbrdrhg  to  his  difcretion.  But  the  neighbouring 
villages,  which  were  afxnexed  to  bilbopfics,  could 
riot  be  thus  fupplied.  They  had  even  then  ftated 
parilh  priefts,  who  a<5ted  under  the  authority  of 
the  bifhop. 

That  biSiops  were  not  mere  congregational 
f)aftors,  feerfis  evident  from  the  nature  of  things, 
as  well  as  the  concurrent  teftimony  of  all  an- 
tiquity.  There  were  feven  bifhops  who  be- 
longed to  the  feven  churches  of  Afia,  called 
Angels  in  the  Book  of  the  Revelations.  It  is  ab- 
furd  to  fuppofe  that  the  great  church  of  Ephefus, 
in  the  decline  of  St.  John's  lift,  fiiould  be  only  a 
fingle  congregation  ;  and  moft  probably  the  fanie 
is  true  of  all  the  reft.  Suppoflng  the  chriftian 
brethren  to  coftfift  of  five  hundred  men,  they, 
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tb^ir  families  ^ni  fcirvants,  and  CHrcafiQnal  b^ar^r^^ 
would  m^ke  an  aiTemblY  large  ^noMgh  for  mjf 
buman  voice.  ^u%  (be  cbriftians  pf  Ephefus  f:oi>* 
fifted  of  many  tbogfands,  more  probably.  Sq  di4 
the  church  of  Jerufalem*.  Thf  church  of  40' 
tipcb,  in  Cbryfofton)'s  time,  confifted  pf  an  hun* 
dred  thopfand.  1  fhpuld  not  wonder  if  it  had 
half  that  number  in  (be  latter  end  of  {he  thir4 
century.  Yet  it  js  certain  that  dipcefes  were 
rpuch  fmaller  th^n  in  aft^r  times.  The  vaft  e3$-« 
tenfiop  of  then)  prpved  very  inconvenient  to  the 
c^ufe  of  godlinefs.  Archbifhpp  Cranmer  wi(^e4 
tp  cprred  this  evil  iq  our  national  church,  and  be 
wanted  neither  zeal  no/  judgment.  Qut  that  ^1)4 
many  other  good  things  flept  with  fh^  ]£nglil|h 
Reformer?. 

*  The  choice  of  bilhpps  and  (in  part  at  Ifaft)  pf 
pre(byters  by  the  people,  is  a  cuftoip  which  fcems 
naturally  to  have  grpwn  out  of  the  circi^mftance^ 
of  the  church  at  that  time.  The  firfl  bifbops  and 
prelbyters  were  appointed  .by  the  Appftje^  themt- 
fclves  J,  nor  could  I  ever  find  f he  Icaft  veftige  in 
fcripture  of  their  appointment  by  the  pepplf. 
There  was  not  a  fufficient  judgment  in  .^ny  fpf 
this  truft;  the  world  being  at  that  time  Pf^g^n  QP 
Jewifh,  or  at  leaft  infant  in  phriftianity.  ApQ(lo.-< 
lical  wifdocp  and  autbprity,  under  Gpd,  fupplje^ 
the  want  in  the  next  fuccellipn  pf  bi(hop$.  A$  ^hff 
judgment  of  the  people  m^t^ired,  and  efpecially 
as  the  grace  of  Qod  w^  ftxong  ^mong  tbem»  tbey 
Y^ere  rendered  more  fi(  fpr  the  appointment*  A 
precedent  was  fet,  not  fcriptqral  indccdt  bPt^  very 
(ligb  antiquity  ;  and  the  pr^^tice  eontinued  during 
at  le^ft  the  three  fjrft  eentyries.  On  the  other  ban4 
I  do  not  find  that  the  people  ha^  any  power  in  de^ 
ppfing  a  bifliPp»  if  we  may  jyflge  t"rpm  the  welj^ 
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authenticated  cafe  of  Paul  of  Samofata.  The 
cognizance  of  the  crinies  of  bilhops  was  left  to  a 
council  or  fynod  of  neighbouring  bifbops  and 
prcibytcrs,  and  in  that,  as  well  as  all  material  af- 
fairs which  concerned  the  church  in  general,  the 
authority  of  fuch  councils  was  held  very  great, 
from  early  times;  nor  does  it  appear  that  the 
chriftian  laity  had  any  direAion  in  them. 

1  have  given  this  brief  (ketch  of  primitive  ecclc- 
fiaftical  government,  as  it  appears  to  me.  I  mean 
neither  to  provoke  nor  to  invite  any  controverly 
on  this  contentious  fubjed,  but  only  to  give  a 
general  view  of  the  firft  government  of  chriftian 
people.  I  wonder  not  at  the  controverfies  which 
have  been  ftartcd  on  the  fubjedt ;  fomething  may 
be  faid  for  epifcopacy,  for  prefbytery,  and  for  in- 
dependency. To  me  it  feems  an  unhappy  preju- 
dice to  look  on  any  one  of  the  forms  as  of  Di- 
vine right,  and  fcriptural  authority.  Circum- 
ftances  will  make  different  modes  more  proper  in 
one  place  and  at  one  time  than  at  another.  If 
the  reader  fees  the  fubjcd  in  the  light  in  which  it 
appears  to  me,  he  will  be  in  no  danger  of  bigotry, 
but  will  fee  much  reafon  for  moderation  ^nd 
latitudinarian  indifference;  and  I  would  it  were  fo 
with  all  chriftians,  that  our  zeal  might  be  em- 
ployed and  fpent  on  what  is  really  divine  and  ef- 
fentially  fcriptural.  So  balanced  are  the  argu- 
ments for  the  three  forms  of  church-government, 
that  the  independent  plan  feems  to  me  to  have  no 
general  foundation  cither  in  fcripture  or  antiquity, 
in  any  one  inftance;  the  prefbyterian  to  be  fcrip- 
tural and  primitive,  fo  far  as  the  inftitution  of 
the  clergy  is  concerned,  but  defeftive  for  want 
of  a  bilhop  ;  the  epifcopal  form  to  have  ob- 
tained in  all  the  primitive  churches  without  ex- 
ception; only  what  effeftually  checks  the  pride 
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of  thofe  who  arc  fond  of  the  pomp  of  hierarchy, 
ancient  epifcopacy  h^d  no  fecular  mixtures  and 
appendages ;  the  paftoral  charader  of  bifhops,  to- 
gether with  the  fmallnefs  of  their  diocefes,  always 
adapted  to  paftoral  infpe£bion,  made  them  more 
limilar  to  the  prefbytcrian  hierarchy ;  in  fine,  the 
ihare  of  the  people  in  chriftian  government,  though 
never  on  the  plan  of  independent  congregations, 
gives  yet  fome  plaufible  colour  to  independency. 

The  difcipline  of  the  primitive  church  wis 
very  ftrid ;  it  even  degenerated,  as  has  been  ob» 
ferved,  into  exceffive  feverity.  A  clergyman  once 
depofed  for  flagitioufnefs  was  never  reftored  to  his 
order.  This  might  be  right-,  another  cuftom  which 
prevailed  at  length  cannot  be  vindicated.  A  per- 
fon  once  qefted  for  his  vices  from  the  church 
hiight  be  reftored  *  •,  on  a  relapfe,  being  again 
cjefted,  he  could  never  be  favoured  with  church- 
communion,  though  by  no  means  fuppofed  to  be 
neceflarily  excluded  from  the  mercy  of  God  in 
Chrift.  Their  care  againft  herefies  has  been  abun- 
dantly (hewn,  and  their  zeal  againft  vicioufnefs 
of  pradice  was  equal  to  this.  Though  it  was 
carried  to  too  great  a  length,  and  was  mixed  with 
fuperftition,  yet  how  beautiful  does  it  appear  I 
How  demohftrative  of  the  .power  and  reality  of 
godlinefs  among  them,  in  comparifon  of  the  Vu 
centioufnefs  or  our  times  !  Chriftian  aflemblies 
were  then  frequented  with  great  conftancy,  and 
the  eucharift  was  generally  adminiftered  whenever 
they  met  for  public  worfhip.  But  greater  proofs, 
even  than  thefe,  of  their  fuperipr  regard  to  God 
and  every  thing  that  is  really  good,  remain  yet  to 
\>e  mentioned. 

Their  liberality  to  the  indigent  was  wonderful* 
There  was  nothing  like  it  at  that  time  in  the 

world* 
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world.     The  Jews  were  a  very  feUifli  hard-hearted 
tocoplc;  the  Gentiles  lived  in  luxury  and  fplcndor. 
If  they  could  i  but  care  for  the  poor  feeras  to  have 
made  no  part  of  their  jurifprudence,  nor  to  have 
been  at  all  a  falhionable  virtue.     I  never  could 
iearn  that  philofophers,  while  they  harangued  on 
virtue,  either  recommended  much,  or  pradifed 
any  kindnefs  to  the  bulk  of  mankind,  the  Oaves 
iind  the  vulgar.     Indeed  their  own  precepts  are 
direfted  to  the  higher  ranks,  and  they  fcem  to  for- 
get  that  thefe  were  of  the  human  fpecics.     An 
hofpital,  an  alm$-houfe,  or  any  provifion  of  that 
kind  for  the  poor,  was  unknown  in  the  pagan  and 
^hilofophic  world.     But  when  the  religion  of  him 
who  is  no  refpefter  of  perlons  began  to  prevail, 
the  barbarous  fpirit  of  ariftocracy  loft  its  domi« 
nion  among  chriftians,  while  it  ftill  prevailed  in 
the  manners  of  the  reft  of  mankind.     Chriftians 
felt  themfelves  all  finners,  all  in  the  fight  of  God 
on  a  level.     Neceflitated  to  keep  up  and  prefcrve 
ftill  a  due  fubordination  of  ranks,   and  whatever 
is  wholefome  in  government,   the  chriftian  mailer 
found  his  flave,  before  God,  his  equal,  redeemed 
by  the  fame  blood  of  God  made  man.    T  he  pride 
of  birth,  ftation,  and  quality,  was  crufticd  ;  they 
made  it  their   bufinefs  to  relieve  the  miferablc. 
The  pagans  admired"  their  brotherly  love.     We 
have  feen  above  a  thoufand  and   fifty   widows 
and  impotent  perfons  maintained  by  the  libera- 
lity of  the  Roman  church  under  Cornelius  •,  we 
have  feen  the  a(^ive  charity  of  the  archdeacon 
Laurentius,   in  finding  out  and  aftifting  mifcrable 
objefts,  punilhed  with  a  fiery  death.     The  very 
fpirit  and  tafte  of  chriftians,   with  the  frugality 
and  fimplicity  of  their  lives  and  manners,  enabled 
them  abundantly  to  help  the  neceffitous-,   while 
the  reft  of  the  world  perfecuted,  and' philofophcrs 
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tkemfelvcs,  dependant  on  the  great,  and  looking 
on  the  poor  as  nothing,  reafoned  againft  them^ 
"  O  God  of  all  grace,  whofe  tender  mercies  lare 
over  all  thy  works,  this  muft  be  thy  religion 
which  humbled  and  fweetened  the  hearts  of  men» 
which  taught  them  practically  to  regard  all  men 
as  brethren,  and  to  delight  in  doing  good  to  alU 
without  diftindion  of  perfons  !" 

But  the  mod  lingularly  (Iriking  charaderiftic 
of  this  people  has  not  yet  been  noticed.  Though 
they  had  a  regular  polity,  guarded  by  great  ftri&* 
nefs  of  difcipline,  diftinguifhed  into  a  number  of 
communities,  each  adminiftered  by  a  biihop, 
prefbyiers,  and  deacons,  and  concentrated  oy 
general  councils  held  from  time  to  time ;  they 
neither  had,  nor  ftrovc  to  obtain  the  le^ft  fccular 
fupport  of  any  kind.  They  lay  expofed  to  the 
rage  of  the  whole  world  around  tnem,  incited 
by  its  natural  enmity  againfl:  God  and  love  of 
fin,  and  finding  itfelf  condemned  by  thefe  up- 
ftarts  as  defervedly  obnoxious  to  the  Divine 
difpleafure.  The  whole  Roman  world  embraced 
thoufands  of  difcordant  feds  and  parties;  thefe 
all  tolerated  one  another,  becaufe  all  agreed  to 
treat  fin  with  lenity,  and  to  allow  one  another's 
religion  to  be  right,  on  the  whole.  It  was  i^« 
poflible  for  chrillians  to  do  this  :  hence  the  fpirit 
of  perfecution  was  excited,  and  whoever  at  this 
day  lives  in  the  fame  fincere  hoftility  againft  all 
fin,  and  in  the  exercife  of  the  fame  charity,  pa- 
tience, and  heavenly- mindednefs  as  they  did,  will 
undefignedly,  yet  unquefiionably,  excite  the  wrath 
of  the  reft  of  mankind,  ju(t  in  the  fame  manner. 
But  how  precarious  their  ftate  in  fociety  was,  on 
this  account,  is  evident.  They  had  not  the  leaft 
k^al  or  fecular  aid  againfl:  persecution.     Obligedi 
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like  the  reft  of  the  fubjefts  of  the  Romaic  empire^' 
to  contribute  to  the  general  defence,  and  to  ferve 
in  the  Roman  armies,  when  called  on,  as  much  as 
others,  they  had  no  civil  privileges:  if  an  emperor 
chofe  to  perfecute,  they  were  perfeftly  defencelefs, 
and  had  no  political  refource  againft  opprelfion. 

What  could  be  the  reafon  of  this  ?  Shall  we 
fay  their  circumftances  were,  during  the  firft  three 
hundred  years,  too  low,'  and  their  means  too  weak 
to  encourage  them  to  attempt  any  thing  of  this 
kind  ?  This  has  been  faid  by  thofc  who  are  not 
willing  to  allow  that  their  paflivenefs  under  in- 
juries proceeded  from  principle.  But  fuppofe 
how  that  they  thought  it  right  to  refift  the  powers 
that  be^  and  that  thofe  who  refifl:  do  not  receive  to 
tbemfelves  damnation^  but  merit  the  tribute  of  ap- 
plaufe  for  Supporting  the  natural  rights  of  man  -, 
then  as  no  people  on  earth  were  ever  more  unjuftly 
treated,  they  would  naturally  feel  their  injuries  as 
other  men  do,  and  admitting  them  too  weak  and 
Inconfiderable,  in  the  firft  century,  to  have  at- 
tempted any  thing,  furely  in  the  fecond,  and  much 
more  in  the  third,  their  thoufands  and  tens  of 
thoufands  muft  have  been  capable  of  (baking  the 
foundations  of  the  empire.  So  far  from  being 
without  means,  they  Icem  to  have  had  much 
greater  than  many  who  have  difturbed  the  repofc 
6f  kingdoms. 

Here  is  "  imperium  in  imperio^**  a  regular  welU 
united  phalanx  of  men,  inured  to  frugal  habits 
and  a  variety  of  hardships ;  not  a  mere  mob  of 
levellers,  but  men  taught  to  obey  their  religious 
governors,  and  Submitting  to  great  ftriftnefs  of 
difcipline.  Among  their  governors,  if  hiftory 
had  not  informed  us  fo,  we  are  fure  there  nluft 
have  been  fome  men  of  genius,  fortitude,  and 
capacity,  who  already  had  exercifed  their  talents 
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in  the  art  of  government,  and  poflefled  that  elo- 
quence which  inflames  the  paflions  of  the  lower  fort. 
Cyprian  of  Carthage  is  undoubtedly  one  of  thefe. 
The  fame  courage,  capacity,  difcretion,  and  afti- 
vity,  which  made  him  an  oracle  over  half  the 
Roman  empire  among  chriftians,  would,  had  it 
been  exerted  in  a  military  line,  have  been  for- 
midable to  the  tKrone  of  the  Cael'ars.  Their 
brethren  in  the  Roman  armies  might  have  taught 
them  military  difcipline;  the  riches  which  a  num- 
ber of  them  poflefled  might  have  purchafed  arms 
and  military  (lores.  Thofc  captive  biftiops,  who 
gained  fo  (trong  an  afcendant  over  the  ignorant 
barbarous  nations,  might  have  eaflly  effected  an 
alliance  between  them  and  thole  of  the  chriilian 
name. 

The  reader  fees  the  confequence :  I  do  not  fay 
they  would  have  prevailed  in  the  end;  nothing 
is  more  uncertain  than  the  ifllie  of  war :  but  fup- 
poflng  them  to  have  thought  reliftancc  lawful^ 
amidft  the  diftraftions  of  the  Roman  empire  from 
within  and  from  without,  they  had  both  tempta- 
tions and  probabilities  fufiiciencly  (Irong  to  have 
excited  a  rebellion,  fuch  as  any  other  people 
would  have  done,  who  in  knowledge  and  civiliza- 
tion were  not  inferior  to  thofe  among  whom  they 
lived.  The  concluflon  feems  undeniable;  if  a  fet 
of  men  are  very  unjuftly  treated,  have  probable 
means  of  redrefling  themfelvcs  by  force,  and 
think  it  lawful  to  ufe  thofe  means,  they  will  do 
fo  of  courfe.  On  the  'contrary,  it  appears  not 
from  a  few  paflages  here  and  there  only,  but 
from  the  whole  lenourof  their  writings,  and,  what 
is  ftill  more,  from  their  uniform  praftice,  without 
a  (ingle  exception,  that  they  thought  it  unchriftian 
to  feek  this  mode  of  relief.  Patience,  and  prayer, 
and  charity  were  their  only  arms.    Nor  do  you 
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find  a  fingk  inftance  of  a  chriftian  inta^meddliDg 
tiirich  the  politics  of  his  fime. 

Muft  we  not  then  fay  that  they  underftood  the 
rules  laid  down  in  th^  thirteenth  chapter  to  the 
Romans,  and  other  parts  of  the  New  TeftatimCt 
in  a  literal  manner  ?  That  they  thpught  if  WHHig 
to  revenge  injuries,  public  as  well  as  private,  and 
referred  themfelves  wholly  to  him  who  hath  faid^ 
♦'  Vengeance  is  mine  !*'  I  believe  we  have  no 
other  alternative.  This  was  the  fum  qf  chriftian 
politics;  and  in  this  light  what  an  advantage  this 
fpirit  proved  to  them  in  making  them  feel  them* 
felves  Grangers  and  pilgrims  on  earth,  in  caufing 
them  to  long  for  the  heavenly  ftate,  in  deadening 
their  aflFe6tions  to  the  world,  and  in  exercifing 
them  in  faith  and  charity,  is  not  hard  to  conceive; 
and  whenever  real  chriftians,  in  our  times,  (hall 
more  fully  emancipate  them&lves  from  the  am- 
bitious notions,  with  which  the  pref^nt  habits  and 
prejudices  of  men  infe£t  them,  and  through  Di- 
vine Grace  catch  the  fpirit  of  the  primitive  be- 
lievers in  this  point,  they  will  then  fee  a  beauty 
in  the  New  Teftament*principles,  on  this  fubje^l, 
of  which  they  have  now  little  idea :  the  love  of 
the  world  will  ceafe  fo  (Irongly  to  entangle  them, 
and  primitive  apoftolic  faith  and  practice  may 
again  vifit  the  earth  in  its  genuine  fimplicity. 

The  monadic  fpirit,  I  have  already  obfcrved, 
had  begun  to  appear  during  the  Decian  perfecu- 
tion.  About  the  year  two  hundred  and  fcventy 
lived  Anthony  the  Egypdan,  the  firft  founder  of 
thefe  communities.  Athanafius  has  written  his 
life  *.  A  modern,  who  is  fenfible  of  ancient 
fafhionable  abfurdities,  and  infenfible  of  prefent 
ones,  would  be  tempted  to  think  that  he  muft 
have  been  a  very  weak  perfon  who  could  write  it, 
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without  confidcring  that  pofterity,  quick-fighted 
to  the  follies  of  our  age,  may  be  under  the  fame 
temptation  to  judge,  in  the  fame  manner,  of  great 
men  in  our  times.  In  truth,  Athanafius  was  a 
man  of  folid  fertfe  and  capacity  ;  but  thefe  are  no 
defence  agdinft  modilh  errors,  and  unhappily  the 
Monkifh  fuperfticion  was  growing  into  high  ad* 
miration.  Anthony,  it  fecms,  perverting  a  few 
texts  of  fcripture,  took  upon  him  to  live  in  foli- 
tude.  His  aufterities  were  exceflive,  and  ridicu- 
lous (lories  are  told  of  his  contefts  with  the  devil, 
not  worth  reading;  only  I  fee  in  them  a  dangerous 
fpirit  of  fclf-rightcous  pride  and  vain-glory,  by 
which  this  fame  Anthony  was  encouraged  in  his 
progreft,  and  which  will  lead  a  man  very  far  in 
external  (hews  of  holincfs,  while  there  is  little  of 
the  reality.  It  is  probable  that  his  life,  as  it  is 
recorded  by  Athanafius,  might,  as  fuperftition 
grew  more  and  more  reputable,  appear  admirable 
in  the  eyes  of  many  much  better  men  than  An- 
thony himleff. 

We  (l>all  leave  Anthony  ftill  alive,  propagating 
the  moaaftic  fpirit,  and  extending  its  influence 
not  only  into  the  next  century,  but  for  many  ages 
after,  and  conclude  this  view  of  the  ftate  of  the 
third  century,  with  eXprelTing  our  regret  that  the 
faith  and  love  of  the  gofpel  received,  toward  the 
clofe  of  it,  a  dreadful  blow  from  the  encourage* 
iiient  of  this  unchriftian  prafticc. 
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CHAP.     XXI. 

TESTIMONIES  TO  THE  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST  FROM  ITS 

ENEMIES. 

THE  faftidious  indifference,  at  lead,  if  not 
the  virulent  enmity  (hewn  to  the  gofpel  by 
the  great  men  of  Greece  and  Rome,  during  the 
three  firft  centuries,  leaves  one  little  reafon  to  ex- 
pect much  account  of  chriftians  through  the  chan- 
nel of  their  writings.  A  few  curfory,  farcaftic, 
and  ill-informed  rcfleftions  are  all  that  can  be 
found,  in  our  days,  concerning  more  modern  re- 
vivals and  propagation  of  evangelical  truth  and 
^odlincfs,  in  writers  of  polite  eftimation.  Some- 
thing however  of  this  fort  is  to  be  gleaned  up 
which  may  throw  fome  light  on  the  ftatc  of  reli- 
gion in  the  fecohd  and  third  centuries.  One 
writer  indeed,  Celfus,  particularly  in  the  cxtradts 
of  him  preferved  by  Origen,  will  fhew  us  perhaps 
more  than  all  the  reft  put  together.  Dr.  Lardner 
has  laboured  abundantly  in  this  point,  for  the 
purpofe  of  eftablifliing  the  general  credibility  of 
the  gofpel.  My  views  in  throwing  together  a 
few  quotations  muft  be  for  a  different  purpofe; 
to  illuftrate  the  character  of  real  chriftians,  and 
point  out  fome  of  the  effeds  of  the  work  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  upon  them.  Lardner's  colleftions 
will  however  be  ferviceable  to  my  plan  as  well  as 
to  his  own. 

In    the   former    part   of    the    fecond   century 
flouriftied  the  Stoic  Philofophcr  Epiftctus.     Ar- 
rian  has  publiflied  his  difcourfes.     In  one  paffage,. 
he  occafionally  fpeaks  of  **  the  GaliJasans,  as  indif-  ' 
fcrent  to  fufferings  from  madnefs  or  from  habit." 
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Thcfe  Galilsans  arc  obviouQy  chriftians.  Fof 
what  caufc  they  were  indiflFerent  to  fuffcrings,  wc 
(hall  be  willing  to  learn  from  thofc  who  better 
underftand  the  lubjeft.  Indeed  they  took  joyfully 
the  fpoiling  of  their  goods,  becaufe  they  knew  in 
themfelves  that  they  had  in  heaven  a  better  and 
enduring  fubftance.  Chriftian  faith  and  hope  af- 
ford motives  truly  deferving  a  better  name  thaa 
madnefs  or  habit.  But  the  fad  is  atteded  by  this 
prejudiced  philofopher,  that  chriftians  were  then 
expofed  to  lingular  fufferings,  and  that  they  bore 
them  with  a  compofure  and  ferenity  fo  aftoniihing^ 
that  philofophers  knew  not  how  to  account  for 
their  patience.  Strengthened  they  were  indeed 
with  might,  by  the  glorious  power  of  their  God^ 
to  all  patience  and  long-fufFering  with  joyfulnefs. 

In  the  fame  century  Apuleius,  a  ludicrous  au- 
thor, in  his  Metamorphofis  fpeaks  of  a  baker,  a 
good  fort  of  man,  troubled  with  a  bad  wife  pof- 
fefled  of  every  vice,  perverfe,  a  drunkard,  lewd^ 
a  follower  of  vain  obfervances,  who  pretended 
that  the  Deity  was  only  one. 

I  fuppofe  Apuleius  would  not  have  noticed  her 
other  crimes,  had  (he  not  been  guilty  of  this  laft. 
See  the  difference  which  chriftianity  has  made  in 
the  world.  Through  Europe  the  character  of 
any  man's  uaderftanding  would  be  much  im- 
peached at  prefenr,  who  fhould  ferioufly  affert  a 
plurality  of  Gods.  The  belief  of  the  Divine 
Unity  is,  by  a  polite  author  of  the  fccond  century, 
claffed  with  an  aifemblage  of  vices.  What  have 
you  been  doing,  philofophers,  that  you  never 
could  rid  mankind  of  polytheifm,  which  every 
philolophcr  now  defpifes  ?  But  let  the  philofopher 
know,  that  God  has  effeded  this  by  the  gofpel. 
This  baker's  wife  is  evidently  a  chriftian,  there- 
fore loaded  with  reproaches  probably  unjuft :  her 
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hufband  is  as  plaifiljF  a  pagan,  therefore  a  good 
fort  of  matt,  as  the  world  generally  allows  its  fol- 
lowers to  be ;  *'  if  ye  were  of  the  world,  the  world 
would  love  its  own." 

The  e^tra<fts  from  Celfii^^  who  y^rote  in  the  lat- 
terend  of  the  fecond  century,  prefcrved  in  Origen's 
work  againft  him,  are  very  valuable  in  the  light 
vhich  1  have  ftatcd.  Take  a  few  of  them,  and 
Confider  what  may  juftly  be  inferred  from  them 
concerning  the  nature  of  the  gofpcl  and  the 
charafters  of  its  profeffors.  I  (hall  fcleft  a  few, 
partly  from  my  own  obfervations,  and  partly  as 
Dr.  Lardner  has  given  us  them  in  his  colledtions. 
A  particular  reference  to  each  of  them  will  be 
needlcfs.  The  reader  muft  be  prepared  to  hear 
bitter  things.  A  more  fpiteful  calumniator  hardly 
ever  exilted ;  but  he  may  ferve  a  purpofe  which 
he  never  intended. 

"  If  they  fay,  "  Do  not  examine,*'  and  the  like, 
in  their  ufual  manner,  it  is  however  incumbent  on 
them  to  teach  what  thofc  things  are  which  they 
aflert,   and  whence  they  are  derived." 

**  Wifdom  in  life  is  a  bad  thing,  but  folly  is 
good." 

*'  Chrift  was  privately  educated,  and  ferved  for 
hire  in  Egypt*-,  got  acquainted  with  miraculous 
arts  there,  returned,  and  for  thofe  miracles  de- 
clared himfelf  God." 

'^  The  Apoftles  were  infamous  men,  publicans 
and  abandoned  mariners." 

"  Why  fliould  you,  when  an  infant,  be  carried 
into  Egypt,  left  you  (hould  be  murdered  ?  God 
fhould  not  fear  being  put  to  death." 

'^  You  lay  that  God  was  fent  to  finners ;  but 
why  not  to  thofc  who  were  free  from  fin  ?  What 
harm  is  it  not  to  have  finned  ?" 

"  You 

*  The  authentidty  of  St.  Matth.  ad  chap,  which  has  been  un- 
rcafooably  deniedi  is  eliabliihed  by  this  paflage. 
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^'  You  encourage  finners,  ^becaufc  you  arc  not 
dble  to  perfuade  any  really  good  men;  therefore 
you  open  the  doors  to  the  molt  wicked  an4 
abandoned." 

"  Some  of  them  fay,  do  not  examine,  but  be* 
lieve,  and  thy  faith  fhall  fave  thee." 

*'  Thcfe  arc  our  inllicutions,"  (fpeaking  of  chri- 
ftians  with  a  fnecr)  "  let  not  any  man  of  learning, 
come  hcrre,  nor  any  wile  man,  nor  any  man  of. 
prudence;  for  thefe  things  are  reckoned  evil  by 
us.  But  whoever  is  unlearned,  ignorant,  and 
filly,  let  him  come  without  fear.'*  Thus  they 
own  that  they  can  gam  only  the  foolifh,  the  vul- 
gar, the  ftupid  flavcs,  women  and  children.  They 
who  convcrfcd  with  him  when  alive,  and  heard 
his  voice,  and  followed  him  as  their  mafter,  when 
they  faw  him  under  puniftiment  and  dying,  were 
fo  far  from  dying  with  him  or  for  him,  or  being 
induced  to  defpifc  fufferings,  that  they  denied  that 
they  were  his  difciples;  but  now  you  die  with  him.'*, 

"  He  had  no  reafon  to  fear  any  mortal  now, 
after  he  died,  and  as  you  fay  he  was  a  God.'* 

*'  He  pcrfuadcd  only  twelve  abandoned  failors,' 
and  publicans,  and  did  not  perfuade  even  all  thefe.'* 

'*  At  firft  when  they  were  but  tew  they  agreed. 
But  when  they  became  a  multitude  they  were  rent 
again  and  again,  and  each  will  have  their  own 
fadlions;  for  fadiious  fpirits  they  had  from  the 
beginning.'* 

*'  They  are  now  fo  fplit  into  different  feds,  that 
they  have  only  the  name  left  them  in  common." 

*'  All  wife  men  are  excluded  from  the  doftrine 
of 'their  faith ;  they  call  to  it  only  fools  and  men 
of  a  fcrvile  fpirit." 

He  frequently  upbraids  chriftians  for  reckoning 
him  who  had  a  mortal  body  to  be  God,  and  look- 
ing  on  themfelves  as  pious  on  that  account. 

N  n  !!  The 
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"  The  preachers  of  their  Divine  Wora  only  at- 
tempt to  perfuade  fools,  mean  and  fenlelefs  pcr- 
fons,llaves,  women  and  children. — What  harm  can' 
there  be  in  being  learned,  well-informed,  and  both' 
in  being  and  appearing  a  man  of  knowledge?  What 
obftacle  can  this  be  to  the  knowledge  of  God  7 
Muft  it  not  be  an  advantage  ? 

**  We  fee  thefe  itmcrants  ihewing  rcadrly  their 
tricks  to  the  vulgar,  but  not  approaching  the  af- 
femblies  of  wife  men,  nor  daring  there  to  (hew 
themfelves ;  but  wherever  they  fee  boys,  a  crowd 
of  flaves  and  ignorant  men,  there  they  thruft  inf 
themfelves  and  (hew  off  their  dodrine/' 

'*  You  may  fee  weavers,  taylors,  and  fullers, 
illiterate  and  ruftic  men  in  their  houfes,  but  not 
daring  to  utter  a  word  before  perfons  of  age,  ex- 

Eerience,  and  refpeftability  ^  but  when  they  get 
old  of  boys  privately,  and  filly  women,  they  re- 
count wonderful  things,  that  they  muft  not  mind 
their  fathers  or  their  tutors,  but  obey  them,  a5 
their  fathers  and  guardians  are  quite  ignorant  and 
in  the  d^rk,  but  themfelves  alone  have  the  true 
wifdom.  And  if  the  children  obey  them,  they 
pronounce  them  happy,  and  dired  them  to  leave 
their  fathers  and  tutors,  and  to  go  with  the  women 
and  their  play-fellows  into  the  chambers  of  the 
females,  or  into  a  taylor's  or  fuller's  (hop,  that 
they  may  learn  perfcftion," 

*'  In  other  myfteries,  the  cryer  ufes  to  fay,  who- 
ever has  clean  hands,  and  a  good  confcience,  and 
a  good  life,  let  him  come  in.  But  let  us  hear 
whom  they  call.  "  Whoever  is  a  finncr,  a  fool,  an 
infaht,  a  loft  wretch,  the  kingdom  of  God  will  re- 
ceive him" — "  An  unjuft  man,  if  he  humble  him- 
ftlf  for  his  crimes,  God  will  receive  him ;  but  a 
juft  man  who  has  proceeded  in  a  courfe  of  virtue 
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not  be  received.** 

He  compares  a  chriftian  doAor  to  a  quack,* 
who  promifes  to  heal  the  fick,'  on  condition  tha^ 
they  keep  from  intelligent  prafticioncrs,  left  hiS 
Ignorance  be  detefted. 

'*  You  will  hear  them,  though  differing  fy 
widely  from  orte  another,  and  abufing  one  anothrf 
fo  foully,  making  that  boaft,  "  the  world  is  cr\l^ 
cified  to  me,  and  1  to  the  world*.** 

"  The  fame  things  are  better  faid  by  the  Grcekf, 
and  without  the  imperious  denunciation  of  God^ 
or  the  Son  of  God.** 

"  If  one  fort  introduce  one  doftrine,  another 
another,  and  all  join  in  faying,  "  Believe,  if  yorf 
would  be  faved,  or  depart  ;**  what  are  they  to  do^ 
who  defire  really  to  be  faved  ?  Are  chey  to  deter- 
mine by  the  throw  of  a  dye?  Where  arc  they  t6 
turn  ihcmftlvesj  or  whom  to  believe?*' 

"  Do  you  not  fee,  that  any  man,  that  will,  niaj? 
carry  you  away  and  crucify  you  arid  your  daimon^ 
•  as  you  fay,  the  Son  of  God  gives  you  no  help?" 

But  enough  of  Celfus.  He  would  not  dcfervtf 
a  moment's  attention^  were  it  not  fof  the  lighfi 
which  he  throws  on  the  hiftory  of  the  chriftian* 
of  his  own  times,  that  is,  of  the  fecond  ceAtury. 

It  appears  evident  that  there  was  then  a  Angu- 
lar fort  of  perfons,  fu' jed  to  all  manner  of  ill 
treatment  from  the  reft  of  the  world,  and  who 
might  be  hunted  down  at  pleafure  by  violence  or 
by  calumny.  Celfus  infults  them  on  account  of 
their  defcncelefs  condition.  Had  they  refifted  evil 
with  evil,  his  malignity  would  have  taught  him  to 
reproach  their  turbulence  and  fcditioufnefs.  Un- 
doubtedly then  they  were  a  meek,  quiet,  peaceable, 
inofFenfive  people.-  It  appears  alfathat  they  wor- 
N  n  2  ihipped 
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ihipped  a  pcrfon  named  Jcfus,  who  Bad  been  cni^ 
cified  at  Jerufalem,  and  worfhipped  him  as  GoDy 
and  Celfus  derides  their  folly  on  that  account ;  in 
his  view  of  things,  that  the  fame  perfon  (hould 
be  both  God  and  man  was  the  'greateft  incon- 
fiftency.     Their  dodtrine  concerning  Chrift  ap- 
pears  to  him  fooli(h  beyond  meafure,    fit  only* 
for  the  underftanding  of  fools,  and  beneath  the 
regard  of  wife  men.     Even  from  his  loofc  and 
farcaftic  views  of  it  one  may  conclude,  that  they 
laid  great  ftrefs  on  faith;  that  the  exercife  of  it  was 
connefted  with  falvation,  but  that  this  escercife  in  its 
whole  nature  was  contrary  to  all  that  is  efteemed 
wife  and  great  in  the  world.     It  was  aifo  a  great 
ftumbling  block  to  Celfus,   that  men  the  moft 
wicked  and  abandoned  might  be  faved  by  faith  in 
Jcfus,  and  that  men's  confidence  in  moral  virtues 
was  a  bar  to  their  falvation.     Nor  does  it  appear 
that  the  number  of  converts  among  the  wife  or 
*  great  was  krge;  the  lower  ranks  of  men  were  beft 
difpofed  to  receive  it,  and  the  bulk  of  chriftiair 
profeflbrs  confided  of  thefe.  •" 

From  thefe  premifes,  with  a  careful  ftudy  of 
the  facred  volume,  any  man,  poflefled  of  a  hum- 
ble fpirit,  may  fee  what  the  religion  was  which 
Celfus  fo  vehemently  reprobates.  It  could  not 
be  the  doftrine  of  common  morality.  He  owns 
indeed  they  taught  this,  though  he  fays  that  the 
philofophers  taught  it  better.  One  may  appeal 
to  any  perfon  almoft  at  this  day,  whether  chri- 
iiian  morals  are  not  immenfely  fuperior  to  any 
thing  that  is  to  be  learnt  from  Plato,  Tully,  or 
Seneca.  It  has  been  the  fafliion  to  extol  the  moral 
part  of  fcripture,  I  fear  with  an  infidious  eye  to 
the  doftrinal.  What  that  was  in  Celfus's  days, 
he  himfelf,  in  a  meafure,  tells  us.  **  Chrift  cru- 
cified, the  living  and  true  God,  the  only  Saviour 
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pf  finful  men — the  ncccflity  of  renouncing  our 
own  wifdom  and  righteoufnefs,  falvation  through 
believing  alone,  dependance  on  our  fuppofed 
goodnefs,  ruinous  and  fatal/'  It  i3  certain  that 
moral  dodrine,  had  that  been  the  main  part  ,of 
the  chriftian  fchcme,  would  not  ib  much  have 
provoked  the  enmity  of  Celfus. 

The  peculiar  doftrines  of  the  gofpel,  man's 
fallen  ftate,  juft.ification  by  Jefus  Chrift  alone, 
divine  illumination  and  influence,  thefe  which  ex* 
cite  the  ilUwill  of  man  by  nature  now  as  much  as 
then ;  thcfc  were  plainly  the  dodlrines  which  oc- 
cafioned  fuch  miftepreftnt^tipn  ^nd  .abyfc  ^s  that 
.lye  haye  fee.n. 

If  the  reader  were  to  dip  into  fome  controverfial 
ipampUets  publilbed  again fl:  the  revival  of  godli- 
j]efs  in  our  own  timesj  he  would  fee  a  ftrong  con* 
formity  of  tafte  and  fentiment  between  Celfus  and 
many  who  call  themfelves  cbriftiao  paftors.  Cir* 
cumftances  yary ;  the  drefles  of  religious  profeffion 
will  alter  in  the  world's  courfe  of  things.  The 
undifcerning  will  be  thenc;e  liable  to  form  a  wrong 
.eftimate.  But  there  is  np  new  thing  under  the 
fun.  That  which,  in  our  times,  has  been  derided 
as  enthufiafm,  was  thus  treated  in  the  fecond  cen- 
tury ;  and  he  who  pleafes  may  fee  in  England  the 
fame  fort  of  perfons,  living  by  the  faitn  of  ,thc 
Son  of  Goo,  derided  by  perfons  of  the  fame  (lamp 
as  Celfus.  And  I  add  to  the  remarks  made  on 
him  by  others,  as  giving  a  good  teftimony  to  the 
miracles  and  fa6ts  of  the  gofpel,  that  ^e  teftifies 
alfo  the  work  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  in  his  day, 
and  Ihew^  us  what  fort  of  doftrine  was  preached 
and  profeflTcd  by  chriftians  at  that  time. 

Lucian  of  Samofata  was  a  contemporary  of 
Celfus.  He  has  already  been  mentioned  as  throw- 
ing confiderable  light  on  the  hiftory  of  chriftians 
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in  the  ftoty  of  Percgpinus.  The  delufion  into 
which  this  hypocritical  chriftian  was  fuffered  to 
fall,  after  his  apoftacy,  dcferves  to  be  noticed  a$ 
a  warning  to  thofe  who  ufe  the  name  of  Jcfus  for 
a  cloke  to  finifter  purfuits. 

tit  publickly  burnt  himfelf  in  the  fight  of  all 
Greece,  foon  after  the  Olympic  games  were  over*. 
He  did  it  to  gain  himfelf  a  name,  and  he  had  his 
Inward.  Heathen  authors  fpeak  honourably  of 
him.  The  Juftre  of  his  philofophic  life  and  often- 
tatious  fuicide  expiated,  in  the  eyes  pf  men  of 
this  world,  the  guilt  and  infamy  of  his  juvenile 
profefllon  of  the  gofpel.  A  ftatue  was  erefted  to 
him  at  Parium  in  Myfia,  which  w^s  fuppofed  to 
be  of acular. 

The  depth  of  iniquity,  in  a  chriftian  view,  may 
feem  the  perfeftion  of  virtue  in  a  philqfophical. 
Tbe  Lord  feeth  not  as  man  feetb. 

Lucian  tells  us  alfo  of  one  Alexander,  a  falfe 
Prophet,  who  deluded  mankind  by  oracular  falfe- 
Jioods.  Some  Epicureans  dereded  and  expofed 
his  fallacies,  which  made  him  declare  that  Pontus 
was  full  of  Atheifts  and  Chridians,  who  had  the 
affurance  to  raifc  flandcrous  ftories  againft  him. 
And  he  excited  the  people  to  drive  ihem  away 
with  ftones.  He  appointed  myllerious  rites,  like 
thofe  of  Athens,  arid  on  the  tirft  day  of  the  fo- 
lemnity  proclamation  was  made  as  at  Athens. 
!'  If  any  Epicurean^  Chriftian,  or  Atheift,  be 
come  hither  as  a  fpy  upon  thefe  myfteries,  let  him 
depart  with  all  Ipced.  '  And  a  happy  initiation  to 
thofe  who  believe  in  God.'*  Then  they  thruft 
the  people  away,  he  going  before  and  faying, 
"  Away  with  the  chriftians:"  then  the  multitude 
cried  out  again,  "  Away  with  the  Epicureans/* 

We 
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Wc  fee  here  again  that  there  is  nothing  new 
under  the  fun.  A  fervent  or  artful  fupportcr 
of  old  pagan  fuperftitions  finds  himfelf  oppofed 
by  two  forts  of  people,  the  moft  oppofite  to 
one  another  pofliblc.  Epicurean  fceptics,  men 
of  no  religious  principle,^  ai;id  chriftian  believers. 
It  is  fo  at  this  day.  A  Chriftian  and  a  Sceptic 
;would  unite  to  difcountenance  Papal  fuperftitions, 
but  with  how  different  a  fpirit !  the  one  with  com- 

{DaiTion^nd  gravity,  the  other  with  careleJQTnefs  and 
evity.  And  with  how  different  a  defign  I  the  for- 
mtv  to  effabliffi  the  true  worfhip  of  God,  ihe  lat'^ 
ter  to  fupport  univerfal  profanenefs. 

The  author  Lucian  himfelf  was  an  Epicurean^ 
as  full  of  wit  as  of  profanenef;^.  His  dialpeues 
abound  ii>  farcadic  infmuations  againft  the  falhion- 
able  idolatry.  He  did  oot  know  that  he  was  co- 
operating with  chriftians  in  fubverting  the  abo- 
minations which  had  fubfifted  for  fo  many  ages. 
His  writings  were  doubtlefs  of  ufe  in  this  rc- 
fpe6b.  And  who  koows  how  feryiceable,  uhder 
God,  the  prefent  faftiionable  fpirit  of  depreciating 
and  lowering  Popery  may  be  to  the  general  efta- 
blilhment  or  chriflianity,  though  nothing  be  far- 
ther from  the  thoughts  of  thofc  political  fceptics 
who  are  engaged  in  it ! 

There  is  a  dialogue,  called  Philopatris,  afcribed 
to  Lucian,  but  probably  writt<en  by  fome  other 
perfon  foniewhat  later.  Doubtlefs  it  is  of  high 
antiquity.  It  ridicules  the  doftrine  of  the  Trinity. 
^*  One  three^  three  cne.  The  moft  high  God,  Son 
of  the  Father,  the  Spirit  proceeding  from  the  Fa- 
ther." Such  are  the  expreflSons  in  the  dialogue. 
He  fpeaks  alfo  of  'f  a  beggarly,  forrowful  com- 
pany of  people \*  he  infinuates  their  difaffeftion 
to  government,  that  they  wilhed  for  bad  news 
and  delighted  in  public  calamities.  Some  of  them 
fafted  ten  whole  days  withput  eating,  and  they 
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ipcnt  whole  nights  in  finging  hymns.'* .  Who 
does  not  fee  in  all  this  the  language  of  an  enemy, 
dclcribing  men  of  holy  lives  and  mortified  affec- 
tions worlhipping  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  and  elevated  in  their  defircs  and 
fpirit  above  the  world,  that  is  real  chriftians? 

Ariftides  the  Sophift,  another  contemporary  of 
Celfus,  fpeaks  with  indignation  againft  fome  pcr- 
fons  of  his  day,  whom  he  obfcrves  in  manners  to 
be  not  unlike  the  impious  people  in  Paleftinc; 
for  they  acknowledge  not  the  gods,  they  differ 
from  the  Greeks  and  all  good  men,  dextrous  in 
fubverting  houfes  and  dilturbing  families;  con- 
tributing nothing  to  public  feftivals,  but  dwelling 
in  corners,  they  are  wonderfully  wife*." 

Thus,  when  men  were  out  of  humour  with  any 
perfons,  they  compared  them  to  chriftians,  who 
were  thus  made  the  off-fcouring  of  all  things. 
Their  Angular  abftinence  from  all  reigning  vices 
and  follies,  and  their  fteady  adherence  to  the  wor- 
ihip  of  the  living  God,  appears  from  hence,  and 
we  have  here  an  additional  teftimony  to  the 
ftrength  of  the  Divine  operations  on  their  minds. 

Much  about  the  fame  time  Galen,  the  famous 
phyfician,  gave  teftimony  to  the  firmnefs  and  per- 
feverance  of  chriftians:  ''  It  is  eafier,''  fays  he, 
**  to  convince  the  difciples  of  Mofes  and  Chrirt 
than  phyficians  and  philofophers  who  are  addifted 
to  particular  fefts  ;''  To  that  their  fortitude  or  ob- 
ftinacy  was  proverbial  at  that  time,  and  they  were 
a  people  then  well  known  in  the  world. 

Plotinus  was  one  of  the  moft  celebrated  difciples 
.of  the  new  Platonic  fchool  in  this  century,  the 
genius  of  which,  as  formed  by  Ammonius,  has 
beeri  before  defcribed.  He  had  ftudied  under 
Ammonius,  and  by  the  ftrength  of  his  parts,  the 
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multiplicity  of  his  literary  acquifitions,  and  thegr^* 
vity  of  his  manners,  attained  a  very  high  reputation 
in  the  worlA  Me  imitated  Socrates  in  his  preten- 
fions  to  a  communion  with  a  Daemon,  and  was  by 
his  difciplcs  looked  on  as  fomething  celeftial.  Per- 
fons  of  the  greateft  quality  revered  him ;  the  cm- 
•peror  Gallienus  himfelf  was  once  On  the  point  of 
giving  him  a  ruined  city  in  Campania,  in  which 
he  might  fettle  a  Platonic  republic.  The  man 
feems,  to  his  dying  day,  to  have  fupported  his 
philofophic  reveries.  **  I  am  ftill  in  expedtation," 
fays  he,  as  he  was  jud  dying;  *^  and  that  which  j$ 
divine  in  us,  I  am  endeavouring  to  rejoin  to  the 
divine  part  of  the  univerfc*.'*  Undoubtedly  he 
alluded  to  the  idea  of  *^  God  being  the  foul  of 
the  univerfe,"  that  Pantheiftic  compound  of  pride 
and  Athciftic  abfurdity  which  was  the  proper 
creed  of  moft  of  the  ancient  Philofophers,  and 
was  even  more  impious  than  all  the  fables  of  vul* 
gar  Paganifm  J. 

The  oracle  of  Apollo,  we  are  told,  after  hi« 
death,  informed  his  admirers  that  his  foul  was  in 
the  Klyiian  fields  with  Plato  and  Pythagoras. 
Such  were  the  artifices  by  which  Satan  and  his 
human  followers  endeavoured  to  raife  up  rivals  to 
the  chriftians.  In  a  work  profcflcdly  illuftrating 
the  operations  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  it  feems  pro- 
per  to  notice  the  contrails,  or  rather  the  counter- 
feits by  which  the  fpirit  of  falfehood  endeavoured 
to  fupport  the  declining  caufe  of  idolatry.  Its 
vulgar  and  grofs  fcenes  were  in  part  abandoned, 
and  a  more  refined  habit  was  given  to  it  by  phi- 
lofophy,  pretending  to  wifdom  and  virtue  in  a 
high  degree.  But  holinefs  it  could  not  produce, 
bccaufe  humility  and  the  faith  of  Jefus  were  not 
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l^iere*  Pride  was  its  predominant  feature,  n&d 
while  thoufands  found,  even  in  this  life,  the  falu- 
tary  benefits  of  chriftianity,  Philofc^ers  prated 
concerning  virtue,  and  did  nothing  either  for  the 
honour  of  God,  or  the  good  of  mankind. 

One  of  the  moft  ftudious  and  laborious  difciples 
f)i  P}otinu$  was  Amelius.  It  is  evident  from  a  ^ 
pa0age  of  Eufebius,  that  he  made  attempts  to  unite 
fomething  of  Chriftianity  with  Piatonifm,  juft  ^ 
we  have  feen  Qrigen,  who  was  of  the  fame  fchool, 
mi^m  fomething  of  the  latter  with  the  former,  to 
the  gre^t  prejudice  of  the  gofpel.  "  This  was 
the  wqr^,"  fays  he,  **  by  whom,  he  beiijg  himfelf 
eternal,  were  made  all  things  that  arej^-the  fame 
whom  the  barbarian  affirms  to  have  been  in  the 
place  and  dignity  of  a  principal,  and  to  be  with 
God,  and  to  be  God,  by  whom  all  things  were 
made,  and  in  whom  every  thing  that  was  made 
has  its  life  and  being;  who,  defcending  into  body 
and  putting  on  flcfh,  took  the  form  of  man, 
thougl^  he  even  then  gave  proof  of  the  majefty  of 
his  nature ;  nay,  and  after  his  difiblution  he  was 
(deified  again,  and  is  God,  the  fame  he  was  before 
he  defcended  into  body,  and  flefti,  and  man." 

This  may  be  called  no  mean  teftimony  to  St. 
John's  gofpel,  (for  he  is  doubtlefs  the  barbarian 
here  mentioned):  the  ideas  of  chriftianity,  it 
feems,  in  feme  loofe  ambiguous  manner,  were  ad- 
mitted by  thefe  philofophers,  -and  incorporated 
into  their  fyftem,  juft  as  a  modern  Swedenburg, 
a  Roufieau,  and  a  Bolingbroke  are  not  unwilling 
to  cnobje  their  compofitions  with  feme  fublime 
chriftian  fentiments,  confufcdly  underftood;  while 
yet  they  ftand  aloof  from  the  fociety  of  chriftians 
no  belter  than  as  barbarians,  and  make  not,  in  their 
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own  cafe,  the  lead  approach  to  the  faith  and  love 
of  Jcfus. 

Thus  Longinus  alfo,  a  fcholar  of  the  fame 
fchool,  and  well  acquainted  with  Plotinus,  has 
enriched  hi3  treatife  on  the  fublime  with  a  quota* 
tion  from  the  fjrft  chapter  of  Genefis,  and  calls 
Mofcs  a  man  of  no  mean  cbarafter*.  A  fragment 
of  his  alio  which  ha$  been  prefcryed,  and  of 
which  i  fee  no  reafon  to  doubt  the  authenticity, 
fpeaks  of  Paul  of  Tarfus  as  one  of  the  firffc 
orators,  who  he  obferyes  was  the  firft  fupporter 
of  a  doftrine  not  demonftrated. 

The  paflage  fcems  to  carry  internal  proofs  of 
its  genuinencfs.  It  has  been  faid  that  it  has  been 
forged  by  fome  chriftian.  But  why  fhould  any 
chriltian  be  charged  with  fuch  a  crime  on  mere 
prefumption  ?  What  temptation  could  there  be  for 
It  ?  Againft  a  mere  fancy,  in  addition  to  the  au- 
thority of  the  manufcript  of  the  gofpeb  from  which 
the  paflfage  was  taken,  I  Ihall  venture  to  place  the 
charadler  of  Longions  himfclf,  a  judicious  critic, 
if  ever  there  was  one  in  the  world ;  very  capable 
of  feeing  the  beauties  of  St.  PauPs  cpmpofitions, 
by  the  excellency  of  his  talte;  of  confeffing  them 
from  the  candour  of  his  temper;  and  of  overlook- 
ing what  ought  principally  to  have  fixed  his  at- 
tention, from  his  entire  indifference  to  religion : 
I  may  add  alfo,  that  the  (lyle  is  exafbly  like  his^ 
rather  nervous  than  elegant. 

We  fee  hence  how  well  chriftians  were  known 
in  the  third  century,  what  refpcct  their  doftrine 
even  then  obtained  in  the  world  from  thofe  whQ 
could  not  bear  the  thought  of  embracing  it  fyt 
themfelves. 

Porphyry  is  the  laft  unwilling  witnefs  for  chri- 
ftians whom  I  Ihall  mention  within  the  third  cen<» 
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4ury.  Indeed  there  is  a  work  bearing  his  nfimc^ 
.entitled  the  Philofophy  of  Oracles,  which  appear^ 
to  have  bjeen  written  in  the  time  of  Conftantine, 
or  after  the  civil  eftabliftiment  of  chriftianity. 
There  are  in  it  very  ftrong  teftimonies  in  favour 
of  the  goipel.  But  as  its  date  is  evidently  beyond 
the  period  before  us,  the  cpnGderation  of  it  pro- 
perly belongs  to  the  hiftory  of  the  next  century. 

This  man  was  born  at  Tyre  in  Phoenicia,  was 
a  fcholar  of  Plotinus,  and,  like  the  reft  of  that 
iichool,  maintained  a  gravity  of  manners,  and  en- 
tered vigoroufly  into  Platonic  refinements;  but  in 
acrimony  againft  chriftians  he  far  exceeded  tjipm 
all.  He  took  much  pains  to  ovjerturn  the  gofpel, 
and  it  muft  be  confeficd  his  learning  and  acute- 
joefs  were  confiderable.  The  very  few  fragments 
extant  of  his  works  give  one  indeed  no  great  op- 
portunity  to  judge  of  the  ejctent  of  his  capacity, 
qr  the  depth  of  bis  juclgmeat.  But,  from  the 
£prious  pai/is  taken  by  the  ancient  chriftians  to 
confute  him,  we  may  conclucjc  that  his  ^abilities 
were  of  a  far  higher  order  than  tl)ofe  of  Cclfus. 

In  a  paflage  preserved  by  Eufcbius*,  he  cen- 
fures  the  famous  Origen  for  leaving  Gentilifm  and 
embracing  the  barbarian  temerity,  that  is,  the 
gofpel.  That  he  is  wrong  in  the  faft  is  certain. 
Origen  was  brought  up  under  chriftian  parents-, 
but  1  had  almoft  faid,  he  deferved  the  reproach 
for  paying  fuch  extravagant  refpeft  to  the  enemies 
of  chriftianity.  Porphyry  allows  him  to  have  been 
a  great  proficient  in  philofpphy,  and  fays  that  he 
was  very  converfant  with  Plato,  Longinus,  and 
the  works  of  the  Pythagoreans  and  Stoics ;  that 
he  learnt  from  thefe  the  allegorical  method  of 
explaining  the  Greek  myfteries,  and  by  forced  in- 
lerpretations  inconfiftent  in  themfelveS;,  and  un- 
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fuicabfc  to  thofc  writings,  applied  it  to  the  Jewiifft 
fcriptures. 

Fas  eft  et  ah  hofte  doceri.-^Thc  fanciful  mode  of 
Origen  in  interpreting  fcripture  is  here  juftly  con* 
demned  by  Porphyry.  The  Ammonian  fcheme  1$ 
allowed  hei'e  by  him  to  be  unfuitable  to  thofc  wri- 
tings. Origen  was  v^rong  in  making  fuch  attempts. 
Let  the  word  of  God  ftand  fimplc  and  alone,  and  let 
philofophers  be  left  to  their  own  inventions.  The 
enmity  of  Porphyry  is  not  abated  by  the  com^ 
plaifance  of  philofophizing  chriftians,  and  their 
conceffions  make  no  converts  to  evangelical  truth* 

His  objections  to  the  book  of  Daniel,  though 
they  fhew  him  a  ftrong,  but  inefFeftual,  adver-^ 
fary  to  chriftianity,  fall  not  within  our  defign. 
The  fame  may  be  faid  of  various  cavils  which  htf 
uttered  againft  many  pafTages  in  the  gofpels,  a 
fufficient  fpecimen  of  which  fpirit  we  have  feen 
in  Celfus. 

The  fame  ingenuity  and  malevolence  failed  him 
not  in  forming  plaufible  objeftions,  wherever  he 
feemed  to  have  an  opportunity.  The  cenfurc 
which' St.  Paul,  in  the  Epiftle  to  the  Galatians^ 
has  left  upon  St.  Petef,  engaged  his  attention, 
and  induced  him,  from  an  occafional  difference 
between  the  Apoftles,  to  form  an  *  afgumcnt 
againft  the  whole  of  their  religion.  I  have  had 
an  opportunity  above  to  give  my  thoughts  on  the 
fubjcft :  I  may  add  here  that  the  very  clear  tef* 
timony  which  St.  Peter  gives  to  the  infpired  cha- 
radter  of  St.  Paul,  toward  the  conclufion  of  his 
fecond  epiftle,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  demon-* 
ftrates  the  harmony  of  the  Apoftles,  remains  one 
of  the  faircft  monuments  of  St.  Pdter*s  humility 
and  candour.  Thefe  things  appear  as  fo  many 
teftimonics  to  the  charafter  of  chriftians  from 
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tmmks.  Surely  truth,  and  wifdoifi)  iiid  gckxlncfl 
may  well  be  prcfumed  to  be  with  thofe,  whom 
their  adverfaries  aflault  with  fuch  frivolous  ob- 
jcdions. 

Oa  account  of  an  epidemical  diforder  raging 
in  a  certain  city^  Porphyry  obferves,  "  Men  won- 
der now  that  diftempers  have  feized  the  city  fo 
many  years,  JEfcalapius  and  the  other  gods  no 
longer  dwelling  among  them ;  for  fince  Jel'us  was 
honoured,  no  one  has  received  any  public  benefit 
from  the  *  gods." 

What  a  teltimony  is  this  to  the  great  progrefs 
^  chriftianity  in  his  day  !  Malevolence  Confefles^ 
ivhile  Ihe  complains. 

^*  Matrons  and  women,"  fays  Porphyry,  "com- 
|K>fe  their  fenate  ^  they  tule  in  the  churches,  and 
the  prieftly  order  is  difpofed  of  according  to  their 
good  pleaiurej." 

The  falfity  of  this  is  notorious  }  but  the  tefti* 
mony  here  given,  by  the  mouth  of  an  enemy,  to 
the  piety  of  women,  is  perfcftly  agreeable  to  the 
accounts  of  the  New  Teftamcnt,  and  the  hiftory 
of  all  revivals  of  godlincfs  in  every  age,  in  none 
of  which  women  had  the  government,  in  all  by 
their  piety  a  great  pcrfonal  concern.  **  There  is 
neither  male  nor  female,  but  ye  are  all  one  in  Cbrift 
ye/us:' 

♦*  If  Chrift  be  the  way  of  falvation,  the  truth, 
and  the  life,  and  they  only  who  believe*  in  him 
Ihall  be  faved,  what  became  of  the  men  who  lived 
before  his  coming  f  ?" 

The  reader  has  often  heard  fimilar  objedlions 
made  in  our  days.  The  chriitians  preached  then 
the  lame  do(^rine  of  falvation,  only  by  Chrift, 
which  is  now  ftigmatized  as  uncharitable.     The 

fame 
*  Ettfebius.  t  Ibid.  t  Ibid. 
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fame  may  be  faid  of  the  everlafting  punifhment 
of  unbelievers. 

One  paflage  ntore  fhall  dofe  the  fubjeft  of 
Porphyry. 

*^  A  perfoii  afked  Apollo  how  to  make  his  wife 
relinquifh  chriftianity  ?  It  is  eafier  perhaps,  re- 
plied the  oracle,  to  write  on  water,  or  to  ny  into' 
the  air,  than  to  reclaim  her.  Leave  her,  in  heir 
folly,  to  hymn  in  a  faint  mournful  voice  the  deaMcf 
God,  who  publicly  fuSered  death  from  judges' 
of  lingular  wifdom  *.** 

This  is  a  ftory  told  by  Porphyry,  a  memorable 
teftimony  of  the  conftancy  of  chriftians.  It  appear! 
alfo  that  they  were  accuftomed  to  worfhip  Jefu* 
as  God,  and  that  they  were  not  afhamed  of  this,* 
notwithftanding  the  ignominy  of  his  crofs.  The 
teftimony  given  here,  to  the  wifdom  of  Gaiaphair 
and  Pontius  Pilate,  will  not  fo  readily  be  admitted.- 

The  enemies  of  vital  godlinefs,  in  our  days,  maf 
fee  from  thefc  teftimonies,  laid  together,  that  their 
ancient  brethren  in  inBdelity  have  been  before- 
hand with  them  in  all  their  moft  material  objeC'- 
tions.  What  was  the  doctrine,  fpirit,  and  con- 
dudt  of  real  chriftians,  appears  from  their  tefti-' 
mony.  And  the  w6rlc  of  the  Spirit  of  God  on 
the  hearts  of  men,  in  attacking  them  to  Jefus^ 
and  in  divorcing  them  from  all  that  the  world 
delights  in,  is  zs  evident  as  the  malignity  of  our 
ap<ma«e  nature  in  hating  and  oppofing  it. 

GHAK 

<^  DuIIet's  HiOory. 
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CHAP.     XXII. 

CONNECTION  BETWEEN  THE    DOCTRINE    J^KD   PRA£' 
TICE   OF   PRIMITIVE   CHRISTIANS. 

I  AM  fenfible  that  many  parts  of  the  forc^ing 
hiftory  will  appear  very  rcprehcnfiblc  to  fotnc 
in  point  of  candour.  "  Why  fuch  folicitude  to 
prove  men  Trinitarians  in  opinion  ?  Why  fo  ftrift 
an  eye  kept  up  all  along  on  the  doftrines  com-* 
monly  called  Evangelical  by  certain  perfons  ? 
What  fignify  opinions,  if  men's  pradticc  be  right? 
Why  is  not  all  the  ilrcfs  of  commendation  laid  on 
holinefs  of  life,  integrity,  and  charity?*' 

The  language  is  fpecious,  but  is  chargeable 
with  this  notion,  that  it  fuppofes  that  there  is  no 
real  connedion  between  dodlrine  and  praAicc.  It 
muft  not  be  admitted  by  a  chriftian,  however 
falhionable  the  fentiment  be,  that  one  fort  of 
opinions  is  as  good  as  another,  with  refpeA  to  in- 
fluence on  the  pradice.  The  fcripture  conneds 
fandiHcation  with  belief  of  the  truth  *•  Our 
Lord  himfelf  prays  that  his  difciplcs  may  be  fane- 
titled  through  the  truth  J.  The  blood  of  Chrift 
purges  the  confcience  from  dead  works  to  fervc 
the  living  God-f.  And  a  right  faith  in  Jefus 
overcomes  the  world.  St.  John  challenges  men 
to  prove  that  they  can  overcome  the  world  by  any 
other  way  §,  and  in  the  chapter  now  alluded  to  he 
is  very  particular  in  defcribing  what  that  faith  is. 
In  fine,  Chrift  gave  himfelf  for  us,  that  he  might 
redeem  us  from  all  iniquity,  and  purify  to  him- 
felf a  peculiar  people  zealous  of  good  works  ||. 
If  this  zeal  for  good  works  be  the  efFeft  of  his 

redemption, 
♦  John  17,  18.       t  %  Thcff.  ii.  13.       t  Hcb.  ix.  14. 
S  I  John  ▼.  5*  B  Tina  ii,  14. 


redemption,  it  (hould  not  be  conceived,  that  pei^^ 
ibns,  who  diA>elieve  the  dodrines  eflentially  con* 
ccrned  in  his  redemption,  can  poflibly  have  anf 
zeal  for  good  works,  unlefs  it  be  fuppofed  that 
men  (hould  be  able  to  attain  a  certain  end,  with- 
out the  ufe  of,  and  even  with  an  averfion  to,  the 
means  which  God  has  appointed  for  that  purpofe. 

The  peculiar  doftrines  of  the  gofpel  are,  origi* 
nal  fin,  juftification  by  the  grace  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
his  Godhead  and  atonement,  the  Divinity  and  ef- 
ficacious influences  of  the  Holy  Ghoft.  We  ap- 
peal to  the  fcriptures  for  the  proof  of  this  afler- 
tion.  If  it  cannot  be  proved  from  thence,  let  it 
be  confidered  as  not  proved  at  all.  The  tradition 
of  the  church,  were  it  more  uniform  than  it  is, 
can  never  liifficienrly  demonftrate  it.  But  it  furely 
fhould  move  the  minds  of  thofe  who  in  our  times 
oppofc  thefe  doftrines  with  all  their  might,  to 
obferve  that  thefe  doftrines  have  been  held  from 
the  primitive  times  by  men  allowed  to  be  the 
wifeit  and  moft  upright.  They  may  well  be  in- 
cited to  allow  fomc  doubts  whether  their  own  fen- 
timents  be  right,  and  to  grant  that  a  zeal  for 
thefe  .doftrines  may  delerve  a  better  name  than 
mere  fpeculative  religion,  when  the  fcripture  itieif 
declares  its  connexion  with  practice,  and  the 
hiftory  of  chriftian  antiquity  exemplifies  that 
connexion. 

It  is  fubmitted  to  the  confideration  of  the  rea- 
dcr,  whether  thefe  reflcftions  do  not  fufficiently 
anfwer  the  objedion  with  rcfpeft  to  candour. 
Two  things  have  been  ftiewn  to  have  uniformly 
obtained  during  the  three  firft  centuries,  firft,  that 
there  were  all  along  a  number  of  perfons  bearing 
the  chrirtian  name,  whofe  lives  proved  tl^em  to  be 
the  excellent  of  the  earth.  And  fecondly,  that, 
as  far  as  appears,  the  charafter  oT  genuine  virtue 
belonged  exclufivcly  to  men  who  efpoufed  the 
O  o  peculiar 
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peculiar  doftrincs  of  the  gofpel.  From  the  Ap'c 
llles  down  to  Ignatius,  Polycarp,  and  Irenacus,  and 
from  ihem  to  the  age  of  Ocigcn,  both  thefe  affer- 
tions  are  demonftrable  by  the  cleared  evidence. 

Origen  alone,  of  ail  perfons  of  fuperior  repura-^ 
tion  in  the  church,  has  been  fufpedted  as  deficient  in 
point  of  orthodoxy.  Were  the  fufpicion  fwelled 
into  a  certain  proof,  the  difcredit  which  his  philo- 
fophic  mixtures  have  brought  on  his  character,  and 
the  cenfures  which  fo  many  wife  and  good  men  have 
fo  freely  pafled  on  him,  as  unfound  in  the  faith, 
would  rather  prove  our  afiertion  of  the  uniformity 
of  chriftian  belief  in  thefe  articles  than  the  con- 
trary. But  that  Origen^  on  the  whole^  believed 
thefe  doftrincs^  is  fufficiently  proved  by  cxprefs 
paflages  of  his  Works-,  and  his  well-known  curious 
and  adventurous  fpirit  of  enquiry,  in  fubjeds  on 
which  he  never  meant  to  be  pofuive,  will  ac- 
count for  his  ambiguities. 

I  cannot  allow  Dionyfius  of  Alexandria  to  be  an 
exception  to  my  pofition,  merely  becaufe  he  was 
once  fufpcfted  to  be  heretical.  His  welUknown 
explanation  of  himfelf  fufficiently  confutes  the 
furmize.  The  Cyprianic  age  is  full  of  the  moft 
luminous  proofs.  Even  the  treatife  of  Novatian 
(the  firft  Diffenter)  on  the  Trinity  is  itfclf  a  ftrong 
argument.  An  elaborate  and  minute  treatife  on 
fuch  a  fubjeft  written  by  an  innovator,  againft 
whom  I  have  freely  owned  the  beft  men  of  thofe 
times  were  much  too  ccnforious,  would  doubtlefs 
have  been  branded  with  peculiar  infamy  in  the 
church,  had  it  contained  any  fentiments  contrary 
to  the  apoftolic  faith.  Its  deviation  from  truth 
*  would  have  been  marked  with  peculiar  afperity. 
But  it  is  univerfally  allowed,  that  the  Novatians 
held  the  fame  dodtrines  as  the  general  church,  and 
differed  only  in  point  of  difcipline.  What  greater 
proof  can  be  defired  than  fuch  an  uniformity  ? 

Perhaps 
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Perhaps  the  cafe  of.Paul  of  Samofata  may  iliu- 
ilrate  the  fubje&  ftill  more  forcibly.  A  biihop 
was,  by  the  concurrent  vdi^jc  of  the  whole  chriftian 
church,  degraded  and  expelled,  becaufe  he  oppofed 
chefe  doftrincs.  The  excellent  lives  of  men  of  or- 
thodox views  are  evident  in  thefe  times  of  true  good<* 
nefs.  I  cannot  fee  any  proofs  of  fuch  excellence  in 
other  perfons  who  called  themfelves  chriftians.  I 
know  the  fcantinefs  of  hiftorical  materials.  I  can 
make  fome  allowance  for  the  pre}udices  of  writers, 
and  none  but  the  orthodox  of  thofe  times  have  come 
down  to  us.  But  it  fcems  impoffible  to  rejeft  the  re-r 
peaced  tcftimony  of  fuch  a  man  as  Irenacus  to  the 
wickednefs  of  heretics.  Paul  of  Samofata  is  well 
known,  and  men  of  real  holinefs  and  virtue  can 
fcarce  be  entirely  hid  in  any  age  in  which  they  exift. 

We  have  been  told  indeed  great  things  of  theEbi- 
onites,  and  they  have  been  fet  up  as  the  true  (Ian- 
dard  of  primitive  orthodoxy.  But  it  feems  fcarce 
pofliblc  for  any  man  of  learning,  who  has  a  difpofi- 
tion  to  examine  things  fairly  and  candidly,  to  lay 
any  weight  on  fuch  an  opinion.  Who  is  this  Ebion  ? 
"Who  is  this  uncircumcifed  Philiftine,  that  he 
Ihould  defy  the  armies  of  the  living  God  ?  What 
if  it  can  be  proved  that  be  and  his  party  believed 
exactly  as  fome  perfons  do  who  call  themfelves  ra- 
tional chriftians  at  this  day,  and  thought  as  they 
did  of  Chrilt  himfelf,  of  St.  Paul,  of  all  chriftian 
do£brines  ?  Js  an  obfcure  perfon  to  be  made  a 
ftandard  of  dodtrine,  of  whom  we  know  only  a 
few  lines,  and  whofe  very  exiftence  is  but  faintly 
proved,  and  whofe  fed,  though  it  certainly  had 
an  early  exiftence,  was  condemned  by  all  chri- 
ftian churches,  and  even  by  Origen  himfelf,  as 
heretical  *  ? 

It  is  certain  that  the  Ebionites,  in  not  receiving 
St.  Paul's  Epiftles,  as  Origen  tells  us,  aded  con- 
O  o  2  fiftently^ 

*  Sec  Qrigeo  ad.  GeUiiOi  book  ji  towards  the  cod. 
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^ftently.  But  what  are  we  to  think  of  men  who 
rdeftcd  thirteen  Epiftles  of  the  New  Tcftamenr, 
CI  whofc  divine  authoi;ii:y  there  nercr  was  any 
doubt  among  chriftians  ? 

And  though  the  Epiftle  to  the.  Hebrews  has 
proofs  of  Divine  infpiration  abundantly  fufficient, 
yet  were  one  to  admit  for  a  moment,  that  it  was 
only  the  work  of  fomc  pious  perfon  of  very  high 
antiquity  in  the  church,  and  held  in  very  great 
cftimation,  who  that  weighs  things  in  the  balance 
of  truth  would  not  admit  its  authority  vaftly 
to  exceed  that  of  the  Ebionires  ?  In  a  regular 
argumentative  treatife,  backjed  by  the  concurrent 
voice  of  the  Old  and  New  Teftament,  we  fee  cer- 
tain  do£lrines  enlarged  on  abundantly,  which  by 
an  obfcure  feft,  of  whom  we  H^ow  next  to 
nothing,  are  barely  denied.  Is  afHrmation  to 
ftand  good  in  preference  to  reafoning  i 

It  is  allowed  that  in  weighing  hiftorical  evi- 
dence the  concurrent  voice  of  the  beft  writers  ought 
to  ftand  good  againft  the  Hngle  tedimony  of  par- 
ticular perfons.  It  is  on  this  ground  that  the 
teftimony  of  Ctefias,  on  Perfian  affairs,  is  looked 
on  as  romantic.  The  account  of  the  death  of 
Cyrus,  as  flain  by  Tomyris,  the  S(:yihian  Queen, 
has  no  credit,  bccaufc  of  the  fuperior  credibiliiy 
of  Xenophon.  And  he  would  be  thought  a  weak 
critic  in  hiftory,  who  Ihould  in  our  days  affert,  that 

**  Charlemagne,  with  all  his  peerage,  fell  by  Fontarabia." 

Milton,  as  a  poet,  may  be  allowed  to  fay  this 
on  the  evidence  of  romances.  But  fober  hiftory, 
which  affcrts  in  general  the  contrary,  muft  be  be- 
lieved. On  fuch  weak  ground  fcems  to  me  to 
ftand  the  authority  of  ^he  Ebionites  in  matters  pf 
chriftian  dodtrine. 

But  perhaps  the  reader  may  fee  the  force  of 
thcic  :tlungs  in  a  ftronger,  at  leaft  a  more  ufeful 

light, 
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light,  if  we  attend  a  little  to  the  nature  of  things* 
Sentiments,  when  really  and  thoroughly   im- 
bibed,  cannot  be  deftitute  of  practical  influence. 
If  there  be  a  favourite  point  in  fcripture,  it  is  the 
recommendation  of  humility.     The  humble,  with 
all  their  imperfections,  .muft   be   admitted   into 
heaven;  the  proud,  with  all  the  virtue  compatible 
with  pride,  muft  be  excluded.     Thole  doftrines 
therefore  which  fupport  humijtty  muft  be  divine^ 
thofc  which  nouriih  pride  muft  be  earthly,  or  even 
diabolical.     Now  the  evangelical  doflrines,  juft 
mentioned,  are  all  of  the  former  fort.     The  more 
they  are  reliflied  and  admired,  the  more  do  they 
dircdl  the  mind  to  honour  God,  to  feel  even  in- 
finite obligation  to  him,  to  entertain  the  loweft 
ideas  of  ourfelves,  to  confound  the  pride  of  in- 
telledt,  of  riches,  of  virtue,  of  every  thing  human. 
To  fing  falvation  to  God  and  the  Lamb,  to  con- 
fcfs  our  defert  of  deftruftion,   and  to  afcribc  our 
deliverance  from   it  to  the  atoning   blood,   this 
is  the  employment  of  heaven.     The  tafte  and 
temper  adapted  to  it  muft   be  formed   here  on 
earth  by  grace,  and  the  whole  work  of  the  Spirit, 
which  we  haw  feen  exemplified  in  three  centuries, 
is  to  produce  and  fupport  thefe  difpofitions.    And 
in  the  words  and  aftions  of  holy  men  we  have 
feen  this  effedl.     They  believed  heartily  the  truth 
of  doftrines  the  moft  humiliating.     They  were 
poor  in  fpirit,  patient  under  the  fevereft  treatment 
and   the  moft  cruel  injuries,    becaufc  they   Were 
confcious   of  deferring  much  worfe,    contented 
in  the  meaneft  circumftances,  becaufe  they  felt 
the  beauty  of  his  condefcenfion,  who  though  he 
was  rich  became  poor  for  their  fakes,  and  who 
has  provided  for  them  fure  and  eternal  riches* 
They  were  ferene  and  confident  in  God,  becaufe 
they  viewed  him  as  their  Father  through  the 
grace  of  Chrift  ^  full  gf  charit)^,  becaufc  thejr  knew 

the 
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the  love  of  God  in  Chrift ;  in  honour  preferring 
others  to  themfelves,'  becaiife  they  were  ever  con- 
fcious  of  their  own  depravity,  in  fine,  they  gladly 
endured  reproach  for  Chrift's  fake,  becaufc  they 
knew  his  kingdom  was  not  of  this  world. 
**  Now  take  from  thefe  men  the  peculiar  doc- 
trines of  the  gofpel,  and  all  the  motives  and 
fprings  of  chrifti|n  adlion  within  them  are  an- 
nihilated. Morals  may  remain,  and  whatever  is 
reputable  in  focial  life,  but  that  which  is  properly 
of  a  pious  and  humble  nature,  is  no  more. 

For  whoever  feels  himfelf  daily  to  be  helplefs, 
corrupt,  and  unworthy,  whofe  hope  of  Divine 
favour  cannot  exift  for  a  moment,  but  under  the 
belief  of  the  moft  ftupendous  grace,  who  is  com- 
pelled to  prav  by  the  voice  of  conftant  internal 
heccflity,  and  who  experiences  the  anfwer  of 
prayer  by  repeated  fupernatural  aids,  muft  be  in- 
cluced  to  the  conftant  ejcercife  of  humble  thoughts 
with  refpeft  to  himfelf,  and  of  grateful  thoughts 
with  refpedt  to  his  Maker.  It  is  eafy  to  fee  what 
a  foundation  is  laid  for  meeknefs,  gentlenefs,  mo- 
defty,  fubmiflion  to  the  will  of  God,  and  of  genuine 
compafTion  for  the  moft  wicked  and  moft  injurious, 
he  himfelf  being  a  child  of  wrath,  by  nature,  as 
well  as  they.  Nor  is  there  a  virtue,  for  which  the 
primitive  chriftians  were  fo  renowned,  but  it  may 
be  traced  up  to  thefe  principles. 

It  has  been  faid  indeed,  that  the  fenfe  of  grati- 
tude to  God  may  be  as  ftrong  in  the  minds  of 
thofe  who  think  better  of  human  nature,  in  its 
prefent  ftate,  becaufe  they  muft  own  they  are  in- 
debted to  God  for  their  natural  powers  and  facul- 
ties. But  the  very  feelings  of  our  nature  contra- 
dict the  pofition.  Something  like  humility  may 
be  produced,  where  men  are  every  moment  fen- 
fible  of  their  dependant  condition  by  experience ; 
pot  fo,  where  men  admit  it  in  general  theory,  but 

arq 


(     583     ) 

^ve  not  led  by  experience  to  an  habitual  fcnfe 
of  it.  One  might  aflc  whether  a  parent  would 
expert  to  find  a  more  grateful  conduft  in  his 
children,  if  made  completely  independent,  or  well 
fupplied  indeed,  but  kept  continually  fcnfible  of 
dependance  on  himfelf.  The  influence  of  anti- 
cvangcHcal  doftrines  on  the  praftice  is  but  too 
evident. 

Thofe  who  efpoufe  them,  if  preferved  in  refti- 
tude  of  moral  condud,  are  among  ourfclves  at 
this  day  the  proudell  of  men.  Even  when  they 
attempt  to  be  humble,  the  power  of  pride  breaks 
forth  and  bears  down  all  before  it.  They  feel 
fufficient  for  any  thing  •,  no  fubjcft  of  religion  is 
too  hard  for  their  underftandings.  In  all  dif- 
putable  queftions  they  are  fure  to  decide  in  that 
way  which  mod  gratifies  vain-glory  and  felf-con- 
ceit.  The  minifters  of  this  (lamp,  however  low 
and  limited  in  capacity  and  education,  are  con-^ 
tinually  exercifing  the  mod  unbounded,,  and  often 
the  mod  ridiculous  arrogance.  They  are  apt  to 
wonder  that  the  common  people  have  no  ears  for 
them  i  they  do  not  confider  that  they  themfelves 
have  no  vpice  for  the  people.  The  views  of  God^ 
of  Chrift,  and  human  nature,  which  they  exhibit, 
fuit  not  the  vulgar  tafte.  They  contradift  ex- 
perience ;  and  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that 
thofe  of  their  hearers  who  have  any  reafonable 
modefty,  and  the  lead  tinfture  of  humility,  can- 
not relifh  their  difcourfes,  bccaufe  the  only  food 
which  is  adapted  to  the  tade  of  a  miferable  finner 
is  not  minidred  to  them.  Deferted  by  the  popu- 
lace, they  betake  themfelves  to  the  great.  The 
favour  of  a  few  of  the  higher  rank  compenfates 
to  them  the  want  of  regard  from  the  multitude  j 
and  if  they  cannot  boad  of  numerous  congrega- 
tions, they  confole  themfelves  at  lead  with  the 
thought,  that  theirs  are  genteel. 

Politics^ 
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Politics,  the  affairs  of  nations,  the  reforntation 
of  dates  ;  thefe  arc  to  them  the  grand  fcenes 
which  agitate  their  paffions.  To  inllruft  mini- 
ftcrs  of  llates  is  their  ambition';  to  bring  fouls  to 
Chrift  is  left  to  thofc  whom  they  deem  Enthu- 
fiafts.  Nor  does  any  pathos  appear  in  any  of  their 
writings  and,  orations,  except  in  the  fupport  of 
civil  liberty,  a  valuable  fubjeft  indeed,  but  with 
them  ever  carried  to  exccfs,  and  even  wiien  treated 
in  its  bell  manner  belonging  rather  to  ftatcfmen 
than  divines.  Whoever  has  obferved  thefe  men, 
may  fee  them  evidently  haughty,  orverbearing,  im- 
patient of  contradiftion ;  men  of  all  others  the  leaft 
ntted  to  fufFcr  perfecution  for  the  crofs  of  Chrift, 
though  exceeding  prone  to  enlarge  on  the  iniquity 
of  it,  and  arrogantly  boafting  of  the  fincerity  of 
their  religion,  in  an  age  when  they  are  not  likely  to 
undergo  any  fiery  trial  that  might  be  the  teft  of  it. 

Are  thefe  the  chriftians  ot  the  three  firft  cen- 
turies ?  Were  they  fuch  men  as  thefe  whom  Cel- 
fus  fcorned  ?  No  furely.  If  they  were,  their 
worldly  ambitious  fpirit  might  eafily  have  found 
fome  of  the  many  pretenders  to  the  Roman  em- 

Sire,  with  whom  they  might  have  united.  Wc 
iould  have  feen  chriftians  aAive  in  politics,  bar- 
gaining with  different  competitors  for  the  empire, 
and  infifting  on  fome  communication  of  temporal 
powers  and  privileges  to  themfelves.  Men  fo 
void  of  heavenly  ambition  would  have  difplayecl 
that  which  is  of  the  earth;  and  had  Ebion*s  re- 
ligious fcntiments  been  then  as  prevalent  as  now, 
the  humble,  meek,  charitable,  paffive  chriftians 
would  not  have  adorned  the  hittoric  page;  but 
the  turbulent,  afpiring,  political  fons  of  Arius 
and  Socinus  would  have  been  the  predominant 
charafters  of  the  foregoing  narrative. 
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